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DELIUS  USUM, 


PREFACE, 


IT  is  by  no  means  requifite  to  apprize  the  Public  of  the  importance 
of  the  following  Effays  : the  general  eftimation  of  the  writings  of  the 
late  Dr.  Fothergill,  is  fuch,  as  to  preclude  any  apology  for  giving  a 
complete  edition  of  them ; and  the  detached  manner  in  which  they  have 
been  publifhed  in  different  works,  while  it  augments  the  difficulty  of 
collecting  them  together,  will  doubtlefs  render  fuch  a collection  more 
acceptable  to  the  Public. 

The  Effays  are  not  arranged  exactly  in  the  order  of  time,  in  which 
they  were  originally  written ; as  they  were  difperfed  in  various  works, 
the  Editor  was  more  folicitous  of  extracting  them  from  each  publication 
collectively,  than  of  preferving  chronological  order,  as  they  admit  in 
fome  refpects  of  diftinct  divifions  : thus,  after  the  Inaugural  Thefis,  the 
Meteorological  Pieces  from  the  Gentleman’s  Magazine  are  introduced; 
thefe  are  fucceeded  by  others  from  the  Philofophical  Tranfactions,  chiefly 
comprizing  Natural  Hiffory;  the  Pradlical  Effays  from  the  Medical 
Obfervations  and  Enquiries,  follow  next ; and  afterwards  the  Biogra- 
phical and  Mifcellaneous  Diflertations : and  it  happens  at  the  fame  time, 
that  this  arrangement  does  not  materially  interrupt  the  chronological 
order,  and  where  it  does,  it  may  be  reftored  at  pleafure,  by  referring  to 
the  title  of  each  article,  in  which  is  fpecified  the  time  of  its  publication. 
But  to  remove  any  inconvenience  or  objection  from  the  circumftance 
alluded  to,  a complete  Chronological  Table  of  Contents  is  prefixed, 
including  the  pofthumous  effays,  which,  with  thofe  addrefled  to  the 
Editor,  conffitute  a conflderable  part  of  the  prefen t collection. 

By  the  partiality  indeed  of  correfpondents,  much  more  has  been  com- 
municated to  him  than  he  has  ventured  to  publifh.  Few  men  wrote 
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PREFACE. 


more  than  Dr.  Fothergill  has  done,  or  more  ufefully ; and  were  all 
his  letters  and  manufcript  effays,  of  which  the  Editor  could  enumerate 
upwards  of  one  hundred  in  his  own  poffeffion,  laid  before  the  public, 
perhaps  the  importance  of  the  Dodfor’s  life,  and  the  utility  and  magni- 
tude of  his  employments,  would  appear  fuch,  as  might  even  elevate  his 
charadter,  and  give  it  additional  luftre.  But  fearful  left  the  partiality, 
which  the  veneration  of  an  individual  entertained  for  his  charadter,  might 
bias  his  judgment,  and  excite  an  over  officioufnefs  in  communicating  to 
the  public,  what  that  public  might  not  place  in  the  fame  favourable  point 
of  view ; he  has  been  induced  to  do  violence  to  his  own  feelings,  rather 
than  fubjedt  himfelf  to  the  cenfure  of  doing  any  thing  that  could  poflibly 
tarniili  the  charadter  of  a man,  who  pafted  through  life  with  unfullied 
reputation,  and  died  in  the  zenith  of  glory. 

Whilft  the  Editor  thus  avows  his  diffidence,  and  the  caufe  of  that 
diffidence,  they,  whofe  fentiments  of  pofthumous  charadter  coincide  with 
his  own,  will  be  the  laft  to  cenfure  him  for  this  confideration  : he  is, 
however,  gratefully  prompted  to  acknowledge  the  important  communi- 
cations, and  the  kind  affiftance  of  many  refpedtable  individuals ; and 
particularly,  of  David  Barclay,  of  Youngfbury ; Dr.  Cuming,  of  Dor- 
chefter;  Jofeph  Cockfield,  of  Upton  in  Effex  ; Thomas  Coliinfon,  of 
Southgate;  Dr.  Dobfon,  Dr.  Falconer,  and  Dr.  Anthony  Fother- 
gill, of  Bath ; John  Nichols,  Printer  of  the  Society  of  Antiquaries ; 
John  Payne,  Accomptant  General  of  the  Bank  of  England  ; Thomas 
Pennant,  Efq;  the  Britiffi  Linnaeus ; Dr.  Percival,  of  Manchefter  5 
Henry  Smeathman,  Author  of  the  Hiftory  of  the  Termites ; Dr. 
Whitehead,  of  London,  particularly  for  his  affiftance  through  the 
whole  edition  ; Dr.  Zouch,  an  eminent  Clergyman  and  Juftice  of  the 
Peace,  of  Sandal  in  Yorkffiire ; and  of  the  Family  of  the  Deceafed,  as 
well  as  of  the  Relations  of  the  late  Dr.  Ruffell, 
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For  ray  own  part,  when  I recollect  what  I have  loft  in  him,  the  fenlible,  firm,  and  upright  friend,  the 
able,  honeft,  and  experienced  phyfician,  the  pleafing  inftruftive  companion  of  a focial  hour,  ex- 
preflion  fails  me. 


Fothercill's  Life  of  Rvsssl& 


f*v  5 

a. 


s. 


r\ 


»0 


vQ 


■ aL 


Amifi  eilim,  amiii  vitae  mens  Teftem, . 
Restore irs,  Magiftrum, 

Plin.  Sec. 


*>:l!  Jvnah'i  Jri^ii  u Ax  , . i <■:  : n.:  . . 

r-M  t'.fOfl  Itfool  r.  io  f;ox:«x_  c.  .'’.A; 

,ii  - j >!  -:o  i i •-  A.  t." 


; ( r.r  /•<  ' : r.  i ••  ;?  ; , ; \ .r  si  ...  ■ I; r? 

SOME  ACCOUNT 

OF  THE  LATE 

JOHN  FOT  HERO  ILL,  M.  D.  F.  R.  S.  See. 

Read  before  the  Medical  Society  of  London,  July  17,  and  O&ober  23,  1782. 


THOUGH  the  admiration  which  an  elevated  character  excites, 
may  be  diminifhed  by  familiar  intercourfe  j yet  that  affection 
which  virtue  begets,  and  that  refpeCt  which  mental  fuperiority  infpires, 
are  as  permanent  as  the  caufes  which  produced  them.  You,  Gentle- 
men, who  fo  lately  enjoyed  the  converfation  of  our  late  Prefident, 
will  call  to  mind  the  dignity  with  which  he  conveyed  eafy  communi- 
cation that  never  tired,  becaufe  it  always  improved  j and  regret,  with 
painful  recollection,  that  our  honoured  affociate  is  no  more! 

But  he  that  feels  the  lofs  of  a friend  to  whom  he  owed  the  obli- 
gation of  ufeful  inftruCtion,  or  remembers  the  falutary  aid  that  renewed 
the  vigour  of  health,  or  that  generofity  which  averts  the  mifery  of 
families  and  individuals,  naturally  wifhes,  and  wifhes  with  ardour,  to 
revive  in  the  page  of  hiftory,  thofe  virtues  which  were  inceffantly 
directed  to  the  advantage  and  happinefs  of  mankind.  In  attempting 
before  you  this  grateful  talk,  whilft  I feel  with  concern  how  unequal 
my  abilities  are  to  my  own  wifhes,  or  may  be  to  your  expectations,  I 
truft  to  your  indulgence,  where  biographical  relation  muft  be  fo  in- 
adequate to  the  zeal  of  friendfhip. 
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John  Fothergill,  the  father  of  the  deceafed  phyfician  of  the 
fame  name,  was  born  in  Wenfleydale,'  in  Yorkshire,  in  the  year  1676, 
and  was  a member  of  the  religious  fociety  now  generally  denominated 
Quakers.  He  redded  at  Carr- End,  the  family  eflate  of  a preceding 
generation,  where  our  late  Prefident  Dr.  John  Fothergill  was  born, 
on  the  eighth  of  March  1712  : he  was  one  of  many  children  though 
not  the  only  one,  who  in  early  life  exhibited  inflances  of  genius  and 
fuperior  underflanding. 

His  mother  was  the  daughter  of  Thomas  Hough,  a perfon  of  fortime, 
who  redded  near  Frodfham,  in  Cheshire,  from  under  whofe  care  he 
was  placed  at  fchool  in  the  fame  town,  where  he  continued  till  his 
twelfth  year,  and  was  afterwards  removed  to  Sedberg  School*  in  York- 
fhire,  then  and  dnce  famous  for  clafdcal  literature  and  mathematics. 
That  his  progrefs  here  was  condderable,  I may  fafely  aifert,  as  the  late 
Gilbert  Thompfon,  near  Warrington,  whofe  memory  I have  many 
motives  to  value,  and  whofe  learning  and  judgment  no  perfon  who 
has  been  under  his  tuition  can  doubt,  told  me,  that  he  was  his  fchool- 
fellow,  and  in  the  fame  claffes,  but  that  he  never  was  able  to  rife 
above  him',  though  condantly  excited  by  emulation  to  obtain  that  fu- 
<periority. 

• About  his  dxteenth  year,  when  his  fchool  education  was  dnifhed,  he 
<was  placed  with  Benjamin  Bartlett,  an  eminent  apothecary  at  Bradford, 
in  Yorkshire;  who  before  had  been  the  tutor  of  Dr.  Hillary,  and  lince 
'of  Dr.  Chorley;  and  whofe  amiable  manners  and  exemplary  conduct 
had  conferred  upon  him  the  character  of  a good  man,  whilil  his  me- 
dical abilities  and  in  fir  unions  had  rendered  his  houfe  the  feminary 
-of  many  diflingUifhed  phyficians. 

The  youth,  who  was  deflined  at  a future  time  to  become  one  of  the 
hrfl  phyficians  of  the  age,  foon  afforded  fuch  inflances  of  fuperior 
fagacity,  as  induced  his  intelligent  mailer  to  permit  him,  at  an  early 
peiiod,  to  vifit  and  prefcribe  for  his  patients  ; and  this  he  did  with  fo 
much  approbation,  that  his  contemporaries  in  that  neighbourhood  have 
always  fpoken,  in  terms  of  refpedftfl  recolledion,  of  his  affiduity  and 
-practical  fuccefs. 

When  his  apprenticefhip  expired,  he  removed  to  Edinburgh,  to  fludy 
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JOHN  FOTHERGILL,  M.  D. 

phyfic  in  the  colleges  of  medicine,  prior  to  his  fettling  in  the  country 
as  an  apothecary,  in  Miich  capacity  he  was  originally  defigned  to  adt. 
At  this  time  the  profefforial  chairs  were  filled  with  the  Dodtors  Monro, 
Alfton,  Rutherfoord,  Sinclair,  and  Plummer,  all  of  whom  had  iffued 
from  the  Boerhaavian  School,  and  whole  eminent  abilities  their  pupil 
lived  to  commemorate,  in  his  <f  Account  of  the  Life  of  the  late  Dr. 
“ Rulfell,”  at  this  early  period  his  fellow  fludent  and  intimate  affo- 
ciate.  ’ 

The  firfl  of  thefe  profeffors,  that  great  anatomical  oracle,  Monro, 
attended  to  his  numerous  pupils  with  fo  much  fedulous  care,  as  juflly 
denominated  him  the  Father  of  the  College  j and  no  man  knew  better 
how  to  difcriminate  the  genius  of  his  pupils.  Dr.  Fothergill  early 
caught  his  attention,  in  whom  he  difcovered  fuch  powers  of  mind, 
as  promifed  the  moft  fertile  expanfion  in  maturity,  and  induced  the 
venerable  mailer  to  urge  his  pupil  to  enlarge  their  cultivation  by  a 
longer  refidence  at  the  univerlity  than  was  at  firfl  propofed.  He  that 
is  born  with  genius,  and  an  inclination  to  attempt  great  things,  is 
generally  endowed  with  vigour  of  mind  to  perform  them  : 

> . - ' r . » , . * • ; r 

Pojfunty  quia  pojje  videntur  * . Vi  r g * 

Great  natural  powers,  however,  are  often  combined  with  great  diffi- 
dence, which  was  certainly  the  fituation  of  Dr.  Fothergill  at  this 
time,  who  has  often  told  me,  that  his  opinion  of  his  own  abilities 
was  fuch  as  reconciled  his  mind  to  move  in  a more  fubordinate  fphere. 
It  may  therefore  be  primarily  attributed  to  the  difcernment  of  this 
eminent  profeffor,  that  his  pupil  was  at  once  deflined  to  occupy  a 
higher  flation,  to  redeem  apparent  victims  of  difeafe  by  his  Ikill- 
and  he  furvived  long  enough  to  fee  that  he  had  not  made  a falfe  eflimate 
of  his  genius,  while  his  induflry  of  application,  and  ardour  after  in- 
flrudtion,  tended  to  confirm  the  profeffor’s  fagacity  ^ for  as  he  advanced 
in  knowledge,  he  found  daily  excitements  to  further  progrefs. 

At  this  period  fome  of  the  profeffors  delivered  ledlures  in  Latin, 
and  others  in  Englifh.  Dr.  Fothergill  adopted  a method  of  im- 

* For  they  can  conquer,  who  believe  they  can. 

D&yden. 
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proving  upon  both,  which  it  may  not  be  improper  to  mention  here : 
it  is  what  he  has  lince  recommended  to  me ; and  whoever  follows  his 
example,  will  be  apt  to  recommend  it  to  others  ; for  much  is  due  to 
him  who  firft  breaks  the  way  to  knowledge,  and  leaves  only  to  his 
fuccelfors  the  talk  of  fmoothing  it.  He-  took  notes  of  the  heads  of 
each  ledure,  and  on  his  return  to  his  lodgings,  he  tranllated  thofe  into 
Latin  which  had  been  given  in  Englilh,  and  then  carefully  confulted 
and  compared  the  opinions  both  cf  the  ancients  and  moderns  upon  the 
fubjed  of  the  ledures,  with  the  ledures  themfelves;  after  which  he 
added  fuch  remarks  on  each,  as  his  reading  and  refledtion  furnilhed : by 
this  means  he  gained  a knowledge  of  the  ancients,  as  well  as  the  mo- 
derns ; he  enlarged  his  ideas,  and  acquired  the  early  habit  of  examining 
opinions,  and  difcriminating  between  thofe  merely  fpeculative,  and 
thofe  which  refulted  from  fad  and  experiment ; — in  a word,  he  hereby 
necelfarily  acquired  new  powers  of  refledtion,  and  an  encreafed  energy 
of  judgment*. 

A mode,  not  diflimilar,  he  followed  in  his  lludies : when  any  me- 
dical cafe  occurred  worthy  of  remark,  and  there  are  few  cafes  but  to  a 
lludent  of  medicine  are  important,  he  examined  various  authorities 
upon  the  fame  fubjedt,  and  from  thefe  combined  means  drew  a compa- 
rative refult : what  he  had  adopted  with  fo  much  fuccefs,  he  recom- 
mended many  years  afterwards,  in  an  epillolary  addrefs  with  which  he 
condefcended  to  favour  me  •f-,  wherein  he  concludes  with  recommend- 
ing the  “ careful  perufal  of  Hippocrates,  and  alfo  of  Aretaeus  and 
(f  Celfus  ; one  can  never,”  he  adds,  “ be  too  well  acquainted  with 
“ the  knowledge  contained  in  the  fird,  nor  with  the  elegant  ex- 

preflions  of  the  lad.” 

Soon  after  he  had  finifhed  his  lludies  at  Edinburgh,  the  celebrated 
profeifor  I have  already  mentioned,  who  was  completing  the  fourth 
edition  of  his  great  work  of  Ofteology,  which  has  ever  lince  been 
deemed  the  moll  perfed  performance  in  this  branch  of  anatomy,  and 
whofe  genius  led  him  to  enliven  his  fubjed  with  ample  refledion, 

* This  relation  I had  from  the  Doctor  himfelf ; and  fince  his  deceafe,  I faw  his  Materia 
Medica  Ledtures,  which  were  fent  to  me  by  my  ingenious  friend  J.  Cockfield,  of  Upton. 
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and  various  philofophical  and  practical  fads,  apprized  of  the  inquilitive 
fpirit  of  his  pupil,  not  tmly  condefcended  to  alk,  but  to  adopt  his 
opinions  in  fome  inftances.  It  muft  have  been  highly  grateful  to  the 
Father  of  the  college,  to  fee  the  rays  which  had  ilfued  from  his  mind,, 
thus  refleded  with  encreafed  emanation  *. 

We  fee  not  unfrequently  ingenious  youths,  diverted  by  the  ardour 
of  imagination  into  irregularities,  which  length  of  time,  and  the 
ftrength  of  mature  reafon,  with  difficulty  corred  ; but  in  the  prefent 
fubjed  of  biography,  we  fearch  in  vain  for  the  feafon  of  youthful  in- 
dulgence : as  he  adopted  by  his  condud,  fo  he  claimed  an  hereditary 
portion  of  his  father’s  virtues,  and  has  left  us  to  judge  of  his  youth, 
by  numbering  his  years,  rather  than- by  recounting  his  purfuits  *f\ 

It  was  in  the  year  1736  that  he  graduated  at  Edinburgh,  and  printed 
his  Thelis  “ de  Emeticorum  ufu  foon  after  which  he  came  to  Lon- 
don, and  attended  the  pradice  of  St.  Thomas’s  hofpital.  Here  he  was 
at  onCe  furniffied  with  the  moil  ample  opportunities  of  examining 
the  dodrines  of  the  fchools,  by  a feries  of  fads  drawn  from  difeafe  and 
diffedion  ; and  I have  heard  it  related  by  fome  of  his  contemporaries, 
that  his  application  here  was  unremitting,  and  his  remarks  on  the  cafes 
were  often  liftened  to  by  his  feniors.  Objeds  of  poverty  have  all  thofe 

* The  firft  edition  of  Monro’s  Ofteology  was  printed  in  the  year  1726;  a fecond 
edition  was  given  to  the  public  in  1732,  and  a third  about  fix  years  afterwards  : it  was 
the  fourth  edition,  which  appeared  in  1746,  that  he  referred  to  Dr.  Fothergill;  and 
I am  informed  that  he  paid  the  fame  refpe&ful  compliment  to  Dr.  Cuming,  and  gratefully 
acknowledged  the  afliflance  thefe  intimate  friends  afforded  him. 

f Befides  his  other  ufeful  engagements  at  Edinburgh,  Dr.  Fothergill  kept  a diary 
of  his  aftions,  and  of  fuch  occurrences  as  happened  to  him,  in  claflical  Latin,  as  I have 
been  informed  by  a gentleman  who  once  had  a glimpfe  of  it,  on  the  following  oc- 
cafion  : The  Doctor  requefted  his  company  in  a vifit  to  one  of  the  profeffors,  with  whom 
he  was  more  particularly  acquainted  ; they  breakfafted  with  the  profeffor,  who  received 
them  in  an  eafy  and  gracious  manner,  as  they  went  to  hear , and  left  the  choice  of  the 
converfation  in  a great  meafur'e  fo  the  profefTor,  who  was  chearful,  in  good  fpirits,  and 
talkative;  but  the  principal  part  of  His  coiiverfation  confifted  of  fome  lively  entertaining 
adventures,  that  befel  him  while  he  was  a ftudent  of  London,  Paris,  and  Leyden.  The 
gentleman  faw  the  infertion  of  this  vifit  in  the  Do&or’s  diary,  in  which  his  account  of 
the  profeffor’s  converfation  was  related  in  thefe  few  words,  “ Multa  dixit , non  multa 
didicimus 
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feelings  alive,  that  can  rightly  eftimate  the  afhduity  and  the  fympathy 
of  thofe  to  whom  they  look  up  for  fuccour ; they  are  equally  jealous 
of  apparent  negledt,  and  grateful  of  feeming  tendernefs ; and  however 
unremitting  the  diligence  of  the  Dodlor  might  have  been,  his  humanity 
to  the  poor  was  Hill  more  confpicuous  to  them  : to  be  diligent  was  his 
mtereft,  to  be  humane  was  the  fpontaneous  effulion  of  a good  heart  : 
this  the  patients  faw  and  felt ; and  when  he  left  the  hofpital,  he  foon 
experienced  the  pleading  confirmation  of  their  decifion. 

However  dark  fome  may  reprefent  the  propenfities  of  mankind, 
ample  knowledge  of  the  poor  has  confirmed  me  in  an  opinion,  that 
they  are  lefs  inclinable  to  complain  of  injuries,  than  to  acknowledge 
obligations  : private  injuries  affedl  individuals,  and  mankind  are  more 
addifted  to  hearken  to  the  relation  of  general  good,  than  partial  evil ; 
and  his  humanity  having  become  a fubjedt  of  difcuffion  to  the  miferable 
tenants  of  a fick  ward,  fuch  as  were  difcharged,  not.  quite  reftored 
to  health,  found  the  way  to  the  houfe  of  this  amiable  phyfician.  Com- 
fort of  mind  is  a powerful  reiterative  to  a weakened  conltitution,  and 
he  who  divides  our  naileries  by  his  fympathy,  proportionally  adds  to 
our  confolation.  Change  of  air,  doubtlefs,  contributes  much  to  reftore 
the  fibre  that  has  been  debilitated  by  grief,  penury,  and  ficknefs  j and 
the  fame  gratitude  which  impels  the  mind  to  dwell  on  virtuous  rather 
than  on  vicious  actions,  would  determine  the  eye  of  gratitude  to  him, 
who  lad:  faw  us  emerge  from  mifery;  to  him  is  attributed  all  the 
merits  of  his  predecelTors,  as  the  artift  who  calls  the  metal  is  lefs  valued 
than  him  who  polilhes  its  furface* 

*0  &vQpu7ro(  i vepysTvjs  'ttsQOku?  *. 

Antonin.  Lib.  ix. 

It  is,  however,  certain,  that  the  poor  who  applied  to  him  for  relief, 
were  loud  in  proclaiming  the  fuccefs  of  his  practice,  and  gradually 
railed  him  to  more  lucrative  employment.  I mention  this  fource  of 
his  early  introduction,  becaufe  Dr.  Eothergill  himfelf  has  often  told 
me  how  much  he  was  indebted  to  this  clafs  of  grateful  though  pen- 
nylefs  Applicants;  and  in  his  turn  he  acknowledged  the  obligation, 

* Man  is  naturally  beneficent. 
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by  humanely  continuing  to  give  advice  gratis  to  the  poor,  as  long  as  he 
lived,  long  after  their  fufffages  could  tend  to  elevate  his  reputation  : 
his  perfevering  benevolence  could  then  alone  be  actuated  by  the  innate 
goodnefs  of  his  heart. 

About  this  time,  before  he  could  have  been  eftablHhed  in  any  degree 
of  general  practice  in  his  profeffion,  he  was  follicited  to  accompany  a 
few  friends  in  an  excurhon  to  the  Continent;  they  were  perfons  of  too 
many  engagements  at  home,  to  admit  of  long  refidence  in  any  one  fpot, 
and  confequently  could  not  poffibly  acquire  an  extenlive  or  accurate 
knowledge  of  the  places  they  viiited  in  the  compafs  of  this  excuriive 
tour.  I am  perfuaded,  however,  that  it  was  not  fruitlefs ; for  long 
afterwards,  when  I was  in  company  with  the  Dodtor,  a gentleman 
who  was  concerned  in  the  conveyance  of  fome  merchandize  through 
Germany,  was  deiirous  of  knowing  the  communications  by  land  and 
water,  the  inland  duties,  and  other  particulars ; to  which  he  replied 
with  a precifion  and  detail,  that  evinced  the  inquilitivenefs  of  the 
traveller,  and  the  ufeful  manner  in  which  he  had  employed  his  mo- 
ments. Of  the  parts  traverfed  in  this  excurfion,  the  Dodtor,  on  his 
return,  communicated  an  account  to  his  friend  Dr.  Cuming  of  Dor- 
chefter,  in  a Latin  letter  *,  which  the  latter  entrufted  to  me  ; and 
thefe  places  are  enumerated  in  fo  concife  and  claffical  a manner,  that  I 
have  taken  the  liberty  to  adopt  the  language  of  the  original  on  this 
occafion  : 

“ J Luftratis  aliquibus  Flandrice  urbibus  munitiffimis,  per  magnam 
“ Brabantiee  partem  migravimus;  relidto  quippe  Gandavio,  ad  Bruxel- 
“ lenfem  fpatiofam  fplendidamque  urbem  nofmetipfos  contulimus,  per 
“ oppidulum  olim  valle  et  muro  vel  potius  aggere  munitum,  nomine 
“ AJk , {If ca)  notiflimum  quidem  Brabantice  incolis,  quoniam  exinde 
“ primo  Lupulos,  horumque  colendi  modum  mutuati  funt  Angli,  in 

4 4 maximum 

* Dated  London,  anno  1740. 

J Having  examined  fome  well-fortified  cities  of  Flanders,  and  travelled  through  great 
part  of  Brabant;  leaving  Ghent,  we  pafled  on  to  Bruflells  (a  fpacious  fplendid  city), 
through  a little  town  called  Afk,  formerly  fortified  with  a mote  and  wall,  or  rather  a 
bank  of  earth  : it  is  well  known  to  the  inhabitants  of  Brabant,  becaufe  the  Enslifh  had 
their  hops  firft  from  this  place,  and  here  learnt  the  method  of  cultivating  them,  to  the 
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“ maximum  totius  Brab antics  damnum;  utpote  olim  in  hoc  mercaturas 
“ genere  fatis  Celebris.  A Bruxellis  itur  ad  Leodiam  hodie  Liege  An- 
“ glorum,  Luttich  Germanorum,  incolarum  vero  Luich,  urbem  ob  arcis 
<f  obfidionem  diuturnam  fatis  celebrem,  deinde  ad  oppidulum  Spadanum 
“ et  Aquifgranum,  loca  quidem  toto  orbe  notiffima.  Ibi  aquas  mine- 
“ rales,  hie  thermales  potavi,  guftavi,  aliqua  inftitutus  fum  experi- 
“ menta,  fed  vulgaria  quidem,  ob  defedtum  apparatus  ad  hanc  rem 
“ idonei.  Trajedtum  ad  Mofam , Sylvam  Dncis  ( Bois  le  Due,)  Dor - 
“ drechtum , iter  ad  celebre  emporium  Rotter damum  tenentes,  vilitavi- 
“ mus  ; urbem  Delphenfem , villam  fplendidiffimam  Hagenfem , urbem 
“ Ley  dam,  Haerlemam  pertranlivimus  ad  nobiliffimam  Batavorum  civita- 
««  tern  Amjlelodamum  ; urbe  deinde  perkiftrata,  per  fretum  vulgo  didtum 
“ Dee  Zuyder  Zee  navigamus  ad  oppidum  didtum  a Batavis  Worcum  in 
“ Wefifrijia,  diftans  viginti  prseter  propter  milliaria  a Leuwardia,  nitida 
“ fatis  et  bene  munita  hujus  provinciae  urbe  prima. 

“ Hinc  tendimus  ad  Groningam,  et  demum  per  arenofas  incultafque 
“ regiones,  per  que  urbem  Oldenburgum,  et  villam  unam  alteramque 
“ longe  a fe  invicem  diffitam  accedimus  ad  liberam  civitatem  Bremen- 
“ Jem , celebre  fatis  emporium  atque  dives:  hie  in  cella  fub  templo 
“ maximo  cathedrali,  corpora  aliquot  exficcata,  (humana  intellige), 

dura  firmaque,  natura  confervata,  peregrinantibus  oftenduntur,  nullo 

“ condimento 

great  lofs  of  the  whole  country,  which  was  formerly  famous  for  this  branch  of  com- 
merce. From  Bruffells  we  went  to  Liege,  called  by  the  Germans  Luttich,  but  by  the  in- 
habitants Liiich,  a city  celebrated  for  the  long  fiege  of  its  caftle.  From  hence  we  pafied 
on  to  the  Spa  and  Aix  la  Chapelle,  places  known  to  every  one.  At  the  firft  of  thefe 
I obferved  the  mineral  waters,  and  at  the  latter  the  hot  fprings  : I drank  of  them,  and 
made  fome  experiments  upon  them,  common  ones  indeed,  for  want  of  a proper  apparatus. 
We  next  vifited  Maeftricht,  Bois  le  Due,  Dordrecht,  and  continued  our  journey  to  that 
celebrated  emporium  Rotterdam.  We  pafied  through  the  city  of  Delft,  the  Hague,  a very 
fplendid  village,  the  cities  of  Leyden  and  Haerlem,  to  the  moil  noble  of  the  Dutch  cities 
A.mfterdam.  Having  taken  a view  of  it,  we  failed  through  the  llrait  commonly  called  Dee 
Zuyder  Zee,  to  a town  called  by  the  Dutch  Worcum,  in  Weftfriefland,  diftant  about 
twenty  miles  from  Leuwarden,  the  iirfi:  city  of  this  province,  neat  and  pretty  well  fortified. 

From  this  place  we  went  to  Groningen,  and  travelling  through  a fandy,  uncultivated 
countrv,  we  came  to  Oldenburgh,  and  palling  through  feveral  villages  a good  diftance  one 
from  another,  we  came  to  Bremen,  a free  city,  a great  emporium,  and  wealthy:  here  they 
fhew  to  travellers,  in  a cellar  under  the  great  cathedral  church,  fome  human  bodies,  dried, 
hard  and  firm,  preferved  by  nature,  and  the  mere  antiputrefeent  quality  of  the  cavern,  with- 
out 
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tc  condimento  vel  arte  qualibet  tradflata,  fed  mera  quae  cellas  infit  virtute 
“ confervatrice  j eft  locus  non  admodum  profundus,  et  ex  uno  latere 
“ vento  perflabilis,  ficca  eft  admodum,  tota  quippe  circumcirca  regio 
“ arenofa  eft.  Sed  licet  plurimae  aliae  funt  fub  eodem  templo  hujuf- 
“ modi  cavernae,  et  etiam  fub  aliis  et  vicinis  templis,  nulla  adhuc 
“ invenitur  quas  eadem  dote  potitur.  Corpora  circa  duodecem  habent 
te  integra,  ex  quibus  unum  ducentos  circiter  annos  habet;  alterum, 
“ centum  et  quinquaginta,  reliqua,  diverfarum  setatum  et  temporum; 

penitus  ex  fucca  videntur  et  levia,  firma  tamen  adeo  ut  impolita  fub 
“ capite  manu  totum  corpus  abfque  minima  flexura  facile  poflis  erigere. 
“ Magnam  nitri  copiam  caufam  effe  afterunt  incolae,  quod  in  tanta 
“ quantitate  erui  poteft,  ut  fingulae  librae  terrae  hujus  cavernae  exhi- 
“ bent  uncias  duas  nitri  puriffimi 

This  epiftle  contains  reflections  equally  pertinent  and  ingenious,  on 
the  manners  of  the  people  whom  he  vifited ; and  concludes  with  juft 
and  animated  praifes  of  mental  liberty,  and  the  moft  cordial  profeffions 
of  friendship  for  his  correfpondent. 

After  this  excurfion  on  the  Continent,  he  returned  to  London,  and 
took  up  his  refidence  in  Gracechurch  Street ; we  may  therefore  date  the 
commencement  of  his  practice  in  the  year  1740,  for  though  he  gra- 
duated in  1736,  the  intermediate  time  was  chiefly  employed  in  attending 
the  hofpitals,  and  laying  that  foundation,  upon  which  was  afterwards  to 
be  raifed  a distinguished  fuperftru&ure.  His  Thefls,  as  it  was  never 
before  the  prefent  time  translated  into  EngliSh,  with  all  the  merit  it  cer- 
tainly poftefles,  could  not  excite  the  public  attention,  or  acquire  popular 

out  any  preparation  or  afliftance  from  art  whatever.  The  place  is  not  very  deep,  is  expofed 
to  the  wind  on  one  fide,  and  exceedingly  dry,  as  the  whole  country  round  about  is  Tandy. 
But,  although  there  are  fimilar  caverns  under  the  fame  church,  and  alfo  under  other  neigh- 
bouring churches,  none  has  yet  been  found,  that  pofTeffes  the  fame  virtue.  There  are 
twelve  whole  bodies  compleat,  one  of  which  is  about  two  hundred  years  old  ; another,  one 
hundred  and  fifty  ; the  reft  are  of  different  ages  : they  feem  perfectly  dry  and  light;  but 
fo  firm,  that,  placing  the  hand  under  the  chin,  one  may  eafily  raife  up  the  whole  body, 
without  the  leaft  flexure  in  any  part.  The  inhabitants  fay,  that  the  great  quantity  of 
nitre  is  the  caufe  of  thefe  phaenomena,  which  may  be  dug  up  in  fuch  plenty,  that  every 
pound  weight  of  the  earth  of  this  cavern  contains  two  ounces  of  the  pureft  nitre. 

* Since  more  fully  enlarged  upon  by  Wraxall,  in  his  Travels. 
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approbation,  and  confequently  could  not  materially  contribute  to  extend 
is  reputation  : the  fame  might  be  admitted  refpedting  his  44  Re- 
44  marks  on  the  neutral  Salts  of  Plants,  and  on  Terra  Foliata  Tartari,” 
publifhed  in  the  fame  year  in  the  Edinburgh  Medical  Ed  ays,  as 
Jubiedrs  merely  red: rifted  to  medical  difquiiition. 

In  1744,  his  44  Effay  on  the  Origin  of  Amber,”  and  his  44  Obfer- 

vations  on  the  Manna  Perficum,”  were  inferted  in  the  Philofophical 
Tranfadtions  : and  likewife,  in  1745,  his  44  Letter  to  Dr.  Mead,”  and 
his  44  Qbiervations  on  a Cafe  of  recovering  a Man  dead  in  Appearance.” 
In  the  fubfequent  year  he  was  admitted  a licentiate  of  the  Royal  College 
of  Phyficians. 

Men  of  great  talents  do  not  always  employ  them  on  temporary  or 
popular  fubjedts  ; but  on  the  other  hand,  their  works,  like  the  precious, 
metals,  are  not  injured  by  their  antiquity  : the  preceding-  perfor- 

mances were  rather  folid  than  brilliant ; calculated  rather  to  enfure 
future  reputation,  than  prefent  emolument  y and  will  be  read  now  with 
as  much  pleafure  as  when  they  were  fir  ft  publifhed.  What  he  endear 
voured  to  prove,  to  illuftrate  and  enforce,  refpedfing  the  recovery  of 
drowned  perfons,  has  been  fince  attempted  in  moft  maritime  ftates  of 
Europe  ; and  he  enjoyed  the  pleafure  of  living  to  fee  thofe  rules  adopted 
with  fiiccefs  in  this  metropolis,  by  the  ardour  of  Dr.  Hawes  and  others, 
which  upwards  of  thirty  years  before  he  had  recommended  by  his  pen-. 
To  whatever  merit  thefe  Obfervations  were,  juftly  entitled,  the  fubject 
at  that  time  excited  no  popular  attention,  though  fmce  profecuted 
with  a zeal  that  does  honour  to  humanity  5 it  could  not,  therefore-, 
have  contributed,  in  any  confiderable  degree,  to  elevate  his  character ; 
yet  at  this  time  he  had  acquired  a large  fhare  of  employment’  in  his 
profeflion,  and  his  emoluments  were  then  fuperior  to  what  many  phy- 
ficians of  long  ftanding  at  this  time,  can  boaft.  He.  was  ever  averfe 
from  fpeaking  of  the  pecuniary  emoluments  of  his  profeflion  ; and  ex- 
cepting what  he  intimated  in  the  prefent  inftanee,  he  never,  to  my 
recolledtion,  mentioned  the  fubjedt ; and  upon  this  occafton  it  was  col- 
ledted  from  collateral  circumftances,  and  not  from  immediate  informa- 
tion. Nothing  hurt  his  feelings  more,  than  eftimating  the  profeflion 
of  phyfic  by  its  lucrative  advantages  ^ the  art  of  healing,  he  confidered 
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in  that  facred  point  of  view,  which  connected  it  with  a confcientious 
principle  of  aftion.  “ My  only  with,”  he  declares,  “ was  to  do 
“ what  little  bufinefs  might  fall  to  my  fhare,  as  well  as  poffible ; and 
“ to  banifh  all  thoughts  of  p radtiling  phyfic  as  a money- getting  trade, 
“ with  the  fame  folicitude,  as  I would  the  luggeftions  of  vice  or  intem- 
“ perance*.”  And  when  the  fuccefs  of  his  pradtj.ce  had  raifed  him  to 
the  fummit  of  reputation  and  emolument,  he  feemed  adiuated  by  the 
fame  fentiment  : <c  I endeavour,”  fays  this  confcientious  phyfician, 
<c  to  follow  my  bufinefs,  becaufe  it  is  my  duty,  rather  than  my  intereft  ; 
<e  the  laft  is  infeparable  from  a juft  difcharge  of  duty,  but  I have 
“ ever  wifhed  to  look  at  the  profits  in  the  laft  place,  and  this  wifh 
“ has  attended  me  ever  fince  my  beginning  •j~.” 

If  this  language  is  foreign  to  the  man  of  the  world,  it  is  at  leaft 
worthy  of  a man  of  principle  ; and  .no  phyfician  will  be  worfe  for  its 
perufal.  or  imitation,  nor  of  what  he  afterwards  communicated  upon  the 
fame  fubjedt.  “ I wifhed  at  my  firft  fetting  out,”  he  obferves,  “ I 
“ wifhed  moft  fervently,  and  I endeavour  after  it  ftill,  to  do  the  bufinefs 
“ that  occurred,  with  all  the  diligence  I could,  as  a prefent  duty , and 
“ endeavoured  to  reprefs  every  riling  idea  of  its  confequences ; know- 
“ ing  moft  affuredly  that  there  was  a hand,  which  could  eafily  overthrow 
“ every  purfuit  of  this  kina,  ana  baffle  every  attempt,  either  to  acquire 
“ fame  or  wealth.  And  with  a great  degree  of  gratitude,  I look  back 
“ to  the  gracious  fecret  preferver,  that  kept  my  mind  more  attentive  to 
“ the,  difcharge  of  my  prefent  anxious  care  for  thofe  I vifited,  than 
“ either  to  the  profits  or  the  credit  refulting  from  it : and  I am  fure, 
“ to  be  kept  under  fuch  a circumfcribed  unafpiring  temper  of  mind, 
il  doing  every  thing  with  diligence,  humility,  and  as  in  the  fight  of  the 
“ God  of  healing,  frees  the  mind  from  much  unavailing  diftrefs,  and 
**  confequential  difappointment  J.” 

There  are  many  incidental  circumftances  which  tend  to  introduce  a. 
phyfician  into  practice,  independent  of  any  intrinfic  merit,  and  religious 
profefiion  is  not  one  of  the  leaft  : whoever  acquires  the  foremoft  repu— • 

* Letter  to  the  Editor,  dated  Lea-hal!j  anno  1769. 

t Ditto,  dated  anno  1770. 

X Ditto,  dated  anno  1773. 
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tation  with  the  leaders  of  a fed,  is  by  them  naturally  confidered  and 
proclaimed  as  the  firffc  of  the  medical  profeffion  at  large;  but  as  there 
were  two  phyficians  of  the  fame  religious  fentiments  with  Or.FoTHER- 
gill,  previoufly  fettled  in  the  metropolis,  his  early  reputation  could  not 
be  deduced  from  his  religion  j neither  could  family  connexion  operate 
in  a flronger  manner,  becauie  the  refidence  of  his  relations  was  prin- 
cipally in  the  north  of  England,  Whatever  reputation  is  acquired,  un- 
connected with  literature  or  medical  fkill,  is  precarious  at  all  times  : 
if  patients  are  not  cured  ; if  fuccefs  does  not  follow  practice  ; a fpecious 
importance  acquired  or  fupported  by  partial  or  fuperficial  pretences,  is 
feldom  permanent.  In  concerns  of  fuch  magnitude,  where  health  and 
life  are  at  flake,  partial  attachments  will  vanifh,  and  a conviction  of 
fuperior  fagacity  and  fkill  will  at  length  predominate.  Whether  we 
confider  Dr.  Fothergill’s  early  acquifition  of  reputation,  or  its 
future  accumulation,  we  cannot  hefitate  to  afcribe  it  to  his  fuperior 
merit,  or  to  that  lingular  combination  of  vigorous  powers  of  mind, 
and  chafte  integrity  of  manners,  which  for  a feries  of  years  conciliated 
the  affeCtions,  and  claimed  the  unreferved  confidence,  of  the  public. 

• Sunt  verba  et  voces , quibus  hunc  lenire  dolorem 
Pojjis,  et  magnam  morbi  deponere  partem.  Hor*. 

Highly  flattering  as  his  fuccefs  mull  have  been,  at  this  early  period, 
it  bore  very  little  proportion  to  that  blaze  of  character  which  fucceeded 
his  “ Account  of  the  Sore  Throat  attended  with  Ulcers, ” publifhed 
in  1748,  and  fmce  defervedly  tranflated  into  every  European  language. 
Not  long  before  this  time,  the  difeafe  which  he  now  elucidated,  in  its 
general  havock  in  London,  had  fwept  away  indifcriminately,  the  hopes 
of  fome  noble  families,  and  particularly  the  two  fons  of  the  late  Henry 
Pelham,  brother  to  the  late  duke  of  Newcaftle,  and  had  hence  excited 
very  general  alarm  ; the  difcovery  therefore  of  a new  and  fuccefsful 
treatment  of  fo  formidable  and  fatal  a difeafe,  was  critically  fortunate 
for  the  public,  as  well  as  for  the  author.  Medical  effays  which  promife 
improvements  in  the  art  of  healing,  are  ufually  offered  to  the  public 


* The  pow’r  of  words,  and  Toothing  founds,  appeafe 
The  raging  pain,  and  lefTen  the  difeafe,  Francis. 
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in  a ftate  of  imperfection,  as  long  and  repeated  experiment  is  requifite 
to  mature  the  offspring  of  a luxuriant  genius ; but  this  performance 
was  exempted  from  the  imbecillity  of  a hafty  birth,  and  the  revo- 
lution it  produced  in  the  treatment  of  this  difeafe,  has  obtained  the 
fanCtion  of  the  ableft  phyficians  from  that  period  to  the  prefent  time, 
with  lefs  deviation  perhaps  than  has  attended  the  management  of  any 
other  acute  diforder. 

As  the  alarm  among  perfons  of  fafhion,  long  fubfifted,  the  Doctor’s 
reputation  rapidly  increafed.  Whoever  aftonifhes  the  public  with  new 
difcoveries  upon  any  popular  difeafe,  the  reputation  of  fagacity  in  every 
other,  will  be  annexed.  He  was  now  introduced  into  the  firft  families 
in  the  metropolis ; and  he  was  rarely  ever  employed,  but  in  emergencies 
he  was  fought  for  again. 

But  whoever  deviates  from  a routine  of  practice  familiarized  by  long 
habit,  will  encounter  oppofition  ; or  if  truth  is  too  brilliant  to  be 
eluded,  that  oppofition  takes  the  form  of  envy,  armed  on  all  {ides  with 
detraction ; the  difcovery  is  anticipated  by  fome  previous  defcription,  or 
vague  fuggeftion,  which,  at  the  time  gained  no  influence,  nor  deferved 
any  attention.  Such  infinuations  have  been  urged  again!!  the  merits 
of  the  prefent  performance,  upon  fuch  a foundation  indeed  as  does 
not  deferve  the  trouble  of  refutation.  The  very  general  and  almoft  in- 
variable attribution  of  the  difcovery  to  Dr.  Fothergill,  by  his  con- 
temporaries, weighs  with  me  much  more  forcibly,  than  the  ll ight 
fuggeftion,  that  a phyfician  had  previoufly  found  out  the  difeafe,  -its 
fy  nip  toms  and  its  cure,  in  writers,  which  are  themfelves  obfcure. 
Nobody  could  doubt  the  fagacity  of  Dr.  Letherland  ; but  beyond  the 
obligation  which  Dr.  Fothergill  has  candidly  acknowledged  to  him, 

I fee  no  reafon  to  detract  from  the  merit  of  the  latter,  who  uniformly, 
without  referve,  always  fpoke  of  it  as  his  own  production ; and  with- 
out the  confcioufnefs  of  defert,  no  perfon  that  knew  him,  could  be 
ignorant,  that  his  modefty  and  his  integrity  would  equally  revolt  at 
any  unworthy  plagiarifm. 

Had  Dr.  Fothergill’s  Account  of  the  Sore  Throat  been  merely  a 
publication  of  doCtrines  previoufty  known  and  adopted,  fuch  a plagia- 
rifm muft  have  been  notorious  to  every  medical  man  in  the  city  ; and 
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the  performance  which  announced  a fuppofed  difcovery,  would  have 
met  with  general  contempt,  indead  of  that  eclat  which  it  conferred 
upon  the  writer,  and  which  Suddenly  fwelled  the  current  of  his  bufinefs, 
and  confequently  of  his  emolument : the  fird  induced  him  to  feek  for 
fome  moments  of  retirement,  and  the  lad  enabled  him  to  effed:  it,  as 
far  as  a phyfician  in  extenfive  practice  could  command  moments  of 
leifure.  The  natural  bias  of  the  mind  is  moll  apt  toihew  itfelf  in  a date 
of  independence,  when  un.redrained  by  exterior  concerns  : in  an  adive 
and  multifarious  genius,  with  which  the  Dodor  was  endowed,  it  would 
be  difficult  to  afcertain  his  warmed  excitements  : individuals  themfelves 
are  not  always  the  mod  competent  judges  of  the  cuique  voluptas  ; 
adions  conditute  a more  certain  criterion,  and  by  this  dandard  we  may 
conclude,  that  he  did  not  make  a falfe  edimate  of  his  own  propenfities ; 
as  long  before  he  was  able  to  command  that  leifure  which  he  never 
chofe  to  allow  himfelf,  he  obferved,  that  “ chemidry  and  natural 
“ hidory  would  be  his  entertainments,  were  he  wholly  at  leifure; 

he  could  not,  however,  lofe  fight  of  the  cui  bono,  in  any  refearches  : 
“ there  is  dill  room  enough  for  difcoveries  ; many  points  that  we 
“ believe,  rather  than  know  3 and  fome  of  thefe  he  could  wifla  to  de- 
4<  termine  by  experiments 

In  thofe  departments  of  fcience,  where  fad  alone  depends  upon  the 
refult  of  experiment,  that  leifure,  that  fedulous  perfeverance  is  de- 
manded, which  is  incompatible  with  the  fudden  and  unexpeded  avoca- 
tions of  a phyfician.  In  chemidry,  where  demondration  has  fuperfeded 
vague  hypothefis,  this  dudious  attention  is  particularly  requihte  : how- 
ever drong  therefore,  the  Dodor’s  propensity  to  chemical  refearches 
might  have  been,  the  pradice  of  medicine,  and  a judicious  mode  of 
prefcribing,  were  not  calculated  to  amplify  its  boundaries  : this  depart- 
ment of  fcience  was  not  then  either  fo  generally  or  fo  fuccefsfully 
cultivated  : Hales,  and  other  philofophers,  had  laid  down  a wide  field 

for  invedigation,  and  experiments  have  been  fmce  multiplied,  more 
particularly  relative  to  medicine,  diet,  and  the  animal  ceconomy.  The 
Air  which  we  breathe,  as  one  homogeneous  fluid,  was  now  analyzed  by 
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new  experiments  in  the  North  ; but  it  was  referved  for  a Prieftley  to 
develope  the  Aerial  Syjlem , to  embody  fhades  invifible  to  former  ages, 
and  place  them  in  fyflematic  light : but  long  before  this  period  of 
aftonifhing  elucidation  of  air.  Dr.  Fothergill  had  fuggefted  experi- 
ments upon  this  really  heterogeneous  fluid  : fo  early  as  1744,  he  com- 
municated to  his  friend  Dr.  Cuming  *,  not  only  his  doubts  refpedting 
the  real  contents  of  the  air,  but  the  procefs  of  experiment  he  meant  to 
inftitute.  How  far  he  purfued  a deflgn  fo  worthy  of  an  ingenious  mind, 
I am  uncertain;  but  the  hate  of  his  health,  which  he  afterwards  intro- 
duces as  an  obftacle  to  his  purfuit,  and  the  encreafe  of  various  avoca- 
tions, probably  terminated  thefe  enquiries.  The  method  he  propofed 
to  adopt,  he  thus  defcribes  : <(  I have  ordered  fome  large  glafs  bells 
“ to  be  made,  but  of  a more  conical  figure,  capable  of  holding  feveral 
“ gallons  : thefe  in  warm  weather  will  be  placed  upon  proper  fupports, 
“ the  apex  loweft,  the  broad  open  bafe  above : the  coldefl:  water  will 
“ be  poured  into  them,  and  rendered  hill  colder  by  fal  ammoniac  and 
“ fal  communis ; on  the  outfide,  the  moihure  of  the  air  will  be  con- 
“ denfed  in  large  quantities,  and  afterwards  fubjeded  to  chemical 
“ analyfis.” 

Although  a natural  bias  for  experiment,  does  not  now  appear  in  many 
inhances  of  his  chemical  investigations,  yet  it  obvioufly  pervaded  the 
whole  compofition  of  his  prefcriptions.  It  is  well  known,  that  the 
mere  exterior  furface  of  bodies  is  no  criterion  of  their  component 
parts,  when  analyzed  by  chemical  procefles  : the  moh  fimple  and  inno- 
cent articles  ufed  in  diet,  confih  of  parts,  which,  developed  and  fepa- 
rated,  become  highly  corrofive ; culinary  fait,  applied  to  fo  many  ufeful 
and  dietetic  purpofes,  contains,  as  well  as  nitre  and  common  fulphur, 
an  acid,  which  is  dehrudtive  to  the  hardeh  fubhances  : other  com- 
binations may  be  formed,  of  bodies  inofifenfive  and  inert  in  their  diftindt 
Hates,  which  on  union,  become  noxious  to  animal  life.  Chemiftry  is 
hence  abfolutely  requifite  to  form  a phyfician,  who  muft  have  daily 
reference  to  it  in  his  practice  : yet  in  this  department  of  medicine, 
phyficians  are  not  unfrequently  deficient ; by  which  compofitions  have 

* Letter  dated  London,  anno  1744. 
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been  recommended,  and  from  thence  combinations  have  refulted,  which 
the  prefcriber  neither  propofed  nor  fufpe&ed.  This  was  not  the  fate 
of  Dr.  Fothergill  ; there  was  fuch  a well-directed  feledtion  in  all 
his  compofitions,  as  happily  united  fimplicity,  elegance,  and  utility ; 
and  as  the  influence  of  his  practice  extended,  his  mode  of  prefcription 
was  proportionally  imitated  in  the  metropolis,  and  at  length  fo  generally 
adopted,  that  I may  hazard  the  aflertion,  that  he  principally  contri- 
buted to  bring  about  a revolution,  that  fubftituted  elegant  fimplicity 
in  the  place  of  multifarious  and  difcordant  compound. 

Materia  Medica  is  that  department  of  medicine  moft  immediately 
allied  to  natural  hiftory,  and  to  which  he  had  devoted  no  little  attention  ; 
having  collected  a cabinet  of  materia  medica,  feldom,  if  ever,  exceeded 
for  its  extent  or  feledtion.  He  had  even  encouraged  the  idea  of  deliver- 
ing lectures  upon  this  entertaining  and  ufeful  branch  of  medicine ; but 
an  encreafe  of  employment,  joined  with  a diffidence  of  his  own  abilities, 
which  none  but  himfelf  entertained,  diverted  him  from  this  intention  ; 
and  his  valuable  colle&ion  was  generoufly  prefented  to  the  college  of 
Edinburgh,  for  the  ufe  of  the  public  profeflbr  of  Materia  Medica  in 
that  univerfity.  The  handmaid  to  this  branch  of  medicine  is  Botany,  a 
department  of  natural  hiftory,  which  affords  the  greateft  inftrudtion  and 
recreation  with  the  leaft  exercife  of  the  mind : it  is,  therefore,  well 
adapted  to  the  purfuit  of  a medical  man,  whofe  moments  of  feclufion 
are  rather  fnatched  from  time  by  watchful  diligence,  than  enjoyed  from 
actual  leifure. 

As  a rational  means  of  unbending  his  mind,  and  affording  at  the 
fame  time  collateral  advancement  in  the  healing  art.  Botany  acquired  his 
patronage.  On  the  Surrey  fide  of  the  Thames  he  had  noticed  a fpot  of 
land,  the  fttuation  of  which  fheltered  it  from  the  feverity  of  the  north 
wind,  and  in  the  foil  of  which  vegetables  grew  luxuriantly ; its  vicinity 
was  conveaient,  and  its  extent  rendered  its  purchafe  eafy,  as  the  pro- 
prietor was  inclined  to  fell  it  : the  price  was  ftipulated,  and  one  obftacle 
alone  remained  to  make  it  his  own  ; it  was  let  to  a tenant  at  will,  whole 
little  family  fubfifted  on  its  produce,  and  whofe  mifery  was  inevitable, 
had  he  expelled  him  from  this  fruitful  foil : the  moment  he  was  made- 
acquainted  with  the  cireumftances  of  the  family,  he  refufed  the  offer, 
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adding,  “ that  that  could  never  afford  gratification  to  him,  which  en- 
“ tailed  mifery  on  another and  when  he  relinquifhed  this  projected 
Eden,  he  made  the  family  a prefent  of  the  intended  purchafe-money, 
as  I was  informed  by  a relation  of  the  tenant,  and  had  it  in  part  con- 
firmed by  the  prefent  proprietor. 

Not  far  diflant  from  this  admired  fpot,  he  had  afterwards  a garden  *, 
which  he  occafionally  vifited ; but  he  never  furnifhed  it  with  that  pro- 
fufion  of  exotics  which  he  fince  collected  from  every  quarter  of  the 
globe,  and  introduced  into  his  garden  at  Upton,  near  Stratford.  The 
whole  elfate  was  extenfive ; the  feat  was  formerly  called  Rooke-hall, 
from  the  name  of  the  perfon  who  poffeffed  it  in  1566;  and  in  1666, 
it  defcended  to  Sir  Robert  Smyth,  from  whofe  family  it  was  purchafed, 
almoft  a century  afterwards,  by  Admiral  Elliot ; and  in  Auguft  1762  it 
became  the  property  of  Dr.  Fothergill  *f\  The  walls  of  the  garden 

inclofed 

* That  learned  phyfician  and  ingenious  botanift  Dr.  William  Watfon,  informed  me, 
that  a beautiful  Acacia,  formerly  planted  by  Dr.  Fothergill,  and  one  of  the  laft  remains 
of  his  horticulture  there,  was  ignorantly  cut  down  about  two  years  ago. 

•f-  In  the  year  1762,  when  Dr.  Fothergill  purchafed  of  Admiral  Elliot  his  eftate 
at  Upton,  it  confifted  of  the  houfe,  garden,  and  lands  adjoining,  to  the  amount  of  about 
thirty  acres. 

There  were  at  that  time  growing  in  a part  of  the  garden  called  the  Wildernefs,  five 
large  Virginia  cedars,  not  lefs  in  diameter  than  ten  inches  one  with  another,  and  which 
were  probably  fome  of  the  firfi:  of  the  kind  planted  in  England. 

A year  or  two  after,  Dr.  Fothergill  purchafed  of  Peter  Bigot,  Efq;  a parcel  of  land, 
extending  from  the  premifes  bought  of  Admiral  Elliot  to  the  Ilford  road;  and  in  the 
fame  year  began  the  plantation  along  the  faid  road. 

Not  long  after,  viz.  about  the  year  1764  or  5,  he  agreed  with  the  proprietor  of  the 
large  field  called  Lady  Margaret’s  field,  to  the  eaft  of  this  new  purchafe,  to  run  a ftraight 
line  between  their  refpedtive  grounds ; the  old  fence  being  no  other  than  a broad  fandy 
bank,  and  extremely  crooked.  When  this  was  fettled,  and  the  fence  made,  a plantation 
was  begun  on  that  fide,  principally  confifting  of  oaks  of  a very  ufeful  kind,  the  acorns 
of  which  were  brought  from  the  mountainous  parts  of  Portugal,  and  the  timber  is  thought 
to  be  fecond  to  none,  in  refpedt  to  durability. 

Likewife  fome  Spanifh  chefnuts,  raifed  from  the  nuts*  in  a plantation  upon  the  premifes. 

In  the  garden  there  was  a fine  bay  hedge;  and  in  the  Wildernefs,  one  fide  of  which  is 
inclofed  by  this  hedge,  fome  very  large  laurels.  Excepting  thefe,  a Larch,  an  Acacia,  and 
the  Virginia  cedars  above-mentioned,  fome  large  Abeiles,  and  the  fruit-trees  againft  the 
walls,  there  was  not  one  foreign  plant  or  fhrub  in  the  whole  garden. 
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inclofed  above  five  acres  of  land  ; a winding  canal,  in  the  figure  of  a 
crefcent,  nearly  formed  it  into  two  divifions,  and  opeaed  occafionally 
on  the  fight,  through  the  branches  of  rare  and  exotic  fhrubs,  that 
lined  the  walks  on  its  banks.  In  the  midfl  of  winter,  when  the  earth 
was  covered  with  fnow,  evergreens  were  clothed  in  full  verdure  : with- 
out expofure  to  the  open  air,  a glafs  door  from  the  manfion-houfe  gave 
entrance  into  a fuite  of  hot  and  green-houfe  apartments  of  nearly  260 
feet  extent,  containing  upwards  of  3,400  diftindt  fpecies  of  exotics, 
whofe  foliage  Wore  a perpetual  verdure,  and  formed  a beautiful  and 
firiking  contrail  to  the  Ihrivelled  natives  of  colder  regions.  In  the 
open  ground,  with  the  returning  fummer,  about  3,000  diftindt  fpecies 
of  plants  and  fhrubs  vied  in  verdure  with  the  natives  of  Alia  and  Africa. 
It  was  in  this  fpot  that  a perpetual  fpring  was  realized ; where  the  elegant 
proprietor  fometimes  retired  for  a few  hours,  to  contemplate  the  vege- 
table productions  of  the  four  quarters  of  the  globe  united  within  his 
domain ; where  the  fpheres  feemed  tranfpofed,  and  the  ardtic  circle  to 
be  joined  to  the  equator1*.  . 

Et  nunc  omnis  ager , mine  omnis  parturit  arbos , 

Nunc  frondent  Jihscc,  nunc  formojjijjimus  annus „ 

Virgil. 

But 

Whatever  there  is  in  the  garden,  or  adjoining  fields,  of  this  kind,  were  planted  by  Dr.. 
Fothergill,  foon  after  thefe  grounds  came  into  his  poffeffion  : which  circumftance  is 
here  mentioned  for  no  other  purpofe,  but  that  if  this  memorial  Ihould  be  preferved,  it  may 
be  known  to  a fucceeding  generation,  what  progrefs  the  feveral  fhrubs  and  trees  have 
made. 

Some  of  the  trees  were  not  lefs  than  fifteen  feet  high  when  they  were  planted  ; efjrecially 
thofe  on  the  well;  fide  of  the  field  adjoining  to  the  garden. 

The  large  trees,  among  which  are  many  rare  oaks,  were  brought  out  of  the  firft  great 

nurfery  of  North  American  trees  in  England  at  Fulham,  belonging  to  Gray,  an 

eminent  gardener ; and  the  firft  who,  being  affifted  by  Peter  Collinfon,  Mark  Catefby, 
and  other  curious  collectors,  fupplied  England  with  the  vegetable  treafures  of  America. 

* The  prefident  of  the  Royal  Society,  who  has  circumnavigated  the  globe,  and  b 
acquainted  with  moft  of  the  gardens  in  Europe,  fpeaks  of  Dr.  Fothergill’s  in  the  fol- 
lowing manner. 

“ At  an  expence  feldom  undertaken  by  an  individual,  and  with  an  ardour  that  was 
“ vifible  in  the  whole  of  his  conduct,  he  procured  from  all  parts  of  the  world  a great 
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But  in  the  midft  of  this  enchanting  combination  of  nature,  he  never 
loft  light  of  the  cut  bono  : “ In  thefe,  as  in  every  other  purfuit,  he 
(t  had  always  in  view  the  enlargement  and  elevation  of  his  own  heart;. 
“ having  formed  early  habitudes  of  religious  reference,  from  the  difplay 
t(  of  divine  power  and  wifdom  in  the  beauty,  the  order,  and  the  har- 
**  mony  of  external  things,  to  the  glory  of  their  Almighty  Former.— 
c<  From  the  influences  of  thefe  habitudes,  his  mind  was  always  preferred 
i(  in  a difengaged  and  independent  ftate,  enjoying,  but  yet  adoring  *.’* 

number  of  the  rareft  plants,  and  protected  them  in  the  ampleft  buildings  which  this 
<e  or  any  other  country  has  feen.  He  liberally  propofed  rewards  to  thofe,  whofe  circum- 
“ fiances  and  fituations  in  life  gave  them  opportunities  of  bringing  hither  plants  which 
<c  might  be  ornamental,  and  probably  ufeful  to  this  country,  or  her  colonies;  and  as 
“ liberally  paid  thefe  rewards  to  all  that  ferved  him.  If  the  troubles  of  war  had  permitted, 
“ we  fhou  -.1  have  had  the  Cortex  Winteranus^&c.  &c.  introduced  by  his  means  into  this 
“ country  ; and  alfo  the  Bread-fruit,  Mangalften,  See.  into  the  Weft  Indies.  For  each  of 
cc  thefe,  and  many  others,  he  had  fixed  a proper  premium.  In  conjunction  with  the  Earl 
<£  of  Tankerville,  Dr.  Pitcairn,  and  myfelf,  he  fent  over  a perfon  to  Africa,  who  is  ftill 
“ employed  upon  the  coaft  of  that  country,  for  the  purpofe  of  collecting  plants  and 
e<  fpecimens. 

“ Thofe  whofe  gratitude  for  reftored  health  prompted  them  to  do  what  was  acceptable  to 
«<  their  benefaCtor,  were  always  informed  by  him  that  prefents  of  rare  plants  chiefly 
« attracted  his  attention,  and  would  be  more  acceptable  to  him  than  the  molt  generous 
“ fees.  How  many  unhappy  men,  enervated  by  the  effeCts  of  hot  climates,  where  their 
*«  connections  had  placed  them,  found  health  on  their  return  home  at  that  cheap  pur- 
<c  chafe  ! 

“ What  an  infinite  number  of  plants  he  obtained  by  thefe  means,  the  large  collection 
« of  drawings  he  left  behind  will  amply  teftify;  and  that  they  were  equalled  by  nothing 
“ but  royal  munificence,  at  this  time  largely  bellowed  upon  the  botanic  gardens  at  Kew. 
“ In  my  opinion,  no  other  garden  in  Europe,  royal,  or  of  a fubjeCt,  had  nearly  fo  many 
**  fcarce  and  valuable  plants. 

“ That  fcience  might  not  fuffer  a lofs,  when  a plant  he  had  cultivated  Ihould  die,  he 
« liberally  paid  the  bell  artift  the  country  afforded  to  draw  the  new  ones  as  they  came 

45  to  perfection ; and  fo  numerous  were  they  at  laft,  that  he  found  it  neceflary  to  em- 
« ploy  more  artifts  than  one,  in  order  to  keep  pace  with  their  increafe.  His  garden  was 

known  all  over  Europe,  and  foreigners  of  all  ranks  afked,  when  they  came  hither,  per- 

million  to  fee  it ; of  which  Dr.  Solander  and  myfelf  are  fufficient  witnefies,  from  the 

46  many  applications  that  have  been  made  through  us  for  that  permiflion.” 

Sir  Jofeph  Banks’s  Note  in  Dr.  Thompfon’s  Memoirs  of  Dr.  Fothergill,  p.  37 , 

* Dr.  Hird’s  Affectionate  Tribute  to  the  memory  of  Dr,  Fothergill,  p.  13. 
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In  the  fuperficial  cultivation  of  many  departments  of  natural  hi/lory, 
expence  is  often  laviflied  without  benefit  either  to  the  collector  or  to 
the  public,  where  the  object  is  rather  to  gratify  curiofity  than  to  aug- 
ment and  diffufe  knowledge  : in  the  enjoyment  of  horticulture,  the 
mind  that  was  elevated  to  fublime  contemplation,  could  not  be  reflrained 
by  the  partial  motive  of  a mere  collector  and  he  that  in  his  purfuits 
enlarges  his  fpeculation  to  the  cui  bono , will  never  want  ample  occafions 
of  promoting  general  good  in  the  ftudy  of  vegetable  nature,  which 
teems  with  fo  many  bleffings  to  mankind  : whoever  confiders  the  im- 
portance of  clothing,  of  houfehold  furniture,  and  of  his  daily  bread, 
cannot  but  view  it  as  one  of  the  moft  ufeful,  and  confequently  one  of 
the  mod;  rational  purfuits  of  an  enlightened  underftanding.  Of  this 
we  fhall  be  convinced,  if  we  refled:  what  benefit  would  accrue  to 
mankind,  could  another  dietetic  article  like  the  common  potatoe  be 
difcovered  ! How  great  a benefaCtor  to  his  fellow-creatures  would  that 
man  prove,  who  fliould  find  out  another  grain  like  wheat,  or  pulfe  like 
the  common  pea  ! or  an  article  of  clothing  and  manufacture  fuperior  ta 
cotton  or  flax  ! — Such  confiderations  influenced  Dr.  Fothergill  j 
and  where  he  could  not  produce  objeCts  of  equal  importance,  he  exerted 
himfelf  to  accomplifh  others  of  lefs,  yet  of  great  public  utility. 
What  he  eflfeded,  and  what  he  contributed  to  do,  would  fill  a volume, 
were  a grateful  biographer  to  enlarge  upon  them  : he  pointed  out  what 
would  fuit  different  foils,  and  formed  a balance  in  the  productions  of 
the  globe  : from  America  he  received  various  fpecies  of  Catalpas, 
Kalmias,  Magnolias,  Firs,  Oaks,  Maples,  and  other  valuable  productions, 
which  became  denizens  of  his  domain,  fome  of  them  capable  of  being 
applied  to  the  moft  ufeful  purpofes  of  timber  and,  in  return,  he  tranf- 
ported  green  and  bohea  teas  from  his  garden  at  Upton,  to  the  fouthern 
part  of  that  great  continent,  now  rifing  into  an  independent  empire  : he 
endeavoured  to  improve  the  growth  and  quality  of  coffee  in  the  Welt 
India  iflanas  ; the  Bamboo  cane  (Arundo  Bambos)  calculated  for  various 
domeftic  ufes,  he  procured  from  China,  and  purpofed  to  tranfplant 
it  to  our  ifiands  fituated  within  the  tropics.  The  Lift  time  I was  with 
him  at  Upton,  I introduced  Governor  Nugent,  who  defervedly  pofleffed 
the  chief  adminiftration  of  Tortola,  to  whom  he  expreffed  the  pleafure 

he 
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he  fhould  experience  in  being  the  means  of  furnifhing  the  Caribbean 
Archipelago  with  this  ufeful  Afiatic ; the  very  fhoots  of  which  were 
marked  for  this  defign.  The  elegant  vegetable  is  now  in  my  poffeffion  ; 
and  I recoiled:  with  grateful  pleafure,  as  often  as  I fee  it,  the  wifh  of 
its  former  proprietor,  hoping,  when  the  tumult  of  war  fhall  have  fub- 
fided,  to  carry  his  defign  into  execution 

The  Nutmeg- tree  now  flourifhes  in  the  Ifle  of  France,  and  Clove- 
trees  have  been  tranfplanted  from  thence  to  CayenneJ.  The  true  Cin- 
namon is  a tree  we  have  not  hitherto  been  able  to  cultivate  out  of  Alia, 
though  the  Dodor  ufed  many  endeavours  to  introduce  it  into  our  Weft 
India  colonies.  The  Canella  cinnamomsea  I had  from  his  garden;  and 
the  true  cinnamon-tree  would  have  arrived  here  in  health,  had  not  the 
alarm  of  an  enemy’s  fhip  induced  my  friend  to  throw  it  overboard, 
with  other  articles  defigned  as  a prefent : the  war,  however,  may  ulti- 
mately extend  the  cultivation  of  thefe  exotics,  which,  like  the  inhabi- 
tants of  a feraglio,  are  cautioufly  excluded  from  the  eye  of  ftrangers^;. 

Intent  as  he  was  to  promote  fo  many  articles  of  commerce,  manu- 
fadure,  and  convenience,,  he  could  not  lofe  fight  of  thofe  departments 
of  natural  hiftory,  which  were  more  immediately  conneded  with  medi- 
cine, in  order  to  afcertain  the  knowledge  of  what  was  already  acquired, 
and  to  expand  it  by  experiment  where  deficient.  Though  he  was  not 
the  firft  who  aaminiftered  Hemlock  internally,  he  was  the  firft  who 
accurately  difcriminated  its  virtues  : by  him  we  were  made  acquainted 
with  the  Gummi  rubrum  aftringens  Gambienfe  ; and  by  his  endeavours, 
and  the  ardour  of  minds  ftmilar  to  his  own,  we  know  that  Terra 

* Since  I penned  the  above  fentence,  I have  been  informed  that  the  Bamboo  cane 
has  been  tranfplanted  to  Jamaica,  where  it  thrives  luxuriantly,  and  has  been  already  ap- 
plied to  many  ufeful  purpofes. 

t Dr.  Juffieu  obligingly  informed  me,  by  letter,  of  the  circumftances  refpecfting  the 
nutmeg  and  clove  trees. 

J I am  indebted  to  Dr.  Vicq  D’Azyr,  and  Dr.  De  Juffieu,  for  information  on  this  Alb- 
led!,  that  Cinnamon  has  been  tranfplanted  to  the  French  Weft  India  iflands,  and  particularly 
to  Guadaloupe,  where  it  is  greatly  increafed  : (Le  Cannelier,  tranfplante  depuis  long 
temps  dans  les  ifles  d’Amerique,  et  fur- tout  a la  Guadaloupe,  s’y  eft  tres  muitiplie. 
grows  likewife  in  St.  V-incent’s., 
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Japonica  is  a vegetable  extract  * ; and  to  him  and  Dr.  Ruflell  we  are 
indebted  for  the  flouridling  of  genuine  Scammony  -f*  in  our  foil,  as  if 
indigenous  to  it.  He  attempted  to  procure  the  tree  which  affords 
the  Peruvian  bark  J ; and  is  faid  to  have  at  length  fo  far  fucceeded,  as 
.to  have  had  one  plant  in  his  garden,  but  which  I believe  died  with  its 
poflelfor.  This  invaluable  tree,  which  is  fo  common  in  Peru  and  Chili, 
would  doubtlefs  thrive  on  the  North  American  continent,  and  in  the 
larger  Wed;  India  iflands  ; it  is  perhaps  already  indigenous  to  the  moun- 
tains of  Jamaica  § ; and  by  fucceflive  endeavours  it  may  hereafter  be 
cultivated  in  the  colonies  of  different  European  dates  : we  have  feen 
in  how  diort  a period  of  time  the  true  Rhubarb  (Rheum  palmatum)  has 
been  naturalized  to  our  foil,  furnidiing  us  at  home  with  fo  important 
an  acquifition  to  the  Materia  Medica.  If  we  have  not  already  cultivated 
it  fo  fuccefsfully  as  to  rival  the  foreign,  it  is  at  lead  nearly  equal  in 
medicinal  qualities  ; and  future  experiments  may  enable  us  to  fupply 
all  our  own  confumption.  Much  depends  upon  the  nature  of  the  foil, 
and  much  upon  the  manner  of  drying  the  root  after  it  has  been  taken 
up : to  promote  its  growth,  and  the  improvement  of  its  quality. 

Dr.  Fothergill  carefully  exerted  himfelf;  and  his  directions  refpeCt- 

* Since  Dr.  Fothergill’s  deceafe,  I have  received  feeds  of  the  true  mimofa  Japonica, 
or  tree  producing  Terra  Japonica,  and  have  diftributed  portions  of  them  to  feveral  emi- 
nent botanifts  in  different  parts  of  Europe,  as  well  as  placed  fome  in  my  hot-houfe  at 
Grove-hill.  They  were  fent  by  Dr.  Kerr,  an  ingenious  phyiician  refident  at  Calcutta. 

t Dr.  Fothergill  obferves,  that  with  no  fmall  trouble  Dr.  Ruffell  fucceeded  in 
procuring  us  the  feeds  of  the  true  Scammony.  They  were  raifed  by  my  two  botanical 
friends,  the  late  Peter  Collinfon,  and  the  indefatigable  James  Gordon.  Seeds  were  like- 
wife  fent  over  to  the  fouthern  colonies  of  America,  in  hopes  that  in  a fimilar  foil  and 
latitude,  in  fome  future  time  we  might  from  thence  have  this  valuable  drug  unadulterated. 
Life  of  Dr.  Russell,  p.  15. 

J He  likewife  offered  a premium  of  one  hundred  pounds  each  to  two  captains  of 
ihips,  for  a plant  in  vegetation  of  the  true  Winter’s  Bark,  (Winterana  aromatica.) 

§ A friend  of  Dr.  Clarke’s,  of  Jamaica,  (Alexander  Roberts)  has  lately  found  a fpecies 
of  the  Cinchona  with  racemofe  flowers,  very  fimilar  to  thofe  of  the  Cinchona  Carribaea 
of  Jaquin  and  Linnaeus,  and  to  the  Cinchona  Jamaicenfis  of  Dr.  Wright,  defcribed  in 
the  Philofophical  Tranfa&ions,  vol.  lxvii.  p.  504.  In  the  year  1781,  a periodical  publi- 
cation, entitled  the  Jamaica  Magazine,  commenced } and  in  the  third,  fourth,  and  fifth 
numbers,  the  Jamaica  Cinchona  is  particularly  defcribed. 
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ing  the  method  of  drying  it,  I (hall  give  in  his  own  words  : “ There 
<£  is  one  circumftance,  relative  to  the  drying  of  this  root,  that  I have 
*£  long  thought  of,  and  if  not  praftifed,  would  recommend  to  thofe 
“ who  cultivate  this  article. 

“ The  large  holes  which  we  commonly  meet  with  in  the  Turkey 
“ Rhubarb,  are  not  the  effect  of  accident,  but  defign  : they  are  ab-' 
“ folutely  neceffary  ; for,  by  opening  a paffage  for  the  air  to  the  center 
“ of  thefe  pieces,  they  not  only  dry  fooner,  but  retain  their  colour, 
“ and  perhaps  their  medicinal  virtues,  the  better. 

te  After  having  walked,  and  cut  the  root  into  large  pieces,  let  a 
<e  large  hole  be  bored  through  the  center  with  fome  infiirument  that 
“ makes  a large  excavation.  Let  a rope  of  well-dried,  ruflies,  or  ftraw, 
<e  as  large  as  the  cavity  will  receive,  be  inftantly  drawn  throdgh  it: 
this  will  prevent  the  drying  root  from  contracting,  whilft  the 
“ porous  rope  admits  the  air  to  pafs  through,  and  carry  off  the  central 
“ moiflure.  Several  pieces  may  be  hung  up  together,  taking  care 
“ that  they  do  not  come  into  contact ; and  I ffiould  think  (though 
“ experience  mull:  determine  this)  that  it  would  be  belt  to  take 
“ up  the  roots,  when  the  leaves  early  in  autumn  die  away,  rather 
“ than  in  the  fpring  : they  will  be  lefs  fucculent  in  autumn,  but 
“ their  pieces  will  be  more  active  and  efficacious  . 

A man 

* Letter  to  Dr.,  Falconar,  of  Bath.  The  public  is,  however,  highly  indebted  to  the 
amiable  Dr.  Hope,  profeffbr  of  botany  in  the  college  of  Edinburgh,  for  his  introduction 
of  Rhubarb  into  thefe  kingdoms.  See  Philof.  Tranfabt.  art.  xxxii.  vol.  Iv.  aim.  1765. 
This  diftinguifhed  profeffor  informs  mef,  that  he  is  of  opinion,  and  his  opinion  on  fuch 
a fubjeCt  no  one  will  doubt,  that  the  Rheum  Palmatum  is  the  fame  with  the  Ruffian, 
which  formerly  was  called  theTurkey  Rhubarb;  and  differs  fo  much  in  its  fenfible  qualities 
from  the  China  Rhubarb,  as  to  induce  him  to  think  with  Sir  Jofeph  Banks  that  they  are 
different  fpecies.  The  farina  of  one  fpecies,  operates  upon  the  feeds  of  another,  and 
thereby  produces  high-bred  plants,  which  hitherto  have  not  produced  fertile  feeds  in  the 
botanic  gardens  in  Scotland,  where  the  experiment  has  been  made. 

“ At  firft,  ’ obferves  the  profeffbr,  {i  depending  on  the  information  received  from  books, 

“ we  kept  the  root  ten  or  twelve  years  in  the  ground,  and  thought  that  the  longer  we  kept 
“ it  fo,  the  better  quality  would  the  Rhubarb  poflefs;  but  experience  has  taught  us,  that 
c‘  the  root  Ihould  not  remain  above  four  years  in  the  ground.  The  Rhubarb  of  this 

f Letter  to  tie  Editor,  dated  Nov.  18,  1782, 

d 


i(  country 


xxvi 


SOME  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  LATE 


A man  of  fcience,  confined  by  a local  profeflion,  like  the  practice 
of  phyfic,  which  occupies  the  moft  precious  moments  of  time,  may 
fuggeft  more  to  others,  than  he  can  himfelf  have  an  opportunity  to 
effeCt ; but,  ILke  the  genial  rays  of  the  fun,  his  influence  may  extend  to 
the  moil;  remote  regions  of  the  globe:  and  thus  it  was  that  Dr.  Fo- 
thergill  promoted  the  inveftigation  of  Nature,  and  excited  enquiries 
after  her  curious  productions,  as  far  as  navigation  and  commerce  had 
diffufed  arts  and  fciences.  Men  of  more  genius  than  fortune  found  in 
him  a liberal  patron  j he  contributed  to  fupport  them  while  they  ex- 
plored diftant  regions,  and  amply  rev/arded  their  difcoveries.  As  he 
fludied  moil  departments  of  natural  hiftory,  as  he  patronized  its  inge- 
nious cultivators,  he  neceflarily  became  pofiefled  of  a valuable  collection 
of  its  rare  objeCts  : next  to  the  Duchefs  of  Portland,  he  had  the  belt 
cabinet  of  Shells  in  the  kingdom  * j his  collection  of  Ores  and  Mi- 
nerals, dug  out  of  different  parts  of  the  earth,  were  diftinguifhed  for 
their  rarity  rather  than  for  their  number.  Of  Reptiles  and  Animals, 
the  gratitude  of  thofe  he  had  patronized  furnifhed  him  with  a curious 
variety  : in  the  fame  manner  he  became  pofiefled  of  an  elegant  cabinet 
of  InfeCts,  which  was  greatly  enlarged  by  the  exertions  of  the  ingenious 
Smeathman.  His  Corals,  from  whence  Ellis,  that  indefatigable  and 
microfcopical  naturalift,  delineated  his  fyfiem,  and  created  a new  fpecies 
of  animal  beings,  was  the  foremoft  in  Europe  y.  Thofe  objeCts  of 

44  country  is  equal  in  quality  to  the  beft  Ruffian.  As  there  is  now  fcarcely  a garden  in 
44  Scotland  without  a Rhubarb  plant  in  it,  the  confumption  of  the  foreign  Rhubarb  is- 
44  conliderably  lefs,  and  annually  a fmall  quantity  is  fent  to  London. 

44  The  late  Earl  of  Hopetoun  made  fome  interefting  difcoveries  refpedting  its  cultivation, 
44  and  the  late  Duke  of  Athol  had  very  large  plantations  of  it, 

“ Sir  Alexander  Dick  early  received  a gold  medal  from  the  Society  of  Arts  in  London,. 
14  for  producing  the  largeft  quantity  of  well-dried  rhubarb.” 

* The  verfality  of  Dr.  Fothergill’s  genius  v/as  remarkable  : — Few  were  acquainted 
with  his  accurate  knowledge  of  Conchology,  for  he  made  no  oftentation  of  it,  and 
yet  Da  Cofta  is  indebted  to  him  for  many  important  remarks  in  his  ingenious  Hiftory 
of  Shells,  and  for  moft  of  the  notes  with  which  it  is  enlarged  and  improved.  The  MS. 
notes,  in  Dr.  Fothergill’s  writing,  were  prefented  to  me  by  Da  Cofta  himfelf,  with  a. 
modefty  which  reflects  additional  credit  upon  this  eminent  naturalift. 

f Thefe  and  other  curious  fubjedts  of  natural  hiftory  were  purchafed  by  Dr.  Hunter  for 

£•  * »5<>o. 
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nature,  which  were  too  bulky  to  tranfport,  or  too  peri  (liable  to  preferve, 
he  ordered  to  be  delineated  by  the  pencil  of  artifts,  that  he  might  give 
bread  to  a fet  of  ingenious  men,  whom  he  wiihed  to  partake  of  his  be- 
neficence, whilft  he  rationally  gratified  his  own  tafte,  and  enlarged  the 
boundaries  of  the  knowledge  of  nature  : of  fuch  elegant  fpecimens, 
whofe  value  it  is  difficult  to  eflimate,  he  did  not  pofiefs  lei's  than  twelve 
hundred*;  and  his  collection  of  Englifh  Heads,  which  included  thofe 
purchafed  of  the  late  John  Nickolls  T,  formed  a treafure  in  this  parti- 
cular department,  which  was  perhaps  inferior  to  none. 

In 

* Thefe  drawings  were  chiefly  on  vellum,  by  Ehret,  Taylor,  Harris,  Miller,  and  Ann 
Lee,  and  were  lately  purchafed  for  the  Emprefs  of  Ruflia  for  2,300  pounds. 

f I am  obliged  to  the  ingenious  antiquary  John  Nichols,  of  the  fame  name,  though  no 
relation  of  the  deceafed,  for  the  following  communication,  from  his  Anecdotes  of  Mr. 
Bowyer,  not  yet  publifhed.  The  trails  hinted  at,  are  depofited  in  the  Meeting  in  Peter’s 
Court. 

<e  Mr.  John  Nickolls,  F.  R.  and  A.  SS.  a Quaker,  in  partnerfhip  with  his  father  of 
the  fame  name,  a capital  mealman  at  Hertford,  and  of  Trinity  parifh,  near  Queenhith, 
London.  He  was  chofen  F.  A.S.  Jan.  17,  1740  ; and  pofTeffed  the  efteem  of  a refpeilable 
number  of  friends,  who  were  deprived  of  him  by  a fever,  at  the  age  of  34,  Jan.  ix,  1745. 
His  remains  were  depofited  in  the  burial-ground  at  Bunhill  f'ields  on  the  1 6th.  Mr. 
Nickolls  publifhed  “ Original  Letters  and  Papers  of  State,  addrefled  to  Oliver  Cromwell, 
c<  concerning  the  affairs  of  Great  Britain,  from  the  year  1649  to  found  among  the 

“ Political  Collections  of  Mr.  John  Milton  ; now  firffc  publifhed  from  the  Originals  J ; 
M 1743,”  folio,  infcribed  to  Arthur  Onflow,  Efq.  He  was  the  firft  § regular  collector  of 
Englifh  Heads  ||.  His  noble  collection  of  about  2,000  Heads,  four  volumes  in  folio,  and 

J The  originals  of  thefe  Letters  were  long  treafured  up  by  Milton  ; from  whom  they  came  into  the 
polfefiion  of  Thomas  Elwood,  a perfon  who  for  many  years  was  well  acquainted  with,  and  efteemed  by 
Milton.  From  Elwood  they  came  to  Jofeph  Wyeth,  citizen  and  merchant  of  London  ; and  from  Wyeth’s 
widow,  they  were  obtained  by  Mr.  Nickolls  ; after  whofe  deceafe  they  were  preferred  by  his  father  to  the 
Society  of  Antiquaries,  as  appears  by  their  minutes. 

§ Anthony  Wood,  in  his  account  of  E.  Alhmole,  tells  us,  “ In  his  library  I faw  a large  thick  paper 
“ book  near  a yard  long,  containing  on  every  fide  of  the  leaf  two,  three,  or  more  piftures  or  faces  of  emi- 
“ nent  perfons  of  England,  and  elfewhere,  printed  from  copper  cuts,  pafted  on  them,  which  Mr.  Aflimole 
“ had  with  great  curiofity  collected;  and  I remember  he  has  told  me,  that.his  mind  was  fo  eager  to  obtain 
“ all  faces,  that  when  he  could  not  get  a face  by  itfelf,  he  would  buy  the  book,  tear  it  out,  pafte  it  in  his 
“ blank  book,  and  write  under  it  from  whence  he  had  taken  it.”  An  admirable  portrait  this  of  our 
modern  portrait-colleflors,  who  have  fent  back  many  a volume  to  the  bookfeller’s  fhop  ftript  of  its  graven 
honours.  A m oft  noted  Collector  told  a perfon  at  Cambridge,  who  now  and  then  fells  a head,  “ That 
“ his  own  colle&ion  muft  needs  be  large  and  good,  as  it  refted  on  fix  points  : 1.  I buy  ; 2.  I borrow  ; 
“ 3>  I beg  j 4..  I exchange ; 5.  I fteal  j 6.  I fell.”— Mr.  Afhmole’s  book  was  confumed  with  the  reft  of 
his  library. 

||  See  the  virulent  cenfure  of  Mr.  Rowe  Mores  on  this  fpecies  of  collectors : Dilfertation  on  Englilb 
Founders,  p 85. 

<1  2 fix 
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In  the  practice  of  Phyfic,  it  is  as  difficult  to  command  leifure,  as  it  is 
to  govern  the  voice  of  Fame  ; they  both  depend  fo  much  upon  the 
opinion  of  the  public,  that  the  phyfician  who  experts  to  enjoy  the 
former,  or  controul  the  latter,  will  meet  with  daily  difappointment  : to 
acquire  popular  reputation,  however,  there  mufh  be  fuccefs,  and  when 
acquired,  under  the  fame  circumftances,  it  muft  be  continually  accu- 
mulating. Sicknefs,  which  is  always  unwelcome,  is  not  reftridted  to 
Hated  times  ; and,  in  like  manner,  the  leifure  of  thofe  whofe  profeffion 
it  is  to  remove  it,  is  uncertain  j hence  it  was,  that  Dr.  Fothergill 
never  could  command  that  refpite  from  employment,  which  was  re- 
quifite  to  the  relief  of  a mind  fo  inceffantly  exerted.  It  may  be  obferved 
in  general,  that  the  future  is  purchafed  by  the  prefent  : “ It  is  not 
**  poffible  to  fecure  diftant  or  permanent  happinefs,  but  by  the  forbear.- 
“ ance  of  fome  immediate  gratification.” 

Ad  quce  nan  veniunt  prcejentis  gaudia  vitce, 

Nec  currunt  pariter  capta , et  capienda  voluptas  *.  Prud. 

It  is  true,  that  a phyfician  of  independent  fortune,  determined  to  in- 
dulge in  leifure,  may  refufe  the  folicitations  of  his  patients  ; but  if 
there  be  not  a principle  of  honour,  which  impels  him  to  the  exercife 
of  his  art  when  requefted,  there  is  of  humanity  ; and  this  ever  was  a 
fufficient  impulfe  to  the  Dodtor  to  facrifice  his  own  gratification  to  the 
relief  and  happinefs  of  the  fick,  and  his  health  to  that  of  his  patients  : 
this  led  him,  as  often  as  his  friends  requefted  him  to  contract  his 
practice,  to  reply,  “ I cannot  defert  thofe  who  have  once  placed 
“ their  lives  in  my  hands  ; if  I fuffer,  it  is  in  my  duty.” 

fix  in  quarto,  neatly  let-in  (which  furniftied  Mr.  Ames  with  his  valuable  catalogue),, 
came  foon  after  his  death  into  the  library  of  Dr.  Fothergill,  who  purchafed  it  for 
eighty  guineas.  Dr.  Fothergill  purchafed  lilcewife  a pretty  large  collection  of  TraCls 
which  Mr.  Nickolls  had  picked  up  in  his  purfuit  of  Heads,  written  by  thofe  of  his  own 
perfuafion  from  their  firft  appearance;  which  the  benevolent  poffelfor  has  left  to  the 
Meeting  to  which  he  belonged,  in  Peter’s  Court,  Weftminfter.  Befides  thefe  collections,, 
he  had  feveral  views  by  great  mailers;  fome  of  which  fell  alfo  into  the  hands  of  Dr. 
Fothergill.  The  catalogue  of  his  library,  in  his  own  hand-writing  (including  332- 
volumes  of  traCls  in  folio,  q.to.  and  Bvo.)  is  in  the  polfeffion  of  Mr.  Tutet.” 

* For  baffled  mortals  Hill  attempt  in  vain, 

Prefent  and  future  blifs  at  once  to  gain.  F.  Lewis. 

But 
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But  in  the  fummer,  there  are  much  fewer  refi dents  in  the  metropolis* 
and  in  proportion  Hill  lefs  ficknefs  ; prevented,  therefore,  as  he  was, 
by  the  mutual  influence  of  his  fame,  and  of  his  fenfibility,  from  the 
enjoyment  of  any  relaxation  at  Upton,  (whither,  if  he  went,  meffages 
frequently  intercepted  him)  he  chofe  to  retreat,  for  a few  weeks,  at 
this  falubrious  feafon  of  the  year,  to  Lea-Hall,  in  Chefhire,  a feat  be- 
longing to  the  Leicefter  family,  about  18  miles  from  Warrington, 
where  two  of  his  brothers  redded  in  the  year  1765,  when  he  firft  fought 
this  fecluded  fpot.  Two  fummers  I fpent  with  him  here,  and  I never 
fpent  any  with  more  advantage.  Men  who  have  feduloufly  attended  ta 
the  profits  of  trade,  and  who  by  induftry  and  penury  are  enabled  to 
retire  on  their  fortunes,  are  more  generally  objects  of  companion  than  of 
envy  : if  they  live,  it  is  to  themfelves ; for  want  of  early  and  rational 
cultivation  of  the  mind,  they  have  acquired  one  folitary  fordid  idea,  and 
when  they  have  placed  themfelves  out  of  the  enjoyment  of  it,  life  be- 
comes a burthen,  and  retirement  painful.  It  was  not  fo  with  Dr. 
Fothergill  j he  had  numerous  important  duties  to  difcharge,  which 
incelfant  occupation  in  town  had  obliged  him  to  defer : here  he  at- 
tempted to  leffen  the  applications  of  the  wealthy,  who  followed  him 
for  his  advice,  by  refilling  any  gratuity  ; they  had  it  in  their  power 
to  apply  elfewhere  : the  poor  he  never  relinquished  ; and  in  this  place 
of  retreat  he  devoted  one  day  in  the  week,  to  attend  at  Middlewich, 
the  next  market-town,  and  to  give  his  advice  gratis  to  them  without 
hefitation ; when  he  fometimes  favoured  me  in  being  the  Amanuenfis  of 
what  he  dictated,  and  made  me  a witnefs  of  his  philanthropy,  as  well  as 
medical  Skill. 

From  his  garden  at  Upton,  he  fent  duplicates  of  plants  to  Lea-hall, 
and  there  revived  and  extended  Horticulture,,  where  it  had  long  lain 
dormant.  Here  he  arranged  his  medical  obfervations ; for  which  his 
memory  will  be  refpedled,  as  long  as  fadt  and  rational  experiment 
diredt  the  profeffors  of  the  healing  art.  From  hence  he  maintained  a 
communication  with  mod;  parts  of  the  civilized  world:  Europeans, 
whom  the  fpirit  of  commerce  had  prompted  to  vifit  diftant  regions, 
conveyed  to  him,  through  various  channels,  the  rare  productions  which 
occurred  in  the  courfe  of  their  travels*  Few  maritime  perfons  of  this 

country 
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country  but  had  experienced  his  falutary  affiffance ; our  trans-atlantic 
brethren  in  particular,  both  on  the  American  continent  and  in  the  Blands, 
had  either  immediately,  or  by  their  friends,  been  acquainted  with  his 
medical  character ; for  in  cafes  that  had  proved  rebellious  to  domeffic 
aid,  and  which  admitted  of  delay,  no  perfon  was  more  frequently  con- 
fulted  : and  though  in  his  language  there  was  a precifion,  with  concife- 
nefs,  that  contained  much  in  few  words,  yet  the  multitude  of  appli- 
cations with  which  he  was  furrounded  admitted  of  no  leifure,  for  his 
leifure  was  only  the  variation  of  ufeful  employment.  His  domeffic 
correfpondence,  or  confultations  within  the  kingdom,  were  alone  fuffi- 
ciently  extenlive  for  ordinary  occupation  ; but  great  as  thefe  avocations 
might  be,  and  great  they  certainly  were,  they  bore  but  a fmall  pro- 
portion to  the  time  and  attention  conffantly  devoted  to  the  Society  at 
large,  of  which  he  was  a member,  and  which,  though  united  in 
principle  amongft  each  other,  admitted  of  contingencies  that  demanded 
attention,  influence,  and  abilities ; which  few  men  combined  in  a more 
ample  degree  than  Dr.  Fothergill  did,  or  exerted  them  more 
ardently  upon  all  interefting  oceafions  : at  the  fame  time,  he  never 
negleCted  the  tender  offices  of  private  friendfhip  in  the  moil  enlarged 
and  beneficent  fenfe.  Among  his  familiar  correfpondents,  befides  his 
own  relations.  Dr.  Percival  of  Manchefter,  Dr.  Falconar  of  Bath,  Dr. 
Dobfon  of  Leverpool,  Dr.  Haygarth  of  Chefter,  Dr.  A£h  of  Birming- 
ham, Dr.  Anthony  Fothergill  late  of  Northampton,  Dr.  Prieftley, 
Henry  Zouch.  of  Sandal,  Dr.  Johnftone  of  Kidderminfter,  Profeffor 
Hope  of  Edinburgh,  the  late  Dr.  Pemberton  of  Warrington,  enjoyed 
an  honourable  place ; and  I may  add,  that  I confider  it  as  one  of  the 
moft  pleafing  circumftances  of  my  life,  that  I have  the  privilege  of 
introducing  myfelf  in  this  diftinguifhed  group.  But  among  all  his 
contemporaries,  Cuming,  the  learned  Dr.  Cuming  of  Dorcheffer,  ffiared 
his  moft  unreftrained  confidence : they  had  been  colleagues  at  the 
college  of  Edinburgh,  and  intimate  fellow-ffudents,  and  parted  with 
reluctance  to  occupy  different  ffations  in  the  kingdom ; but  their  fre- 
quent communication  by  writing  was  interrupted  only  by  death : their 
correfpondence  was  long  maintained  in  eafy  and  claffical  Latin,  for  which 
few  were  better  qualified  than  thefe  twin  friends.  The  departed  Ruffell, 
-t  the 
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the  accurate  author  of  the  Hiftory  of  Aleppo,  was  their  early  affociate, 
and  continued  the  chain  of  friendfhip  to  the  time  of  his  deceafe  ; it  was 
then  that  Dr,  Fothergill,  in  the  lofs  of  Ruffell,  wifhed  to  have  his 
furviving  affociate  nearer  his  bofom,  and  urged  Dr.  Cuming  to  remove 
to  the  metropolis,  to  enter  into  that  fcene  of  bufinefs,  and  amplitude 
of  emolument,  which  his  abilities  muff  foon  have  commanded.  After 
the  warmeft  invitation  from  Dr.  Fothergill,  his  Cuming *,  for  with 
this  tender  expreffion  he  addreffed  him,  with  a calm  philofophy,  that 
knew  how  to  eflimate  the  fummum  bonum  of  life,  difintereftedly  con- 
defcends  to  enjoy  the  comparatively  private  but  tranquil  fcenes  of  life, 
in  preference  to  hurry  and  pecuniary  advantages ; a phyfician,  who  has 
been  for  a feries  of  years  converfant  with  the  complaints  and  diffreffes 
of  thoufands  of  families,  muff  neceffarily  have  acquired  many  intimate 
ties. — And  here  I may  particularly  introduce  a name,  which,  like  Dr. 
Fothergill’s,  had  long  been  diftinguifhed  for  virtue  and  ample  gene- 
rofity  : David  Barclay,  a defcendant  of  the  great  Apologift,  was  his 
bofom  friend,  to  whom  the  Doctor  entrufted  his  neareft  and  deareft 
concerns  ; and  he  could  not  have  feledted  any  perfon  more  worthy  of  his 
confidence  and  friendfhip  -f*. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  trace  his  pen  through  all  the  various  fubjefts 
of  utility  on  which  it  was  employed,  during  the  time,  v/hich  was  about 
two  months,  that  he  appropriated  to  leifure  in  his  annual  retreat  into 
Cheffiire  : he  has  to  my  knowledge  wrote  fix  hours  J in  the  day  fuc- 
ceffively,  and  he  feldom  wrote  but  for  private  information  or  public 
inflrudtion : even  his  journies  into  the  country,  and  his  returns  to  the 
city,  prefented  fome  ffriking  obfervations  to  his  inquifftive  mind,  that 

* I am  much  indebted  to  this  learned  and  amiable  phyhcian,  for  numerous  anecdotes 
of  the  fubjedt  of  my  biography  ; but  with  a modefty  charadteriftic  of  true  greatnefs  of 
mind,  he  has  fuggefted  his  remarks  with  a diffidence,,  which  I believe  no  one  has  lefs 
occafion  to  plead  : in  one  letter  with  which  I was  favoured,  when  fpeaking  of  his  deceafed 
Fothergill,  he  claffically  enjoins  me  “ always  keep  in  view  that  you  are  defcribing 

the  magnitude,  denfity,  diftance,  and  orbit  of  a primary  planet  -y  and  when  ?ny  name  is 
ci  to  be  introduced,  let  me  appear  only  as  an  attendant  fatellite* ” 

f I am  likewife  particularly  obliged  to  David  Barclay  for  many  very  important  com- 
munications refpedting  Dr.  Fothergill. 

X Letter,  to  the  Editor,  14th  September  1771*. 
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afforded  improvement  in  agriculture,  or  ufeful  reflections  on  life  and 
manners.  On  his  return  from  one  of  his  latefl:  excurfions  to  Lea-hall, 
by  the  way  of  Buxton,  partly  on  account  of  his  filler’s  health,  his  mind 
was  here,  as  in  every  other  fituation  of  life,  intent  on  promoting  fchemes 
of  public  good ; he  fuggefled  the  means  of  rendering  thefe  celebrated 
Waters  more  beneficial,  by  pointing  out  improvements  in  the  ufe  of 
them,  with  more  eafe  and  convenience  to  the  patients  *,  and  I believe 
they  are  now  carrying  into  execution. 

With  North  America  his  correfpondence  was  extenfive  -j- ; his  name 
was  dear  to  the  inhabitants : his  father  had  thrice  traverfed  that  con- 
tinent 

* Letter  to  the  Editor,  4th  October  1779. 

t Among  thefe  may  be  enumerated  Benjamin  Franklin;  Cadwallader  Colden,  for- 
merly governor  of  New  York  ; Dr.  Chalmers,  of  Charles-town  ; the  Pembertons,  of 
Philadelphia;  and  the  late  Major  John  Pickering,  of  Tortola  : and  now  I mention 
him,  I may  be  indulged  to  fhed  a tear  to  his  memory.  He  was  in  early  life  brought 
up  to  a mechanical  employment,  but  by  ftrength  of  genius,  and  dint  of  felf-exertion, 
he  acquired  a competent  knowledge  of  Englifh,  and  an  extenfive  acquaintance  with 
mathematics;  by  induftry  he  became  poffeifed  of  a large  tra£t  of  uncultivated  land,  and 
by  perfeverance  he  covered  it  with  Canes  and  Cotton,  and  gradually  rofe  to  be  one  of  the 
wealthieft  planters  in  the  Weft  Indies.  He  was  about  his  fortieth  year  made  governor 
of  the  ifland  of  Tortola,  and  held  the  rank  of  major  in  the  infular  militia:  at  length  he 
publicly  profefled  the  religious  principles  of  the  Quakers,  and  relinquifhed  all  his  civil 
and  military  honours  and  employments.  Pie  afterwards  rarely  attended  the  courts  of 
judicature,  unlefs  he  thought  fome  poor  perfon,  fome  orphan  or  widow,  was  opprefled  by 
fome  more  powerful  neighbour;  when  he  voluntarily  attended,  and  publicly  pleaded  the 
caufe  of  the  weak,  if  he  deemed  them  opprefled  ; and  his  juftice  and  weight  were  fuch  as 
generally  preponderated. 

I frequently  accompanied  him  to  his  plantations;  through  which  as  he  pafled,  his 
numerous  negroes  faluted  him  in  a loud  chorus  or  fong,  which  they  continued  as  long  as 
he  remained  in  fight.  I was  alfo  a melancholy  witnefs  of  their  attachment  to  him  after 
his  death  : he  expired  fuddenly,  and  when  few  of  his  friends  were  near  him : I remember  I 
had  hold  of  his  hand  when  this  fatal  period  arrived  ; but  he  had  fcarcely  expired  his  laft 
breath,  before  it  was  known  to  his  flaves,  and  inftantly  about  500  of  them  furrounded  his 
houfe,  and  infilled  upon  feeing  their  mailer  : with  this  they  commenced  a difmal  and 
mournful  yell,  which  was  communicated  from  one  plantation  to  another,  till  the  whole 
ifland  was  in  agitation,  and  crowds  of  negroes  were  accumulating  around  us.  Diftrefted' 
as  I was  with  the  lofs  of  my  relation  and  friend,  I could  not  be  infenfible  to  the  danger 
of  a general  infurreftion  ; or  if  they  entered  the  houfe,  which  was  conftrudted  of  wood, 
and  mounted  into  his  chamber,  there  was  danger  of  its  falling  by  their  weight,  and 
erufhing  us  in  its  ruins.  In  this  dilemma,  I had  refolution  enough  to  fecure  the  doors, 
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tinent  in  the  fervice  of  religion;  and  his  brother  Samuel,  whofe  me- 
mory I deeply  reverence,  had  followed  the  pious  example  of  their  once 
venerable  parent.  Many  families,  from  the  fame  of  his  medical  fkill, 
croffed  the  Atlantic,  to  place  themfelves  under  his  care  i by  fuel* 
opportunities  he  gratified  his  inquifitive  mind,  and  acquired  a minute 
acquaintance  with  the  difpofition  of  the  inhabitants,  and  the  qualities 
of  their  foil,  which  enabled  him  to  fugged:  various  improvements  inu. 
Horticulture,  Rural  Oeconomy,  Agriculture,  and  Commerce.  With 
his  friend  Peter  Collinfon,  he  encouraged  the  cultivation  of  the  Vine, 
with  the  introduction  of  fuch  exotic  vegetables  as  might  be  ufefuliy 
tranfplanted  to  different  regions  of  that  extenfive  continent : he  laboured, 
with  others,  for  a feries  of  years,  and  at  length  fuccefsfully,  to  abolifh 
the  Slave-Trade  among  their  own  brethren  : no  man  valued  perfonal 
Liberty  with  more  commendable  enthufiafm,  and  few  exerted  their  in- 
fluence more  flrenumifly  for  it,  in  favour  of  the  miferable  captives  of 
Africa.  On  the  North  American  continent,  negro  flavery  will  be  gra- 
dually annihilated  ; but  in  the  Weft  India  iflands,  where  there  are  few 
Europeans,  and  where  the  heat,  which  is  intenfe,  conduces  to  indolence, 
the  traffic  of  rational  beings  is  purfued  with  vigour,  and  will  probably 
be  continued  till  the  petmiiary  inferefts  of  Europeans  can'  be  diverted 
into  anothef  ch'annei.  To  effedt' this,  he  fuggefled  the  cultivation  of 
the  Sugar-Cane  upon  the  continent  of  Africa*  where  it  feerns  to  haye 
been  indigenous,  and  thrives  luxuriantly ; and  that  the  natives  fliould 
be  employed  as  fervants  for  hire,  and  not  as  flaves  compelled  to  labour 
by  the  dread  of  torture.  Such -a1  plan,  indeed,  was  formerly  fuggefted 
by  One  of  the  rncfc  powerful  princes  of  Guinea.  After  the  king  of 
Dahome  had  conquered  tjie..  .lungdom  of  Whidah,:  in  the  year  1727,  he 
was  lo  bent  upon  the  execution  of  his  plan,  as  to  fend  Bullfinch  Lam  be. 


and  thereby  prevent  fudden  intrufion  ; after  thefe  precautions,  T addreffed  them  through 
a window,  affuring  them,  that  if  .they  would  enter  the  houfe  in  edmpanie^  only  of  twelVe 
at  a time,  they  ftould  all'  be.  'ad minted  'to  fee  their  deceaf^d  rrtafter,  and  that  the  fame 
Lenient  treatment  of  thefn  fiicmld  ftild  be  continued  : to  this  they  afferite’d',-  and' in  A few 
hours  quiet  was  reftored;  but  it  affefted' me  to  fee  with  what  filent,  fuller),  fixed  melan- 
choly, they  departed  from'  the  remains  of  this  venerable'  man  : he  died  in  1768,  aged 
about. 60  years.  .His  only  furviving  fori,-  an  amiable'youn£:  gentleman;  ••refides  in  Eng- 
land. • : 
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his  prifoner,  whom  he  had  loaded  with  favours,  to  the  court  of  Great 
Britain,  to  engage  its  commerce  and  fupport.  Upon  this  occaiion,  he 
prefented  his  ambaffiadpr  with  80  Haves,  and  320  ounces  of  gold,  to  bear 
his  expences,  and  to  induce  him  to  return  ; but  Lambe,  after  he  had 
poiTeflion  of  fo  much  wealth,  fettled  in  Barbadoes,  and  never  reached 
Europe,  or  further  interested  himfelf  in  the  project  of  his  generous 
benefactor.  The  richnefs  of  the  foil,  the  plenty  of  provilions,  the 
convenience  of  carriage,  and  many  other  confiderations,  ftrongly  fupport 
the  opinion  of  cultivating  the  Cane  on  the  African  continent  *. 

A man  who  could  thus  adt  with  a principle  of  tendemefs  which 
realized  the  Roman  precept.  Homo  fum,  et  nihil  huma?ii  a me  alienum 
futOy  could  not  be  infenfible.  to  the  near  and  focial  endearments  of 
friendship:  aphyfician,  in  particular,  whofe  time  and  powers  are  devoted 
to  restoring  health  to  his  fellow-creatures,  removing  grief  and  mifery, 
and  Substituting  comfort  and  happinefs,  muft  naturally  have  his  mind 
humanized  to  the  mod:  tender  fenlibilities,  and  animated  with  thofe 
joys  which  Nature  annexes  to  the  power  of  doing  good  : his  regard  to 
his  friends  is  expreffed  with  officious  and  watchful  care,  and  is  returned 
with  thofe  lenient  endearments  which  constitute  unaffected  friendship,, 
and  thofe  felicities  of  life  which  remove  or  fofte.n  its  ptpns. 

“ A phyfician,”  fays  Dr.  Gregory,  (who  might  be  fuppofed  to  have 

* On  a fubjecB  fo  very  interefting,  let  it  hot  be  thought  oflentatious,  if  I take  the 
liberty  of  communicating  the  fentiments  I could  not  avoid  feeling  in  my  own  cafe,  and 
the  conduct  which,  as  their  natural  and  neceffary  confequence,  they  no  lefs  irrefiftibly 
produced,  It  is  an  inftance  given,  not  to  fupport  a claim  to  peculiar  merit,  but  merely 
to  fhew  what  every  one,  whofe  heart  is  not  hardened  by  a£ts  of  oppreffion,  nor  actuated 
by  the  love  of  money,  mult  be  difpofed  to  feel,  and  think,  and  adt,  in  a fimilar  fituation. 

The  repeated  proofs  of  fidelity  and  love  which  I received  from  my  own  people,  gave  me 
at  length  fo  fettled  a confidence  in  their  integrity,  that,  without  the  leaft  apprehenfion  of 
danger,  I have  frequently  found  that  I had  left  not  only  my  liberty,  but  my  life,  entirely 
at  their  difpofal.  The  beneficence  of  power,  and  the  gratitude  of  dependence,  form  an. 
union  of  interefts  that  never  fails  to  heighten  mutual  regard  : ray  own  happinefs  became, 
at  length  fo  clofely  connected  with  the  happinefs  of  my  negroes,  that.  I cpuld  no  longer 
withhold  from  them  the  natural  privilege  of  freedom,,  which  Heaven  had  conferred  upon 
me;  I therefore  delivered  them  from  bondage,  and  thus  reftored  them  to  the  character  of 
beings,  into  whom  the  Author  of  Nature,  and  Giver  of  all  Good,  has  breathed  the  breath 
of  life.  See  Benezet’s  Hiftorical  Account  of  Guinea,  &c.  Philadelphia,  1771.  London, 
1772.  l2mo. 
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drawn  his  picture  from  Dr.  Fothergill,  had  not  his  own  afforded 
the  fame  excellent  model)  <e  has  numberlefs  opportunities  of  giving 
that  relief  to  diftrefs,  not  to  be  purchafed  by  the  wealth  of  India.  But 
befides  the  good  which  a phyfician  has  it  often  in  his  power  to  do,  in 
confequence  of  fkill  in  his  profeffion,  there  are  many  occafions  that  call 
for  his  affiftance  as  a man,  as  a man  who  feels  for  the  misfortunes  of 
his  fellow-creatures.  In  this  refpedt  he  has  many  opportunities  of  dis- 
playing patience,  good-nature,  generofity,  companion,  and  all  the  gentle 
virtues  that  do  honour  to  human  nature.” 

“ I come  now  to  mention  the  moral  qualities  peculiarly  required  in 
the  character  of  a phyfician.  The  chief  of  thefe  is,  humanity } that 
fenfibility  of  heart,  which  makes  us  feel  for  the  diflreffes  of  our  fellow- 
creatures,  and  which  of  confequence  incites  us  in  the  mod  powerful 
manner  to  relieve  them.  Sympathy  produces  an  anxious  attention  to  a 
thoufand  little  circumftances  that  may  tend  to  relieve  the  patient ; an 
attention  which  money  can  never  purchafe  : hence  the  inexpreflible 
comfort  of  having  a friend  for  a phyfician.  Sympathy  naturally  engages 
the  affection  and  confidence  of  a patient,  which  in  many  cafes  are  of 
the  utmoff:  confequence  to  his  recovery.  If  the  phyfician  pofTeffes 
gentlenefs  of  manners,  and  a compafiionate  heart,  and  what  Shakefpeare 
fo  emphatically  calls  “ the  milk  of  human  kindnefsf  the  patient  feels 
his  approach  like  that  of  a guardian  angel  miniflering  to  his  relief  j 
while  every  vifit  of  a phyfician  who  is  unfeeling,  and  rough  in  his 
manners,  makes  his  heart  fink  within  him,  as  at  the  prefence  of  one 
who  comes  to  pronounce  his  doom*.” 

It  is  an  adage,  that  friendfhip  exifts  only  among  the  virtuous  : if 
'virtue  confers  a prefumptive  claim  to  friendfhip,  Dr.  Fothergill’s 
title  to  it  could  not  be  controverted,  and  at  this  altar  alone  he  lighted 
the  facred  paffion.  “ Sovereign  benevolence,”  he  obferved-f*,  “ is 
<<  more  widely  extended  than  the  particular  attachment,  however  reci- 
<e  procal,  that  we  call  friendfhip.  That  the  beloved  difciple,  that 
Lazarus,  that  others  fhared  a peculiar  regard  from  the  Saviour  of 
**  mankind,  is  evident ; but  flill  the  principle  was  extended  much 

* Lectures  on  the  Duties  and  Qualifications  of  a Phyfician,  pp.  8,  9 ; 19,  20. 
f Letter  to  Dr.  Percival. 
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44  farther:  * Te  are  my  friends , if  ye  do  the  'will  of  him  that  fent  me  S' 
44  This  was  the  friendfhip,  it  is  moft  evident,  that  the  Gofpel  recom- 
44  mended — Loving  the  Great  Creator  above  all  things,  our  fellow- 
44  creatures  for  his  fake,  and,  in  peculiar  fituations,  individual's  for  his 
44  and  their  own. — The  friendlhips  of  Tully  are  beneath  this  kind  of 
4t  friendfhip;.  they,  did  honour  to  human  nature,  and  to  its  Author 
*4  in  a certain  degree  : a wider  fphere  was  unknown  to  them ; and  as  the 
44  attachments  they  formed  were  on  the  belt  foundations  they  knew, 
44  more  was  not  to  be  expedted.  The  Gofpel  amities  are  unlimited; 
“ they  flow  to  all,  in  proportion  to  that  dilated  benevolence  which  the 
44  Gofpel  only  divulges.  It  Hates,  that  we  are  friends  to  one  another; 
44  friends  to  the  great  Author  of  our  dearefl  knowledge,  in  proportion 
44  as  our  lives  are  devoted  to  that  great  Will  which  conflitutes  the 
44  nobleft  part  of  the  Chriftian  charadter.” 

A mind  adluated  by  thefe  fentiments  of  amity,  could  not -be  deficient 
in  adtions  of  beneficence.  Introduced  by  his  profefiion  into  fcenes 
which  equally  excite  fympathy,  and  demand  fuccour,  he  was  ever  ac- 
cefiible  to  diftrefs.  To  the  inferior  clergy  Dr.  Hird  gives  the  following 
examples  of  his  generous  philanthropy,  whom  he  confidered  as  more 
particularly  the  objedts  of  his  liberality  and  attention  : 44  Being  brought 
up  in  that  line  of  education,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  world,  pre- 
cludes bodily  labour,  and  to  which  the  idea  of  the  gentleman  is  annexed; 
without  a competency  tt>  fupport  the  charadter ; to  many  of  thefe  I am 
an  evidence  he  was  a kind  friend  and  a private  benefadtor  ; not  only  by 
his  advice  in  perfonal  diftrefs,  but  by  his  purfe  on  feverely  trying 
occafions. — Nay,  fo  cordial  was  his  humanity  towards  thefe,  that,  on  a 
friend’s  hinting  to  him,  whilfi:  he  was  in  the  country,  that  his  favours 
were  not  marked  by  propriety  of  diftindiion  (the  gentleman  from  v/hom 
he  had  refufed  his  fee  being  placed  in  high  rank  in  the  church,  with  an 
independent  fortune)  he  returned  a ready  explanation  of  his  principle  of 
adfion:  t(  I had  rather,”  faid  the  Dodtor,  “ return  the  fee  of  a gentle- 
4 ‘ man  with  whofe  rank  I am  not  perfedlly  acquainted,  than  run  the 
s<  ride  of  taking  it  from  a man  who  ought  perhaps  to  be  the  objedt 
44  of  my  bounty.”  Such  was  the  noble  Hyle  of  this  .moil  excellent 
man’s  way  of  thinking. 
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s<  The  humane  reader  will  feel  the  fined  fprings  of  his  affections 
moved  by  the  following  anecdotes,  given  me  by  a clergyman  of  high 
rank,  who  reveres  the  memory  of  Dr.  Fothergill,  and  places  his 
obligations  to  him,  in  a very  trying  feafon,  near  to  his  heart.  A friend 
of  his,  a man  of  a worthy  character,  who  has  at  this  time  an  income 
of  about  one  hundred  pounds  a year,  church  preferment,  was,  in  the 
early  part  of  his  life,  feated  in  London  upon  a curacy  of  fifty  pounds 
per  annum,  with  a wife  and  a numerous  family. — An  epidemical  difeafe, 
which  was  at  that  time  prevalent,  feized  upon  his  wife,  and  five  of 
his  children  : in  this  fcene  of  diftrefs  his  heart  was  inftantly  turned  to 
the  DoCtor,  but  dared  not  apply  for  his  affiftance,  from  a confcioufnefs 
of  his  being  unable  to  reward  him  for  his  attendance.  A friend,  who 
knew  his  fituation,  kindly  offered  to  accompany  him  to  the  Doctor’s, 
and  give  him  his  fee  : they  took  advantage  of  his  hours  of  audience, 
and  after  a defcription  of  the  feveral  cafes,  the  fee  was  offered,  and 
refufed  ; but  a note  was  taken  of  his  place  of  refidence'.  The  DoCtor 
called  afiiduoufly  the  next,  and  every  fucceeding  day,  till  his  attendance 
was  no  longer  neceffary-.  The  curate,  anxious  to  return  fome  grateful 
mark  of  the  fenfe  he  entertained  of  his  fervices,  ftrained  every  nerve 
to  accompiifh  it ; but  his  afionifhmentwas  not  to  be  defcribed,  when, 
inftead  of  receiving  the  money  he  offered,  with  apologies  for  his  fitu- 
ation, the  DoCtor  put  ten  guineas  into  his  hand,  defiring  him  to  apply 
to  him  without  diffidence  in  future  difficulties. 

“ Although,  amidft  the  aiffufion  of  his  favours,  he  too  frequently 
met  with  ungrateful  returns,  yet  he  could  never  allow  inftances  of  this 
fort  to  check  the  ardour  of  his  mind  in  doing  all  the  good  he  could  to 
others;  and  even  to  thofe  who  returned  ingratitude  for  kindnefs,  his 
charity  continued  Rill  patient,  hoping  all  things.  It  was  his  common 
expreffion,  when  he  found  his  favours  mifapplied,  or  himfelf  impofed 
upon,  “ I had  much  rather  that  my  favours  ffiould  fall  upon  many 
t(  undeferving  objeCts,  than  that  one  truly  deferving-  fiiould  efcape 
**  my  notice  ” 

That  charity  which -is  not  influenced-  by  the  motive  of  human  praife, 
and  that  beneficence  which  adminifters  prefent  relief  to  obviate  prefent 

* Affectionate  Tribute,  page  7,  8,  and  9— with  fome  little  variation  in  the  language. 

mifery. 
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mifery,  wait  not  for  thofe  occafions  only,  where  their  confequences 
are  moil  extenfive,  left  fubordinate  afflictions,  which  are  the  mod; 
frequent,  fhould  remain  neglected  and  unfuccoured.  Of  little  acts  of 
charity,  which  he  daily  exercifed,  volumes  might  be  tranfcribed ; for 
death,  which  encreafes  our  veneration  for  the  good 

{Virtutem  fublat am  ex  oculis  queer  imus  invidi ) 

and  difpofes  the  living  to  warmer  exprefflons  of  gratitude,  has  brought 
me  acquainted  with  innumerable  inftances  of  his  generality.  There 
is  more  mifery  than  affluence,  and  more  affluence  than  liberality ; and 
wherever  the  latter  unite,  there  will  be  expectation  : fituated,  there- 
fore, as  he  was,  in  a confpicuous  point  of  view,  where  his  character 
for  liberality  was  univerfally  known,  various  fpecies  of  importunity 
augmented  the  channels  through  which  his  bounty  flowed. 

There  is  a condition  of  people,  whofe  diftreffes  are  much  greater  than 
are  generally  imagined,  and  whofe  patience  under  fuffering  makes  them 
lefs  confpicuous,  though  no  lefs  deferving  of  protection,  than  the  im- 
portunate poor.  They  have  known  better  days,  and  confequently  feel 
more  poignantly  the  reverfe  of  their  condition  ; their  reluctapcy  in 
complaining,  often  reduces  them  very  low  in  health  and  fpirits  before 
they  are  difeovered,  and  thereby  difeafe  is  accumulated  upon  want. 
From  the  retreats  of  anxiety  flow  an  infinitude  of  bodily  diftrelfes ; 
of  this  he  was  tenderly  fenfible ; and  while  this  modeft  indigence 
interefted  his  fympathy,  it  had  accefs  to  his  bounty,  in  fuch  a manner 
as  was  raoft  likely  to  blunt  the  acutenefs  of  diftrefs  f for  obligations 
are  more  grateful  from  the  manner  in  which  they  are  conferred,  than 
from  their  magnitude.  To  preclude  the  neceffity  of  acknowledgment 
in  fuch  minds,  he  endeavoured  to  fuggeft  fome  motive  for  his  bounty, 
that  might  afford  the  receiver  the  merit  of  a claimant,  and  the  liberal 
donor  that  of  difeharging  a debt : after  preferibing  for  fuch  individuals, 
he  remembered  that  there  is  fuch  a diftemper  as  hunger,  in  the  catalogue 
of  human  infirmities,  and  not  unfrequently  conferred  his  bounty  under 
the  pretence  of  defraying  the  expence  of  their  medicines  for  that 
charity  which  is  not  exercifed  to  make  ufury  of  fame,  filently  diffufes 
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the  oil  of  gladnefs  over  the  troubled  commotions  of  the  heart,  and 
enjoys  the  private  retreat  of  unmixed  happinefs. 

One  inflance,  among  numbers,  I am  urged  to  communicate  here,  as 
death  now  equally  precludes  the  power  of  bellowing,  and  the  gratitude 
of  acknowledging,  future  bounties  : Captain  Carver’s  is  a name  known 
in  the  annals  of  mifery,  to  which  he  was  reduced  by  long-continued 
want  : difeafe,  its  natural  confequence,  gave  him  accefs  to  Dr.  Fother- 
gill;  and  I am  informed  by  his  widow,  that  as  often  as  he  applied 
for  medical  relief,  the  Dodlor  as  often  accompanied  his  prefcription 
with  a liberal  donation.  But  Captain  Carver  was  not  an  importunate 
iolicitor  ; the  mind  not  hardened  by  familiarity  of  refufal,  or  that  hath 
not  acquired,  by  frequent  flruggles,  the  art  of  fuppreffing  its  emotions, 
poffeffes  that  diffidence  which  is  the  infeparable  affociate  of  worth. 
Betwixt  diffidence  and  want,  many  were  the  flruggles  of  Captain  Carver ^ 
but,  overcome  at  length  by  the  repeated  adts  of  the  Doctor's  generofity, 
a jealous  fufpicion  of  becoming  troublefome  to  his  benefadlor,  deter- 
mined him  to  prefer  that  want,  and  the  deprivation  of  the  neceffaries 
of  life,  which  put  him  out  of  the  power  of  choice : ; for  death  foon 
triumphs  over  famine. — What  a conflidt  of  fallen  greatnefs  does  this 
tragedy  exhibit  ! When  his  fate  was  communicated  to  the  Dodlor,  how 
tender  was  his  expreffion  ! “ If  I had  known  his  diflrefs,  he  fliould 
**  not  thus  have  died  * 1” 

He  that  is  cordially  difpofed  to  do  good,  will  not  find  his  beneficence 
difappointed  for  want  of  occafions  to  exercife  it  for  diflrefs  appears 
in  a thoufand  fhapes,  and  affords  the  affluent  as  many  opportunities  of 
augmenting  their  own  happinefs,  by  enlarging  that  of  others.  Were 
there  no  mifery  in  the  world,  there  would  be  few  occafions  for  the 

exercife 

* The  king  has  fince  gracioufly  condefcended  to  allow  the  widow  Carver  a liberal 
annuity.  The  unfortunate  hufband  was  only  known  to  me  on  his  death-bed.  In  the 
early  ftages  of  his  difeafe,  he  was  able  to  wait  upon  Dr.  Fothergill;  but  in  the  pro- 
grefs  of  it,  being  confined  to  his  bed,  the  Dodlor  requefted  me  to  vifit  the  Captain. at 
his  lodgings ; and  my  firft  interview  was  within  three  days  of  his  deceafe.  It  was  after 
his  funeral  that  I felt  myfelf  more  immediately  interefted  in  the  fuccour  of  the  widow 
and  orphans.  As  the  Captain  died  pennylefs,  he  was  buried,  to  avoid  expence,  in  the 
poor’s  ground,  a part  of  the  church-yard  ufually  appropriated  to  the  abjedt  poor.  When 
I refiedted  upon  the  utility  of  his  Travels,  I confidered  him  as  a public  lofs,  and  his 

offspring; 
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exercife  of  thofe  generous  virtues,  which  beget  gratitude  and  thank- 
fulnefs  on  one  hand,  and  the  tender  emotions  of  fympathy  and  humanity 
on  the  other.  Confcious  as  we  are,  that  no  one  is  exempt  from  the 
painful  viciffitudes  of  life,  and  that  the  bleffed  to-day  may  to-morrow 
experience  a bitter  reverfe,  the  difcreffed  are  ever  obje&s  of  commisera- 
tion, and  Should  raife  in  our  hearts  that  kind  of  compaffion,  and  obtain 
that  aid  .from  us,  which  we  Should  look  for  were  fuch  affli&ions  fuffered 
to  overtake  us_. 

So  Dr.  Fothergill  refleded,  and  fo  he  confidently  aded;  for  he 
was.  almoftinceffantly.fuggefting  methods  of  mitigating,  not  only  abjed 
poverty,  but  likewife  that  Species  of  poignant  fenfibility  which  the 
reverie  of  better  days  naturally  inflids.  Feelings  of  this  nature  pre- 
fented  to  him  a plan  for  relieving  the  diftreffes  of  the  lower  claffes  of 
tjie .people,  by  leffening  the  price  of  provisions.  Where  the  profit  of 
labour  is  barely  adequate  to  .the  expence  of  fubfiftence,  from  unfavour- 
able feafons,  or  from  whatever  caufe  a temporary  fcarcity  of  the  necef- 
faries  of  life  may  originate*  the  Severity  is  peculiarly  felt  by  the  poor  z 
when  land  fails  of  its  ufual  produd  in  any  one  general  article  of  diet, 
every  other  being  proportionally  more  demanded,  the  price  of  the  whole 
will  be  enhanced.  Such  a national  fcarcity  can  only  be  obviated  by 
importation  from  another  country,  at  the  expence  of  money  or  forne 
other  equivalent  value,  and  hence  constitutes  only  a partial  remedy; 
but  could  a fubftitute  for  national  fcarcity  be  found,  which  is  not  the 
produd  of  land,  fuch  a fubftitute  would  afford  the  moil  effedual  means 
of  obviating  impending  diftrefs ; and  this  the  ocean  affords,  which 
barters  its  produce  for  labour  alone.  If  the  inhabitants  of  a country, 
furrounded  by  a fea  abounding  with  fiSh,  were  accuftomed  to  live  upon 


offspring  as  the  children  of  the  public  ; and  I prefented  the  widow  with  a few  pounds,  to 
clothe  and  Sfeed  herfelf  and  children  : but  the  money,  thus  defigned  to  Satisfy  her  hunger, 
fhe  employed  otherwife  ; fhe  had  the  co'rpfe  of  her  hufband  taken  out  of  the  poor’s  ground, 
and  buried  in  ground  containing  the  afhes  of  higher  company,  and  over  it  fhe  raifed  a 
decent  monument  to  his  memory.  His  Travels,  however,  will  prove  a more  durable 
monument  than  ftone  ; and,  though  the  duft  with  which  we  are  mixed  avails  not  to  the 
living  or  to  the  dead,  yet  I was  fenfibly  touched  with  this  inflance  of  poft- mortuary 
afFedtion,  and  have  Since  endeavoured  to  mitigate  the  miferies  of  a mind  endowed  with 
fuch  tender  fenfibilities. 

i • , . . . f - f ■ .. - 
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this  food  one  day  in  the  week,  it  is  evident  that  the  fame  land  would 
fupport  one  feventh  more  inhabitants,  without  enhancing  the  necelfaries 
of  diet.  If  our  fifheries  contributed  to  fubfifl  the  inhabitants  of  Spain, 
Portugal,  and  Italy,  whilft  our  own  poor  were  at  times  wanting  bread, 
was  it  not  true  policy  to  encourage  the  more  general  ufe  of  this  cheap 
and  dietetic  article  ? 

At  the  approach  of  the  fevere  winter  of  1767,  Dr.  Fothergill 
propofed  a fcheme,  and  liberally  contributed  to  raile  a fund  for  enfuring 
its  fuccefs,  to  purchafe  fifh  at  a wholefale  cheap  price,  and  to  difpofe 
of  them  at  a fmall  lofs,  till  the  whole  fubfcription  was  expended,  for 
the  benefit  of  the  poor  and  middle  ranks  of  houfekeepers.  The  fociety, 
who  fupported  this  fcheme,  which  was  continued  to  the  year  1770,  in 
the  fame  manner  purchafed  potatoes  in  Lancafhire,  or  other  cheap 
markets,  and  conveyed  them  by  water  to  the  metropolis,  where  there 
is  more  poverty,  as  well  as  more  wealth,  than  in  any  other  part  of  the 
kingdom  j and,  to  countenance  this  diet,  he  purchafed  from  the  ware- 
houfes,  opened  for  the  fale  of  thefe  articles,  the  provifions  of  his  own 
table,  once  at  lead:  a week.  If  this  conduct  deferves  to  be  recorded  as 
an  example  for  pofte.rity,  I fball  be  approved  for  introducing  likewife 
the  refpeCtable  names  of  David  Barclay,  John  Barclay,  Daniel  Mildred, 
Samuel  Hoare,  Ofgood  Hanbury,  Capel  Hanbury,  John  Harman,  John 
Strettell,  Ifaac  Walker,  Zachary  Cockfield,  Thomas  Corbyn,  and  Wil- 
liam Archer,  as  examples  of  beneficence,  who  co-operated  in  this 
patriotic  and  humane  undertaking. 

To  break  a monopoly  which  had  highly  enhanced  the  price  of  frefh 
fifh  in  all  the  markets  about  London,  he  firft  fuggefted  the  fcheme 
of  bringing  fifh  by  land- carriage  j and  though  it  did  not  fucceed  in 
every  refpedt,  it  tended  to  deftroy  a fuppofed  combination,  which  has 
never  fince  arifen  to  the  fame  alarming  extent ; and  may  probably  long 
be  remembered,  as  a project  which,  though  now  fufpended,  may  be 
renewed  at  a future  time,  fhould  the  fame  complaint  again  occur. 

To  render  bread  much  cheaper  to  the  poor,  though  equally  as  whole- 
fome  as  the  bed  wheaten.  Dr.  Fothergill  propofed  a method  of 
making  it  with  one  part  of  potatoes,  and  three  parts  of  houfehold  flour* 
and  to  encourage  its  ufe,  he  caufed  proper  directions  to  be  didributed 
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among  the  bakers  and  others  in  the  city.  I have  often  eat  this 
bread,  and  were  it  dearer,  I fhould  prefer  it  to  that  made  of  the  fined: 
flour. 

A wholefome  bread  may  likewife  be  made,  by  mixing  the  fine  flour 
of  Indian  corn  v/ith  that  of  wheat,  in  equal  proportions ; which,  if 
rightly  managed,  the  colour  will  be  about  the  fame  as  the  ftandard 
wheaten  bread,  and,  before  the  prefent  conteft  with  America,  might 
have  been  fold  about  two-pence  in  the  quartern  loaf  cheaper  than  the 
fine  wheaten,  when  that  may  be  at  eight-pence  per  quartern  j and,  (hould 
days  of  peace  return,  will  doubtlefs  be  again  equally  cheap. 

No  fubftance,  ufed  as  aliment,  has  been  more  fully  and  fatisfa&orily 
proved  to  be  nutritious  than  this  corn,  which  was  once  imported 
hither  in  confiderable  quantities  from  North  America,  where  it  forms  a 
large  fhare  of  the  diet  of  both  the  rich  and  the  poor  : it  is  light  and 
eafy  of  digeftion,  and  at  the  fame  time  affords  much  nourifhment,  as 
thofe  moft  addicted  to  it  endure  exercife  and  labour  with  fuperior  eafe ; 
and  it  has  likewife  been  particularly  remarked,  that  horfes  fed  with  it 
will  travel  farther,  and  bear  the  fatigues  of  a long  journey  much 
better,  than  when  fed  with  any  other  food  whatever.  It  was  formerly 
much  ufed  about  London  for  the  feeding  of  hogs,  and  it  has  rendered 
their  flefh  whiter,  fweeter,  and  better  flavoured,  than  when  fed  with 
any  thing  elfe  hitherto  uled ; and  for  black  cattle,  deer,  and  poultry, 
there  is  no  food  fuperior  to  this  grain. 

The  people  of  North  America  drefs  the  flour  into  various  forms, 
which  it  is  as  well  calculated  for  as  that  of  wheat ; in  the  Weft  Indies  it 
conftitutes  a large  fhare  of  the  food  of  the  negroes,  who,  perhaps,  un- 
dergo as  much  hardfhip  and  labour  as  moft  of  the  fons  of  men. 

-The  flour  of  this  corn  pofleftes,  to  moft,  an  agreeable  fweet  flavour  $ 
fo  that  fome  perfons,  who  have  accuftomed  themfelves  to  eat  the' 
bread  made  of  it,  find  a difficulty  in  returning  to  the  ufe  of  any  other. 
Great  care  is  requifite  in  grinding  the  corn,  as  a part  of  the  interior 
edge  of  the  grain  is  compofed  of  a ligneous  fpongy  fubftance,  the 
middle  of  which  is  of  a dark  brown  colour,  and  of  a bitter  tafte, 
which,  if  ground  into  the  flour,  produces  a difagreeable  tafte  ; to  avoid 
which,  the  mill-ftones  fhould  be  fet  fo  wide  as  but  juft  to  burft  the 
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thick  or  farinaceous  part  of  the  grain,  which  fhould  be  palled  through 
a fieve,  in  order  to  feparate  the  above-mentioned  bitterilli  fubHance ; 
the  grain  fliould  then  be  ground  with  the  Hones  fet  to  render  it  fuffi- 
ciently  fine  : by  this  precaution  the  flour  is  as  white  as  that  of  the 
finefl  wheat,  and  full  as  pleafant  to  eat ; it  pofiefles,  like  potatoes,  the 
quality  of  preferving  the  bread,  made  from  a mixture  of  it,  in  a moiil 
Hate  for  many  days,  which,  at  leafl.  in  warm  weather,  is  no  inconfiderable 
advantage  *. 

Though  numerous  rivulets,  when  united,  conflitute  a confiderable 
current ; yet,  various  as  were  the  channels  of  the  Doctor's  bounty  in 
the  minor  departments  of  beneficence,  they  formed  but  a finall  pro- 
portion of  the  ample  income  which  flowed  from  the  extenfive  exercife 
of  his  profeflion.  Thofe  adts  of  beneficence,  where,  like  the  oak  which 
germinates  from  an  acorn,  great  effedts  arife  from  fmall  caufes,  may  be 
clafled  under  minor  departments,  when  referred  to  him,  whofe  liberality 
flowed  into  fo  many  wide  and  diflant  channels  : feldom  was  any  ufeful 
fubfcription  fet  on  foot,  either  in  this  kingdom  or  its  dependencies, 
without  his  name  Handing  foremoH  in  the  lifi,  as  many  of  the  fchools 
at  home  and  abroad  can  gratefully  evidence  : in  public  calamities,  as  in 
inHances  of  private  diHrefs,  but  in  a more  enlarged  manner,  the  fym- 
pathy  of  his  heart  expanded  the  bounty  of  his  purfe — > 

His  bofom  Truth’s  fair  palace  ; and  his  arms 
Benevolent,  the  harbour  of  mankind  ! 

Brooke’s  Gull.  Vafa. 

A man  who  devoted  his  labour  and  fortune  to  public  good,  without 
oflentation,  may  have  raifed  many  monuments  of  public  benefit,  that 
are  too  remote  to  be  clearly  recolledled,  or  too  recent  to  be  fully 
afcertained.  In  the  late  war,  when  the  fuccefs  of  our  arms  had  filled 
the  prifons  with  captives,  and  reduced  our  enemies  to  a Hate  too  abjedt 
to  adminifler  fupport  adequate  to  the  mifery  of  their  own  people,  a 

* Whilft  I am  confidering  the  means  of  relieving  the  poor  by  a healthy  fubftitute  for 
wheaten  bread,  I cannot  but  recommend  the  perufal  of  a performance  lately  publifhed, 
intitled,  Obfervations  on  fuch  nutritive  Vegetables  as  may  be  fubftituted  in  the  Place  of 
ordinary  Food,  extracted  from  the  French  of  M.  Parmentier.  8vo,  Murray.  London, 
1783. 
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national  fubfcription  was  inftituted,  to  feed  and  clothe  thefe  unfortunate 
victims  of  war;  for  a brave  people,  like  the  Perfian  Cyrus,  deemed 
thofe  no  longer  enemies  whom  they  had  vanquifhed  *.  In  this  noble 
undertaking  Dr.  Fox  her  gill  bore  a confiderable  lhare  : the  Society 
of  Quakers,  who  fcarcely  conffitute  the  two  hundredth  part  of  the 
nation,  raifed  above  one  fourth  of  the  whole  fubfcription ; towards 
which  he  was  an  ample  contributor,  and  was  appointed  one  of  the 
Committee  f for  conducing  and  appropriating  this  national  bounty  ; 
of  which  no  inftance  of  equal  urbanity,  was  ever  recorded  in  the  heroic 
ages  of  Greece  or  Rome 

■*  Norborn  Berkeley,  afterwards  Lord  Botetourt,  then  colonel  of  the  militia  who 
guarded  the  French  prifoners  at  Winchefter,  was  {truck  with  their  diftrefs,  and  was  the 
firft  who  propofed  a fubfcription  for  their  relief. 

f The  benevolent  Thomas  Corbyn,  with  the  late  Richard  How,  were  likewife  of 
this  Committee. 

X Dr.  Johnfon,.  in  his  noble  preface  to  the  Report  of  the  above  Committee,  juftly 
remarks,  that  “ new  fcenes  of  mifery  make  new  impreffions ; and  much  of  the  charity 
which  produced  thefe  donations,  may  be  fuppofed  to  have  been  generated  by  a fpecies 
of  calamity  never  known  amongft  us  before.  Some  imagine  that  the  laws  have  provided 
all  necefl’ary  relief  in  common  cafes,  and  remit  the  poor  to  the  care  of  the  public;  fome 
have  been  deceived  by  fiditious  mifery,  and  are  afraid  of  encouraging  impofture;  many 
have  obferved  want  to  be  the  effedt  of  vice,  and  confider  cafual  alms-givers  as  patrons  of 
idlenefs.  But  all  thefe  difficulties  vartifh  in  the  prefent  cafe  : we  know  that  for  the  pri- 
foners of  war,  there  is  no  legal  provifion  ; we  fee  their  diftrefs,  and  are  certain  of  its 
caufe  ; we  know  that  they  are  poor  and  naked,  and  poor  and  naked  without  a crime. 

“ But  it  is  not  necefiary  to  make  any  conceffions.  The  opponents  of  this  charity  muft 
allow  it  to  be  good,  and  will  not  eafily  prove  it  not  to  be  the  beft.  That  charity  is  bell, 
of  which  the  confequences  are  mod  extenfive  : the  relief  of  enemies  has  a tendency  to 
unite  mankind  in  fraternal  affedlion  ; to  foften  the  acrimony  of  adverfe  nations,  and  difpofe 
them  to  peace  and  amity:  in  the  mean  time,  it  alleviates  captivity,  and  takes  away  fome- 
thing  from  the  miferies  of  war.  The  rage  of  war,  however  mitigated,  will  always  fill  the 
world  with  calamity  and  horror:  let  it  not  then  be  unneceffarily  extended  ; let  animofity 
and  hoflility  ceafe  together  ; and  no  man  be  longer  deemed  an  enemy,  than  while  his 
fword  is  drawn  againft  us.” 

“ The  effects  of  thefe  contributions  may,  perhaps,  reach  ftill  further.  Truth  is  beft 
fupported  virtue  : we  may  hope  from  thofe  who  feel  or  who  fee  our  charity,  that  they 
fhall  no  longer  deteft  as  herefy  that  religion,  which  makes  its  profeflbrs  the  followers  of 
Him,  who  has  commanded  us  to  “ do  good  to  them  that  hate  us.” 
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The  prefent  unnatural  war  in  America  * afforded  a frefh  example  of 
popular  mifery,  and  another  inffance  of  Dr.  Fothergxll’s  beneficence  j 
for  his  bounty  flowed  copioufly  into  the  channels  of  mifery,  when- 
ever it  exifted.  As  the  contention  in  America  was  embittered  by  reci- 
procal injuries,1  each  contending  party  was  more  and  more  ftimulated 
to  aCts  of  violence,  till  reiterated  diftreffes  had  level’d  moft  ranks  of 
people  into  penury  and  want.'  To  obviate  thefe  ravages  of  inteftine 
war,  a fubfcription  was  opened  among  the  Quakers  -of  Europe,  for  the 
fervice  of  their  fellow-fubjeCts  beyond  the  Atlantic.  If  Dr.  Fother- 
gill  did  not  firff  propofe,  he  was-  certainly  One  of  the  moft  early  and 
liberal  advocates  for  this  generous  fubfcription.  Its  application  was 
not  confined  to  any  fe<ft;  it  was  extended  to  the  miferable  of  every 
denomination  ; for,  under  affliction,  we  aught  to  be  brethren  by  .fym- 
■pathy.  But  to  defcribe  the  DoCtor  in ' every  aCt  Cf  his  beneficence. 
Would  conftitute- an  epitome  of  human  woe  counteracted  by  . godlike 
generofity. 

- I hope  it  will  not  be  deemed  ar  partial  attachment  to  fed,  fhould  I 
indulge  myfelf  in  a digrdffion  not  immediately  connected  with  the  objeCt 
of  my  narrative.  Confldering  the  genera!  philanthropy  of  a Society  of 
which  Dr.  FotHERGiLL  'was  a diftinguifhed  member,  it  may  feem 
ftrange  that  it  ffiould  have  obtained-  the  obloquy  and  invidious  re- 
flections of  perfons  of  all  denominations,  when  a little  enquiry  would 
have  afforded  fufficient  reafons  for  adopting  more  favourable  fentiments.. 
A caufe,  and  one  of  the  moft  difficult  to  eradicate,  is  the  impreflions 
imbibed  in  early  life,  prejudicial  to  this  Society.  No  book,  perhaps, 
is  at  prefent  more  generally  read  in  fchools  than  Guthrie’s  Geographical 
Grammar ; and,  fo  far  as  it  refpeCts  the  religious  principles  of  the 
Quakers,  it  is  cpmpofed  of  errors  and  mifreprefentations,  with  which 
the  writer  would  have  been  affiamed  to  have  charged  any  of  its  members  : 
but  early  impreflions  being  moft  permanent,-  and  thefe  prejudices  being 
interwoven  in  fchool  education,  become  familiar  to  youth,  and  grow  up 
with  them,  and.  consequently  poftefling  no  novelty,  they  excite  no 
future  inveftigation  -}  and  thus  opinions,, founded  upon  mifreprefen- 

f Whilft  this  fleet  was  in  the  prefs,  the  Preliminary  Articles  of  Peace  were  figned,  on 
the  20th  of  January  1783. 
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tation,  are  admitted  as  habitual  and  eftablifhed  truths.  What  is  different 
from  the  general  habitude  of  mankind,  will  not  acquire  general  ap- 
•plaufe : it  is  not  flattering  to  felf-love  to  admit,  much  lefs  to  approve, 
opinions  which  controvert  its  own;  and  thofe  of  the  Quakers  confiff 
of  fuch  as  were  calculated  to  obtain  popular  obloquy.  The  whole  tenor 
of  their  principles  being  contrary  to  war,  they  could  not  therefore 
raife  the  efteem  of  the  military;  as. they  had  no- prdefts,  and  conftdered 
the  exercife  of  the  Gofpel  to  be  free,  jfehey  ecoufd  not  conciliate  the 
affections  of  the  clergy ; in  like  manner,  as  they  difeouraged  going  to 
law,  they  could  not  expeCt  the  favour  of  the  profeffors  of  law  : and 
thus  the  principal  fources,  upon  which  the  public  opinion  muff  depend, 
were  naturally  adverfe  to  a Society,;,  whofe  principles,  counteracted  their 
'Views  and  their  emoluments. 3 w \ d 

Whoever  is  bold  enough,  to  djffent  from  popular  opinion,  is  repro- 
bated as  obftiiffte  or  fanatic  by  popular  dgcihon  ; but,  however  fudden 
paflion  may  controvert  a general  pofttion,  mankind  are  feldom  long  and 
deliberately  obftinate  againft.  private  intereft. - But  the  fyftem  on  which 
I am  adverting,  as  it  admitted  not;  of  oaths,  it  debarred  itfelf  from  all 
emoluments  under  government  ;nas  it  repreffed  pomp  .and  ceremonious 
addrefs,  it  could  neither  court  the  great  nor  flatter  the  gay.  From 
fuch  a fyftem  of  felf-denial  the  Society  could  never  be  numerous  ; 
and,  as  might  be  naturally  imagined,  would  rather  have  excited  pity 
than  perfecution  : but,  unenviable  as  their  religious  opinions  might 
appear,  fo  natural  is  it  for  the  ftrong  to  opprefs  the  weak,  that  they 
were  compelled  to  feal  thofe  opinions  with  their  blood.  Time,  how- 
ever, which  is  the  meafure  of  aCtions,  has  placed  men  and  opinions  in 
new  points  of  view  : 

Opinionum  comment  a delet  dies , naturce  judicia  conjirmat.  Cic. 

Perfecution  drove  the  Quakers  to  America,  where  they  founded  a go- 
vernment unknown  in  modern  times ; where  the  world  beheld  a people 
in  power,  the  only  people  recorded  in  hiftory,  who  never  exercifed 
that  power  to  opprefs  and  perfecute  the  weak  ! 

What  is  familiar  and  near  us,  excites  little  ferutiny  or  inveftigation  ; 
but  the  time  may  come,  when  a wife  legiflator  may  defeend  to  enquire, 
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by  what  medium  a whole  Society,  in  both  the  Old  and  New  World, 
is  made  to  think  and  a with  uniformity  for  upwards  of  a century  ! 
By  what  polity,  without  emolument  from  government,  they  have  be- 
come the  only  people  on  earth  free  from  poverty ! By  what  ceconomy 
they  have  thus  prevented  beggary  and  want  among  any  of  their  members, 
whilft  the  nation  groans  under  taxes  for  the  poor  ! Then  perhaps  their 
fanaticifm  may  not  appear  to  the  public  in  a worfe  point  of  view 
than  has  been  exhibited  by  a modern  writer  on  the  continent,  whofe 
fentiments  are  as  follow.  After  giving  a view  of  their  religious  prin- 
ciples, he  fays,  **  * Apres  cela  qu’on  range  tant  qu’on  voudra  les 
“ Quakers  parmi  les  fanatiques  ; ce  font  toujours  des  fanatiques  bien 
<e  eftimables.  Je  ne  puis  m’empecher  de  declarer,  que  je  les  eftime  un 
“ peuple  vraiment  grand,  vertueux,  plein  d’induftrie,  d’intelligence,  et 
<{  de  fagefie.  Ce  font  des  gens  animes  des  principes  les  plus  etendus 
“ de  beneficence,  qu’il  y ait  jamais  eu  fur  la  terre.  Leur  charite  fe 
4‘  porte  fur  toute  la  race  du  genre  humain,  ne  refufant  a perfonne  les 
“ mifericordes  des  dieux.  Ils  reconnoifient  publiquement  que  la  li- 
“ berte  u-niverfelle  efi:  due  a tout  le  monde.  Ils  condamnent  les  impots, 
st  et  neanmoins  ils  les  payent,  et  s’y  foumettent  fans  murmure.  Enfin, 
“ c’eft  peut-etre  le  feul  parti  chez  les  Chretiens,  dont  la  pratique  du 
“ corps  entier  reponde  conftamment  a fes  principes.  Je  n’ai  point  de 
<(  honte  d’avouer  que  j’ai  lu  et  relu  avec  un  plaifir  fingulier  l’Apologie 
“ du  Quake rifme  par  Robert  Barclay  ; il  m’a  convaincu  que  c’eft,  tout 
“ calcule,  le  fyfteme  le  plus  raifonnable  et  le  plus  parfait  qu’on  ait 
“ encore  imagine.”  Encyclopedic  Fr.  T.  13.  p.  648. 

* Let  thofe,  who  pleafe,  confider  the  Quakers  as  fanatics ; they  are  fuch  fanatics  as 
always  merit  efteem.  As  to  myfelf,  I cannot  but  acknowledge,  that  I confider  them  as 
a great  and  virtuous  people,  indultrious,  intelligent,  and  wife,  and  animated  with  the  molt 
extenfive  principles  of  beneficence  that  have  ever  yet  appeared.  Their  charity  is  extended 
to  the  whole  human  race,  denying  no  one  a godlike  companion.  They  publicly  acknow- 
ledge that  liberty  is  due  to  all  ; and  though  they  condemn  imports  (ecclefiaftical  taxes, 
and  thofe  for  carrying  on  war)  they  fubmit  to  them  without  murmuring.  They  are, 
perhaps,  the  only  Society  of  Chriftians,  whofe  practice  and  principles  amongfl:  all  its 
members  conftantly  correfpond.  I am  not  alhamed  to  own,  that  I have  repeatedly 
perufed,  with  fingular  pleafure,  Robert  Barclay’s  Apology  for  the  Quakers;  and  lam 
convinced, -take  it  all  together,  that  it  is  the  moft  rational  and  perfect  fyftem  that  hath  ever 
yet  been  conceived. 


7 


He 


slviii  SOME  ACGOUNT-O-F  T H;E  LATE 

He  that  fo  arduouily  and  fuccefsfully  exerted  his  abilities  and  fortune 
in  promoting  private;  and  public  good,  was,  upon  numerous  occafions, 
a generous  patron  of  Literature.:  though  . above  courting  the  adulation 
of  authors,  he  endeavoured  to  diredilhe  genius  and  improve  the  writings 
of  perfons  of  ufeful  talents:  without  leifure  to  .arrange  and' publifla  fo 
much,  of  his  own  experience,  as  the  public  defined,  he  fought  oppor- 
tunities of  -fuggefting  to  others  fuch  objects  of  enquiry  as  might  prove 
mod;  beneficial  to  the  community.  Thofe  who  are  the.  mod;  capable 
of  inftnidfcing  mankind,  are  oftentimes,  from  a diffidence  which  ado- 
crates  with  true  excellence, . mod;  backyvard  pf  imparting  indrudtion. 
Cleghorn,  .the  ingenious- and  inquifitiye  Cleghorn,  who,  pradtifed  long 
and  fucceisfully  at  Minorca,  returned  to  England  without  having  ar- 
ranged his  important,  hiflory,  of  the  difeafes  of  that  iiland,  vyhich  he 
afterwards  did  at  the  fuggeftion  .of  Dr.  Fothergill  f.  Thefe  phy- 
iicians,  to  whom  the  world  has  been  fo  much  indebted,  as  they  had 
been, early  colleagues  in  ftudy,  fo  they  continued  intimate  friends,  emu- 
lating each  other  in  medical  refearches.  The  latter,  when  he  firfi  read 
what  Cleghorn  had  effected,  fpeaks  of  his  labours  with  that  liberal 
fpirit  of  approbation,  which  envies  not  the  laudable  actions  of  another: 
44  -f-Miraberis  proculdubio  Cleghornii  nodri  induftriam ; in  orbis  etiam 
44  angulo  fitus  majores  facit  progredus  quam  noftrorum  quivis,  quibus 
44  etiam  non  defunt  idonea  ftudiorum  adminicula.  Alius  itaque  alium 
44  excitemus,  ut  ejus  infequainur  vediigia,  tantoque  viro  dignos  evademus 
A4  amicos.” 

To  Dr.  Rufiell,  his  early  afiociate,  and  afterwards  his  correfpondent 

* The  moft  material  parts  of  Dr.  Cleghorn’s  excellent  publication  were  communicated 
to  Dr.  Fothergill,  in  letters  from  Minorca,  dated  in  the  years  1742  and  1744,  metho- 
dically digefted,  and  written  in  pure,  elegant,  and  claffical  Latin,  which  language  he 
wrote  with  great  fluency.  Thefe  letters  Dr.  Fothergill  tranfmitted  to  Dr.  Cuming, 
who  was  likewife  an  intimate  correfpondent  of  Dr.  Cleghorn’s,  as  well  as  of  Dr.  Ruf- 
fell’s. 

+ Thou  wilt  no  doubt  admire  the  induftry  of  our  friend  Cleghorn  ; who,  fituated  in 
a corner  of  the  world,  has  made  greater  progrefs  than  any  of  us,  who  even  do  not  want 
the  proper  aids  of  ftudy.  Let  us  therefore  ftimulate  one  another,  that  we  may  follow 
his  footfteps3  and  become  the  worthy  friends  of  fo  great  a man. 

Letter  to  Dr.  Cuming,  14th  Auguft  1742. 
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at  Aleppo,  and  whofe  life  he  has  commemorated  with  the  tendernefs 
of  fraternal  affection  ; to  the  amiable  Ruffeil,  he  urged  the  importance 
ef  an  hiftorical  narrative  of  that  city  and  its  environs ; and  which  the 
latter  executed,  with  a perfpicuity  that  will  hand  down  the  work,  and 
the  reputation  of  its  author,  to  diftant  pofterity 

Within  the  extent  of  my  knowledge,  fimilar  inftances.  might  be 
largely  multiplied  ; and  they  equally  point  out  his  generous  ardour  in 
the  promotion  of  ufeful  knowledge  : in  many  literary  performances, 
indeed,  his  affifcance  has  acquired  public  acknowledgment,  as  the  re- 
fpeCtable  names  of  a Rutty,  a Macbride,  a Falconar,  and  many  others, 
will  teftify.  Few  men  of  diffinguiftied  reputation  pafs  through  life 
with  merely  filent  admiration ; gratitude  or  refped:  will  at  length  fingle 
them  out  as  patrons  of  fcience ; and  dedications  of  juft  applaufe,  or 
mifapplied  adulation,  will  follow:  but  as  Dr.  Fothergill  was  uni- 
formly more  defirous  of  doing  good,  than  of  having  it  known,  he  was 
averfe  to  dedications,  and  confidered  them  as  a fpecies  of  literary 
pageantry,  more  productive  of  envy  to  the  patron,  than  of  advantage 
to  the  author.  I was  once  with  him  at  Lea-hall,  when  a gentleman, 
whofe  reputation  juftly  afforded  him  the  moft  honourable  diftinCtion, 
jequefted  to  addrefs  a work  of  intrinlic  merit  to  the  DoCtor,  and  I 
well  remember  his  reply  : — “ My  friendlhip  will  not  be  augmented  by 
fuch  a public  inftance  of  refpeCt : apply  therefore  to  fome  eminent 
“ perfon,  whofe  friendship  may  thus  be  conciliated;  whereby,”  added 
he  kindly,  “ an  old  friend  may  be  preferved,  and  a new  one  gained.” 
That  immenfe  work  of  Botany,  wherein  the  pencil  of  Miller  ill-uf- 

* From  the  time  he  left  England,  to  his  return  in  February  1755,  we  had  maintained, 
fays  Dr.  Fothergill,  a regular  correfpondence.  I could  not  forbear  mentioning  to  him 
repeatedly,  how  acceptable  a more  accurate  account  of  Aleppo  would  be  to  this  nation, 
and  to  all  Europe  ; that  no  perfon  would  probably  ever  Hand  a chance  of  fucceeding  in  it 
fo  happily  as  himfelf ; that  his  long  refidence  there,  his  knowledge  of  the  language,  the 
manners,  cuftoms,  difeafes  of  the  place,  the  great  credit  he  had  acquired  amongft  all 
■ranks,  by  an  able,  diligent,  and  difinterefted  exertion  of  his  faculties,  his  influence  over 
the  Pafcha,  and  the  refpedt  paid  him  by  the  T.  urks  themfelves,  would  facilitate  every 
enquiry.  He  viewed  the  propofal  in  the  fame  light,  collected  materials,  made  fuitable 
enquiries,  and  has  erefted  a lafting  and  honourable  monument  to  his  memory. 

Life  of  Dr.  Ruflell. 
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trafed,  in  a ftyle  of  unprecedented  elegance,  the  Fexual  fyftem  of  Lin- 
nseus,  chiefly  from  the  originals  at  Upton,  was  actually  dedicated  to  the 
DoCtor ; and  afterwards,  with  no  little  difficulty  in  recalling  the  copies, 
cancelled  at  his  exprefs  folicitation.  Though  he  delighted  to -encou- 
rage ingenuity,  he  difliked  to  be  told  of  it.  . 

Purver,  the  indefatigable  tranflator  of  the  Bible  and  Teftament,  by 
wonderful  felf-exertion,  acquired  an  extenfive  knowledge  of  the  lan- 
guages requifite  for  this  arduous  labour;  and  at  length  effected,  by 
the  patronage,  and  folely  by  the  patronage  of  Dr.  Fothergill,  a 
literal  tranflation  of  the  Sacred  Scriptures  * : . and  though  a tenacioufnefs 
in  the  learned  author  for  provincial  idiom,  rendered  this  valuable  tranf- 
lation lefs  read  and  efteemed,  yet,  independent  of  idiomatic  objections, 
it  may  juftly  be  eftimated  among  the  principal  productions  of  the 
century. 

In  the  procefs  of  this  narrative,  I have  often  had  occafion  to  reflect, 
that  what  is  known  cannot  be  immediately  told..  There  are  circum- 
ftances  connected  with  the  living,  which  delicacy  forbids  to  record  ; or 
with  the  dead,  whofe  allies  it  were  cruel  to  the  furviving  friends  to 
moleft : hence  many  a good  man’s  aCtions  are  buried. in  oblivion.  Such 
muft  be  the  lot  of  many  a noble  inftance  of  Dr.  Fothergill’s  mu- 
nificence. I ffiould  even  have  paffed  over  in  filence  that  which  the  late 
Dr.  Knight  afforded,  had  it  not  been  generally  known,  and  recently 
revived  by  the  claffical  pen  of  a refpeCtable  phyfician  •f.  The  Librarian 
of  the  Britifh  Mu.feum,  whofe  character  was  defervedly  efteemed,  by 
fome  (peculations  in  mining,  more  plauiible  than  productive,  became  fo 
far  involved  in  his  circurnftances,  as  to  be  obliged  to  apply  to  thofe  he 

V 

deemed  his  friends  for  pecuniary  fupport ; but  his  application  was 
received  with  coolnefs.  In  this  dilemma,  though  he  had  enjoyed  the 
perfonal  acquaintance  of  Dr.  Fothergill,  he  could  not  have  prefumed 
upon  making  fuch  a requeft,  but  from  the  compulfive  motive  of  ne- 
ceffity.  The  ingenious  Knight,  with  diffidence,  told  the  DoCtor  what 
would  render  him  once  more  a happy  man.  The  anfwer  given  by  the 

* In  two  volumes  folio,  anno  1765. 

f Memoirs  of  the  Life,  and  a View  of  the  Character  of  the  late  Dr.  Fothergill  ; by 
G.  Thompfon,  M.  D. 
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phyfician  of  philanthropy,  whofe  heart  never  felt  the  diftrefs  of  an- 
other without  wifhing  to  remove  it,  was  fhort  but  expreffive, — “ / 
“ will  then  make  thee  happy*”  His  was  not  that  drop-like  bounty, 
which  paufes  in  its  progrefs ; it  was  full,  flowing,  and  benign  •f'  $ for 
I am  informed,  that  in  this  inftance  it  amounted  to  about  a thoufand 
guineas. 

Nullus  argento  color  eft  avaris , 

jlbdito  t err  is — - — - J Hor.  lib.  ii.  od.  2. 

Perfons,  whofe  moments  are  devoted  to  employments  of  profit,  are 
rarely  difpofed  to  facrifice  private  emolument  to  public  good.  Time, 
to  a medical  character  of  high  reputation,  is  a lucrative  reality  ; and  he 
that  devotes  a fhare  of  it  to  the  benefit  of  the  community,  in  that 
proportion  facrifices  his  private  intereft.  It  is  rarely,  indeed,  that 
phyflcians  depart  from  the  routine  of  profeflional  practice } but  Dr. 
Fothergill,  whofe  enlarged  mind  was  capable  of  embracing  every 
objeCt  of  utility,  was  an  exception  : the  punctuality  of  his  conduCt, 
and  the  perfpicuity  of  his  reflections,  gave  an  activity  to  his  mind  to 
promote  improvement  and  perfection  in  every  thing  around  him.  The 
-crouded  flreets  of  the  Metropolis,  its  fuperb  edifices,  and  perpetual 
traffic,  excite  admiration  in  the  molt  indifferent,  whofe  attention  may 
not  have  been  attracted  by  more  minute  inveftigation  but  the  aCtive 
mind  of  our  Affociate,  unreftrained  in  its  furvey  of  utility,  was  often 
engaged  in  detecting  error  and  pointing  out  improvement  in  this  fplen- 
did  city,  which  he  communicated  to  thofe  concerned  in  its  government, 
either  immediately,  or  by  letters  in  the  public  prints.  His  letters  on 
fubjeCts  of  police,  and  in  other  departments,  could  they  be  collected 
together,  would  conftitute  an  ample  and  ufefal  volume,  calculated  to 
inftrudt  the  magiftrate,  and  inform  the  architect  and  tradefman.  He 

* The  immenfe  artificial  loadftone,  defcribed  in  Dr.  Fothergill’s  Works,  was  the 
invention  of  Dr.  Knight,  and  prefented  by  the  former  to  the  Royal  Society, 
f See  Dr.  Hird’s  AfFeCiionate  Tribute,  page  7. 

t Gold  hath  no  Iuftre  of  its  own  ; 

It  ihines  by  temperate  ufe  alone.  Franci#. 
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condefcended  even  to  exert  his  influence  in  the  improvement  of  the 
common  pavement;  to  widen  the  ftreets,  and  open  new  communications' 
for  the  health  and  convenience  of  the  citizens. 

As  he  confidered  the  eafy  and  cheap  conveyance  of  merchandize,  and 
other  articles  of  confumption,  from  various  parts  of  the  nation  to  and 
from  the  Metropolis,  as  of  immenfe  importance  to  the  manufactures,, 
trade,  exports,  and  wealth  of  the  city,  he  fuggefted  the  plan  of  bring- 
ing the  northern  navigations,  which  already  unite  Liverpool,  Briftol,  and 
Hull,  into  the  vicinity  of  London,  by  new  canals,  the  grand  refervoir 
of  which  he  projected  to  rife  in  Cold-bath-fields.  In  his  fertile  ima- 
gination, I have  liftened  with  pleafure  to.  the  familiar  manner  in  which: 
he  delineated  the  facility  of  this  important  intercourfe ; and  probably, 
when  the  great  tendency  of  trade  towards  the.  north  of  this  kingdom, 
from  the  advantage  of  navigable  canals,  fhall  have  roufed  the  citizens  of 
London  to  protect  and  profecute  their  own  interefts,  fuch  a. projeCt  may 
be  ferioufly  revived,  and  effectually,  executed 

Thole  only,  who  have  acquired  the  habit  of  doing  much  in  a little 
time,  know  how  to  eflimate  its  value  ; and  the  ceconomy  of  time,  ap- 
plied to  the  various  concerns  of  trade  and  commerce,  admits  of  the  moft 
profitable  balance  in  favour  of  induftry.and  traffic..  In  this  ufeful  point 
of  view,  among  many  others,  he  confidered  eafy.  communication  through 
the  ftreets  of  London,  as  of  fingular  importance  in  a mercantile  city,  and 
lamented  the  obvious  deficiencies  in  this  refpeCt,  which  occurred  in: 
almoft  every  part  of  London.  From  the  great  northern  road  the  city  is 
chiefly  acceffible  only  by  Smithfield  and  Bifhopfgate-ftreet ; and  from  the* 
former  of  thefe  to  the  latter,  there  is  no  communication  that  conve- 
niently admits  of  more  than  one  carriage  to  pafs  at  a time  ; whilft  fuitable. 
avenues,  with  little  expence,. might  have  been  formed,  by  an  ample  en-- 
trance  from  Moorfields  to  the  Manfion-houfe,  and  from  Iflington  to 
Black-friars-bridge,  in  ftraight  lines  : this  he  projected  ; and,  by  the 
exertions  of  Charles  Dingly,  who  conftrudted  the  faw-mills  at  Lime- 
houfe,  in  imitation  of  thofe  at  Sardam,  it  was  near  being  accomplished. 

* See  a judicious  pamphlet,  juft  publifhed,  intitled,  Considerations  on  the  Idea  of 
smiting  the  Rivers  Thames  and  Severn}  4-to#  1782. 


Black- 
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Black-friars -bridge,  one  of  the  firft  ftruCtures  of  the  kind  that  human 
induSlry  and  judgment  ever  executed,  and  which  covers  the  wealthiest 
Stream  in  the  univerfe,  certainly  deferves  an  avenue  of  fome  elegance, 
efpecially  where  elegance  would  neceffarily  be  joined  with  utility. 

Many  other  parts  might  be  gradually  improved,  by  feizing  the  oppor- 
tunities of  cafual  conflagrations,  or  the  flow  but  more  certain  dilapida- 
tions of  time,  to  widen  the  Streets,  or  to  improve  the  Structure  of  new 
edifices  ; and  few  opportunities  of  this  kind  efcaped  the  Doctor’s  atten- 
tion, and  his  confequent  recommendation  to  the  magistracy*: 

Indeed,  on,e  of  the  moil  dreadful  confequences  of  a large  and  clofe- 
built  city,  is  the  conflagrations  which  fo  frequently  break  out,  and  againSt 
the  devastation  of  which  no  remedy  of  the  legislature  has  yet  been  ade- 
quate ; nor  perhaps  ever  will  be,  whilSt,  under  the  privilege  of  freedom^ 
Structures  are.  raifed,.  and  employments  carried  on,  in  Situations  which 
true  policy  would  interdict.  Of  thefe,  fugar-houfes,  and  the  operations 
in  them,  where  much  fuel  is  neceffarily  expended,  afford  Striking  ex- 
amples ; and  in  thi9  point  of  view  engaged  the  attention  of  the  DoCtor, 
who  at  different  times  propofed  various  modes  of  prevention.  When  the 
Minories  was  laid  open,  by  pulling  down  the  old  houfes,  the  Situation 
appeared  to  him  as  very  eligible  for  the  construction  of  thefe  and  fimilar 
hazardous  buildings,  where  the  ufe  of  fire  in  quantity  might  endanger 
houfes  in  their  vicinity.  Two  letters  upon  this  fubjeCt,  though  printed 
without  his  name,  he  told  me  were  his  productions ; which  I have  in- 
ferted,  as  instances  of  his  regard  to  objeCts  of  general  utility -j-. 

A caufe 

* After  the  conflagration  of  Langdale’s  diftillery,  at  the  bottom  of  Holborn-hiH,  the 
DoCtor  took  much  pains  to  have  the  buildings,  to  be  conftruCted  on  their  ruins,  thrown 
back,  in  a line  with  thofe  on  Holborn-hill;  but,  laudable  as  his  endeavours  were,  he 
laboured  in  vain. 

f Gazetteer,  December  30,  1768. 

(i  I N the  compafs  of  one  week  two  fugar-houfes,  in  the  moft  populous  parts  of  the 
city,  have  been  deftroyed  by  fire,  and  have  fpread  defolation  and  terror  in  the  neighbour- 
hood. 

“ I confider  thefe  edifices  as  built  for  deftruCfion  -3  there  being  more  fugar-houfes 
burnt  down  than  any  other  houfes  of  manufactory. 
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A caufe  of  dejftru&ion,  almoft  peculiar  to  great  cities,  and  perhaps 
equally  frequent  and  fatal  as  the  foregoing,  is  the  mode  of  interment  of 
the  bodies  of  the  dead,  and  particularly  thofe  of  the  poor  ,;  and  which 
is  ftill  continued  in  this  metropolis.  In  fome  burying-grounds  the 
graves  are  made  fufficiently  wide  to  contain  three  or  four  wooden  coffins 

abreaft, 

45  Whether  this  is  owing  to  any  fault  in  their  conftrudlion,  or  to  the  ignorance,  negledt, 
.and  ftupidity  of  thofe  who  are  employed  in  this  bufinefs,  I know  not. 

44  Ought  a well-governed  city  to  permit  fuch  buildings  to  be  eredted  as  are  attended' 
with  fuch  dreadful  confequences  ? Moft  certainly  it  ought  not. 

44  A gentleman,  whofe  life  is  of  great  confequence  to  many,  as  well  as  to  his  family, 
lay  extremely  ill  of  a dangerous  diforder : the  terrible  alarm  of  fire  within  a few  doors 
made  it  neceffary  to  take  him  out  of  his  bed,  and  to  carry  him,  half  naked,  to  the  firfl 
hofpitable  door  where  the  family  could  think  of  getting  admittance.  His  recovery  was 
extremely  doubtful  before;  this  event  will  not  leffen  the  hazard. 

44  Shall  families  be  flapped  of  their  fupport,  fhall  the  public  be  deprived  of  ufeful 
members,  fhall  diftrefs  and  ruin  be  fpread  through  a neighbourhood  unnecefTarily,  and 
without  any  endeavour  to  prevent  the  like  inconvenience  for  the  future  ? Humanity,  at 
leaft,  fpeaks  another  language.  Perhaps  hearts,  obdurate  to  every  other  fenfation  but  that 
of  gain,  would  pafs  through  the  ruins  of  the  metropolis  itfelf,  without  aJlgh,  or  a wifh 
for  the  prevention  of  fuch  fatal  accidents  ! — 

44  The  city  fhews,  in  many  refpedts,  an  inclination  for  improvement  ; and  I wifh  that 
no  more  fugar-houfes  might  be  fuffered  to  be  built  in  the  city,  nor  thofe  that  are  built 
tolerated  beyond  a certain  time,  that  is,  their  prefent  leafes. 

44  I would  not  prefume  to  diredl  where  thefe  now  neceffary  edifices  ought  to  be  built; 
but,  as  I think  no  perfon  ought  haftily  to  find  fault  with  any  thing,  unlefs  he  propofes  a 
remedy,  I take  the  liberty  to  fuggeft  the  following  to  the  confideration  of  the  public. 

« In  the  t-radl  of  ground  that  lies  between  the  Minories  and  Poor  Jewry-flreet,  1 think 
there  is  fpace  enough  now  vacant,  or  likely  to  become  fo,  on  which  as  many  fugar-houfes 
might  be  eredted  as  there  are  in  the  city. 

“ Let  an  adt  of  parliament  be  obtained  to  prohibit  the  future  eredlion  of  any  fugar- 
houfes,  except  in  this  particular  part.  The  fcite  would  be  very  advantageous  to  the  fugar- 
bakers  themfelves  ; it  is  near  the  water-fide,  and  the  conveyance  to  all  parts  of  the  town 
eafy.  Their  fuel,  their  fugars,  would  cofl  lefs  to  be  laid  in  here,  than  in  moft  other 
places.  Befides,  the  city  would  be  eafed,  by  this  means,  of  one  of  the  greateft  nuifances 
that  attends  it,  the  fugar*  carts;  the  unloading  and  loading  of  which  coft  more  time  to 
the  paffengers  in  carriages,  than  the  brewers  drays  themfelves;  for  moft  of  the  fugar- 
houfes  in  the  city  are  in  narrow  llreets,  yet  in  ftreets  and  pafiages  much  frequented  ; 
Bow-lane,  Knight-rider-ftreet,  and  fome  others,  might  be  mentioned. 

64  As  the  parliament  is  fitting,  and  the  city  of  London  may  have  occafioit  to  apply  on 
divers  accounts,  I wifh  they  would  be  pleafed,  in  conjunction  with  the  infurance-offices, 
2,  whofe 
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abreaft,  and  deep  enough  to  hold  twice  as  many  in  depth  : thefe  pits, 
after  each  burial,  are  covered  with  a few  loofe  boards,  and  a little  mould, 
to  hide  the  coffin  from  common  view  ; but  they  are  never  filled  up  till 
the  whole  complement  of  corpfes  has  been  interred.  When  this  is 
done,  a fecond  grave  is  opened  upon  the  fame  plan,  clofe  to  the  firif, 
leaving  the  fides  of  the  former  coffins  ftill  expofed;  by  which  means 

whofe  intereft  is  at  ftake,  to  take  the  premifes  into  confideration,  and  apply  for  an  a£t  to 
prevent  the  building  or  rebuilding  of  any  more  fuch  works  in  the  heart  of  the  city,  as  in 
every  refpedt  they  are  prejudicial  ; for  the  vaft  quantity  of  fmoke  they  produce,  and  the 
filth  attending  them,  are  as  injurious  to  the  health,  as  the  fatal  accidents  of  fire  are  de- 
ftrudtive  of  the  fafetv  of  the  inhabitants.”' 

Gazetteer,  January  ig,  1769. 

“ THE  fame  motives  that  induced  me  firft  to  take  notice  of  the  recent  calamities  oc- 
cafioned  by  the  fugar-houfes  lately  burnt  down,  incite  me  to  revive  the  fubjedt. 

“ In  fcenes  of  hurry,  and  perpetual  calls  to  new  objects  of  pleafure,  profit,  party,  and 
perhaps  diftrefs,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  if  remarks,  even  that  all  approve,  are  read 
and  forgot. 

“ Mention  was  made  in  the  paper  referred  to,  of  the  dangers  to  which  the  fick  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  fires  were  peculiarly  expofed.  I have  met  with  feveral  inftances 
of  this  nature,  fince 'thofe  accidents.  One  of  them  was  a woman  with  child,  and  then 
within  two  months  of  her  time  : the  fire  being  in  the  fame  ftreet,  her  furprize  was  ex 
ceflive ; and  {he  was  feized  with  a diforder  that  feems  to  threaten  the  life  of  the  mother 
and  the  child,  and  to  deprive  a young  family  of  their  comfort  and  fupport. 

No  doubt  but  fuch  accidents  occur  in  the  vicinity  of  all  fires.  Let  us,  however, 
fecure  ourfelves  from  the  hazard  as  much  as  we  can. 

“ Within  the  circuit  of  a mile  and  an  half,  in  the  moil  populous  part  of  the  city  of 
London,  there  are  not  lefs  than  eighteen  fugar-houfes.  Five  or  fix  of  thefe  have  been 
burnt  down  within  the  laft  twenty  years,  and  fome  of  them  twice,  as  I am  credibly  in- 
formed. 

<{  Can  the  magiftrates,  can  the  reprefentatives  of  this  great  city,  vindicate  their 
fupinenefs,  in  expofing  fuch  a number  of  their  fellow  citizens  to  all  the  calamities  arifing 
from  thefe  houfes,  devoted,  as  it  were,  to  the  flames,  and  to  fpread  terror,  death,  and 
ruin,  through  the  neighbourhoods  in  which  they  are  eredted  ? 

“ It  is  fufficient  for  a private  man  to  have  pointed  out  the  evil.  It  now  becomes  the 
duty  of  the  public,  and  of  thofe  particularly  whom  the  public  choice  has  raifed  to  dignity 
an-d  honour,  to  take  care  that  the  commonwealth  fuffers  no  lofs. 

“ To  thefe  I call ; I call  likewife  to  the  inhabitants  in  the  neighbourhood  of  thefe 
buildings,  to  roufe  their  reprefentatives  in  common  council,  in  the  great  council  of  the 
nation  likewife,  to  fecure  them  from  impending  danger.” 

thefe 
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thefe  wholefale  receptacles  of  the  dead  become  fo  offenfive,  as  frequently 
to  oblige  the  minifters,  and  others  upon  funeral  duty,  to  hand  at  a con* 
tfiderable  dihance,  to  avoid  the  ftench  arifing  from  them.  The  infalu- 
brity  of  fuch  a pradtice  is  confirmed  by  the  teftimonies  of  many  writers*. 
It  was  what  Dr.  Fothergill  uniformly  difcouraged  j and,  to  fupply 
the  defedt  of  burying-places  within  the  city,  he  propofed  the  fite  of 
Moorfields,  as  lying  on  the  north  fide  of  the  town  ; fouthern  winds  being 
^more  fuitry,  and  likely  to  convey  to  the  inhabitants  any  noxious  exha- 
lations, the  diffufion  of  which,  it  is  well  known,  northern  winds  tend 
rather  to  check  than  promote.  That  this,  however,  might  be  executed 
with  decent  elegance,  he  formed  the  idea  of  conftrudting  Cemeteries  in 
this  large  fpace  of  ground,  formed  into  diflindl  regular  rows,  fuitable 
for  every  degree  of  citizens,  and  appropriated  to  families,  in  the  fame 
manner  as  vaults  in  general  are. 

In  a large  and  crouded  city,  where  the  free  circulation  of  the  air  mud: 
necefiarily  be  greatly  obftrudted,  every  means  conducive  to  the  prefer- 
vation  of  health  fhould  be  ftudioufly  promoted ; and,  next  to  bodily 
^xercife,  and  the  enjoyment  of  the  open  air,  nothing  perhaps  contributes 
more  to  it  than  clean linefs  by  bathing,  which  the  inhabitants  of  warm 
climates,  both  in  ancient  and  modern  times,  confidered  likewife  as  the 
highed:  gratification,  as  the  multitude  of  their  Baths,  and  the  ftupendous 
ftrudtures  raifed  for  private  and  public  accommodation,  fully  teftify. 

The  wealthier  citizens  of  the  prefent  time  are,  indeed,  in  the  habit  of 
enjoying  this  falutary  luxury  ; though,  from  the  revolution  in  drefs,  and 
the  frequent  change  of  cloathing,  unknown  to  .the  ancients,  they  have 
neither  the  neceffity  of  former  times,  nor  the  occafions  which  the  poor 

* I have  inown  inflances  of  the  hofpital-fever,  fays  Sir  John  Pringle,  beginning  in  a 
ward,  when  there  was  no  other  caufe  but  one  of  the  men  having  a mortified  limb.  Dif- 
.eafes  of  the  Army. 

Pie  adds,  amongft  the  caufes  of  malignant  fevers,  burials  within  the  towns,  and  the 
bodies  not  laid  deep.  Ibid. 

PorefLus  fays,  he  was  an  eye-witnefs  to  a plague  which  arofe  from  the  fame  caufe. 

Diodorus  Siculus  obferves,  that  the  putrid  fleams  ariiing  from  the  bodies  of  thofe  who 
•lay  unburied,  was  one  of  the  caufes  of  that  dreadful  diftemper  that  broke  out  among  the 
Carthaginians  at  the  fiege  of  Syracufe.  And  numerous  other  authors  attefl  the  fame 
|a6ts. 

At 
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at  prefent  labour  under,  of  wafhing  themfelves  frt>m  the  impurities  in- 
cident on  manual  employments,  and  the  want  of  change  of  cloathing. 

In  converfation.  Dr.  Fothergill  has  repeatedly  mentioned  to  me 
the  importance  of  public  Baths,  for  the  convenience  of  the  lower  claffes 
of  the  people ; and  the  annexed  letter  evinces,  that  he  took  fome  active 
Heps  towards  the  accomplilhment  of  this  eafy,  fafe,  and  falutary  grati- 
fication 


* “ To  the  Directors  of  the  New  River  Company. 


In 


“ Gentlemen,  “ Harpur  Street,  Nov.  16,  1780. 

“ I take  the  liberty  to  mention  a circumftance,  which  I think  is  of  fome  importance 
to  the  falubrity  of  your  water,  and  therefore  not  unworthy  of  your  confideration. 

tc  Returning  lately  from  the  North,  and  palling  through  Ware,  I was  ftruck  with 
obferving  the  quantity  of  leaves  falling  into  the  New  River  from  the  trees  growing  along 
its  banks  ; at  the  fame  time  reflecting,  that  in  the  whole  of  its  courfe  to  Iflington,  the 
quantity  mull;  be  fuch  as  could  not  fail,  by  rotting  in  the  current,  to  render  the  water  lefs 
pleafant  and  lefs  wholefome.^  Whether  this  circumftance  has  occurred  to  you,  I know 
not ; but  I am  very  certain  it  mull  have  a confiderable  effect  on  the  water ; and  it  appears, 
from  late  experiments,  that  the  fun  has  much  influence  in  meliorating  the  water.  For 
both  thefe  reafons  I imagine  you  will  think  it  expedient  to  give  particular  inftructions 
to  thofe  who  have  the  immediate  care  of  the  river  committed  to  them,  to  take  care  to 
have  as  many  of  the  trees  removed  from  the  verge  of  the  river,  as  poflxbly  can  be  done, 
without  creating  too  much  oppofition  ; to  prevent,  every  where,  any  new  ones  from  being 
planted  fo  near  the  river,  as  to  injure  it  either  by  their  fliade  or  the  falling  leaves.  It  is 
of  no  fmall  importance,  and  1 doubt  not  but  the  matter  will  be  properly  attended  to. 

Another  circumftance  I have  long  wilhed  to  communicate  to  you,  which  I think  is 
an  affair  deferving  your  confideration  : I need  not  mention  the  trouble  you  have  annually 
on  account  of  people  bathing  in  the  New  River,  and  the  difguft  it  gives  to  thofe  who  are 
witnefles  of  the  faffs,  as  well  as  to  thofe  who  drink  the  water  and  hear  of  it.  The  only 
means  I can  fuggeft  to  prevent  this  double  mifchief,  is  to  make  it  the  intereft  of  thofe  who 
do  it,  to  do  otherwife.  It  feem's  to  me,  that  you  would  render  an  effential  fervice  to  the 
community  at  large,  and  to  the  proprietors,  if  you  would  either  build  a few  bathing- 
houfes  in  convenient  places,  or  encourage  others  to  build  them,  where  people  might  be 
permitted  to  bathe  at  low  prices;  fix-pence,  three-pence,  a penny  each,  &c.  Begin  with 
a few,  extend  them  as  occafion  requires ; fome  for  men,  fome  for  women  ; fome  for  boys, 
others  for  girls  ; and  a peace  officer  or  two  to  be  on  the  fpot,  to  fee  that  no  irregularities 
are  committed.  On  vacant  fpots  in  the  Spaw  Fields,  and  other  parts  in  the  vicinage  of 
populous  places,  they  might  be  built  conveniently,  and  let  to  advantage,  limiting  the 
tenants  to  low  rates,  for  the  accommodation  of  fervants,  and  others,  who  cannot  afford  a 
fhilling  a time;  and  many  for  this  reafon  go  into  ponds  and  rivers  beyond  their  depth,  to 
She  lofs  of  feveral  lives. 
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In  large  communities  vice  has  ever  abounded,  though  the  wifeft 
legiflators  have  ufed  endeavours  to  prevent  and  reftrain  it,  by  the  encou- 
ragement of  induflry,  and  by  the  infliction  of  punifhments  on  the  com- 
million  of  crimes.  Liberty,  the  birthright  of  man,  the  poffeffion  of 
which  he  cannot  be  too  folicitous  to  maintain,  has,  in  moil  hates,  been 
denied  to  criminal  members  of  fociety;  and,  in  Tome  inftances  alfo,  where 
the  breach  of  focial  regulations  has  been  the  effect  of  unavoidable  mis- 
fortune, rather  than  of  aCtual  vice  : it  has,  however,  always  been  the  with 
of  humanity,  that  punifhments  could  be  fo  applied,  as  to  be  ftriCtly  ade- 
quate to  the  degrees  of  offence.  Certain  it  is,  that  the  indifcriminate 
confinement  of  many  perfons  together,  is  productive  of  two  unhappy  in- 
conveniences ; the  firft,  as  it  affedts  the  body,  by  generating  infectious 
difeafes ; and  the  other,  as  it  contaminates  the  mind,  by  hardening  the 
vicious,  and,  by  their  example,  depraving  thofe  not  already  abandoned. 
All  Europe  is  acquainted  with  the  benevolent,  the  godlike  exertions  of 
Howard,  whofe  memory  will  ever  be  dear  to  the  miferable  tenant  of  a 
prifon,  and  to  whofe  labours  that  elegant  ftatefman,  Burke,  has  borne 
the  molt  honourable  teflimony  *. 

This 

(i  As  I am  perfuaded  that  by  this  means  you  might  prevent,  or  be  enabled  to  punifh 
with  due  feverity,  tranfgreflors,  and  do  a public  benefit,  I have  no  doubt  but  you  will 
excufe  me  for  fuggefting  thefe  confiderations ; in  the  execution  of  which  I fhal.1  readily 
communicate  every  thing  that  has  occurred  to  me  refpedfing  it. 

“ I am,  with  much  refpedt, 

“ Your  Friend, 

“ J.  Fothergill.”’ 

[Communicated  to  my  valuable  friend,  John  Scott,  Efq;  of  Amwell,  well  known  in 
the  literary  world  ; by  the  late  Amie  Garnault,  E iq;  of  Bull’s  Crofs,  Middlefex,  who  was 
an  active  member  of  the  New  River  Company,  j 

* I cannot  name  this  gentleman  (Mr.  Howard)  without  remarking,  that  his  labours  and 
writings  have  done  much  to  open  the  eyes  and  hearts  of  mankind.  He  has  vifited  all  Eu- 
rope,— not  to  furvey  the  fumptuoufnefs  of  palaces,  or  the  ftatelinefs  of  temples;  not  to 
make  accurate  meafurements  of  the  remains  of  ancient  grandeur,  nor  to  form  a fcale  of 
the  curiofity  of  modern  art;  not  to  colledt  medals,  or  to  collate  manufcripts  : — but  to  dive 
into  the  depths  of  dungeons  ; to  plunge  into  the  infection  of  hofpitais;  to  furvey  the  man- 
fions  of  forrow  and  pain  ; to  take  the  gage  and  dimenfions  of  mifery,  deprefiion,  and  con- 
tempt ; to  remember  the  forgotten,  to  attend  the  negledled,  to  vifit  the  forfaken,  and  to 
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This  Howard  was  the  intimate  friend  of  Dr.  Fothergill  ; they 
were  the  friends  of  humanity;  and  both  were  employed  in  leffening 
the  miferies  of  human  life,  though  in  different  fpheres ; but  in  attempt- 
ing to  prevent  thofe  injuries  and  difeafes  which  human  contagion  pro- 
duces, they  united  their  labours.  The  legiflature,  juftly  alarmed  at 
repeated  inftances  of  infection,  which  prifoners  diffeminated  in  -courts 
when  brought  before  their  judges,  was  clifpofed  to  receive  the  bed;  advice 
for  obviating  fuch  baneful  effects.  Dr.  Fothergill  and  his  friend 
were  defired  to  attend  the  Houfe  of  Commons ; before  which  they  gave 
fuch  information,  as  induced  the  legiflature  to  pafs  a Bill,  intitled, 
i(  An  Act  for  preferving  the  Health  of  Prifoners  in  Gaol,  and  prevent- 
“ ing  the  Gaol  Diftemper,”  anno  1774:  .and.  afterwards  to  recommend 
the  building  of  detached  or  Penitentiary  houfes  as  a mode  of  punifh- 
ment  calculated  to  relfrain  indolence  and  vice.  Thefe  two  diflinguifhed 
perfons,  with  George  Whatley,  Efq;  were  appointed,  by  the  king,  Com- 

compare  and  collate  the  diftrefies  of  all  men  in  all  countries.  His  plan  is  original  ; 
and  it  is  as  full  of  genius,  as  it  is  of  humanity.  It  was  a voyage  of  difcovery  ; a circum- 
navigation of  charity.  Already  the  benefit  of  his  labour  is  felt,  more  or  lefs,  in  every 
country  : I hope  he  will  anticipate  his  final  reward,  by  feeing  all  its  effects  fully  realized 
in  his  own.  He  will  receive,  not  by  retail,  but  in  grofs,  the  reward  of  thofe  who  vifit 
the  prifoner ; and  he  has  fo  foreftalled  and  monopolized  this  branch  of  charity,  that  there 
will  be,  I trull,  little  room  to  merit  by  fuch  a£ls  of  benevolence  hereafter. 

Burke’s  Speech  at  the  Guildhall  in  Brillol,  1780. 

* J.  Clitherow,  Efq;  the  brother-in-law  of  the  late  Judge  Blackftone,  in  the  preface 
to  his  Reports,  containing  memoirs  of  his  life,  attributes,  in  a great  meafure,  the  origin 
of  thefe  houfes  to  his  amiable  brother.  “ In  thefe  houfes,”  fays  he,  “ the  convidts  are 
to  be  feparately  confined  during  the  intervals  of  their  labour, — debarred  from  all  incentives 
to  debauchery, — inftrudted  in  religion  and  morality, — and  forced  to  work  for  the  benefit  of 
the  public.  Imagination  cannot  figure  to  itfelf  a fpecies  of  punifhment,  in  which  terror, 
benevolence,  and  reformation,  are  more  happily  blended  together.  What  can  be  more 
dreadful  to  the  riotous,  the  libertine,  the  voluptuous,  the  idle  delinquent,  than  folitude, 
confinement,  fobriety,  and  conftant  labour?  Yet  what  can  be  more  truly  beneficial? 
Solitude  will  awaken  reflection ; confinement  will  banifh  temptation ; fobriety  will  reftore 
vigour ; and  labour  will  beget  a habit  of  honelt  induftry  : while  the  aid  of  a religious 
inftrudtor  may  implant  new  principles  in  his  heart;  and,  when  the  date  of  his  punilh- 
paent  is  expired,  will  conduce  to  both  his  temporal  and  eternal  welfare.  Such  a profpedl 
.as  this  is  furely  well  worth  the  trouble  of  an  experiment,” 
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mifiioners  for  directing  fuitable  buildings  to  carry  into  execution  this 
new  fyftem  of  correction. 

The  firft  of  thefe,  our  Prefident,  did  not  live  to  fee  this  ufeful  defign 
completed,  though  he  had  laboured  affiduoufiy  in  digefting  it,  and  had 
previoufly  inferted  fome  ufeful  remarks  on  the  punifhment  of  convidts, 
in  the  public  prints,  which  I think  too  important  to  be  omitted  in  his 
Works. 

To  obviate,  however,  and  reprefs  the  firft  eruptions  of  vicious  pro- 
penfity,  is  an  objedt  of  the  greateft  importance  to  the  welfare  and 
happinefs  of  the  community.  In  fome  inftances,  more  might  be  ef- 
fected by  lenient  means  than  by  fevere  punifhments  : one  begets  grati- 
tude, and  a defire  to  retrieve  reputation  ; the  other  hardens  the  mind, 
excites  the  paftlons  of  revenge  and  cruelty,  and  confirms  a more  aban- 
doned profligacy  of  condudt.  There  are  even  vices,  which  feem  to 
vibrate  from  a falfe  fhame,  or  miftaken  integrity:  the  impoverifhed 
hulband,  upon  whom  the  fuftenance  of  a family  depends,  may  privately 
fteal,  or  boldly  rob,  from  the  cogency  of  domeftic  fenfibility,  without 
any  vicious  defign  to  injure  another:  and  fuch  individuals  are  not  irre- 
claimable; for  fuch,  to  my  knowledge,  have  been  reclaimed. 

In  vitium  duck  culpce  fuga— — * 

Hor.  Ars  Poet.  1.  xxxi. 

But  the  moft  effedtual  barrier  againft  corruption  of  manners,  and  the 
influence  of  vicious  example,  is  an  early  and  guarded  education.  As 
the  fun  is  to  the  external,  fo  is  learning  to  the  intellectual  eye ; it 
enables  the  mind  to  diftinguifh  truth  from  error,  endows  it  with  fta- 
bility  and  ftrength  to  combat  vicious  propenfities,  and  renders  it  fuf- 
ceptible  of  enjoying  the  felicities  of  life,  without  adopting  its  follies,  or 
entailing  its  miferies.  For  the  promotion  of  this  ufeful  education.  Dr. 
Fothergill  was  a liberal  advocate.  How  much  he  contributed  towards 
the  feminaries  of  learning  inftituted  at  Williamiburg,  New  York,  and 
Philadelphia,  I am  not  particularly  aftured  ; but  if  the  extent  of  his 


whilft  one  fault  they  £hun. 

Into  its  oppofite  extreme  they  run. 


liberality 


M 


JOHN  FOTHERGILL,  M.  D. 

liberality  may  be  edimated  by  the  degree  of  gratitude  and  refpeCt  with 
which  his  memory  is  revered  throughout  America,  it  mu  ft  have  been 
ample. 

In  the  wide  ftream  of  public  good,  he  did  not  overlook  the  fituation 
of  his  own  religious  perfuafion ; where  his  influences  were  mod  power- 
ful, and  where  congenial  minds  were  more  united  in  promoting  his 
laudable  views.  Ke  had  long  endeavoured  to  inditute  an  extenflve 
eftablifhment  for  the  education  of  the  children  of  the  Society  not  in 
affluence;  but  nothing  was  effectually  done,  until,  as  Dr.  Hird  ob- 
ferves*,  £<  by  one  of  thofe  fortunate  events,  on  which  hangs  the  fate 
“ of  many  great  undertakings,  the  whole  of  his  defign  became  eafy 
<c  and  practicable.  On  his  return  from  Chefhire,  through  Yorkfhire, 
<£  in  the  year  1778,  he  did  me  the  favour  of  being  my  gueft  a few 
“ days,  during  which  time  he  was  vifited  by  many  of  his  friends  in 
“ thofe  parts.  In  one  of  thefe  interviews,  the  converfation  turned  on 
“ an  inftitution  at  Gilderfome,  a fmall  eftablifhment  for  the  education 
“ of  poor  children  amongft  the  Society  : the  DoCtor  was  inquiring  into 
<(  its  date  and  management,  and  how  far  it  might  ferve  as  a model  for 
“ a larger  undertaking  : a jud  defcription  being  given  of  it,  with  the 
“ following  remark,  that  not  only  this,  but  all  others,  however  laud- 
able  the  motives  from  which  they  took  their  rife,  mud  fail  of  fuccefs* 
“ without  a condant  fuperintending  care  and.  unremitting  attention  to 
“ the  fird  great  objeCt  of  the  inditution.  This  idea  was  exemplified 
<c  by  the  then  prefent  date  of  the  Foundling  Hofpital- at  Ack worth ; 
{t  which,  although  originating  from  the  mod  humane  principle,  and 
“ ereCted  at  a vad  expence,  was,  from  repeated  inattentions  to  the  find 
*■*  defign,  in  danger  of  dilapidation,  and  ready  for  public  fale.  This 
“ relation  druck  the  DoCtor  forcibly  : * Why  may  not  this,’  faid  he, 

*e  ferve  the  very  purpofe  I am  in  purfuit  of  ?’  To  be  fhort,  the  building, 

“ and  an  edate  of  80  acres  of  land,  were  purchafed,  improved,  and 
“ furnifhed  by  fubfcription.  The  DoCtor  fet  a generous  example  by 
ft  his  own  contribution,  and  an  endowment  by  his  will  in  perpe- 

<s  tuity.” 

■% 

* Affectionate  Tribute,  page  21,  22,. 
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I have  inferted  this  quotation,  as  it  explains  the  incident  which 
brought  Dr.  Fothergill  acquainted  with  this  eligible  fituation,  re- 
fpeCting  which  he  afterwards  expreffed  his  warmed:  approbation,  in  a 
Letter  to  a Friend,  which  I have  preferved  in  his  Works.  “ Though 
I had  not  feen  the  building,”  he  obferves,  “ I had  feen  and  confidered 
a plan  of  the  houfe,  and  learned  from  that,  and  from  the  report  of 
many  who  had  been  on  the  fpot,  that  the  building,  the  fituation,  the 
healthfulnefs  of  the  country,  the  plenty  of  provifions,  and  the  vicinity 
of  many  valuable  friends,  were  fuch,  that  if  it  could  be  purchafed,  and 
properly  endowed,  it  might,  in  many  refpeCts,  anfwer  the  intention  of 
friends,  and  lay  the  ground-work  of  an  ufeful  and  permanent  eftablilh- 
ment.  The  children  of  friends  not  in  affluent  circumftances,  are  the 
objeCts  of  Ackworth  School ; the  children  of  fuch  perfons,  as  mud: 
either  provide  for  their  offspring  a very  cheap  education,  or  none  at  all. 
And  there  is  great  reafon  to  believe,  that  the  inability  of  many  friends 
to  make  fuch  proviiion,  or  to  find  any  means  of  obtaining  a fafe  edu- 
cation, has  been  the  occafion  of  keeping  their  children  at  home,  where 
it  was  impracticable  to  keep  them  at  all  times  from  corrupt  company.” 
The  human  mind,  it  has  been  obferved,  mud:  have  fome  objeCt  in  view  ; 
.and  if  virtue  and  propriety  do  not  engage  it,  vice  and  folly  will  : what- 
ever, therefore,  bufies  the  mind,  without  corrupting  it,  has  at  lead:  this 
ufe,  that  it  refcues  the  day  from  idlenefs ; and  he  that  is  never  idle,  will 
not  often  be  vicious  : and  when  habits  of  induftry  are  confirmed  by 
ufefql  meditation,  virtuous  fentiments  will  be  more  eafily  inculcated ; 
for,  if  Virtue  could  be  feen,  £he  muff  be  loved  ; and  if  Truth  could  be 
heard,  die  mud:  be  obeyed. 

Oderunt  pec  care  boni  virtutis  amore  *. 

Hor.  Epift.  16.  l.i.  v.  52. 

The  fuccefs  of  this  School  rewarded  Dr.  Fothergill’s  well- 
grounded  expectations.  That  ingenious  writer,  whofe  authority  I have 
repeatedly  appealed  to,  is  particularly  acquainted  with  the  prefent  date 
of  this  extenfive  eftablifhment,  as  he  refides  in  its  vicinity,  and  has 

* The  good,  for  virtue’s  fake,  difdain  to  fin. 
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thought  it  fo  far  an  objedt  of  his  attention,  as  perfonally  to  viiit  it ; 
and  his  defcription,  communicated  in  1781,  affords  a pleadng  profpedt 
of  its  utility  and  probable  permanency  ; and  I may  add,  that  its  im- 
proved date,  at  the  prefent  time,  affords  further  confirmation  of  its 
fuccefs.  “ There  are,”  he  obferves*,  “ above  three  hundred  children, 
of  both  fexes,  under  the  roof,  furnifhed  with  all  the  neceffary  con- 
<e  veniences  and  comforts  of  life,  properly  cloathed,  and  educated  in 
“ every  branch  of  knowledge  fuitable  for  the  dation  in  which  it  is 
“ prefumed  they  may  be  placed.  And,  to  the  fatisfadtion  of  every 
“ benevolent  heart,  it  may  be  truly  faid,  that  the  inditution  is  at 
“ prefent  in  a mod  flourifhing  date,  fully  anfwering  the  defign  of 
“ its  founders ; being  condudted  under  the  care  of  a number  of  chofen 
“ guardians,  of  ability,  and  of  exemplary  conduct,  with  an  exadtnefs 
“ of  order,  decency,  and  propriety,  extremely  driking,  and  perfectly 
“ pleafing  to  all  who  have  vifited  it,  though  not  of  the  fame  Society. 
“ — rThe  children  are  taught  habits  of  regularity,  of  decency,  and  re- 
“ fpedtful  fubordination  to  their  fuperiors ; of  forbearance,  affedtion, 
c<  and  kindnefs  towards  each  other;  and  of  religious  reverence  towards 
“ their  Maker  ; and,  I may  farther  add,  thofe  habits  of  dlence  and 
**  recolledtion,  taught  and  pradtifed  in  the  ancient  fchools  of  philo- 
“ fophy,  inculcated  in  the  Scriptures,  and  mod:  emphatically  called, 
“ the  true  door  of  entrance  into  the  fchool  of  wijdom” 

If  Dr.  Fothergill’s  life  had  not  been  diflinguifhed  by  a feries  of 
illuftrious  adlions,  this  noble  inftitution  at  Ackworth  was  alone  fuf- 
ficient  to  endear  his  name  to  pofterity,  by  conferring  upon  fubfequent 
generations  the  means  of  an  ufeful  education,  which  places  out  the 
virtues  of  youth  to  the  bed  ufury,  where  the  intered  is,  of  all  others, 
the  mod  produdlive  and  permanent ; for  education,  when  it  works  on 
an  amiable  difpofition,  draws  out  to  view  every  latent  virtue  and  per- 
fection, which  might  otherwife  lie  dormant,  or  remain  obfcured ; for 

* Dr.  Hird^  Afre&ionate  Tribute,  page  22,  23. — I am  forry  to  add  here,  that  this 
excellent  phyGcian  and  agreeable  companion  did  not  long  furvive  this  Tribute  to  his 
honoured  friend  and  relation.  At  the  time  of  his  deceafe,  he  was  phyfician  to  the  Leeds 
Infirmary;  in  which  office  he  has  been  fucceeded  by  my  friend  and  univerfity  colleague, 
Dr.  Walker,  a phyfician  of  diftinguiflied  abilities  and  humanity. 
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not  to  have  reafon,  and  to  have  it  ufelefs  and  unemployed,  is  nearly 
the  fame.  This  public  addon  was  confident  with  the  tenor  of  his  life, 
and  conftituted  one  uniform  fyftem  of  philanthropy,  where  the  heart 
melted  with  benevolence,  and  where  the  hand  fhowered  liberality*. 

Gratum  eft , quod  patrice  civem , populoque  dedifiy 
Sic  facis  ut  patrice  fit  idoneus,  utilis  agris, 

Ut ilis — - — pads  rebus  agendis. 

Plurimum  enim  intererit , quibus  artibus,  et  quibus  hanc  tu 
Moribus  irflituas Juv.  Sat.  xiv.  1.  70. 

In  the  days  of  fuperftition  and  ignorance,  when  perfons  of  extenfive 
literature  were  deemed  extraordinary  phenomena,  whoever  excelled  in 
letters  was  diftinguifhed  from  the  common  clafs  of  mankind,  and 
viewed  with  that  veneration  which  fuperior  knowledge  and  endowment 
infpire  ; but  as  literature  was  diftufed,  men  of  letters  having  many 
equals,  the  peculiar  diftindion  or  pre-eminence  of  primaeval  times  was 
lefs  difcernible.  In  the  profelfors  of  phyfic,  at  prefent,  not  only  the 
learning  of  the  fchools,  but  fcience  in  general,  is  a part  of  medical 
accomplifhment.  In  an  extent  of  fcience,  equally  diffufe  and  unlimited, 
it  would  be  impradi, cable,  as  well  as  indelicate,  to  draw  a comparifon 
of  living  charaders  j nor  could  a certain  criterion  be  deduced  from  fup- 
pofitious  reputation,  which  muft  always  be  partial  : to  eftimate  it  by 
pecuniary  emolument  would  be  inadequate,  becaufe  the  produd  of 
the  profelfors  of  phyfic  cannot  be  accurately  known  and  if  it  could, 
the  degree  of  pradice  could  not  thence  be  afeertained,  as  the  liberality 
of  individuals  not  only  varies,  but  the  moderation  likewife  of  the  fa- 
culty in  accepting  gratuities.  That  Dr.  Fothergill  acquired  much 
in  the  line  of  his  profefiion,  we  know  by  the  amplitude  of  his  generofity ^ 
but  the  exad  extent  he  never  difclofed.  Calculations  fometimes  have 
been  formed  from  the  time  that  has  been  devoted  to  bufinefs : with  in- 

* It  muft  afford  fatisfaefion  to  every  friend  of  humanity  to  know,  that  in  the  eftablifh- 
ment  of  Ackworth  School,  many  congenial  difpolitions  aided  Dr.  Fothergill  whilft  he 
was  living,  and  perfevere  to  promote  it  fince  his  death.  In  David  Barclay  particularly, 
whofe  name  I have  already  mentioned,  equal  ardour  is  exerted,  as  there  was  before  equal 
philanthropy  and  beneficence. 
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dividuals,  whofe  moments  are  condantly  employed,  he  will  accomplifh 
the  mod  who  is  the  bed  oeconomid  of  time  ; and  no  time  can  certainly 
be  better  employed,  than  that  which  is  devoted  to  Tick  and  helplefs 
friends.  But  were  medical  character  to  be  decided  by  the  eeconomy  of 
time,  no  man  had  a more  decided  claim  to  pre-eminence  than  Dr.  Fo- 
thergill : he  made  every  moment  important,  by  a wonderful  regu- 
larity in  his  manners  and  in  all  his  concerns,  and  his  domedics  had 
acquired  a fimilar  punctuality;  and  thus,  by  general  order  and  fydem, 
not  a moment  feemed  with  him  to  be  lod  in  relays,  nor  in  his  move- 
ments from  one  objeCt  to  another.  If  fome  people  live  out  half  their 
days  without  numbering  one,  he  edimated  time  too  highly  to  fay  with 
the  Roman  Titus,  Diem  perdidi.  If  the  length  of  time  is  to  be  mea- 
fured  by  the  quick  fuccedion  of  ideas,  no  man  lived  longer  every  day, 
or  I may  indifputably  add,  lived  more  ufefully. 

Ampliat  cetatis  Jpatium  Jibi  vir  bonus , hoc  eft 
Vivere  bis,  vita  pojfe  prior e frui . Mart. 

Sometimes  indeed  it  happens,  that  phyficians  have  acquired  much  city 
practice,  without  any  extent  of  reputation  out  of  the  vicinity  of  their 
refidence  ; but  with  refpeCt  to  Dr.  Fothergill,  it  may  be  fafely  af- 
ferted,  that  if  he  had  not  attained  the  fird  rank  in  town,  he  certainly 
had  the  mod  general  reputation  through  the  kingdom  and  colonies,  of 
any  contemporary  phyfician.  Whenever  he  went  down  to  Lea-hall, 
or  to  any  didance  out  of  town,  he  was  as  condantly  intercepted  by  a 
concourl'e  of  Valetudinarians,  who  had  found  means  to  get  information 
of  his  route.  In  the  year  1769,  my  excellent  guardian,  his  brother 
Samuel,  was  indifpofed  during  his  vifit  in  London;  and  as  he  was  de- 
firous  of  returning  homewards,  I was  requeded  to  accompany  him  to 
Lea-hall,  and  the  DoCtor  propofed  to  follow  us  down  foon  after.  I was 
then  a dudent  of  medicine  ; but  I could  not  avoid  remarking  the  nu- 
merous applications  made  to  us  to  ascertain  the  time  of  his  palling 
through  different  dages.  I think  he  once  informed  me,  that  he  had 
upwards  of  fifty  applications  at  one  place  in  his  journey  : I have  been 
his  Amanuenfis  repeatedly  for  at  lead  twenty  patients  at  one  fitting. 
At  home,  indeed,  the  prefent  generation  will  not  require  to  be  told 
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that  he  had  the  confidence  of  the  public  as  a phyfician  ; of  his  patients, 
likewife,  as  a near  and  confidential  friend;  and  of  the  literary,  as  a 
refpe&ful  affociate.  He  was  chofen,  in  1754,  a Fellow  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Phyficians  at  Edinburgh,  as  he  had  early  been  of  the 
Medical  Society*  inftituted  there,  and  iince  incorporated  by  royal  au- 
thority ; and  in  1763,  he  was  eledted  a Fellow  of  the  Royal  Society 
of  London;  and  was  one  of  the  earliefl  members  of  the  American 
Philofophical  Society,  infiituted  at  Philadelphia. 

Thus  confpicuous  as  a phyfician  in  the  firft  city  in  Europe,  his 
character  could  not  but  be  known  on  the  continent,  where  fcience  is 
cultivated  with  the  fame  commendable  ardour : Linnaeus,  the  late 
botanical  luminary  of  Upfal,  had  diftinguifhed  a fpecies  of  Polyandria 

Dyginia 

* Near  fifty  years  ago,  feveral  ftudents  of  medicine  formed  this  Society,  for  their 
mutual  inftruftion  and  advancement  in  their  ftudies.  “ Every  Undent  of  a certain 
{landing,  who  diflinguifhed  himfelf  by  his  diligence,  capacity,  and  conduct,  was  initiated 
into  this  little  afTembly.  Here  the  opinions  of  the  ancients,  of  their  contemporaries, 
nay  the  dodlrines  of  their  mailers,  were  frequently  difcuiTed  ; and  two  of  the  members 
were  always  charged  with  the  talk  of  providing  inftrudtion  and  entertainment  for  the 
next  meeting  of  the  Society.  Queftions,  no  doubt,  were  here  difputed  and  decided,  which 
long  experience  would  have  declined.  But  it  exercifed  their  faculties,  gave  them  both 
ftdes  of  arguments,  taught  them  to  doubt,  and  habituated  them  to  obfervation.”  Dr. 
Fothergill’s  Life  of  Dr.  RuiTell,  page  432  in  this  edition  of  his  Works. 

When  one  confiders  the  utility,  as  well  as  high  reputation  of  a Society,  begun  and 
conduced  by  ftudents,  curiofity  is  naturally  excited  to  date  the  commencement  of  this  An- 
gular and  ufeful  inftitution  ; which  I am  enabled  to  do,  by  the  information  of  one  of  its 
firft  and  moft  refpedlable  members.  In  the  latter  end  of  Auguft  1734,  the  under-written 
Gentlemen  then  fellow  ftudents  in  the  Schools  of  Medicine  at  Edinburgh,  who  had 

-}■  Dr.  Cleghorn.  Dr.  Cuming.  Dr.  Rujfcll . 

Dr.  Hamilton,  fon  to  the  then  Profeffor  of  Divinity  at  Edinburgh;  who  having  finiihed  his  ftudies, 
took  his  Degree  there,  publilhing  on  that  occafion  a Thefis,  De  Mor'ois  OJJiutn. — He  afterwards  fettled  at 
Annapolis,  in  North  Carolina,  where  he  died  many  years  ago. 

Mr.  Archibald  T'ajlor,  brother  to  a phyfician  of  that  name  at  Edinburgh ; an  ingenious  young  man, 
who  died  a few  years  after  in  the  Eaft  Indies. 

Dr.  Ja?nes  Kennedy  ; who  after  having  taken  his  Degree  in  Phyfic,  was  invited  to  accompany  a young 
gentleman  of  fortune  in  the  Tour  of  Europe. — On  his  return  home,  after  having  fpent  three  years  in  this 
employment,  he  purchafed  a commiflion  in  the  army,  and  was  for  many  years  fenior  captain  of  dragoons. 
—Why  Dollar  Fothergill  was  not  afiociated  into  this  little  band,  cannot  now  be  lecolledled ; but  he 
was  known  to,  and  highly  efteemed  by,  every  one  of  the  members. 
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Digynia  by  the  name  of  Fothergilla  Gardeni.  In  1776  he  was  chofen 
an  honorary  member  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Medicine  at  Paris  ; for 
men  of  true  fcience,  of  every  nation,  in  the  tumult  of  empires,  are 
united  in  endeavouring  to  render  mankind  wifer  and  happier;  they  are 
always  of  one  party.-  and  the  French,  whofe  literary  exertions  refled: 
honour  on  the  nation  and  on  the  age,  inftituted,  in  1776,  a Royal  Me- 
dical Society ; and,  to  render  it  more  extenfively  beneficial,  they  have 
chofen  honorary  or  correfponding  members  from  the  ingenious  of  all 
nations.  Of  the  number  in  this  kingdom,  whofe  charaders  acquired 
the  fuffrages  of  this  Society,  was  our  late  Prefident  : their  addrefs  to  him 
upon  that  occafion  is  marked  with  a fpirit  of  true  philofophy,  which  is 
not  reftrided  within  the  limits  of  empires ; and  its  infertion  here  muff 
be  acceptable  to  every  liberal  mind. 

been  long  familiarly  acquainted,  and  entertained  a reciprocal  regard  for  each  other,  after 
having  employed  themfelves,  during  the  three  preceding  weeks,  in  the  difle&ion  of  a 
body  in  the  Anatomical  Theatre,  agreed  to  fpend  a focial  evening  together  at  a tavern. — 
After  fupper  it  was  propofed,  by  one  of  the  company,  that  %his  little  Society  fliould 
meet  once  a fortnight,  early  in  the  evening,  at  their  refpedtive  lodgings ; that  a diflerta- 
tion,  in  Englifli  or  Latin,  on  fome  medical  fubjedf,  at  the  choice  of  the  Society,  fhould 
be  compofed,  and  read  at  each  of  thefe  meetings,  to  which  fuch  objections  as  occurred  to 
the  reft  of  the  company  fliould  be  made,  which  the  author  was  to  obviate  in  the  beft 
manner  he  could.  This  propofal  was  cordially  affented  to  by  all  prefent ; and  Dr.  Cuming 
was  appointed  by  the  other  members  to  prepare  a difiertation  for  their  ftrft  meeting, 
on  the  figns,  caufes,  and  method  of  cure  of  the  Rabies  Canina  : this  he  accordingly  did, 
and  read  to  the  Society  on  the  20th  of  December  following.  Dr.  RuJJ'ell  followed  iu 
one,  De  Gonorrhoea  virulenta  : then  came  Dr.  Cleghorn , De  Epilepfia  ; Kennedy , De  Fluxu 
Menftufn,  Sic. — This  afl’ociation  continued  during  that  winter,  and  the  enfuing  fpring ; 
but,  in  the  fummer  of  1735,  the  members  of  this  little  Society  were  difperfed,  and  Cleghorn 
alone  remained  to  continue,  with  his  refpedled  Fothhrgill  and  fome  others,  this  aflo- 
ciation  during  the  fubfequent  winter.  This  was  the  humble  and  fortuitous  commence- 
ment of  a Society,  that  has  fince  become  highly  refpedtable  by  its  obvious  utility,  and  the 
names  of  many  learned  and  eminent  phyficians  which  it  records  in  the  lift  of  its  mem- 
bers, and  it  is  now  incorporated  by  Royal  Charter. 
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* <(  Doctor  illustrissime, 

“ QJJ  A S hodie  confociationis  litteras  offert  tibi  Regia  Societas 
Medica  Parilienfis,  ego  tanto  libentius  ad  te  mitto,  quod  dulciffimum 
et  utiliffimum  epiftolare  commercium  nobis  procul  dubio  concedes, 
quodque  mihi  jucundiffima  maxime  que  proficua  talis  erit  confraternitas. 
Xnftitutionis  edidtse  difpofitiones,  inauguralemque  fimul  Ox~ationem  be- 
nigne  cum  hac  epiltola  recipias  velim.  Plurimarum  jam  Academiarum 
codices  condecorat  immortale  nomen  tuum  ; fed  in  Academia  fere  me- 
dica confcribi  a confodalibus  fummae  exiftimationis  teftimonia  recipere, 
tua  fama  non  indignum  fore  credidimus ; ego  que  prasfertim,  vividiffime 
gaudeo,  quod  locus  ille  quern  in  nofhra  Societate  mihi  concedit  Rex 
Chriftianifiimus  Galliarum,  frequentiae  meae  totius  erga  te  obfervantiae 
fpecimina  redditurus  lit,  iftafque  multiplicabit  occaliones,  in  quibus  me 
dicam  femper, 

“ Dodtor  illuftriffime, 

“ Obfequentiffimum  tui  fervum 
Luteti^e  Parisiarum,  “ et  cultorem, 

die  menfis  Decembris  1776.  VlCQ^.  D’Az  YR.” 

P.  S.  Tan  tarn 

* “ Illustrious  Doctor, 

“ I the  more  willingly  fend  you  the  letters  of  admiffion  into  memberlhip,  which  the 
Royal  Medical  Society  of  Paris  this  day  offers  you,  becaufe  we  fhall  doubtlefs  gain  a, 
mod  agreeable  and  ufeful  literary  correfpondence  with  you,  and  becaufe  fuch  an  affociation 
and  brotherhood  will  be  extremely  pleafant,  and  particularly  ufeful  to  me.  The  edicts  of 
the  inftitution,  the  forms  of  it,  and  the  inaugural  oration,  I wifh  you  kindly  to  receive,, 
together  with  this  letter.  Your  immortal  name  is  already  an  honour  to  the  regifters 
of  many  academies ; but  to  be  enrolled  a member  of  an  academy  almoft  wholly  medical, 
by  the  Fellows  of  it,  and  to  receive  the  higheft  teftimonies  of  their  efteem,  we  thought 
would  not  be  unworthy  of  your  reputation  j and  I efpecially  feel  a very  fenfible  pleafure 
in  it,  becaufe  the  place  affigned  me  in  our  Society  by  the  Moft  Chriftian  King,  will 
enable  me  to  render  frequent  proofs  of  my  entire  efteem  for  you,  and  will  multiply 
thofe  opportunities  in  which  I fliall  always  fubfcribe  myfelf, 

“ Illuftrious  Doctor, 

Your  moft  devoted  fervant 
4<  and  admirer, 

V ICQ;  D’Azyr. 

Po  S.  The 
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**  P.  S.  Tantam  tibi  offert  vovefque  Regia  Societas  ut  quales  illi  cor- 
refpondentes,  numerandos  efle  in  tua  provincia  judicabitis,  tales  acceptura 
lit  et  libentiffime  pro  fuis  fit  habitura:  ft  ergo  inftitutionis  noftrae  frudtus 
et  commoda  augere  non  recufes  omnia  quascunque  Societatis  gratia  facies, 
jucundifiima  et  retftifftma  reputabimus.  Age  igitur,  co-operatores  inter 
amicos  dotftiftimos  que  collegas  quorum  merita  non  nofcimus,  elige 
nobis,  optima  quas  detexerunt,  quaeque  detexifti  ipfe  fedulo  communica 
medicaeque  correfpondentiae  per  te  crefcat  utilitas  et  amplitudo,  nos 
confocios,  eidem  philofophiae  ftudentes,  ejufdemque  veritatis  amantes  et 
aemulos  reddat  nova  confederatio.  Sefe  nofcunt  a longo  tempore  caeteri 
viri  Litterati  mediantibus  academiis,  medici  vero  nullo  fere  nexu  jun- 
guntur,  celeberrimorum  que  tantum  vix  nomina  callemus.  Fiamus 
autem  mutuis  epiftolis  ex  omnibus  Europae  finibus  correfponden- 
tes.  Dein  utinam,  amici  et  quidquid  eveniat  uniti  : medicina  que 
tandem  fit  una  ut  Hippocrates,  nec  amplius,  ut  eft  hodie  multiplex. 
Hsc  funt  quas  fperat  a te  academica  ilia  Societas,  quam  tuam  dicere 
poffumus  quippe  qui  Socius  ab  ea  jam  a plurimis  menfibus  denunciatus 
fuifti.” 

“ P.  S.  The  Royal  Society  places  fo  much  confidence  in  you,  that  the  perfons  you 
fhall  judge  proper  for  their  correfpondents,  within  the  fphere  of  your  acquaintance,  they 
will  receive,  and  very  readily  efteem  them  as  fuch  : if,  therefore,  you  do  not  refufe  to 
augment  the  fruit  and  advantages  of  our  inftitution,  we  fhall  efteern  whatever  you  do 
for  the  good  of  the  Society  as  highly  agreeable,  and  to  be  depended  upon.  Let  me  entreat 
you  then  to  chufe  out  for  us  affiftants  and  copartners  amongft  the  moft  learned  of  your 
friends  and  colleagues  whofe  merits  we  do  not  know,  and  diligently  to  communicate  their 
beft  difcoveries,  and  what,  you  yourfelf  have  difcovered,  that  fo  the  ufefulnefs  and  extent 
cf  medical  correfpondence  may  be  encreafed,  and  a true  confederacy  render  us  brethren, 
fludents  of  the  fame  philofophy,  and  zealous  lovers  of  the  fame  truths.  The  living 
Literati  in  other  arts  and  fciences  have  for  a long  time,,  by  means  of  academies,  been  ac- 
quainted with  each  other  ; phyficians  are  fcarcely  conne&ed  by  any  tie,  the  bare  names 
of  the  moft  illuftrious  among  them  being  hardly  known.  Rut  let  us  eftablifh  correfpon- 
dents by  mutual  letters  in  every  part  of  Europe.'  And  laftly,  I wifh  that  we  may  be 
friends,  and  united  together,  whatever  may  happdn*  : medicine . then  would  be  uniform, 
and  but  one  in  all  places,  as  Hippocrates  wifhed  it  to  be,  and  not  as  it  is  at  prefent, 
divided  into  parties.  Thefe  are  the  things  this  academic  Society  wifhes  to  promote, 
and  which  we  may  now  call  your  Society,  feeing  you  have  been  declared  a Fellow  of  it 
for  fome  months.” 

* Probably  referring  to  the  commencement  of  the  war. 
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Dr.  Fothergill  had  now  attained  the  zenith  of  medical  reputa- 
tion : in  national  concerns,  or  public  calamities  from  difeafe,  his  opinion 
was  fought  after,  and  as  uniformly  adopted.  When  the  Britifh  Houfe 
of  Commons  was  informed  of  the  dreadful  fatality  of  the  gaol  diftemper, 
among  the  French  and  Spani£h  prifoners  confined  in  Winchefter,  Dr. 
Fothergill’s  opinion  was  inftantly  taken  upon  the  fubjedt,  and  he 
recommended  Dr.  J.  Carmichael  Smith  to  fuperintend  the  prifon,  to 
avert,  if  poffible,  the  fpreading  contagion  ; — the  lingular  fuccefs  of 
whofe  attendance,  whilft  it  did  honour  to  Dr.  Smith’s  medical  know- 
ledge, refledted  no  lefs  upon  Dr.  Fothergill’s  difcernment  in  the 
choice  of  an  able  phylician,  as  the  following  report  from  the  Office 
for  Sick  and  Wounded  Seamen  will  fully  juftify. 


A Weekly  progrefiive  State  of  the  Sicknefs  and  Mortality  among  the  Spanijh 
Prifoners y confined  in  the  King's  Houfe  at  Winch efier  from  the  Jirjl 
Appearance  of  the  fail  Dijlempery  until  the  8 th  of  July  1780. 


Date  of 

Weekly  Accounts. 

Number  of  Spanilh 
Prifoners. 

In 

Cuftody. 

Sick. 

Dead. 

March  26,  1780 

1247 

60 

X 

April  2,  

1243 

106 

4 

9,  

1475 

150 

10 

16,  

1457 

172 

18 

23>  

1433 

142 

21 

30,  

1412 

171 

21 

May  7,  

1388 

191 

25 

14,  

1351 

197 

27 

21,  

1523 

205 

3° 

28,  

1494 

226 

3i 

* June  3,  

1461 

262 

33 

10,  

1437 

212 

26 

17,  

1426 

173 

9 

t 24,  

1420 

167 

5 

July  1,  

1414 

*43 

5 

8,  

J433 

122 

2 

* The  time  of  Dr.  Carmichael  Smith’s  going  to  Winchefter. — It  would  prove  highly 
ufeful  to  the  public,  were  this  ingenious  phylician  to  communicate  his  method  of  treat- 
ment, which  was  attended  with  fuch  obvious  fuccefs.  A prifoner  is  an  object  of  compaftion 
in  every  point  of  view. 

Long 
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Long  before  this  period,  it  is  well  known  that  the  Emprefs  of  Rufiia, 
with  a fpirit  of  freedom  and  refolution,  which  added  luftre  to  her  dig- 
nified ftation,  refolved  to  receive  the  fmall-pox  by  inoculation  -y  and 
having  heard  of  the  Suttons  as  celebrated  in  this  department,  ordered 
her  ambaffador  at  the  Britifh  court  to  fend  an  experienced  perfon  to 
Peterfburgh  to  perform  the  operation.  When  this  order  arrived.  Dr. 
Fothergill  was  confulted;  and  by  his  influence,  and  by  his  alone, 
the  life  of  the  emprefs  was  entrusted  to  a phyfician  (Dodtor,  afterwards 
Baron  Dimfdale)  whofe  experience  entitled  him  to  this  diftinguifhed 
employment.  When  Dr.  Fothergill  related  this  circumfiance  to 
me,  he  mentioned  it  merely  as  a matter  of  confidential  information, 
without  appearing  fenfible  of  the  influence  and  importance  of  his  ex- 
tenfive  reputation. 

But  a life  thus  fpent  in  the  confcientious  difcharge  of  every  duty, 
and  the  uniform  practice  of  every  virtue,  could  not  fhield  him  from 
the  mifreprefentations  of  envy,  malevolence,  and  avarice,  as  the  accu-* 
fations  of  two  perfons,  at  different  periods  of  time,  amply  proved. 
Thofe  who  have  been  acquainted  with  Dr.  Fothergill,  during  the 
laffc  ten  or  twelve  years  of  his  life,  muft  know  that  I allude  to  the  pro- 
fecution  commenced  againft  him  by  one,  for  a fuppofed  injury  ; and  to 
the  partiality  of  which  he  was  accufed  by  the  other,  in  adjufting  a 
difference  between  him  and  a refpedtable  Baronet.  Of  thefe  tranfadtions 
it  is  unneceffary  here  to  enter  into  a minute  detail : the  decree,  pro- 
nounced on  the  former  cafe  by  that  learned  and  fagacious  judge,  the 
Lord  Chief  Juftice  of  England,  moft  honourably  juftified  the  character 
of  our  late  Prefident  from  every  imputation  of  wrong* ; and  his  own 
pen  •f*  not  only  entirely  vindicated  him  from  every  afperfion  of  partiality 
and  injustice  thrown  upon  him  by  his  accufer,  but  alfo  exhibited  moft 
exemplary  inftances  of  candour,  liberality  of  fentiment,  and  generality.. 

Perfons,  whofe  ftated  employments  preclude  the  enjoyment  of  leifure, 
naturally  acquire  a habit  of  brevity  in  the  difpatch  of  their  concerns  : 
in  converfation  they  apply  immediately  to  the  fubjedt  of  difcuflion ; 

* See  Gentleman’s  Magazine,  November  1781. 

, f Introductory  Remarks  on  the  Preface  of  Parkinfsn’s  Journal  of  a Voyage. 

in 
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in  writing,  they  comprefs.  much  in  a final  1 fpace.  In  addition  to  this 
kind  of  compulfive  difpatch,  acquired  by  the  urgency  of  important 
tranfadions,  Dr. Fothergill  poffeffed  a remarkable  quicknefs  of  per- 
ception ; and,  what  is  unufual  with  vivacity  of  mind,  united  folidity 
of  judgment.  Thofe  who  did  not  perfonally  know  him,  muff  form 
the  fame  opinion  of  him,  from  the  difplay  of  genius  and  fagacity  in 
his  early  publications.  Some  of  thefe  I have  already  adverted  to ; and 
to  them  I might  add  hk  early  effays  in  the  Gentleman’s  Magazine  for 
1751,  and  the  three  fubfequent  years. 

His  pieces  in  the  Medical  Enquiries,  a publication  which  commenced 
in  June  1757,  and  is  ftill  continued,  have  been  read  by  the  Faculty  uni- 
verfally,  and  always  with  approbation,  as  they  contain  fads  that  cannot 
be  too  well  known  ; and  wherever  they  are  known,  they  will  be  adopted, 
with  as  little  exception,  at  leaf!,  as  can  be  fuppofed  to  arife  in  an  im- 
proving art.  If  his  language  was  not  always  minutely  corred,  pro- 
bably owing  to  want  of  time,  it  was  eafy  and  fluent,  and,  what  in 
fuch  compofltions  is  more  valuable,  it  was  accurately  defcriptive. 

His  epiflolary  writing  was  inftrudive  and  fprightly.  As  he  was  not 
confined  to  the  didadic  folidity  of  medical  difquifitions,  where  know- 
ledge is  paflive,  and  genius  fuperfluous,  and  where  fads  and  experiments, 
rather  than  ornament  and  elegance,  are  the  leading  objeds,  his  language 
was  lefs  reftrained ; it  was  more  brilliant,  but  lefs  corred ; it  was  more 
varied  and  amufing,  and  at  the  fame  time  it  was  chafle  and  inflrudive; 
and,  like  his  converfation,  the  fame  fentiments  were  conveyed,  in  a 
livelinefs  of  colouring  and  franknefs  of  expreflion,  that  in  any  other 
point  of  view  might  have  afforded  no  emotion  of  pleafure,  or  proof  of 
fuperior  endowment.  There  was  indeed  a charm  in  his  converfe  and 
a.ddrefs,  as  hath  been  ingenioufly  remarked,  that  affeded  forne  with,  a 
tranfport  of  admiration,  and  commanded  the  high  regard  and  opinion  of 
thofe  who  employed  him;  whilft,  by  a difcreet  uniformity  of  condud, 
he  fo  fixed  the  capricioufnefs  of  mankind,  that  he  was  not  apt  to  forfeit 
the  efteem  he  had  once  acquired.  His  mind  was  of  that  happy  ver- 
fatility,  that  he  could  eafily  break  off  from  important  concerns,  and 
enter  into  a familiar  and  pleafant  converfation,  with  all  the  indifference 

of 
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of  a man  of  leifure;  and  as  eafily  refume  the  variety  of  his  ferious 
engagements,  as  if  they  had  never  been  interrupted*. 

Hilarifque,  tamen  cum  ponders,  vzrtus.  St  AT, 

As  the  higheft  ftations  are  expofed  to  peculiar  inconveniences,  fo  the 
brighteft  genius  is  not  unfrequently  clouded  with  a counterpart : the 
mind  that  is  endowed  with  the  quickeft  perception,  whilft  interefted 
in  multifarious  concerns,  is  not  only  liable  to  acquire  a habit  of  de~ 
ciding  haftily,  but  a tenacioufnefs  of  its  deciftons.  In  this  epitome 
of  Dr.  Fothergill’s  character,  I have  endeavoured  to  delineate  the 
outlines  with  impartiality,  to  appreciate  his  faults  as  well  as  his  virtues  : 
and,  though  the  brilliancy  of  the  latter  hath  fhone  through  the  clouds 
of  the  former,  I confider  this  promptitude  of  adopting  an  opinion,  and 
tenacious  retention  of  it,  as  the  moft  cenfurable  part  of  a life  (fo  far 
as  I know,  and  I knew  it  well)  otherwife  blamelefs.  Perfection  is 
fcarcely  the  lot  of  humanity  ; and  in  extenuation  of  this  difpofition 
it  might  be  argued,  that  whilft  he  formed  a hafty,  his  folidity  of 
judgment  prevented  a wrong,  determination  : like  the  ballaft  of  a fhip, 
it  kept  fteady  the  fails  that  were  expofed  to  the  fudden  gufts  of  a ftorm. 
This  failing,  however,  fuch  as  it  was,  has  been  fometimes  remarked 
by  the  Faculty,  in  confultations  with  the  DoCtor,  and  remarked  with 
cenfure  ; and  whoever  has  been  honoured  and  confulted  for  a feries  of 
years  as  a medical  oracle,  muft  have  attained  that  experience,  which 
affords  the  beft  prefumption  for  firmnefs  of  opinion  : but  were  the 
cenfure  well  founded,  happy  is  the  man,  and  happy  the  patients  of  that 
phyfician,  who  paffeth  through  life  with  fo  much  undeviating  recti- 
tude ! 

In  this  place,  I cannot  but  gratefully  recall  to  mind  how  much  I 
owed  to  my  deceafed  friend,  when  I left  Europe  to  reviftt  my  native 
illand  : it  muft  be  admitted,  that  though  after  feventeen  years  abfence, 
I returned  to  the  bofom  of  my  relations  and  of  my  friends ; yet,  as  a 
medical  man,  my  character  was  folely  reflected  from  the  patronage  of 

* Dr.  Thompfon’s  Life  and  Character  of  Dr.  Fothergilj.,  page  29,  30. 

Dr* 
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Dr.  Fothergi.ll,  whofe  name  was  as  familiar  throughout  Nortfe 
America,  and  the  Antilles,  as  in  London. 

With  refpedt  to  political  affairs,  as  connedted  with  thofb  of  North 
America,  he  had  long  formed  a decided  opinion.  “ Whether  we  look 
at  the  well-being  and  content  of  near  two  millions  of  Englifh  fubjedts 
on  that  continent,  defcended  from  and  connected  with  ourfelves ; or 
weigh  the  effedts  which  their  difcontent  and  unhappinefs  muff  un- 
avoidably produce  on  this  country,  fcarce  a more  important  objedt  can 
prefent  itfelf  to  an  Englifhman.” 

Without  entering  into  the  caufes  and  effedts  of  a conteff,  which 
it  is  now  our  irretrievable  misfortune  to  lament  in  vain,  it  was  from  its 
commencement  the  ftrenuous  advice  of  Dr.  Fothergill,  to  treat  our 
trans-atlantic  brethren  with  a leniency  due  to  fellow-fubjedts,  whofe 
rights  and  privileges  being  the  fame,  entitled  them  to  fhare  in  the  prof- 
perity  and  the  enjoyments  of  the  whole  empire.  “ If  we  enquire,”  he 
obferved,  “ into  the  condudt  of  the  wifeft  ftates  to  their  diftant  colo- 
“ nies,  we  fhall  find  it  always  to  have  been,  to  treat  them  with  kind- 
“ nefs  and  indulgence,  to  engage  them  to  look  back  to  the  mother 
“ country  with  duty  and  affedtion,  and  to  recompenfe  the  protedtion 
“ they  have  enjoyed  by  the  produce  of  their  labours,  their  commerce, 
*•  and,  when  needed,  their  afiiftance.  We  meet  not  with  many  in- 
“ fiances,  comparatively,  even  of  diftant  conquered  countries  revolting, 
- till  caufes  of  ftrong  difguft  had  fown  the  feeds  of  difcontent,  and 
“ fucceeding  adts  of  oppreftion  and  injuftice  had  ripened  them  into 
“ rebellion.” 

“ Colonies  fprung  from  Britain,”  he  obferved,  will  bear  much  : 
“ but  it  is  to  be  remembered,  that  they  are  the  fons  of  freedom  ; and 
what  they  have  been  early  taught  to  look  upon  as  virtue  in  their 
“ anceftors,  will  not  foon  be  forgotten  by  themfelves  : nay,  they  will 
*<  the  fooner  be  apt  to  vindicate  their  wrongs.” 

As  he  was  of  opinion,  that  whatever  the  motives  of  their  migration 
may  have  been,  the  effedts  of  this  migration  have  undoubtedly  been 
fignally  beneficial  to  this  country;  and  therefore,  if  any  diftindtion 
were  to  be  made,  a particular  diftindtion  was  due  to  thefe  diftant  fub- 
jedts, whUft  harfh  and  ungracious  treatment  would  make  them  defirous 
. : ; of 
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of  forgetting  that  they  are  of  Englifh  defcent,  ICftbn  their  ditty  and 
allegiance,  and  induce  them  impatiently  to  look  forward  tcx  that  in- 
dependency, which  their  fituation  favours  ; and  this  the  more  eagerly, 
in  proportion  to  the  prejudices  they  have  imbibed  agaifrft  a gotefn- 
ffienf 'they  think  oppreffive. 

Unfortunately  for  this  country,  thofe  meafures  which  the  Americans 
deemed  oppreffive,  were  eagerly  purfued  ; and  what  Dr.  FoTHERGiii, 
and  moft  men  who  were  acquainted  with  the  continent  and  its  inhabi- 
tants, early  predicted,  he  lived  to  fee  realized^ 

Uniform  as  he  was  in  opinion  idfpeCting  the  political  objects  which 
fo  long  convulfed  the  empire,  he  was  either'  mifreprefented  or  not 
underftood.  He  was  fo  accurately  informed  of  the  power  of  America, 
and  with  the  wiffies  of  fome  of  the  principal  of  its  inhabitants,  that, 
long  before  the  fatal  tianfaCtion  at  Lexington,  he  foretold,  as  probable 
confequences  of  the  jjrojeCted  meafures,  many  of  the  great  events  which 
time  has  lince  evolved.  If  a man  is  cenffirable  for  the  accomplifti- 
ment  of  his  predictions.  Dr.  FoLhergill  was  certainly  fo ; but  were 
fuch  reafoning  admiffible,  all  the  great  characters  of  facred  and  general 
hiftory,  whom  we  have  been  hitherto  accuftomed  to  reverence,  muft 
fall  under  a ftmilar  predicament : if  their  fagacity,  or  their  fuperior 
information,  had  enlarged  their  views,  and  enabled  them  with  precifidn 
to  eftimate  the  refult  of  certain  actions,  the  rulers  to  whom  they  com- 
municated their  obfervations,  and  who,  poffeffing  the  power,  but  being 
perhaps  otherwife  informed,  did  not  take  adequate  precautions  to  pre- 
vent what  had  been  foretold,  have  been  deemed  anfwerable  for  the 
event.  I can  venture  to  affert,  that  no  man  laboured  more  anxioully 
than  Dr.  Fothergill  did,  to  prevent  what  he  predicted  as  eventual 
from  the  profecution  of  certain  meafures— the  difmemberment  of  the 
empire. 

As  he  had  accefs,  by  his  profeffion,  to  families  of  the  firft  diftinCtion, 
he  embraced  occafiondl  opportunities  of  ffiggefting  his  opinion  of  the 
prevailing  fyftem  of  politics,  and  the  effects  moft  likely  to  refult  from 
the  profecution  of  it : but  although  his  advice  was  not  adopted,  I do 
not  hence  infer  that  the  governing  powers  were  cenffirable } my  inten- 
tion in  introducing  thefe  obfervations,  is  to  elucidate  Dr.  Fother- 
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gill’s  political  conduit  refpeding  the  contefl  between  Great  Britain 
and  America,  and  clear  it  from  the  mifreprefentations  of  perfons  lefs 
intimately  acquainted  with  him  ; and  this  affords  a fufficient  apology 
for  communicating  to  the  public  the  following  narrative  of  fails,  ffated 
from  authentic  papers  that  are  now  in  my  hands ; leaving  to  the  decifion 
of  the  public,  whether  Dr.  Fothergill  did  not  ait  the  part  of  a true 
patriot,  and  a real  friend  of  the  conflitution. 

In. the  latter  end  of  the  year  1774,  previous  to  the  departure  of  Dr. 
Franklin  out  of  this  kingdom,  an  intimate  friend  of  Dr.  Fothergill 
being  in  company  with  a nobleman  of  great  political  experience,  be- 
tween whom  the  converfation  turning  on  the  critical  fituation  of  the 
American  colonies,  he  preffed  this  gentleman  to  attempt  a compromife 
with  Dr.  Franklin,  before  his  intended  departure ; and  he  accordingly 
undertook  it,  from  a cordial  with  to  promote  a permanent  reconciliation 
between  the  two  countries  : on  this  account  he  immediately  applied  to 
Dr.  Fothergill,  who  heartily  united  in  this  undertaking ; and  tthey 
mutually  invited  Dr.  Franklin  to  a conference  the  fame  evening,  and 
Dr.  Franklin  as  readily  accepted  the  invitation.  This  triumvirate, 
zealous  for  the  welfare  of  both  nations,  devoted  many  hours  to  the 
important  fubjeds  of  deliberation  ; and,  after  much  difcuffion,  it  was 
mutually  agreed,  that  they  fhould  meet  again  on  the  fucceeding  even- 
ing, when  Dr.  Franklin  fhould  commit  to  paper  fuch  a conciliatory  plan 
as  he  conceived  America  had  a right  to  exped,  and  that  the  other  two, 
as  Englifhmen,  fhould.  then  objed  to  fuch  claims  as  they  might  judge 
Great  Britain  ought  not  to  grant. 

On  the  appointed  evening.  Dr.  Franklin  produced  the  following 
propofitions  (fee  A.);  and  thofe  lines  which  appear  in  italics  were  ob- 
jeded  to  by  Dr.  Fothergill  and  his  colleague,  and  which  Dr. 
Franklin  gave  up,  and  fuffered  to  be  expunged. 

In  this  date  a copy  was  taken,  and  imparted  for  negociation  $ and 
the  anfwer  was,  that  the  propofitions  were  fuch  as  appeared  to  demand 
too  much  ; and  in  confequenee  feveral  attempts  were  made  to  reconcile 
the  fubjeds  of  contention  : but  as  the  12th  article  of  the  propofitions 
was  infilled  on  by  Dr.  Franklin,  though  many  of  the  others  were,  ac- 
ceded 


JOHN  FOTHERGILL,  M.  D.  Ixxvii 

ceded  to,  the  negociation  was  broken  off,  and  in  a Short  time  afterwards 
Dr.  Franklin  embarked  for  America. 

The  man  of  urbanity,  who  reflects  upon  the  fatal  carnage  of  100,000 
victims  of  war,  drawn  from  the  loom,  and  from  rural  tillage ; and  with 
it  the  fruitlefs  expenditure  of  100  millions  of  money,  muft  unavoid- 
ably regret,  that  the  laudable  exertions  of  the  phylician  and  the  patriot 
were  thus  unhappily  frustrated.  Seeing,  however,  though  distantly-, 
the  impending  danger,  he  perfevered  in  the  fame  line  of  conduct,  and 
renewed  his  endeavours  to  Stop  the  effuiion  of  blood,  and  to  reconcile 
the  contending  parties,  as  will  appear  by  the  following  letter,  marked 
(B),  which  he  wrote  in  1775  to  a noble  Lord. 

In  1780,  Dr.  Franklin  wrote  to  Dr.  Fothergill’s  colleague  the 
fubfequent  letter,  marked  (C),  which  I introduce  to  corroborate  the 
above  narrative. 

In  the  preceding  year  Dr..  Fothergill  publiffied  a pamphlet,  in- 
titled,  “ An  EngliSh  Freeholder’s  Addrefs,”  which  I have  preferved  in 
his  Works  : it  contains  fentiments  further  explanatory  of  his  political 
character  ; fentiments  that  will  ever  be  revered. 

( A.  ) 

H 1 N T s for  Converfation , upon  the  S'ubjeSt  of  'Terms  that  may  probably- 

produce  a durable  Union  between  Great  Britain  and  her  Colonies  *. 

1 St.  THE  tea  deftroyed,  to  be  paid  for. 

2d.  The  tea  duty  adt  to  be  repealed,  and  all  the  duties  that  have  been 
received  upon  it  to  be  repaid  into  the  treafuries  of  the  feveral  provinces 
from  which  it  has  been  collected. 

3d.  The  adts  of  navigation  to  be  all  re-enadted  in  the  feveral  Colo- 
nies. 

4th.  A naval  officer,  appointed  by  the  crown,  to  reftde  in  each, 
colony,  to  fee  that  thefe  adts  are  obferved, 

* The  Editor  conceives  the  following  propositions  to  contain  all  the  grievances  com- 
prised in  the  petition  of  Congrefs  to  the  King,  brought  over  by  Governor  Penn  in  1775. 

5th.  All: 
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5th.  All  the  ads  retraining  manufactures  in  the  Colonies,  to  be  re- 
conlidered. 

6th.  All  duties  arifing  on  the  ads  for  regulating  trade  with  the 
Colonies,  to  be  for  the  public  ufe  of  the  refpedive  Colonies,  and 
paid  into  their  treafuries. 

7th.  The  colledors  and  cuftom-houfe  officers  to  be  appointed  by 
each  governor,  and  not  fent  from  England ; the  prefent  officers  to 
be  continued  only  during  each  governor’s  pleafure. 

8th.  In  confideration  of  the  Americans  maintaining  their  own  peace 
eftablilhment,  and  of  the  monopoly  Britain  is  to  have  of  their  com- 
merce, no  requiiition  to  be  made  from  them  in  time  of  peace. 

9th.  In  time  of  war,  on  requiiition  made  by  the  king,  with  confent 
of  parliament,  every  colony  ihall  raife  money  by  fome  fuch  rule  or 
proportion  as  the  following : viz.  If  Britain,  on  account  of  the  war, 
pays  as  high  as  3 r.  in  the  pound  to  its  land-tax,  then  the  Colonies  to 
add  to  their  laft  general  provincial  tax  a fum  equal  to  (fuppofe  f) 
thereof ; and  if  Britain,  on  the  fame  account,  pays  4 s.  in  the  pound, 
then  the  Colonies  to  add  to  their  faid  tax  a fum  equal  to  (fuppofe  f) 
thereof ; which  additional  tax  is  to  be  granted  to  the  king,  and  to  be 
employed  in  railing  and  paying  men  for  land  or  fea  fervice,  furnifhing 
provilions,  tranfports,  or  for  fuch  other  purpofes  as  the  king  fhall 
require  and  direct : and  though  no  colony  may  contribute  lefs,  each 
may  add  as  much  by  voluntary  grant  as  they  fhall  think  proper. 

10th.  No  troops  to  enter,  and  quarter  in  any  colony,  but  with  the 
confent  of  its  legillature. 

nth.  Callle  William  to  be  reltored  to  the  province  of  the  MalTa- 
chufets  Bay. 

1 2th.  The  late  MalTachufets  and  Quebec  aCts  to  be  repealed,  and  a 
free  government  granted  to  Canada  *. 

13th.  The  extenfion  of  the  a£t  of  Henry  VIII.  concerning  treafon, 
to  the  colonies,  to  be  formally  difclaimed  by  parliament. 

14th.  The  American  Admiralty  courts  reduced  to  the  fame  powers 

* Thefe  a&s  include  the  Bofton  port  bill .5  the  alteration  §f  the  charters  of  the  Mafla- 
chufets  Bay ; and,  the  extenfion  of  the  limits  of  Canada. 
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they  have  in  England,  and  the  ads  relative  to  them  to  be  re-enaded 
in  America. 

15th.  All  Judges  in  the  king’s  colony  governments  to  be  appointed 
during  good  behaviour,  the  Colonies  fixing  ample  and  equally  durable 
falaries  : or,  if  it  is  thought  bed:  that  the  king  Ihould  ilill  continue  to 
appoint  during  pleafure,  then  the  colony  aflemblies  to  grant  falaries 
during  their  pleafure,  as  has  always  heretofore  been  the  pradice. 

1 6th.  The  Governors  alfo  to  be  fupported  by  voluntary  grants  of  the 
aflemblies,  as  heretofore. 

ljth.  All  power  of  internal  legifation  in  the  Colonies , to  be  difclaimed 
by  parliament . 

The  following  letter,  which  covered  that  above  referred  to,  marked 
(B),  evinces  the  pains  Dr.  Fothergill  took  to  prevent  that  difunion. 
of  the  empire  he  had  predided  and  feared  ; and  upon  this  account, 
ihort  as  it  is,  I infert  it  here : it  was  addrefled,  under  cover,  to  hi& 
colleague  in  the  tranfadion  with  Dr.  Franklin. 

**  Dear  Friend, 

ct  I CAME  home  lail  night  at  ten  o’clock  extremely  fatigued.  X 
could  not  forbear  giving,  perhaps,  a very  ftrong  proof  of  it.  If  the 
enclofed  remarks  are  worthy  of  the  lead:  notice,  or  any  part  of  them,  I 
wifli  we  could  fee  one  another  this  morning,  any  time  before  nine 
o’clock.. 

J.  Fothergill.” 

8th  of  the  10th  mo.  1775. 

(B.  ) 

iC  THE  following  iketch  will  ihew  rather  my  wifhes  than  my  hopes, 
of  feeing  the  moil  certain,  fpeedy,  and  honourable  means  of  effeding 
the  propofed  meafures. 

“ To  fend  as  fpeedily  as  poflible  fome  perfon  or  perfons,  on  whom 
Government  may  rely,  and  who  are  not  unknown  to  iome  of  the  leaders 

of 
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of  the  Congrefs,  and  on  whofe  character  and  probity  they  may  have  fome 
dependence,  to  propofe  to  them, 

“ That  an  add  fhall  be  paffed  this  fefiions,  virtually  repealing  all  the 
blameable  adts,  by  declaring  that  the  Colonies  fhall  be  confidered  aS 
being  governed  by  the  fame  laws,  or  placed  in  the  fame  iituation  as  they 
were  in  in  the  year  1762. 

“ That  in  confequence  of  this  declaration,  if  accepted  by  the  Con- 
grefs, the  fame  perfons  (hall  have  inftrudtions  to  the  commander  in 
chief  to  ceafe  all  hoftilities . 

<c  That  a general  amnefty  fhall  be  declared,  all  prifoners  releafed, 
the  provincial  forces  be  difbanded,  and  the  ports  reciprocally  opened 
for  both  countries. 

“ That  thefe  preliminaries  being  fixed,  inftrudbions  fhall  be  fent  to 
the  feveral  governors,  to  convene  the  affemblies,  and  require  them  to 
chufe  two  or  more  delegates,  to  meet  a proper  number  of  commiflioners 
from  England,  at  New  York,  and  there  to  fettle  the  due  limits  of 
authority  on  this  fide,  and  fubmifiion  on  theirs.  The  fword  will  never 
fettle  it  as  it  ought  to  be.  Submiflion  to  force,  will  endure  no  longer 
than  fuperior  force  commands  fubmifiion ; — interefi:  only  can  make  it 
perpetual : and  it  is  the  intereft  of  Britain  that  the  union  fhould  be 
perpetual,  be  the  prefent  facrifice  what  it  may. 

“ The  mode  of  proceeding  in  the  union  between  England  and  Scot- 
land may  be  adopted,  fo  far  as  circumftances  require ; that  is,  the  diffe- 
rent conditions  of  the  contenders  confidered.  The  objects  are  in  moffc 
refpedts  very  different.  From  Scotland  this  country  had  chiefly  in  view 
negative  advantages — that  the  Scots  fhould  not  be  any  longer  the  tools 
of  other  powers,  to  work  with  to  our  undoing.  From  America  we 
have  every  pofiible  advantage  to  hope  for  ; not  only  the  benefits  of 
commerce,  but  their  power  to  protect  us  *.  No  power  in  Europe,  who 

r 

* “ Let  it  be  confidered,  that  Scotland  is  reputed  to  contain  but  about  one  million 
and  a half  of  people— America  almoft  three  millions  : that  Scotland  is  not  fuppofed  to 
encreafe  in  population — America,  by  population,  and  emigrants  from  other  countries, 
becomes  double  every  twenty-five  years  : — therefore,  that  the  prefent  ftate  of  America 
claims  fomething  more  than  Scotland  could  claim  at  the  Union,  both  in  refpedf  to 
numbers  and  future  benefit.” 
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knows  its  intereft,  and  has  any  poffeffions  in  the  weftern  world,  will 
chufe  to  offend  us,  whilff  we  and  America  are  united;  becaufe  thofe 
poffeffions  are  immediately  fubjedt  to  the  powers  of  America,  directed  by 
us  : — what  thofe  powers  are  we  now  know  full  well  by  experience. 
Every  diftant  poffeffion  of  every  power  in  Europe,  is  a pledge  for  the 
good  behaviour  of  its  owner  to  Great  Britain. — Is  any  objedt  we  are 
now  contending  for,  an  equivalent  to  fuch  an  extenfive  and  mod;  certain 
influence  ? 

“ It  is  therefore  much  to  be  wiflied,  that  fome  fuch  perfons  might  be 
pitched  upon,  and  fent  out,  rather  in  a private  charadter,  as  friends  to 
both  countries,  than  with  a public  authoritative  commiffion  : for  if 
thofe  who  are  now  invefted  in  America  with  power,  fliould  diftruft  them, 
the  bufinefs  is  at  an  end;  and  this  country  and  that  are  left  expofed  to  all 
the  diffreffes,  which  are  only  beginning  to  be  felt  by  both. 

<e  Adminiftration  may  think  it  an  eafy  matter  to  avert  any  ftorm 
which  may  arife  from  a difcovery  that  they  have  been  milled,  mifin- 
formed,  and  grofsly  abufed,  by  thofe  on  whofe  opinion  they  had  too 
confidently  relied. — This,  however,  may  admit  of  fome  doubts ; and  I 
have  too  much  regard  for  many  of  thofe  who  compofe  it,  to  wilh  the 
experiment  may  ever  be  made. 

“ Let  it  be  confidered,  that  every  provocation  we  give  widens  the 
breach  ; that  the  Americans  have  fully  Ihewn  they  are  the  defendants 
of  Englishmen ; and  if  they  are  warm  and  impetuous  like  us,  like  us 
alfo  they  are  placable ; and  inftead  of  endeavouring  to  fubdue  them  by 
force  to  a condition  unworthy  of  our  fellow-fubjedts,  our  countrymen, 
and  our  relations,  let  us  open  the  Ihorteft  road  to  a fpeedy,  honourable, 
and  effectual  reconciliation. 

John  Fothergill.” 

( c. ) 

Copy  of  a Letter  from  Dr . Franklin  to  * dated  Daffy , 

Feb . 12,  1781. 

t(  Dear  Sir, 

**  I CONDOLE  with  you  mod;  fincerely  on  the  lofs  of  our  dear 
friend  Dr.  Fothergill.  I hope  that  fome  one  that  knew  him  well, 

I will 
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will  do  juftice  to  his  memory,  by  an  account  of  his  life  and  charader* 
He  was  a great  doer  of  good.  How  much  might  have  been  done,  and 
how  much  mifchief  prevented,  if  his,  your,  and  my  joint  endeavour r, 
in  a certain  melancholy  affair,  had  been  a little  more  attended 
to  ! 

With  great  refped  and  efleem, 

I am,  &c. 

B.  Franklin.” 

A mutual  friendfhip  had  early  commenced  between  Dr.FoTHERGiLL 
and  Dr.  Franklin,  and  continued  to  the  death  of  the  former.  Dr. 
Franklin,  to  whom  I am  under  obligations  for  many  civilities  for- 
merly,  has  fince  augmented  them  by  his  late  very  obliging  communica- 
tions ; and  the  following  extrad  of  a letter  is  fo  applicable  to  the  fubjed 
of  my  narrative,  that  I fhall  infert  his  own  words,  as  the  mod  honour- 
able and  exprefiive  tefbimony  of  his  regard  for  his  deceafed  Fother- 

GILL. 

ft  Our  late  excellent  friend  was  always  propofing  fomething  for  the 
“e  good  of  mankind.  You  will  find  inftances  of  this  kind  in  one  of  his 
letters,  which  I enclofe*,  the  only  one  I can  at  prefent  lay  my  hand 
t(  on.  I have  fome  very  valuable  ones  in  America,  if  they  are  not 
i(  loft  in  the  late  confufions.  Juft  before  I left  England,  he,  in  con- 
jundion  with  Mr.  * * and  myfelf,  laboured  hard  to  prevent  the 
coming  war,  but  our  endeavours  were  fruitlefs.  This  tranfadion 
st  is  alluded  to  in  the  firft  page.  If  we  may  eftimate  the  goodnefs 
4<  of  a man  by  his  difpofition  to  do  good,  and  his  conftant  endeavours 
“ and  fuccefs  in  doing  it,  I can  hardly  conceive  that  a better  man  has> 
ever  exifted  J*.” 

* In  this  letter  Dr.  Fothergill  introduces  the  fubjed  of  this  negociation  ; and,  among 
other  pertinent  refledions,  he  fuggefts  the  importance  of  an  uniformity  of  weights  and 
meafures  throughout  the  continent  of  America;  taking  it  for  granted,  as  he  long  fore- 
faw,  that  (he  would  become  independent.  To  make  thefe  more  familiar,  he  recommends, 
Shat  they  fhould  be  framed  of  numbers  eafily  divifible,  as  4,  8.,  16,  32,  &c. 

i Letter  to  the  Editor,  dated  Pafiy,  March  17,  1783. 
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Whild  he  thus  early  difapproved  thofe  political  meafures  which 
have  iince  been  generally  reprobated  as  eventually  ruinous  to  the  empire, 
and  long  afterwards  expreffed  his  fentiments  to  a friend  of  his  in  York- 
fhire,  previous  to  the  general  aflembly  of  the  county,  held  on  the  30th 
of  December  1779,  he  uniformly  mentioned  his  fovereign  in  the  mod: 
refpedful  language  ; it  was  not  on  men,  but  on  meafures,  that  he 
animadverted.  Henry  Zouch,  of  Sandal,  in  Yorkfhire,  a clergyman,  and 
a judice  of  the  peace,  of  didinguifhed  reputation,  was  this  intimate 
friend  (and  he  was  worthy  of  his  confidence)  to  whom  he  addrefled 
the  following  letter,  which  I am  informed  was  read  in  a committee 
of  the  above  meeting,  and  met  with  the  mod:  pointed  approbation; 
which  induces  me  to  think  that  its  infertion  here  will  be  acceptable  to 
the  reader. 

“ THOUGH  I am  very  apprehenfive  that  the  fubjed  of  this  letter 
will  be  of  very  little  confequence,  yet  I could  not  eafily  forego  an 
opportunity  of  mentioning  to  thyfelf  fome  fentiments  that  have  oc- 
curred to  me  in  refped  to  the  very  important  meeting  about  to  be  held 
at  York. 

“ I know  my  voice  is  feeble  and  indgnificant ; but  being  a native  of 
the  county,  and  having  a great  regard  for  it,  on  this  and  many  other 
accounts,  I think  I ought  not  to  be  totally  filent  on  fo  important  an 
occadon,  though  I know  there  are  fo  many  perfons  will  be  prefent, 
who,  in  every  refped  but  one,  I acknowledge  to  be  greatly  indeed  my 
fuperiors  ; — that  one  is,  a difintereded  and  impartial  regard  for  the  good 
of  my  native  county,  and  the  influence  it  will  hold  in  the  great  national 
bufinefs  that  will  come  before  you. 

“ If  the  motions  made  for  retrenchments  in  expence  are  to  be  the 
bafis  of  your  deliberations  and  petitions,  I think  them  altogether  un- 
worthy ; — all  that  could  be  obtained  in  thefe  retrenchments,  either 
by  favings  to  the  public  treafury,  or  abridging  the  power  of  the  crown, 
are  beneath  the  notice  of  fuch  an  adembly,  even  were  you  fure  of  ob- 
taining all  you  have  in  contemplation. — -I  am  morally  certain  you  will 
obtain  nothing ; and  every  unfuccefsful  conted  difheartens  the  van- 
quilhed,  and  in  proportion  adds  vigour  to  the  conqueror, 

1 2 
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**  Have  we  not  feen  this  to  be  the  cafe,  in  all  the  petitions  and  remon- 
Frances  that  have  been  prefented  ? and  is  it  not  mod:  certain  that  the 
majority  will  be  doubly  firm  againft  you,  as  their  intereft  is  fo  much  at 
flake  ? 

“ I confider  thefe  motions  as  well  intended,  and  they  may  be  fol- 
lowed by  others  equally  (Economical  and  wife 3 but  they  will  all  be  re- 
jected, and  thofe  who  have  flood  forth  in  their  fupport  be  difcouraged. 

“ There  is  one  neceffary  point,  which  I think  you  ought  in  the  firfl 
place  to  flate  mofl  clearly — the  general  decay  of  the  county — and  keep 
clofe  to  your  own;  manufactures  declining,  commerce  languishing, 
value  of  land  decaying,  all  public  improvements  at  a fland,  bankruptcies 
numerous,  taxes  encreafing,  multitudes  diflreffed  3 and,  was  it  not  for  the 
late  favourable  feafons,  univerfal  poverty  and  wretchednefs  mufl  have 
taken  place.  Pray,  therefore,  that  peace  may  be  reflored  between  us 
and  America,  as  the  only  means  of  faving  your  county  from  every 
fpecies  of  calamity  3 — >the  war  with  that  country,  and  its  confequences,. 
having  been  the  general  caufes  of  thefe  diflreffes. — I do  not  mean  that 
thefe  expreffions  Should  be  ufed  3 you  will  find  much  better : but  if 
you  do  not  lay  the  axe  to  the  root,,  in  vain  do  you  attempt  the. 
branches. 

“ Let  not  a fingle  reflection  on  the  King  or  the  ministry  efcape  you — > 

I mean  not  to  appear  in  your  petition.  The  acrimony  that  loaded  the 
American  petitions,  and  difgraced  many  of  our  own,  have  done  un- 
fpeakable  mifchief 3 I beg  therefore,  and  earnestly  entreat,  that  every 
degree  of  inveCtive  may  be  Shunned.  Produce  your  faCls,  and  State 
them  in  the  cleared  light  3 but  if  you  mean  well  to  your  country, 
and  wiSh  to  fee  an  example  followed  in  other  counties,  Shun  every  thing 
offensive.  As  there  is  no  great  room  for  flattery,  fo  neither  give  way  to 
the  reverfe  temper  3— if  you  do,,  posterity  may  load  your  memories  with 
deferred  reproach. 

{<  Forgive  me  for  thus  offering  my  Sentiments  to  men  much  better 
informed  than  myfelf  3 but  it  is  my  firm  opinion,  from  the  know- 
ledge I have  of  the  temper  of  thofe  who  mufl  be  the  judges  of  your 
. petitions,  that  fo  fure  as  you.  deviate  from  a line  of  language,  tem- 
perate yet  firm,  fo  fure  will  you  Shut  a door  more  clofely  againSl  all  that. 
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you  can  urge; — and  what  muft  be  the  confequence?  A perfeverance  in 
the  fame  meafures,  to  do  defpite  to  thofe  who  condemned  them.  Once 
more,  therefore,  let  me  entreat  that  every  thing  manifeflly  offenfive  in 
language  may  be  fludioufly  avoided  ; that  no  bagatelles  may  be  afked 
for,  but  the  removal  of  the  great  caufe  of  expence— the  war  with  Ame- 
rica : the  leffer  arrangements  of  oeconomy  may  then  be  folicited,  and 
thefe  only  take  place  at  the  deceafe  of  the  prefent  occupants. 

“ Once  more  excufie  me,  if  I am  taking  a liberty  unbecoming  me;— 
the  honour  of  our  county,  the  good  of  the  country  in  general,  are  at 
flake.  If  you  afk  for  what  is  evidently  great  and  right,  your  example 
will  be  followed  by  all ; if  you  afk  for  things  which  you  know  before- 
hand will  be  refufed,  let  your  numbers  be  ever  fo  great,  you  may 
poflibly  meet  with  many  counter-petitions,  and  an  attempt  for  general 
reformation  be  flifled  in  its  infancy. 

“ j.  Fothergill.” 

London,,  8 th  of  the  ioth  mo.  1779. 

With  a natural  attachment  to  his  native  country,  flrengthened  by 
every  tie  of  intereft  and  connection,  and  confirmed  by  his  writings  and 
patriotic  exertions,  yet,  in  the  philanthropy  of  his  bread,  his  affections 
expanded  beyond  the  confines  of  empire.  The  Chriflian  Patriot,  whilffc 
he  direCls  his  views  to  one  univerfal  Parent,  and  contemplates  his  unli- 
mited goodnefs,  feels  his  regard  extended  to  all  his  creatures ; and  in 
the  individual  enjoyment  of  bleffings,  he  delights  in  their  ufiiverfality 
and  reciprocity. — Man  was  formed  to  be  happy ; ahd  would  be  fo, 
were  the  policy  of  nations  directed  to  the  communication  of  mutual 
benefits.  In  a fmall  community  it  is  ever  found,  that  the  happinefs 
of  individuals  will  be  in  proportion  to  the  fum  of  happinefs  of  the 
whole  ; and  national  felicity  will  be  proportioned  by  a fimilar  fcale. 
No  man  has  the  power  of  encreafing  his  own  happinefs,,  beyond  the 
neceffary  and  common  enjoyments  of  life,  by  any  other  medium,  than 
by  that  of  benefiting  his  fellow  creatures  ;-  and  the  true  policy  of  an 
individual  might  become  the  true  policy  of  nations,  were  national  policy 
fubfervient  to  reafon  and  religion. 

In  this  view,  no  language  can  be  more  impolitic  and  irrational,  than: 

that 
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that  which  inculcates  the  exigence  of  the  natural  enmity  of  nations. 
W e know  that  the  wolf,  impelled  by  hunger,  becomes  the  natural 
enemy  of  weaker  animals  -y  but  man,  whofe  pafiions  ought  to  be  huma- 
nized in  the  fchool  of  Him  wdio  invariably  recommended  Peace  on 
earth , can  never  become  the  natural  foe  of  man.  The  different  habits 
of  nations,  and  the  variety  in  their  productions,  naturally  point  him  out 
as  the  friend  of  his  own  fpecies ; and  were  religion  of  ho  avail,  intereft, 
one  might  imagine,  would  urge  him  to  the  communication  of  mutual 
benefits. 

If  we  feleCt  an  example,  where  habit  has  rendered  the  language  of 
natural  enemy  familiar  to  national  prejudice,  even  France  might  be 
united  to  us  by  intereft  and  friendfhip,  were  we  to  encourage  a mutual 
intercourfe  in  trade,  inftead  of  interdicting  it  by  the  fevereft  reflraints, 
Whilft  fhe  takes  off  our  Woollens,  our  Hard- ware,  and  other  heavy 
articles  of  manufacture,  we  might  receive  in  exchange  her  Laces,  her 
Wines,  and  other  articles,  which  the  gaiety  of  the  people,  or  the  con- 
ftitution  of  the  foil,  feem  better  adapted  to  produce.  Mutual  intereft 
being  thus  created  by  nature,  and  eftablifhed  by  the  communication  of 
mutual  advantages,  we  fhould  become  natural  friends ; at  leaft,  that 
enmity,  to  which  fo  many  thoufands  have  been  facrificed,  would  no 
longer  exift. — Thus  I have  heard  Dr.  Fothergill  reafon  ; and  may 
his  fpirit  defcend  upon  the  rulers  of  the  earth  ! 

The  manufacture  of  our  fine  Laces,  which  is  carried  on  with  fuch 
fedulous  induftry  in  fome  parts  of  England,  and  particularly  in  Buck- 
inghamfhire,  fupports  indeed  many  poor  families ; but  the  employment, 
inftead  of  being  ultimately  beneficial,  may  really  prove  injurious,  neither 
fuiting  the  conftitution  of  this  country,  nor  the  genius  of  the  people  : 
thofe  engaged  in  it,  as  well  as  in  the  manufactory  of  gauzes.  See.  as  I 
am  informed,  already  appear  like  another  race  of  people ; that  vigour 
and  flrength  which  diftinguifh’d  the  labouring  poor  of  this  kingdom 
from  thofe  of  every  other,  is  funk  down  into  pallid  debility.  It  is  true, 
that  women  and  children  are  chiefly  occupied  in  thefe  fedentary  employ- 
ments; but  it  is  from  thefe  enervated  females  that  the  next  generation  is 
to  fpring  ! 

Even  in  the  contracted  fpirit  of  national  policy,  if  we  have  any  rivals 
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or  natural  enemies , it  cannot  be  true  policy  in  us  to  rob  them  of  thofe 
employments  that  debilitate  the  labourer, and  confequently  his  offspring; 
but  rather  to  encourage  among  them  fuch  fedentary  manufactories,  whilft 
in  return  they  exchange  our  wrought  iron,  and  other  products  of  ath- 
letic induftry,  which  at  the  fame  time  conduce  to  preferve  that  health 
and  vigour,  upon  which  perfonal  happinefs  and  national  ftrength  fo 
much  depend. 

When  a man  hath  diftinguilhed  himfelf  by  extraordinary  efforts  of 
genius,  and  gained  the  fummit  of  popular  fame,  we  naturally  with  to 
be  acquainted,  not  only  with  the  moft  interefting  circumftances  of  his 
life  and  character,  but  even  thofe  which  may  be  trifling  in  themfelves, 
and  which  by  no  means  would  bear  to  be  recorded,  did  they  refer  to 
perfons  of  little  fame  ; yet,  when  connected  with  a character  that  hath 
excited  our  admiration,  or  with  works  that  we  have  contemplated  with 
delight,  they  derive  a kind  of  adventitious  confequence  from  their  rela- 
tion, and  are  fought  after  with  more  avidity  than  greater  matters  of  leffer 
men*.  This  fentiment,  doubtlefs,  induced  the  writer  •f  of  “ An  Af- 
**  fedtionate  Tribute”  to  give  the  fubfequent  relation  of  Dr.  Fother- 
gill’s  drefs,  addrefs,  and  manner  of  living  ; which  I fhall  literally 
tranfcribe,  for  the  information  of  fuch  as  never  enjoyed  his  acquaint- 
ance. 

“ The  perfon  of  Dr.  Fothergill  was  of  a delicate,  rather  of  an 
extenuated  make ; his  features  were  all  character ; his  eye  had  a peculiar 
brilliancy  of  expreflion,  yet  it  was  not  eafy  fo  to  mark  the  leading  trait, 
as  to  difengage  it  from  the  united  whole.  He  was  remarkably  adtive  and 
alert,,  and,  with  a few  exceptions,  enjoyed  a general  good  ftate  of  health. 
— He  had  a peculiarity  of  addrefs  and  manner,  refulting  from  perfon, 
education,  and  principle  ; but  it  was  fo  perfectly  accompanied  by  the 
moft  engaging  attentions,  that  he  was  the  genuine  polite  man,  above 
all  forms  of  breeding. — I knew  him  well,  and  never  knew  a man  who 
left  fuch  pleaflng  impreflions  on  the  minds  of  his  patients. 

<e  His  drefs  was  remarkably  neat,  plain,  and  decent,  peculiarly  be- 
coming himfelf ; a perfedt  tranfcript  of  the  order,  and  I may  add,  the 

* Monthly  Review’s  vol,  Ixv.  p.  443.  f The  late  Dr.  William  Hird. 
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neatnefs  of  his  mind. — He  thought  it  unworthy  a man  of  fenfe,  and  in- 
confiftent  with  his  character,  to  fuffer  himfelf  to  be  led  by  the  whim 
of  fafhion,  and  become  the  Have  of  its  caprices. — But  this  impreflion 
upon  his  underftanding  was  much  (Lengthened  by  his  firm  attachment 
to  his  principles  as  a Quaker,  which  lead  ho  that  decent  plainnefs  and 
modefty  in  drefs,  which  may  be  prefumed  to  be  one,  at  lead,  amongft 
the  external  evidences  of  a fpirit  elevated  in  its  views  above  all  tranlient 
and  fublunary  things. 

“ At  his  meals  he  was  remarkably  temperate;  in  the  opinion  of 
fome,  rather  too  abftemious,  eating  fparingly,  but  with  a good  relifti, 
and  rarely  exceeding  two  glaftes  of  wine  at  dinner  or  fupper : yet,  by 
this  uniform  and  fteady  temperance,  he  preferved  his  mind  vigorous  and 
adtive,  and  his  conftitution  equal  to  all  his  engagements*.” 

Religion,  when  it  works  upon  the  heart,  and  fubjedts  the  paflions  to 
the  exercife  of  beneficence,  generates  all  thofe  attra&ive  graces,  which 
can  be  acquired  by  no  other  medium.  Rules  of  exterior  imitation  may 
be  delineated  with  the  elegant  pencil  of  a Chefterfield  ; but  the  purity 
of  the  heart  is  the  genuine  fource  of  true  politenefs  : for  that  religion, 
which  breathes  good-will  unto  man , whilft  it  refines  the  underftanding, 
and  foftens  the  affedtions,  begets  that  complacency  from  which  necef- 
farily  refult  thofe  amities,  and  that  unaffedted  politenefs,  which  alone 
fhould  form  the  gentleman ; fuch  as  the  Scholar  fliould  cultivate,  and 
the  Chriftian  recommend;  and  thefe  rendered  a Fothergill  beloved, 
refpedted,  and  illuftrious. 

But  the  time  was  approaching,  when  neither  temperance  nor  virtue 
could  exempt  our  valuable  aftbeiate  from  the  final  lot  of  humanity. 
For  a feries  of  years,  indeed  for  the  moft  part  of  his  life,  he  had 
enjoyed  good  health,  and  time  feemed  (lowly  to  diminifh  the  vigour 
of  his  body,  or  weaken  the  exertion  of  his  mind  ; but  it  was  perceptible 
to  thofe  who  were  much  with  him,  and  what  he  often  remarked  him- 
felf, that  fatigue  became  lefs  fupportable,  and  recruit  of  (Length,  in 
his  annual  retreats  into  Cheftiire,  was  of  late  years  more  (lowly  acquired. 
There  are  many  caufes,  befides  thofe  refulting  from  advancing  age, 

* Page  27,  28. 
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which  diminifti  the  conftitutional  vigour  and  vivacity  of  a feeling 
mind ; his  was  fenfibly  awake  to  all  the  endearments  of  brotherly 
affinity  : he  had  loft  his  youngeft  brother  Jofeph,  and  afterwards  his 
brother  Samuel,  both  of  Warrington  ; the  latter  my  paternal  Guardian, 
by  whom  I was  early  introduced  to  the  protection  of  the  phyfician  : it 
was  thefe  relatives,  and  others  in  the  vicinity,  that  firft  induced  him 
to  retreat  to  Lea-hall  in  Chefhire,  which  is  but  a few  miles  diftant  from 
Warrington.  Thefe  fucceffive  Ioffes  fenfibly  affedted  his  mind,  and  in- 
terrupted that  conftitutional  benefit,  which  he  had  formerly  experienced. 
From  this  time  many  of  his  letters  from  the  country  teftify  the  depth 
of  his  grief,  and  the  irreparable  chafin  of  enjoyment  which  he  had 
thereby  fuftained  : 

ghiis  dejiderio  fit  pudor , aut  modus 
cTam  chari  capitis  ! Hor. 

In  1772,  fome  months  after  the  deceafe  of  his  brother  Samuel,  t(  1 

have  been  obliged,”  he  remarks  from  Lea-hall,  “ to  write  many 
<f  letters,  which  I am  at  prefent  very  unfit  for,  or  any  thing  elfe : but 
“ I will  not  fpend  all  in  unavailing  complaints.  I meet  with  many 
“ things  to  put  me  in  mind  how  much  I have  loft ; and  I feel  fuch  a 
“ void  in  my  enjoyments  of  this  life,  as  reduces  my  wifhes  to  a great 
“ mediocrity  indeed 

In  a fucceeding  year  he  acquaints  me,  “ that  he  came  down  to 
<c  Lea-hall  much  opprefied  : and  now  I am  here,”  he  adds,  <e  I have 
“ enough  to  do  to  command  myfelf,  when  I recollect  my  brother, 
“ whofe  countenance,  counfel,  and  fympathy,  relieved  every  anxiety, 
“ gave  tafte  to  every  enjoyment ; but  I will  try  to  banifh  every  thing, 
“ but  a with  to  follow  him  through  the  remains  of  this  life,  with 
“ fubmiffion  to  every  difficulty,  and  gratitude  for  many  many  blef- 
“ fings  “f.” 

I have  the  rather  indulged  thefe  digreffions,  as  they  recal  to  mind  the 
virtues  of  my  deceafed  guardian,  the  want  of  whofe  counfel,  if  Dr.  Fo- 

* Letter  to  the  Editor,  anno  1772. 
f Ibid,  anno  1774. 
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T her  gill,  with  a comprehenfive  underftanding  rarely  to  be  equalled, 
could  fo  deeply  lament,  what  muft  the  public  have  fuftained  when  this 
god-like  man  was  no  more  ? for,  if  this  facred  appellation  may  be  ap- 
plied to  him  who  devotes  his  life  to  render  mankind  wifer  and  happier, 
I have  ample  fan&ion  for  adopting  it  on  the  prefent  occafion  ; and  more 
particularly  as  he  was  fo  nearly  connected  with  the  immediate  fubjeUi 
of  my  narration  * : but  the  progrefs  of  folicitude  upon  the  mind,  which 
is  not  the  refult  of  remorfe,  is  always  flow,  and  rarely  fatal ; and  the 
difeafe  under  which  Dr.  Fothergill  finally  fuffered,  was  certainly 
independent  of  this  fouree.  It  was  about  the  middle  of  November  1 778, 
that,  on  waking  out  of  a fhort  fleep,  a forcible  inclination  to  make 

* This  pious  man,  a little  before  his  death,  addrefled  the  following  expreffions  tq  fome 
of  his  relations,  when  they  took  leave  of  him,  previous  to  their  fetting  out  for  the  Yearly 
Meeting  in  London,  anno  1772. 

“ Our  health  is  no  more  at  our  command,  than  length  of  days  ; — mine  feems  drawing 
Ci  fad  towards  a conclufion,  I think:  but  I am  content  with  every  allotment  of  Provi- 
“■  dence,  for  they  are  all  in  wifdom — unerring  wifdom.  There  is  One  Thing'  which, 
ce  as  an  arm  underneath,  bears  up  and  fupports  ; and  though  the  rolling  tempeduous 
billows  furround,  yet  my  head  is  kept  above  them,  and  my  feet  are  firmly  edablilhed. — 
“ Oh  ! feek  it — prefs  after  it — lay  fall  hold  of  it. 

“ Though  painful  my  nights  and  wearifome  my  days,  yet  I am  preferved  in  patience 
and  refignation. — Death  has  no  terrors,  nor  will  the  grave  have  any  victory. — My  foul 
64  triumphs  over  death,  hell,  and  the  grave. 

“ Hu  (bands  and  wives,  parents  and  children,  health  and  riches,  mull  all  go  j — difap- 
64  pointment  is  another  name  for  them. 

“ I Ihould  have  been  thankful,  had  I been  able  to  have  got  to  the  en  fuing  Yearly 
44  Meeting  in  London,  which  you  are  now  going  to  attend,  where  I have  been  fo  often 
“ refrelhed  with  my  brethren  ; but  it  is  otherwife  allotted. — The  Lord  knows  bed  what 
“ is  bed  for  us  ; — I am  content,  and  refigned  to  his  will. 

44  I feel  a foretade  of  the  joy  which  is  to  come  ; and  who  would  wilh  to  change  fuch  a 

44  date  of  mind? 1 fhould  be  glad  if  an  eafy  channel  could  be  found,  to  inform  the 

44  Yearly  Meeting,  that  as  I have  lived,  fo  I lhall  clofe,  with  the  mod  unlhaken  afiu-- 
44  ranee,  that  we  have  not  followed  cunningly-devifed  fables,  but  the  pure,  living,  eternal 
44  fubdance. 

44  Let  the  aged  be  drong,  let  the  middle-aged  be  animated,  and  the  youth  encouraged  ; 
44  for  the  Lord  is  with  Sion,  the  Lord  will  blefs  Sion  ! 

44  If  I be  now  removed  out  of  his  church  militant,  where  I have  endeavoured  in  fome 
meafure  to  fill  up  my  duty,  I have  an  evidence  that  I lhall  gain  an  admittance  into  his 
44  glorious  church  triumphant,  far  above  the  heavens., 

“ My  dear  love  to  all  them  that  love  the  Lord  Jefus.” 

9 


water 


XC1 


JOHN  FOTHERGILL,  M.  D. 

water  enfued,  but  without  the  power.  For  a day  or  two  preceding.  Tome 
heat,  and  an  unufual  difficulty  had  attended  : at  length  a total  fuppreffion 
came  on,  that  required  manual  abidance  for  upwards  of  two  weeks, 
which  was  fometimes  accompanied  with  excruciating  pain,  though  no 
lefs  than  two  hundred  drops  of  Thebaic  tinCture  had  been  given  in  the 
fpace  of  a few  hours,  without  much  relief.  In  the  height  of  his  didrefs 
I vifited  him,  and  found  him  calm  and  recollected  : he  defcribed,  with 
wonderful  ferenity  of  mind,  his  acute  mifery,  expreffing  a pious  and 
Chridian  refignation ; and  adding,  “ that  if  he  had  left  any  thing  un- 
“ done  which  he  wilhed  to  have  done,  it  was  perfecting  the  plan  of 
(t  Ackworth  School  ; and  likewife,  the  complete  arrangement  of  the 
“ rules  of  our  religious  Society.”  The  fird,  I have  already  intimated, 
was  an  undertaking  worthy  of  a great  and  illudrious  fage ; and  the 
latter  was  equally  arduous,  though  the  difficulty  could  be  known  only 
to  the  Society  intereded  in  it  : and  he  lived  to  accomplifh  his  ardent 
wiffies. 

In  the  commencement  of  December  of  the  fame  year,  he  was  able 
to  fee  his  friends;  and  foon  afterwards  the  importunities  of  the  fick 
forced  him  again  into  his  former  arduous  and  aCtive  life,  and  for  the 
fpace  of  two  years  he  enjoyed  his  ufual  degree  of  health,  at  lead  he 
rarely  complained,  and  he  certainly  was  equally  occupied  in  the  duties 
of  his  profeffion,  and  in  numerous  exertions  for  the  benefit  of  indivi- 
duals, and  of  the  community  ; for  he  never  feemed  fo  happy,  as  when 
he  was  rendering  others  fo. 

It  was  after  this  illnefs  that  he  vifited  Ackworth  School,  and  en- 
deavoured to  perfeCt  his  plan,  and  perpetuate  its  advantages  to  poderity. 
He  retired  as  ufual,  the  latter  end  of  the  year,  to  Lea-hall,  and  once 
returned  by  Buxton,  where  he  projected  thofe  improvements  in  that 
celebrated  refort  of  invalids,  already  hinted  at,  and  which,  as  I am  in- 
formed, are  now  carrying  into  execution. 

He  likewife  vifited  Knarefborough,  in  Yorkffiire,  after  many  years 
abfence,  “ to  pay,”  as  he,  with  filial  piety,  relates,  “ the  grateful  tribute 
“ of  a tear  at  the  fide  of  an  honoured  parent’s  grave. — =To  fee  that 
“ his  fepulchre  was  not  laid  wade  to  the  beads  of  the  field,  but  fecured 
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“ from  the  ravages  of  negledt,  was  to  us  (himfelf  and  filler)  a pleafing 
“ duty.  Firmly  perfuaded  that  we  had  not  the  leafl  caufe  to  mourn  on 
“ his  account,  and  nothing  left  more  becoming  us,  than  to  call  to 
“ mind  his  precepts,  and  his  example,  we  left  the  folitary  fpot,  with 
“ hearts  full  of  reverent  thankfulnefs,  that  fuch  was  our  father,  and 
tc  that  we  were  fo  far  favoured,  as  to  be  able  to  remember  him  with  gra- 
“ titude  and  affedlion 

But  the  firmefi  conflitution,  like  the  mod  perfect  eladic,  may  be 
extended  beyond  the  power  of  redoration.  It  was  on  the  12th  day  of 
December  1780  that  he  was  again  feized  with  a fuppreflion  of  urine, 
which  no  art  could  remove.  I faw  him  in  a date  of  acute  pain,  which 
feemed  almod  infupportable ; he  had  drength  enough  to  raife  himfelf 
up  in  bed,  but  with  fuch  extreme  third,  that  while  he  leaned  on  his 
Fight  arm,  he  held  in  the  left  hand  a glafs  of  wine  and  water,  to  mode- 
rate the  infatiable  third,  of  which  fluid  he  was  obliged  to  fip  after  every 
fentence,  in  order  to  enable  him  to  fpeak  : he  was  then  as  ferene  as  in- 
perfedt  health ; he  endeavoured,  indeed,  to  afifume  a degree  of  cheat*- 
fulnefs,  which  was  natural  to  him  when  well,  and  defcribed  his  com- 
plaints, and  their  probable  fatal  termination,  with  a pious  hope,  “ that 
“ he  had  not  lived  in  vain,  but  in  a degree  to  anfwer  the  end  of  his 
“ creation,  by  facrificing  intereded  confiderations,  and  his  own  eafe, 
“ to  the  good  of  his  fellow  creatures.”  Some  individuals  might  have 
envied  the  univerfal  edeem  he  acquired  by  his  virtues,  his  manners, 
and  his  fkill  in  healing;  and  all  may  admire  that  comfort  of  mind  which 
fudained  him  to  his  final  diffolution,  which  was  on  the  2.6th  day  of 
December  1780. 

A man  fo  long,  and  fo  refpedtfully  known,  dying  in  the  fummit  of 
celebrity,  and  furrounded  with  the  carefies  of  a numerous  acquaint- 
ance., mud  be  deeply  and  univerfally  regretted. 

Adis  of  friendfhip  to  the  deceafed  are  animated,  becaufe  thejr  are 
didntereded,  and  virtuous  minds  are  the  mod  ardently  difpofed  to  fulfil 
them  : but  to  prevent  the  inconveniencies  that  were  feared,  and  might 
refult,  from  the  crowd  that  purpofed  to  affemble,  to  pay  the  lad  offices 
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of  efteem  to  his  memory,  had  he  been  interred  in  London,  it  was 
judged  advifeable  to  carry  his  remains  into  the  country  j which,,  on 
the  5th  of  January  1781,  were  depofited  in  the  burial-ground  of  Winch- 
more-hill,  about  twelve  miles  from  town : neverthelefs,  upwards  of 
feventy  coaches  and  chaifes,  filled  with  friends,  attended  upon  this 
melancholy  occafion.  “ The  tender  remembrance  of  friendfhip  yet 
lives  in  every  bread; ; we  mourn  without  form  ; we  fee  and  feel  the 
void  his  fall  has  left,  and  which  only  time  can  mitigate,  and  a refig- 
nation  to  the  difpenfations  of  that  Power,  which  orders  all  things  with 
unerring  wifdom  and  goodnefs,  beyond  our  comprehenfion 


— —Quis  tali  a fando , 

‘Tempsret  a lachrymis  ?— 


VlRG. 
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Diflertatio  Medica 

INA  UGURALI  S, 

De  Emeticorum  Ufu  in  variis  Morbis  traEiandis ; 

U A M, 

Favente  Summo  Numine?, 

Ex  Audi or  it ate  amplijfimi  Senatus  Academici,  et  nobilijjimc. t 
Facultatis  Medico  Decreto ; 

Pro  G R A D U D O C T O R A T U S, 

SUMMISQUE  IN  MEDICINA  HONORIBUS  ET  PRIVILEGIIS,  RITE  AG  LEGITIME 

CONSEQUENDIS, 

Eruditorum  examini  fubjicit, 

JOANNES  F-OTHERGILL, 

ANGLO-BRIT  ANNUS, 

Ad  Diem  13  Augufti,  hord  locoque Jolitis, 


EDINBURG  T, 

M,DCC,XXXVI, 
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tJ’HE  following  Inaugural  Thefts  was  written  when  the  Author  was  little  more 
than  twenty-one  years  of  age , and  before  Baron  de  Haller  s immenfe  work  of 
Phyfology  made  its  appearance , and  dijfufed  new  light  upon  the  Nervous  Syfem. 

Publications , under  the  character  of  Juvenile  Attempts , do  not  always  afford 
conclufive  evidence  of  a rifing  and  fuperior  genius  ; they  are  too  frequently  the  pro- 
ductions of  indigent  individuals , who  are  always  to  be  found  in  colleges , and  who 
fubffi  by  the  indolence  or  ignorance  of  wealthier  ftudents , furnifhing  them  with 
performances  to  which  they  have  no  better  claim  than  what  the  mere  exhibition  of  their 
names  on  a title  page  gives  them.  But  whatever  merit  may  be  found  in  this  EJfay , 
I have  authority  to  fay , that  it  was  the  genuine  production  of  the  author,  under 
whofe  name  it  was  publifhed \ without  any  affifiance  either  in  the  matter  or  the 
compofition. 

The  JubjeCt  is  an  important  one , and  too  generally  interefting  for  the  Public  not 
to  wifh  for  a tranfation  of  it  into  Englijh , efpecially  as  mofi  of  the  Doctor's Jubfe- 
quent  pieces  were  originally  written  in  that  language. 
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V iris  pr ceclar is , 

Prceceptoribus  fuis  plurimum  colendis 

jfoANNi  Rutherford,  Med.  Dodt.  atque  in  Academia 
Edinburgenfi  Medi'cinae  theoreticae  et  pradticae  Pro- 
feffori : 

Andrew  St.  Clair,  Med.  Regio,  Medicinae  theoreticae  et 
pradticae  in  eadem  Academia  Profeffori : 

Andrew  Plummer,  Med.  Dodt.  atque  ibidem  Medicine 
et  Ghemiae  Profeffori  : 

Alexandro  Monro,  R.S.S.  et  in  eodem  Lyceo  Anatomiae 
et  Chirurgiae  Profeffori : 

NEC  NON 

Garolo  Alston,  Med.  Dodt,  et  Reg.  Rotanices  Profeffori : 


Ob  plurima  in  fe  collata  benejicia , hoc  fpecimen  inaugurate,  quod  exegit  mos 
laudandus  Academics , 

Omni  quo  par  eft  obfequio  et 
exijlimatione  ojf  'ert 


Joannes  Fothergill,  A,  &?  R> 
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Diflertatio  Medica 

I NAUG  URALIS, 

De  Emeticorum  Ufu  in  varus  Morbis  traSfandis * 
PROCEMIUM. 

OUUM  corporis  vigor,  mentis  acumen,  falus  perfefta  prsefens,  futuras 
ftabilimen,  vitae  conftantis  et  integrae  dulcedo,  magna  ex  parte  ventriculi, 
vifceris  praenobilis,  fata  fequantur ; nihil  arduum  aut  moleftum  ducebant  turn 
veteres  turn  recentiores  medici,  quo  minus  in  vado  efiet  tantse  utilitatis  nego- 
tium.  Experientia  gnari  fafti  fuerunt,  fi  fofpes  efiet  ventriculus,  minus  metuen- 
dum  efte  reliquis  ■,  eo  autem  male  fe  gerente,  incolumem  diu  haerere  totius  cor- 
poris fabricam  non  pofie.  Indies  quoque  compertum  eft,  quod  arthritis,  hy- 
drops, fcorbutus,  tabes,  infania,  febrefque  peflimas  (et  ft  quae  graviora  mala  fu- 
perfint,  et  hominibus  infenfa  magis,)  rarius  attollunt  capita,  illsefo  interim  ven- 
triculo  : et  ft  forte  nafcantur  aliunde,  faeviunt  eo  magis,  quo  magis  a fanitate 
recedit  princeps  hasc  animalis  officina.  Hinc  itaque  liquet,  quantum  naturte 
miniftris  incumbit,  ejus  incolumitati  enixe  profpicere.  Ipftus  autem  ventriculi, 
ejufque  contentorum  vitia,  turn  et  morbi  exinde  nati,  quorum  fibrae  altius 
haerent,  opem  fepe  pofcunt,  quae  depletione  tentatur  neque  ad  culpam  horum 
delendam,  prognatafque  labes  eradicandas,  felicius  adhibetur  ftepiftime  reme- 
dium, quam  evacuatio  per  vomitum  fada,  Hac  unica  intendone  adeo  cele- 
brata  fuit  Emefis  apud  veteres  medicinas  patronos  ut  etiam  fanis,  fi  fani  per- 
ftare  voluiflent,  hoc  medicinae  genus  praefcripferit  (a)  Hippocrates,  quod  fepius 
repetendum  fuaftt,  licet  afpera  et  intradabilia  admodum  efient  medicaments 
vomitoria,  veteribus  familiaria  * nec  certe  fine  decumbentium  faftidio,  vel  me- 
dicorum  follicitudine,  porrigenda. 

PARS  P R I M A, 

i.  UST  autem  vomitus  ea  ventriculi,  diaphragmatis,  et  mufculorum  ab- 
dominaliurn  adio,  qua  illius  contenta,  quafi  inter  prada  comprefta,  vi 
magna  furfum  per  os  rejiciuntur.  Horum  ft qu idem  vifcerum  comradione 
(a)  Hippocrates  de  dlata,  lib,  3,  & alibi  pailaa. 
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furfum  urgentur  omnia  in  abclomine  contenta  vifcera,  conftringitur  inde  pylo- 
rus, dum  quse  in  ventriculo  hseret  materies,  illius  (a)  et  ambientium  vi  muf=- 
culari  in  orificium  ejus  fuperius  imprelfa,  illud  diktat,  et  per  contradtas 
cefophagi  fibras  longitudinales  facilem  fibiparat  exitum. 

2.  Stimulus  quicunque  validus,  ventriculo  inditus,  ejufque  nervis  applicatus,.- 
adtionem  hanc  incitare  poll  eft,  ob  commercium  quod  obtinent  ventriculi  nervi 
cum  eis,  qui  mufculis  abdominalibus  et  diaphragmati  inferviunt. 

3.  Copia  etiam  ingeftorum  nimia  atque  moles,  licet  haud  alio,  faltem  parum 
ingrato  potiantur  aculeo,  naufeam,  deinde  vomitum  excitare  queunt  j cujuf- 
modi  funt,  aqua  egelida,  aromatibus  imbuta,  fuaviaque,  nec  nort  dapes  illae 
quse  guftui  fummopere  blandiuntur,  avide  et  line  norma  deglutitae  ■,  quicquid' 
porro  nervos  ventriculi  irritat,  aliave  aliqua  ratione  squabilem  horum  li- 
quidi  fluxum  perturbat  admobum,  vomitionem  ciet;  qualia  funt  capitis  con- 
tufio  vel  concuflio  vehemens,  jadcatio  in  nave  vel  rheda  inaffuetis,  valida 
imaginatio,  live  rei  cujufdam  injucundas  memoria ; hsec  enim  aliaque  fimilia 
delicatulos  fummo  urgent  quandoque  faftidio  vomituque, 

4.  Attamen  compertum  eft,  objedta  omnia,  ftimulo  licet  prasdita,  haud  seque  ' 
certo  vires  fuas  in  ventriculum  vicinaque  exerere,  fed  nunc  per  unum  ex 
emunctoriis,  nunc  per  alterum,  promovere  fecelfum  : quaedam  itaque  quae 
fere  perpetuo  vomitum  producere  conftabat,  quaeque  prae  cseteris  huic  muneri 
obeundo  maxime  accommodata  elfe  docebat  experientia,  in  unicumhunc  ufum 
fepofuit  vetullas.  ’Eps-nx*  hsec  appellabant  Grasci,  vomitoria  Latinis  audiunt. 

5.  Mancus  verb  fuit  horum  apud  veteres  catalogus,  licet  amplus ; pauca 
enim  vomitoria  cognita  habuerunt,  quae  non  acerba  admodum  et  inclementia, 
vel  lenia  prorfus  et  invalida,  comperiuntur ; 11  modo  fimplicia  eadem,  eifdem 
infignita  titulis,  apud  nos  hodie  proftant,  ac  apud  iftos  olim  : uti  cuique  pate- 
bit,  antiquorum  fcripta  evolventi,  Veratrum  aliquando  lethale  fuit,  infida 
quoque  aliorum  adtio.  Non  mirum  itaque,  fi  morbo  graviore  torqueri,  vel 
ad  aliud  quodcunque  fubfidii  genus  confugere  maluerint  aegroti,  quam  durum 
et  immite,  vel  lenius,  at  incertum,  faepe  infrudtuofum,  experiri  medicamen  : quo 
contigit  ut  abllerritus  quandoque  seger,  medicum  abhorreret  ■,  medicus  pariter 
medelam,  qus  tanta  pollicita  eft,  propinare  dubitaret : unde  uterque  incom- 
modum  haud  leve  fsepius  tulit.  Atque  licet  Hippocrates  rationem  intellexerit 
temperandi  emetica  ; alii  tamen  multi,  minus  folertes,  fpe  fua  faspe  exciderunt. 
Neque  chemia,  quae  tot  prseclara  medicamenta  detexit,  ulla  fere  fuppeditat 
emetica,  quse  tenellis  et  delicatioribus  tuto  dare  licet : quin  et  dolebat  fuo 
tempore  Sydenhamus,  deliderari  adhucdum  emeticum  tutum , et  fatis  interim 
ejficax , quale  in  celebri  radice  Ipecacuanha  paffim  hodie  experiuntur  practici. 
Hujus  inftituti  non  eft,  fingula,  quae  vi  emetica  pollent,  recenfere,  horum  fal- 
tem clalfes  ratione  virium  indicalfe  fufhciat. 
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6.  In  lent  a i v ehementiora , et  fortiffma  vomitoria,  diftinguendi  hunc  evacuantium 
ordinem,  mos  quibufdam  obtinuit : nec  quidem  inepte  diverfa  enim  ifra  fim- 
plicia,  qus  ad  vortlitum  ciendum  hodie  ufurpantur,  commode  fatis  Tub  triplici 
hac  ferie  difpertiri  poffunt.  Nulla  tamen  fides  efficaciae,  fennbus  patefadcs, 
odori  faporive  videlicet,  habenda  eft : fed  experientise  foli  horum  credenda, 
diftributio.  - 

7.  Emetica  quse  lenia  appellantur,  gemini  funt  ordinis  ■,  1 mo,  Recenfentur  ea 
quse  mole  fua,  vel  irritamine  levi,  moii  unito,  flomachum  laceffunt  ■,  qualia 
funt,  aqua  tepida,  vifcofa,  faccharata,  meilita,  oleofa,  falita,  jura  pinguia,  in- 
fufa  these  viridis,  cardui  benedicti,  forum  chamaemeli,  aliaque  ejufmodi  plura, 
ex  diverfis  plantis  arornaticis  elicits  2 do>  Hucpertinet  emetici  cujufdam  for- 
tioris  dofs  refradta,  quae  ftimulo  gaudet  tam  valido,  ut  naufeam,  vomendique 
conatum  unum  alterumve  provocare  poffit,  nec  amplius  urgeat.  Ex  falium 
numero  hsc  plerumque  petuntur,  quse  humoribus  gaftricis  flatim  folvuntur,  et 
celeriter  undiquaaue  difperfa,  applicantur  nervis,  mox  furfum  rejiciuntur,  pe- 
nitufque  epotis  liquidis  eluuntur  foluta,  ut  brevi  quiefcant  omnia.  Filum  per 
cefophagum  trajedtum,  irritatio  guise,  per  pennam  oleo  madefadtam  ; idea  fafti- 
diens,  inaffueta  navis  agitatio,  currus  per  loca  afpera  ducti  conquaffatio,  animi 
denique  pathemata  leviora  huic  ordini  confentiunt.  Noviffime  tamen  memo- 
ratas  caufas  quibufdam  vomitiones  inducere  perquam  violentas  haua  diffiteor  j 
plerifque  vero  non  item,  neque  eos  diu  et  fortiter  fimul  moleftare  folent. 

8.  Fortiorum  claffis  fit  ex  prioribus  §7 . n.  2 do,  aucta  faltem  dofi,  vel  caufa ; 
aut  ex  iis  quorum  firmior  compages,  et  hinc  tardior  effectus,  fed  vehementior  : 
namque  emiffse  particulse  vellicantes,  paulatim  in  cryptas  plicafque  ventris 
rugofi  fefe  infinuant,  nervulis  adhserefcunt,  moleftiam  creant,  augentque,  nec 
ingeminato  vomendi  nifu,  velatis  fedibus  excutiuntur,  ufque  donee  eorum  vires 
repetito  opere  decoquantur ; hinc  emefis  protractior,  nec  non  vehementior. 
Medicamenta  pleraque  furfum  purgantia,  hodierna  praxi  maxime  ufitata,  huic 
claffi  addenda  funt,  uti  v.  g.  afarum,  ipecacuanha,  radix  raphani  rufticani,  fe- 
men  finapis,  fcilla,  horumque  varise  prseparationes,  combinationes,  ex  vegeta- 
bilibus.  Ex  metallicis  fales  quidam  Cherniy  progenies,  ut  vitriolum  Martis, 
et  falia  vitriolica  : fed  palmam  pr£  aliis  meruiffe  videnfur,  quae  ex  Venere  ac- 
quiruntur,  fal  fc.  cupri  ejufque  tinctura.  His  addendi  funt  tartarus  emeticus, 
et  quorundam  ex  ferie  fequenti  imminuta  dofs. 

9.  Fortiffma  nuncupare  licet  ea,  quse  ars  dogmatica  et  maxime  rationalis,  ob 
fevos  et  atroces  effectus  fsepius  expertos  evitat,  quseque  non  fine  imminente 
machine  periculo  exhiberi  poffe  perennis  docuit  obfervatio,  quse  rarius,  nif  ab 
audaci  medicaftro,  vel  in  morbo  quodam  acerrimum  pofeente  auxilium,  a me- 
thodico  prseferibuntur ; licet  inter  hanc  et  prsegreffam  claffem,  exquifitas  me- 
tas  apponere,  difficile  quidem  fit.  Plurima  hujufmodi  fuppeditat  vegetabile 
regnum : eminent  imprimis  x« lu  purgantia,  quorum  amplincata  dofis,  prsefer- 
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tim  fi  ex  refinofis  defumatur,  crudeles  vomitus  frequenter  excitat.  Refinofa 
etenim  humoribus  noftris  parum  mifcibilia  funt,  indiffoluta  cavo  ventriculi  ac- 
crefcunt,  fummos  concitant  dolores,  Ipafmos,  et  immanes  per  fuperiora  depie- 
tiones  : evincunt  hoc  cruciatus  ifti,  qui  segrotis  fuperveniunt  poll  ingeftamr 
jalapi  refinam,  aut  ejufmodi  quodpiam,  non  rite  per  attritum  folutum,  vel 
mifcibile  alia  quavis  ratione  fadtum  j dum  forte  nativo  fuo  fapone  fraudantur 
humores  inquilini,  et  aquofa  pituita  plena  font  omnia.  His  annumerari  poffunt, 
helleborus  albus,  tithymali  fpecies  nonnullse,  nicotiana,  et  plantse  alise  permultae 
deleieria  didtae  : claffem  augent,  ftibiata  acriora,  et  ilia  quoque  emitica  quse  dat 
Mercurius,  una  cum  plerifque  metallicis  venenatis. 

10.  Ex  tradita  hadtenus  defcriptione  liquet,  i mo,  Vomitum  excitari  non  poffe,. 
fine  quodam  aculeo  (intelligi  velim  omne  id,  quod  liquidi  vitalis  fluxum  live 
nervorum  adtionem  mutare  queat)  fyftematis  nervofi  regioni  cuidam  applicato. 
ido , Quod  ex  illius  in  nervos,  horumque  in  mufculos,  § i.  adtione,  neceffario 
fit  contentorum  gaftricorurn  evacuatio,  denique  3/20,  Quod  haec  neutiquam 
evenire  pofilnt,  fine  partium  quarundam  compreflione  forti,  aliarum  ingenti 
concufilone,  et  infigni  corporis  univerfi  motm  Lenifiimse  etiam  vomitioni  hsec 
femper  adfunt  : crefcunt  ut  extenditur  emetici  potentia,  et  adaudto  ftimulo, 
ufque  in  fabricse  ruinam  evehi  pofifunt. 

11.  Quum  itaque  praefatse  conditiones  nunquam  non  ’E/*EVn  conjunguntur, 
quum  ab  hifce  omnino  pendeant  pleraeque  ex  iis  mutationibus  quas  ab  emeticis 
fperantur,  producuntur  effedtus  horum  ex  triplici  ilia  caufa  nafcentes,  quinarri 
fint,  rimaturus,  his  qusefitis  refponfa ’expediam  5 fcil.  Quid  valeat  emeticum,, 
quatenus  eft  ftimulus  ? Quatenus  evacuet  ? Quatenus  denique  vi  fua  mechanica- 
totum  corpus  afficere  queat  ? 

PARS  SECUNDA'. 
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12.  J^ULLA  adhuc  inftrumenta  in  corpcre  animali  invenit  anatome,  quse 
ftimulorum  objedta  proprie  exiftimari  poffunt,  prseter  ipfos  nervos  ; 
qui  effedtus  horum,  quales  quales  fint,  primario  patiuntur,  aliafque  ad  partes 
propagant,  uti  multiplicibus  conftat  experiment^  : hscc  enim  docent,  quod  non 
modo  in  ipfo  pundto  cui  irritans  applicatur,  mutatio  accidit  ■,  quin  et  .ad  nervi 
fontem,  terminum,  rarnorum  pullulantium  fines  derivator  effedtus,  nec  non  ad 
furculos,  oppofitam  corporis  plagam  luftrantes,  a caufa  licet  diverfa. 

13.  Effedtus  imprimis  funt,  energise  vitalis  ad  partem  ita  affedtam  accellio 
major,  in  aliis  ejufdem  diminutio ; et  perdita  demum  sequabilis  lenifque  ejus 
divifio,  curfu  magis  accelerato,  turbatoque  fimul.  Hsec  verb  omnia,  gradus 
refpedtu,  diverfa  futurafunt,  et  plus  minufve  confpicua,  prout  caufae  laceffentis 
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eft,  vel  deftrubtione  caufae  ftimulantis,  vel  alterius  applicatione  parti  adverfae  y 
fie  etenim  reftituto  asquilibrio  folvitur  morbus  fpafmodicus. 

18.  Effectus  memorati  §13.  nervis  praecipue  et  mufeulis  cohtingunt.  Alii 
tamen  et  diverfi  vicinas  faepe  partes  corripiunt,  uti  dolor,  cutis  rubedo,  calor  ; 
humorum  affluxus,  tumor  ■>  vaforum  eompreflio,  obftrubtio ; horumque  def- 
trublio,  fuppuratio,  gangrsena.  Haec  internis  juxta  et  externis  corporis  parti- 
bus  eveniunt. 

1 9.  Generales  aculeorum  virtutes  habtenus  enarratas  poflidet  remedium  de 
quo  nunc  agitur.  Hoc  tamen  fibi  fere  proprium  obtinet,  quod  emeticorum 
abtioni  certiores  plerumque  limites  prasferibere  liceat,  quam  interno  cuivis 
ftimulanti  remedio.  Hsec  enim  quandoque  frangunt  repagula,  fasviuntque 
ferocius  quam  expedit,  vel  fegnius  agunt  ■,  dum  emetici  vis  ad  votum  fere 
evehi  vel  reprimi  poteft,  ft  atrocifiima  tantummodo  excipias  venena. 

20.  Ex  dibtis  [§  13.  ad  20.]  patet  quid  valeat  emeticum  quatenus  eft  ftimu- 
lus.  Inftgnes  equidem  prseftat  effebtus,  e quibus  eminent  fequentes.  Lenior 
apoplexiae  fpecies,  qus  ab  inerti  frigidaque  pituita  nafeitur,  ft  modo  a caufa 
recente,  nec  corpore  valde  fenili  accidat,  emetico  prudenter  exhibito  faspe 
folvitur  : inde  ftquidem  crafta  fubiguntur,  excutiuntur ; aperiuntur  nervorum 
ofcula,  horum  tramites  expediuntur,  incitato  ftmul  torpefeentis  fanguinis  motu. 
Similes  in  ftmili  paralyft  prasftat  effebtus. 

Pueris  frequens  eft  morbus  epilepfia,  ab  acri  quovis  rodente  nervos,  eofque 
vellicante.  Adultis  faspe  contingit  ab  eadem  caufa,  turn  et  affebtionibus  animi 
gravioribus,  a dolore  ftevo  membra  cruciante,  a turbato  fpirituum  fluxu,  qua- 
lis  hypochondriacis  et  hyftericis  familiaris  eft.  In  his  cafibus,  ft  mobilis  fit 
mali  fomes,  iterato  vomitorio  excutitur. 

Membrana  ifta  mufculofa,  quae  tracheae  fegmenta  cartilaginea  fibi  invicem 
adnebtit,  ex  fibris  conflatur  mufculofis  contrabtilibus  fpafmo  obnoxiis,  in  his 
prascipue  quibus  genus  nerveum  eft  mobile  nimis.  Nibtu  oculi  faspe  con- 
ftringuntur  fibras,  adducuntur  fibi  mutuo  cartilagines,  pertinaciter  elongationi 
folitas  repugnant,  crebros  trahit  fpiritus  seger,  avide  captat  auras,  profunde 
gemit,  tan-dem  labore  fatigatus,  et  mox  angori  fuccubiturus,  prae  defebtu  fpi- 
rituum folutum  fentit  fpafmum,  explicatur  pebtus,  et  vivere  de  novo  mifer 
exorditur.  Quid  prohibet  quin  fubito  propinata  dofis  falis  vitrioli,  cupri,  hu- 
jufve  tinbturas,  quae  irritando  ventriculum,  ciendo  vomitum,  fpirituum  iter 
tramitemque  mutando,  tumultus  hofee  fedet  ? omni  certe  vacat  periculo. 

Ubi  fanguis  earn  nancifci  indolem  incipit,  quae  apud  veteres  atra  bills  dibta 
eft,  ubi  funbtiones  naturales  labafcunt  propter  fpirituum  abfentiam  ; quando 
quofdam  tantummodo  nervos  inique  petunt,  hi  certos  duntaxat  mentis  corpo- 
rifve  abtiones  exercent ; vix  prasftantius  exhibetur  remedium,  quam  emeticum 
certis  cautelis  moderatum,  ut  poftea  dicendi  erit  occafto. 

In  morbis  fpafmodicis,  aliifque  plurimis  nervofi  ordinis,  qui  proventum  ab 
inertia  et  languore  chylopoieticwn,  ducere  videntur,  plurimum  prodeffe  vifa 
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funtemetica.  Chorea  Viti,  malum  certe  paucis  hujufmodi  pertinacla  fecun- 
dum,  vires  tamen  hujus  remedii  (a)  quandoque  fatetur.  Atque  licet  fola  vi 
ftimulante  in  his  morbis  non  juvent,  ea  tamen  plurimum  profunt,  fpirituum 
audtiorem  fluxum  verfus  organa  follicitando,  quae  penuriam  patiuntur,  quaeque 
exinde  deveniunt  morbis  opportuna. 

In  malis  denique  plerifque  chronicis,  quum  pituita  crafTa  defefque  habitum 
obtundit,  ignavius  hac  obfita  vibrant  folida,  fluida  jam  vifcida  difficilius  pro- 
pelluntur,  perditae  vel  depravatae  facilitates  univerfae  liquidi  vitalis  inopiam 
fegnitiemve  demonftrant,  uti  in  glutine  vel  acore  fpontaneo ; emetica,  licet 
curationem  haud  abfolvant  qua  ftimuli,  aliis  tamen  remediis  palmam  pr^ri- 
piunt  j praefertim  fi  ad  reliquos  vomitorii  effedlus  refpiciamus. 

2i.  Adtionis  iftius  § iB.  alter  effedlus  eft,  fiuidorum  tenuiorum  feftinata  fe- 
cretio  ; qu£e  duplici  ratione  comparat  ’Ep sdio-pa  ■,  primo,  motum  fanguinis  in- 
tendit  in  vafis  majoribus,  horum  crebriorem  et  fortiorem  in  fluida  readlionem 
excitando,  attenuationem  conciliando,  et  hinc  feceffui  aptitudinem  ; dein  ipfis 
fecretionis  organis  prseparationem  expedit,  et  tranfitum  humorum  accelerat. 
Hinc  ab  eodem  ftimulo  diverfae  augentur  fecretiones,  prout  diverfimode  in 
hoc  vel  illud  organum  fecretorium  determinatur. 

PARS  TERTIA. 

De  Emeticorum  UJu , eva.cu.ando  produfto. 

22.  MET  I effedlus,  quatenus  evacuat,  in  duplicem  ordinem  partiri  abfo- 
num  haud  videtur,  i mus  eft,  Depletio  ventriculi,  contentis  furfum  re- 
jedtis.  2 dus,  Aliarum  partium  excretio  audla  per  conatus  vomendi.  Quum 
verb  haec  pro  caufa  proxima  haud  agnofcat  vomitorium,  inter  effedlus  quos 
mechanice  praeftat  emefis  commode  magis  recitari  poteft,  atque  evacuatio  uni- 
verfalis  appellari  meretur  : altera  particularis,  five  eorum  expulfio,  qu^  jam 
in  ventre  ftabulantur,  vel  eoufque  per  aculei  vim  pelliciuntur  ■,  vel  denique 
per  dvxfyopYi v a viciniis  in  eum  advehuntur  ; de  qua  proxime  fermonem  inftituere 
jubet  bona  methodus, 

23.  Nocentia  per  os  ingefta,  aut  in  ventriculum  aliunde  delata,  promptam 
emetici  medelam  exigunt,  neque  ullum  novit  medicina  potentius  adjumentum, 
ad  prolem  horum  morbofam  radicitus  exftirpandam,  vel  ad  fymptomata  qutedam 
atrocia,  fata  hinc,  lenienda. 

24.  Ex  priorum  numero,  § 23.  ex  ingeftis  fcilicet,  cibi  potufque  in  cenfum 
merito  vocantur.  Sors  enim  vitae  ineludtabilis,  quamdiu  vitales  auras  carpi- 
mus,  hos  ^ffecit  neceffarios  ; rationes  fupprimo.  Et  materiei  diverfiffima 

(a)  Cheyne’s  Efiay  on  the  Gout,  p.  113,  Edit.  4. 
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indoles,  ex  qua  comparantur  alimenta,  et  a noftra  faspiffime  aliena,  quorundam 
incuria,  improba  aliorum  ventris  ingluvies,  denique  vetiti  aut  nocivi  appeti- 
tus,  error  in  efcarum  potuumque  deledhi,  et  menfurae  jufto  moderamine,  vitia 
induxerunt  ventriculo  multiplicia.  Hinc  ferax  malorum  progenies,  ftomacho 
ipfi  crudeles  minitans  dolores,  ultimifque  vaforum  anfradtibus  nocitura.  Quse 
fane  fingulatim  explicare  jubet  inceptum,  denegant  autem  temporis  angufti  li- 
mites.  Et  quidem  eis  excutiendis  operam  fruftra  navarem ; quum  penfum 
iftud  omni  numero  abfolutum,  veftrrs  fub  aufpiciis,  non  ita  pridem,  in  lucem 
prodiit,  in  differtatione  (a)  elegantr,  de  noxis  ex  cibi  potu/que  u/u  id  abufn 
oriundis . 

25.  Copia  ingeftorum  major  juffo  mala  parit  ibi  deferipta : his  levamerr 
afferre  folet  depletio  qus,  fi  aeger  fit  ?,  vomitoriis  facienda ; hac  enim 
ratione  citiffime  aufertur  materies  ventriculum  gravans,  et  praecavetur  ne  in- 
codti  alimenti  reliquiaram  pars  qusvis  in  corporis  interiora  ducatur. 

Vitiata  qualitas  idem  petit  auxilium,  dum  adhuc  in  cavo-  yentriculi  remanet 
materia  nociva,  aut  non  longe  ab  eo  propagatur.  Sic,  quae  nativa  gaudent 
tenacitate,  majore  quam  quae  domabilis  fit  per  corporis  vires,  fuum  fecuta  ge- 
nium  corrumpuntur,  abeuntque  in  dudtile  phlegma.  Eadem  res  eft,  ft  expultrix 
ventriculi  facultas  praepedita  fit,  ut  in  debilibus  faepe  fieri  teftantur  pradtici : 
tunc  enim,  licet  nec  copia  nec  qualitate  infigniter  vitiabili  gaudeantr  fponte 
tamen  labem  contrahunt  ingefta,  natam  ab  ipfa  mora  audtamque.  Hinc  pro- 
deunt  acrimoniae  diverfse  fpecies  ; hinc  muci  et  pituitae  tenacis  fcaturigo  : quae 
prout  fingulatim  dominantur,  vel  conjundtim  permifeentur,  adjuvante  hominis 
temperie  huic  illive  proclivi,  producunt  diverfa  et  nonnunquam  plane  atrocia 
fymptomata..  Sic  multiplices  appetitus  depravationes,  deletio  integra,  immi- 
nuta  vel  fublata  codtio  vel  incodti  corruptio,  haec  faepe  pro  fuis  caufis  proximis 
agnofeunt- 

Ex  ^groto  ipfo  facile  difeendum  erit  quid  praegrefium  fuerit  prsedifponens ; 
atque  hinc  patet  indoles  materiae,  et  quibus  utendum  remediis.  Vomitoria 
fomitem  exhauriunt,  caufam  proximam  funditus  eradicant : hifee  tamen  fobs 
non  fidendum,  fed  exhibitis  roborantibus  (inter  hsec  repetito,  poll  debita  inter- 
valla,  vomitu)  ima  de  ftirpe  tandem  morbus  reciditur. 

26.  Subftantiae  quaecunque  acres,  cafu  vel  induftria  in  ventrem  acceptae,  vel- 
medicament^  vel  venerji  titulo,  fi  moleftia  denunciet  fabricae  noxam  infidiari, 
citiffime  funt  expellendae,  et  per  ea  loca  praecipue,  quae  portam  dant  maxime 
periculis  immunem,  qua  emigret  hoftis,  intadla  aliarum  partium  fa-lute.  Si 
nulla  aut  parva  copia  tubum  inteftinalem  ingreflae  funt,.  emeticum  ceteris  re- 
mediis longe  praeftantius,  et  curationem  faepe  abfolvit;  neque  erit  ommittendum. 


(a)  Autore  Henrico  Tong. 
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etiamfi  portiuncula  tantummodo  haereat  adhuc  in  ventriculo.  Clafiis  prima 
§ 7.  amplam  prsebet  pharmaciam,  qua  plurimse  venenorum  fpecies  debellantur 
ct  expelluntur ; atque  fi  antidoton  univerfale  fit,  aqua  tepefadta  copiofe  in- 
gefta,  id  forte  fuppeditat.  In  dele6tu  tamen  horum  prudentia  opus  eft ; ex- 
pulfio  quandoque  haud  implet  vota,  quin  teners  partes  quibus  applicantur,  ab 
iftorum  injuriis  tuendse,  mitigandi  dolores,  et  veneni  ftevities  compefcenda, 
etiam  dum  citam  molimur  eje&ionem.  Hie  iterum  affumpti  natura  cognita 
medenti  auxilia  indigitat,  ad  infelicis  segri  levamen  tempeftivum  procurandum. 
Sic  falia  alcalica  diluta  toxicis  opponuntur  acidis ; faponacea  mifturam  con- 
ciliant  oleofis ; aquofa  Tales  quofeunque  dividunt,  fternuntque  vires ; acria 
retundunt  ea,  quse  oleo  vel  glutine  vifcofo  gaudent ; et  fic  de  casteris  exifti- 
mandum.  Confulat  ledtor  quse  de  hac  re  egregie  feripfit  (a)  Boerhaavius  in 
capitulo  de  antidotis. 

27.  Neque  tantum  per  emetica  fit  ingeftorum  evacuatio,  fed  et  humorum 
omnium  qui  in  ventriculum  deferuntur.  Proveniunt  illi,  vel  a vafis  ipfius 
ventriculi,  vel  vicinorum  : atque  equidem  nullibi  clarius  confpiciendus  pun- 
gentium  effedlus,  § 21  expofitus,  quam  in  hoc  vifeere.  Id  patebit,  ft  atten- 
damus  ad  nervorum  per  tunicas  ampli  ventriculi  difperforum  frequentiam,  ad 
glandularum  numerum,  earumque  munus,  ad  capacitatem  denique  vaforum 
quibus  hoc  vifeus  inftruitur,  molis  refpeftu.  Mollities  tunicarum  facilem  dat 
nervulis  introitum,  cavitas  fpatiofa  latam  exhibet  fuperficiem.  Hinc  nafeitur 
infignior  adtio,  five  gaftrici  liquoris  uberior  fecretio  ; quse,  quum  Temper  larga 
■fit,  fi  augeatur,  neceffario  totum  corpus  quodammodo  mutat,  humores  ferofos 
difpellendo,  exficcando  : et  hinc  alii  emeticorum  effeitus  pulchri,  in  morbis  a 
ferosa  vapidaque  colluvie  natis  ■,  ut  in  catarrho,  leucophlegmatia,  diabete,  et 
foedo  ifto  morbo  virginibus  exfecrato,  qui  ab  excretorum  colore  pallente 
nomen  accipit ; aliifque  hujufmodi,  de  quibus  in  fequentibus  fufius  di- 
cendum. 

28.  Finitima  ventriculo  funt  hepar  atque  pancreas.  Utraque  fua  fecreta 
fiuida  in  ejus  cavum  quandoque  immittunt  quas  vel  copia,  vel  acrimonia,  vel 
utraque  chylopoiefin  temerare  poflunt : bilis  fepius,  rarius  fuccus  pancreaticus, 
morbos  excitandi  reus  incufatur.  Bilem  culpabant  veteres,  ac  fi  morborum 
faevifTimorum  parens  eflet : hanc  fententiam  multi  inter  hodiernos  improbant, 
neque  bilem  efle  malorum  caufam  adeo  frequentem  contendunt.  Si  verb  pro- 
be patuiffet  his  quid  per  bilem  antiqui  voluerint,  faltem  ex  iis  fagaciores  haud 
temere  abjicienda  fuifte  eorum  dogmata  forfan  judicaftent.  Non  enim  folus  ille 
liquor  ab  hepate,  ejufque  vefica  fuppeditatus,  Bilis  titulo  infignitus  fuitj 
fed  totius  fanguinis  molis  pars  haud  afpernabilis,  et  ipfiffima  ilia  quse  recen- 
tiores  oleum  vulgo  appellant  quod,  ut  ex  chemia  difeimus,  seque  fertilis 


(a)  Inftitutiones  medlcse,  § 1119. 
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morborum  ftirps  hodie  exiftit,  ac  fuit  olim  fub  nomine  celebri  Bills  flavor. 
Verum  hie  agitur  de  bile  veflcularia  et  hepatica,  in  ventriculum  furfum  pro- 
pulfa,  vel  de  liquore  alio  quovis,  ibi  advena,  qui  fimilia  parit  incommoda  ac 
ipfa  bilis  ; et  tabs  eft  humor  oleofus,  interdum  vomitu  rejedus,  flavefeens, 
horrenda  dotatus  amaritie,  nec  unquam  pene  obliviftendo  fapore,  bilem  fere 
referens,  ft  folum  excipias  quod  bilis  in  igne  ardeat  nunquam,  hie  autem  inftar 
olei  finceri  flammam  concipiat,  ft  in  ignitos  carbones  evomatur.  Nafciturab 
oleofis  ingeftis,  loci  calore  mutatis  in  illuviem  hanc  ingratiflimam,  accedente 
gula  nimis  infatiabili,  ut  monet  Horatius, 

Nempe  inamarefeunt  epula  fine  fine  petit#  ; 

Illnflque  pedes  vitiofum  ferre  recufant 

Corpus. 

Et  vera  bilis,  atque  flavefeens  illuvies  ejus  aemula,  ftmiliter  hac  dote  gaudent, 
quod  fc.  ftagnatio,  in  loco  calido,  acriores  et  magis  horrendas  utrafque  facit : 
eadem  pene  ratione  ac  oleum  quodcunque  tepore  leni  et  diuturno  fotum,  a fa-* 
pore,  blandifiimo,  odore  non  inftgni,  colore  fubflavefeente,  tranfit  per  diverfos 
corrupted  gradus  ad  fummum  ufque  putredinis  faftigium,  tandemque  max- 
imam  guftui  acredinem  induit,  exhalat  mephitim  olidiflimam,  et  nigredine 
deformi  ferit  oculos.  Similia  plane  patitur  utraque  mox  fupra  deferipta  bilis, 
iifdem  fubjeda  legibus,  ubicunque  in  corpore  congefta,  donee  fuam  promovet 
expulftonem  irrequietus  hofpes.  Aliter  enim  diris  et  acerbis  doloribus,  tor- 
minibus,  naufeis  atque  vomitibus,  poenam  non  finientibus,  fed  ad  mortem 
ufque  vexantibus,  excruciatur  miferandus  ^ger ; pnefertim  ft  temperies  ho- 
minis  calidior,  fobs  ardor,  vidus  denique  rancefcens,  aut  fermentefeens,  pa- 
bulum flammamque  pr£ebuerint.  En  cholera ! morborum  teterrimus  : febris 
accenditur,  inflammantur  vifeera,  laboribus  fuccumbunt  proftratte  vires',  et 
nift  aflideat  ledo  Sydenhamus  alter,  obrepens  in  vifeera  gangraena  duros  cum 
vita  terminat  labores.  Intra  confinia,  qu^  emetici  vim  fuftinent,  materies 
fedem  habet,  qute  caufa  morbi  eft.  Indicatur  ablatio  caufas  ■,  cur  non  eme- 
ticis,  aut  deorfum  purgantibus,  vel  utrifque  tentatur  egeftio,  cum  in  primis 
viis  adhuc  ftabuletur  ? Haud  fane  immerito,  in  tanta  morbi  feritate,  horum 
ufum  repudiant  medici  prudentes  : nam  utcunque  frudus  perplurimum  in 
aliis,  vel  in  inferiore  ejufdem  morbi  gradu,  prseftat  hoc  vel  iftud  medicamen  ; 
in  violenta  tamen  cholera,  loris  quam  ftimulis  magis  utendum  eft,  ut  facile 
attendenti  patebit.  Acer  enim  et  inflammans  ifte  liquor,  abrafo  prius  omni 
muco  gaftrico,  et,  quoufque  pertigerat,  inteftinab,  nudis  applicatur  nervis, 
fevos  excitat  dolores,  fpafmos  fortes,  pertinaces,  febrefque  adurentes  in- 
cendit  j vomitu  perpetuo  evocatur  mucus  fuperftes,  caufa  provehitur,  et  con- 
tinuato  emetici  impetu,  redupbeantur  effedus  horrendi.  Licet  etenim  mi- 
nimo  polieat  aculeo,  hie  tamen,  qualis  quabs  eft,  hofti  indigenas  addit  vires, 

q ftimulus 
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ftimulus  ftimulo  committitur,  et  horum  fociato  nixu  perit  seger.  Si  ad  hoc 
ftadium  morbus  non  attigerit,  neque  fpem  occidunt  mali  ominis  fymptomata, 
ut  curationem  vomitoriis  tentemus  jubent  omnia.  Rei  cardo  eft  deledlus  me- 
dicamenti  peritus.  Nec  bilis,  nec  oleofa  materies,  five  bilis  altera,  omni  fluido 
promifcue  unitur ; hoc  refpuit,  illud  verb  fequitur  petitque.  Quod  itaque  ad 
mifturam  parandam  maxime  idoneum  eft,  iftud  ufurpandum  ; indolis  morbi 
cognitas  habita  interim  ratione,  cui  Temper  opponi  debet  auxilium.  Hinc  fac- 
charata,  mellita,  faponacea  acefcentibus  permifta,  ea  omnia  quoque  § 7.  n.  1. 
recenfita,  qute  mole  fua  plufquam  erethifmate  quovis  agunt,  pras  caeteris  con- 
ferre  videntur. 

“ Quandocunque  bilis  vacuanda  eft,  inquit  “ (a ) Foreftus,  poft  jufcula 

multa,  vel  poll  potationem  liberalem,  provocandus  eft  vomitus  ; nam  bilis 
“ ut  oleum  his  fupernatat,  et  ob  id  facilius  evacuatur  : adde  quod  acrimonia 
“ ejus  temperetur  mixtione  harum  potionum.”  Norma  certe  in  voariitionibus 
biliofis  fanandis  nunquam  non  obfervanda ; neglebla  quippe  peftima  quan- 
doque  profert  incommoda.  Catharticum  temere  ingeftum  corruptte  materije 
partem  abripit  ad  inferiora,  forte  et  in  fanguinem  defert : hinc  iterum  novte 
miferise. 

29.  Tanta  liquoris  pancreatici  diluvies  occurrit  raro,  quse  folitaria  mor- 
borum  caufa  queat  haberi,  natos  tamen  augere  poteft : quum  enim  in  fanitate 
larga  adeo  fit  ejus  fecretio,  ut  Brunneri  experimenta  docent,  in  morbis  ex 
lympha  redundante  ortis,  deveniet  adhuc  copiofior,  hujufque  per  emeticum 
evacuatio  ferofam  colluviem  imminuet. 

30.  Febrium  accefiiones  naufea  et  vomitu  plerumque  ftipantur,  aliifque 
fymptomatibus,  quge  ventriculum  male  affici  fignificant.  Caute  tamen  erit 
diftinguendum,  an  ab  ipfo  vifcere,  an  ab  ejus  contentis,  oriatur  segritudo  : 
alia  enim  curatio  ventriculo,  cujus  membranse  vexantur  inflammatione,  alia 
corruptis  fordibus  gravato,  inflammatione  libero,  fubminiftranda.  Antiqui- 
oribus  haud  adeo  perfpeflum  fuiffe  videtur,  hoc  vifcus  morbis  iftiufmodi  sque 
efle  obnoxium,  ac  aliud  quodcunque  ; donee  Fredericus  Floffmannus  (b)>  in 
fuis  exercitationibus,  hoc  malum  fepius  obvenire  docuit,  quam  vulgo  creditur. 
Signa  pofuit  diagnoftica,  quibus  fcopulos  latentes  vitaret  medicus,  in  quos 
facillime  alioquin  impingeret  incautus.  Hsc  omnia  pro  fuo  more,  cum  largo 
foenore  in  libello  de  cognojcendis  et  curandis  morbis  expofuit  Boerhaavius,  niti- 
damque  medendi  methodum  illi  attexuit.  Ab  iftarum  commotionum,  quse  in 
febris  initio  toties  ventriculo  fuperveniunt,  veri  fontis  infeitia,  lites  iftse  fo’lli- 
citse  inter  prablicos  agitats,  de  emeticorum  frublu  in  hifee  trablandis  enato, 
profluxerunt.  Adverfus  horum  utilitatem  hi  ftrenue  arguunt,  effebtuum  exi- 
tialium  aclducunt  teftes,  et  fronte  torvo  vituperant  ufus.  Alii  fuccefius  fa- 

(a)  Forefti  obferv.  lib.  xviii,  obf.  3.  (b ) F.  HolFman.  Difiertationum  Decad.  1. 
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lutares  ad  fidera  tollunt,  nec  minus  indubitatam  hiftoriarum  fidem  appellant, 
ad  fuas  partes  firmandas.  Et  quidem  facile  liquet  neutros  a veritate  penitus 
aberrafie.  Quantos  etenim  cruciatus  induceret  vomitorium  ventriculo,  cujus 
vafa  fanguine  craffo  turgent,  et  infarciuntur  ;•  cujus  diftradi  nervi,  levifiimo 
contra  ingefta  collifu,  atroces  patiuntur  dolores  ; cujus  denique  tunicae  dif- 
tenfae  tumore,  duritie,  atque  dolore,  phlegmonem  verum  in  corporis  exteriori 
natum  omnino  referunt.  Quantas  itaque  clades  in  hoc  rerum  fitu  editura  eft 
operatio  cum  tanta  violentia  conjunda  ? S^pius  autem  vitia,  ab  inclufis  con- 
tentifque  produda,  moleftiarum  autores  exiftunt : tunc  fane  laude  dignos 
praeftat  effedus,  et  Hippocratem,  Jjydenhamum,  et  clarifiimos  quofque  in  arte 
viros,  ufum  eorum  fancientes  habemus  ; nec  non  et  ratio  fuffulta  praxi  idem 
effatur.  (a)  C(  Si  vomitus,  ait  Sydenhamus,  vel  inanis  aliqua  vomendi  pro- 
“ penfio,  interturbaverit  aegrum,  medicamentum  emeticum  omnino  praefcriben- 
“ dum  erit.”  “ Namque,  ut  teftatur  (b)  Hippocrates,  fi  quis  homini  vomenti 
tc  aquam  multam  bibendam  dare  velit,  IkjcXu o'S’ritr tr xi  x Ipta  <rvv  tw 
“ wutw  fj.iv  to  £,u£«v  o iy.tTo;  znx.-jtTcu.”  Nec  folum  hoc  commodum  fcenera- 
tur,  quinetiam  et  medico  et  aegrotanti  per  totum  morbi  decurfuum  qusftui 
ingenti  erit,  uti  ex  Sydenhamo  difcimus.  (c)  c<  Sane  vomitorium  propinare, 
“ ubi  iftiufmodi  praegreffa  eft  vomendi  proclivitas,  adeo  eft  neceffarium,  ut  nifi. 
“ humor  ille  expellatur,  in  fentinam  complurium  malorum  difficiiium  lit  abi- 
“ turus,  quae  crucem  figent  medico  toto  durante  medicationis  tempore,  aegrum- 
“ que  in  haud  leve  periculum  conjicient.  Ex  horum  praecipuis  et  maxime  fo- 
“ litis  eft  Diarrhcea , quae  ut  plurimum  in  defervefcentia  febris  confequitur,  quo- 
“ tiefcunque  emetica,  quando  ea  fuadebat  indicatio,  omilfa  fuere. — Porro 
<c  etiam  compertum  habebis,  etiamfi  proclivitas  ilia  ad  vomendum  jam  pridem 
“ praeterierit,  diarrhceam  tamen,  quamprimum  vomitorium  exhibueris,  ple- 
“ rumque  ceftaturam,  dummodo  emetico  ferendo  pares  fuerint  aegri  vires.” 
Nec  fane  teterrimum  rerum  confpedum  vir  egregius  delineavit;  namque  pu- 
trida  hsec  materies  in  ventriculo  itagnando  magis  putrida  evadit,  perque  bi- 
bula  vaforum  orificia,  vacua  jam  per  calorem  et  liquid!  jaduram  reddita,  in 
fanguinem  ducitur,  fordibus  malignis  cruorem  polluit,  et  febrem  omni  numero 
iaeviorem  1 edd.it ; quae  cunda  feliciter  anticipata  fuiflent,  fi  vomitorium,  quam- 
primum fe  patefecit  haecce  propenfio,  fyjfiet  exhibitum.  De  emeticorum  de- 
ledu  monitum  hie  quoque  repetendum  erit,  fcil.  quod  ea  eligamus,  quae  for- 
dibus abiuendis  aptifuma,  quae  harum  indoli  adverfentur,  eamaue  mutent  vel 
corrigant  j quae  denique  diluents  vicem  geranr,  fi  forte  (quod  pote  eft) 

(a)  Sydenham,  de  morbis  acutis  $ i.  cap.  4. 

(b)  Hippocrates  de  locis  in  hojnine,  Claf.  zdx,  p.  16.  Edit.  Mer, 

(c)  Sydenhamus  ubi  fupra. 

por-tio 


De  Emeticorum  Ufu , &c.  17 

portio  aliqua  in  fanguinem  hauriatur.  His  intentionibus  arrident  claile  1 ma, 
§7.  memorata,  cum  nonnullis  ex  § 8.  decerptis  efficaciora  reddita ; oxymel 
fcilliticum  v.  g.  cum  radice  ipecacuanha ; haufto  dein  larga  manu  oxymelite 
fimplice,  above  liquore  tenui,  prout  res  nata  fit. 

31.  Dum  de  febribus  agitur,  cautelam  fas  eft  in  memoriam  revocare,  qus: 
apud  prafricos  plerofque  proftat,  nec  prasteriri  debet ; fell,  quod  in  omnibus 
morbis,  ubi  plethoram  adefte,  vel  ad  earn  elfe  vergentem  habitum,  fua  figna 
demonftrant,  et  fimul  asgri  conditio  vomitorium  poftulaverit,  fanguinis  miffio 
femper  praemittenda  eft  ; ne  fortaffe  iliud  ingens  conamen,  et  tetanus  momen- 
taneus,  vafa  diftenfa  rumpat ; vel  major  faltern  quam  par  eft  fanguinis  impetus 
ad  ea  loca  feratur,  in  quibus  refiftentia  minus  firma  vi  cedat  illatte  ; difrupta 
vafa  fua  liquida  fundant,  et  immediate  pereat  aegrotus  per  apoplexiam,  vel 
hsmoptoe,  vel  infanabili  inde  phthifi,  pulmone  labefaftato,  tandem  trucidetur; 
aliifve  vifeeribus  pariter  infradtis  e medio  tollatur.  Ilia  vomitio  videtur  op- 
tima quae  brevi  poft  fedam  venam  cietur  certius  enim  incommoda  evitantur 
a plenitudine  caste rtim  oritura ; certius  fimul  infequuntur  emetici  effetftus  fa- 
lubres,  praefertim  ft  ex  febrium  genere  fit  morbus,  qui  utrumque  expetit  auxi- 
lium.  Depleta  fiquidem  per  v.  f.  vafa,  cito  quandoque  de  novo  turgent ; vel 
ob  fanguinis  rarefaftionem,  vel  ejus  au£tam  molem  per  largos  potus,  in  quos 
ardor  et  fitis  asgrum  impellunt,  eadem  nafeuntur  ac  prius  incommoda  : nec 
ante  repetitam  v.  f.  exhibere  licet  emeticum,  quod  paucis  poft  primam  eva- 
cuationem  horis  tuto  fuiffet  propinatum. 

32.  In  febribus  intermittentibus  mirum  quid  exfequi  videtur  ITal^uo-i? 

quas  effedlus  quandoque  exhibet  teque  difficiles  explicatu,  ac  fere  ipfius  morbi 
natura.  Licet  enim  illius  fedes  prtecipua  fit  in  extremis  vafis  fanguiferis,  aut 
aliquando  forte  in  nervis ; humorum  tamen  evacuatio,  qui  in  alvo  colliguntOr, 
haud  minimi  eft  momenti.  Proftant  fiquidem  exempla  hominum,  qui  vomitu 
folo  curati  fuere  ; hoeque  vel  fpontaneo,  a benignis  naturae  aufpiciis  excitato, 
vel  arte  famulante  indufto : dum  interim  fanguinis  evacuatio,  nift  in  plethori- 
cis,  plerumque  obfit,  et  grave  medenti  taedium  pariat.  At  repetita  prudenter 
emetica,  corruptum  in  primis  viis  morbi  fomitem  fenfim  confumunt,  fubigunt, 
fanguinis  fiuxum  accelerant ; morbum  denique  vel  tollunt,  vel  tutam  expediunt 
febrifugo  viam,  quod  csteroquin  vel  morbi  fomitem  figeret  magis,  vel  eva- 
cuatione,  furfu m aut  deorfum  excitata,  proprias  fuas  perderet  vires. 

33.  Multiplices  affedtat  natura  vias,  per  quas  domitam  febrium  materiem, 
aptatamque  ut  per  portas  arte  cafuve  recludendas  eliminet,  iterumque  fanum 
corpus  reddat.  Nunc  per  emundtoria  certis  excretionibus  affueta,  per  falivam, 
vomitum,  feceffum,  fudores  aut  urinas  earn  ejicit : nunc  autem  ad  alia  minus 
idonea  loca  ddpumationes  emittit.  Tumores  ad  exteriora  nati,  aliaque  limilia 
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hujufmodi  funt.  (a)  “ ®ita  educere  oportet , quo  maxime  vergunt,  eo  duetto  per 
cc  ioce : convenient  in”  omnibus  eft  regula  bene  nota.  Si  per  falivam  febrem  ju- 
dicatam  fore  conftet,  manus  auxiliatrices  eo  funt  movendae.  In  vomitu  idem 
erit  praeftandum,  ft  criticum  eum  efle  novimus,  vel  a materia  excitatum  naturae 
inimica;  fedandum  verb,  fi  a ventrieulo  infiammato,  et  vomitus  vomitu  de- 
mulceri  nequit.  Eadem  res  eft,  ft  per  alia  qusevis  excretoria  egredi  tentet. 
Quo  diutius  enim  in  corpore  fiftitur  cotta  fluenfque  fanies,  eo  pejora  creat  in- 
commoda.  Trifte,  fed  verum  hujus  rei  prasbet  exemplum  febris  purulenta, 
qus  a reforpto  tabo  variolis  fepius  fupervenit,  fecundaria  plerifque  nuncupata. 
Nec  maligna  minus  eft  alius  cujufcunque  febris  acutas  materies  critica  pu- 
trefeens,  quae  inftantem  exigit  evacuationem.  Pr^ftb  adfunt  remedia,  fingulis 
evacuationibus  promovendis  deftinata : hasc  ufurpanda  prout  viam  monftra- 
verit  natura.  Advertendum  tantum  eft,  quod  uti  materies  morbi  cobta  per 
cutis  fpiracula  difflatur,  corrupta  labe  ufque  adeo  inquinata  ut  fanos  fepe 
polluat  j fimilis  tamen  ad  interiora  ventriculi  et  inteftini,  per  horum  exhalantia 
vafa  deponitur,  cathartico  nunc,  nunc  emetico  feliciter  auferenda ; ne  forfan, 
(b)  “ Qua  per  morbos  poft  judicationem  intus  relinquuntur , morborum  reverftones 
tc  faciant.  Atque  fuadet  ea  propter  Celfus  ( c)  j Vomit um pojl  febrem  eliciendum. 

34.  His  numerofum  morborum  agmen  liceat  adjicere,  qui  bona  et  eximia. 
multa  ab  hoc  fubfidio  mutuantur.  Pauci  enim  ex  chronicis  exiftunt,  qui  eme- 
ticorum  ope  non  indigeant ; fed  eorum  recenfio  particularis  ultra  metas  pro- 
traheret  orationem.  Morbi  enim  plerique,  puerilis  aetatis  affeclge,  diathefis 
rachitica,  ftrumofa,  faburra  vermium  fomes  nidufque,  vittus  errores,  atque 
fimilia,  fepe  emeticis  feliciter  emendantur.  Arthritis,  hydrops,  fcorbuti  fta- 
dium  clementius,  adultis  infefta,  quandoque  lenimen  ab  evacuatione  per  fu- 
periora  fafta  fentiunt ; chlorofis  et  fluor  albus  molliori  fexu,  eadem  fepe  pof- 
cunt  auxilia.  Catarrhus,  diarrhoea,  dyfenteria,  coeliaca  affebtio,  morbufque 
omnis  a ferofa  colluvie  natus,  vomitorii  commodum  agnofeunt.  Vix  opus  eft 
memorare,  quantum  ad  grandjevos  annos  comparandos  conducant,  idoneis 
intervallis  exhibita.  Hoaie  non  defunt  homines,  qui  veterum  confilii  me- 
mores,  licet  gufe  placends  parum  aediti,  nec  fcopis  indigentes  ad  reliquias 
crapularum  auferendas,  tanti  seftimant  vomitionem,  ut  bis  terve  per  menfem 
contrabtas  in  ftomacho  fordes  per  fuperiora  propellant,  llli,  qui  accuratam 
maxime  vivendi  normam  fervare  ftudet,  fepius  in  potu  vibtuque  errare  necefte 
. eft.  Hinc  ferius  ocyufve  culpa  ingruit  ventrieulo,  ibique  formatur  primo 
morbi  futuri  ftamen  : aegritudo  five  naufea  molefta  interdum  fentitur,  minuitur 
cibandi  defiderium,  aliaque  imminent  fymptomata,  varia  pro  genio  caufe 

(a)  Hippocratis  Aphor.  § i.-Aph.  2 x.  (1)  Idem.  S ii,  Aph.  12. 

(c)  Celfi  medicina,  lib.  iii.  cap.  7. 
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vitiique  diverfo.  Plerique  ftatim  ad  tindturas  celebres  plantis  amaris  aromati- 
cis,  fpiritus  ardentis  ope  elicitas,  confugiunt,  iftis  confidunt,  indulgent ; donee 
horum  Tub  jugum  miffi  torrefadtis  et  effoetis  vifeeribus  moriantur.  Nullum 
quidem  remedium  novimus,  quod  tot  tantaque  eis  polliceri  videtur,  qui  ad 
cruditates  generandas  a vitae  genere  fedentario  proclives  funt ; natum  enim 
morbum  aufert,  caufam  proximam  delet,  eradicat,  acorem  eluendo  quae  hanc 
plerumque  conftituit.  Iis,  itaque  qui  vitam  ftudiofam  degunt,  vel  quorum 
corporis  affedtus  exercitationes  motufque  prohibent,  qui  denique  artibus  utun- 
tur  fellulariis,  vel  qui  ob  aliam  quameunque  caufam  eifdem  malis  obnoxii 
vivunt,  iis,  inquam,  crebrum  emeticorum  ufum  commendarem. 

PARS  ULTIMA. 

De  Emeticorum  Ufu , a mochlicd  Jud  Virtute  petendo. 

35>rJ^ERTIUM  adhuc  fupereft  quaefitum  enodandum,  quid  fc.  emetica 
profint,  quatenus  vim  exercent  mechanicam,  et  virtute  mochlica 
expugnant  morbos  ? Qute  itaque  partes  afficiuntur,  quid  patiuntur,  quae  in 
reliquis  exinde  mutationes  producuntur,  et  in  toto  corpore  contingunt, 
proxime  ferutandum. 

36.  Contradtis  itaque  [§  1.]  mufeulis  abdominalibus  et  rigefadtis,  fere  inftar 
columnae  iftius  ofieae,  quae  pofteriora  tuetur,  vi  hujufmodi  nulla  movendae  ; 
compulfo  fimul  valide  diaphragmate,  cui  inferiiis  ofia  pelvim  conftituentia 
immobilia  opponuntur ; omnimodo  ventris  infimi  capacitas  anguftatur,  dum 
hinc  atque  hinc,  fuper  fubterque,  contenta  ejus  ardtiflime  conftringuntur ; nec 
pundtum  fere  in  tota  regione  abdominali  ingentis  preffurse  expers  reperitur ; 
cujus  vim  admodum  infignem  efie  teftatur  vehementia,  qua  furfum  exploduntur 
ventris  contenta  : certa  enim  fuadent  experimenta,  nullam  ineffe  ventriculo 
potentiam  contradlilem,  quae  ifta  pofiunt  exhaurire  ; donee  confpirans  fimul 
partium  modo  memoratarum  compreflio  fortis  evacuationem  integram  abfol- 
vat.  Tantae  ergo  violentise  vifeera  fubjedta  mollia  participes  fiunt,  unde  in- 
fignes  utilefque  effedtus  exfpedtandi. 

37.  Antequam  verb  harum  difquifitio  inftituatur,  incolarum  abdominalium 
adliones,  methodo  fequenti,  generatim  difponere  haud  alienum  eft}  ut  per- 
fpedlis  horum  muneribus,  facilius  cernantur  mutationes  morbofae,  clariufque 
patefcat  quot  quibufque  modis  in  fubfidium  venire  pofiit  compreflio  vehemens, 
mechanica,  alterna,  in  haec  vifeera. 

38.  Horum  munera  praecipua  funt,  1 mo,  Ingeftorum  praeparatio,  ut  naturae 
egeftatibus  fuccurrendis  nata  fit  materies.  2 do,  Hujus  feparatio,  ut  quae  re- 
fedtioni  apta  fit  ab  ineptis  amoveatur.  jtio , Ejufdem  in  fanguinem,  per  inftru- 
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menta  extra  abdomen  pofitajam  converfae,  ulterior  elaboratio.  4 to,  Secretio 
liquorum  vitae  ufibus  egregie  famulantium.  $to,  Denique  partium  folidarum 
et  fluidarum  refidui,  effoeti  nunc  fadti,  a nutrititiis  feparatio  et  ejedtio. 

1 mo,  Officinam  prseparantem  ventriculus  et  inteflina  tenuia  prsebent.  idoy 
Fluidiora  a craflls  fegregant  vafa  ladtea  et  abforbentia.  3/70,  Sanguis  ad  ar- 
terias  amplas  meferaicas,  cseterafque  per  ventrem  difperfas,  perpetuam  patitur 
concuffionem,  compreflionem  reciprocam,  propulfionem  : quae  omnia,  in  fplene 
praeiertim,  confpicua.  4 to,  Cruor  ita  fubadtus,  per  appropriatas  portas,  v.  g. 
per  hepar,  pancreas,  totamque  glandularem  catervam,  ubique  per  infimum 
ventrem  difpofitam,  perpetim  emanat,  indole  et  forma  mutatis,  juxta  determi- 
natas  organ!  cujufque  naturte  leges.  5 [to,  Ramenta  craffiora,  corrupta,  et  per 

tubum  protrufa  tempeftive  excernuntur  : fanguinis  pars  tenuis  et  aquofa,  de- 
tritis  onufta  falibus,  oleifque  nutritioai  ineptis,  per  renes  abit,  conflituitque 
urinam.  Cundta  haec  officia,  tempore  eodem,  et  eodem  auxilio  promoven- 
tur ; alternata  fcil.  et  conftanti  agitatione ; qtne  refpirationis  eft  comes  afiidua 
et  neceflaria.  Patet  enim,  quod  fi  fifteretur  motus  abdominis,  et  lenis  ifta 
fuccuffio  ceflaret,  nulla  vis  adefiet,  quae  per  tot  tamque  anguftos  tortuofofque 
canales,  ingenti  interdum  oneri  fubjedtos  (ut  ii  funt,  qui  per  inferiora  repunt) 
contenta  in  eis  fluida  propellere  valeret : impetus  quo  vibrat  cor,  labori  efiet 
impar ; et  infignis  ilia  poteftas,  abforptio  didta,  qua  fluida  ex  cavis  intra  venas 
hauriuntur,  licet  tanta  ut  nullis  praeferiptis  finibus  coercenda  fit,  cito  deftceret. 
Nam  fponte  nata  vifeiditas,  cefifante  motu  externo,  canales  paulatim  obturaret, 
atque  in  exilibus  tubulis  tot  impedimenta  deponeret,  ut  fenfim  in  omnibus 
progreffus  brevi  tolleretur,  in  quibufdam  vifeeribus,  vel  in  omnibus,  prout 
malum  proferpfifiet  latius,  aut  ardtiora  caftra  metaflet.  Et  quidem  morborurn 
iEtiologia  demonftrat,  plurimos  ex  eis,  qui  abdomini  infenfi  funt,  ex  hac  vel 
ifta,  vel  utrifaue  fimul  caufis  nafei.  Remedium  igitur  attenuans,  motumque 
properans,  prse  caeteris  indicatur. 

39.  Nifu  itaque  vomitus,  vifeerum  fuperficies  contra  fe  mutuo  valide  com- 
prirnuntur,  eorum  moles  imminuitur,  compinguntur  tranantia  fluida,  atterun- 
tur,  propelluntur ; adverfus  canalium  latera  urgentur,  et  qua  datur  exitus. 
confeftim  exprimuntur.  Hinc  fecretio  fit  expeditior,  celerior  expulfio  ■,  crafli 
refolutio,  ejufque  fubadtio  et  ejedtio  ; denique  adtionum  omnium  [§  37 •]  ma- 
turatio,  organis  ipfis  vigor,  et,  omnibus  fuperatis  obftaculis,  agendi  facilitas ; 
ex  quibus  primario  pendent  et  quantitas  et  qualitas  iftarum  fecretionum,  quter 
fanitatis  prasfidia  haberi  poflTunt. 

40.  Interior  ventriculi  cavus  conferto  glandularum  agmine  vafifque  exha- 
lantibus  obfidetur,  ex  quarum  ofeulis,  villofis,  flexilibus,  afliduo  fluit  humor, 
quo  lubricus  madidufque  fervatur  ipfe,  defenduntur  ab  aflumptorum  injuriis 
neryi,  promovetur  chylopoiefis.  Humorum  verb  craflities,  five  indoles  mu- 
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cofa,  qui  haec  loca  falutant,  accedente  motu  languidiore  (prioris  pierumquc 
comite)  neceftario  fecretionem  minuit  tardatque  glandulas  infarcit  vifcidis, 
fenfimque  munus  earum  evertit.  Hinc  gaftrici  fiuoris  penuria,  cruditas  inde 
et  indigeftio,.  appetitus  deletus,  aut  nimius,  ftomachi  ardor,  aliquando  naufea 
fitifque.  Eadem  quandoque  occurrunt  mala,,  ab  arefada  fordium  crufta  ca- 
vitati  ventris  obduda ; ftcuti  poll  febrem  acutam  diuturnam,  ubi  vulgus  ad- 
ftans,  aut  medicus  forte  crudelior,  injufte  naturte  pofcenti  ipfam  iympham 
denegabant.  Diluentia  in  hifce  cafibus  haud  fufficiunt ; haec  enim  ulterius 
Iaxant  vafa ; hinc  tardius  propulfa  fluida  cundando  brevi  craftfefcunt,  haud 
parvo  labore  iterum  folvenda..  His  infortuniis  iftud  remedium  haud  infimi 
ufus  eft,  quod  prseftat  effedtus  fupra  enarratos  [§  29.]  Inftar  enim  pulmonis 
alterius  totum  abdomen  cenfendum  eft.  Munera  quidem  fibi  propria  ftngula 
vifcera  nancifcuntur,  fed  motus  fupervenit  aliunde,  quo  perpetua  fluidorum 
in  unoquoque  mutatio  inducitur,  provehitur ; perinde  ac  in  pe6tore  res  agi- 
tur,  miftio  fcil.  compreftio,  attritio,  folutio,  atque  fimilia : ejufdem  caufe 
effe6lus  idem,  licet  organis  diverfis  abfolvatur.  Vomitu  itaque  cito  perficitur, 
quod  lentis  vicibus  confequi  nitebatur,  fed  incaflum,  natura. 

41.  Alvus  conftricta,  fegnis,  et  folitariae  vitae  aiTueta  comes,  haud  nafcitur 
faspius  quam  a deficiente  muco  inteftinali,  et  liquoris  gaftrici,  glandularum 
et  vaforum  [§  40.]  fobolis  abfentia.  Hie  enim  molles  fluidafque  faeces  red- 
dere  debet ; ille  verb  lapfum  facilem  iis  conciliare.  Caufa  deleft  us  eadem, 
ac  fupra  [§  40.]  memorata,  et  levamen  eadem  medela,  adfeito  motus  et  exer- 
citationis  auxilio,  tentandum.  Ab  hoc  folo  fonte  femper  enafei  malum  non, 
afieritur ; at  verb  ft  ab  alio  quocunque  femel  fuerit  inceptum,  augmentum 
exinde  capit,  et  alvus  fegnis  tandem  aftrida  devenit.  Fceces  quidem  edu- 
eunt  jtar&j- purgantia  blanda,  praefens  auferunt  incommodum,  tnoleftias  iftiuf- 
modi  ftatus  plerumque  confortes  leniunt.  Si  verb  remediis,  quae  tarn  pul- 
chra  pne  fe  ferunt,  nimis  indulgeat  aeger,  quoties  alvus  obftipata  reducit 
serumnas,  fecutura  nocumenta  vix  evitabit.  Talia  funt,  alvus  adhuc  aftridior, 
humiditate  omni  cum  faecibus  eduda,  et  vifeerum  oppilationes,  infardiones  a. 
crafl'o  relido.  Duplici  itaque  de  caufa  [§  34,  40.]  fefe  commendat  emefis, 
hominibus  iftis,  qui  vita  fruuntur  inerti  j quatenus  fcilicet  et  expellit  cruda, 
et  vifeidos  attenuat  liquores,  accelerando  motum,  et  proinde  humedantis 
optimi  vice  fungendo. 

42.  Ventriculum  et  inteftina  gravat  nonnunquam  vitium  priori  oppofttum  ; 
fcilicet  aquoft  laticis  diluvium,  quo  fubrnerfa  ilia  fatifeunt,  calorem  amittunt, 
et  inftrumenta  muneri  vitali  dicata  huic  obpundo  imparia  hunt.  Gravitas  et 
languor  circa  praecordia  ; fputatio  frequens ; edendi  cupido  perexigua  ; aquoftr 
colluviei  ejedio  per  os,  mane  prsefertim  infefta;  naufea  gravis  brevi  definens ; 
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fedes  liquids,  crebrae,  doloris  expertes ; una  cum  corporis  univerfi  debilitate, 
inertia,  atque  pallore  hanc  indicant  illuviem,  fimulque  ferofam  folutamque 
fanguinis  indolem.  Memorata  fymptomata  corredtionem  haud  obfcure  in- 
nuunt.  Exprefiio  liquidi  redundantis,  et  robur  additum  canaliculis  primo 
necefiaria  funt,  turn  lecutura  inde  compadla  fanguinis  crafts,  et  mutata  dia- 
thefis  pituitofa  : his  imprimis  conferunt  emetica.  Hinc  itaque  patet  cur  ven- 
trem  folutum  vomitus  comprimat,  compreffum  folvat,  juxta  Hippocratis  pla- 
citum  ( a ),  Celfo  repetitum,  ratumque. 

43.  Pancreatis  ftrudtura  et  munus,  falivalium  glandularum  ^mula,  illud 
objiciunt  fimilibus  malis,  fecretioni  nempe  impeditse,  vel  nimiae.  Utrique 
prodeft  emeticum ; obftrudtionem  quippe,  fi  non  nimis  pertinax  fit,  referat, 
exuberantem  laticem  potenter  emungendo  exficcat. 

44.  Inferius  pauld,  ab  ofculis  ladteorum  exfuguntur  liquefacta  ingefta,  quae 
ftatim  ad  glandulas  meferaicas  feruntur.  Tardus  iftorum  motus,  et  vafcula 
tarn  exilia  et  tortuofa  tenuiorum  a craffis  feparationem  promovent,  dum  diffi- 
cile reddunt  chyli  ad  fanguinem  iter ; illis  praecipue  qui  debili  ftamine  po- 
tiuntur,  pravifque  fimul  vefcuntur  efcis  ; vel  quibus  harum  partium  ftrudtura 
mala  contingit.  Imprudens  aetas,  temperies  fequax,  et  vidlus  crudioris  male- 
fuada  fames,  pueritiam,  prae  aliis  vit ae  ftadiis,  morbis  ex  infardlis  et  tumefadtis 
glandulis  meferaicis  opportunam  reddunt.  Caufae  fimiles  in  adultis  fimiles 
edunt  morbos,  fed  rariores ; nam  reipfa  conftat  puerulis  hujufmodi  infardtiones, 
glandulas  abdominales  occupantes,  frequentiores  devenire.  Iftis  enim  annis 
/ix  nobis  occurrunt  epuls  gratiores,  quam  frudtus  crudi,  immaturi,  legumina 
et  farinacea  vifcida,  et,  fi  magis  indiflolubiles  pariat  natura  cibos,  iftis  utimur 
imprimis,  eos  importune  petimus,  eventus  luxuriofe  gul^  nulla  fadta  ratione. 
Inde  mafia  tenax  in  alvo  formatur,  quae  in  fluorem  vicidum,  vix  nil!  forma 
mutatum,  tandem  refolvitur,  dilabitur  e ftomacho,  occurrit  bili  inerti,  ea  di- 
luitur,  vix  tamen  folvitur  : tenuior  pars  abit  in  ladtea,  brevi  prae  tenacitate 
haefura ; quotidie  renovatur  caufa,  crefcit  augeturque  obftrudtio,  durior  evadit 
tumor,  vicina  comprimit,  aditum  in  venas  claudit,  atrophia  nafcitur,  et  ho- 
munculus indies  marcefcit.  Vel,  ft  ad  tantam  fevitiem  morbus  non  attigerit, 
nec  penitus  obturentur  glandulae,  imperfedlus  chylus  fanguini  affunditur, 
eumque  labe  contaminat ; fecreta,  cruoris  proles,  vitiantur,  affedlis  ubique 
fere  glandulis  ; eifque  praecipue  tumefadlis,  quae  collum  faciemque  obftdent : 
unde  vultus  fit  praetumidus,  torvus,  et  veram  ftrumam,  aut  diathefin  ed  ver- 
gentem,  adefle  defignat.  Tetrica  certe  rerum  facies  haec,  et  medenti  nodus 
intortus;  fuum  enim  robur  perdidere  folida,  jufto  vifcidius  fluida  coguntur : 


(a)  Celll  medicina,  lib.  i.  cap.  3. 
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hinc  depravantur,  et  quae  afiumptorum  mutationem  in  corporis  naturam  ut 
plurimum  debebant  perficere,  earn  imperfebtam  relinquunt.  Prasterea,  glan- 
dulis  obturatis,  prascluditur  ipfe  meatus,  per  quem  novas  vires  ad  fanguineni 
mitti  oportebat.  Hue  adde  quod  femel  oppilatas  glandularum  cryptse  diffi- 
cilius  purgentur,  et  muneri  fuo  minus  aptae  reddantur  : unde  facile  conftat,  ad 
morbum  adeo  pervicacem  debellandum  omni  fubfidii  genere  utendum  efie. 
Tumorum  refolutio  imprimis  tentanda,  ut  vitse  pabulum,  depravatis  medela, 
robur  debilibus,  quantum  vibtu  et  remediis  fieri  poflit,  fubminiftrentur. 
Deinde  partium,  in  quibus  mali  fedes,  ita  firmanda  crafis,  ut  gravantia  li- 
quida  fubigant,  expellant ; curata  interim  vivendi  norma.  Qui  fitum  mefen- 
terii  callet,  intelligit  facile,  quanta  cum  violentia,  nifu  vomitus,  illud  unde- 
quaque  prematur ; et  quinam  inde  futuri  fint  effebtus  in  glandulas  recens  in- 
farbtas  : in  vicina  feeda  fpurcitie  cumulata  [§  39.]  in  pancreas  eadem  fcatens 
[§  43.]  in  ventriculum  denique,  furfum  evocando- liquores  acres  [§  34.]  hunc 
infeftantes,  et  novas  fubinde  vires  morbo  fuppeditantes.  Sedulo  autem  per- 
quirendum  erit,  fi  integra  fint  vifeera,  fi  nullo  ulcere  corrupta,  fi  a labe  pu- 
trefeente  penitus  immunia ; fin  minus,  imprudens  emefis  hominem  liedet. 
Idem  quoque  verum  eft,  fi  ex  fola  laxitate  contihui  folutio  metuatur  : tunc 
enim  virtus  mechanica  parcius  adhibenda  eft.  Nil  fere  aliud  prohibet,  nec 
magni  frudlus  fpes  erit  inanis,  dummodo  mobilis  fit  obftipans  materies,  et 
repetita  vomitoria  commode  ferant  asgri  vires. 

45.  Inter  caetera  abdominalia  fplen  vifeus  eft  tenerrima  compage  donatum, 
cujus  columnse  carnese,  mufculofe,  ad  fluxilem  firmandam  fabricam,  plus 
quam  ad  infignem  cruoris  quam  accipit  copiam  propellendam,  aptatte  viden- 
turj  nec  labori  par  eft  arteriae  robur,  aut  cordis  impetus,  per  vaforum  nume- 
rum,  et  anfradlus  tortuofus,  retufus.  His  verb  fuccurrit  affidua  et  lenis  agi- 
tatio,  quam  connexio  fplenis  cum  diaphragmate,  mufculorum  abdominalium 
propinquitas,  pofitio  pendula,  ifti  conciliant.  Atque  per  has  caufas  praecipue 
fanguinis  progreftum  per  vafa  lienalia  confervari  cenfendum  eft.  Ideoque  fi 
motus  affuetus  fiftatur,  vel  diu  minuatur,  (ut  in  eis  fit,  qui  vita  rtuntur  de- 
fide,  et  domi  peradta)  cundtatur  in  cellulis  cryptifque  fanguis,  evadit  craffior, 
et  maximo  cum  obftrudtionis  periculo  res  agitur  ; quum  debita  mobilitas,  et 
impetus  affuetus,  facilis  liberique  transfluxus  autores,  ceftant.  Diverfa  morbi 
^tas,  caufa  diverfa  varium  poftulant  lenimen  j nec  una  medendi  ratio  lienofis 
omnibus  convenit.  Si  recens  infardtio,  nec  ingens  durities  j fi  ab  exercitatio- 
nibus  omiffis,  et  ex  acriore  abhibita  rei  cuicunque  cura  nafeaturj  fi  gravedo 
diftenfione  dolens,  nec  copiofa  materies,  atque  temperies  rSfogo?  quoad  cetera, 
compreflio  mochlica  cum  frudtu  poteft  adhiberi.  Si  verb  durities  fchirrum 
indicet  tadbu,  aut  ft  praegrefla  febris  inflammatum  lienem  in  puris  facculum 
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converterit,  ad  alia  fugiendum  remedia,  ne  fchirrus  irritatus  in  cancrura 
abeat ; vel  perruptis  clauflris,  quibus  pus  coercetur,  purulento  diluvio  fub- 
mergatur  abdomen , aut  fordida  tabe  obruatur  hepar. 

46.  later  morbos,  qui  jecori  infenfi  funt,  foeda  ifla,  et  luteo  colore  cutim 
inficiens  aurigo,  faepifhme  fenfibus  fe  prodit.  Caulas  hujus  mali  proximas  in 
icriptis  medicis  plurimas  invenimus  fxngulas  autem  enarrandi  vel  difcutiendi 
iaborem  mihi  minuit  elegantis  illius  exerdtationis  autor,  qui  de  idero  trada- 
tulum  Tentaminum  Med.  vol.  1 mo  (a)  inferuit.  Caeterum  cum  egregio  viro, 
qui  nomen  fuum  latere  voluit,  cenfere  licet,  longe  frequentiflimas  ideri  cau- 
fas  calculos  effe,  in  vefica  feilea  fatos,  per  meatum  tortilem  ex  ea  derivatos, 
et  limine  nimis  anguflo  ha^rentes.  Nam  prteter  hiftorias,  quas  ipfe  audor 
adducit,  ratiocinia  ejus  plurimum  fbabilire  videtur  alia,  (b)  quae  volumine 
fequente  traditur.  Si  itaque  htec  fit  vera  rerum  facies,  (ut  maxime  verofimile 
videtur)  cseteris  remediis  mechanica  funt  anteferenda  : ambulatio,  equitatio, 
aliique  motus  quibus  fortiter  jadatur  corpus,  in  hunc  cenfum  vocantur,  ut 
eorum  ope  lapillus  ab  anguftiis  extrudatur,  et  bilis  repreffa  effundatur.  De- 
fcenfum  fane  egregie  promovent  auxilia  recenfita  ■,  fed  deficiunt  nonnunquam, 
et  duriori  cuneo  morbus  indiget.  Si  unquam  profit  emeticum  virtute  qua- 
vis  mechanica;  unquamve  fperandi  effedus  hujus  falubres  ; et  morbi  fedes., 
et  caufae  genius,  hie  mentem  frudus  fpe  ladant,  nec  faepe  inani.  Haulbo 
enim  copiofe  liquore,  turgidulus  fotu  tepefado  faccus,  ipfi  fere'  dudui 
conlhrido  apponitur,  eumque  laxat ; dum  urget  a tergo  bilis,  ingenti  con- 
tradione  [§  36.]  protrufa.  Aut  fi  caufas  alibi  ponamus,  v.  g.  in  poro 
biliario,  in  primo  ejus  exortu  a portarum  extremis,  aut  ubivis  praeterea, 
eafque  materiem  craffam,  purulentam,  vel  haerentes  lapillulos  agnofeimus ; 
haud  minimse  edicacis  erit  emeticum,  fi  artis  adjumento  malum  debellari 
poflit. 

47.  Per  fympathiam,  ob  commune  nervorum  confortium  inter  ventriculum 
atque  renes,  perque  motus  turbafque  in  iilo  concitatos,  quotiefeunque  hi 
dolore  afficiuntur,  viam  indigitafle  videtur  dux  natura,  qua  fedibus  excutiatur 
quicquid  inimicum  foret  renibus  diuturniore  mora.  1 mo,  Gypfea,  mucofa, 
purulenta  materies  hie  nata,  vel  per  metaftafin  aliunde  hue  proveda,  craflior 
quam  quae  per  exiles  canalium  fines  exire  poffit,  vel  egreffa  diutius  quam  fas 
ell  in  finu  renali  ftabulans,  augmentum  quotidie  capit,  mole  crefcit,  vicina 
premit,  vel  atterit,  et  cruciatus  atrociflimi  exifli  audor.  Stepe  formatus  jam 
calculus  cafu  in  ureterem,  hofpiti  tanto  recipiendo  nimis  anguflum,  protru- 
ditur ; cujus  tunicte  mufculofe,  fenfiles,  fcabra  lapilli  fuperficie  rafe,  ardius 

( b ) Idem,  Vol.  ii.  Article  28. 
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hunc  compleduntur,  et  ulteriori  progreffui  fortius  obftant,  fevientibus  interim 
doloribus  omnem  fere  tolerantiam  fuperantibus,  V.  S.  imprimis  celebrata, 
univerfalibus  et  topicis  ftridura  tollenda  eft ; deinde  vis  mochlica  praeftat  quod 
arte  prseftandum.  Nec  unica  haec  eft  vomitorii  virtus  in  hoc  morbo,  fed  fo- 
menti  vicem  gerit  epotus  liquor,  qui  cum  injedo  clyfmate  balneum  internum 
faciunt,  quod  aquofo  fuo  halitu  relaxat  contraduras,  et,  ventris  infimi  con- 
tenta  adaugendo,  in  renes  aut  ureteres  vim  magis  intendit. 

■2 do,  Morbofa  renum  flacciditas,  infrado  vaforum  robore,.  tale  nonnunquam 
emitti  patitur  aquofi  laticis  profluvium,  ut  fpeciem  iftius  morbi  fimulet,  qui 
AuxtSvtyis  Graecis  appellatur.  Exit  crebro  urinae  aquofte,  tenuis,  decoloratae, 
odoris  faporifque  pene  expertis,  copia  fpedabilis ; fitis  adeft  molefta,  virium 
proftratio,  fluidorum  ingens  difpendium,  et  folidorum  detritio.  Pejor  morbi 
fpecies  ea  eft,  in  qua  fit  effluxus  liquoris  albicantis,  chylofi,  fubdulcis,  reli- 
quifque  ftipata  fignis,  quae  propria  huic  morbo  dedit  praxis  vetuftior,  et 
comprobat  hodierna.  Licet  enim  morbus  rariflimus,  cernitur  tamen  aliquando. 
Sive  jam  natus  fit  a relaxatis  renum  vafis,  five  a fluidorum  diffoluta  crafi,  five 
ex  alia  quacunque  ^opa'a-h,  uti  loquitur  (a)  Sydenhamus,  fC  Curativae  indi- 
cationes,  ad  fanguinem  corroborandum,  invigorandum,  ac  pariter  ad  fluxum 
<e  urinse  praeternaturalem  reftringendum  omnino  dirigends  funt  - ” cui  addere 
licet,  ad  morbofam  renum  laxitatem  auferendam. 

Quae  de  virtute  emetici  exficcante  fupra  [§  42.]  dida  funt  fatis  evincunt, 
quantum  prioribus  indicationibus  haec  refpondeant.  Renum  fitus,  offibufque 
duris  vicinitas,  quid  mochlice  ii  patiantur  oftendunt,  et  quam  fortiter  impetus 
humidum  redundans  ex  ipfa  renum  fubftantia  emungat.  Sane  excutit  quod- 
ammodo  macerantem  lympham,  et  amiffum  tonum  fibris  elatere  fuo  privatis 
reftituit. 

48.  Vix  opus  eft  monuiffe,  quam  immaniter  uterum  farcina  tumentem  com- 
primant  mufculi  [§  36.]  fpafmo  validiffimo  contradi.  Propius  igitur  inftante 
partus  exclufione,  fedulo  fugienda  funt  quaecunque  iftis  calcar  addunt.  Sed 
eandem  ob  caufam 'videre  eft,  quanta  fpes  ab  eodem  fonte  profluat,  fi  partu- 
rienti  deficiant  vires  et  repetito  conamine  eoufque  robur  profternatur,  ut 
quamvis  fitu  legitimo  potiatur  infans,  nec  juftam  molem  multo  exfuperet, 
nec  adeo  ardetur  exitus,  quin  par  operi  potentia  partum  produceret ; emeti- 
cum,  quod  prompte,  quod  potenter  agat,  quod  cito  coercendum,  faufte  fse pe 
rem  peragit ; nec  tumultus,  calores,  aut  incendia  febrilia  parit,  quae  comites 
atque  fequaces  fibi  adfcifcunt  aromata,  et  preefertim  ardentes  fpiritus  iftis  acu- 
minati,  et  ejufmodi  plura,  quse  ab  aniculis,  fuo  more,  in  magnum  plerumque 
asgrte  incommodum  affatim  porriguntur. 

Alii  funt  uteri  affedus,  qui  levamen  ab  eodem  remedio  capiunt : quum 
verb,  licet  ultimas  fedes  in  hoc  vifcere  pofuerint,  vitia  tamen  per  totum  cor- 

(a)  Sydenhami  Epift.  Refp,  oper.  p.  272. 
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pus  difpergunt,  hx  tanquam  effedtus  generalis  caufas  fpedlandae.  Fomes  ita- 
que  in  univerfo  habitu  delendus,  priufquam  utero  redierit  priftina  falus.  Quan- 
tum huic  intentioni  arrideat  emeticum,  poftea  dicendum. 

Perfpedtis  hoc  pafto  fingulatim  prascipuorum  vifcerum  culpis,  faltem  quae  a 
remediis  mochlicis  commoda  accipiunt,  effedtus  qui  totum  corpus  refpiciunt 
perpendendi,  et  mutationes  indagand®,  operationis  tant®  progenies. 

49.  Prater  infignes  vaforum  truncos,  qui  ventrem  pervadunt,  qui  ad  or- 
gana diverfa  fanguinem  deportant,  qui  ab  extremis  referunt,  quique  in  unum 
colledti  portarum  ftirpem  confiiituunt ; milleni  iftorum  furculi  vifcera  per- 
reptant,  et  variis  ambagibus  iter  tentantes,  plures  formofofque  vaforum  plexus 
conftituunt ; per  quos  affiduo  propelluntur  humores  inquilini.  Per  vomitum 
vaforum  fitus,  magnitudo  et  figura  omni  momento  variantur,  ita  ut  aftio  nata 
fit  pulmonum  adlioni  fimillima.-  Si  verb  numerum  vaforum  abdominalium, 
et  vim  quae  eis  eorumque  contentis  nifu  vomitorio  applicatur,  in  cenfum  re- 
voces,  pulmonum  vires,  et  adliones  maxime  potentes  longe  fuperari  videas. 
Adde  quod  hoc  ipfo  temporis  pundlo,  ftrenuius  multo  ab  iis  res  geratur  quam 
folito  more  fit.  Inferre  itaque  nil  vetat  uniufcujufque  munus  fanguificandi 
fummopere  exinde  provehi ; id  eft,  compadlio,  denfatio,  attritio,  folutio, 
mifcela  cruori  eximie  conciliantur.  His  quoque  famulatur  audla  fanguinis 
velocitas  j comprimuntur  enim  arteri®,  et  qu®  per  ventrem  vadunt,  quaeque 
etiam  per  artus  difpertiuntur.  Mufculi  enim  plerique  leviori  tetano,  dum 
nil'us  inftat,  horrefcunt,,ut  cuivis  patebit  hominem  evomentem  fpedlanti.  Muf- 
culi, qui  pedtus  humerofque  arnbiunt,  fuftentant  coftas  figuntque  ; exporredta 
brachia.fuffulciunt  corpus,  quibus  opitulantur  illi  mufculi  qui  dorfum  veftiunt, 
antrorfum  curvatam  fpinam  in  fitu  commodifiimo  detinendo  -,  crura  rigefcunt, 
et  inftar  immobilis  ftatuse  ®ger  ore  hiante  vomitus  infultum  exfpedtat.  Vafa 
itaque  fanguifera  mufculorum  comites,  ®que  ac  abdominalia,  prefiur®  fub- 
iiciuntur,  et  eadem  pati  debent : minuuntur  arteriarum  diametri  ■,  ruit  ergo 
compreftum  Amdum  quo  patet  exitus  ; receftum  prohibet.  urgens  ejufdem  a 
tergo  columna  ; progredi  necefie  eft,  ocyus  itaque  venas  appetit : harum  tru- 
nicae  minus  rigid®  facilius  vi  cedunt  extern®  ; idem  itaque  his  accidit,  com- 
primitur  nempe  pelliturque  fanguis  ; valvul®  frequentes  pedem  revocare  ve- 
tant,  pergit  ergo  celerius  et  pleniori  fiuvio  ad  cor  accedit ; inde  crebxd  re- 
petitis  idUbus  perculfus,  propere  curfus  iterat  eofdem.  Praedidta  docent,  nec 
obfcure  ; 1 mo,  Hsematopoiefin  emendari.  2 do,  Secretiones  augeri.  3 /zb, 

Solida  novis  viribus  inftaurari.  4 to,  Denique  fanguinis.  momentum  intendi, 
et  fepofitis  impedimentis  circulo  liberiori  frui.  Atque  ex  hifce.  principiis  fa- 
cile patebit,  quinam  fint  morbi  rib  et  quare  tot  tantaque, 

n’m  in  fiuida,  turn  in  folida,  efiiciat  vomitorium  : in  paucis  tamen  ejufmodi 
rnorbis  horum  ufus  perftringere  haud  a propofito  alienum  erit. 

£©,,  Praiterita  jam  hyeme,'  folida,  acri  gelu  pritis  rigefeentia,  laxantur  ite- 

rum. 
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rum,  atque  fluida,  ab  enervatis  vafis  minore  impetu  propulfa,  verno  tepore 
iprffefcunt,  et  levi  de  caufa  in  extremis  vafculis  fiftuntur,  deficiente  quoque 
confueto  folidorum  robore ; aeris  humiditas  fordes  accumulat,  et  corpus  debile, 
fecibus  gravatum,  multis  malis  opportunum  reddit.  Inducit  fortafie  natura 
febrem  benignam  intermittentem,  quae  moleftum  onus  brevi  excuteret,  fanum 
vegetumque  corpus  daret,  fi  fibi  commifla  ab  opere  non  deturbaretur.  Urget 
tamen  querulus  agger,  di<5tis  amaris  medicum  laceflit,  et  fpreto  confilio,  forte 
ab  aniculis  intempeftivum  morbi  levamen,  millenis  faspius  malis  ftipatum,  fibi 
comparat.  Emeticum  fecundat  nature  aufus  ■,  et,  fi  radicitus  haud  exftirpet, 
tutam  tamen  expedit  in  fanitatem  viam  [§  32.]  etiam  faspius  repetitum  pro- 
deft.  Febris  intermittens  autumnalis  emetici  fubfidium  haud  minus  efftagitare 
videtur,  turn  ad  amurcas  ex  primis  viis  exhauriendas,  turn  ad  vitia,  quorum 
radices  altius  hasrent,  corrigenda. 

51.  Febris  lenta,  continua,  morbo  priori  affinis,  gradu  major,  ab  eifdem 
forte  caufis,  idem  circa  tempos,  quandoque  graftatur ; immobilior  videtur  ma- 
teries,  quasque  diuturno  naturae  labore  nullo  modo  fubigi  vel  expelli  poftit : 
hinc  nulla  remiftio ; parum  tamen  mordax  eft,  ergo  haud  impetu  magno 
exardet.  V.  S.  cum  fanguine  emittit  vires,  quas  in  hac  febris  fpecie  fatifcunt 
nimis  ; alvi  fubdudtio,  fi  lenis,  pacum  confert,  fi  fortius  res  agatur,  debilitat. 
Naturae  inceptis  favere  medici  eft ; febri  ergo  flammas  fubjiciendae,  ut  irritos 
conatus  abfolvat,  crafia  fubigat,  et  expellat  fubafta  quo  nocitura  non  funt. 
“ At  fi  frigus  eft  et  torpor,  inquit  Celfus  (a),  et  jaftatio  corporis ; non  alie- 
f<  num  eft,  in  ipfa  febre,  dare  mulfi  tres  aut  quatuor  cyathos,  vel  cum  cibo 
rc  vinum  bene  dilutum.  Intenditur  enim  faepe  ex  eo  febris,  et  major  ortus 

calor  fimul  et  priora  mala  tollit,  et  fpem  remiftionis,  inque  ea  curationis, 
<c  oftendit.”  Nec  quidem  minora  ab  emeticis  efficiuntur.  Adeft  nempe 
vis  infignis  fpirituum  motum  accelerans  [§  18,  19.]  evacuantur  fordes  in  ven- 
tre latentes  [§  30.]  vifcida  fubiguntur,  fi  qus  abdominis  incolas  obfideant 
[§  39*]  denique  fanguinis  intenditur  curfus,  et  augentur  fecretiones  [§  49,  n. 
2,  3,  4.]  tenues,  per  exteriora  praefertim. 

Neque  ulla  fortafte  eft  methodus  efficacior  vel  utilior,  qua  fudor  elici  po- 
teft,  quam  poll  exhibitum  vomitorium ; non  modo  enim  in  ipfa  operatione 
copiolus  plerumque  exprimitur,  fed  exteriora  verfus  tarn  vaiide  truduntur  li- 
quida  attenuata  [§  49.]  ut  dimotis  obftaculis,  quse  orificia  cutanea  -claudunt, 
effluant  pleno  rivo  humores  iftuc  determinati.  Atque  hue  egregie  confert 
opiatum,  quod  poll  emeticum  dari  optimo  confilio  fuadent  pradlici.  Vomi- 
torium pneterea  evocat  fquallorem  primas  vias  foedantem,  et  pnecavet  ne  ex- 
hibito  hydrotico,  eoque  difperfo  per  corpus  fornite,  manus  hoftiles  in  vifeera 
-convertantur. 

(a)  Celli  Medicina,  lib,  3.  cap.  5. 

E 2 52.  Eadem 
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52.  Eadem  dodtrina  innuit  quanti  fit  ufus  emeticum  in  tenui  acrique  ca lv 
tarrhoj  in  afthmate  humorali,  aliifque  ejufmodi  morbis  a frigore  correpto 
natis  ; quum  fciz.  retenta  materies  perfpiranda,  vafa  eoufque  inerti  fluido  re- 
plet,  ut  fundtiones  omnes  poenas  luant;  quum  gravitate  pigra  fenfus  hebefcant, 
et  ad  ftateram  fere  corporis  pondus  audtum  effe  diceres  ; diftenfa  denique  vafa 
doleant,  partefque  fenfiles  £gre  laceffantur.  Cum  hsec  et  alia  ejufmodi 
fymptomata  fe  produnt,  remedium  exhibendum  eft,  quod  portas  referare,  li- 
quores  fuperfluos  expellere,  atque  folitam  agendi  facilitatem  corpori  reftituere 
poffit.  Haud  parum  his  confert  emefis  et  quacunque  corporis  parte  aegri- 
tudo  fuas  fedes  pofuerit  his  caufis  orta,  multum  valere  poffit.  Ponamus 
glandulas,  cteteraque  vafa  circa  fauces  et  collum,  tanta  fcatere  aquarum  copia, 
ut  defluxionem  brevi  adfore  indicent  figna,  vis  mochlica  fepe  falutaris  eft. 
Rubens  etenim  tumenfque  facies,  oculi  fcintillantes  lachrymis  fuffufi,  liquore 
fuo  madefacti  nares,  et  falivse  mucique  rivulum  fundentes  oris  fauciumque 
lacuns  glandulofae,  conatus  emetici  nunquam  non  comites,  liquido  demon - 
ftrant  quanta  cum  vi  appetat  has  oras  fanguis,  et  quantus  in  vafcula  obftipata_ 
impetus  fit : dum  canales  offei  cedere  nefcii,  et  infignes  vertebralium  et 
carotidum  internarum  arcus  et  afcenfus  obliquitas  cruoris  ad  cerebri  appulfum 
valde  retundunt : fluxilis  ergo  hujus  compages  minus  periclitatur,  impetu  ut 
plurimum  extrorfum  determinate ; parum  tamen  introrfum  vis  audla  devenit., 
Et  partim  forte  hinc,  partim  a virtute  ftimulante  et  evacuante,  ratio  patebit 
cur  in  vertigine,  hemicrania  aliifque  fimilibus,  vomitus  tanti  fit  ufusj  cur 
in  epilepfia  quandoque  in  fenibus  adeo  profuerit,  ut  fatentur  obfervatorum 
feripta ; “ Inveteratam  epilepfiam,  quae  etiam  per  xx  annos  aegrum  traxit,- 
<c  curatam  novi,  inquit  Hoffmannus  (a),  ab  emeticorum  ufu  et  fpecificis 
'c  antiepilepticis  ex  animali  regno  petitis.”  Nec  mihi  defunt  hiftoriae  fimiles, 
at  referre- prohibent  limites  prsferipti. 

53.  Impedit  eadem  ratio,  quo  minus  horum  ufus  in  variolis  diftindte  enar- 
retur;  non  modo  quatenus  evacuant,  et  avertunt  alioqui  futura  mala  [§  30.] 
fed  ob  alios  etiam  quibus  potiuntur  effectus  [§  49.]  et  eximias  inde  ma- 
nantes  mutationes.  Puftulis  refertam  effe  Cutim  ponamus,  vafcula  perfpi- 
ratoria  ita  compreffa  ut  coadtam  materiem  vis  folita  nequeat  protrudere : hoc 
in  cafu  contentorum  moles  augetur;  calor  febrilis  ita  ad  interiora  ex^ftuat,. 
ut  organa  intus  exhalantia  adeo  arefadta,  vel  alioquin  obftipata  evadant,. 
ut  fuum  munus  exfeaui  non  poffint.  Ex  utraque  parte-  cohibetur  idcirco 
fluidum,  quod  diuturnum  nimis  circuitum  jam,  patitur,  quodque  longiore 
mora  peffima  mala  pariturum  eft.  Calor  enim  nimius.  acrimoniam-  gignit, 
unde  ftimulus  partibus  nervofis : hinc  iterum  febrilis  aeftus  fitifque,  fortaffe 

(a)  Hoffaianni  differtat.  Decad,  1.  p.  204. 

delirium,, 
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delirium,  huic  fupervenit;  ab  aufta  fluidorum  mole  anxietas  prscordia  in- 
feftat:  quum  interim  calore  crafliora  deveniunt  fiuida,  coagulantur,  et  inepta 
magis  redduntur  ad  exitum  fibi  aperiendum  per  ea  loca  qus  fspe  indigitat 
natura,  feiz.  per  fauces  yel  inteftina.  Exigunt  hsc  mala  coagulati  in  vafis 
exhalantibus  utriufque  loci  refolutionem,  evacuationem,  reliquifque  conciliatam 
ffuiditatem,  nec  audta  interim  febre  plufquam  per  lene  opiatum  tuto  coerceri 
queat.  Qui  prsdidta  [§  13,  18,  39,  49.]  de  emeticorum  effedtibus,  turn  in 
fiuida,  turn  in  foliaa,  in  mentem  revocav.erit,  hsc  non  inepta  efTe  auxilia, 
imd  aptifiima  forfan  prsdicabit.  De  febribus  acutis  agens  Sydenhamus  hsc 
profert.  (a)  “ Sspe  miratus  fum,  inquit,.  dum  forte  materiem  vomitu  re- 
st  jedtam  aliquando  curiofe  contemplabar,  eamque  neque  mole  valde  fpec- 
« tabilem,  nec  pravis  qualitatibus  infignem,  qui  fadtum  fuerit,  ut  sgri  tan- 
“ turn  levaminis  exinde  fenferint ; nempe  vomitu  peradto  fsva  ilia  fympto- 
“ mata  (naufea  v.  g..  anxietas,  jadtationes,  fufpiria  ludtuofa,  lingua  nigredo. 
See.)  quae  et  ipfos  excruciarant,  et  adftantes  perterrefacerent,  mitigari  fo- 
lent  ac  folvi,  quodque  morbi  reliquum  eft  tolerari.”  Quum  verb 

ex  antea  didtis  patent,  fiuida  crafta  folvi,  canales  obturatos  reddi  tranabiles, 
totum  corpus  arefadtum  humedtari,  fimulque  nociva  expelli,  mirandum  non 
eft  levamen  tarn  fubitum  inde  evenirc.  . 

54.  Beneficiis  fic  curfim  enarratis,  qus  ab  emeticis  lucrantur  morbi  acu- 
tiores,  via  fternitur  ad  alios,  in  quibus  occafio  minus  prsceps,  nec  aded  fal- 
lax  experientia,  licet  judicium  fatis  difficile.  Vomitoria  certe  ifti  morborum 
cohorti  prscipue  adverfari  videntur,  qui  vel  in  ipfo  ventriculo,  vel  in  vifee- 
ribus  prope  fitis  ortum  fedemque  obtinent,  et  hujufmodi  omnes  fere  morbi 
chronici  funt.  Vitia  enim  hinc  nata  longe  lateque  brevi  difpertiuntur,  iterum- 
que  effedtus  temerats  falutis  ad  hsc  loca  revertuntur.  Hoc  nullibi  clarius 
confpicitur,  quam  in  eis  morbis,  qui  cum  mentis  alienatione  junguntur,  qui- 
que  a pravo  vidtu,  vel  in  eo  aftumendo  errore,  ut  a caufa  proxima  eveniunt. 
Licet  enim  ab  animi  pathematibus,  ab  evacuationibus,  aliifve  caufis  remo  ion- 
bus  enafeantur,  vidtus  tamen  inepta  ratio  fspe  conftituit  propiorem.  In- 
numeri  nervorum  furculi  ad  ventriculum  emifil,  neque  ad  ipfius  nutritionem, 
neque  ad  motum  quemlibet  provehendum  tantummodo  comparati  funt,  fed- 
potius  ad  chylificandi  operam  adjuvandam..  Difperfis  itaque  nirnia  copia  fpi- 
ritibus,  perditur  ex  caufis  fanitatis  una ; afiuets  fcil.  ciborum  menfurs,  in 
noftri  naturam  mutandae,  imparia  deveniunt  inftrumenta:  affueta  tamen  men- 
fura  affumitur,  et  dum  cstera  squalia  non  funt,  neceflarid  enafeitur  indi- 
geftio,  et  inde  alia  mala.  Hsc  origo  fspiftime  eft  affedtionis  hypochon- 
driacs, et  reliquorum  quandoque  graduum  mentis  kefs,  a vacillatione  le- 

(a)  Sydenhami  Op.  fe&.  x.  cap.  4. 
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viffima  ad  fummam  ufque  infaniam.  Docent  phenomena  hujus  morbi  in 
fiuidis  prae  primis  haerere  culpam,  hancque  efie  nimiam  crafiitiem,  five  par- 
tium  mobiliflimarum  difflationem  : hse  funt  fpiritus  animates,  halitus  cruoris 
vaporofi,  et  aquea  dein  ejus  eiementa,  quorum  minus  majufve  difpendiucn 
morbum  efncit  leniorem  vel  graviorem,  dum  fanguis  per  varios  fpiftitudinis 
gradus  tranfit,  donee  in  veram  bilem,  a veteribus  atram  didam,  degeneret. 
Quodcunque  de  hujus  morbi  natura  cognitum  habemus,  prsceptis  chemicis 
ut  plurimum  acceptum  referendum  eft,  quorum  ope  hie,  uti  etiam  in  aliis 
bene  multis,  plurima  phenomena.,  alioquin  abdita  prorfus,  deteguntur.  Ex 
chemica  fanguinis  analyfi  conftat,  difflatis  aquofis  fupereffe  falina,  oleofa, 
terreftria,  diverfimode  conjunda,  fanitatis  muneribus  parum  apta,  utpote  quae 
crafiiora  et  leviora  fanguine  fano.  Eadem  etiam  chemia  fidis  experimentis 
demonftrat,  oleum,  falern,  terramque  unita,  plus  aeris  in  fe  continere,  quam 
aquam  reliquis  conjundam.  Hujus  teftis  fit  calculus  humanus.  Ergo  folida 
praepollent  fiuidis,  ocyus  hsec  circumaguntur,  et  augetur  tenuioris  difpendium, 
dum  crafiefcens  refiduum  intimam  cum  diluentibus  admiftionem  refpuit. 
Ingefia  haud  fatis  fubada  morbo  addunt,  vifeera  molliora  obftipant,  adionem 
minuunt  tolluntve : hineque  fplenis,  hepatis,  hypochondriorum  oppilationes, 
tumores,  dolores.  Sanatio  requirit  vifeido  reftitutionem  fluoris  et  mifcibili- 
tatis.  Haec  fiunt  per  diluentia,  faponacea  et  attritum.  Diluentia  fola  pa- 
rum valere  oftendit  expofita  morbi  natura : fola  faponacea,  efficaciora  licet, 
raro  fufficiunt  ■,  adjuvantibus  verb  attritu  et  calore  omnem  quam  pofiident 
vim  exerunt,  docente  chemia.  Denique  attritus  in  hoc  morbo  raro  per  fti- 
mulantia  vulgaria  intenditur,  quin  hsec  faepe  nociva  comperta  fint.  Inde  qui- 
dem  augetur  fanguinis  celeritas,  fed  fimul  augetur  ejufdem  rarefadio.  Com- 
pertum  autem  eft;  attritum  efie  in  ratione  celeritatis,  foliditatis,  et  com- 
prefiionis.  Si  itaque  aufte  rarefadionis  ratio  fuperet  rationem  audae  celerita- 
tis, inde  non  modo  non  augebitur  attritus,  fed,  e contrario,  minuetur.  Pof- 
tulatur  itaque  remedium  quod  fanguinis  celeritatem  intendat,  rarefeentiam 
cohibeat.  Tale,  in  nifu  vomitus,  reperiri,  facile  ex  praegreflis  liquet.  Hinc 
obiter  patet  utilitas  fubmeriionis  in  aqua  frigida. 

55.  Huic  morbo  ex  diametro  opponi  videtur  hydrops,  in  quo  lympha  ferofa 
vifeera  fubmergit,  et  pallefcens  fanguis  corpus  deturpat  ingrato  colore,  docet- 
que  aquam  exuberare,  et  vitio  diverfo,  oleum,  terrain,  falemque  deficere. 

Difpofitione  pituitofa  in  fiuidis  fu'oorta  (quae  a multiplici  caufa  fit,  qua- 
rum  aliquas  haud  inconcinne  memorat  Poeta  (a), 


{ a ) Sammonicus. 
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Corrupt!  jecoris  vitio  vel Jplenis , acerhus 
Cre/cit  hydrops  : aut  cum  ficcata  fehre  medulla ' 

Atque  avida  fauces  gelidum  traxere  liquorem  : 

' Turn  lympha  intercus  vitio  glifcente  tumejcit , 

Secernens  miferam  proprio  de  vijcers  pellem.) 

ftatim  ita  debilitantur  folida,  ut  torpidos  liquores  vix  propellere  poffint.  Hine 
ftagnatio  in  lateralibus  vafis,  et  fundtionum  languor.  Indies  accumulatur 
ferum,  turget,  propinqua  Isedit,,  et  perpetuo  renovantur  morbi  caufae.  Si  con- 
tingat  hsec  in  unico  vafe,  hydatis  formaturj  fi  Kara,  tpXs^a?,  feu  per  tunicam 
cellularem  per  omne  corpus  difperfam,  fit  leucophlegmatia ; fi  ruptum  vas 
effundat  contenta  in  cavum  quodcunque,  locaiis  hydrops,  fuboritur:  fi  denique 
(quod  faepiffime  in  caufa  eft)  adtio  venarum  abforbentium  debilitetur,  five 
ab  obftrubtione  in  eis  nata,  five  a mero  languore  et  inerria  folidorum  j dum  fuo 
munere  funguntur  arteriolae  inhiantes,  et  fquallentem  laticem  fine  fine  in  ca- 
vitatem  erudtant : hie  continuo  accumulatus  fpiiTefcit,  vafa  omnigena  brevi 
effoeta  reddit,  et  hydropem  topicum  producit.  In  hoc  morbo  curando  pri- 
maria  morbi  caufa  minuenda  vel  adimenda  eft ; attenuantia,  evacuantia,  exfic- 
cantia,  roborantia  uniufcujufque  ordinis  ufurpanda ; ut  tandem  a moveatur 
onus  humidum,  minuatur  latex,  et  vafa  eoufque  viribus  inftaurentur,  ut  officio 
debito  fungantur,  et  ftuidorum  nativa  bonitas  redintegretur.  Hifce  omnibus 
abTolvendis  dicata  plurima  apud  pradlicos  remedia  invenimus.  Nefcio  quot 
fpecifica  celebria  ab  iis  recenfeantur,  qus  uno  fere  idlu  morbum  profligent,  fi 
fides  eorum  promiffis  fit  habenda.  Difplicet  aliis  haec  curta  fupeliex,  et  in 
vitium  incidunt  contrarium  ; pompofarn  memorant  farraginem,  et  remediorum 
cumulo  obruunt  fegrum.  Utraque  praxis  evitanda,  neque  folis  emeticis  cu- 
ratio  committenda,  nec  fine  his  tentanda;  cum  longiores  adimant  labores,  et 
compendio  quaff  rem  gerant,  qus  pluribus  adminiculis  cseteroquin  indiget. 
Remedia  antihydropica,  prius  memorata,  fuum  opus  abfolvere  videntur,  mo- 
tum  et  attritum  fiuidbrum  ciendo,  pellendo,  difflando  exuberantem  lympharn. 
His  omnibus  ftmul  conducit  nifus  emeticus  fortis,  faepius  repepftus  : crafta 
ciuippe  comminuit,  obftructa  referat,  propeilit  ftagnantia,  humida  exficcat,  fe- 
cretiones  aquofas  auget,  folutum  fanguinem  compingit,  refolvit  vifeidum,  ce- 
leriorem  ad  extrema  facit  appulfum,  movetque  fudores.  Adde  quod  ingentem 
in  tumefadtum  abdomen  vim  exerit,  et  quum  in  hoc  tantummodo  fedem  habet 
morbus,  nec  quopiam  vifeere  peffundato,  nec  in  corpore  valde  fenili,  et  re- 
cens  fit,  repetitis  emeticis,  bene  infdtuta  diaeta,  et  exercitatione  modica,  res 
tutb  expeditur,  nifi  in  iis  fit,  (a ) “ quibus  inutilis  libertas  eft,  nec  tarn  facile 
“ - coguntur  ac  ii,  qui  fervitutis  beneficio  convalefcunt.”  In  hydropis  etiam 

provedliori 


(a)  Ccifi  medicina,  lib.  iii.  cap.  21, 
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provedtiori  gradu  baud  parum  conferre  vifa  eft  emefis.  Idem  comprobat  hif- 
toria  apud  Foreftum  (a)  recitata  de  quodam  hydropic©,  qui  ct  inflatus  ventre, 
cc  manibus,  pedibufque  et  facie,  a medicis  deftitutus,  et  tanquam  defperatus, 

“ adiit  littus  marinum,  et  naviculam  per  aliquot  miliaria  afcendit  in  altum 
“ maris,  et  provocato  vomitu,  poll  vomitum  exercitio  utens,  fanitati  reftitutus 
tc  eft.”  Hue  afferre  licuerat  Sydenhami  fuffragium,  quod  in  tradlatu  fuo  ele- 
gant! de  hydrope  crebro  fert,  et  fententiam  de  horum  commodo  plurimis 
exemplis  iterata  obfervatione  ratis,  fuffulcit;  at  diferta  ejus  verba  in  arte  fe- 
niores  probe  callent,  ad  ipfum  libellum  juniores  lubenter  amandantur,  cujus 
e.volutioj 

fi  'propus  ftes 

‘Te  capiet  magis  ; et 

decies  repetita  placebit. 

Hoc  tamen  in  morbo  haud  mochlicis  pugna  committenda  eft,  nifi  vifcera  aliaque 
ita  fe  habeant,  ut  antea  [§  44.]  obfervatum. 

56.  Ex  enarratis  hadtenus  liquidd  patebit,  in  morbis  plerifque  a colluvie 
ferofa  natis,  quaenam  ab  emeticis  exlpedtanda  lint.  Patebit  quoque  horum  ufus 
in  morbo  qui  puerulis  utriufque  fexus  infenfus,  gravis  nec  infrequens,  rachitide 
fcilicet ; qui  a vitiis  in  abdomine  natis,  ad  medullam  ufque  difperfis  fspius 
produdtus,  ipfa  corporis  fulcimenta  pedetentim  fuffodit,  et  duriflima  ofla,  in- 
flexibilia  fere,  nimis  facile  fledtenda  reddit.  Mali  ortus  et  progreflus,  cura- 
toria  indicata,  nec  non  ratio,  qua  huic  morbo  vomitoriis  iteratis  occurri 
poflit,  ex  fequentibus  clarius  cernuntur  ( b ). 

1 mo,  Ofla,  quas  in  toto  corpore  jam  folidiflima  funt,  olim  gelatins  fluxiles, 
jnembrdns,  cartilagines  fuere,  qus  paulatim  durefcentes,  per  diverfos  folidi- 
tatis  gradus,  ofla  tandem  fiunt  rigida. 

ido , Hujus  indurationis  caufa  duplex  exiftit,  materis  fcil.  oflifics  a fanguine 
fecretio,  et  fecrets  appofitio  firma,  five  compreflio  particularum  ad  fe  invicem 
fortis.  Hsec  effecfta  funt  virium  vits  integrarum,  et  mufculorum  vicinorum 
incumbentium.  Ideoque 

pio,  Si  fanguis  particulis  oflium  ftrudturs  idoneis  minus  dives  fit,  fecretio 
minor  erit,  et  muneri  fuo  ineptior.  Porro,  fi  abfit  adtio  mufculofa,  et  vires 
langueant,  altera  caufa  oflificationis  abeft.  Hinc  itaque 

4 to.  Liquet  iftas  conditiones,  qus  rachitidem  parere  poflint,  omnes  ejuf- 
mod.  effe  qus  chylopoiefln  et  hsmatopoiefin  depravare  folent.  His  ergo  im- 
primis erit  profpiciendum,  et  medicina  id  genus  eligenda,  quas  et  vitium  in 
ipfis  officinis  diverfimode  corrigat  [§  18,  27,  39.]  auferat,  nocivos  ejus  effedlus, 
in  aliis  locis  pullulantes,  emendet,  atque  impetus  motufque  formantis  defeftui 
optime  fubvenire  poflit  [§  49.]  Vifcerum  quidem  faburram  feliciter  educunt 

(a)  Obferv,  lib.  xix.  obf.  33.  ( b ) Vid.  Alex.  Monro’s  Anatomy  of  human  Bones,  p.  34,  &c. 
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purgantia : fed  fi  fortiora  fuerint,  aut  nimis  faepe  repetita,  vires  profternunt 
admodum,  crafllora  relinquunt,  fed  vapida,  et  obftrudtionibus  creaadis  magis 
opportuna;  et  debilia  jam  fadta  folida  adhuc  debilitant.  Emetica  vaiide  ex- 
purgant  vifeera,  nec  vitas  viribus  aded  funefta,  folida  corroborant ; imprimis 
fi  vidtus  accuratus  inftituatur,  ft  corpus  in  frigidam  fiepe  immergatur,  fi  de- 
nique  fpecificis  leniantur  fubinde  nata  fymptomata. 

57.  An  in  arthritidis  infultibus  utilis  fit  vomitus  necne,  quibus,  quando  et 
quoties  exhibendus,  definire  haud  leve  eft.  lili,  quorum  audloritas  mecum  pras 
plurium  valet,  in  paroxyfmis  omnino  ejus  ufum  dehortantur,  nifi  urgeant  nau- 
fea,  vomitus,  aliaque  ventriculi  forde  fcatentis  figna  ; et  tunc  lenia  tantum- 
modo  admittunt.  Alii  (a)  vero  haud  infimi  fubfellii  medici  ftant  contra; 
urgetque  unus  (b)  fe  obfervaffe  Lt  infultus  arthriticos  confuetos,  perpetuo 
{C  fere  mitiores,  quando  ftatim  inter  initia  leni  emetico,  vel  folo,  vel  cum 
<c  laxante  mixto,  prima  regio  a fordibus  evacuata  fuerit.”  Qui  valet,  has 
lites  dirimat : ego,  iis  miffis  fadtis,  emetlcorum  ufum  in  alio  ejufdem  morbi 
ftadio  demonftrare  paucis  conabor ; id  eft,  inter  paroxyfmos,  ad  futures  aver- 
tendos.  Acris  ilia  materies,  in  anguftiis  hasrens,  et  doiores  cruciantes  exci- 
tans,  poft  exacerbationem  podagricam  (fi  redte  res  geraturr  nec  intempeftivo 
medicaminum  externe  vel  interne  applicatorum  ufu  fuffocentur  incepta  na- 
turae) expellitur,  fudor  lenis  locum  affedhim  perfundens,  vel,  ft  deterius  adhuc 
malum,  et  fedes  habeat  profundiores,  erumpens  tophus,  infequens  inde  leva- 
men,  fymptomatum  omnium  remiftio,  hanc  evacuationem  criticam  fuifte  de- 
fignat ; ideoque  morbi  fomitis  in  fanguinem,  partefque  nobilioribus  vitae  func- 
tionibus  dicatas,  nequaquam  metuendus  erit  regrefius,  fed  quod  morbi  jam 
fupereft  inftar  alius  cujufque  chronici  ftevioris  abigendum.  Fluida,  fi  prava 
fint,  mendis  purganda,  infirma  folida  roboranda,  vires  totius  corporis  inftau- 
randae,  ftirps  denique  atrocis  mali  quantum  valet  ars  fuccidenda.  His  pluri- 
mum  confert  medicina  gymnaftica,  quae  prae  caeteris  aliis  fuppetiis  infradta 
membra  nova  virtute  reficit.  Equitatio,  vedtio  in  rheda,  curru,  &c.  funt  op- 
tima fubfidia.  At  quoties  haec  prohibet  parum  arnica  tempeftas  anni  ? Hyeme 
aut  vere  faepifiime  contingit  podagrae  deceftus,  pejus  tamen  adhuc  ft  autumno 
intermittat.  Aer  enim  humore  gravis  frigidufque  foras  egredi  omnino  prohi- 
bet ; atque  intra  porticus,  vel  domus  penetralia,  pedibus  infiftere,  aut  motu 
quovis  corpus  torqueri,  aegre  admittunt  artus  diftorti,  et  nuperis  cruciatibus 
claudicantes.  Fridlio  fane  leviter  tantummodo  mundat  exteriora,  neque  eva- 
cuat  e vifeeribus  pituitam,  qu^  ob  omiffum  tamdiu  motum  ea  neceflario  gra- 
vare  incipit.  Praeterea  raro  defunt  aegro  gratulabundi  fodales,  qui  pignus 
amicitiae  charius  dare  nefeiunt,  quam  propriam  falutem  poculis  evertere,  ho- 
minifque  ex  morbo  recreati  exitium  moliri,  dum  fanitatem  priftinam  verbis 

(a)  See  Dr.  Chevne’s  Effay  upon  the  Gout,  p.  77,  & c.  (Ij  Hoffmanni  Difiert.  Decad.  1.  p,  41 1. 
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exoptant,  revera  autem  infidias  fanitati  ftruunt.  Ex  his  atque  limilibus  caufis,, 
emeticum  faspe  fepius  perquam  neceflarium  eft  convalefcentibus,  neque  ex  prae- 
didtis  colligere  arduum  erit  qua  ratione  exercitationis  etiam  fortioris  vice  fun- 
gatur.  Patet  etiam  quibus  modis  adtionibus  animalibus  opitulentur  vomitoria,. 
craffa  quomodo  fubigant,  denique  plus  minufve  fingulis  indicatis  refpondeant  r 
neque  verentur  ex  practicis  fagaces,  bis  in  menfe,  faspius  quandoque,  iftiuf- 
modi  hominibus  vomitum  prascipere.  Perfpedtis  itaque  horum  commodis  in 
chronicis  plerifque,  eos  morbos  levi  pede  percurrere  animus  eft,  qui  fexui  fe- 
quiori  tantummodo  infefti  funt. 

58.  Non  rnodo  vitas  ratio,  fed  ipfum  fere  vitale  ftamen  foeminis  molliorem 
ac  laxiorem  temperiem  dedilfe  videtur,  nifi  fors  durior  alienam  impertita  fit,, 
atque  mens  fana,  in  corpore  fano  laboribus  improbis  indurato,  eis  firmitudi- 
nem  donaverit  mafculas  vi  omnino  asmulam.  Eft  tamen  vitas  ftadium,  quo 
etiam  hasc  mulierum  conditio  ex  errore  levi  peftimis  obnoxia  mails  evadit  > eo 
fcilicet  quo  fexus  difcrimina  jam  adfutura  fint,  id  eft,  ad  vel  circiter  annum 
sastatis  1 5 : hue  ufque  enim,  fenfu  medico,  genus  unum  idemque  eft.  In  qui- 
bus autem  diferepant,  quare,  quas  caufas  phyficas  diferiminis,  referre  non  opus 
eft ; fufius  ea  ab  aliis  tradlantur.  Sed  brevis  morborum  recitatio,  quum  lu- 
cidiori  argumentorum  explicationi  infervire  poflit,  propofito  haud  incongruum 
videtur. 

1 mo,  Adveniente  molis  augmenti  termino,  eadem  organa,  quae  corpori  vir- 
gineo  pabulum  miniftrarunt  et  incrementum,  plus  pergunt  conficere  quam 
foia  corporis  nutritio  jam  exigit ; quod  fupereft  fanguinis  per  vafa  uterina  jam 
periodice  emittitur.  Si  diutius  retineatur  ob  deficientes  vaforum  vires,  vel  im- 
peditum  exitum,  plethora  plethoras  fuperadditur,  et  morbi  virginei  indicia 
cito  fefe  produnt. 

ido,  Si  verb  aquofus,  folutus  vel  acris  fanguis  uterum  pervadat,  et  momen- 
tum abftt  quo  dilatentur  vaforum  ofcula,  eoufque  ut  rubrum  fanguinem  de- 
ponant;  is  lateralia  permeat,  in  glandulas,  quas  cavum  uteri  ubique  oblident, 
infunclitur,  craffefcit ; exit  tandem  liquor  vifeofus,  colore  diverfus,  nunc 
albus  [a  quo  fluor  alius  appellatur]  vel  albicans,  vix  lintea  tingens,  flavefeens, 
viridefeens,  nigricans,  et  omnibus  affedtus  coloribus  qui  inter  hos  exiftunt; 
nunc  fine  foetore  tranfit,  nunc  graveolet ; nunc  mitis,  ut  in  initio  plerumque,, 
et  diutius  vigente  morbo  acrior,  coloratior,  feetidior  evadit.  Patentes  glan- 
dulae  tenuiores  quofeunque  feparant  humores,  et  eliminant;  inter  quos  nutri- 
tivos,  qui  folidis  vigorem,  momentum  fluidis  fuppeditafte  debebant.  Hinc 
indies  a viribus  aliquid  fubtrahitur,  perit  membrorum  virtus,  labitur  digeftio, 
vitio  magis  indelebili  fluida  corrumpuntur,  et  per  totum  corporis  oeconomiam 
ferpit  labes,  qua  nulla  (expertos  aflerentes  audivi)  ex  toto  chronicorum  ag- 
mine,  fexui  cruclelior,  curatu  difficilior,  aut  effedtibus  exitiofior.  Nam  fatifeunt 
imprimis  inltrumenta  ip  fa,  quorum  ope  castera  reparari  debuerant,  et  morbi 

fedes 
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iedes  in  vifcere  ponitur,  cui  omnium  difficillime  fit  medicina.  Id  quidem  hand 
cito  labefadtatur,  fed  fi  femel  infedtum  fuerit,  vitium  din  fervat  ; <c  Quia 
t<  pars  eft,  inquit  Foreftus  ( a j,  quae  pfompte  recipit  aliarum  partium  excre- 
c<  menta,  turn  ob  fitum  inferiorem,  turn  ob  multitudinem  venarum  eb  per- 
<c  tingentium,  turn  etiam  propter  confuetam  illam  naturalem  purgationem.” 
His  adde  compagem  folidam  et  vafculofam,  remediis,  quorum  vires  longo 
circuitu  decoquuntur,  antequam  hue  deferantur,  haud  facile  cedentem.  Etiam 
poft  emendatam  cruoris  indolem,  laxa  glandularum  fabrica  pertinaciter  obftat 
medelae,  atque  ea  medicamina,  quse  harum  mollitiei  adverfantur,  conftringunt 
quoque  arterielarum  orificia,  et  moleftiorem  reddunt  menftruationem.  Laxi- 
tas  nativa,  vidtus  prava  ratio,  vita  defes  et  luxuriofa  hunc  morbum  plerumque 
■inducunt,  Rarius  enimy  ut  ab  eodem  Forefto  obfervatum,  id  pati  roifa  funt 
agrejles  mulieres.  Eadem  quoque  (b)  fluxum  Uterinum  fupprefium  fsepe 
prtecedunt.  Remedia  ergo  hifee  morbis  adhibenda  funt,  quae  noxis,  ex  iftiuf- 
modi  caufis  fubortis,  obviam  eant ; neque  vomitoria  repetita  omittenda  funt : 
prseter  enim  eflfedtus,  qui  hadtenus  indicantur,  ftomachum  expurgandi,  folida 
ftimulandi,  et  fanguinem  mire  atterendi,  hunc  tanto  impetu  verfus  uterum  pro- 
pellunt,  ut  exempla  proftent  (c)  in  quibns  fola  vis  ejufmodi  mechanica 
tardatum  fluxum  repente  profuderit : atque,  nifi  duress  fit  aegra,  vel  incom- 
mode ferat  emetici  adtionem,  haud  minora  in  fluore  albo  quam  in  pierifque 
chronicis  exfpedtanda  funt.  Saepius  autem  in  hoc  morbo  motu  levifiimo  fa- 
tifeunt  vires,  unde  incommodi  plus  quam  frudlus  accipiunt.  Hoc  ergo  in 
primis  indagandum,  priufquam  porrigantur  emetica  aegris  hujufmodi. 

59.  Nihil  etenim  ex  omni  parte  perfedtum  atque  beatum : fua  fecum  tra- 
hunt  commoda,  et  etiam  incommoda  vomitoria ; nec  minus  verenda  haec, 
quam  appetenda  ifta,  fi  forte  infelici  aufpice  porrigantur.  Infaufti  autem 
eventus  remedii  utilitatem  haud  minus  predicant  quam  effeclus  optabiliores  j 
infitam  ejus  vim  demonftrant,  efficaciam  probant,  dum  porrigentis  imperitiam 
vel  temeritatem  redarguunt,  nec  hominis  excidii  reum  habendum  eft  medica- 
men,  fed  manus  quae  inepte  vel  intempeftive  miniftrant.  Quamvis  autem,  ex 
tradita  de  emeticis  dodtrina,  facile  pe-rito  patere  poflit,  in  quibus  cafibus 
utilia,  in  quibus  nociva  fint  j haud  tamen  alienum  eft,  ut  brevi  horum  mor- 
borum  enarratione  claudatur  differtatio,  in  quibus  vomitus  imprimis  vitandus. 

imo,  Nativa  corporis  ftrudtora  apud  nonnullos  (d)  feriptores  caufa  exftat, 
quo  minus  quibufdam  propinentur  emetica ; quibus  habitus  macer  et  gracilis, 
collum  extenfius,  pedtus  anguftum,  atque  ad  votnendftin  'difficultas  ; quibus 
denique  fanguinis  fputum,  animi  deliquium,  tufils  molefta,  familiaria  fuere, 
ab  emeticis  liberati  funt : qui  verb  contraria  tempe&e  praediti  funt,  horum 

(a)  Forefli  obferv.  lib.  28.  O'bf.  21.  (b)  Opera  Dodoris  Freind,  p.  67,  80. 

(t)  Piateri  obf.  med.  p.  191.  Hildan.  dbf.  cent.  3.  obf.  58.  (d)  Vide  Fallcpium  de 
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ufum  falutarem  ex  confuko  medicorum  faepe  funt  experti.-  In  vehementiorum 
ufu  hasc  fane  perpendenda  funt,  ne  for  fan  temeritatis  vel  incuriae  pcenas 
luamus  ; nec  in  leniori  vomitu  prsecipiendo  penitus  omittenda.  Idiofyncrafia 
qumdam,  experientia  aegroto  cognita,  at  a medico,  nifi  ab  ipfo  didicerit,  nun- 
quam  detegenda,  hujus  vel  illius  medicaminis  ufum  vetaret,  quod  aliter  ab 
ignaro  porredum  multa  mala  eft  pariturum. 

1 do,  In  morbis  inflammatoriis,  ubi  fanguis  adufto  lentore  inquinatur,  im- 
meabilis  in  arteriarum  finibus  fiftitur,  neque  vi  propellendus  ; ut  in  febribus 
acutis,  inflam-mationibus  topicis,  pleuritide,  phrenitide,  hepatitide,  aliifque 
ejufmodi ; vires  vitas  minuendae  potius  quam  provehendas : ergo  perada  ac- 
ceffione,  urgente  faeviffimo  dolore,  tutum  non  erit  emeticum. 

3 tio,  Neque,  ft  multum  laedatur  vifeeris,  five  partis  alicujus  adio,  quae 
tonica  dicitur,  five  aequilibrata  potentia,  qua  folida  fluidis  reniti  deberet, 
minuatur,  emetdei  fortioris  vim  mochlicam  experiri  licet,  antequam  ratio 
partis  habita  fit,  an  tantae  vehementias  impetum  commode  ferat,  vel  incom-. 
modi  majoris  fiat  particeps.  Sic  v.  g.  in  hydrope  abdominali  exficcat  emeti- 
cum, fed  tumorem  pro  aliquo  faltem  tempore  extendit. 

4 to.  In  pulmones  emeticorum  vis  fane  ingens  eft,  quia  nifu  vomitorio  tarn 
fubito  per  eos  dimittitur  fanguinis  inafliieta  moles,  qua  diftenduntur  vafa, 
comp-rimuntur  veficulae,  quibus  fortiter  reagens  intra  detentus  aer,  prefturam 
validam  longe  validiorem  reddit ; et,  fi  dehifeentia  prius  vafa  fanguinem  effu- 
derint,  vulnufcula  certo  certius  ampliata  hoemoptoen  augebunt.  Quin  et  in 
incipiente  hoemoptoe,  ab  externa  caufa  produda,  dum  fanguis  adhuc  blandus, 
nec  fordida  tabe  contaminatus,  vix  fere  ad  emeticum  licet  confugere,  quo  e 
veficulis  pulmonicis  exeutiatur  latens  cruor,  qui,  ftagnando  corruptus,  mor- 
bum,  alioqui  haud  periculofiftimum,  intenderet.  Pulmonicis  igitur  vix  porri- 
genda  funt,  nifi  puris  inundatio  pulmones  obruat,  et  lethum  a fuffocantc 
materia,  alias  inevitabile,  adfuturum  fit. 

5 to,  Denique  cavendum  eft  ab  horum  ufu  in.  eis  morbis,  qui  pro  caufis 
agnofeunt  fanguinem  multum  crafTum,  pituitam  valde  tenacem,  copiofam, 
pene  immobilem,  aliamve  quameunque  hujufmodi  materiem,  cerebrum  et  ner- 
vorum fontem  gravantem,  ut  gravior  apoplexite,  paraplegiae,  hemiplegia 
fpecies,  veternus,  carus  et  ejufmodi.  Aldus  enim  morbum  plerumque  figunt, 
vel  in  ipfa  forte  operatione  hominem  interimunt.  Vix  ad  eorum  ufu  dehor- 
tatione  opus  eft,  licet  aliqua  fymptomata  ea  neceflaria  efie  alioquin  innuerent, 
quando  imminet  adhuc  hasmorrhagiae  metus,  poll  vulnerata  aut  detruncata 
membra ; vel  denique  quando  per  ampliores  abfeeffus,  aut  aliud  quodcunque 
oftium,  apertus  paratur  exitus,  per  quem  fado  ingenti  impetu  emanet  cum 
vita  cruor. 
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P R O CE  M I U Mr 

AS  vigour  of  body,  acumen  of  mind,  prefent  health,  and  a foundation  for  fu- 
ture, with  the  fweetnefs  of  a life  unmolefted  by  difeafe,  depend  in  great 
meafure  on  the  date  of  that  noble  vifcus  the  ftomach ; fo  phyficians,  both  an- 
cient and  modern,  have  ufed  every  effort  to  preferve  a function  of  fo  much 
utility  to  the  body  in  a found  ftate.  They  knew,  by  experience,  that  if  the 
ftomach  was  healthy,  lefs  was  to  be  feared  from  other  parts  ; but  this  being 
difeafed,  other  parts  could  not  long  remain  found.  We  daily  obferve  that  the 
gout,  dropfy,  fcurvy,  confumption,  infania,  the  worft  kinds  of  fevers  (and 
other  frill  worfe  difeafes,  if  worfe  can  be)  feldom  happen  but  the  ftomach  is- 
firft  affedled  ; and  if  by  chance  they  fhould  arife  from  fome  other  part,  yet 
they  become  more  fevere  in  proportion  as  this  great  animal  laboratory  recedes 
from  a healthy  flate.  Hence  therefore  it  appears,  how  much  thofe  who  minifter 
to  the  aid  of  nature  in  curing  difeafes,  ought  earneftly  to  attend  to  its  fafety. 
But  the  faults  of  the  ftomach  itfelf,,  and  of  the  matters  it  contains,  as  alfo  the 
difeafes  which  arife  from  hence,  often  require  the  aid  of  depletion  ; and  moft 
commonly  there  is  no  remedy  more  happily  exhibited,  either  to-  take  off  the 
faults  of  the  one,  or  eradicate  the  effedls  of  the  other,  than  evacuation  by 
vomit.  Hence  emetics  were  fo  much  celebrated  among  the  antients,  that 
Hippocrates  (a)  even  recommended  them  to  the  healthy,  if  they  wifhed  to  re- 
main fo,  and  often  advifed  to  repeat  them  ; although  medicines  of  this  clafs, 
common  among  the  antients,  were  extremely  rough  and  unmanageable,  and 
could  not  be  given  without  difgult  to  the  patient,  and  anxiety  to  the  phyfician. 


P A R T T H E FIRST. 

i.  VOMITING  is  that  a<ftion  of  the  ftomach,  diaphragm,  and  abdominal 
mufcles,  by  which  the  contents  of  the  ftomach,  being  fqueezed  as  in  a 


(a)  Hippocrat.  de  diseta,  lib.  3.  et  alibi  paffirm 


prefs. 
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prefs,  are  thrown  up  by  the  mouth  with  great  force  ; for  by  the  contraction- 
of  thefe  vifcera,  all  the  other  vifcera  of  the  abdomen  are  prefted  upwards ; 
hence  the  pylorus  is  conftringed,  and  the  matters  contained  in  the  ftomach 
being  prefled  by  the  mufcular  force  of  it  (a )3  and  the  furrounding  parts, 
into  the  upper  orifice,  they  dilate  it,  and  eafiiy  force  their  way  through  the 
contracted  longitudinal  fibres  of  the  oefophagus. 

2.  Any  powerful  ftimulus  thrown  into  the  ftomach,  and  applied  to  its 
nerves,  may  excite  this  aCtion,  on  account  of  the  connection  between  the 
nerves  of  the  ftomach  and  thofe  of  the  abdominal  mufcles  and  diaphragm. 

3.  Too  great  a quantity  and  bulk  of  things  taken  into  the  ftomach,  though 
they  fhould  have  no  other  difagreeable  ftimulus,  or  at  leaft  but  very  little, 
may  excite  naufea,  and  then  vomiting  ; fuch  are  cold  water  mixed  with  fome 
aromatic  fubftance,  fweetmeats,  and  thofe  dainties  which,  pleafing  the  pa- 
late, are  greedily  fwallowed  beyond  the  bounds  of  moderation.— Whatever 
irritates  the  nerves  of  the  ftomach,  or  any  way  greatly  difturbs  the  equable 
motion  of  the  nervous  fluid,  will  oxcite  vomiting  ; fuch  as,  a contufion,  or 
vehement  fhaking  of  the  head  ; the- motion  of  a fhip  or  carriage,  to  thofe  not 
ufed  to  it ; a ftrong  imagination  or  recolleClion  of  fome  unpleafant  naufeous 
thing : thefe,  and  the  like,  will  fometimes  affeCt  the  delicate  with  great  difguft 
and  vomiting. 

4.  But  it  is  found  that  all  fubftances,  though  endowed  with  a ftimulus,  do 
not  with  equal  certainty  produce  their  effeCls  on  the  ftomach  and  neigh- 
bouring parts,  but  fometimes  promote  an  excretion  by  one,  fometimes  by 
another  of  the  emunCtories  : antiquity  therefore  fet  apart  certain  fubftances 
for  this  purpofe  only,  which  they  found  almoft  conftantly  excited  vomiting, 
and  which  experience  had  taught  were  peculiarly  adapted  above  others  to 
perform  this  office.  Thefe  the  Greeks  called  ’Eg-mx*,  Emetica  ; the  Latins 

V OMITORIA. 

5.  But  the  catalogue  of  thefe  was  defective  among  the  antients,  though 
large ; for  they  were  acquainted  with  few  emetics,  which  are  not  found  to  be 
either  extremely  rough  and  unfavourable,  or  altogether  gentle  and  weak; 
at  leaft  if  our  catalogue  of  fimples,  marked  with  this  title,  be  the  fame  as 
theirs,  as  will  appear  to  any  one  who  examines  their  writing".  The  Vera- 
trum,  or  White  Hellebore , was  fometimes  fatal,  and  the  action  of  others  doubt- 
ful. What  wonder  then  if  patients  airlifted  with  fome  dangerous  difeafe, 
preferred  any  other  kind  of  remedy  to  a violent  and  cruel,  or  elfe  too  gen- 
tle, uncertain,  and  often  an  ineffectual  emetic  ? Hence  the  patient,  alarmed, 
detefted  the  phyfician,  and  the  phyfician  hefitated  to  give  the  remedy  which 
premifed  fo  much  relief ; from  which  both  the  one  and  the  other  fuffered 

(a)  Wepfer  de  Cicuta  Aquatica,  cap.  15.  hift.  I. 

conftderabLe 


On  the  life  of  "Emetics.  41 

confiderable  inconvenience.  And  although  Hippocrates  underftood  the  me- 
thod of  moderating  the  force  of  emetics,  yet  many  others  lefs  fkillful  were 
often  difappointed  in  their  expedtation.  And  chemiftry,  which  has  difco- 
vered  fo  many  famous  remedies,  hardly  fupplies  us  with  any  emetic  which 
we  can  give  with  fafety  to  the  young  and  delicate.  Sydenham  alfo  in  his 
time  lamented,  that  even  then  there  was  wanting  an  emetic,  which  was 
both  fafe,  and  at  the  fame  tim t Jufficiently  efficacious , fuch  as  pradtitioners  now 
iind  in  the  celebrated  Ipecacoanha  root.  But  it  is  not  my  purpofe  to  defcend 
to  particular  emetics ; it  will  be  fufficient  only  to  point  out  their  daffes  ac- 
cording to  their  various  powers. 

6.  It  has  been  the  cuftom  of  fome  to  divide  this  order  of  evacuants  into 
gentle , more  powerful,  and  th e ftrongeft  emetics ; and  not  improperly  ; for 
thofe  different  fimples  ufed  at  prefent  to  excite  vomiting  may  be  conveniently 
ranged  under  this  threefold  order.  No  regard  however  muft  be  had  to  their 
efficacy  as  difcovered  by  the  fenfes,  that  is  of  fmelling  and  tafte,  but  the 
diftribution  muft  be  founded  wholly  on  experience. 

7.  Emetics  called  lenient  or  gentle  are  of  two  kinds;  1.  Such  as  by  their 
;bulk,  or  by  a very  flight  irritation  united  to  their  bulk,  offend  the  fto- 
mach : fuch  are,  water  that  is  warm,  vifcid,  fugared,  mixed  with  honey,  oil, 
or  fait;  fat  broths,  infufions  of  green  tea,  carduus  benedidtus,  chamomile- 
flowers,  and  others  of  the  like  kind,  drawn  from  different  aromatic  plants. 
2.  Of  this  order  are,  the  fmall  dofe  of  a more  powerful  emetic,  which  pof- 
feflfes  a ftimulus  fo  ftrong,  that  in  a diminiffied  dofe  it  can  provoke  either  a 
naufea,  or  an  attempt  to  vomit,  without  urging  its  effedts  any  farther.  Thefe 
are  chiefly  taken  from  the  clafs  of  falts,  which,  being  immediately  diffolved 
in  the  gaftric  juices,  and  quickly  difperfed  every  way,  are  applied  to  the 
nerves,  and  ffiortly  thrown  up,  and  being  wholly  diffolved,  are  walked  off  by 

the  liquors  drank,  and  their  effedts  prefently  ceafe. A thread  paffed  down 

the  cefophagus,  an  irritation  of  the  gullet  by  a feather  wet  with  oil,  a nau- 
feating  idea,  an  unufual  agitation  of  a fhip,  the  fhaking  of  a carriage  drawn 
over  a rough  road,  and  laftly,  the  flighter  paflions  of  the  mind,  belong  to 
this  clafs.  I do  not  deny  but  the  caufes  juft  mentioned  excite  violent  vomit- 
ings in  fome  perfons,  but  in  the  generality  they  do  not,  nor  do  their  effedts 
continue  long  and  powerful. 

8.  The  clafs  of  Jlronger  emetics  is  formed  out  ©f  thofe  mentioned  § 7,  num- 
ber 2d,  the  dofe  only  or  caufe  being  increafed;  or  it  may  be  formed  of 
thofe  fubftances  which  have  a more  firm  texture,  and  hence  produce  a more 
flow  but  more  vehement  effedt : for,  fhooting  out  their  vellicating  particles, 
they  infinuate  themfelves  by  degrees  into  the  cells  and  foldings  of  the  in- 
ner coat  of  the  ftomach,  adhere  to  the  nervous  fibrillae,  and  create  and  in- 
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creafe  uneafinefs ; and,  the  feat  where  they  fix  being  covered,  they  can- 
not be  thrown  off  by  the  redoubled  efforts  of  vomiting,  until  their  ftrength 
by  repeated  operation  be  weakened  ; hence  ariles  a longer  and  more  vehe- 
ment vomiting.  — Many  medicines  which  operate,  by  vomiting,  in  frequent 
u:e  in  the  prelent ' practice,  are  to  be  added  to  this  clafs : of  vegetables,- 
for  example,  afarum,  ipecacoanha,.  wild  horfe  - radilh,  muftard  - feed,  fquiils 
with  their  various  preparations  and  combinations : of  metals,  fome  fairs,  the 
products  of  chemilby,  as  the  vitriol  of  fteel  and  vitriolic  falts;  but  thole 
prepared  from  copper  feem  to  merit  a preference,  to  all  others,  that  is,  the 
fal  cupri  and  its  tincture.  To  thefe  muff  be  added  emetic  tartar,  and  a di- 
minifhed  dofe  of  lome  out  of  the  clafs  following. 

9.  We  call  thofe  the  moft  powerful  emetics  which,  the  dogmatic  and  efpe- 
daily  rational  art  avoids,  on  account  of  the  cruel  and  vehement  effects  often 
experienced  from  them,  and  which  conftant  obfervation  has  taught  cannot  be 
exhibited  without  imminent  danger  to  the  whole  machine,  and  which  are 
very  feldom  preferibed  except  by  a bold  medicafter,  or  by  a regular  phyfi- 
cian  in  fome  certain  difeafe  which  requires  the  moft  powerful  remedy al- 
though indeed  it  is  difficult  to  fix  the  exact  limits  between  this  and  the  pre- 
ceding clafs.  The  vegetable  kingdom  affords  many  medicines  of  this  kind, 
efpecially  under  the  dais  of  purgatives,  the  dofe  of  which  being  inereafed,- 
often  produces  cruel  vomitings,  and  particularly  if  taken  from  the  refins. 
Refinous  fubftances  are  but  little  milcible  with  the  animal  fluids,  and  remain- 
ing undiffolved,  they  accrete  to  the  cavity  of  the  ftomach,  and  occafion  the 
moft  violent  pains,  fpafms,  and  exceffive  vomitings:  this  is  evident  from  thofe 
tortures  which  the  fide  experience  after  taking  the  refin  of  jalap,  or  any  other 
of  the  fame  kind,  not  rightly  diffolved  by  triture,  or  made  mifcible  with  our 
fluids  by  fome  other  method;  whilft  perhaps  the  natural  humours  are  de- 
prived of  their  native  loap,  and  all  is  fuli  of  a watery  phlegm.  To  thefe 
-may  be  added  the  white  hellebore,  fome  fpecies  of  the  tithymali,  tobacco, 
and  many  other  plants  called  deleterious  : the  clafs  may  be  increafed  alfo 
by  the  more  acrid  preparations  of  antimony,  and  thofe  emetics  prepared  from 
mercury,  together  with  many  poifonous  metals. 

10.  From  the  defeription  hitherto  given  it  is  evident,  1.  That  vomiting: 
cannot  be  excited  without  fome  ftimulus  (I  mean  any  thing  whicli  can  alter 
the  motion  of  the  vital  fluid,  or  the  action  of  the  nerves)  applied  to  fome  re- 
gion of  the  nervous  fyftem.  2.  That  from  the  action  of  that  upon  the  nerves, 
ar.d  cf  thefe  upon  the  mufcles,  (§1)  there  neceffarily  happens  an  evacuation 
of  the  contents  of  the  gaftric  region.  3.  Laftly,  That  thefe  can  by  no  means 
happen  without  a ftrong  compreflion  of  certain  parts,  a powerful  concuffion 
of  others,  and  a great  motion  of  the  whole  body.  Thefe  always  attend  the 
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•mod:  gentle  vomiting;  they  increafe,  as  the  power  of  the  emetic  is  extended; 
and,  the  ftimulus  being  increafed,  they  may  be  carried  even  to  the  ruin  of  the 
ftrudture  of  the  parts. 

11.  The  fore-mentioned  conditions  are  always  connected  .with  vomiting,  and 
moft  of  thofe  changes  produced  or  expedted  from  emetics,  are  entirely  depen- 
dent upon  them : being  about,  therefore,  to  enquire,  what  are  the  effects  of 
thefe,  arifing  from  that  threefold  caufe,  I fhall  reply  to  thele  queflions ; viz.. 
What  is  the  ufe  of  an  emetic,  merely  as  a ftimulant  ? or,  merely  as  an  evacuant? 
and  laftly,  How  far  can  it  affedt  the  whole  body  by  its  mechanical  .force  ? 

TART  THE  SECOND. 

Of  the  Ufe  of  Emetics , derived  from  their  Stimulus. 

T2.  ANATOMY  has  not  yet  difcovered.  any  parts  of  the  body  which  may 
properly  be  efteemed  the  objects  of  ftimulj,  except  the  nerves,  which 
primarily  fuffer  the  effedts  of  them,  whatever  they  be,  and  propagate  them  to 
other  parts,  as  appears  by  many  experiments.  For  by  experiments  we  learn, 
that  not  only  the  part  to  which  the  irritating  lubftance  is  applied  fuffers  a 
change,  but  alfo  the  effedt  is  propagated  to  the  origin,  termination,  and  extre- 
mities of  the  fp reading  branches  of  the  nerves,  and  alfo  to  the  branches  fhoot- 
ing  off  to  the  oppofite  region  of  the  body,  though  from  a different  caufe. 

13.  The  principal  effects  are,  a greater  acceflion  of  the  vital  energy  to  the 
part  affedted,  and  a diminution  of  it  in  others ; and,  the  equable  moderate 
diflribution  of  it  being  loft,  the  motion  is  both  accelerated  and  confufed.  But 
thefe  will  all  be  different  in  degree,  and  more  or  lefs  confpicuous,  according 
as  the  vehemence  and  force  of  the  exciting  caufe  is  different,  and  according 
to  the  difpofition,  number,  and  bignefs  of  the  nerves,  and  the  thicknefs  of 
the  coats  -with  which  they  are  covered. 

14.  Moft  of  the  learned  acknowledge,  that  this  caufe  or  energy,  (§  13)  is 
a moft  fubtile  moveable  liquid,  endowed  with  all  the  common  properties  of  a 
fluid,  and  derived  from  the  brain,  by  a conftant,  gentle,  placid  motion,  to  every 
feparate  part  of  the  body.  Nor  will  any  one  deny  this,  who  has  attentively 
read  over  what  Boerhaave  (a)  has  written  on  this  fubjedt ; or  well  confidered 
what  our  celebrated  profeflor  of  anatomy  (b)  has  faid  upon  it,  in  an  order  and 
method  ftill  more  clear  and  beautiful. 

15.  Nor  does  it  feem  probable  that  the  animal  fpirits  are  ever  hurried  along 
with  fuch  unbridled  precipitate  impetuofity,  as  to  become  the  caufe  of  fo  many 

(a)  Boerhaave’s  Inft.  § 275,  ad  29.2.  (b)  Monro’s  Anatomical  Treatife  of  the  Nerves. 
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prodigious  effeCts,  or  to  form  the  efience  of  fuch  a number  of  difeafes  : or  that  this 
difpofition  to  motion,  can  arife  from  any  exceflive  preternatural  mobility;  for  the 
impetus  of  the  fpirits  depends  only  on  ftrong  vital  powers,  whereas  difeafes  of 
the  nervous  fyftem  moft  frequently  occur  in  perfons  of  an  oppofite  habit  and 
difpofition  of  body,  that  is,  in  the  relaxed  and  feeble,  in  whom  the  vital  powers 
are  weak.  It  is  certainly  extremely  confonant  to  the  laws  of  the  animal  ceco- 
nomy,  that  this  liquid  Ihould  be  moved  fometimes  quicker  and  fometimes 
flower:  but  there  is  fo  great  a difference  between  the  greateft  velocity,  and 
the  greateft  degree  of  inactivity,  that  we  cannot  eafily  allow  this  to  be  the 
only  origin  of  difeafes.  The  unequal  diftribution  of  the  fpirits  may  produce 
many  tumultuous  motions  in  the  body,  commonly  attributed  to  a vitiated  ftate 
of  the  nerves ; and  thofe  phaenomena  which  ufually  accompany  difeafes  called 
nervous,  are  much  more  eafily  explained  on  this  fuppofition ; nor  does  the 
aCtion  of  the  mufcles  oppofe  our  theory. 

1 6.  Any  pungent  acrid  fubftance,  applied  to  a nerve  or  its  branches,  pro- 
duces this  unequal  diftribution,  fo  that  fpafms  and  convulfions  arife;  which 
may  increafe  even  to  the  extinction  of  life.  Compreffion  alfo  made  on  the 
origin  of  any  more  remarkable  nerve,  produces  the  fame  effeCt;  or  even  an 
obftruCted  egrefs  of  the  fpirits  through  their  canals,  from  any  caufe  what- 
ever ; by  which  the  neighbouring  tubes  receive  them  in  a fuller  ftream.  The 
different  proportion  of  folids  and  fluids  peculiar  to  every  age,  as  alfo  the  tem- 
perament peculiar  to  every  perfon,  very  much  increafe  or  diminifh  this  difpofi- 
tion ; for  the  younger  the  perfon,  and  the  fofter  and  more  relaxed  his  habit 
of  body,  the  more  readily,  other  circumftances  equal,  are  the  nerves  irritated 
or  comprefled.  Experience  confirms  this  opinion:  for  the  variolous  contagion, 
even  of  the  mildeft  kind,  feldom  attacks  children  richly  fed,  whofe  blood  is 
full  of  fpirits,  and  whofe  fkin  is  endowed  with  remarkable  foftnefs,  but  dread- 
ful contractions  and  fpafms  enfue  : fits  alfo  not  unfrequently  fupervene,  altoge- 
ther fimilar  to  a true  epilepfy.  Nor  do  hyfteric  fits  always  happen  from  a 
poverty  or  want  of  the  vital  fluid,  fince  they  attack  women  of  leifure,  and  dif- 
folved  in  luxury,  more  than  others  to  whom  a harder  fate  is  allotted. 

17.  Thefe  things  thus  premifed,  we  may  eftablifh  this  general  rule;  that  if 
a difeafe  arife  from  a ftimulus  applied  to  fome  particular  part,  it  is  to  be  re- 
lieved by  deftroying  the  ftimulating  caufe,  or  by  applying  another  ftimulus 
to  the  oppofite  part ; for  the  equilibrium  being  thus  reftored,  the  difeafe  will 
terminate. 

18.  The  effeCls  mentioned  § 13,  chiefly  take  place  in  the  nerves  and  muf- 
cles. Other,  however,  and  different  effeCts  arife  in  the  neighbouring  parts,  fuch 
as  pain,  rednefs  of  the  fkin,  and  heat ; an  afflux  of  humours  with  tumor  or 
fwelling;  a compreffion  and  obftruCtion  of  the  veftels  ; a deftruCtion  of  them, 
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ftippuration,  and  gangrene.  Thefe  happen  to  the  internal  as  well  as  ex- 
ternal parts  of  the  body. 

19.  The  remedy  of  which  we  now  treat,  pofleffes  all  the  general  virtues  of 
ftimuli  hitherto  mentioned.  It  has  this,  however,  peculiar  to  itfelf,  that  we 
may  commonly  prefcribe  more  certain  limits  to  the  action  of  emetics,  than  to 
any  other  internal  ftimulant  whatever > for  other  internal  ftimuli  fometimes  ex- 
ceed the  bounds  intended,  and  rage  more  fiercely  than  is  proper,  or  elfe  are 
too  fluggilh  and  inactive ; whereas  the  force  of  an  emetic  may  be  increafed  or 
repreffed  almoft  at  pleafure,  if  we  only  except  the  more  vehement  poifons. 

20.  From  what  has  been  faid  § 13  to  20,  it  appears  what  ufe  an  emetic 
is  of,  confidered  as  a ftimulus.  It  produces  remarkable  effeCts,  among  which 
the  following  are  the  moft  confiderable.  The  flighter  fpecies  of  apoplexy, 
which  arifes  from  a cold,  fluggifh,  pituitous  matter,  the  caufe  being  recent, 
and  the  body  not  very  old,  is  often  terminated  by  an  emetic  prudently  ex- 
hibited ; for  hence  the  thick  humours  are  concoCted  and  thrown  off,  the  fmall 
mouths  of  the  nerves  are  opened,  their  paffage  is  rendered  free,  the  motion  of 
the  torpid  blood  being  at  the  fame  time  accelerated.  It  produces  the  like  ef- 
fects in  a fimilar  kind  of  palfy. 

The  epilepfy  is  a difeafe  common  in  children,  arifing  from  fome  acrid  mat- 
ter corroding  and  vellicating  the  nerves.  It  often  happens  in  adults  from  the 
fame  caufe,  and  alfo  from  the  ftronger  paftions  of  the  mind ; from  fevere  pain 
affeCting  the  limbs ; from  a difordered  motion  of  the  fpirits,  fuch  as  is  com- 
mon to  hypochondriac  and  hyfterical  perfons.  In  thefe  cafes,  if  the  fomes  of 
the  difeafe  be  moveable,  it  is  thrown  off  by  repeated  vomiting. 

The  mufcular  membrane,  which  connects  the  cartilaginous  fegments  of  the 
trachea  together,  is  formed  of  mufcular  contractile  fibres,  and  obnoxious  to 
fpafm,  efpecially  in  thofe  in  whom  the  nervous  fyftem  is  too  irritable  and 
moveable.  Thefe  fibres  are  often  inftantly  conftringed,  the  cartilages  are 
drawn  together,  and  obftinately  refift  their  ufual  elongation ; the  patient  draws 
his  breath  quick,  eagerly  catches  at  the  air,  groans  deeply;  when  at  length  fa- 
tigued with  labour,  and  ready  to  fink  under  his  anguifh,  he  feels  the  fpafm 
relieved,  the  breaft  is  expanded,  and  he  begins  to  live  as  it  were  anew.— 
What  hinders,  but  that  a dofe  of  vitriolic  fait,  the  fait  of  copper,  or  its  tinc- 
ture, fpeedily  given,  might  calm  thefe  tumults,  by  irritating  the  ftomach,  ex- 
citing vomiting,  and  changing  the  courfe  and  track  of  the  fpirits  ? The  ex- 
periment is  certainly  free  from  all  danger. 

When  the  blood  begins  to  acquire  that  difpofition  which  among  the  antients 
was  called  atra  lilts ; when  the  natural  functions  fail  through  a want  of  fpirits ; 
when  the  fpirits  improperly  pafs  only  to  fome  nerves,  and  thefe  only  exercife 
certain  functions  of  body  and  mind ; in  this  cafe  a better  remedy  can  fcarcely 
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*be  exhibited  than  an  emetic,  moderated  by  certain  cautions,  as  afterwards  we 
fhall  have  occafion  to  mention. 

In  fpafmodic  difeafes,  and  many  others  of  the  nervous  kind,  which  feem  to 
arife  from  inactivity  and  languor  in  the  chylopoietic  fyftem,  emetics  feem 
to  be  of  real  fervice.  The  Chorea  Viti,  a difeafe  which  certainly  for  obftinacy 
is  fecond  to  few  of  this  kind,  even  fometimes  acknowledges  the  power  of  this 
remedy  (a).  And  though  emetics  are  not  of  ufe  in  thefe  difeafes  merely  by 
their  ftimulant  power,  yet  they  do  much  good  by  foliciting  a greater  afflux 
of  fpirits  towards  the  organs,  which  fuffer  through  a penury  or  want  of  them, 
and  are  hence  obnoxious  to  difeafe. 

Laftly,  in  moft  chronic  difeafes,  when  a thick  pituitous  matter  fpoils  the 
.comely  habit,  the  fo'lids,  loaded  with  it,  vibrate  too  fiowly,  and  the  fluids, 
mow  become  vifcid,  are  propelled  through  the  veflels  with  greater  difficulty,  and, 
the  general  powers  of  the  body  being  either  loft  or  depraved,  demonftrate 
either  a want  or  too  great  a fluggifhnefs  of  the  vital  fluid,  as  in  a fpontaneous 
gluten  or  acrimony ; emetics,  although  they  do  not  perform  a cure  merely  as 
ftimulants,  yet  they  are  to  be  preferred  to  all  other  remedies,  efpecially  if  we 
take  into  the  account  the  other  effedts  of  vomiting. 

ai.  The  other  effedt  of  the  adtion  mentioned  § 18,  is  a quicker  fecretion  of 
the  thinner  fluids  : this  the  irritation  or  ftimulus  performs  in  two  ways ; firft, 
it  increafes  the  motion  of  the  blood  in  the  larger  veflels,  by  exciting  them  to  .a 
more  frequent  and  ftronger  re-adtion  on  the  fluids,  and  procuring  an  attenua- 
tion of  them ; and  hence  an  aptnefs  to  fecretion  : fecondly,  it  facilitates  the 
preparation,  and  accelerates  the  paffage  of  the  humours  in  the  organs  of  fe- 
cretion themfelves.  Hence,  from  the  fame  ftimulus  different  fecretions  are  in- 
creafed,  according  as  it  is  differently  determined  to  this  or  that  fecretory  organ. 

PART  THE  THIRD. 

Of  the  Ufe  of  Emetics  as  Evacuants, 

'2  2.  J’T  feems  not  improper  to  divide  the  effedts  of  an  emetic,  confldered  as 
an  evacuant,  into  two  kinds  : the  firft  is  a depletion  of  the  ftomach,  its 
contents  being  thrown  up ; the  fecond,  an  increafed  excretion  in  other  parts 
by  the  exertions  of  vomiting.  But  as  this  does  not  acknowledge  vomiting 
as  its  proximate  caufe,  it  may  more  properly  be  placed  among  the  mecha- 
nical effedts  of  an  emetic,  and  merits  the  appellation  of  an  univerfal  evacuation. 
The  other  particular  is  an  expulfion  of  the  matters  lodged  in  the  inteftines, 

or 


(a)  Cheyne’s  EfTay  on  the  Gout,  p.  1 13,  edit.  4. 


Gn  the  TJfe  of  Emetics.  47 

of  driven  thither  by  the  force  of  ftimuli,  or  laftly,  which  have  flowed  back  from 
the  neighbouring  parts  into  them  ; concerning  which,  a good  method  requires 
that  we  now  fpeak. 

23.  Subftances  hurtful  to  the  body,  taken  in  by  the  mouth,  or  carried  into 
the  ftomach  from  fome  other  part,  require  the  inftant  relief  of  an  emetic ; nor 
does  the  art  of  medicine  know  any  more  powerful  aid  effectually  to  extirpate 
the  morbid  effects  of  them,  or  to  foften  and  meliorate  fome  alarming  fymp- 
toms  produced  by  them,  than  a vomit. 

24.  Food  and  drink  are  juftly  reckoned  among  the  ingefta  mentioned  para- 
graph 23 ; for  the  inevitable  lot  of  life  makes  thefe  neceffary  as  long  as  we 
breath  the  vital  air  : but  the  reafons  I pafs  over.  And  the  very  different  qua- 
lity of  the  fubftances  from  which  our  food  is  prepared,  often  foreign  to  the 
nature  of  our  body  the  incautious  ufe  of  fome  things,  and  exceflive  gluttony- 
in  others ; laftly,  an  appetite  for  fomething  forbidden  or  hurtful,  a fault  in 
the  choice  of  meat  and  drink,  and  in  the  moderate  quantity  of  them ; have  in- 
troduced innumerable  complaints  into  the  ftomach.  Hence  th'e  fruitful  pro- 
geny of  difeafes,  threatening  cruel  pains  to  the  ftomach  itfelf,  and  hurtful  to  the 
extreme  windings  of  the  veffels ; all  of  which  the  nature  of  my  undertaking 
requires  me  to  explain  feparately,  but  the  narrow  limits  of  time  forbid  it : and 
indeed  my  labour  would  be  loft,  fince  the  talk,  compleatly  finifhed,  was  not 
long  ago  publiihed  under  your  aufpices,  in  an  elegant  differtation  (a ) de  noxis 
tx  cibi  potujque  uju  et  abufu  oriundis. 

25.  Too  great  a.  quantity  of  things  taken  into  the  ftomach  produces  the  dif- 
eafes there  deferibed;  thefe  are  ufually  relieved  by  depletion,  which,  if  the  pa- 
tient have  a difpofition  towards  it,,  is  to.  be  made  by  vomiting ; for  by  this 
method  the  offending  matter  is  quickeft  carried  off,  and  any  part  of  the  crude  un- 
concoCted  aliment  prevented  from  pafiing  into  the  interior  parts  of  the  body. 

The  vitiated  quality  of  food  requires  the  fame  remedy,  whilft  it  remains  in 
the  ftomach,  or  is  not  carried  far  beyond  it.  Subftances  which  have  a greater 
native  tenacity  than  what  the  powers  of  the  body  can  overcome,  retaining  their 
own  nature,  corrupt,  and  pafs  into  a kind  of  ropy  phlegm.  The  cafe  is  the  fame 
if  the  expulfive  faculty  of  the  ftomach  be  weakened  or  hindered,  which,  as 
practitioners  teftify,  often  happens  in  debilitated  habits ; for  then,  though  the 
ingefta  be  not  remarkably  faulty  either  in  quantity  or  quality,  yet  they  fpon- 
taneoufly  contract  a vitiated  quality,  which  arifes  from,  and  is  increafed  by 
their  delay  in  the  ftomach.  Hence  arife  different  fpecies  of  acrimony ; hence 
the  fpring  of  mucus,  and  a tough  pituitous  matter ; which  as  they  feparately 
prevail,  or  are  mixed  together,  aided  by  the  temperament  of  the  perfon  in- 


(a)  Autore  Henrico  Tong. 
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dined  to  this  or  that,  they  produce  different,  and  fometimes  truly  alarming 
fymptoms.  So  many  kinds  of  depraved  appetite;  a total  lofs  of  it;  a dimi- 
nution or  exceflive  increafe  of  it ; a vitiated,  leffened,  or  total  want  of  digeftion ; 
or  a corruption  of  theundigefted  matter;  often  arife  from  thefe  as  their  proxi- 
mate caufes. 

It  may  eafily  be  learned  from  the  patient  himfelf,  what  had  been  the  predif- 
ponant  caufe ; and  hence  the  quality  of  the  matter  will  appear,  and  what  re- 
medies are  to  be  ufed.  Emetics  evacuate  the  fomes  of  the  complaint,  and  utterly 
eradicate  the  proximate  caufe.  Yet  we  muff  not  trull  wholly  to  thefe ; but  by 
exhibiting  llrengthening  remedies  (a  vomit  being  repeated  at  proper  intervals) 
we  deffroy  the  difeafe  from  its  lowed:  root. 

2 6.  If  any  acrid  fubdance  taken  into  the  body  either  by  chance  or  defign, 
whether  under  the  name  of  a medicine  or  a poifon,  threatens  an  injury  to 
the  drudlure  of  the  parts,  it  is  to  be  expelled  as  foon  as  poffible,  and  efpe- 
cially  by  thofe  paffages  where  it  may  pafs  out  of  the  body  fafely,  without 
hurting  the  Gther  parts.  If  only  a fmall  quantity  has  entered  the  intedinal 
tube,  an  emetic  is  to  be  greatly  preferred  to  any  other  remedy,-  and  often 
finifhes  the  cure ; nor  mud  it  be  omitted,  if  a very  fmall  portion  only  continues 
to  adhere  to  the  domach.  The  fird  clafs,  mentioned  fedtion  7,  affords  an  am- 
ple fupply  of  remedies,  by  which  many  fpecies  of  poifons  are  vanquilhed  and 
expelled ; and  if  there  be  fuch  a thing  as  an  univerfal  antidote,  it  is  perhaps 
warm  water  copioudy  drank.  In  the  choice  of  thefe  remedies,  however,  there 
is  need  of  prudence ; expulfion  does  not  always  compleat  our  wifhes,  but  the 
tender  parts  to  which  the  poifon  or  acrid  matter  is  applied,  are  to  be  pre- 
ferved  from  its  injuries,  the  pains  to  be  mitigated,  and  the  raging  cruelty  of 
the  poifon  appeafed,  even  while  we  attempt  a fpeedy  ejedlion  of  it.  And  here 
alfo,  the  nature  of  the  matter  taken  into  the  body  being  known,  points  out  to 
the  phydcian  the  means  of  procuring  a timely  relief  to  the  unhappy  fufferer. 
So  alkaline  falts  diluted,  are  oppofed  to  the  acid  poifons ; faponaceous  fub- 
ftances  prepare  the  oily  for  mixture ; water  and  watery  bodies  divide  falts  of  all 
kinds,  and  deffroy  their  powers ; acrids  take  off  the  effects  of  thofe  which  have 
an  oily  glutinous  vifcofity;  and  fo  of  the  reft.  The  reader  may  confult 
what  Boerhaave  (a)  has  fo  excellently  written  on  this  fubjedl,  in  his  chapter 
on  antidotes. 

2J.  Nor  does  there  only  happen  by  emetics  an  evacuation  of  the  ingefta,  but 
alfo  of  all  the  humours  carried  into  the  ftomach  from  other  parts.  Thefe  come 
either  from  the  veffels  of  the  ftomach  itfelf,  or  from  thofe  of  the  neighbour- 
ing vifcera.  And  indeed  the  effedts  of  pungent  fubftances,  mentioned  § 21,  are 
AO  where  more  clearly  feen  than  in  this  vifcus.  This  will  appear,  if  we  confider 


(a)  Inftitutiones  Medics,  § 1 1 19, 


the 


On  the  Vfe  of  Emetics.  49 

the  abundance  of  nerves  difperfed  through  the  coats  of  it,  the  number  of  glands 
and  their  office,  and  laftly  the  capacity  of  the  veffels  with  which  this  vifcus  is 
furniffied  in  proportion  to  its  bulk.  The  foftnefs  of  the  coats  gives  an  eafy  en- 
trance to  the  nerves,  and  a fpacious  cavity  exhibits  a large  fuperficies.  Hence 
arifes  a more  remarkable  aftion,  or  a more  plentiful  excretion  of  the  gaftric  li- 
quor ; which,  as  it  is  always  large,  if  it  be  increafed,  mult  neceffarily  in  fome 
meafure  alter  the  whole  body,  by  difpelling  and  drying  up  the  ferous  humours. 
Hence  arife  thofe  excellent  effects  of  emetics  in  difeafes  originating  from  a ferous 
vapid  colluvies-,  as  in  catarrhs,  the  leucophlegmatia,  diabetes,  fluor  albus,  and 
others  of  this  kind,  of  which  we  ffiall  fpeak  more  fully  in  the  following  fe&ions. 

2.8.  The  liver  and  pancreas  are  fituated  near  the  ftcmach ; and  both  of  them 
fometimes  difcharge  their  fecreted  fluids  into  its  cavity;  which  by  their  quantity 
or  acrimony  or  both,  may  diforder  chylification.  The  bile  is  frequently  ac- 
cufed  as  guilty  of  producing  difeafes,  the  pancreatic  juice  more  feldom.  The 
antients  blamed  the  bile  as  the  parent  of  the  moll  cruel  diforders ; but  many 
of  the  moderns  deny  this,  and  contend  that  the  bile  is  not  fo  frequently  the  caufe 
of  complaints  as  the  antients  imagined  : but  if  thefe  had  well  underftood  what 
the  antients  meant  by  bile,  the  wifer  amongftthem  at  leaft,  would  perhaps  have 
thought  their  dogmata  ought  not  to  have  been  fo  rafhly  rejedted ; for  not  only 
the  liquor  fupplied  by  the  liver  and  gall-bladder  came  under  the  title  of  bile, 
but  alfo  a confiderable  part  of  the  whole  mafs  of  blood,  which  the  moderns 
commonly  call  oil ; which,  as  we  learn  from  chemiftry,  is  as  fruitful  a fource  of 
difeafes  at  prefent,  as  it  was  formerly  under  the  celebrated  name  of  bills  flava. 
But  here  we  treat  of  the  veflcular  and  hepatic  bile,  propelled  upwards  into 
the  ftomach,  or  of  any  other  liquor  brought  thither,  which  is  productive  of  like 
mifchiefs  as  the  bile  itfelf ; and  fuch  is  the  oily  humour  fometimes  thrown  up 
by  vomiting;  yellow,  of  an  horrible  bitternefs,  and  tafte  fcarce  ever  to  be  for- 
gotten, refembling  the  bile,  except  only  that  the  bile  never  blazes  in  the  fire, 
but  this,  like  pure  oil,  catches  flame  if  it  be  thrown  from  the  mouth  on  burn- 
ing coals.  It  arifes  from  oily  meats,  changed  by  the  heat  of  the  place  into  this 
moft  filthy  difagreeable  matter ; aided  all'o  by  too  infatiable  an  appetite,  as 
Horace  intimates : 

Nempe  inamarefcunt  epuhe  fine  fine  petit <s ; 

lllufique  pedes  vitiofum  feme  recufant 

Corpus.  

The  bile,  and  this  yellow  filth  approaching  to  the  nature  of  it,  have  alike  this 
quality,  that  ftagnation  in  a hot  place  renders  them  both  more  acrid  and  horrible  ; 
much  in  the  manner  of  oil,  which,  expofed  to  a gentle  continued  heat,  pafies 
from  a tafte  extremely  bland,  a fmell  not  remarkable,  and  a'yellowifh  colour, 
through  various  degrees  of  corruption,  to  the  higheft  pitch  of  putridity,  and 
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at  length  puts  on  the  mp|  violent  acrimony  to  the  tafte,  exhales  the  moft  rank 
mephitic  fmell,  and  prefents  to  the  eyes  ugly  blacknefs.  Both  kinds  of  bile 
juft  mentioned,  evidently  undergo  firpilar  changes,  ar-e  fubjed  to  the  fame 
laws,  wherever  collected  in  the  body,,  until  the  uneafy  guefts  promote  their  own 
expulfion.  For  otherwife  the  pitiable  fufferer  is  tortured  with  dreadful  cruel 
pains,  gripes,  naufea,  and  vomiting,  which  do  not  however  terminate  the  pain, 
but  continue  to  harrafs  the  patient  even  till  death,  especially  if  a hot  temperament 
of  the  perfon,  the  heat  of  the  fun,  a rancid  or  fermenting  food,  have  added  fuel 
and  flame  to  the  difeafe.  Here  then  is  the  cholera,  the  moft  direful  of  dif- 
eafes  : a fever  is  kindled,  the  vifcera  are  inflamed,  the  ftrength  fallen  finks  un- 
der the  load,  and  unlefs  another  Sydenham  fits  by  the  bed,  and  watches  over 
the  patient,  a gangrene  creeping  on  the  vifcera  terminates  the  cruel  torture 
and  life  together.  But  the  matter  which  caufes  the  difeafe  is  feated  within  the 
confines  that  fultain  the  force  of  an  emetic ; and  the  removal  of  the  caufe  is 
indicated  why  not  then  try  an  evacuation  by  emetics,  or  downward  by  pur- 
gatives, or  by  both,  feeing  it  is  yet  lodged  in  the  prim 4?  1 rial  It  is  not  without 
caufe  that  prudent  phyficians  have  rejected  the  ufe  of  thefe  in  fo  great  a vio- 
lence of  the  difeafe  5 for,  whatever  good  effed  the  one  or  other  may  perform 
in  other  difeafes,  or  in  a milder  degree  of  this,  yet  in  fo  violent  a cholera  we 
mull  rather  ufe  reftraints  than  ftimuli,  as  will  eafily  appear  to  any  one  who 
confiders  the  cafe : for  the  mucus  of  the  ftomach  and  inteftinal  tube,  as  far  as 
this  acrid  inflaming  liquor  has  extended,  being  abraded,  it  is.  now  applied  to 
the  naked  nerves,  and  excites  cruel  pains,  violent  obftinate  fpafms,  kindles, 
burning  fevers  and,  the  remaining  mucus  being  conftantly  thrown  up  by 
the  emetic,  the  caufe  of  the  difeafe  is  increased,  and,  by  the  continued  efforts  of 
vomiting,  the  dreadful  effeds  are  redoubled  5 for  although  the  emetic  have 
but  the  fmallefl  degree  of  ftimulus,  yet  this,  whatever  it  be,  adds  ftrength  to 
the  enemy  lodged  within ; ftimulus  is  added  to  ftimulus,  and  by  the  united 
efforts  of  thefe  the  patient  perifhes.  But  if  the  difeafe  have  not  attained  this  de- 
gree of  violence,  if  hope  be  not  quite  cut  off,  and  if  every  thing  perfuades  us  to 
attempt  the  cure  by  emetics,  then  the  point  will  turn  on  a fkilful  choice  of  the 
remedy  : for  neither  bile,  nor  the  oily  matter,  will  unite  with  every  kind  of  li- 
quid ; it  refufes  one,  but  follows  and  unites,  with  another.  That,  therefore, 
which  is  moft  proper  to  promote  a mixture  muft  be  ufed,  regard  being  had  ta 
the  known  difpofition  of  the  difeafe,  to  which  the  remedy  muft  always  be  op- 
pofed.  Hence  Jaccharata , mellita , Japonacea , mixed  with  acefcents,  and  ail 
thofe  mentioned  fedion  7,  number  1,  which  ad  rather  by  their  bulk  than  fti- 
mulus, feem  to  promife  fuccefs  above  others. 

“ Whenever  bile  is  to  be  evacuated,”  fays  Foreftus  (aj,  <<  after  much 

(a)  Foreft.  Obferv.  lib.  18.  obf.  3. 
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broth,  or  after  a free  “ drinking  of  fome  liquid,  vomiting  is  to  be  excited ; 

“ for  bile,  like  oil,  fwims  on  the  top  of  thefe,  and  on  that  account  is  more 
« eafily  evacuated ; its  acrimony  alfo  is  moderated  by  a mixture  with  them.” 
A rule  is  certainly  always  to  be  obferved  in  curing  bilious  vomiting  ; which 
being  negledfted,  the  word:  mifchiefs  fometimes  enfue.  A cathartic,  inconfi- 
derately  given,  carries  a part  of  the  corrupted  matter  lower,  and  perhaps  into 
the  blood ; hence  again  new  miferies  arife. 

29.  So  great  an  overflow  of  pancreatic  juice  feldom  occurs,  as  alone  to  be 
efteemed  the  caufe  of  difeafe ; but  in  the  courfe  of  difeafes,  it  may  increafe 
them  : for  as  in  health  fo  large  a fecretion  of  it  is  made,  as  Brunnerus’  ex- 
periments fhew,  in  difeafes  arifing  from  a redundant  lymph  it  may  yet  become 
more  copious,  and  an  evacuation  of  this  by  an  emetic  will  diminifti  the 
ferous  colluvies. 

30.  The  acceflions  of  fevers  are  commonly  accompanied  with  naufea,  vo- 
miting, and  other  fymptoms,  which  ftiew  the  ftomach  to  be  in  a bad  ftate  : it 
ought,  however,  to  be  carefully  diftinguilhed,  whether  this  ficknefs  arifes  from 
the  vifcus  itfelf,  or  from  its  contents ; for  an  inflammation  of  the  membranes 
of  the  ftomach  requires  one  kind  of  treatment,  and  the  ftomach  loaded  with 
corrupted  fordes,  and  free  from  inflammation,  another.  It  feems  not  to  have 
been  well  underftood  by  the  more  antient  writers,  that  this  vifcus  is  equally 
obnoxious  to  inflammation  as  any  other  part  whatever,  until  Frederick  Hoff- 
mann ( a ),  in  his  Diflertations,  obferved  that  it  happens  more  frequently  than 
is  commonly  fuppofed.  He  lays  down  the  diagnoftic  figns  by  which  the 
phyfician  may  avoid  the  latent  rocks  on  which  the  incautious  eafily  ftrike. 
All  thefe  Boerhaave  has  explained  in  his  ufual  manner,  with  large  improve- 
ment, in  his  book  De  cognofcendis  et  curandis  morbis , to  which  he  has  annexed 
a neat  method  of  cure.  From  an  ignorance  of  the  true  fource  of  the  com- 
motions which  fo  often  happen  in  the  ftomach  in  the  beginning  of  fevers, 
have  arifen  thofe  contentions,  fo  anxioufly  agitated  among  practitioners,  con- 
cerning the  ufe  of  emetics  in  treating  thefe  diforders.  Some  argue  ftrenu- 
oufly  againft  their  utility,  adduce  inftances  of  their  pernicious  effects,  and 
with  a grave  countenance  forbid  their  ufe:  others  extol  their  falutary  effects 
to  the  fkies,  and  call  in  to  their  aid  hiftories  of  fuccefsful  cafes  not  lefs  credible 
than  the  former.  Indeed  it  is  eafy  to  fee  that  neither  of  them  are  much  mif- 
taken;  for  what  excruciating  tortures  does  a vomit  excite  in  the  ftomach,  when 
the  veftels  are  turgid  with  thick  blood  ; when  the  diftended  nerves  fuffer  the 
moft  violent  pains  on  the  flighted  colliflon  againft  the  irtgefta  and  when  the  coats 
of  the  ftomach  are  affedted  with  tumour,  hardnefs,  and  pain,  refembiing  a 
true  phlegmon  on  the  external  furface  of  the  body  ? What  mifchiefs  then 

(a)  F.  Hoff.  Differtat.  deed'd.  i. 
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muft  an  operation,  joined  with  fuch  violence,  produce  in  fuch  a fituation  of 
things  ? But  the  caufe  of  pain  and  uneafinefs  oftener  proceeds  from  the  con- 
tents of  the  ftomach,  and  then  certainly  an  emetic  produces  commendable  ef- 
fects ; and  Hippoc/ates,  Sydenham,  and  the  moft  famous  practitioners  in  the 
healing  art,  warrant  their  ufe.  Reafon  alfo,  fupported  by  practice,  fpeaks  the 
fame  thing  : tc  (a)  If-  vomiting,”  fays  Sydenham , cc  or  an  ineffectual  pro- 
“ penfity  to  it,  has  difturbed  the  patient,  an  emetic  muft  by  all  means  be  pre- 
iC  fcribed.”  For,  as  Hippocrates  teftifies,  if  any  one  chufes  to  exhibit  much 
water  to  a perfon  vomiting,  hcnAucrSiicr/Ja*  s.  iffia  <r\iv  TW  c[jAtu,  uvtu  y.\v  Sia,  to 
Ifj.'zav  o n ravehxi ; the  cauje  of  the  ficknejs  will  be  wajhed  off  with  the  emetic, 

and  thus  by  a vomit  the  vomiting  will  ceaje.  Nor  is  this  the  only  advantage 
gained,  but  it  will  alfo  be  of  great  ufe  both  to  the  phyfician  and  patient, 
through  the  courfe  of  the  difeafe,  as  we  learn  from  Sydenham.  cc  To  exhibit  a 
« vomit,  when  there  precedes  a propeniity  to  it,  is  fo  necefiary,  that,  unlefs 
“ the  humour  be  expelled,  it  will  become  the  fource  of  many  difeafes,  a tor- 
{C  ment  to  the  phyfician  through  the  whole  courfe  of  the  cure,  and  throw 
“ the  patient  into  great  danger.  Of  thefe  effeCfs  the  chief  and  moft  com- 
« mon  is  a diarrhoea,  which  generally  follows  in  the  decline  of  a fever,  aa 
c<  often  as  an  emetic,  when  indicated,  has  been  omitted.  And  although  the 
««  propenfity  to  vomit  may  have  been  over  fome  time,  yet  the  diarrhoea  will 
« ceafe  as  foon  as  an  emetic  is  exhibited,  provided  the  patient  have  ftrength 
“ to  bear  it.”  Nor  has  this  famous  writer  delineated  the  blacked;  ftate  of 
things ; for  this  putrid  matter,  by  ftagnating  in  the  ftomach,  becomes  more 
putrid,  and,  palling  into  the  blood  by  the  ablorbents,  rendered  empty  by  heat 
and  lofs  of  fluids,  it  pollutes  the  vital  fluid  with  malignant  fordes,  and  ren- 
ders the  fever  in  all  refpeCts  more  fevere  ; all  which  might  have  been  pre- 
vented, if  an  emetic  had  been  exhibited  as  foon  as  this  propenfity  to  vomit 
appeared.  Concerning  the  choice  of  emetics,  a caution  muft  alfo  here  be  re- 
peated; viz.  that  we  choofe  thofe  which  are  moft  fitted  to  wafh  off  the 
fordes,  are  moft  oppofed  to  their  nature,  and  change  and  corredf  them ; and 
laftly,  which  may  perform  the  office  of  diluents,  if  by  chance  (which  may' 
happen)  any  part  of  them  ffiould  be  abforbed  into  the  blood.  For  thefe 
purpofes,  thofe  mentioned  feftion  7,  clafs  1,  are  fuitable,  being  rendered  more 
efficacious  by  fome  out  of  § 8 ; for  example,  oxymelof  fquills  with  ipecacoanha 
root,  or  with  a large  draught  of  Ample  oxymel,  or  any  other  thin  liquor,  as- 
the  occafion  may  require. 

31.  In  treating  fevers,  we  ought  not  to  forget  a caution  mentioned  by  moft 
practical  writers,  that  in  all  difeafes  where  a plethora  is  prefent,  or  where  the 
habit  tends  to  one,  and  where  the  condition  of  the  patient  requires  at  the 


(a)  Sydenh,  de  morbis  acutis,  § 1.  cap.  4. 
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fame  time  an  emetic,  bleeding  ought  always  to  precede  it,  left  the  ftrong  effort 
of  vomiting,  and  a fort  of  momentary  tetanus,  fhould  rupture  the  diftenaed 
veffels,  or  too  great  an  impetus  of  the  blood  be  determined  to  thofe  parts 
where  there  is  leaft  refiftance.  For,  the  veffels  being  ruptured,  pour  out 
their  fluids,  and  the  patient  immediately  dies,  either  of  an  apoplexy  or  an 
hjemoptoe;  or  he  perifhes  at  length  of  an  incurable phthifls,  or  from  an  affec- 
tion of  the  lungs ; or  is  cut  off  by  the  morbid  affeftions  of  fome  other  vif- 
eera.  That  vomiting  feems  to  be  of  moft  ufe,.  which  is  excited  immediately 
after  bleeding 3 for  the  inconveniences  of  a plethora  are  then  more  certainly 
avoided,  and  the  falutary  effects  of  the  emetic  are  more  certainly  obtained, 
efpecially  if  the  difeafe  be  a fever,  which  requires  the  help  of  both  3 fer  the 
veffels  being  emptied  of  part  of  their  contents  by  bleeding,  fometimes  ud- 
denly  become  turgid  again,  either,  by  the  rarefaction  of  the  blood,  or  its  bulk 
being  increafed  by  the  quantity  of  liquids  drank  on  account  of  the  great 
thirfl: 3 hence  the  fame  inconveniences,  arife  as  before : nor  can  we  exhibit  an 
emetic  before  bleeding  has  been  repeated,  though  it  might  have  been  given 
with  fafety  a few  hours  after  the  firlt  evacuation. 

32.  The  operation  of  emetics  in  intermittent  fevers  feems  fomething  won- 
derful, as  they  fometimes  exhibit  effefts  not  lefs  difficult  of  explanation  than  the 
nature  of  the  difeafe  itfelf 3 for  although  the  extremities  of  the  fanguiferous 
veffels,  or  perhaps  fometimes  the  nerves,  are  principally  affeCted,  yet  an  eva- 
cuation of  the  matters  collected  in  the  inteftines  is  of  great  moment.  There 
are  inftances.  of  perfons  cured  by  a vomit  only,  whether  fpontaneous  or  ex- 
cited by  art  3 whilft  bleeding,  except  in  plethoric  habits,  generally  does  harm, 
and  renders  the  difeafe  more  difficult  of  cure.  But  emetics,  prudently  re^ 
peated,  carry  off  by  degrees  the  corrupted  fomes  of  the  difeafe  from  the  prima 
via,  accelerate  the  motion  of  the  blood,  and  laftly  either  take  off  the  difor- 
der,  or  make  way  for  the  fafe  exhibition  of  a febrifuge  3 which  otherwife  would 
fix  the  fomes  of  the  difeafe  more  mbftinateiy,.. and,  an  evacuation  being  excited 
upwards  or  downwards,  it  would  lofe  its  efieCts. . 

33.  Nature  anxioufly  attempts,  by  the  paffages  opened  by  chance  or  art,- . 
to  throw  off  the  prepared  febrile  matter,  and  again  reftore  the  body  to 
health.  Sometimes  ffie  attempts  it  by  the  emunftories  appropriated  to  cer-^ 
tain  excretions,  as  by  fpitting,  vomiting,  alvine  feces,  fee  at,  or  urine : at 
other  times  by  paftages  lefs  proper,  as  when  tumours  arife  on  the  external 
furface,  and  the  like.  It  is  a rule  well  known  to  all,  that  (a)  Qua  educere 
oportet , quo  maxima  vergunt , eo  ducito  per  loca  convenientia : “ V/hatever  is  to  he 
“ evacuated,  ought  to  be  expelled  by  thofe  natural  emundiories  to  which  it  principally 
<c  tends  ” If  it  appears  that  the  crifis  of  a fever  will  happen  by  fpitting,  the 
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aiding  hand  of  art  ought  to  promote  that  fecretion.  The  like  rule  muft  be 
obferved  in  vomiting,  if  we  know  it  is  critical,  or  excited  by  fome  matter  offen- 
five  to  nature ; but  if  it  arife  from  inflammation  of  the  ftomach,  and  cannot 
be  relieved  by  a vomit,  it  ought  to  be  flopped.  Tire  cafe  is  the  fame  if  the 
matter  attempts  an  egrefs  by  any  other  emun&ory ; for  the  longer  any  con- 
cotfted  matter,  fit  for  expulfion,  is  retained  in  the  body,  the  greater  incon- 
veniences it  produces.  The  purulent  fever  affords  us  a melancholy  but  juft 
example  of  this  ; when,  in  thofe  affedted  with  the  fmall-pox,  the  fecondary 
fever,  fo  called,  fupervenes  from  an  abforption  of  purulent  matter:  nor  is 
the  critical  putrefcent  matter  of  any  other  fever  lefs  malignant,  but  requires  in- 
ftant  evacuation.  There  are  remedies  at  hand  proper  to  promote  this  or  that 
evacuation,  according  as  nature  points  out  the  way;  only  we  muft  obferve,  that 
as  the  concofled  matter  of  the  difeafe,  which  paffes  off  through  the  pores 
of  the  fkin,  is  fo  loaded  with  contaminating  particles,  that  it  often  affedls  the 
healthy;  fo  a fimilar  matter  is  depofited  in  the  cavities  of  the  ftomach  and 
inteftines,  which  is  happily  to  be  carried  off  fometimes  by  a cathartic,  fome- 
times  by  an  emetic;  left,  perhaps,  being  left  after  the  crifis  of  a difeafe , it  fhould 
occafion  a return  of  it  (a ).  Celfus  alfo  advifes,  that  it  fnould  be  carried  off 
by  vomit  after  a fever  (h). 

34.  We  may  add  a great  number  of  difeafes  to  thofe  already  mentioned, 
which  receive  Angular  help  from  this  remedy.  There  are  few  chronic  dis- 
orders which  do  not  require  the  help  of  emetics ; but  a particular  enumera- 
tion of  them  would  lead  me  too  far.  Moft  difeafes  common  to  children,  a 
ricketty  or  ftrumous  difpofition,  the  faburra,  fomes  and  neft  of  worms,  and  the 
like,  are  often  fuccefsfully  cured  by  emetics.  The  gout,  dropfy,  a milder 
degree  of  fcurvy,  common  to  adults,  fometimes  are  relieved  by  vomiting : 
the  chlorofis,  and  fiuor  albus,  in  the  weaker  fex,  often  require  this  help.  A 
catarrh,  diarrhoea,  dyfentery,  cseliac  paffion,  and  every  difeafe  arifing  from  a 
ferous  colluvies,  are  relieved  by  a vomit.  It  is  fcarce  neceffary  to  mention 
how  much  emetics,  exhibited  at  proper  intervals,  contribute  to  promote  long 
life.  There  are  fome  perfons  at  prefent,  who,  though  not  given  to  gluttony, 
nor  wanting  the  means  of  carrying  off  the  dregs  of  a full  meal,  yet,  mind- 
ful of  the  advice  of  the  antients,  efteem  vomiting  of  fo  much  confequence, 
that  two  or  three  times  a month  they  empty  the  ftomach  of  its  fordes  by  a 
vomit.  He  who  ftudies  the  moft  exacft  rule  of  living,  often  ncceffarily  com- 
mits fo  ne  error  in  diet.  Hence  fooner  or  later  the  fault  affecfts  the  ftomach, 
and  there  firft  lays  the  foundation  of  future  difeafe.  Sicknefs,  or  a trouble^- 
fome  naufea,  is  fometimes  felt,  a lofs  of  appetite,  and  various  other  fymptoms 
appear,  according  to  the  different  nature  of  the  caufe,  and  the  manner  in 

(a)  Aphor.  Hipp.  § 2.  Aph.  12.  (b)  Celfi  medicina,  lib.  3.  cap.  7. 
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which  the  ftomach  is  affe&ed.  Many  betake  themfelves  immediately  to  fome 
celebrated  tindture,  drawn  with  fpirits  from  bitter  aromatic  plants  ; in  this  they 
confide  and  indulge  themfelves,  till,  habituated  to  them,  they  at  length  die 
with  their  ftomach  and  bowels  parched  and  worn  out.  We  know  no  remedy 
which  feems  to  promife  fo  many  and  great  advantages  to  fedentary  perfons, 
liable  to  crudities  in  the  prima  via  from  a fedentary  life,  as  an  emetic.  It 
carries  off  the  difeafe  when  produced;  it  deftroys  its  proximate  caufe,  by 
wafhing  off  the  acrimony  which  moft  commonly  conftitutes  it.  To  the  ftudi- 
ous,  therefore ; to  thofe  whofe  ftate  of  body  forbids  much  exercife ; and  laftly, 
to  perfons  who  fit  much  in  their  bufmefs,  or  on  any  other  account  are  ex- 
pofed  to  fimilar  difeafes,  I would  recommend  the  frequent  ufe  of  emetics.. 

PART  THE  LAST. 

Of  the  Ufe  of  Emetics , arifing  from  their  mechanical  force. 

35.  fJpHE  third  queftion  remains  yet  to  be  explained;  viz.  What  are  the 
mechanical  effedls  and  ufes  of  emetics  in  removing  difeafes  ? We  fhall 
therefore  next  enquire  into  the  parts  affedled,  what  change  they  undergo,  what 
is  hence  produced  in  other  parts,  and  what  happens  in  the  whole  body. 

36.  The  abdominal  mufcles  being  contracted,  (§1)  and  made  rigid,  almoft 
like  the  bony  column  which  defends  the  pofterior  parts,  not  moveable  by 
any  force  of  this  kind ; and  the  diaphragm  being  ftrongly  forced  downward, 
to  which  are  oppofed  the  immoveable  bones  of  the  pelvis,  the  cavity  of  the 
lower  belly  is  every  way  diminifhed,  and  the  whole  contents  of  it  powerfully 
fqueezed  together.  Nor  is  there  any  part  of  the  abdominal  region  free  from 
this  forcible  preffure,  the  great  force  of  which  is  evident  from  the  vehemence 
with  which  the  contents  are  thrown  upward ; for  certain  experiments  incline 
us  to  believe  that  there  is  no  contraClile  power  in  the  ftomach  fufficient  to 
throw  up  its  contents,  till  aflifted  by  the  ftrong  compreflion  of  the  parts 
mentioned,  which  compleats  the  evacuation ; and  the  foft  vifcera  lying  under 
thefe  parts,  are  affedted  with  the  violence  of  their  adtion,  whence  great 
and  ufeful  effedis  may  be  expected. . 

37.  But  before  we  enter  into  a difquifition  of  thefe  effedts,  it  will  not  be 
improper  to  take  a view  of  the  actions  of  the  abdominal  vifcera,  according  to 
the  following  general  divifion  of  them ; that,  their  office  being,  known,  we 
may  more  eafily  know  the  morbid. changes  which  take  place  in  them,  and  that 
it  may  more  clear iy  appear  in  how  many  ways  this  vehement  mechanical  alter- 
nate compreflion  of  thefe  vifcera  may  be  of  u£e. 

38.  Their  principal  offices  are,  1.  To  prepare  from  the  ingefta  a matter 
fit.  for  nourifning  the  body  : 1.  To  feparate  what  is  proper  for  nouriihment 

from 
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from  that  which  is  improper  : 3.  A farther  preparation  of  the  fame  matter, 
when  changed  into  blood,  by  powers  fl'tuated  beyond  the  abdomen:  4.  To 
fecrete  liquids  extremely  ufeful  to  the  purpofes  of  life : 5 and  laftly.  To  fe- 
parate  and  throw  off  from  the  nourifhed  parts,  the  refidue  of  folids  and  fluids 
now  become  ufelefs.  Thus;  1.  The  ftomach  and  fmall  inteftines  prepare  the 
chyle.  2.  The  lafteals  and  abforbents  feparate  the  more  fluid  from  the 
grofler  parts.  3.  The  blood  in  the  large  meferaic  arteries,  and  others  dif- 
perfed  through  the  abdominal  vifcera,  fuffers  a continual  concuffion,  reciprocal 
comprefiion  and  propulfion;  all  which  are  more  efpecially  obfervable  in  the 
fpleen.  4.  The  blood,  thus  prepared,  flows  conftantly  through  paflages  ap- 
pointed for  it ; viz.  through  the  liver,  pancreas,  and  the  numerous  glands 
every  where  difperfed  through  the  lower  belly;  in  this  courfe  the  quality 
and  form  of  it  are  changed,  according  to  the  laws  appropriated  to  the  na- 
ture of  each  particular  organ.  5.  The  grofler  filaments  being  corrupted,  are 
prefled  forward  and  timely  excreted : the  thin  and  watery  part  of  the  blood, 
loaded  with  falts  and  oil,  unfit  for  nutrition,  pafles  off  by  the  kidnies,  and  forms 
the  urine.  All  thefe  offices  are  promoted  at  the  fame  time,  and  by  the  fame 
means ; that  is,  an  alternate  conftant  agitation,  the  neceflary  confequence  of 
refpiration ; for  if  this  motion  and  gentle  concuffion  of  the  abdomen  ffiould 
ceafe,  there  would  be  no  force  fufficient  to  propel  the  fluids  through  fuch  nar- 
row winding  canals,  efpecially  in  the  lower  part  of  the  belly,  where  they  fome- 
times  lie  under  a confiderable  preflure  : the  force  of  the  heart  alfo  would 
be  unequal  to  the  labour  impofed  upon  it;  the  great  power  of  abforption  would 
ceafe,  though  too  great  to  be  limited  by  any  prefcribed  bounds  ; for  the  vifcera, 
not  being  agitated  by  the  motion  of  other  parts,  a fpontaneous  vifcidity  would 
arife  in  the  fluids,  and  gradually  obftru£t  the  canals,  or  form  fo  many  im- 
pediments in  the  fmall  tubes,  that  their  progrefs  would  prefently  ceafe,  either 
in  fome  or  all  the  vifcera,  according  as  thefe  mifchiefs  had  more  or  lefs  ex- 
tended themfelves.  And,  indeed,  the  aetiology  of  difeafes  fhews,  that  many 
complaints  of  the  abdomen  arife  from  one  or  other  of  thefe  caufes,  or  from 
both  concurring  together.  An  attenuating  remedy,  therefore,  which  acce- 
lerates the  motion  of  the  parts,  is  more  efpecially  indicated. 

39.  By  the  effort  of  vomiting,  the  fuperficies  of  the  vifcera  are  ftrongly 
prefled  together,  their  bulk  is  diminiffied,  and  the  fluids  circulating  through 
them  are  prefled  together,  rubbed  one  againff  another,  and  againft  the  lides  of 
the  veffels  : they  are  alfo  propelled  forward,  and  driven  out  where  a paffage 
opens  for  them.  Hence  fecretion  and  expulfion  is  quicker ; the  thick  mat- 
ter is  refolved  and  prepared  for  ejection  ; all  the  actions  (■§  37)  rife  to  ma- 
turity, vigour  appears  in  the  organs,  and,  all  obstacles  being  removed,  they 
a£t  with  eafe  ; on  which  both  the  quantity  and  quality  of  thofe  fecretions, 
which  may  be  efteemed  the  prefervatives  of  health,  immediately  depend. 

40.  The 
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40.  The  inner  cavity  of  the  ftomach  is  extremely  full  of  glands  and  exha- 
lant  veflels,  from  the  villous  flexible  mouths  of  which  a liquor  is  fecreted,  by 
which  it  is  lubricated  and  preferved  moift,  the  nerves  are  defended  from  the 
injuries  of  the  food,  and  chylification  is  promoted.  But  the  mucous  nature  of 
this  liquor  neceflarily  diminilh.es  and  retards  its  fecretion,  loads  the  glands 
with  a vifcid  matter,  and  gradually  fubverts  their  office,  efpecially  if  its  motion 
be  flow,  which  is  commonly  the  cafe  with  a mucous  fluid.  Hence  arifes 
a deficiency  of  the  gaftric  fluor,  crudity,  and  indigeftion,  an  appetite  di- 
miniflied  or  too  much  increafed,  heat  in  the  ftomach,  fometimes  naufea,  and 
thirft.  The  fame  mifchiefs  fometimes  occur  from  dried  crufted  fordes  lin- 
ing the  cavity  of  the  belly,  as  after  an  acute  continued  fever,  when  the  at- 
tendants, or  perhaps  the  too  cruel  phyfician,  have  unjuftly  thwarted  nature, 
craving  a fupply  of  her  diminilhed  lymph.  Diluents  are  not  fufficient  in 
thefe  cafes,  they  even  relax  the  veflels  more  ; hence  the  languid  fluids,  by 
their  delay,  prefently  thicken,  not  eafily  again  to  be  refolved.  An  emetic, 
which  produces  the  effects  mentioned  § 29,  is  of  great  fervice  in  thefe  com- 
plaints ; for  the  whole  abdomen  fhould  be  confidered  in  this  refpedt  as  fome- 
what  fimilar  to  the  lungs.  Indeed,  every  vifcus  has  fome  office  peculiar  to  it- 
felf ; but  the  motion  by  which  a conftant  change  of  fluids  is  promoted  and 
takes  place  in  every  one,  arifes  from  fome  other  part ; fo  that  a mixture,  com- 
preffion,  attrition,  folution,  and  the  like,  take  place  in  the  fluids  here,  juft  as 
happens  in  the  thoracic  vifcera.  The  fame  caufe  produces  the  fame  effeft, 
though  in  different  organs : a vomit,  therefore,  performs  fpeedily  what  nature 
by  flow  fteps  attempts  in  vain  to  obtain. 

41.  Coftivenefs,  the  ufual  companion  of  a fedentary  inactive  life,  generally 
arifes  from  a deficiency  of  the  mucus  of  the  inteftines,  and  from  a want  of 
the  gaftric  juice,  fupplied  from  the  glands  and  veflels,  (§  40).  The  gaftric 
juice  ought  to  render  the  fasces  foft  and  moveable,  and  the  mucus  procure 
them  an  eafy  defcent.  The  caufe  of  this  defeft  is  the  fame  as  mentioned  above, 
(§  40)  and  the  cure  muft  be  attempted  by  the  fame  means,  only  with  the  addi- 
tional help  of  exercife  and  motion.  I do  not  fuppofe  that  this  complaint  al- 
ways arifes  from  this  caufe  ; but  if  it  has  arifen  from  any  other,  it  is  increafed 
by  this,  and  the  perfon,  not  regular  before,  becomes  at  length  coftive.  Gentle 
purgatives,  indeed,  carry  off  the  feces,  remove  the  prefent  inconveniences,  and 
moderate  the  uneafinefs  of  this  fituation  : but  if  the  patient  indulge  himfelf 
too  much,  as  often  as  coftive,  in  remedies  which  feern  to  give  fo  much  relief, 
he  will  fcarcely  avoid  other  inconveniences  from  this  quarter for,  all  the 
humidity  being  drawn  off  with  the  feces,  the  belly  will  become  full  more 
coftive,  the  vifcera  will  be  obftrudled  and  fluffed  with  the  remaining  thick 
matter.  On  two  accounts,  therefore,  (§  34,  40)  an  emetic  recommends  itfelf 
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to  perfons  of  a fedentary  ina&ive  life ; that  is,  as  it  expels  the  crude  matters, 
and  by  accelerating  motion  attenuates  the  vifcid,  and  thus  performs  the  office 
of  an  excellent  diluent. 

42.  A complaint  of  an  oppofite  nature  fometimes  afflifts  the  ftomach  and 
inteftines ; that  is,  a kind  of  deluge  of  a watery  liquid,  in  which  the  ilia 
being  immerfed,  become  tired,  lofe  their  heat,  and  the  parts  deftined  to  per- 
form the  vital  function  become  unequal  to  the  talk.  A weight  and  langour 
about  the  precordia,  frequent  fpitting,  lofs  of  appetite,  belching  up  a watery 
matter,  more  efpecially  troublefome  in  the  morning,  great  naufea,  but  fuddenly 
going  off,  frequent  liquid  ftools  without  pain,  with  univerfal  debility,  inactivity, 
and  palenefs,  are  the  figns  of  this  watery  inundation,  and  at  the  fame  time 
point  out  the  ferous  diffolved  ftate  of  the  blood.  The  fymptoms  now 
mentioned  pretty  clearly  indicate  the  method  of  cure.  An  evacuation  of  the 
redundant  fluid,  and  ftrength  added  to  the  fmall  veffels,  are  firft  neceffary ; 
hence  will  follow  a firmer  crafis  of  the  blood,  and  a change  of  its  pituitous  dia- 
thefis ; and  for  thefe  purpofes  emetics  are  efpecially  ufeful.  Hence  we  fee  why 
a vomit  checks  a diarrhoea,  and  alfo  removes  coftivenefs,  according  to  the  maxim 
(a ) of  Hippocrates,  repeated  and  approved  by  Celfus. 

43.  The  ftruCture  and  office  of  the  pancreas,  being  fimilar  to  that  of  the 
falival  glands,  render  it  liable  to  fimilar  complaints  ; namely,  to  have  the  fe- 
cretion  of  its  fluid  either  diminifhed  or  too  much  increafed.  In  both  cafes  an 
emetic  is  ufeful  it  removes  the  obftruCtion,  if  not  too  obftinate,  and,  by  com- 
preffmg  the  vifcus,  carries  off  the  fuperabundant  fluid. 

44.  A little  below  the  pancreas,  the  aliments,  now  rendered  liquid,  are  ab- 
forbed  by  the  mouths  of  the  laCteals,  and  immediately  carried  to  the  meferaic 
glands.  The  flow  motion  of  thefe,  and  the  fmallnefs  and  winding  ftfudhire  of 
the  veffels,  promote  a feparation  of  the  thin  from  the  thicker  parts,  but  ren- 
der the  paffage  of  the  chyle  to  the  blood  difficult,  efpecially  in  delicate  ha- 
bits, and  thofe  who  feed  on  bad  food,  or  have  the  ftrufture  of  thefe  parts 
badly  formed.  Children,  from  inexperience,  weaknefs  of  their  conftitution, 
and  ftrong  inclination  to  grofs  improper  food,  are  more  fubjeCt,  than  perfons 
of  more  advanced  age,  to  infarctions  and  fwellings  of  the  meferaic  glands. 
Similar  caufes  will  produce  fimilar  difeafes  in  adults,  but  they  are  not  fo 
common,  for  we  fee  in  reality  that  children  are  molt  fubjeCt  to  thefe  kinds 
of  obftruCtions.  At  this  age  there  is  fcarcely  any  thing  more  pleating  to 
the  palate  than  raw  unripe  fruit ; leguminous,  farinaceous,  vifcid  fubttances, 
and  other  kinds  of  eatables  the  molt  vifcid,  are  then  efpecially  fought  after 
and  ufed,  v/ithout  any  attention  to  the  effe&s  this  fpecies  of  luxurious 


(a)  Celfi  medicina,  lib.  i.  cap.  %. 
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appetite  may  produce.  Hence  a tough  matter  is  formed  in  the  flomach,  and 
at  length  paffes  into  a vifcid  liquor,  though  hardly  changed  except  in  ap- 
pearance : paffing  from  the  flomach,  it  meets  with  an  inadtive  bile,  is  diluted 
with  it,  but  not  diffolved.  The  more  fluid  part  enters  the  ladleals,  but  on 
account  of  its  tenacity  flops  there  : the  caufe  is  every  day  renewed,  the  ob- 
ftrudlion  grows  and  increafes,  the  tumor  becomes  harder,  pre fifes  on  the 
neighbouring  parts,  and  blocks  up  the  paffage  to  the  veins  ; hence  an  atro- 
phia is  produced,  and  the  miferable  fufferer  daily  pines  away:  or,  if  the  difeafe 
does  not  proceed  fo  far,  nor  wholly  obflrudl  the  -glands,  yet  an  imperfedt 
-chyle  is  mixed  with  the  blood,  contaminates  it,  and,  the  glands  being  every 
where  affedted,  efpecially  thofe  about  the  face  and  neck,  the  fecretions  made 
from  it  are  vitiated ; the  face  becomes  fwelled  and  diflorted,  and  fhews 
either  a true  flruma  or  a difpofition  verging  towards  it.  This  is,  doubtlefs, 
a dark  face  of  things,  and  difficult  for  the  phyflcian  : the  folids  have  iofl  their 
flrength,  the  fluids  are  too  vifcid,  and  the  parts  which  ought  to  change  the 
aliments  into  the  nature  of  the  body,  being  depraved,  leave  concodlion  im- 
perfedt.  The  glands  alfo  being  obflrudted,  the  blood  is  precluded  all  means 
of  acquiring  new  vigour ; and  the  glands,  once  clogged  with  vifcid  matter, 
with  difficulty  perform  their  office  and  evacuate  their  contents.  It  appears, 
therefore,  that  every  kind  of  help  muff  be  ufed  to  remove  fo  obflinate  a 
difeafe.  A refolution  of  the  tumours  is  firfl  to  be  attempted,  that,  as  far 
as  can  be  done  by  food  and  medicine,  we  may  nourifh  the  body,  cure  the  de- 
praved, and  flrengthen  the  weak  parts.  Then  the  texture  of  the  parts  in 
which  the  difeafe  is  feated  muff  be  fo  flrengthened  as  to  concodt  and  expel 
the  offending  fluids,  regard  being  flill  had  to  the  manner  of  living.  They 
v/ho  know  the  fituation  of  the  mefentery,  will  eafily  conceive  with  what  vio- 
lence it  will  be  prefled  on  every  fide,  by  the  efforts  of  vomiting  ; and  what 
effedls  will  follow  on  glands  newly  obflrudted,  on  the  neighbouring  parts 
loaded  with  a foul  matter,  (§  39)  on  the  pancreas  abounding  with  the  like, 
(§  43)  and  laflly,  on  the  flomach,  by  throwing  up  the  acrid  humours  (§  34) 
hurtful  to  it,  and  occaflonally  fupplying  new  flrength  to  the  difeafe.  But 
we  ought  carefully  to  examine  if  the  vifcera  are  found,  corrupted  by  no  ul- 
cer, and  wholly  free  from  any  putrefcent  wafle ; for  otherwife  an  imprudent 
emetic  would  be  very  hurtful.  The  fame  alfo  is  true,  if  from  laxity  alone  a 
rupture  be  feared  ; for  in  this  cafe  mechanical  force  muff  be  fparingly  applied. 
Nothing  elfe  forbids  the  ufe  of  an  emetic;  nor  will  our  expectations  of 
great  good  from  it  be  difappointed,  provided  the  obflrudting  matter  be  move- 
able,  and  the  flrength  of  the  patient  fuflicient  to  bear  repeated  operations. 

45.  Of  all  the  abdominal  vifcera,  the  fpleen  is  of  the  foftefc  moft 
delicate  flrudture,  and  the  flefhy  mufcukr  columns  feem  rather  adapted  to 
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fupport  its  flexible  fabric,  than  to  propel  the  large  quantity  of  blood  it  receives : 
nor  is  the  impetus  of  the  heart,  being  diminilhed  in  this  vifcus  by  the  winding 
ftrudture  of  the  veflels,  nor  the  ftrength  of  the  artery,  fufficient  for  this  pur- 
pofe  ; but  they  are  aflifted  by  a conftant  gentle  agitation,  which  the  fpleen 
receives  from  its  connexion  with  the  diaphragm,  its  nearnefs  to  the  abdomi- 
nal mufcles,  and  its  pendulous  fituation  : and  from  thefe  caufes  chiefly  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  blood  through  the  veflels  of  the  fpleen  is  thought  to  be  pre- 
ferred. If  therefore  the  ufual  motion  flop,  or  be  for  fome  time  diminilhed,  as 
happens  to  thofe  of  an  inactive  life,  the  blood  is  retarded  in  the  fmall  cells 
and  cavities,  becomes  thicker,  and  is  in  the  greateft  danger  of  producing  an 
obftrudtion,  from  a want  of  the  neceflary  mobility  and  ufual  impetus,  the 
caufes  of  a free  eafy  paflage  to  the  blood.  The  mode  of  giving  relief  rriuft 
be  varied,  according  to  the  ftage  of  the  difeafe  and  the  different  caufes  that 
may  have  produced  it ; for  one  method  of  cure  is  not  proper  for  every  per- 
fon  affedted  with  complaints  of  the  fpleen.  If  the  infardtion  be  recent,  and  the 
hardnefs  great ; if  it  has  arifen  from  omiflion  of  exercife,  or  too  great  an  ap- 
plication of  mind  to  fome  objedb ; if  there  be  a fenfe  of  painful  diftenfion 
without  much  matter  colledted,  and  the  habit  of  body  in  other  refpedts  good ; 
mechanical  compreflion  may  be  applied  to  advantage  r but  if  the  hardnefs 
feems  to  indicate  a fchirrus,  or  if  the  fpleen  has  been  inflamed  by  a preced- 
ing fever,,  and  converted  into  a bag  of  pus,  then  we  mult  have  recourfe  to 
other  remedies,  left  by  irritating  the  fchirrus  we  change  it  into  a cancer  ; or, 
the  membranes  confining  the  pus  being  ruptured,  the  abdomen  fhould  be 
overflowed  with  a purulent  matter,  or  the  liver  affedted  with  a putrid  wafte. 

46.  Among  the  difeafes  which  affedt  the  liver,  the  unfightly  jaundice  moft: 
frequently  difcovers  itfelf  to  view.  Medical  writers  have  afligned  many 
proximate  caufes  of  this  complaint.  But  the  author  of  an  elegant  little 
tradl  on  the  jaundice,  inferted  in  the  Medical  Efiays  f has  faved  me  the  trou- 
ble of  reciting  them  feparately,  or  difcufling  them.  We  may  allow  with 
this  author,  who  chofe  to  conceal  his  name,  that  the  moft  frequent  caufes 
are,  ftones  generated  in  the  veficula  fellea,  and  lodged  in  the  dudt,  too  nar- 
row to  give  them  paflage : for,  befides  the  hiftories  adduced  by  this  author, 
his  other  reafonings  in  the  following  volume  J abundantly  confirm  it.  Now 
fuppofing  this  to  be  the  cafe,  which  feems  highly  probable,  medicines  which 
adt  by  mechanical  force,  are  to  be  preferred  to  all  others.  Walking, 
riding,  and  other  motions  which  confiderably  agitate  the  body,  are  of  this 
clafs  j by  the  help  of  which  the  gall-ftone  is  pufhed  forward,  and  the  obftrudted 
bile  iffues  forth.  Thefe,  doubtlefs,  greatly  promote  the  defcent  of  the  bile  j but 
fometimes  they  fail,  the  difeafe  requiring  a ftronger  propelling  caufe  ■,  and  if  an 
t Vol.  i.  art.  33.  J Vol.  ii.  art.  28. 
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e'metic  ever  be  ufeful  from  its  mechanic  force,  and  if  the  feat  of  difeafe, 
and  the  nature  of  its  caufe,  ever  favour  its  falutary  effects,  it  is  certainly 
here : nor  are  we  often  difappointed  in  our  expectations ; for,  a large  quantity 
of  liquor  being  drank,  the  ftomach,  like  a bag  turgid  with  a warm  fluid, 
is  applied  almoft  upon  the  conftrifted  du£t,  and  relaxes  it  ; whilft  the  bile 
lodged  behind  is  urged  forward  by  the  adion  of  vomiting,  (§  36.)  Or  if  we 
fuppofe  the  caufe  feated  in  fome  other  part,  for  example,  in  the  firft  origin  of 
the  biliary  duCts,  v/here  they  arife  from  the  extremities  of  the  vena  port  arum, 
or  elfewhere,  and  that  the  'obftruCting  caufe  be  a thick  purulent  matter,  or 
fmall  ftones  lodging  fall ; in  thefe  cafes  an  emetic  will  be  of  confiderable 
fervice,  if  the  difeafe  can  be  remedied  by  the  help  of  art. 

47.  Whenever  the  kidnies  are  affedted  with  pain,  nature,  by  drawing  the 
ftomach  into  confent,  and  exciting  motions  or  uneafinefs  in  it,  from  a com- 
mon confent  of  nerves  between  thefe  two  vifcera,  feems  to  point  out  the  way 
by  which  any  thing  that  would  be  hurtful  to  the  kidnies,  by  a longer  delay, 
may  be  diflodged  from  them.  1.  A gypfeous,  mucous,  purulent  matter,  either 
produced  here  or  brought  by  metaftafis,  being  too  thick  to  pafs  the  fine 
veflels  of  the  kidnies,  or  having  pafled,  lodges  too  long  in  the  renal  finus,  daily 
increafes  in  bulk,  prefles  on  the  neighbouring  parts,  or  rubs  againft  them,  and  * 
caufes  the  moft  excruciating  torments.  A ftone  being  in  this  cafe  often 
formed,  is  forced  into  the  ureter,  too  narrow  to  receive  fo  large  a fubftance, 
the  mufcular  fenfible  coats  of  which  being  injured  by  the  rough  fuperficies 
of  the  ftone,  contract  themfelves  clofer,  and  ftrongly  oppofe  its  farther  pro- 
grefs,  the  pains  at  the  fame  time  becoming  almoft  too  great  to  be  endured. 
VenefeClion  being  firft  performed,  the  ftriCture  is  to  be  removed  by  topics 
and  univerfal  remedies  ; after  which,  mechanical  force  performs  what  art  can 
do.  Nor  is  this  the  only  effiedt  of  a vomit  in  this  difeafe;  but  the  liquor 
drank  performs  the  office  of  a fomentation,  and,  together  with  a clyfter, 
makes  a kind  of  internal  bath,  which,  by  its  watery  halitus,  relaxes  the  ficric- 
tures,  and,  by  increafing  the  volume  of  the  contents  of  the  lower  belly,  it  acfts 
with  greater  force  on  the  kidnies  and  ureters. 

1.  A morbid  flaccidity  of  the  kidnies  from  weaknefs  of  the  veflels,  fome- 
times  permits  fuch  a flux  of  watery  liquor  to  pafs  off,  as  refembles  a fpecies 
of  the  difeafe  called  by  the  Greeks  a diabetes.  There  frequently  is  pafled  a 
confiderable  quantity  of  thin  watery  urine,  almoft  without  colour,  tafte,  or 
fmell,  attended  with  a troublefome  thirft,  proftration  of  ftrength,  great  lofs  of 
fluids,  and  a wafte  of  the  folids.  But  a worfe  fpecies  of  the  difeafe  happens, 
when  there  is  an  efflux  of  a whitiffn,  chylous,  fweetifh  liquor,  which  antient 
practice  fuppofed  peculiar  to  this  difeafe,  and  which  modern  praftice  has 
confirmed  j for  though  the  difeafe  be  very  uncommon,  yet  it  is  met  with  fome- 
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times ; and  whether  it  may  have  arifen  from  relaxed  veflels  of  the  kidnies,  or 
a diffolved  date  of  the  fluids,  or  from  any  other  caufe,  the  curative  indica- 
tions, as  Sydenham  obferves  (a)>  muft  be  wholly  direfled  to  ftrengthen  and 
invigorate  the  blood,  and  to  retrain  the  preternatural  flux  of  urine;  and  we 
may  add,  to  take  away  the  mbrbid  laxity  of  the  vefTels  of  the  kidnies. 

What  has  been  faid  above,  (§  42)  concerning  the  power  of  emetics  in  eva- 
cuating fluids,  fufhciently  evinces  how  much  it  anfwers  to  the  two  firft  in- 
, dications.  The  fituation  of  the  kidnies,  and  their  nearnefs  to  the  bones, 
fhew  what  mechanical  effefls  may  take  place  in  them,  and  how  ftrongly  the 
efforts  of  vomiting  may  evacuate  the  redundant  humour  from  their  fubftance. 
It  certainly  expels  the 'lymph,  which  in  fome  meafure  macerates  the  kidnies, 
and  thus  reftores  the  loft  tone,  to  the  fibres. 

48.  It  is  hardly  neceffary  to  obferve  how  exceedingly  the  mufcles,  affefled. 
with  a ftrong  fpafm,  comprefs  the  uterus,  tumid  with  its  burden,  (§36.)  The 
time  of  delivery  therefore  approaching,  every  thing  which  adds  a ftimulus  to 
them  muft  be  carefully  avoided  : but  for  the  fame  reafon  we  fee  how  much 
may  be  expected  from  this  fource,  if  the  natural  ffrength  fhould  be  defi- 
cient, or  by  repeated  efforts  and  {training  fhould  be  fo  far  reduced  as  to  be 

• unable  to  expel  the  infant,  though  it  be  well  fituated,  of  a proper  fize,  and 
the  parts  alfo  of  a natural  ftrufture ; in  this  cafe  an  emetic,  which  a6ts  quickly 
and  powerfully  and  may  foon  be  reftrained,  often  happily  finifhes  the  bufi- 
nefs,  without  raifing  any  difturbance,  heat,  or  fever  in  the  fyifem ; which 
ufually  follow  the  ufe  of  aromatics,  efpecially  when  joined  with  ardent  fpirits 
and  other  things  of  the  like  kind,  which  old  women,  according  to  cuftom, 
exhibit  with  a liberal  hand,  and  generally  to  the  great  detriment  of  the  patient. 

There  are  other  affeflions  of  the  uterus  which  may  be  relieved  by  this  re- 
medy ; but  although  they  have  fixed  their  ultimate  feat  in  this  vifcus,  yet 
they  fpread  diforder  through  the  whole  body,  and  are  to  be  confidered  as  caufes 
of  a general  effeft : the  fomes  therefore,  are  to  be  removed  from  the  general 
habit,  before  the  uterus  can  return  to  its  former  healthy  ftate.  How  far  an 
emetic  may  be  fuited  to  this  intention  of  cure,  will  be  fliewn  hereafter. 

Having  thus  confidered  the  faults  of  the  principal  vifcera  feparately,  at  leaft 
thofe  which  admit  of  relief  from  mechanical  remedies,  we  muft  now  confider 
the  effects  which  refpeft  the  whole  body,  and  enquire  into  the  general  changes 
produced  by  fo  great  an  operation. 

49.  Befides  the  large  trunks  of  veflels  which  pafs  through  the  belly,  and, 
bringing  the  blood  from  the  extremities,  carry  it  to  various  vifcera,  and,  be- 
ing formed  into  one,  conftitute  the  origin  of  the  vena  ■portatarum ; there  are 
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(a)  Sydenh.  EpilL  Refp.  ©per.  p.  272. 
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ftill  thousands  of  their  branches,  which  creep  through  the  vifcera,  and*  mak- 
ing their  way  by  various  turnings,  form  many  beautiful  plexus  of  vefiels, 
through  which  the  natural  fluids  are  conftantly  propelled.  By  vomiting,  the 
fituation,  magnitude,  and  figure  of  the  vefiels,  are  every  moment  changed, 
fo  that  an  action  arifes  altogether  flmilar  to  the  action  of  the  lungs.  But  if 
we  advert  to  the  number  of  the  abdominal  vefiels,  and  to  the  force  ap- 
plied to  them  and  their  contents  by  the  efforts  of  vomiting,  we  fhall  fee  that 
this  aftion  far  exceeds  the  powers  and  aftion  of  the  lungs,  and  at  this  very 
time  alfo,  they  aft  much  more  ftrongly  than  ufual.  We  may  juflly  conclude, 
therefore,  that  every  part  of  fanguification  is  exceedingly  promoted  by  it  j 
that  is,  a union,,  denfation,  attrition,  folution,  and  mixture  of  die  fluids  with 
the  blood,  is  excellently  promoted.  Thefe  effefts  are  alfo  aflifted  by  the  in- 
creafed  velocity  of  the  blood  for  the  arteries  are  comprefied,  as  well  thofe 
which  go  to  the  belly,  as  thofe  difperfed  to  the  limbs.  Moft  of  the  mufcles 
grow  rigid  with  a flighter  kind  of  tetanus  in  the  very  aft  of  vomiting,  as  will 
eafily  appear  to  any  one  looking  on  a perfon  in  this  fituation.  The  mufcles 
of  the  breafl  and  fhoulders  fupport  and  fix  the  ribs  ; the  arms  ftretched  out, 
fupport  the  body,  by  which  the  mufcles  of  the  back  are  aflifted  in  keeping 
the  body  bent  forward  in  a convenient  pofture  5 the  legs  become  ftiff,  and 
the  patient,  like  an  immoveable  ftatue,  waits  with  open  mouth  the  attack 
of  ficknefs  and  retching..  The  blood-veflels,  therefore,  which  accompany  the 
mufcles,  are  equally  fubjeft  to  this  preflure  as  thofe  of  the  abdomen,  and 
are  affefted  with  it  in  like  manner  : the  diameter  of  the  arteries  is  dimi- 
nifhed,  and  the  comprefied  fluid  nifties  out  where  a pafiage  opens  for  it ; 
the  column  urging  on  behind,  prohibits  a reflux,  it  muft  necefiarily  therefore 
proceed  forward,  and  fooner  reaches  the  veins.  The  coats  of  thefe  are 
iefs  rigid  and  more  eafily  yield  to  external  force ; the  fame  effeft  therefore 
takes  place  here,  namely,  the  blood  is  comprefied  and  pufhed  forward  : the 
frequent  valves  forbid  its  return ; it  urges  on  its  way  therefore  with  greater  ve- 
locity, and  reaches  the  heart  in  a fuller  ftream  ; but,  driven  from  hence  with 
frequent  repeated  ftrokes,  it  haftens  on  to  perform  the  ufual  rounds.  From 
thefe  things  we  clearly  learn,  1.  That  fanguification  is  made  better:  2.  That 
the  fecretions  are  increafed  : 3.  That  the  folids  acquire  new  ftrength  : 4.  Laft- 
ly,  That  the  momentum  of  the  blood  is  increafed,  and,  impediments  being 
removed,  the  circulation  becomes  more  free.  But  from  thefe  principles  it 
will  eaiily  appear,  what  difeafes  rib  poy\zla.q  Siopivo 1,  require  mechanical  motion 
as  a remedy,  and  why  fo  many  and  fuch  great  effefts  are  produced  by  vomit- 
ing, both  on  the  fluids  and  folids.  It  will  not,  however,  be  foreign  to  our 
purpofe,  to  fhew  their  ufe  in  a few  of  thefe  kinds  of  difeafes. 

50.  The  winter  being  paft,  the  folids,  before  ftiffened  by  the  piercing  froft, 
are  again  relaxed  ; but  the  fluids,  propelled  with  lefs  force  by  the  enervated 

vefiels. 
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veftels,  grow  thick  by  the  vernal  heat,  and  on  any  flight  occaflon  Magnate  in 
the  extreme  veftels,  the  folids  failing  of  their  ufual  ftrength  : the  humidity 
of  the  air  accumulates  the  fordes,  and  the  weak  body,  loaded  with  fseces,  be- 
comes liable  to  many  diforders.  Nature,  perhaps,  brings  on  a benign  inter- 
mittent, which  might  foon  fhake  off  the  troubleforne  load,  and  reftore  the 
body  to  health  and  vigour,  if  left  to  itfelf,  and  not  difturbed  in  its  courfe. 
But  the  complaining  patient  is  urgent;  he  abufes  the  phyfician  with  hard 
fpeeches,  and  defpifing  his  advice,  perhaps  procures  from  fome  old  woman 
an  untimely  relief,  often  accompanied  with  a thoufand  mifchiefs.  An  eme- 
tic feconds  the  attempts  of  nature  ; and,  if  it  does  not  radically  extirpate 
the  complaint,  yet  it  expedites  a fafe  way  to  health,  (§32)  and  if  repeated 
is  ufeful.  An  autumnal  intermittent  feems  no  lefs  to  require  the  help  of  an 
emetic,  as  well  to  evacuate  the  foulnefs  of  the  frima  vice,  as  to  correft  the 
diforders  which  have  a deeper  root  in  the  fyftem. 

51.  Nearly  allied  to  this,  is  a flow  continued  fever,  greater  in  degree,  ariflng 
perhaps  from  the  fame  caufes,  and  fometimes  raging  about  the  fame  time  : 
the  morbid  matter  feems  more  immoveable,  and  which  can  by  no  means  be 
fubdued  or  expelled  by  the  flow  work  of  nature.  Hence  there  is  no  re- 
miflion  ; yet  the  difeafe  is  not  fo  violent,  nor  the  heat  extreme.  Venefec- 
tion  evacuates,  with  the  blood,  the  ftrength  alfo,  which  in  this  fpecies  of  fever 
is  already  too  low.  A gentle  laxative  is  of  little  ufe  and  a^ftronger  purgative 
debilitates.  ’Tis  the  bufinefs  of  the  phyfician  to  favour  and  promote  what 
nature  has  begun.  We  muft  therefore  fupport  the  fever,  that  it  may  finifh 
its  attempts  (otherwife  too  weak  and  ufelefs)  and  concoCt  the  crude,  and  ex- 
pel the  concoCted  matter,  that  it  may  not  be  hurtful  to  the  body.  fC  If  there 
“ be  coldnefs  and  torpor,”  fays  Celfus  (a),  “ and  reftlefsnefs,  it  will  not 
u be  improper  to  give  in  the  fever  three  or  four  cups  of  the  malfum  ( b ),  or  di- 
« luted  wine  mixed  with  the  food  ; for  by  this  means  the  fever  is  increafed,  a 
“ greater  heat  arifes,  and  removes  the  forementioned  fymptoms,  gives  hope 
of  a remiffton,  and  in  that  remiflion  of  a cure.”  But  emetics  perform  all 
this.  There  is  a ftrong  force  accelerating  the  motion  of  the  fpirits,  (§  18, 
19)  ; the  fordes  lodged  in  the  bov/els  are  evacuated,  (§  30);  if  the  abdo- 
minal vifcera  are  clogged  with  vifcid  matter,  it  is  corrected  and  fubdued, 
(§  39)  > aRd  laftly,  the  motion  of  the  blood  is  quickened,  and  the  thin  fe- 
cretions,  (§  49,  n.  2,  3,  4,)  are  increafed,  efpecially  thofe  by  the  fkin  and 
furface  of  the  body.  Perhaps  there  is  no  method  of  promoting  fv/eat,  more 
efficacious  or  ufeful,  than  after  an  emetic  has  been  exhibited  ; for  not  only 
a copious  fweat  is  excited  during  the  operation,  but  the  attenuated  fluids 

(a)  Celt.  med.  lib.  3.  cap.  9.  (b)  Water  and  honey  boiled  together. 
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are  propelled  fo  forcibly  to  the  furface  of  the  body,  (§  49),  that,  the  ob- 
ftrudtions  being  removed  which  block  the  cutaneous  orifices,  the  humours 
determined  hither 'rufh  out  in  a full  ftream.  And  here  opiates  are  of  ufe, 
which  pradtitioners  moft  judicioufly  advife  after  an  emetic.  Vomiting  like- 
wife  cleanfes  the  fquallid  foulnefs  of  the  prim vi<ey  and  prevents  the  vifcera 
from  being  injured  when  an  hydrogogue  is  adminiftered,  and  the  fomes 
difperfed  through  the  body. 

52.  The  fame  dodtrine  points  out  the  great  ufe  of  an  emetic  in  a thin 
acrid  catarrh,  in  the  humoral  afthma,  and  other  diforders  of  the  like  kind, 
arifing  from  catching  cold  ; when  the  matter  of  perfpiration  is  retained,  and 
fo  far  loads  the  velfels  with  an  inactive  fluid,  that  all  the  functions  fuller 
by  it ; when  the  fenfes  grow  dull  with  a ftupid  heavinefs,  and  one  would  al- 
moft  fay  that  the  body  is  literally  heavier  than  ufual  , and  laftly,  when  the 
diftended  velfels  become  painful,  and  the  fenfible  parts  are  hurt;  when  thefe, 
and  other  like  fymptoms  appear,  a remedy  muft  be  exhibited,  which  may 
open  the  pores,  expel  the  fuperfluous  humours,  and  reftore  the  body  to  its 
ufual  activity.  An  emetic  is  of  great  ufe  for  thefe  purpores,  in  whatever 
part  of  the  body  the  complaint,  arifing  from  thefe  caufes,  may  be  fituated. 
If  we  fuppofe  that  the  glands,  and  other  velfels  about  the  fauces  and  neck, 
fo  much  abound  with  a watery  humour,  that  there  are  figns  of  an  approach- 
ing defluxion,  mechanical  force  will  be  of  ufe  ; for  the  face  growing  red 
and  fwelling,  the  eyes  fparkling  and  filled  with  tears,  the  noftrils  moiftened 
with  their  ufual  fluid,  and  the  glands  of  the  mouth  and  fauces  pouring  out  a 
rivulet  of  faliva  and  mucus ; all  which  conltandy  accompany  the  efforts  of  vo- 
miting ; clearly  demonftrate  with  what  force  the  blood  makes  towards  thefe 
pafiages,  and  the  greatnefs  of  the  attack  on  the  obftrudted  velfels.  For  as  the 
bony  canals  do  not  yield,  and  as  the  great  arch  and  obliquity  of  afcent  of  the 
vertebral  and  carotid  canals  greatly  break  the  force  of  the  blood  in  its  ap- 
proach to  the  brain ; fo  the  tender  flexible  texture  of  it  is  in  lefs  danger  from 
an  emetic,  the  impetus  being  mo  fid  y determined  outward,  the  increafea  force 
inwardly  being  but  fmall.  Hence  partly,  and  from  its  ftimulant  and  evacuat- 
ing virtue,  the  reafon  will  appear  why  a vomit  is  of  fo  much  ufe  in  a vertigo, 
hemicrania,  and  other  like  difeafes ; why  it  has  fometimes  been  fo  ufeful  in 
the  epilepfy  of  old  people,  as  writers  of  obfervation  acknowledge  <c  I. have 
known,”  fays  Hoffmann  (a)  <c  an  inveterate  epilepfy,  which  had.,  afflidted 
« the  patient  twenty  years,  cured  by  the  ufe  of  emetics  and  fpecific  anti- 
“ epileptics,  taken  from  the  animal  kingdom.”  Nor  am  I unacquainted  with 
fimilar  hiftories  ; but  the  prefcribed  limits  of  my  work  forbid  the  relation  of 
them. 


(a)  Hoff.  Differt.  decad.  j.  p,  204, 
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53.  The  fame  reafon  renders  it  lefs  neceffary  diftindtly  to  relate  their  life 
in  the  fmall-pox  ; not  only  as  they  evacuate  and  turn  the  future  mifchief 
to  fome  other  part,  (§  30)  but  alfo  on  account  of  other  effe&s  which  they 
poffefs,  (§49)  and  the  excellent  changes  which  arife  from  them.  Let  us 
fuppofe  the  (kin  covered  with  puftules ; and  the  fmall  perfpiratory  veffels  fo 
comprefied,  that  the  ufual  ftrength  cannot  pufh  forward  the  hard  compared 
matter : in  this  cafe  the  bulk  of  the  contents  of  the  veffels  is  increafed ; a fe- 
brile heat  is  io  kindled  in  the  interior  parts,  that  the  internal  exhalent  organs 
become  dried,  or  otherwife  fo  obftrucfted  that  they  cannot  perform  their  func- 
tions. On  both  accounts  a fluid  is  retained,  which  has  already  undergone  too 
long  a circulation,  and  which  by  a longer  delay  would  be  productive  of  the 
worft  effeds ; for  too  much  heat  produces  acrimony,  whence  a ftimulus  is 
applied  to  the  nervous  parts  ; hence  alfo  arife  febrile  heat  and  thirft,  perhaps 
delirium  may  fupervene : from  the  increafed  bulk  of  the  fluids,  anxiety  infefts 
the  prascordia ; the  thick  matter  made  fluid  by  beat  is  coagulated,  and  ren- 
dered more  unfit  for  excretion  through  the  organs  which  nature  often  points 
out  for  it,  that  is  the  fauces  or  inteftines.  Thefe  diforders  require,  in  the 
exhalent  veffels  of  both  places,  a refolution  and  evacuation  of  the  coagulated 
matter,  and  fluidity  to  be  produced  in  the  reft,  but  fo  that  the  fever  be  no 
more  increafed  than  can  be  fafely  reftrained  by  an  opiate.  Whoever  recol- 
le£ts  what  has  been  faid  (§  13,  18,  39,  49)  concerning  the  effects  of  emetics 
both  on  the  fluids  and  folids,  will  forefee  that  they  are  not  improper  remedies 
in  this  cafe,  nay,  perhaps  the  moft  proper.  Sydenham,  treating  of  acute  fe- 
vers, fays  (aj,  <c  When  I have  fometimes  happened  carefully  to  examine  the 
cc  matter  thrown  up  by  a vomit,  and  have  found  it  neither  remarkable  in 
tc  quantity,  nor  of  very  bad  quality,  I have  admired  that  the  patients  have 
cc  received  fo  much  relief  from  it ; for,  the  vomiting  being  over,  the  fevere 
£C  fymptoms,  (viz.  the  naufea,  anxiety,  reftlefsnefs,  deep  fighs,  blacknefs  of 
<c  the  tongue,  &c.)  which  tormented  the  patient,  and  terrified  the  by-ftanders, 
*c  were  ufually  mitigated  and  went  off,  leaving  the  reft  of  the  difeafe  to- 
<£  ierable.”  But  from  what  has  been  faid,  it  appears  that  the  thick  fluids 
are  diffolved,  the  obftruded  canals  made  free  and  open,  the  whole  body, 
dried  and  parched  up,  becomes  moift,  and  the  hurtful  matters  are  expelled ; 
it  is  no  wonder  therefore,  that  fuch  fudden  relief  fhould  happen  from  it. 

54.  The  advantages  re:eived  from  emetics  in  acute  difeafes  being  thus  cur- 
forily  related,  the  way  is  paved  to  chronic  complaints;  in  which  the  oppor- 
tunity of  giving  relief  is  not  fo  fleeting,  nor  experience  fo  fallacious,  though 
judgment  and  difcrimination  are  fufficiently  difficult.  Vomits  feein  more 
efpecially  oppofed  to  thofe  claffes  of  difeafes  which  have  their  origin  and  feat 

(a)  Sydenh  . oper.  § 1.  cap.  4. 
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in  the  ftomach,  or  vifeera  fituated  near  it,  which  is  the  cafe  with  almoft  all  chronic 
complaints ; for  the  diforders  arifing  from  thefe  parts  are  quickly  difperfed 
through  the  fyftem,  and  the  effe&s  of  loll  or  broken  health  are  returned  on 
thefe  vifeera.  This  is  no  where  more  evident  than  in  thofe  difeafes  which 
are  accompanied  with  lofs  of  reafon,  and  which  happen  from  bad  food,  or 
fome  error  in  diet,  as  their  proximate  caufe ; for  though  they  arife  from 
paflions  of  the  mind,  evacuations,  or  other  remote  caufes,  yet  an  improper 
method  of  living  often  conftitutes  the  proximate  caufe.  The  innumerable 
branches  of  nerves  fent  off  to  the  ftomach,  do  not  ferve  either  for  nutrition 
or  motion  only,  but  rather  to  promote  chylification.  The  animal  fpirits,  there- 
fore, being  difperfed  in  too  great  a quantity,  one  of  the  caufes  of  health  is  loft; 
that  is,  the  inftruments  deftined  to  convert  the  ufual  quantity  of  food  into 
the  nature  of  our  body,  become  unequal  to  the  talk;  but  the  ufual  quantity 
being  taken  into  the  ftomach,  there  neceflarily  arifes  indigeftion,  the  fource 
of  other  difeafes.  This  is  moft  frequently  the  origin  of  the  hypochondriac 
affebtion,  and  fometimes  of  other  degrees  of  defective  reafon,  from  the 
flighted:  to  the  higheft  pitch  of  madnefs.  The  phenomena  of  this  difeafe 
fhew  that  the  fault  is  principally  lodged  in  the  fluids,  and  confifts  in  too 
great  a thicknefs  of  them,  or  a diflipation  of  the  moft  volatile  moveable 
parts — Thefe  are  the  animal  fpirits,  the  vaporofe  halitus  of  the  blood,  and 
laftly  the  watery  elements  of  it ; the  greater  or  lefs  wafte  of  which  makes 
the  difeafe  milder  or  more  fevere  ; whilft  the  blood  paflfes  through  various 
degrees  of  fpiflitude,  till  at  length  it  degenerates  into  a true  bile,  called  by  the 
antients  atra  bills.  What  is  known  of  the  nature  of  this  difeafe,  is  chiefly 
owing  to  chemiftry  ; by  the  help  of  which,  in  this,  as  in  many  other  diforders, 
many  phenomena  otherwife  unintelligible,  become  evident.  From  the  che- 
mical analyfts  of  the  blood  it  appears,  that  the  watery  parts  being  evaporated, 
there  remain  a faline,  an  oily,  and  an  earthy  matter,  varioufly  combined 
together,  but  little  fit  for  the  functions  of  health,  as  being  thicker  and  lighter 
than  healthy  blood.  Chemiftry  likewife  demonftrates,  by  experiments  to  be 
depended  upon,  that  oil,  fait,  and  earth,  united  together,  contain  more  air 
than  water  mixed  with  the  reft.  The  human  calculus  is  an  example  of 
this  ; therefore  the  folids  are  too  powerful  for  the  fluids,  circulate  them  too 
quickly,  and  the  wafte  of  the  thinner  part  is  increafed,  whilft  the  refiduum 
growing  thick,  refufes  an  intimate  mixture  with  diluents.  The  ingejla,  not 
fufficiently  concocted,  add  to  the  difeafe,  obftrubt  the  loft  vifeera,  and  weaken 
or  deftroy  their  abtion.  Hence  arife  obftrubtions,  tumours,  and  pains  of  the 
fpleen,  liver,  and  hypochondria.  Health  requires  a reftoration  of  fluidity  and 
mifeibiiity  to  the  vifeid  part : this  is  obtained  by  diluents,  faponaceous  fub- 
ftances,  and  attrition.  But  the  nature  of  the  difeafe,  as  above  explained, 
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fhews  that  diluents  alone  are  of  little  ufe  ; faponaceous  fubftances  alone,  though 
very  efficacious,  are  feldom  fufficient ; but  thefe  aided  by  attrition  and  heat 
exert  their  whole  force,  as  appears  from  chemiftry.  Laftly,  attrition  in  this 
difeafe  is  feldom  increafed  by  the  common  ftimulants,  which  are  often  found 
hurtful.  It  is  true,  they  increafe  the  celerity  of  the  blood,  but  they  increafe 
at  the  fame  time  its  rarefadion.  But  it  is  found  that  attrition  is  in  proportion 
to  the  celerity,  folidity,  and  compreffion  : if  therefore  the  ratio  of  increafed 
rarefadion,  exceed  the  ratio  of  increafed  celerity,  not  only  the  attrition  will 
not  be  increafed,  but  on  the  contrary  it  will  be  diminiffied.  A remedy  there- 
fore is  wanted  which  may  increafe  the  celerity  of  the  blood,  and  at  the  fame 
time  refrain  its  rarefadion.  It  eafily  appears,  from  what  has  been  faid,  that 
fuch  a remedy  is  found  in  the  effort  of  vomiting.— Hence  appears,  by  the 
bye,  the  utility  of  immerfion  in  cold  water. 

55.  A dropfy  feems  diametrically  oppofite  to  this  difeafe ; in  which  a ferous 
lymph  drowns  the  vifcera,  and  the  pallid  blood  deforms  the  body  with  a dis- 
agreeable colour,  and  fhews  that  water  abounds,  and  that,  by  a contrary  fault, 
the  oily,  earthy,  and  faline  parts  are  deficient. 

A pituitous  difpofition  having  arifen  in  the  fluids  (which  may  happen  from 
various  caufes,  fome  of  which  the  poet  (a)  has  not  unaptly  deferred. 

Corrupt!  jecoris  vitio  vel  fplenis , acerbus 
Crejcit  hydrops  : aut  cum  ficcala  febre  medulla 
Aique  avid#  fauces  gelidum  traxere  liquor em  : 

T um  lympha  inter cus  vitio  glifeente  tumejeit , 

Secernens  miferam  proprio  de  vijeere  pellem.) 

immediately  the  folids  are  fo  debilitated  that  they  are  fcarce  able  to  propel 
the  torpid  fluids.  Hence  ftagnation  in  the  lateral  veffels,  and  languor  of  the 
functions.  The  ferum  is  daily  accumulated,  fwells,  injures  the  neighbouring 
parts,  and  the  caufes  of  the  difeafe  are  continually  renewed.  If  this  happens 
in  one  veffel  only,  an  hydatis  is  formed  : if  kcctk  <p\ e£«j,  along  the  veins , or 
in  the  tunica  cellularis  difperfed  through  the  body,  a leuccphlegmatia  takes 
place  : if  a ruptured  veffel  pour  its  contents  into  fome  cavity,  a local  dropfy 
is  produced  : if,  laftly,  (which  is  often  one  caufe  of  the  difeafe)  the  adion  of 
the  abforbent  veins  be  debilitated,  either  from  obftrudion  produced  in  them, 
or  from  mere  languor  and  inertia  of  the  folids,  whilft  the  fmall  arteries  with 
open  mouths  perform  their  office,  and  pour  their  fluid  from  the  drained  body 
without  end  into  a cavity ; in  this  cafe  the  fluid  being  continually  accumulated 
o-rows  thick,  and  in  a fhort  time  renders  the  veffels  of  all  kinds  unfit  for 
their  office,  and  produces  a topical  dropfy.  In  the  cure  of  this  difeafe  the 

(a)  Sammonicus. 


primary 
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primary  caufe  muft  be  diminished  or  removed  ; attenuants,  evacuants,  exfic- 
cants,  and  roborants  of  every  order,  muft  be  ufed,  that  the  humid  load  may 
be  removed,  the  water  leflened,  and  the  veftels  fo  far  reftored  to  their  ftrength, 
that  they  may  perform  their  proper  office,  and  the  native  healthy  ftate  of  the 
fluids  be  renewed.  To  do  all  this,  we  find  many  remedies  among  practical 
writers.  I know  not  how  many  celebrated  fpecifics  are  mentioned  by  them 
which  will  carry  oft'  the  difeafe  almoft  at  one  ltroke,  if  we  are  to  give  credit  to 
their  promifes.  Others  are  difpleafed  with  this  fhort  way  of  doing  things,  and 
relate  a pompous  farrago  of  remedies,  and  almoft  bury  the  patient  under  a 
heap  of  medicines.  The  prailice  of  both  is  to  be  avoided  ; nor  is  the  cure 
wholly  to  be  left  to  emetics,  nor  yet  attempted  without  them ; feeing  they 
fhorten  the  labour,  and  perform  in  a compendious  manner  what  would  other- 
wife  require  many  helps.  Anti-hydropic  remedies  before  mentioned,  feem  to 
produce  their  effeft  by  exciting  motion  and  attrition  of  the  fluids,  and  by  car- 
rying off  the  exuberant  lymph.  A ftrong  effort  of  vomiting  often  re- 
peated, promotes  all  thefe  at  once.  It  opens  the  obftrudted  veftels,  breaks 
down  and  propels  the  thick  and  ftagnant  fluids,  dries  up  the  humid  parts, 
increafes  the  watery  fecretions,  renders  compact  the  diflolved  blood,  and  dif- 
folves  the  vifcid,  carries  the  blood  with  greater  velocity  to  the  extremities,  and 
promotes  fweat.  It  alfo  exerts  a ftrong  action  on  the  tumefied  abdomen; 
and,  when  the  difeafe  is  wholly  feated  here  and  recent,  the  vifcera  found, 
and  the  body  not  very  old,  the  cure  is  fafely  finiffied  by  repeated  vomits  with 
proper  regimen  and  moderate  exercife ; except  in  perfons,  <c  who  being  their 
<c  own  mafters,  cannot  fo  eafily  be  governed,  as  thofe  who  recover  by  the 
((  benefit  of  being  controuled  (a)."  In  the  advanced  ftage  of  the  dropfy, 
an  emetic  feems  to  be  of  no  fmall  ufe.  This  is  proved  by  a cafe  mentioned 
by  Foreftus  (b),  of  a dropftcal  perfon,  tc  fwelled  in  his  belly,  hands,  feet  and 
“ face ; left  by  the  phyftcians,  and  at  length  defpairing  of  a cure,  he  went  to 
<c  the  fea  ffiore,  and  in  a fmall  vefiel  went  fome  diftance  on  the  fea;  by 
tc  which  a vomiting  being  promoted,  and  afterwards  ufing  exercife,  he  was 
<c  reftored  to  health.”  I might  here  adduce  the  fuffrage  of  Sydenham,  who, 
in  his  elegant  tradl  on  the  dropfy,  fupports  his  opinion  of  their  ufefulnefs  by 
many  examples  confirmed  by  repeated  obfervation : but  the  more  advanced  in 
the  art  know  well  the  elegant  words  of  the  author,  and  the  lefs  advanced  are 
chearfully  recommended  to  the  book  itfelf,  in  the  reading  of  which, 

fi  propius  Jles 

Te  capiet  magis ; et 

decies  reps  tit  a placebit. 


(a)  Celf.  Medicin.  lib.  iii.  cap. 


(l)  Obf^rv,  lib.  xix.  obf.  33. 
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if  clofer  thou  attend 

It  will  Jlrike  thee  the  more  and 

a thoufand  times  repeated  will  pleafe  thee . 

But  in  this  difeafe  the  cure  is  not  to  be  committed  to  mechanical  action,  un- 
lefs  the  vifcera,  and  other  circumftances,  are  as  mentioned  in  paragraph 
forty-fourth. 

56.  From  what  has  hitherto  been  faid,  it  will  clearly  appear  what  effedts 
may  be  expedted  from  the  adtion  of  emetics  in  difeafes  arifing  from  a ferous^ 
colluvies.  Their  ufe  alfo  will  appear  in  the  rickets,  a difeafe  troublefome  to, 
children  of  both  fexes,  difficult  to  remove,  and  frequent.  It  is  commonly 
produced  by  fome  fault  arifing  in  the  abdomen,  and  propagated  as  far  as  the 
medulla ; by  flow  degrees  it  digs  into  the  very  pillars  of  the  body,  and  ren- 
ders the  hardefl:  and  almoft  inflexible  bones  too  eafy  to  be  bent.  The  origin 
and  progrefs  of  the  difeafe,  the  curatory  indications,  and  alfo  the  manner  by 
which  it  may  be  relieved  by  repeated  vomits,  will  clearly  appear  from  the 
following  obfervations  (a). 

1.  The  hardefl:  bones  in  the  body  were  once  a moveable  jelly,  membranes 
or  cartilages ; which  by  degrees,  growing  hard  through  various  degrees  of 
folidity,  at  length  become  rigid  bones. 

2.  There  are  two  caufes  of  this  induration  ; viz.  a fecretion  of  a bony  mat- 
ter from  the  blood,  and  a firm  appofition  of  the  matter  fecreted,  or  a ftrong 
compreffion  of  the  particles  one  to  another.  Thefe  are  the  effects  of  a corn- 
pleat  vigour  of  the  living  powers,  and  the  adtion  of  the  neighbouring  in- 
cumbent mufcles.  Therefore, 

3.  If  the  blood  be  not  fufficiently  fliored  with  proper  particles  for  the  ffruc- 
ture  of  the  bones,  a lefs  fecretion  will  be  made,  and  lefs  fit  for  the  purpofe 
of  oflification.  Moreover,  if  mufcular  adtion  be  deficient,  and  the  ftrength 
languid,  another  caufe  of  oflification  is  wanting.  Hence,  therefore, 

4.  It  appears,  that  thofe  conditions  which  can  produce  the  rachitis,  are  all 
of  that  kind  which  ufually  deprave  chylification  and  fanguification.  Particular 
regard,  therefore,  muft  be  had  to  thefe,  and  that  kind  of  medicine  be  chofen, 
which  may  corredt  and  remove  the  fault  in  its  very  formation,  (§  18.  27. 
39)  } may  mend  the  hurtful  effects  of  it,  beginning  to  appear  in  other  places 
and  in  the  belt  manner  relieve  the  defedt  of  impetus  and  motion  in  the  muf- 
cles, (§  49.)  Purgatives  indeed  happily  carry  off  the  faburra  of  the  vifcera; 
but  if  they  are  too  ftrong,  they  debilitate  much,  and  leave  a thick  but  vapid 
matter  behind,  more  apt  to  produce  obftrudtions ; and  the  folids,  already 
too  weak,  they  weaken  farther.  Emetics  powerfully  purge  the  vifcera,  are 
not  fo  hurtful  to  the  vital  powers,  and  ftrengthen  the  folids ; efpecialiy  if  an 

( a)  Vide  Alex.  Monr.  Anatomy  of  the  Bones,  p.  34. 
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accurate  regimen  be  obferved,  if  the  body  be  often  immerfed  in  cold  water, 
and  laftly,  if  the  fymptoms  arifing  be  fometimes  moderated  by  fpecifics. 

57.  Whether  a vomit  be  ufeful  in  attacks  of  the  gout,  to  whom,  when, 
and  how  often  it  ought  to  be  exhibited,  is  not  eafy  to  determine.  Thofe,  whofe 
authority  I very  much  regard  above  moft  others,  altogether  diffuade  from  their 
ufe  in  the  paroxyfms,  except  naufea,  vomiting,  and  other  figns  of  the  fto- 
mach  being  loaded  withfordes,  be  urgent,  and  then  they  only  admit  the  lenient 
emetics.  But  other  phyficians,  (a)  of  no  fmall  note,  are  of  an  oppofite  opi- 
nion ; and  one  (b)  afferts,  that  “ he  has  feen  the  ufual  attacks  of  the  gout 
cc  always  rendered  more  mild,  when  the  prima  regio  has  been  cleared  of 
^ <c  fordes,  immediately  at  the  commencement  of  the  paroxyfm,  by  a gentle 
<c  emetic,  either  alone,  or  joined  with  a laxative.”  Who  is  fufficient  to  decide 
thefe  differences  ? As  for  me,  difmiffing  thefe  fads,  I fhall  endeavour  to 
demonftrate,  in  few  words,  the  ufe  of  emetics  in  a different  ftage  of  the 
fame  difeafe  ; that  is,  between  the  paroxyfms,  in  order  to  prevent  the  future. 
The  acrid  matter  ftagnating  in  the  very  fine  paffages,  and  exciting  excruciat- 
ing pains,  is  expelled  after  a gouty  paroxyfm  (if  the  cure  be  rightly  con- 
duced, nor  the  efforts  of  nature  checked  by  the  untimely  ufe  of  fome  external 
or  internal  medicine)  a gentle  fweat  moiftens  the  part  affected ; or,  if  the 
difeafe  be  of  a ftill  worfe  kind,  having  a deeper  feat  in  the  body,  and  pro- 
ducing tophi,  an  alleviation  and  remifiion  of  all  the  fymptoms  fucceeding, 
fhew  the  evacuation  to  have  been  critical : therefore  a return  of  the  fomes  of 
the  difeafe  into  the  blood,  and  upon  the  parts  appointed  for  the  more  noble 
fundions  of  life,  is  by  no  means  to  be  feared  ; but  the  reft  of  the  difeafe  is  to 
be  removed  in  the  manner  of  any  other  more  fevere  chronic  complaint.  If 
the  fluids  are  depraved,  they  muft  be  purged  by  alterants ; the  weak  folids  muft 
be  ftrengthened,  the  powers  of  the  whole  body  be  renewed,  and  the  root  of 
the  cruel  difeafe,  as  far  as  art  can  effed  it,  be  cut  up.  For  thefe  purpofes 
the  medicina  gymnaftica,  or  exercife>  is  extremely  ufeful;  which,  above  many 
other  helps,  revives  the  weakened  limbs  with  frefh  vigour.  Riding  on  horfe- 
back,  or  in  a carriage,  running,  &c.  are  excellent  helps.  But  how  often 
does  the  unfriendly  feafon  of  the  year  prevent  thefe  exercifes  ? In  the  win- 
ter or  fpring  the  gout  commonly  abates,  but  is  yet  worfe  if  it  intermits  in 
the  autumn.  For  the  air  heavy  and  cold,  wholly  prevents  going  abroad  ; and 
the  diftortcd  joints,  yet  lame  with  the  late  pains,  do  but  ill  admit  of  ftanding 
long  on  the  feet,  or  that  the  body  be  tortured  with  any  kind  of  motion  in- 
doors, or  in  fome  covered  walk.  Fridion,  in  reality,  does  nothing  more  than 
(lightly  clean  the  external  parts  ; it  evacuates  no  pituitous  matter  from  the 

( a ) Vide  Dr.  Cheyne’s  Eflay  on  the  Gout,  p.  77,  Sec.  (b)  Hoffm.  Di(T.  Decad.  i.  p.  41 1. 
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vifcera,  which,  for  want  of  motion,  neceffarily  begins  to  be  troublefome. 
Nor  are  there  wanting  to  patients  flattering  companions,  who  know  not  how 
to  give  a dearer  pledge  of  friendfhip,  than  by  ruining  their  own  health  by 
drinking,  and  attempting  the  ruin  of  a man  recovering  from  difeafe,  whilft 
in  words  they  wilh  him  his  ufual  health,  but  in  reality  take  the  means  to 
deftroy  it.  For  thefe  and  the  like  reafons,  an  emetic  is  almoft  always  very 
neceffary  to  thefe  convalefcents ; nor  will  it  be  difficult  to  colledt  from  what 
has  been  faid,  in  what  manner  it  fupplies  the  place  of  vigorous  exercife.  It 
appears  alfo  in  what  manner  vomits  affift  the  animal  functions,  how  they 
concoft  the  thick  humours,  and  laftly,  more  or  lefs  anfwer  to  every  Angle 
indication.  Nor  are  difcerning  pra£titioners  afraid,  twice  a month,  or  fome- 
times  oftener,  to  order  a vomit  to  perfons  in  this  Atuation.— Having  therefore, 
taken  a view  of  their  ufe  in  mod  chronic  difeafes,  we  intend  flightly  to  run 
over  the  complaints  which  are  troublefome  only  to  the  tender  fex. 

58.  Not  only  the  manner  of  living,  but  almoft  the  very  vital  ftamina,  feem 
to  have  given  a more  foft  lax  temperament  to  women  than  to  men  ; unlefs  a 
harder  lot  in  life  may  have  imparted  to  them  an  unnatural  one,  and  an  healthy 
mind  in  a healthy  body,  hardened  with  fevere  labour,  fhould  have  given  them 
a firmnefs  altogether  imitating  mufcular  force.  There  is  however  a ftage 
of  life  in  which  the  condition  of  women,  from  the  leaft  error,  becomes  liable 
to  the  worft  mifchiefs  ; that  is,  at  the  time  the  difference  of  the  fexes  be- 
gins to  appear,  which  is  at  or  about  the  fifteenth  year  of  their  age:  for  till 
this  time,  in  a medical  fenfe,  they  are  but  one  and  the  fame  genus  or  kind. 
But  in  what  they  differ,  why,  and  what  are  the  phyfical  caufes  of  this  dif- 
ference, is  not  neceffary  at  prefent  to  explain,  having  been  largely  treated  of 
by  others.  But  a brief  recital  of  thefe  difeafes,  as  it  may  ferve  for  a more 
clear  explication  of  this  argument,  feems  not  improper  to  our  purpofe. 

1.  The  terminus  of  increafing  bulk  approaching,  the  fame  organs  which 
have  hitherto  prepared  nourifhment  for  the  body,  ftill  continue  to  prepare  mare 
than  nutrition  alone  requires.  The  fuperabundant  blood  therefore  now  paflfes 
off  periodically  by  the  uterine  veffels.  If  it  be  detained  too  long  in  the  body, 
through  weaknefs  of  the  veffels,  or  by  an  obftrufted  paffage,  plethora  is 
added  to  plethora,  and  the  difeafes  of  the  fex  prefently  appear. 

1.  If  a watery  diffolved  or  acrid  blood  pervade  the  uterus,  and  momen- 
tum or  force  be  wanting  to  open  the  mouths  of  the  veffels  fo  far  that  they 
may  depofit  the  red  blood,  it  then  paffes  into  the  lateral  veffels,  is  poured 
into  the  glands  every  where  placed  in  the  cavity  of  the  uterus,  and  becomes 
thick:  at  length  there  paffes  off  a vifcid  fluid,  different  in  colour,,  fometimes 
white  (from  which  it  has  been  called  fiuor  albus ) or  whitilh,  fcarce  tinging  a 
cloth  i fometimes  yellov/iffi,  greenifh,  blackifh,  and  affected  with  every  colour 
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between  thefe ; fometimes  it  paffes  off  without  fetor,  fometimes  it  fmells ; 
fometimes  it  is  mild,  generally  at  firft,  but  the  difeafe  continuing  long  it  be- 
comes more  acrid,  deeper  coloured,  and  more  fetid.  The  opening  glands 
feparate  and  throw  off  the  thin  humours  of  all  kinds ; amongft  which  are  the 
nutritious,  which  ought  to  have  given  vigour  to  the  folids,  and  momentum 
to  the  fluids.  Hence  ftrength  declines  daily,  the  limbs  lofe  their  power, 
digeftion  fails,  a more  indelible  faulty  ftate  corrupts  the  fluids,  and  a difeafe 
creeps  into  the  whole  ceconomy,  than  which  (I  have  heard  the  fkilful  affert 
it)  there  is  none  among  the  whole  troop  of  chronic  complaints  more  cruel 
to  the  fex,  more  difficult  to  be  cured,  or  more  fatal  in  its  effedts ; for  the 
very  inftruments  fail,  by  the  help  of  which  the  other  parts  ought  to  be  re- 
paired, and  the  feat  of  the  difeafe  is  in  a vifcus,  to  which,  of  all  others,  it  is 
moft  difficult  to  apply  a remedy.  ’Tis  true,  it  does  not  foon  fail,  but  when 
once  affedted,  it  preferves  its  vitiated  ftate  long ; becaufe  it  is  a part,  fays 
Foreftus  (a ),  cc  which  readily  receives  the  excrementitious  particles  of  other 
<f  parts,  both  on  account  of  its  inferior  fituation,  and  the  multitude  of  veins 
ff  running  to  it,  and  alfo  on  account  of  the  ufual  natural  purgation.”  Add 
to  this,  that  its  folid  vafcular  ftrudlure  does  not  eafily  yield  "to  medicines,  the 
powers  of  which  are  weakened  by  a long  circuit  before  they  reach  it.  And 
after  the  difpofttion  of  the  blood  has  been  made  better,  the  lax  texture  of 
the  glands  obftinately  oppofes  a cure,  and  thofe  medicines  which  are  oppofed 
to  this  foftnefs,  conftringe  the  orifices  of  the  arteries,  and  render  menftruation 
more  difficult.  Native  laxity,  a bad  diet,  an  inadtAe  and  luxurious  life,  generally 
produce  this  difeafe  : for,  as  the  fame  Foreftus  has  obferved,  country-women 
Jeem  Jeldom  affedted  with  it.  Thefe  circumftances  alfo  often  precede  a fup- 
preffion  of  the  uterine  flux  (b).  Such  remedies,  therefore,  muft  be  applied 
in  thefe  cafes,  as  are  oppofed  to  difeafes  arifing  from  caufes  of  this  kind ; 
not  omitting  repeated  vomits : for,  befides  the  effects  hitherto  mentioned,  of 
cleanfing  the  ftomach,  ftimulating  the  folids,  and  producing  a wonderful  at- 
trition in  the  blood,  they  alfo  propel  it  with  fuch  force  to  the  uterus,  that  we 
find  examples  ( c)  where  this  mechanical  force  alone,  in  retarded  menfes,  has 
produced  an  inftant  flow.  And,  unlefs  the  patient  be  hard  to  vomit , or  can 
ill  bear  the  adtion  of  an  emetic,  no  lefs  advantages  are  to  be  expedted  from  it 
in  the  fluor  albus , than  in  moft  other  chronic  difeafes.  But  it  often  happens 
that  patients  in  this  difeafe  are  fatigued  with  the  leaft  motion ; whence  they 
receive  more  harm  than  good  from  a vomit.  This,  therefore,  is  firft  to  be 
confidered,  before  emetics  be  given  to  patients  of  this  kind. 

(a)  Foreft.  Obf.  lib.  28.  obf.  zi.  (b)  Oper.  Friend,  page  67.  80. 

(c)  Plater,  Obf.  Med.  p,  291. — Hildan.  Obf.  cent.  3.  obf.  58. 
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59.  But  there  is  nothing  perfect  and  happy  iri  every  refped : emetics- 
have  their  advantages,  and  alfo  their  difadvantages ; nor  are  thefe  lefs  to  be 
feared  than  thofe  to  be  defired,  if  by  chance  the  medicine  be  given  im- 
properly, But  the  unfuccefsful  events  of  a remedy  no  lefs  fhew  the  utility  of 
it,  than  if  the  moft  definable  effeds  had  taken  place  from  it;  they  demonftrate- 
its  power,  and  prove  its  efficacy,  whilft  they  convid  the  artift  of  unfkilfulnefs 
and  temerity ; nor  is  the  medicine  to  be  accufed  of  the  death  of  a man,  but 
the  hand  which  improperly  or  untimely  adminifters  it.  And  though,  from 
the  dodrine  of  emetics  already  delivered,  it  may  appear  clear  to  the  fkil-- 
ful,  in  what  cafes  they  may  be  ufeful,  and  in  what  hurtful,  yet  it  will  not  be 
improper  to  clofe  the  prefect  differtation.  with  a ffiort  account  of  the  difeafes 
in  which  a vomit  is  efpecially  to  be  avoided. 

1.  The  natural  ftrudure  of  the  body  is  a reafon  with  fome  writers  (a) 
why  emetics  ffiould  not  be  giyen  to  fome  perfons ; thofe  of  a fpare  thin  habit, 
long  neck,  narrow  breaft,  and  hard  to  vomit;  and  thofe  fubjed  to  fpitting  of 
blood,  fainting,  or  a.  troublefome  cough ; have  been  excufed  from  emetics : 
but  perfons  of  a contrary  temperament  have  often,  by  the  advice  of  phy- 
ficians,. experienced  their  falutary  effeds..  In  the  ufe  of  the  ftronger  emetics 
thefe  circumftances  certainly  ought  to  be  confidered,  left  perhaps  we  ffiould 
fall  under  the  cenfure  of  temerity  or  incaution ; nor  ought  they  wholly  to  be 
omitted  in  ordering  a gentle  vomit,  Idiofyncrafia,  ora  peculiar  dillike  to 
fome  things,,  known  to  the  patient  from  experience,  but  not  difcoverable  by 
the  phyfician,  unlefs  he  has.  learned  it  from  him,  may  forbid  the  ufe  of  this- 
or  that  medicine,  which  otherwife,, given  by  one  not  knowing  it,  would  pro- 
duce many  miichiefs.. 

a.  In  inflammatory  difeafes,  when  the  blood  is  polluted  with  a parched  len- 
tor,  and,  unfit  to  pafs  through-  the  extremities  of  the’  arteries,  ftagnates, 
and  muft  not  be  urged  by  force;  as-- in  acute  fevers, . topical  inflammations, . 
the  pleurify,  frenzy,  inflammation  of  the  liver,  and  the  like  ; the  vital  powers 
muft  rather  be  diminifhed  than  increafed ; therefore,  the  acceffion  over,  and 
violent  pain  urgent,  an  emetic  will  not  be  fafe. 

3.  Nor,  if  the  adion  called  tonic,  of  any  vifcus  or  part  be  much  injured,  on 
if  the  juft  force  by  which  the  folids  ought  to  re-ad  on  the  fluids  be  much- 
leffened,  ought  v/e  to  try  the  mechanical  force  of  a ftrong  emetic,  before  re- 
gard be  had  to  the  part,  whether  it  can  . bear  to  advantage  an  attack  of  fuch 
great  violence,  or  whether  it  will  not  fuffer  a greater  inconvenience  from  it. 
For  example;  in  a dropfy  of  the  belly  an  emetic  carries  off  the  water;  but 
for  a time  at  leaft  it  increafes  the  fwelling. 

(a)  Vid.  Fallop.  de  purgant.  p.  8s.- 
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4.  The  affion  of  emetics  is  certainly  great  on  the  lungs,  becaufe  in  the 
effort  of  vomiting,  an  unufual  quantity  of  blood  is  paffed  fuddenly  through 
them,  by  which  the  veffels  are  diftended,  the  veficles  compreffed,  on  which 
the  air  retained  within  re-a£ting  ftrongly,  renders  the  preffure  much  more, 
ftrong  and  powerful  ; and  if  the  gaping  veffels  have  before  let  out  the  blood, 
the  frnall  wounds  being  almoff  certainly  enlarged,  will  increafe  the  hsemoptoe. 
In  an  incipient  hsemoptoe  alfo,  produced  by  fome  external  caufe,  while  the 
blood  is  yet  bland,  nor  contaminated  with  any  fordid  corruption,  we  can 
fcarce  have  recourfe  to  an  emetic ; by  which  the  latent  cruor,  corrupted  by 
ftagnation,  is  expelled  the  veficles  of  the  lungs,  and  may  increafe  the  difeafe 
otherwife  not  very  dangerous.  Emetics,  therefore,  can  fcarcely  be  given  to 
perfons  affe&ed  with  pulmonary  complaints,  unlefs  where  an  inundation  of 
pus  has  overflowed  the  lungs,  and  death  otherwife  inevitable,  be  threatened 
from  fuffocation. 

5.  Laftly,  we  muff  carefully  abftain  from  their  ufe  in  thofe  difeafes  which 
are  caufed  by  much  thick  blood,  a copious  very  tough  pituitous  matter 
almoft  immoveable,  or  any  other  matter  of  the  like  kind,  affii&ing  the  brain 
and  origin  of  the  nerves,  as  in  the  more  fevere  kind  of  apoplexy,  paraplegy, 
hemipiegy,  in  the  lethargy,  carus,  and  the  like ; for  commonly  they  fix  the 
difeafe  deeper,  and  in  a very  ftrong  operation  they  deftroy  life.  It  is  fcarce 
neceffary  to  diffuade  from  the  ufe  of  emetics  when  there  is  yet  danger  of 
an  hsemorrhage  after  a limb  has  been  wounded  or  cut  off,  though  fome 
fymptoms  might  feem  to  point  them  out  as  neceffary;  or  laftly,  when  by  large 
abfceffes,  or  by  any  other  opening,  a great  fhock  being  given  to  the  fyftem, 
the  patient  would  bleed  to  death. 
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Cj^HE  following  EJfays-  on  the  Weather  and  Eifeafes  of  London  in  1751,  and 
the  three  fubfequent  years,  were  originally  inferted - in  the  Gentleman' s Maga- 
zine, commencing  with  the  lift  volume.  They  were  deemed  worthy  of  f election 
here,  not  merely  as  blojfoms  pref aging  fruit,  but  as  ripened  fruit  itfelf,  fit  for 
immediate  fervice.  It  is,  indeed,  to  be  regretted,  that  fuch  periodical  communica- 
tions were  not  longer  continued,  in  a city,  which  affords,  undoubtedly,  the  mo  ft. 
multifarious  obfervation , . 

Editor, 
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WEATHER  and  DISEASES. 


Mr.  Urban1, 

IF  the  inclofed  account  of  the  weather  fhould  appear  to  be  not  unworthy 
of  a place  in  the  Magazine , nor  be  difapproved  of  by  the  ingenious  part 
of  the  faculty,,  it  will  induce  me  to  proceed  in  furnifhing  fome  fhort  remarks 
of  the  like  nature  once  a.  month,  whilfl  health  and  leifure  permit.  I fhall  fay 
nothing  at  prefent  of  my  motives  to  this  eflay,  or  infill  upon  its  utility.  I 
Ihall  only  obferve,  that  the  barometer  I ufe  is  a good  one ; and  the  thermometer 
is  graduated  by  Fahrenheit’s  fcale,  and  made  by  a workman  of  eflablifhed 
character : it  is  fufpended  at  about  two  inches  diltance  from  the  wainfcot,  in  a 
room  where  no  fire  is  ever  kept,  nor  does  the  fun  fhine  into  any,  part  of 
it  above  two  hours  in  a day,  nor  then  within  fome  yards  of  the  thermome- 
ter j above  it  is  a wide  flaircafe,  and  a door  opens  out  of  the  room  where  it 
is  placed  into  an  airy  court  almofl  every  half  hour  in  the  day. 

The  direClion  of  the  wind  is  not  always,  fo  exaCtly  put  down  as  I could  wifi, 
from  the  reffiffnefs  of  the  neighbouring  vanes  ; nor  is  its  force,  or  the  meafure 
of  rain,  determined  any  other  way  than  by  conjectural  eflimation. 

I -am,  &c. 

Of  the  Weather  in  April  175 1. 

The  temperature  of  the  air  in  refpect  to  heat  and  cold,  during  the  whole 
of  this  month,  hath  been  furprizingly  equa1-,  notwithllanding  the  wind  has 
blown  from  almofl  every  point  of  the:  compafs.  The  lowefl  degree  to  which 
the  mercury  in  the  thermometer  fell  was  43,  the  ad  inft.  with  a clear  cold  wind 
from  the  N.E  ; the  highefl  it  arofe  to  v/as  57,  the  24th,  the  weather  fair,  warm, 
ferene,  and  the  wind  fouth:  fo  that  during  that  period  the  weather  varied  only 
14  degrees,  from  one  extreme  to  the  other,  and  this  in  fo  flow  a manner,  that 
the  mercury  did  not  rife  or  fall  quite  4 degrees  in  any  day  of  the  time. 

The  motion  of  the  quickfilver  in  the  barometer,  has  been  flill  more  con- 
fined. It. flood  the-  26th  of. fail  month  at  29  inches  one  tenth,  the  wind  wef- 
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terly,  and  much  rain;  and  rofe  by  degrees  to  30,  the  8th  inft.  the  weather 
moderate,  fair,  clear,  wind  N.  E.  this  was  its  higheft  afcent ; the  extreme  va- 
riation 9 tenths.  Its  greateft  rife  on  one  day  was  the  26th,  when  it  rofe  from 
29.1,  to  29.4,  the  wind  wefterly  and  high.  Its  greateft  fall  was  3 tenths,  on  the 
13th,  the  wind  changing  from  north  to  fouth ; an  equality  which  would 
fcarce  have  been  expedted. 

•Great  quantities  of  rain  havfe  fallen  during  this  month,  fometimes  in  heavy 
fudden  fhowers,  fometimes  in  long-continuing  rains  ; and  fuch  has  been  the 
tendency  to  wet,  that  we  have  had  fhowers  frequently  with  a north-eaft  wind. 
The  15th,  16th,  17th,  and  1 8 th  were  fair  and  moftly  dear : befides  this  Ihort 
feafon  of  fine  weather,  it  has  fcarcely  been  fair  48  hours  together,  the  whole 
month.  The  wind  was  fome  days  pretty  high  and  ftormy;  there  was  one 
fudden  ftorm  of  hail  the  21ft,  and  fome  frofty. mornings  about  the  fame  time.  - 

The  whole  of  the  month  may  be  faid  to  have  been  wet,  though  moderate; 
and  rather  cold  for  the  feafon,  than  remarkable  for  any  thing  elfe. 

With  refpedl  to  difeafes,  the  only  one  that  I have  feen  that  has  looked  like 
an  epidemic,  is  an  infidious  fpecies  of  peripneumony.  The  fick  complain  firft 
of  chillnefs,  fnivering,  and  general  pains,  frequently  of  the  limbs,  then  of  fome 
part  about  the  thorax,  but  this  laft  never  acute,  not  often  with  a cough,  and 
fometimes  without  much  difficulty  of  breathing.  They  frequently  complain 
of  pain  upon  fneezing,  coughing,  or  even  fwallowing,  on  one  fide  of  the 
neck,  juft  above  the  place  where  the  middle  of  the  maftoid  mufcle  takes  its  rife 
from  the  clavicle.  This  is  often  acute,  and  where  it  is  fo,  from  an  inftance  or 
two  I have  feen,  feems  to  afford  a bad  prognoftic.  The  patients  can  lie  eafy 
in  one  pofture,  which  is  commonly  upon  the  back,  but  not  on  either  fide. 
They  have,  or  affedt  to  ihew,  great  compofure  and  eafe,  which  impofes  on  thofe 
about  them,  till  they  are  fuddenly  alarmed  with  fome  unexpected  alteration, 
which  carries  the  patient  off  in  a fnort  time. 

The  blood  is  commonly  fizy  ; the  urine  crude  or  turbid,  without  a fair  fe- 
diment ; the  pulfe  quick,  final!,  at  length  weak,  and  with  a remarkable  jerk ; 
the  tongue  moift,  and  drinking  is  rather  fatiguing  than  pleafant.  Early  bleed- 
ing, gentle  antiphlogiftic  puiges  of  fal  cathart.  and  manna  in  the  pedtoral 
decodtion ; cupping  on  the  fide,  with  blifters,  mild  diaphoretics,  and  pec- 
torals intermixed,  have  in  fome  cafes  been  fuccefsful. 

As  to  confumptions,  they  are  rather  endemic  than  epidemic  here,  though 
this  month  moft  commonly  is  fatal  to  many  who  are  expofed  to  them. 

Should  this  imperfedt  effay  be  favourably  received,  the  author  will  endea- 
vour to  continue  it  with  care  and  affiduity. 
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Objervations  on  the  Weather , &c.  in  May  17  5 1 . 

• • \ 1 f.  ; 

The  weather  continued  cold,  dark,  and  rainy,  as  in  the  preceding  month, 
till  the  1 8th  of  the  prefent,  in  which  time  it  was  feldom  fair  above  24 
hours  together;  very  often  it  rained,  without  intermiflion,  great  part  of  the  day 
and  night,  with  the  wind  varying  from  S.  E.  to  S.  W.  or  N.  W.  About  the 
1 8th  the  weather  became  fair  and  clear,  yet  cool,  the  wind  moftly  N.  or  N.  E. 
with  a few  very  (light  fhowers. 

The  mercury  In  the  barometer  kept  about  29  6 tenths  at  a medium : dur- 
ing the  firft  part  of  the  month  it  funk  to  29.2,  the  3d  inft.  with  much 
rain,  windS.W.  and  rofe  by  (low  advances  by  the  1 8 th  1030.4.  where  it 
continued  feveral  days,  wind  N.  and  N.E. 

The  variations  in  refped  to  heat  and  cold,  have  been  more  confiderable. 
The  mercury  in  the  thermometer  continued  almoft  ftationary  between  49  and 
58,  till  the  9th,  when  it  funk  from  52  to  47,  viz.  5 deg.  (its  greateft  varia- 
tion in  24  hours,  any  time  this  month)  the  wind  N.  W.  with  a pretty  lharp 
froft,  which  was  felt  in  many  diftant  places  in  the  country.  The  north- 
weft  parts  of  Yorklhire  had  much  fnow,  the  earth  was  frozen  hard,  and  thick 
ice  was  on  the  water.  From  this  time  the  weather  became  fomewhat  warmer, 
the  mercury  fometimes  rifling  to  58,  and  on  the  21ft  and  22d  at  noon  to  64, 
the  air  ferene  and  vernal. 

The  fame  difeafes  continued  during  the  rainy  feafon ; intermittents,  both 
tertians  and  quartans,  likewife  appeared,  and  fome  obftinate  jrheumatifms,  but 
none  of  them  attended  with  any  unufual  fymptoms,  or  requiring  any  me- 
thod of  cure  different  from  what  is  commonly  put  in  pradtice. 

Though  it  is  out  of  courfe,  it  may  not,  however,  be  altogether  improper  to 
obferve  in  this  place,  that  the  winter  in  general  has  been  remarkably  wet 
and  cold;  that  difeafes  of  the  bread  have  been  more  frequent  than  any  others, 
and  thefe  chiefly  fuch  as  manifeftly  arofe  from  a Jerofa  colluvies. 

The  fmall-pox  was  uncommonly  mild  in  general,  few  dying  of  it,  in  corn- 
parifon  of  what  happens  in  mod  other  years.  Great  numbers  of  children  had 
the  hooping-cough,  both  in  London  and  feveral  adjacent  villages,  in  a violent 
degree.  Strong,  fanguine,  healthy  children  feemed  to  fuffer  moft  by  it;  and 
to  fome  of  thefe  it  proved  fatal,  where  it  was  negledled,  or  improperly  ma- 
naged in  the  beginning. 

For  though  nothing  feemed  to  avail  much  in  carrying  off  the  difeafe,  but 
change  of  air,  with  affes  milk  and  proper  diet;  yet  in  conftitutions  like  xhofe 
above  deferibed,  if  a vein  was  not  opened,  fometimes  oftener  than  once,  with 
-Elifters,  manna,  oxymel  fcilliticum  in  fmall  cinnamon-water,  given  frequently 
ftn  fmall  dofes,  the  inceffant  cough  brought  on  inflammations  in  the  lungs, 
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fometimes  of  greater,  fometimes  of  lefs  extent,  in  proportion  to  the  fulnefs- 
of  the  vefiels,  and  the  difpofition  to  inflammatory  diforders. 

A ftrong  healthy  child,  betwixt  two  and  three  years  old,  was  feized  with  this 
diforder  in  a violent  degree : he  was  fent  into  the  country,  the  feafon  cold 
and  wet,  where  his  diforder  continued  without  abatement,  having  no  medi- 
cal affiftance.  In  about  a month  the  cough  became  lefs  fevere,  but  a continual 
feverifh  heat  fucceeded,  with  difficulty  of  breathing,  a fhort,  troublefome,  but 
not  convulfive  cough,  a quick,  feeble  pulfe,  and  loofe  greenilh  ftools,  or  elfe  a 
tendency  to  coftivenefs.  After  three  weeks  illnefs,  various  methods  were  put 
in  practice  to  affift  him,  but  in  vain ; his  fever  increafed,  with  feme  irregular 
remiffions,  and  his  breathing  became  more  difficult  till  he  expired,  after  about 
fix  or  feven  weeks  indifpofition... 

Upon  opening  the  body,  the  lungs  on  both  fides  were  found  full  of  mat- 
ter, not  colle&ed  in  abfeeffes,  but  difperfed  and  hardened  throughout  the  whole 
fubftance  of  the  lobes,  in  the  lower  edges  of  which  it  was  fo  clofely  impaCed, 
and  in  a manner  indurated,  as  to  refill  as  much  in  cutting  as  the  firmed:  glan- 
dular fubftance  in  the  body. 

On  viewing  the  condition  of  the  vifeera  in  the  lower  belly  more  attentively,, 
fome  of  the  contents  of  the  ftomach  were  found  floating  in  the  left  hypochon- 
drium,  being  part  of  an  oily  draught  unaltered : it  was  judged  that  fome- 
llight  wound  had  been  made  in  the  ftomach,  though  the  knife  was  con- 
duced with  the  utmoft  circumfpeCion  ; but  the  opening  was  foon  difeovered 
to  have  been  made  by  another  caufe ; that  part  of  the  bottom  of  the  ftomach 
which  lies  next  the  fpleen,  about  the  breadth  of  a crown-piece,  was  in  fo  putrid 
a condition,  as  fcarcely  to  bear  the  flighteft  touch,  yet  without  having  its  co- 
lour much  altered.  The  inteftines  were  almoft  tranfparent  and  exanguious,. 
and  the  colon  larger  than  the  ftomach ; the  gall-bladder  full  of  a yellowiffi 
ferum  ; the  fpleen  fmall  and  harder  than  common  ; every  thing  elfe  was  found. 
It  mull  feem  a little  remarkable  that  the  child  had  no  vomitings,  no  fingultus> 
or  any  lymptom  from  whence  it  could  be  difeovered  that  the  ftomach  was  par- 
ticularly afteCed,  unlefs  we  attribute  to  this  caufe  a great  unwiHingnefs  in  the 
child  to  be  moved,  and  at  one  period  of  the  difeafe  a total  refufal  of  liquids  or 
other  fuftenance  5 but  this  went  off  a few  days  before  he  died,  during  which 
time  he  took  every  thing  with  a kind  of  greedinefs.  This  cafe  has  been  more 
prolixly  related  than  perhaps  is  fuitable;  but  ’tis  done  for  the  fake  of  pre- 
cifion,  which  is  always  neceffary  in  regard  to  fa&s  with  which  it  is  of  ufe  to 
praditioners  to  be  acquainted. 


ChfervationS 
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Objervations  on  the  Weather , &c.  ///.June  1751.. 

The  motions  of  the  quickfilver  in  the  barometer  have,  ifi  this  rnontili,  been 
confined  within  narrow  limits:  twice  it  fubfided  from-  30.  and  30. f,  (the 
point  where  it  was  generally  ftationary  during  the  laft  month)  to  29.6,  vi?.  on 
the  28th  ult.  and  the- 1 6th  inft.  the  wind  bein£'  wefterly,  with  rain.’  It  rbfe 
about  the  3d  to  30.3,  and  continued  there  a daf  or  two,  the  wind  E.  and 
N.  E.  which  was  its  greateft  afcent.  The  variations  in  the  thermometer  have 
been  more  confiderable.  The  mercury  flood  at  53,  the  26th  ult.  its  loweft 
point,  and'1  where  it  had  remained  almoft  ftationary  during  the  preceding 
month ; from  whence  it  rofe  by  flow  advances  to  60,  about  the  beginning  of 
this  prefent.'  And  on  the  5th,  6th,  and  7th,  the  mercury  flood  at  68,  at 
feven  in  the  morning,  the  ufual  hour  of  obfervatio’nj  though  hy  noon  it.arofe 
to  73.  But  as  thefe  notes  are  intended  to  point  out  the  general  temperature 
of  the  air,  the  effefts  of  the  mid-day  fun  are  not  always  mentioned.  For 
though  the  fudden  changes  of  the  air,  without  doubt,  affedl  the  animal  oeco- 
nomy,  as  certainly,  and  as  dangeroufly,  as  the  more  equal  procedure  of  a 
malignant  feafon,  yet  it  is  not  every  gleam  of  heat,  or  fudden  chill,  that  can 
produce  fuch  effe6ts. 

An  account  of  this  kind  would  however  be  imperfect,  were  no  notice 
taken  of  the  fudden  alterations ; and  this,  perhaps,  may  have  induced  fome  wri- 
ters to  give  their  journals  entire  to  the  public  : but  it  feems  quite  fufficient 
for  every  medical  purpofe,  to  mention  only  the  greateft  variations  that  have 
happened  in  the  fpace  of  24  hours,  on  either  of  the  inftruments  above  men- 
tioned which  variations  have  in  this  month  been  very  moderate,  4 degrees  in 
the  barometer,  5 in  the  thermometer,  having  been  the  greateft  in  one  natural 
•day. 

As  the  preceding  months  were  cold  and  wet,  this  hath  been,  for  the  moft 
part,  warm  and  dry ; there  having  been  fewer  rainy  days  in  this  month  than 
fair  ones  in  the  former,  though  the  wind,  excepting  about  10  days,  was  ge- 
nerally S.  or  N.  W. 

The  difeafes  that  have  chiefly  appeared  in  this  month,  were  the  fore-throat, 
which  was,  fome  years  ago,  epidemic ; and  a flow  remittent  fever,  of  which 
fome  cafes  have  occurred  fince  the  warm  weather  came  in. 

The  former  was  treated  in  the  method  which  was  generally  found  beneficial 
when  it  raged  before,  and  with  fuccefs  $ the  latter,  when  .negle&ed  at  the  be- 
ginning, which,  from  the  mildnefs  of  its  fymptoms,  moft  frequently  hap- 
pens, too  often  proves  fatal.  The  fick  find  a wearinefs,  head-ach,  and  ftu- 
por,  with  pains  in  the  limbs,  fometimes  in  the  fide,  but  not  acurtf : they  have 
flight  lhiverings,  fucceeded  by  heats,  but  not  often  vehement:  the  complaints 

M .2  increafe 


g^  On  Weather  and  Difeafes . 

increafe  as  night  approaches,  but  are  eafrer  the  next  morning  after  a fweat, 
•which  in  fome  is  profufe : thus  they  continue  fcveral  days,  often  without  the 
leaft  apprehenfton,  till  on  a fudden  thofe  about  them  are  furprized  with  the 
appearance  of  imminent  danger. 

Moderate  bleeding,  gentle  diaphoretics,,  and,  in  fome  cafes,  fmall  dofes  of 
the  bark,  would  probably  have  prevented  thofe  difficulties,  from  whence  too 
often  no  art  can  extricate  them  afterwards. 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  obferve,,  that  the  town  in  general  has  been  and 
continues  very  healthy,  as  appears  both  from  the  accounts  of  fuch  as  cannot 
be  unacquainted  with  this  circumftance,  as  well  as  from  the  weekly  bills,  if  their 
teftimony  may  be  in  the  leaft  relied  upon.  According  to  thefe  the  burials  have 
been  decreafing  feveral  weeks,  and  by  the  laft,  amount  to  no  more  than  298,- 
than  which,  it  is  apprehended,  few  can  remember  to  have  feen  them  lower 
at  this  time  of  the  year.  That  thefe  bills  are  not  corredt,  is  not  entirely  the 
fault  of  the  company  of  pariffi-clerks,  who,  it  feems,  want  power  to  compel 
thofe  who  ought  to  be  under  their  direction  to  do  their  duty.  But  when- 
ever the  omiffion  is,  ’tis  pity  but  it  was  redlified,.  fince  nothing  would  con^ 
tribute  fo  effedtually  to  demonftrate  the  influence  of  the  feafons  on  human 
bodies,  as  a juft  and  regular  account  of  thofe  particulars,  which  properly  make 
a part  of  the  bill  of  mortality. 


O'bjervati'ons  on  the  Weather , &c.  in  July  1751. 

The  weather  in  this  month  may  be  faid  to  have  been  warm  and  wetj 
it  having  rained  more  or  lefs  on  24  days  out  of  30;  on  fome  of  them  very 
heavily,  and  during  a conflderable  part  of  24  hours. 

The  wind  was  for  the  moft  part  S.  W.  and  the  fky  frequently  cloudy  when 
it  did  not  rain.;  the  air  temperate. 

The  mercury  in  the  barometer  fometimes  funk  to  29.4.  and  one  day  rofe 
to  30.1.  viz.  on  the  9th,  the  wind  E.  But  it  generally  kept  between  29.7. 
and  9,  not  varying  above  fix  tenths  of  an  inch  in  the  whole  month,  nor 
fhifting  above  two  of  thefe  in  one  day. 

In  the  thermometer  the  motions  o.f  the  quickfilver  were  as-  limited  as  in  the 
barometer.  Twice  it  funk  to  59,  viz.  on  the  26th  ult.  and  the  19th  inft. 
On  the  10th,  nth,  and  12th,  it  ftood  about  64  and  5,  its  higheft  afcent,  at 
the  ufual  hour  of  obfervation  ; for  at  noon  it  rofe  to.  72,  on  the  10th,  the 
warmeft  day  this  month ; wind  E. 

As  the  variations  in  refpedt  to  heat  did  not  exceed  6 degrees  in  the  whole 
month,  fo  no  two  fucceeding  days  differed  from  each  other  above  3 degrees, 
a greater  equality  than  is  common  to  be  obferved  at  this  feafon ; to  which 
, caufe,. 
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caufe,  very  probably,  and  to  the  moift  temperature  of  the  air,  may  be  afcribed 
the  uncommon  healthinefs  of  the  town,  and,  as  far  as  I can  learn,  of  many 
parts  of  the  country  alfo. 

Observations* on  the  Weather ,&c.  in  Auguft  1751. 

Barometer. 

Higheft  30  the  24th  inft.  Wind  N.  E„- 

Loweft  29  T\  27th  ult.  S.  E, 

Common  ftation  about  29  . 

Greateft  variation  in  one  day  -A- 

Thermometer. 

Higheft  64  degr.  5th  inft.  Wind  S.  S.’W. 

Loweft  57  25th.  N.  E. 

Great-eft  var.  7 d J from  ?N 

in  one  day  5 ^ ‘,26it0  58j’ 

Common  ftation  61  degrees. 

r ' . 

It  is  fcarcely  poffible  to  meet  with  a more  equ ah  temperature  of  the  air> 
in  any  climate,  than  has  here  been  obferved,  during  this  laft  month  ; the 
wind  has,  for  the  moft  part,  kept  betwixt  the  South  and  Weft  points,  till 
within  thefe  few  days.  The  firft  and  laft  weeks  of  this  period  were  moderately 
warm,  with  feveral  fair  days.  The  middle  part  of  the  month  was  likewife 
moderately  warm,  but  wet ; and,  excepting  a very  few  days,  the  whole  month 
rather  cloudy  and  overcaft. 

As  it  feldom  happens  that  there  is  any  remarkable  increafe  of  mortality,  , 
without  fome  very  fenfible  change  in  the  temperature  of  the  air  preceding  it; 
and  as  the  alteration  in  the  weight  of -the  atmofphere  -did  not  exceed  nine 
tenths,  nor  the  neat  of  it  vary  above  feven  degrees,  in  the  whole  month ; it 
is  the  more  difficult  to  account  for  thofe  fluctuations  in  the  weekly  bills 
in  this  period;  the  numbers  having  fallen  from  306  in  one  week,  to  224 
the  next,  and  again  rofe  to  304,  without  any  manifeft  reafon.  And  though 
it  would  not  be  candid  to  attribute-  any  part  of  this  to  want  of  care  in  the 
compilers  of  the  bills,  without  good  evidence,  yet  one  cannot  but  wiffi  that 
all  poffible  care  might  be  taken  to  bring  in  their  accounts  as  regularly  as 
poffible ; otherwife  the  main  end  of  an  inftitution,  capable  of  being  highly 
beneficial  to  fociety,  muft  not  only.be  defeated, . but  miftakes- and. prejudice 
be  thereby  occafioned. 


Qbjcrvatiotit 
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Observations  on  the  Weather , £s?r.  w September  175^ 
Barometer. 

Higheft  30^,  25th  ulr.  Wind,  N.  E. 

Lowed:  29-rV,  19th,  at  night,  with  thunder,  lightning, 

and  heavy  rain.  S.  E. 

Greateft  varia- 7 T%->  from  30^  to  29^  5 N.  W.  to 
tion  inone  day  ) the  30th  uk.  £S,  W. 
Common  ftation  about  29XV* 

Thermometer. 

Higheft  62,  with  much  rain,  the  20th,  Wind  S.  T. 
Lowed:  30,  fair  and  frofty,  9th,  N.  W. 

Common  ftation  about  57. 

.Greateft  varia-  1 , , . „ f S.  W.  to 

tion  in  one  day  $ e^'  0 53  j n.W. 


During  the  firft  part  of  this  month,  the  weather  was  moderately  warm, 
clear,  and  fair;  from  thence  it  changed  to  cool,  windy,  and  wet;  and 
continued  fo  till  towards  the  conclufion,  when  it  became  more  temperate, 
and  inclined  to  fair,  though  with  fome  gufts  of  wind,  and  heavy  rain.  This 
variable  ftateof  the  weather,  however,  feems  to  have  had  no  remarkably  inju- 
rious effedts  on  the  health  of  the  people,  the  weekly  bills  continuing  mode- 
rately low,  and  no  epidemic  diforders  appearing,  fo  as  to  engage  the  attention 
of  the  public,  or  of  the  faculty.  Some  intermittents  occurred  about  the 
beginning  of  the  month,  but  thefe  were  neither  fo  frequent,  nor  their  fymptoms 
fo  vehement,  as  often  happens  about  this  feafon. 


Obfervations  on  the  Weather,  &c.  in  Odtober  1751, 
Barometer. 

Higheft  30  -£y.  Lowed:  29 

Greateft  varia-  7 3 C 30th  ult.  from  29  -j-V  to 
tion  in  one  day  S 1 0 1 30.  S.W.  to  N.W. 
Common  ftation  about  30^. 


Thermometer. 

Higheft  56.  Lowed:  46. 

Greateft  variation 7 j (17th,  52  to 


in  one  day 


1 


deg.  | 


N.E.  cloudy. 


47- 


Common  ftation  52. 


5 


The 
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The  weather  in  this  month  has  been  generally  fair,  clear,  cool,  and  frofty, 
there  having  been  more  dry  days  in  this  month  than  in  many  of  the  preceding. 
There  were  fome  wet  days  about  the  beginning,  and  it  now  feems  difpofed  to 
rain,  the  wind  having  fkipped  from  N.  E.  E.  where  it  kept  moft  part  of  two 
weeks,  to  S.E. 

The  variations  in  refpedt  to  heat  and  cold,  as  well  as  the  weight  of  the  at- 
mofphere,  have  been  very  inconfiderable ; much  lefs  than  in  the  preceding 
months : to  this  perhaps  may  be  afcribed  the  fhare  of  health  which  the  town 
enjoys;  the  weekly  bills  in  the  firft  week  being  317,  in  the  fecond  373,  the 
third  29a,  and  the  laft  358. 

A flow  continual  fever,  beginning  with  acute  pains  in  the  forehead,  extend- 
ing to  the  eyes,  with  fcarce  any  perceptible  rigors  preceding;  a quick,  foft 
pulfe,  not  much  heat,  a moift  tongue,  crude  urine,  moderate  fweats,  but  eafily 
rendered  profufe,  made  its  appearance  about  the  beginning  of  the  month, 
though  many  were  not  affedted  with  it,  and  few  mortally : bleeding  eafed,* 
but  did  not  remove  the  pains  in  the  head;  blifters  were  of  ufe ; mild  diaphore- 
tics and  cardiacs,  in  fmall  dofes,  kept  up  the  pulfe,  and  afforded  great  relief  j 
large  dofes,  efpecially  of  the  volatile  kind,  occaffoned  reftlefsnefs,  thirft,  a dry 
tongue,  copious  fweats,  and  high-coloured  water,  however  plentifully  the  fick 
took  diluters.  Thofe  who  recovered  appeared  to  grow  better  about  the  14th 
or  15th,  the  water  depoffting  a copious  fediment  of  a yellowilh  colour. 

The  malignant  fore-throat  affedted  feveral,.  both  children  and  adults,  fome 
of  whom  had  large  hard  tumours  on  each  fide  of  the  neck  externally ; where 
thefe  appeared  early,  and  were  very  large,  the  fick  were  in  great  danger,  and  if 
they  recovered,  the  amendment  was  flow  and  tedious. 

Objervations  on  the  Weather , (£c.  in  November  1751. 

The  weather  in  this  month  has  been  unufually  tempeftuous,  and  more  variable 
than  in  the  preceding.  The  laft  concluded  wet  and  cold,  the  prefent  began 
cold  and  frofty,  and  continued  fo  till-  the  12th-;  the  wind  fluffing  then  from 
N.  E.  to  the  Southward,  brought  rain  and  a warmer  air;  and  from  that  time 
to  near  the  conclufion  of  the  month,  we  have  had  frequently  very  high  winds, 
and  heavy  rains  with  fome  fnow;  with  refpedc  to  cold,,  variable  but  not  im- 
moderate 

Barometer. 

Higheft  30 -Ay,  5th  inft.  froft.  Wind  N„ 

Loweft  29.0,  19th,  heavy  rain  and  fnow, 

Greateft  variation  in  one  day  -A,  19th  inft. 

Common  ftation  about  29-^. 

* On  the  at  ft  was  fnow,  hail,  much  lightning  and  thunder. 

Thermometer, 
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Thermometer. 

.Higheft  54,  26th  ult.  Wind  S.  E. 

Loweft  42,  3d  inft.  clear,  very  cold.  N.  W. 

Greateft  variation?  „ , C 28th,  54  to  46. 
in  one  day  J e®’  \ N.  W.  high. 

Common  ftation. 47. 

The  conclufion  of  the  laft  and  , the  beginning  of  the  prefent  month  were 
moderate,  and  the  weekly  bills  very  little  affe&ed.  After  the  cold  frofty 
weather  fet  in,  the  burials  increafed  from  319  to  395,  and  kept  up  nearly 
to  the  fame  number  the  week  following.  A more  temperate  moift  feafon  fuc- 
ceeding,  reduced  them  to  338.  It  has  been  frequently  obferved,  and  as  far  as 
the  bills  may  be  depended  on,  is  demonftrable,  that  an  excefs  of  wet,  with  mo- 
derate warmth,  is  not  fo  injurious  to  our  conftitutions,  as.  a fevere  cold  feafon. 

Qbjervations  on  the  Weather^ . &c.  in  December  1751. 

.The  weather  in  this  month  was  variable:  the  greateft  part  of  it  was  fair, 
frofty,  dark,  foggy,  and  cold ; the  wind  northerly : the  latter  part  of  it  was 
wet,  and,  with  refpeCt  to  cold,  moderate  the  wind  generally  W.  or  S.  W. 
The  weekly  bills,  which  were  very  low  in  the  laft  month,  increafed  with  the 
cold  weather,  and  funk  again  .as  it  became  more  temperate. 

Barometer. 

. Higheft  30.4,  30th  ult.  Wind  North. 

Lowell;  29.  5,  20th  inft.  Wind  S.  E. 

.Greateft  variation  in  one  day  -Ay. 

Common  ftation,  3.0. 

Thermometer. 

Higheft  51,  21ft  inft.  Wind  S.  E. 

Loweft  37,  4th  inft.  thick  fog.  N. 

Greateft  variation  in  one  day  6 deg. 

Common  ftation  44. 


In  the  preceding  month  the  fmall-pox  began  to  make  their  appearance  mote 
^frequently  than  they  had  done  of  late,  and  became  epidemic  in  this.  They 
were  in  general  of  a benign  kind,  tolerably  diftinCl,  though  often  very  nu- 
merous. Many  had  them  fo  favourably  as  to  require  very  little  medical  afiift- 
ance,  and  perhaps  a greater  number  of  people  have  get  through  them  fafely 
than  has  of  late  years  'been  known ; for  the  truth  of  which  remark,  the  writer 
refers  to  the  experience  of  practitioners.  And  as  the  fmall-pox,  of  all  the 
. difeafes  mentioned  in  the  weekly  bills,  is,  perhaps,  the  only  one  of  which  we 

have 
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have  any  tolerable  exadt  account,  it  being  a difeafe  which  the  moft  ignorant 
cannot  eafily  miftake  for  another,  it  may  not  be  improper  here  to  fubjoin  the 
amount  of  the  general  bills,  and  the  numbers  of  thofe  who  died  of  the  fmall- 
pox  during  the  four  laft  years. 


Total  Amount. 

Small-pox. 

In  1748, 

23,869. 

1789. 

I749> 

25,516. 

2625. 

175°, 

23,727. 

1229. 

I75C 

21,028. 

998. 

And  here  one  cannot  but  regret  the  prefent  defective  method  of  compiling 
thefe  bills ; the  lift  of  difeafes  is  itfelf  abfurd  in  feveral  inftances  j and  the 
perfons  who  are  to  aflign  a name  to  the  difeafe  of  which  any  perfon  died, 
are  the  leaft  qualified  perhaps  of  all  others  to  do  it  properly.  It  is  needlefs  in 
this  place  to  point  out  to  phyficians  the  benefits  that  would  moft  probably 
accrue  to  the  fcience  they  are  converfant  in,  from  faithful  hiftories  of  the  air, 
and  the  moft  obvious  mutations  in  refpedt  to  its  qualities,  together  with 
correct  accounts  of  the  feveral  difeafes  of  which  thofe  died  whofe  deaths  are 
regiftered. 

It  would  likewife  take  up  too  much  room  in  this  place  to  defcribe  the  un- 
certainty to  which  thofe  are  expofed,  who  would  form  any  ufeful  or  pre- 

cife  ideas  from  the  prefent  bills ; it  may  not,  however,  be  improper  to  wipe 
off  one  unjuft  afperfion,  which  from  thefe  very  bills  is  caft  upon  our  country  by 
foreigners,  at  leaft,  fo  far  as  any  thing  of  this  kind  can  contribute  to  it. 

The  three  moft  capital  articles  in  our  general  bills,  are  Confumptions,  Con- 
vulfio.ns,  and  Fevers ; under  which  laft  article  are  commonly  ranked,  not 
only  common  inflammatory  feyers,  but  every  other  fpecies  that  is  ufually 
enumerated  ; yet  the  number  of  thofe  who  are  faid  to  die  of  fevers  feldom 
equals,  very  feldom  exceeds  the  number  of  thofe  who  are  faid  to  die  of  Con- 
fumptions ; nay,  it  is  much  the  moft  common  for  thefe  to  be  as  four  to  three 

of  Fevers.  Flence  foreigners,  who  are  ignorant  in  what  manner  our  bills  are 

compiled,  give  it  out,  that  a Confumption  is  the  grand  endemic  of  England % 
and  conclude,  unjuftly,  that,  as  fcarce  any  difeafe  is  known  to  be  more 
affedted,  either  for  the  better  or  the  worfe,  by  the  air  than  this  is,  the  air  of 
England  muft  moft  certainly  have  fomething  in  it  extremely  pernicious,  as  a 
difeafe,  fo  much  depending  on  the  ftate  of  the  air,  is  fo  frequent  among  us : 
whereas,  in  fadb,  the  truth  of  the  cafe  appears  to  be  this  : the  fearchers  are 
commonly  two  as  poor  and  ignorant  perfons  as  the  parilh  affords ; thefe  are 
to  fee  all  dead  bodies,  and  to  report  to  the  company  of  parifh-clerks  of  what 
difeafe  they  died ; if  the  body  is  emaciated,  which  may  happen  even  from 
an  acute  fever,  ’tis  enough  for  them  to  place  it  to  the  article  of  Confumptions, 
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though  the  death  of  the  party  was  perhaps  owing  to  a difeafe  Ipecifically  dif-q 
ferent 3 and  thus  a monftrous  account  is  framed  by  the  ignorance  of  the  fearch- 
ers,  to  the  difgrace  of  our.  country,  and  even  fo  far  as  to  difeourage  fome. 
foreigners  from  coming  among  us. 

It  may  be  alfo  obferved,  that  from  the  fame  caufe  lprings  another  abfurd 
effect,  which  is  the  article  of  Convulfions.  ’Tis  not  uncommon  for  perfons. 
who  die  of  very  different  diftempers,  to  have  fome  convulfive  motions  be- 
fore they  depart 3 in  fevers  of  various  kinds,  nothing  is  more  common  : yet  if 
any  thing  of  this  nature  is  hinted  at  before  the  fearchers,  or  they  make  any  in- 
quiry and  find  this  to  be  the  cafe,  the  dead  are  immediately  added  to  the  ar- 
ticle of  Convulfions.  Of  thefe  fadts  the  writer  has  known  a multitude  of  in- 
ffances  ; curiofity  at  firft,  feconded  by  an  inclination  to  contribute  all  in  his. 
power  to  rediify  fo  flagrant  an  abufe  of  an  inftitution  defigned  for,  and  ftill 
capable  of,  very  beneficial  purpofes,  having  engaged  him  in  fome  enquiries, 
of  this  nature. 

From  comparing  the  accounts  of  the  weather  given  in  the  preceding  months, 
it  will  appear,  that  the  feafons,  excepting  a greater  tendency  to  rain  than  has. 
happened  for  feveral years paft,  have  been  uncommonly  moderate;  no  extremes 
of  heat  or  cold,  nor  any  great  or  fudden  changes,  in  refpedt  to  either  of  thefc. 
qualities.  This  may,  perhaps,  in  a great  meafure  have  contributed  much 
to  the  healthinefs  of  the  year  in  this  metropolis,  it  having  been  before  obferved,. 
that  no  weather  is  in  common  fo  little  productive  of  acute  and  fatal  difeafes, 
as  the  warm  and  the  moift,  nor  any  fo  dangerous  in  thefe  refpe&s  as  the  ope 
pofite ; and  may  at  the  fame  time  account  for  that  remarkable  addition  to  the 
article  of  coughs  and  hooping-coughs,  which  appears  in  the  prefent  year; 
compared  with  the  preceding  3 the  account  whereof  is  as  follows  : . 

r In  1748,  150. 

Died  of  the  cough  ) 1 749 , 82.. 

and  hooping-cough  ? 175°,  55.. 

C 17  5 1',  275- 

It  may  likewife  be  farther  obferved,  that,  according  to  the  fum  of  the  lafif 
bill,  the  chronic  difeafes  are  more  numerous  in  proportion  than  the  acute, 
thefe  feeming  to  have  diminifhed  in  a fomewhat  greater  ratio,,  and  that  pro- 
bably for  the  reafon  before  affigned  3 viz.  that  moiff  and  moderately  warm 
feafons  are  the  leaft  of  ail  difpofed  to  produce  acute  difeafes.  For  as  to  the 
hooping-cough,  it  may  rather  be  ranked  among  the  chronics,  it  feldorn  prov- 
ing fatal  in  a fhort  time,  when  fo  it  terminates.. 
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Qbfervations  on  the  Weather , &c.  in  January  1752. 

Barometer. 

Higheft  30.4.  Loweft  29.0,  14th.  High  wind,  S.  Rain. 

Gr-eateft  variation  in  one  day  TV 

Common  ftation  29.  5. 

Thermometer. 

Higkeft  51  deg.  Loweft  42  deg. 

Greateft  variation  in  one  day  4 deg. 

Common  ftation  45. 

The  barometer  in  this  month  has  afforded  an  unufuai  phenomenon,  which 
is  worthy  of  notice,  and  efpecially  as  the  caufe  of  it  is  ftnce  come  to  light. 
In  the  conclufion  of  the  laft  and  the  fore  part  of  this  month,  the  quick- 
filver  flood  moftly  above  30  deg.  with  a northerly  wind.  It  funk  about  the 
middle  of  the  month  very  low,  with  the  wind  at  S„  E.  and  S.  W.  viz.  to  29, 
and  rofe  but  a degree  or  two  during  ten  days,  though  the  wind  fhifted  to  the 
north-eaft,  and  kept  northerly  all  the  time,  with  dark,  cold,  moift  weather, 
fome  rain,  and  now  and  then  a flight  appearance  of  fnow. 

What  is  moft  Angular  in  this  cafe  is,  that  the  quickfilver  fhould  fink  fo  low, 
and  continue  there  fo  fteadily,  with  a wind  that  commonly  raifes  it  to  30  deg. 
at  leaft,  that  is,  a full  inch  higher,  unlefs  great  quantities  of  fnow  fall  at  the 
fame  time ; but  as  very  little  of  this  appeared  about  London,  the  obferver 
was  at  a lofs  to  account  for  it  any  other  way  than  by  fuppofing  that  in  the 
north  fomething  unufuai  muft  have  happened,  of  which,  indeed,  he  was  foon 
after  informed  (a). 

The  variations,  in  refpedl  to  heat  or  cold,  have  been  very  inconflderable  ; 
the  mercury  having  traverfed  only  nine  degrees  during  the  whole  month, 
and  only  four  of  thefe  in  any  one  day.  But  to  the  fenfes  the  weather  Teemed 
much  more  variable,  it  having  been  in  general  a dark,  moift,  cold,  and  un- 
pleafant  month. 

A diftindl  benign  kind  of  the  fmall-pox  continued  to  be  the  epidemic  of  this 
month ; a few  confluent  cafes  occurred,  but  rarely,  in  comparifon  of  the 

(a)  Extradt  of  a letter  from  Richmond  in  Yorkffiire,  dated  the  21ft  inftant.  , 

The  fnow  began  to  fall  the  15th,  and,  fave  a little  intermiffion  the  next  morning,  hath 

continued  falling  ever  fince  ; and  though  we  have  a ftrong  north-eaft:  wind,  which  drives  the  fnow 
into  hollow,  ffieltered  places,  yet  in  the  middle  of  a plain  field,  into  which  1 got  with  fome  diffi- 
culty this  evening,  to  meafure  the  depth  of  the  fnow,  1 found  it  to  be  27  inches  deep,  very 
heavy,  and  clofe.  If  it  had  fallen  light,  and  with  little  wind,  it  muft  have  lain  above  a yard 
deep  upon  the  plain  ground,  which  is  more  by  above  pne  half  than  moft  people  here  have  ever 
feen,  and  it  Hill  continues  fnowing. 
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numbers  of  thofe  who  had  them  in  a favourable  way.  Bleeding  moderately, 
and  an  emetic,  at  the  firit  attack,  commonly  rendered  the  difeafe  extremely 
favourable,  and,  except  a gentle  anodyne  to  abate  the  fenfe  of  forenefs,  or  an 
emollient  clyfter,  was  aim  oil  the  only  medical  affiftance  required; 

A few  had  the  malignant  angina,  together  with  the  fmall-pox.  Thefe  required 
a warm  antifeptic  regimen,  and  commonly  did  well.  The  intercurrent  difeafes 
were  the  peripneumonia  noth  a,  and  flow  remittent  fevers,  often  attended  with 
apt h^e,  and  running  out  to  a great  length,  efpecially  if  either  copious  evacua- 
tions on  one  hand-,  or  a too  warm  regimen  on  the  other,  had  difordered  the 
ufual  procedures  of  nature. 

Moderate  evacuations,  binders,  gentle  diaphoretics,  keeping  the  body  falli- 
ble at  the  fapne  time,  appear  the  mod  likely  methods  of  removing  the  difor-^ 
ders  of  the  feafon,  being  modly  the  produce  of  a JeroJa  colluvies. 

Ohfervations  on  the  Weather , &c.  in  February  1752. 

Barometer. 

Higheft  30.  2.  Lowed  29.  4. 

Created  variation!  C the  9th,  from  29.  8,. 

in  one  day  I 1 to  29.  5. 

Common  Aation  30.  o. 

Thermometer. 

Highed  51,  24th  ind.  Wind  S.  E. 

Lowed  38,  24th  ind.  Snow,  cold.  N.  W«. 

Created  variation  in  one  day  5. 

Common  dation  45.. 

The  wind  during  this  month  kept  generally  betwixt  the  S.  E.  and  N.  W, 
points,  feldom  continuing  in  any  one,  two  days  together.  As  in  the  preced- 
ing month  the  quickfllver  funk  unufually  with,  a northerly,,  fo  it  has  kept  up 
with  a foutherly  wind  in  as  remarkable  a manner,  though  the  caufe  has* 
not  hitherto  appeared  fo  evidently. 

The  weather  has  in  general  been  inclined,  to  fair,  clear,  and  temperate, 
though  interrupted  with  fome  {mart  frofls,  heavy  rains,  fnow,  and  hair ; but 
thefe  were  of  fhort  duration.. 

The  fmall-pox  continued  to  be  the  principal  epidemic  of  the  feafon,  though 
in  general  of  a benign  kind.  Children,  and  young  perfons,  unlefs  the  con- 
ditution  is  very  unfavourable,  get  through  it  very  well,  and  the  height  to 
which  the  weekly  bills  are  fwelled,  ought  to  be  confidered  in  the  prefent  cafe 
as  an  argument  of  the  frequency,  not  fatality  of  this  didemper.  For  from 
what  has  occurred  to  the  writer  of  thefe  obfer nations,  as  well  as  what  he  has 

been. 


On  Weather  and  JDifeafes . 93 

■“been  able  to  learn  from  fome  of  the  oldeft  pra£litioners,  this  difeafe  has  feU 
dom,  if  ever,  been  known  to  be  more  general*  or  fo  mild  and  favourable  as 
it  is  at  prefent. 

The  praftice  of  inoculation  feems  to  gain  ground  confiderably,  and  is  ge- 
nerally performed  in  the  manner  defcribed  in  yol,,  xxi.  p.  123.  Could  thofe 
who  are  employed  in  this  affair  be  prevailed  upon  to  communicate  authen- 
tic accounts  of  their  fuccefs,  they  would  do  an  effential  fervice  to  the  public. 

Observations  on  the  Weather > &c.  in  March  1752. 

Barometer. 

Highefl  30.  6 f,  the  27th  and  28th  ult.  Wind  N.  W.  clear  and  cold,. 

Lowed  29.  3,  the  15th,  with  dorms  of  wind  S.  W. 

Greated  variation  in  one  day  4f. 

Common  datum  about  30, 

Thermometer.. 

Highed  55,  10th  ind.  Wind  S.  E. 

Lowed  39,  the  6th,  frod.  Wind  N.  E. 

Created  variation  in  one  day  6,  the  1 3th,  from  50  to  44. 

Common  dation  47- 

_ . :.i  v <!.<>.  e ft  ju 

The  weatheihin  this  period  has  been  variable  and  incondant : the  conclufioti 
of  the  lad  month  was  fair,  cold,  and  frody  ; the  fore  part  of  this  inclined  to 
warm  and  fair;  the  middle  wet  and  tempeftuous;  and  the  lad  inclined  to  cold, 
with  dorms  of  wind,  rain,  and  hail.  The  difeafes  have  been  the  fmall-pox 
chiefly,  rheumatifm,rand  of  late  a few  remittent  fevers,  affedting  the  head  vio- 
lently at  the  fird  attack,  and  very  early  occafioning  unfavourable  appearances. 

The  fmall-pox  continue  to  be  modly  benign,  often  of  the  coherent  kind, 
efpecially  in  adults,  and  a few  have  the  confluent.  In  thefe  the  fpitting 
is  commonly  very  copious,  and  fo  fatiguing  as  to  prevent  the  patient  from 
enjoying  any  red  or  quiet;  occafioning.  an  early  tendency  to  a delirium,  and 
hindering  the  fwelling  of  the  face.  Under  thefe  circumdances,  fmall  dofes 
©f  fome  warm  anodyne,  fuch  as  theriac.  And . conf.  Damocrat.  from  gr.  15 

to  3 j or  Zjs  at  a dofe,  once  in  6 hours,  have  afforded  great  relief,  and  ren- 
dered larger  dofes  of  a paregoric  at  night  Ids*  necefiary  for  fome  days ; the 
fpitting  becomes  lefs  troubldome,  the  face  fwells,  the  pulfe  grows  full  yet 
fo  ft,  and  the  oppreffion,  of  which  under  this  circumdance  they  often  complain, 
is  relieved.  In  the  prefent  conditution  at  lead,  it  will  perhaps  be  found  true, 
from  the  mod  impartial  and  accurate  obfervations,  (and  fuch  only  ought  to 
be  admitted  into  medical  records')  that  the  danger  will  be  in  proportion  to 
the  fpitting,  and  that  it  is  expedient  to  redrain  this  difcharge,  and  to  divert  the 

flow 
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now.  of  It  to  the  fkin,  by  fmall  Tdofes  of  opiate^.  It.  fiiould  be  remembered, 
that  this  remark  .relates  to  the  prefent  conftitutian  y and  that  it  may  not  always 
hold  good,  that  wc  fhould  endeavour  by  warm  anodynes  to  fupprefs  a dif- 
charge,  which  has  heretofore  been  confidered  as  a peculiar . advantage.  It 
fhould  only  put  us  upon  obferving  the  'juvantia  & ladentia,  with  the  utmoft 
attention,  and  to  a<ft  as  reafon  and  experience  direct. 

It  feems  likewife  neeeffary  to  remark,  that  there  is  a poffibility  of  oc- 
cafioning  great  detriment  to  the  patient,  by  purging  too  early  in  this  dif- 
temper.  If  the  difeafe  is  benign,  and  the  crop  of  puftules  not  very  large, 
no  inconvenience  feems  likely  to  arife  from  waiting  till  they  are  in  general 
dry,  not  only  on  the  face  and  trunk,  but  even  on  the  extremities.  And 
it  is  not  altogether  improbable,  but  that  fome  of  thofe  diforders  proceed  from 
this  caufe,  which  are  intended  to  be  fhunned  by  early  purging.  ’Tis  well 
known  that  the  power  of  abforption  feems  to  be  increafed  after  purging.  If 
this  be  the  cafe,  while  the  body  is  covered  by  a putrid  cruft,  or  by  any  quan- 
tity of  putrid  moifture,  a larger  quantity  muft  be  received  into  the  mafs  of 
blood,  muft  render  it  acrid,  and  occafion  heCtic  heats,  or  be  depofited  in 
particular  collections,  and  form  abfcefies,  boils,  and  other  inconveniencies  or 
diftempers.  And,  notwithftanding  the  authority  of  fome  refpedtable  names, 
it  is  not  a matter  out  of  doubt  with  fome,  how  far  purgatives  may  be 
beneficial  in  that  ftage  of  the  diftemper,  wherein  they  have  been  fo  warmly 
recommended. 

Objervations  on  the  Weather , &c,  in  April  1752. 

' ' I - 

Barometer. 

Higheft  jo.  4.  Loweft  29.  2,  the  25th  inft.  WindS.  W.  with  rain  and  hail. 

Greateft  variation  in  one  day  2. 

Common  ftation  30. 

Thermometer. 

Higheft  56.  56.  Lotveft  42. 

Greateft  variation  in  one  clay  5. 

Common  ftation  51. 

The  weather  at  the  end  of  the  laft  month  was  frofty,  clear,  and  cold  3 at 
tire  beginning  of  this,  it  became  more  moderate,  grew  cold  and  wet  towards 
the  middle,  and  again  cleared  up  towards  the  concluhon,  with  fome  fudclen 
gufts  of  wind,  and  rain,  and  hail.  But  in  general  the  weather,  during  this 
month,  may  be  faid  to  have  been  remarkably  even,  and  from  its  fenfible 
qualities  not  likely  to  give  bi  - 4 ■ any  particular  difternper. 

The  fmall-pox  continued  be  . \e  principal  epidemic  during  this  period, 

as 
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as  it  had  been  in  the  preceding  months;  during  which,  time  it  attacked 
mod  of  thofe  who  had  not  hitherto  had  the  didemper,  and  is  now  fpread  into 
the  fuburbs,  and  the  neighbouring  villages,  but  dill  in  a favourable  way  in 
general.  Some  have  the  confluent,  a few  the  bleeding  kind;  but  thefe 
are  not  very  common,  confidering  the  number  of  thofe  who  are  feized  with 
it.  After  bleeding  where  it  was  indicated,  and  cleanfing  the  ftomach  with 
an  emetic  at  the  firft  attack,  mild  cardiacs,  with  fmall  dofes  of  anodynes,  fue- 
ceeded  much  better  than  the  cooling  antiphlogiftie  regimen,  which  commonly 
occafloned  languors,  increafed  a troublefome,  unavailing  ptyalifm,  and  re- 
tarded the  eruption,  and  progrefs  of  maturation. 

Several  were  feized  with  a remittent  fever,  accompanied  with  acute  head- 
achs,  redleflhefs,  and  anxiety,  a quick  full  pulfe,  without  much  third,  which 
generally  foon  gave  way  to  bleeding,  emptying  the  fil'd  padages,  and  gentle 
diaphoretics.  . 


THESE  obfervations  on  the  weather  have  now  been  carried  on  through  all 
the  feafons,  and  the  principal  changes  taken  notice  of.  Though  the  advantages 
refulting  from  them  may  yet  be  but  fmall,  a longer  feries  may  prove  more 
fruitful..  To  the  writer  it  appears,  that  not  only  a deady  courfe  of  any  kind. of 
weather  may  produce  particular  difeafes,  but  iikewife  very  quick  tranfitions 
from  one  extreme  to  another  may  be  equally  injurious;  with  this  view  he  has 
noted  not  only  the  greated  afcent  and  defcent  of  the  quickfilver  in  his  indru- 
ments,  but  Iikewife  the  greated  variations  that  have  happened  in  the  fpace  of 
24  hours,  in  any  part  of  the  month;  and  thefe  circumdances  he  has  placed 
as  follows.: 


View,  of  the.  General  States/  the -Km  for  1751. 
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And  it  may.  afford  fome  latisfaftion  to  the  reader  to  obferve,  that,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  daily  complaints  we  hear  from  thofe  about  us,  and  the  repetition  of  the' 
fame  complaints  that  occur  in  the  writings  of  fome  foreigners,  our  climate  is 
more  temperate,  the  extremes  of  heat  and  cold  more  confined,  the  tranfitions 
from  one  extremity  to  another  more  gradual,  than  could  eafily  have  been 
imagined  ; and  more  fo,  perhaps.,  than  can  be  equalled  in  every  refpeil  by 
any  country  in  Europe,  of  which  we  have  any  authentic  memorials,  as  may 
perhaps  on  fome  future  occafion  be  demonftrated. 

From  the  preceding  table  it  will  appear,  that  during  the  laft  12  months 
the  mercury  in  the  barometer  never  rofe  higher  than  30  inches,  6 f tenths  ; 
never  fubfided  lower  than  290;  confequently,  that  its  motion  did  not  much 
exced  1 f inch  in  that  time,  nor  more  than  6 tenths  of  an  inch  in  24  hours. 

The  thermometer  likewife  difcovers  a more  equal  temperature,  with  refpe<5b 
to  heat  and  cold,  than  might  have  been  expecfted  in  a country  where  fo 
many  exclamations  are  daily  vented  againft  the  inconltancy  of  the  weather, 
and  the  irregularity  of  the  feafons : the  utmoft  afcent  of  the  quickfilver  was 
68  degrees,  the  lowefi:  defcent  37  degrees  ; fo  that  it  only  traverfed  in  the  fe- 
veral  changes  from  fpring  to  fummer,  from  both  to  autumn  and  winter,  about 
32  degrees,  and  not  more  than  8 of  thefe  in  24  hours  at  any  one  time. 

If  we,  therefore,  compare  this  account  with  the  molt  accurate  we  have  of 
the  weather  in  any  other  country,  we  fhall  perhaps  find  abundant  caufe  to 
be  fatisfied  with  our  own,  in  this,  as  well  as  in  moft  other  refpebts. 

Objervations  on  the  Weather , &c.  in  May  1752. 

I . 

Barometer. 

Higher!  30F0,  the  nth.  Wind  E.  Loweft  29  T4^. 

Greater!  variation  in  one  day 

Common  ftation  29.  9, 

Thermometer. 

Highefc  63.  Lowefi:  49,  30th  ult.  Wind  N* 

-Greateli  variation  in  one  day,  from  55  to  61,  the  13th.  Wind  N.  E. 

Common  ftation  55. 

The  conclufion  of  the  laft  month  was  wet,  cloudy,  cold,  with  high  winds; 
the  beginning  of  this  was  more  temperate,  the  weather  moftly  fair  and  clear, 
with  fhowers  fometimes  intervening,  and  continued  fo  till  towards  the  end 
of  this- month. 

The  mercury  in  bom  inftruments  has  been  remarkably  fteady,  tire  feafon 
of  the  year  confidered  ; the  fenfible  changes  more  moderate  than  ufual ; and  if 
the  article  of  fmall-pox  had  not  fwelled  the  weekly  accounts  confiderably, 

it 
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it  would  have  appeared  to  have  been,  as  in  reality  it  was,  a healthy  time* 
fcarce  any  thing  like  an  epidemical  difeafe  occurring  in  this  period. 

Obfervations  on  the  Weather , &c.  in  June  1752. 

Barometer. 

Higheft  30  TV  Lowell  29 

Greateil  variation  in  one  day  T\,  viz.  the  4th.  Wind  high,  S.  W. 
yet  it  rofe  from  29.8  to  30.2. 

Common  llation  29 —g.. 

Thermometer. 

Higheft  66  deg.  Lowell  59. 

Greateil  variation  in  one  day  5,  the  nth,  from  60  to  65.  Wind  W. 

clear  and  calm. 

Common  llation  61. 

The  conclufion  of,  the  laft  month  was  clofe,  fultry,  and  wet ; the  fore-part 
of  this  was  fair,  ferene,  and  warm.  About  the  middle,  the  weather  became  more 
variable,  and  at  length  fet  in  cloudy,  wet,  and  fomewhat  cool,  and  fo  continues. 
The  wind  for  the  moll  part  was  foutherly,  and  fometimes  very  high,  which, 
together  with  the  moillure  of  the  air,  made  it  cold  to  the  fenfe,  though,  by  ex- 
periment, the  heat  was  equal  and  moderate. 

The  fmall-pox  Hill  continues  in  the  neighbourhood  of  this  city,  not  many 
efcaping  who  have  not  had  it  before.  This  article,  in  the  weekly  bills, 
hath  been  very  high,  but  feems  now  to  be  upon  the  decline : the  mortality, 
however,  ought  not  to  be  ellimated  by  this  fcale,  without  taking  into  conn- 
deration  the  numbers  who  have  it,  and  efcape  not  only  with  life,  but  even 
favourably ; witnefs  the  crouds  of  fuch  whom  we  daily  fee  in  the  llreets, 
without  any  other  vellige  than  the  remaining  rednefs  of  a diftindl  pock. 

There  is  a circumftance  of  this  difeafe  which  I have  once  feen,  and  which 
has  fallen  under  the  obfervation  of  feveral  gentlemen,  eminent  in  the  pro- 
feffion,  who  related  it  to  me,  though  I do  not  remember  to  have  found  it  in 
any  writer  on  the  fubjedl.  Several  children,  who  had  the  diftemper  in  a very 
favourable  manner,  loll  their  lpeech,  and  became  unable  to  ftir  or  help  them- 
felves ; and  this  without  being  reduced  in  flelh,  or  labouring  under  any  dis- 
charges that  might  be  fuppofed  to  weaken  them  in  any  fuch  degree,  fo  that  it 
has  much  more  the  appearance  of  a palfy,  than  mere  imbecillity,  and  affedts  the 
organs  of  fpeech  as  well  as  other  inllruments  of  motion.  This  diforder  has 
likewife  been  obferved  to  occur  in  fuch  cafes,  chiefly,  where  the  eruption  has 
been  attended  with  convulfions ; and  I do  not  remember  to  have  heard  of  one 
inllance  in  which  this  had  not  been  the  cafe.-— This  affedticn  feems  to  be 
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more  troublefome  and  alarming  to  thofe  about  the  Tick,  than  dangerous ; for 
though  it  goes  off  flowly,  yet  all  I have  heard  of  at  length  have  recovered 
perfedtly.  A perpetual  biifter  betwixt  the  fhoulders,  gentle  rhubarb  purges, 
a proper  diet,  and  the  air,  feemed  the  molt  ferviceable  remedies. 

Ohjervations  on  the  Weather , &c.  in  July  1752. 

Barometer. 

Higheft  30.  2,  the  18th.  Wind  S.  W.  and  much  rain* 

Loweft  29.  5,  the  25th.  Wind  S.  fair  and  clear. 

Greateft  variation  in  one  day  TV 

Common  ftation  29.7. 

Thermometer. 

Higheft  70  deg.  the  13th.  Fair,  clear. 

Loweft  60,  very  warm.  Wind  S.  E. 

Greateft  variation  in  one  day  7 deg.  viz.  from  63  to  70,  the  13th. 

Common  ftation  63. 

The  whole  of  the  preceding  month  may  be  faid  to  have  been  wet,  cloudy, 
and  yet  inclined  to  warm.  The  barometer  flood  rnoft  common  at  29.7,  or  8, 
which  is  what  is  meant  by  its  common  ftation  ; it  never  funk  or  rcfe  above 
two  degrees  in  one  day,  which  fhews  an  equality,  hardly  to  be  expected  while 
the  wind  fliifts  to  every  part  of  the  compafs,  with  fudden  ftorms  of  heavy  rain. 
One  phenomenon  was  remarkable  : It  rained  hard  while  the  quickfilver  flood 
very  high  ; it  was  fair  when  at  the  loweft.  This,  however,  proves  no  more,  than 
that  we  are  not  yet  acquainted  with  all  the  caufes  that  affedt  this  inftrument. 
The  thermometer,  except  on  one  particular  day,  v/as  alike  fteady;  it  feldom 
varied  above  three  degrees  in  24  hours,  and  the  quickfilver  flood  oftener  at 
62  or  3,  than  at  any  other  point.  The  winds  blew  moftly  from  the  fouthern 
or  weftern  points,  and  feldom  very  frefh. 

Few  acute  difeafes,  except  the  lmall-pox,  appeared  this  month.  The  article 
of  fevers  in  the  weekly  bills  v/as  perhaps  feldom  ever  lower.  The  number  of 
thofe  who  died  of  the  firft-mentioned  difeafe  feems  to  be  leftening;  but  the  ma- 
lignity rather  feems  to  increafe  with  the  warmth  of  the  weather,  fome  inftances 
having  lately  occurred  of  a very  malignant  confluent  fort ; confiderable  num- 
bers however  efcape  : and  this  year  may  be  marked,  in  the  annals  of  medicine, 
as  one  of  the  moft  remarkable  conftitutions  that  has  happened  in  our  memory, 
both  for  the  frequency  of  this  diftemper,  and  its  mildnefs ; and  it  may  alfo  be 
taken  notice  of,  that  the  weather  has  been  at  the  fame  time  unufualiy  temperate 
with  regard  to  heat,  though  in  general  wet  and  cloudy. 

Children  from  one  to  three  years  old  have,  I believe,  fuffered  more  from 
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this  diftemper,  during  this  conftitution,  than  thofe  of  any  other  age,  at 
lead:  it  has  fo  fallen  out  under  the  writer’s  obfervation.  Several  inftances  he  has 
known,  of  this  age,  when  the  load  was  not  very  large,  the  eruption  kindly, 
the  maturation  at  firft  very  promifing ; but  inftead  of  ripening  on  the  extre- 
mities, about  the  ioth  or  nth,  they  continued  crude  and  watery;  the  pulfe 
quick,  with  great  heat,  delirium,  reftlefsnefs,  and  difficulty  of  breathing ; the 
tongue  dry  ; the  belly  fometimes  loofe,  with  dark  foetid  ftools,  at  other  times 
difpofed  to  coftivenefs.  In  this  manner  fome  have  continued  17  or  18  days, 
infenfibly  waiting  both  in  fleffi  and  ftrength,  in  fpite  of  every  effort  to  affift 
them,  and  have  then  expired. 

Obfervations  on  the  Weather , idc.  in  Auguft  17 52. 

Barometer. 

Higheft  30  Jtg.  Lowed:  29  Tsv. 

Greateft  variation  in  one  day  -A- 

Common  ftation  about  30. 

Thermometer. 

Higheft  68  deg.  ioth  at  night.  Wind  N. 

Lowed  60,  1 6th.  High  wirtd  at  W. 

Greateft  variation  in  one  day  4 degrees. 

Common  ftation  63. 

The  end  of  the  laft  month  was  inclined  to  be  wet,  windy,  and  dark.  This 
began  fair,  cloudy,  and  warm  : about  the  middle  it  became  fair,  and  clear, 
with  fome  intervening  fhowers,  and  fo  continued  to  the  25th.  The  wind  was 
variable,  feldom  continuing  more  than  two  days  in  the  fame  quarter,  but 
kept  generally  S.  W.  The  quickfilver  in  the  barometer  was  unufually  ftea- 
dy,  and  often  kept  high,  with  the  wind  at  S.  E.  In  the  thermometer,  except 
on  one  or  two  days,  its  motion  was  confined,  the  feafon  of  the  year  confidered, 
within  very  narrow  limits  ; the  air  having  feldom  been  hot,  or  otherwile  than 
warm,  and  often  moift. 

The  fmall-pox,  which  was  (lowly  decreafing  laft  month,  has  continued, 
through  the  courfe  of  this,  to  grow  lefs  frequent,  and  the  bills  were  lefs  by 
40  laft  week,  than  at  the  conclufion  of  the  laft  month. 

Fewer  fevers  have  feldom  been  known  at  this  feafon ; which  may  be  faid  in 
general  to  be  very  healthy. — Hypochondriac  complaints  are  frequent ; hae- 
morrhages from  various  parts,  the  hemoptoe  efpecially  are  not  uncommon  ; 
and  fuch  other  complaints  as  arife  from  great  laxity  of  the  folids,  and  confe- 
quent  increafe  of  vifcidity  in  the  fluids. 
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Objervations  on  the  Weather , &c.  in  September  1752* 

Barometer. 

Higheft  30  Loweft  29  TV 

Greateft  variation  in  one  day  T6V,  viz.  the  26th  ult.  when  it  rofe  from 
29  TV  to  29  High  wind  at  N.  W. 

Common  ftation  about  29-/^.. 

Thermometer. 

Higheft  64  deg.  the  19th.  Wind  South. 

Loweft  54,  the  27th  ult.  W.  N.  W. 

Greateft  variation  in  one  day  6 deg.  the  fame  day. 

Common  ftation  60  degrees. 

The  laft  month  concluded  ftormy,  wet,  and  cold ; this  began  more  mo- 
derately, though  fomewhat  windy,  dark,  and  cold : towards  the  middle  the 
weather  became  fair,  clear,,  and  warm ; and,  except  a few  windy  days  about 
the  22d,  has  been  moderate,  and  inclined  to  fair. 

The  fmall-pox  has  almoft  totally  difappeared  in  the  city ; in  the  fuburbs, 
and  extreme  parts  of  the  town,  it  is  much  lefs  frequent  than  it  has  been  ; in 
fome  of  the  neighbouring  villages  it  yet  fubfifts,  though  in  none  of  them, 
as  far  as  I can  learn,  with  any  remarkable  frequency. 

Many  have  been  feized  with  pains  about  the  region  of  the  ftomach,  at- 
tended with  ficknefs,  vomiting  of  green  porraceous  bile,  and  coftivenefs. 
Shiverings,  latitude,  and  pains  in  the  limbs,  often  accompanied  the  firft 
attack ; in  fome,  the  leaft  attempt  to  raife  the  head  from  the  pillow,  pro- 
duced a tendency  to  vomiting.  The  heat  in  moft  was  moderate ; the  pulfe 
fmall,  and  feldom  quick.  Small  dofes  of  the  faline  mixture,  made  quite  neu- 
tral with  abforbents,  and  a few  drops  of  Tin 51.  'Thebaic,  commonly  took  off 
the  difpofltion  to  vomiting  in  a fhort  time,  and  a dofe  of  rhubarb,  or  hiera 
piera,  then  was  retained,  and  gave  effeftual  relief. 

Emetics,  though  of  the  mildeft  kind,  feemed  not  to  be  ot  the  u-fe  one  might 
have  expected.  The  pain  often  feemed  to  be  increafed  afterwards ; the  ten- 
dency to  vomiting  became  more  continual ; the  laflltude,  reftlefsnefs,  and 
pronenefs  to  vomit,  upon  motion,  more  troublefome  ; and  the  difficulty  of  pro- 
curing the  neceffary  difcharges  downwards,  increafed. 
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Ob/ervations  on  the  Weather , &c . in  O&ober  1752. 

Barometer. 

Higheft  30  At*  Loweft  29^ 

Greateft  variation  in  one  day  TV  viz. 

Common  ftation  about  29 

Thermometer. 

Higheft  62  deg..  Loweft  50  degrees. 

Greateft  variation  in  one  day  6 degrees. 

Common  ftation  56  degrees. 

During  this  month,  the  weather  has  been  lefs  variable,  than  for  the  fame 
length  of  time  it  has  been  fince  the  year  commenced.  Excepting  two  or 
three  Ihowers,  it  has  been  altogether  fair,  moftly  funfhine,  and  little  wind  ; and 
though  in  and  about  the  city  there  have  been  very  thick  fogs,  morning  and 
evening,  during  the  two  laft  weeks,  now  and  then  continuing  all  day,  yet 
moft  commonly  they  broke  away  before  noon,  and  left  us  the  cleared:  Iky, 
for  the  greateft  length  of  time  together,  we  have  had  this  fummer. — The 
warmth  and  equal  temperature  of  the  air,  have  been  not  lefs  remarkable 
than  the  drynefs  ; and  though  the  wind  has  been  chiefly  N.  E.  yet  the  air 
was  neither  fo  cold  or  piercing,  as  is  commonly  felt  when  it  blows  from 
this  quarter.  Should  thefe  remarks  afford,  no  other  advantage,  yet  to  have  it 
in  our  power  to  compare,  and  with  fome  degree  of  exadtnefs,  the  paft  feafons 
with  the  prefent,  will  afford  fatisfa&ion  ; and  if  the  reader  looks  back  to  the 
yearly  table  (See  April  1752,  p.  95)  he  may  there  at  one  view  fee  how  much 
the  laft  differed  from  the  prefent,  both  in  refpeft  to  coldnefs  and  wet.  It  may 
alfo  be  proper  again  to  explain  what  is  meant  by  the  -words  common  ftation  j 
which  are  not  intended  to  fignify  the  mean  height  betwixt  the  higheft  afcent, 
or  loweft  defcent  of  the  quickfilver,  in  either  inftrument,  but  to  denote. that, 
it  oftener  flood  about  this  point,  than  at  any  ether. 

The  town  in  general  has  been  healthy,  as  from  fa  equal  a feafon  might  be  ex- 
pelled ; fome  inflammatory  diforders  of  the  bowels  have  occurred,  but  oftener 
occafioned  by  errors  in  diet  (efpecially  the  eating  of  vaft  quantities  of  wal- 
nuts, which  are  uncommonly  plentiful)  than  by  any  other  caufe. 

And  here  it  may  not  be  improper  to  obferve,  that  this  nut  feems  entirely 
indigeftible  in  the  ftomach,  unlefs  it  be  firft  well  chewed,  and  by  the  teeth 
ground  down  as  fine  as  it  ought  to  be,  to  become  nutritious.  Without  this 
care,  it  breaks  under  the  teeth  into  fin  all  angular  bits,  often  with  fha-rp  edges, 
capable  of  hurting  very  tender  bowels ; and  by  this  means,  and  not  by  any 
acrid  irritating  quality  they  are  naturally  poffeffed  of,  while  recent,  occafion.ing 
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pains,  fometimes  fluxes,  or  fpafmodic  conftridtions  of  the  guts,  and  obftinate 
coftivenefs.  , 

And  it  has  happened  in  many  fuch  inftances,  that  after  the  walnuts  thus 
haftily  devoured,  have  laid  in  the  body  many  days,  they  have  been  voided 
undigefted  and  unaltered,  to  appearance  at  lead:  : fo  that  there  is  great  rea- 
fon  to  fufpedt,  that  as  the  nuts  are  fwallowed,  fo  they  pafs  the  ftomach  and 
inteftines,  no  power  being  therein  lodged,  capable  of  reducing  them  into 
the  form  of  chyle.  It  may  however  To  happen  that  they  may  become  highly 
injurious,  if  long  retained  in  the  body,  not  only  from  their  form,  as  hath 
been  mentioned  above,  but  likewife  from  a rancid,  ca-uflic  acrimony,  which 
the  oil  of  this  nut  feems  -capable  of  acquiring,  by  -digeftion,  as  well  as  molt 
other  oils  of  the  like  nature  and  extradition ; which  from  the  mildeft  and 
lead  irritating  fubftances  become,  merely  by  being  expofed  to  proper  de- 
grees of  heat,  as  acrid  and  as  ftimulant  as  mod  in  nature;  fo  that  if  a fpafm 
is  once  occafioned  in  the  guts  by  their  figure,  and  coftivenefs  enfues,  they 
every  moment  acquire  new  properties,  which  render  them  capable  of  pro- 
ducing very  mifchievous  confequences.  To  prevent  thefe,  it  is  therefore 
belt  to  eat  but  few  at  a time,  to  grind  them  very  well,  and  then  they  may 
be  ufed  with  as  much  fafety,  by  mo  ft  people,  as  any  other  kind  of  fruit. 

Obfervdtions  on  the  Weather,  &c.  in  November  1752, 

Barometer. 

.Higheft  30 -/o-  f-  Lowed:  29^.  viz.  9th  ult.  High  wind  S.  S.  W.. 

Greateft  variation  in  one  day  W,  viz.  22d,  from  30.2  to  29.6;  thick 
fog,  and  wind  from  N.  W.  to  S.  S.  W. 

Common  ftation  about  30  ToT- 
Thermometer. 

Higheft  57  deg.  Lowed:  46  degrees. 

Greateft  variation  in  one  day  6 degrees. 

Common  ftation  52  degrees. 

In  this  month  the  weather  has  been  more  variable  than  in  fome  of  the 
preceding ; in  the  firft  part,  the  air  was  moftly  fair,  clear,  and  frofty ; 
with  thick  fogs  morning  and  nights  in  the  city.  Towards  the  middle  of  the 
month,  it  became  more  dark  and  cloudy,  with  high  winds  at  S.  S.  W. 
and  a few  flaowers ; concluding  moift  and  foggy. 

The  mercury  in  the  barometer  often  ftood  at  an  uncommon  height,  even 
with  the  winds  at  S.  S.  W.  when  it  generally  fubfides  very  low.  In  the 
thermometer  it  was  more  variable,  though  not  more  fo  than  is  ufual  at  this 
feafon. 
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So  that  upon  the  whole  the  weather  may  be  laid  to  have  been  as  tem- 
perate in  this,  the  time  of  the  year  coniidered,  as  many  of  the  preceding  months. 

The  meafles  have  made  their  appearance  in  fome  parts  of  the  town,  but 
are  not  hitherto  accompanied  with  any  uncommon  or  very  dangerous  fymp- 
tom.  The  fmall-pox  have  not  ceafed,  nor  the  hooping-cough  altogether, 
yet  thefe  are  lefs  frequent  than  they  have  been. 

Rheumatifms,  and  an  infidious  kind  of  rheumatic  fever,  have  appeared  this 
month  more  frequently  than  in  the  preceding.  This  fever  is  at  firft  perceived 
by  flight  fhiverings,  acute  pains  in  the  limbs,  drifting  with  great  quicknefs 
from  part  to  part : the  heat  not  immoderate ; the  pulfe,  for  many  days,  not 
much  quicker  than  in  time  of  health ; the  belly  rather  coftive  ; and  the  urine 
uncommonly  thick  and  clay-coloured.  After  feveral  treacherous  remiffions,. 
the  head  is  at  length  attacked,  a delirium,  watchfulnefs,  or  coma  vigil , and 
fpafms  of  every  part  fucceed,  which  end  unhappily.— Whatever  evacuations 
feem  neceffar  y,  muft  be  direbted  early ; whatever  weakens,  mu  ft  in  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  difeafe  be  avoided ; and  ftimulants  applied  with  moderation. 
Sometimes  aptha , of  a benign  afpedt,  happily  terminate  the  difeafe.  If  a 
dark-coloured  ichor  difcolours  the  lips  or  tongue,  the  event  is  too  often  fatal, 

Qbjervations  on  the  Weather , &c.  in-  January  1753. 

Barometer.: 

Higheft  30  -A- 

Loweft  29,  the  10th  inft.  with  rainy  tempeftuous  weather,  wind  W.S.W. 

Greateft  variation  in  one  day  Ac. 

Common  ftation  30 

Thermometer. 

Higheft  49  degrees. 

Lowed:  38  deg.  24th,  hard  froft.  Wind  NT 

Common  ftation  43  degrees. . 

Greateft  variation  in  one  day  5 degrees.. 

Thermometer  in  the  open  air,  in  London. . 

Higheft  43.  Loweft  32. 

Greateft  variation  between  any  two  mornings,  7 degrees. 

The  weather  in  this,  month,  though  fome  times  variable, . has  ’been  moftly  in- 
clined to  cold,  fair,  and  frofty,  and  in  the  city,  a few  days  excepted,  very  dark. 
The  wind  was  often  northerly,  and  when  from  the  S.  and  S.  W.  points,  ge- 
nerally bluftering,  with. cold  rain  or  fleet. 

The  variations  were  not  however  fo  fudden,  or  fenftble,  as  to  aftebt  the. 
general  health  in  a very  eminent  degree  except  in  chronic  diforders  of  the 

breaft. 
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bread,  as  adhmas,peripneumonies,  and defiuxions,  which  were  very  frequent  about 
the  beginning  of  the  month,  and  were  fatal  to  many. 

Some  flow  continual  fevers  have  likewife  appeared,  and  terminated  varioufly, 
fome  with  benign  apth^y  which  appeared  critical,  or  elfe  with  miliary 
eruptions,  not  in  the  neck  and  bread  only,  but  over  the  whole  body. 

This  kind  of  fever  feldom  admits  of  any  evacuation,  after  the  difeafe  is 
once  confirmed,  except  by  bliders,  and  moderate  fweats  : and  thefe,  if  profufe, 
are  modly  prejudicial,  and  the  former  almod  always  fo,  when  applied  very  early, 
as  is  too  much  the  general  pra&ice  of  thofe,  who,  by  a pernicious  cudom,  are 
commonly  the  fird  confulted ; and  who  feldom  fail  to  advife  bleeding  and 
blidering  almod  in  the  fame  breath,  and  fuch  medicines,  as  they  fuppofe 
will  promote  the  mod  plentiful  fweats  : fo  that  in  two  or  three  days,  it  often 
happens  that  the  fick  have  undergone  every  fpecies  of  pharmaceutical  di- 
rection, and  are  then  furrendered,  unneceflarily  enfeebled,  into  the  hands  of  the 
phyfician  who  can  only  lament  the  lofs  of  thofe  forces,  which  he  fees  him- 
lelf  deprived  of,  to  combat  the  difeafe  ; and  fubmit  to  a tedious  attendance, 
and  a doubtful  prognodic,  than  which  fcarce  any  thing  is  fo  difagreeable 
to  the  rational  and  humane  practitioner. 

Obfervations  on  the  Weather , &V.  in  February  1753. 

Barometer. 

Highed  30  TV  Lowed  29 -V 

Greated  variation  in  one  day  4L.. 

Common  dation  29  T8o- 

Thermometer  within  doors. 

Highed  52  degrees. 

Lowed  38  deg.  1 ith,  hard  frod.  Wind  N.  E.  Thick  fog. 

Common  dation  45  degrees. 

Greated  variation  in  one  day  5 degrees. 

Thermometer  without  doors,  at  8 in  the  morning. 

Highed  51.  Lowed  29,  the  nthult. 

Greated  variation  in  one  day  10  deg.  viz.  the  13th,  from  35  tO'45. 

Common  dation  43. 

The  lad  month  concluded  frofly,  dark,  and  very  cold  this  began  with 
Trod,  fleet,  or  fnow  : towards  the  middle,  the  weather  became  wet  and  more 
temperate,  and  fo  continued,  with  fome  fliort  intervals  of  fair  and  clear  wea- 
ther, to  the  end  of  this  account.  The  winds  were  variable,  and  fometimes 
bluflering,  from  the  S.  S.  W.  ; as  they  were  cold,  with  dark  fogs,  from  the 
N.  and  N.  E. 
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The  Fevers  mentioned  in  the  laft  month  occurred  often  in  this,  and  proved 
fatal  to  feveral.  Rheumatifms  were  alfo  common,  and  efpecially  among  chil- 
dren from  4 to  8 or  io  years  old:  thefe  young  fubjecfts  generally  were  feized 
with  a pain  about  the  neck,  back  of  the  head,  or  the  fhoulders ; from  hence 
it  often  lhifted  to  the  hands  and  feet,  and  knees,  and  plainly  diTcovered  its  na- 
ture by  the  fwellings  it  produced : the  fever  attending  it  had  regular  exacer- 
bations in  the  evening,  followed  by  moderate  fweats  and  freedom  from  pain 
in  the  morning ; which  interval  continued  with  a calm  quiet  pulfe  till  4 or  5 
in  the  afternoon,  when  the  fymptoms  again  appeared.  In  fome  young  fubjecfts, 
where  evacuations  were  ufed  too  freely,  either  by  bleeding  or  purging,  the 
diforder  proved  fuddenly  and  unexpectedly  fatal ; the  pains  of  the  head  be- 
came violent,  either  a convulfion,  or  hemiplegia,  or  both,  fucceeded,  and  death 
foon  followed.  A decodtion  of  the  bark,  with  rhubarb  fufficient  to  keep  the 
belly  open,  given  in  fmall  dofes,  and  often,  efpecially  in  the  intervals,  com- 
monly removed  the  diforder  in  a few  days  with  great  certainty  ■,  whilft  bleed- 
ing, purging,  and  diaphoretics,  often  rendered  the  diftemper  tedious,  and  fome- 
times,  as  is  obferved  above,  fatal.— Some  ancient  people  died  fuddenly,  foon 
after  the  weather,  from  very  cold  and  dry,  became  wet  and  temperate  ; and  fome 
inftances  occurred  at  this  time,  as  they  have  done  heretofore  in  the  like  cafes, 
that  have  repeatedly  induced  me  to  reflecft  on  the  promifcuous  ufe  of  bleed- 
ing in  thefe  fudden  emergencies,  with  fome  anxiety.  For  it  feems  very  pro- 
bable, that  the  cafes  of  perfons  in  years,  who  are  feized  with  apoplexies,  fudden 
faintings,  or  other  fymptoms  of  fpeedy  diffolution,  in  which  bleeding  can 
be  of  any  ufe,  are  very  few.  And 

That  cafes  of  this  nature,  in  which  bleeding  is  certainly  pernicious,  and 
deprives  the  unhappy  perfon  of  any  chance  for  a recovery,  are  very  numerous. 

It  would  carry  me  beyond  the  limits  I have  any  right  to  afk  for,  and  into 
a feries  of  reflections  not  fuited  to  every  reader’s  tafte,  to  endeavour  to  fix  the 
proper  indications  for  bleeding  : but  what  is  above  fuggefted  will,  I hope, 
induce  every  practitioner  to  think  twice,  before  he  orders  this  operation  to  be 
performed  5 becaufe  in  many  cafes,  if  the  patient  fhould  furvive  it,  either  a 
univerfal  palfy  fucceeds,  and  the  patient  dies  in  a Ihort  time  j or  he  is  feized 
with  a partial  one,  which  perhaps  attends  him  to  his  grave.  Common  ufage 
precipitates  too  many  into  this  practice ; and  of  the  few  who  think  at  all, 
it  is  not  every  one  who  has  refolution  enough  not  to  be  influenced  by  fo 
current  an  opinion. 
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Observations  on  the  Weather , &c.  in  March  1753.. 

* 

Barometer. 

Higheft  30  Loweft  29  Ay. 

'Greateft  variation  in  one  day  -A-. 

Common  ftation  30. 

Thermometer  within  doors. 

Higheft  54  deg.  Loweft  43  deg.  • 

Common  ftation  48  degrees,. 

Greateft  variation  in  one  day  6 degrees. 

Thermometer  without  doors. 

Higheft  55  deg.  Loweft  32  deg. 

Greateft  variation  in  one  day  8 degrees,  viz,  the  14th,  from  42 
to  50.  Wind  S.  W. 

Common  ftation  4a. 

The  mercury  in  the  barometer,  during  this  inconftant  month,  has  ranged 
within  narrower  bounds  than  ufual,  and  its  tranfitions  have  been  more  con- 
fined. In  the  thermometer,  the  variations  have  not  been  very  remarkable.  The 
former  part  of  this  month,  as  well  as  the  eonclufion  of  the  laft„  the  weather 
was  moftly  fair,  clear,  and  cold,  the  wind  generally  at  E.  or  N.  E.;  towards, 
the  middle  it  fhifted  to  the  S.W.  blowing  frefh  with  gentle  fhowers  and  tem- 
perate warmth,  and  lo  continued  to  the  end  of  the  month. 

Diforders  of  the  breaft  were  frequent;  feveral  young  fanguine  perfons,  efpe- 
ci ally,  had  fpittings  of  blood,  without  much  pain  in  the  breaft,  or  difficulty 
of  breathing : moderate  evacuations,  by  bleeding  and  purging,  with  fmall 
dofes  of  nitre  and  the  mildeft  balfamics,  loon  relieved  them.  About  the 
middle  of  the  month  divers  complained  of  unufual  head-achs,  attended  with 
feverifh  fymptoms,  which  were  often  very  alarming  at  the  firft  attack,  but  foon 
fubfided.  They  complained  firft  of  pain  or  ltifFnefs  in  the  neck,  with  darting 
pains  about  the  temples,  and  fo  acute  as  oftentimes  to  raife  the  pulfe  and 
heat  considerably.  The  external  parts  of  the  head  grew  fore  ; and  to  fuch 
a degree  as  it  was  painful  to  reft  it  on  the  pillow.  Now  and  then  the  pains 
remitted  an  hour  or  two,  and  again  returned  with  their  former  violence  ; 
but  the  whole  abated  in  three  or  four  days,  and  gradually  wore  oft],  leaving, 
however,  a fort  of  uneafinefs  about  the  head,  which  the  patients  commonly 
compared  to  a cap  of  lead,  or  fome  heavy  fu-bftance  inclofing  it.  Moderate 
bleeding  or  cupping,  blifters,  nitre  joined  with  volatiles  in  fmall  dofes,  and 
given  often,  were  ordered  to  feveral  under  thefe  complaints,  with  advantage. 

Palfies  alfo  were  not  uncommon,  and  afforded  fome  frefh  inftances  of  the 

disadvantages 
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difadvantages  of  indifcriminate  bleeding.  The  writer  of  thefe  remarks  is  no 
enemy  to  this  operation  in  general ; but  in  difeafes,  where  every  means  that  the 
phyfician  employs  are  fuch  as  invigorate,  to  begin  the  cure  by  deducing  from 
that  force  which  we  want  to  increafe,  certainly  requires  fome  confideration. — 
There  may  be  cafes,  it  is  allowed,  where  bleeding  in  palfies  may  be  of  ufe; 
but  that  it  is  generally  fo,  is  denied  ; and  cool,  unprejudiced  obfervation  will, 
I doubt  not,  lead  to  the  fame  opinion.  And  it  is  of  the  more  confequence  to 
deliberate  maturely  on  this  operation  in  the  cafe  before  us,  in  as  much  as  the 
remedy  in  queftion  is  not  of  the  unimportant  kind  : if  it  is  not  proper,  it  is 
very  improper,  and  coils  the  patient  much  time  to  recover  it,  and  the  phyfi- 
cian not  a little  uneafinefs,  to  fee  his  utmoft  efforts  avail  much  lefs,  than 
where  bleeding  has  been  omitted. 

Ob/ervations  on  the  Weather , (dc.  in  April  1753. 

Barometer. 

Higheft  30  TV  Lowell  29^. 

Greateft  variation  in  one  day  T^. 

Common  ftation  29-75-. 

Thermometer  within  doors. 

Higheft  59  deg.  Loweft  41  deg. 

Common  ftation  52  degrees. 

Greateft  variation  in  one  day  6 degrees. 

Thermometer  without  doors. 

Higheft  60  deg.  Loweft  39  deg. 

Common  ftation  45. 

Greateft  variation  in  one  day  10  degrees. 

The  weather,  at  the  end  of  the  laft  month,  and  the  beginning  of  this,  was 
generally  fair,  clear,  and  temperate,  though  with  intervening  fhowers,  fome- 
times  accompanied  with  hail.  Towards  the  middle  it  became  more  difpofed 
to  be  wet,  dark,  and  cold,  but  grew  uncommonly  warm,  ferene,  and  plea- 
fant,  for  a few  days,  about  the  20th  ; after  which  it  again  became  cool,  with 
fhowers  almoft  daily.  The  wind  has  generally  been  S.  S.  W.  or  weft;  a few 
days  it  flood  N.  E.  and  fometimes  N.W.  Upon  the  whole,  the  weather  has 
been  feafonable  ; the  advances  to  warmth  very  flow  and  uniform  : and,  in 
this  place,  few  remember  to  have  obferved  a fpring,  wherein  the  progrefs  from 
cold  to  warm,  or  rather  temperate,  which  it  has  never  yet  exceeded  long  to- 
gether, hath  been  more  natural. 

As  the  weather  has  been  thus  uncommonly  feafonable,  t-he  difeafes  have 
been  few,  and  the  acute  ones  lefs  violent.— Coughs  with  a remarkable  hoarfe- 
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nefs,  fome  ftraitnefs  of  the  breath,  and,  in  fome,  attended  with  a copious  ex- 
pectoration, have  been  frequent  during  this  month ; likewife  the  fore-throat, , 
attended  with  ulcers,  but  generally  mild,  unlefs  where  copious  bleeding,  pur- 
gatives, and  nitre,  had  made  it  otherwife.  Fewer  fpring-fevers  have  occurred 
than  I have  ever  known  ; and  thefe,  commonly,  by  moderate  evacuations,  foon 
became  regular  intermittents,  ana  early  gave  way  to  the  bark. 

Obfervations  on  the  Weather , &c.  in  May  17 53. 

Barometer. 

Higheft  304V-  Lowelt  29 TV 

Greateft  variation  in  one  day 

Common  ftation  30-^. 

Thermometer  within  doors. 

Higheft  6 1 deg.  Loweft  50  deg. 

Greateft  variation  in  one  day  3 degrees. 

Compton  ftation  44  degrees. 

The  weather  in  this  month  has  been  lefs  variable  than  is  ufual  at  this  fea- 
fon  : the  mercury  in  the  barometer  kept  very  high  for  the  moll  part,  even 
with  the  wind  at  S.W.  In  the  thermometer,  its  motions  have  been  confined 
to  narrow  limits,  the  time  of  year  confidered.  During  the  whole  fpring,  the 
progrefs  from  cold  to  temperate  and  warm,  hath  been  the  moft  gradual  and 
regular  that  moft  people  remember ; and  the  tranfitions  from  one  extreme  to 
the  other  very  inconfiderable.  For  which  reafons  the  year  has.  been  thus  far 
healthy,  the  produce  of  the  earth  abundant,  and  the  profpeCt  of  ftill  greater 
abundance  very  promifing. 

Nothing  like  an  epidemic  has  appeared  ; and  confumptions,  the  common 
fpring  difeafe,  have  not  been  fo  numerous  as  in  fome  preceding  years.  Palfies 
and  apoplexies  were  frequent  about  the  beginning  and  middle  of  the  month, 
and  fome  haemorrhages  towards  the  conclufion. 

A root,  of  which  the  Chinefe  have  long  been  extravagantly  fond,  has  of  late, 
I find,  been  recommended  in  this  place;  and  merits  the  greater  confideration,  as 
it  is  one  of  the  products  of  our  own  colonies  in  North  America.  The  name 
of  this  drug  is  Gin/eng ; the  manner  of  its  difcovery,  and  other  circumftances 
of  its  natural  hiftory,  would  take  up  too  much  room ; but  give  me  leave 
to  fay,  that  fome  confiderable  parcels  of  the  root  have  been  fent  to  China,  and 
difpofed  of  to  great  advantage  ; that  this  advantage  would  ftill  have  been 
greater,  had  thofe  who  gather  the  root,  collefted  it  at  a proper  feafon,  and 
cured  it  in  the  Chinefe  manner  ; and  that  it  has  been  tried  in  many  cafes  here, 
yet  not  fo  fully  as  to  eftablifh  its  character  in  any  particular  difeafe.  In  te- 
dious 
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dious  chronic  coughs  incident  to  people  in  years,  a decoftion  of  it  has- -been  of 
fervice  ; and  in  fuch  diforders  as  attend  advancing  years,  where  the  folids  are 
too  inactive,  the  fluids  vifeid  and  acrimonious,  it  feems  to  promife  confidera- 
ble  benefit,  if  ufed  in  moderate  dofes,  and  long  continued.  Time  will,  per- 
haps, difeover  its  proper  effects ; and,  as  it  confids  of  a mild,  lubricating  mu- 
cilage, joined  with  fome  degree  of  aromatic  warmth,  it  may  be  tried  in  fuch 
diforders  with  great  fafety.  One  drachm  and  a half,  boiled  in  four  ounces  of 
water,  in  a clofe  veffel,  and  flow  heat,  about  half  an  hour,  will  be  a proper  mean 
dofe  ; or  it  may  be  given  in  powder  to  half  a drachm  or  two  fcruples.  Upon 
the  whole,  though  it  does  not  feem  entitled  to  even  a moderate  fhare  of  thofe 
virtues  that  are  romanticly  aferibed  to  it  by  the  Chinefe  (a),  yet  is  it  very 
well  worthy  the  attention  of  the  faculty,  and  promifes  fair  to  be  a more 
ufeful  and  efficacious,  medicine,  than  many  now  kept  in  the  fhops,  as  the  Sarfa 
China,  and  fome  others  ; and  a medicine  too,  of  which  we  may  always  depend 
on  a condant  fupply  from  our  own  plantations. 

Obfervations  on  the  Weather ■,  &c.  in  June  1753* 

Barometer. 

Highed  30-^.  Lowed:  29  TV 

Created:  variation  in  one  day  ^ . 

Common  dation  30--. 

Thermometer. 

Highed  71  deg.  Lowed:  56  deg. 

Greated  variation  in  one  day  1 1 degrees,  the  9th  ult.  from  59  to  70,. 

Common  dation  66  degrees. 

The  lafl:  month  concluded  dry,  fair,  and  warm;  this  began  in  the  fame 
manner,  and  continued  fo  till  about  the  20th,  the  heat  daily  increafing. 
About  this  time  the  air  was  cooled  by  fome  moderate  fhowers ; dorms  of  hail 
fell  in  fome  parts,  and  in  the  villages  about  London,  and  did  confiderable 
damage;  very  little  fell  in  the  city.  The  wind  kept  generally  N.  N.  E.  or 
N.  W. 

The  motions  of  the  quickfilver  in  the  barometer,  were  confined  within  very 
narrow  limits ; in  the  thermometer,  the  contrary  happened,  the  tranfitions 
in  this  indrument  having  been  the  mod:  fudden  and  expanfive,  that  have 
lately  been  obferved.  About  the  beginning  of  the  month  feveral  were  feized 
with  remittent  fevers,  which,  after  moderate  bleeding,  an  emetic,  and  emp- 
tying the  fird  p adages-;  either  went  off  in  a few  days,  or  became  intermittent* 
and  foon  yielded  to  the  cortex. 

(•)  Du  Halde’s  hilL  fol.  voL  i.  322.  ii-  217-.. 
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Several  were  likewife  feized  with  a diforder  in  the  bowels  in  the  nature 
of  a nephritic  cholic,  with  bilious  vomitings,  obftinate  coffiveftefs,  and  pain 
about  the  region  of  the  kidnies,  and  fometimes  a dyfury,  though  without  any 
certain  indication  of  gravel,  or  that  the  parts  were  affefted  any  other  way  than 
by  a fpafmodic  conftri&ion  from  confent  of  parts. 

O~bfer*vation$  on  the  Weather  > &c<  in  July  rt 7 5 3 ^ 

, Barometer. 

Higheft  30t%u  Lowe  ft  29^. 

Greateft  variation  in  one  day 

Common  ftation 

Thermometer. 

Higheft  72  deg.  viz.  the  yth  inftanti  and  without -doors,  in  a cool 
fhade,  80. 

Loweft  57  deg. 

Greateft  variation  in  one  day  5 degrees. 

Common  ftation  64  degrees. 

The  laft  month  concluded  fair,  cloudy,  and  temperate : this  began  with 
fome  hot  days,  which,  towards  the  middle,  were  fucceeded  by  fome  refrefh- 
ing  fhowers  : after  which  the  weather  continued  for  the  moft  part  fair,  fome- 
times cloudy  and  cool,  at  others  hot  and  fultry.  The  7th  was  a hotter  day 
than  any  in  the  two  laft  years,  in  this  place. 

Apoplexies  have  been  more  than  commonly  frequent  and  fatal : even  per-* 
fons  much  below  the  meridian  of  life,  have  been  fuddenly  fnatched  off  by  this 
diftemper.  Some  fevers  of  the  low  depreffed  kind  have  appeared;  many 
have  been  feized  with  inflammations  of  the  bowels ; and,  in  fome  of  the  neigh- 
bouring villages,  the  fore-throat,  attended  with  ulcers,  has  appeared  in  di- 
vers families. 

The  frequency  of  apoplexies  has  furnifhed  fome  frefh  opportunities  of  ob- 
ferving  the  effe<5ts  of  bleeding  in  this  difeafe,  and  ftrengthened  the  writer’s 
opinion,  that  this  evacuation  is  far  from  being  always  advantageous  in  this  dif- 
femper:  on  the  contrary,  he  has  feen  inftances  wrherein  he  thinks  it  has  been 
attended-  with  the  worft  confequences. 

Objervations  on  the  Weather , &c.  in  Auguft  1753. 

Barometer. 

Higheft  30 4s*  Loweft  29  XV 

Greateft  variation  in  one  day  -Ar* 

Common  ftation  29  TV. 


7 


Thermometer. 


On  Weather  and  Difeafes.  it  I 

Thermometer. 

Higheft  66  d eg.  Loweft  60  deg, 

Greateft  variation  in  one  day  5 degrees, 

. Common  ftation  63  degrees. 

The  conclufion  of  the  lafh  month,  and  beginning  of  the  prefent,  were  fair 
and  temperate  i towards  the  middle,  the  weather  became  wet,  cloudy,  and 
cool,  with  high  winds  at  S.W.;  about  the  20th  it  became  fair,  clear,  and 
warm,  and  continued  fo.  The  wind  was  variable,  often  drifting  to  oppofite 
points  the  fame  day : it  kept  northerly  for  feveral  days,  but  for  the  moft  part 
S.  W.  or  S.  E.  The  quickfilver  in  neither  of  the  inllruments,  had  any  re- 
markable motion  ; whether  it  rofe  or  fell,  it  was  flowly,  nor  were  the  tranfi- 
tions  from  heat  to  cold,,  or  the  contrary,  fudden  or  very  confiderable. 

Many,  during  this  month,  have  complained  of  diforders  in  the  head,  before 
the  rains,  about  the  middle  of  the  month  efpecially.  Some  had  a dizzinefs 
to  fuch  a degree  as  to  render  it  almofl  dangerous  to  walk  abroad  ■,  others  had 
acute  pains  affedting  one  part  of  the  head  only,  as  the  forehead,  or  down  one 
fide,  with  great  languors,  ficknefs,  and  a quick  fmall  pulfe : in  feveral  of 
thefe,  after  a few  days,  the  diforder  became  intermittent,  and  was  eafily  re- 
moved by  the  bark.  And  moft  of  the  acute  difeafes  that  have  occurred  in 
this  period,  have  difcovered  a tendency  this  way;  the  head  being  very  much 
afflidted  during  the  paroxyfm,  not  fo  much  with  violent  pain,  as  with  great 
confufion  and  dizzinefs,  fo  far  as  to  be  unable  to  raife  it  from  the  pillow 
without  fuffering  greatly.  Bleeding  moderately  at  firft,  with  an  emetic  as 
foon  as  convenient,  the  faline  draughts  during  the  paroxyfm,  and  the  bark  in 
fubftance  given  plentifully  in  the  intervals,  foon  removed  the  complaints  in 
many  inftances.  Blifters  gave  no  relief,  but  moft  commonly  brought  on  very 
violent  ftranguries,  which  feems  to  be  their  ufual  effedt  in  fummer  and  in 
autumnal  difeafes,  more  than  in  thofe  of  the  fpring. 

Obfervatjons  on  the  Weather , &c.  in  September  1753* 

Barometer. 

Higheft  30-fL.  Loweft  29 

Greateft  variation  in  one  day 

Common  ftation  30 -A* 

Thermometer. 

Higheft  66  deg.  Loweft  5-6  deg. 

Greateft  variation  in  one  day  7 degrees,  viz.  the  25  th,  when  it 
funk  from  63  to  56,  the  only  day  in  the  whole  month  in.  which 
it  either  funk  fo  low,  or  varied  above  half  fo  much. 

Common  ftation  63  degrees. 
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From  the  26th  of  the  laft  month,  to  the  25th  of  this  inclufive,  there  have 
been  but  five  or  fix  days  on  which  any  rain  has  fallen,  and  on  moil;  of  them 
very  inconfiderable  quantities;  the  heat  has,  "at  the  fame  time,  been  unufual 
in  this  climate,  with  the  mofl  fettled  drought  that  has  of  late  years  been  ob- 
ferved.  For  though  the  wind  has  blown,  in  this  period,  almofl  from  every 
point  of  the  compafs,  yet  the  barometer  has  flood  motionlefs  at  30  inches, 
with  the  wind  at  S.  E.  for  days  together ; a phasnomenon  very  rarely  ob- 
ferved,  and  an  indication  of  the  mofl  uncommon  propenfity  to  drynefs. 

From  this  flate  of  the  weather,  fruits  of  every  kind  this  country  affords, 
have  been  ripened  to  the  greatefl  perfection ; and,  if  the  wines  of  our  own 
vineyards  are  at  any  time  to  -be  drank  without  prejudice,  for  this  feems  to  be 
the  mofl  we  can  expert  in  this  country,  the  wines  of  this  year’s  growth 
Hand  the  fairefl  chance  for  it.  But,  at  the  fame  time  that  the  dry  hot  wea- 
ther has  had  thiseffedl  with  regard  to  fruits,  it  has  burnt  up  the  herbage  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  London  altogether,  except  in  the  marfhes,  and  very 
low  meadows ; on  the  'higher  grounds  fcarce  the  leafl  appearance  of  verdure 
remains;  fo  that  with  the  withered  fun-burnt  afpedt  of  the  country  about  us, 
and  the  clouds  of  dufl  that  are  raifed  by  the  carriages,  &c.  in  every  avenue  to 
this  metropolis,  we  refemble  the  fcorched  Campagnia,  rather  than  the  verdant 
environs  of  London. 

Bilious  cholios,  inflammations  of  the  bowels,  remittent  fevers,  with  violent 
head-achs,  vomitings,  reflleffnefs,  faintings,  high-coloured  urine,  and  bilious 
(tools,  become  more  frequent,  but  not  very  fatal ; the  patients  bear  moderate 
bleeding  well,  gentle  purgatives  of  the  faline  kind,  and  plentiful  diluents: 
bliflers  are  feldom  indicated  ; when  applied,  they  are  often  injurious,  and  often 
bring  on  unconquerable  flranguries,  to  which  the  fick  are  many  of  them  prone, 
this  prefent  feafon,  where  no  bliflers  have  been  applied. — And  the  writer  thinks 
he  has  oftener  than  in  one  feafon  found,  that  bliflers,  after  hot  dry  fum- 
mers,  are  injurious  in  common,  and  perhaps  for  the  very  reafons  that  render 
them  beneficial,  nay  abfolutely  neceffary,  in  mofl  kinds  of  vernal  fevers. 

In  the  prefent  remittent  fevers,  the  fick  are  difpofed  to  copious  fweats, 
which  weaken  but  afford  no  relief.  Every  plentiful  evacuation  finks  them  confi- 
derably,  and  efpecially  if  the  difeafe  is  advanced  a few  days ; which  is  mentioned 
to  guard  againfl  the  imprudent,  indiferiminate  ufe  of  a celebrated  powder, 
long  fince  difearded  from  rational  practice,  on  account  of  its  danger  and  uncer- 
tainty, and  of  the  pernicious  effects  whereof  the  writer  has  lately  been  a wit- 
nefs,  though  adrniniftered  in  a much  fmaller  dofe  than  is  commonly  given,  and 
under  circumflances  the  mofl  encouraging  to  hope  for  advantage  from  it. 
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Qbjervations  on  the  Weather,  &c.  in  Oftober  1 753- 
Barometer. 

Higheft  30 TV*  Loweft  297-0* 

Greateft  variation  in  one  day  Ts-o* 

Common  ftation  29. 

Thermometer. 

Higheft  64  deg.  Loweft  52  deg. 

Greateft  variation  in  one  day  £ degrees. 

Common  ftation  59  degrees. 

The  weather  in  this  month,  though  more  variable  than  in  the  preceding, 
has  for  the  moft  part  been  mild  and  temperate,  even  with  the  wind, at  N.E. 
about  which  point  and  the  N.  it  has  kept  for  fome  time.  There  have  been 
a few  Ihowery  days,  but  in  general  the  weather  has  been  fair  and  cloudy,  with 
fome  heavy  mills. 

About  the  beginning  of  the  month  feveral  were  attacked  with  flow  re- 
mitting and  dangerous  fevers;  which  ftill  continue  to  affieft  divers.  The  manner 
of  the  attack  was  various  : fome  were  attended  with  a thrilling  coldnefs,  with 
very  little  heat  intervening,  either  night  or  day,  during  three  or  four  days; 
and  even,  after  they  were  confined  to  their  beds,  a flight,  though  almoft  con- 
ftant  rigor  attended  them  moft  part  of  the  day,  till  at  length  an  uneafy  heat 
took  its  place,  and  continued  without  intermiffion  many  days.  But  this  was 
not  the  cafe  in  all:  the  beginning  was  more  fenfibly  felt  by  feveral;  the  ri- 
gor more  violent  and  of  Ihorter  continuance  ; the  fucceeding  heat,  though  more 
intenfe,  of  a Ihorter  duration  ; and  the  concomitant  fymptoms  the  more  na- 
tural. Perfons  of  a frelh  florid  habit  were  generally  leized  in  this  manner, 
and  moftly  recovered ; the  difeafe  either  fpeedily  terminating  in  an  intermittent, 
or  decreafing  about  the  14th  with  a thick  lateritious  fediment : but  fuch  as 
were  of  a fquallid,  or  pale  fwarthy  complexion,  and  were  feized  with  this  fever, 
were  attacked  in  the  manner  firft  defcribed  : the  beginning  was  obfcure,  the 
patient  often  went  abroad,  with  chilling  rigors,  many  days,  and  applied  for 
help  when  the  difeafe  was  advanced  to  fuch  a period,  as  to  admit  of  very  little 
either  from  art  or  nature.  The  frelh  and  fanguine  bore  bleeding  repeatedly, 
to  advantage ; the  head-ach,  reftleflhefs,  and  heat,  often  abating  after  it. 
But  the  others  did  not  receive  the  like  benefit:  a moderately  warm  and  cardiac 
regimen ; keeping  the  lick  from  profufe  fweats,  or  any  weakening  evacuation ; 
fupplying  thin  diluting  liquors  often,  and  in  fmall  quantities,  feemed  to 
afford  the  greateft  relief.—  Rheumatiims  have  been  frequent  in  this  month, 
as  is  common  at  this  feafon,  and  probably  as  much  owing  to  a want  of  ac- 
commodating the  cloathing  to  it,  as  to  the  variablenefs  of  the  weather. 
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Objervations  on  the  Weather,  He.  in  November  175.3* 

Barometer. 

Higheft  30^-5..  Loweft  29-^. 

Greateft  variation  in  one  day 

Common  ftation  29^. 

Thermometer. 

Higheft  58  deg.  Loweft  45  deg. 

Common  ftation  49  degrees. 

Greateft  variation  in  one  day  7 degrees. 

The  weather  in  this  month  for  the  moft  part  has  been  cloudy,  cold,  and 
fair,  with  fharp  frofts,  but  of  no  long  continuance,  and  interrupted  with  cold 
rain ; the  wind  frequently  at  N.  W. 

The  fame  kind  of  fever  as  mentioned  in  my  former,  has  continued  to  Ihew 
itfelf  during  this  month,  and  has  terminated  fatally  in  many  inftances,  and 
chiefly,  perhaps,  from  flower  and  imperceptible  approaches.  Often  has  it 
affeCted  the  fick  great  part  of  a week  before  they  have  been  induced  to  feek 
any  relief,  when  the  moments  of  affording  it  effectually  were  paffed.  Co- 
pious evacuations  of  any  kind  were  obferved  to  be  injurious  j the  fick  were  not 
often  difpofed  to  any,  except  profufe  fweats,  which  were  never  found,  that  I 
know  of,  relieving. 

Diforders  of  the  bowels  were  frequent,  in  fome  with  obftinate  coftivenefs> 
with  a diarrhoea  in  others,  and  generally  yielded  to  the  known  methods. 

Objervations  on  the  Weather , &c.  in  December  1753. 

Barometer. 

Higheft  30  inch.  4 deg.  Loweft  29  inch.  22  deg. 

Greateft  variation  in  one  day  7 deg. 

Common  ftation  29  inch.  8 deg. 

Thermometer  within  doors. 

Higheft  58  deg.  Loweft  40  deg. 

Greateft  variation  in  one  day  7 deg. 

Common  ftation  47  deg. 

Thermometer  without  doors. 

Higheft  55  deg.  the  22d  inft.  Loweft  29  deg.  the  8th. 

Greateft  variation  in  one  day  10  deg.  viz.  the  12th,  from  40  to  50. 

The  laft  month  concluded  with  hard  froft,  the  weather  very  cold,  the 

wind 
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wind  N.  or  N.  W.  The  beginning  of  this  month  likewife  was  cold  and  frofty, 
but  often  dark,  thick,  hazy  weather.  About  the  ioth  we  had  fome  fnow,  but 
this  was  foon  carried  off  by  warm  rain,  the  wind  fhifting  fuddenly  from  N.  E. 
to  S.  E.  and  S.W.  where  it  continued  to  the  25th,  the  weather  being  uncom- 
monly warm,  though  dark  and  fhowery.  Upon  the  whole,  we  have  had 
greater  viciffitudes,  and  more  fudden  tranfitions  from  cold  and  dry  to  warm  and 
moift,  in  this  month,  than  has  happened  in  any  one  for  a confiderable  time 
paft. 

About  the  beginning  of  the  month,  during  the  fharp  froft,  feveral  were 
feized  with  the  lmall-pox,  of  a dangerous  kind.  The  puftules  appeared  in 
feveral  on  the  fecond  day,  and  without  much  previous  indifpofition.  The  fever 
of  eruption  was  far  from  being  violent,  and  the  pulfe  often  continued  as  flow  as 
in  perfect  health,  and  much  fmaller  till  the  4th  or  5th  day  from  the  erup- 
tion, the  fick  in  the  main  delirious  in  the  night,  and  no  way  abating  as  the 
ptyalifm,  which  was  in  many  cafes  profufe,  and  boded  danger,  came  on. 
About  the  7th  the  pulfe  became  more  quick,  but  not  more  ftrong ; heat,  reft- 
leflnefs,  and  delirium  increafed,  and  if  the  patient  furvived  the  nth,  it  was 
often  with  great  difficulty,  and  generally  to  undergo  frefh  dangers  from  the  fe- 
condary  fever;  but  aperipneumony  proved  fatal  to  feveral  about  the  eleventh. 

The  puftules,  inftead  of  filling  with  a kindly  yellowiffi  matter,  or  appear- 
ing of  this  colour  externally,  were,  in  all  that  I faw,  of  a pale  cream- 
coloured  afpedt,  running  into  one  another  on  the  face,  with  here  and  there,  both 
on  the  face  and  limbs,  fmall  mortified  crufts,  and  the  whole  afpedb  as  if  covered 
with  a wetted  parchment. 

The  caufes  that  produced  the  flow,  treacherous,  remittent  fever,  men- 
tioned in  a preceding  account,  feem  to  have  produced  the  like  unfavourable 
difpofition  of  the  habit  in  this.  The  attack  in  both  was  not  alarming;  the 
progrefs  flow  and  fallacious ; the  approach  of  the  crifis  terrible,  and  too  often 
fatal.— However,  the  difeafe  is  by  no  means  general ; many  of  thofe  who 
have  it,  ’tis  true,  have  it  in  a pretty  fevere  manner,  yet  many  efcape,  A 
decodtion  of  the  Cortex,  with  fmall  dofes  of  Conf.  Damocrat.  viz.  10,  15,  to 
10  gr.  given  in  the  languid  ftate,  has  been  of  fervice  in  fome  cafes ; exchang- 
ing this  regimen  for  a mild,  demulcent,  yet  moderately  cordial  regimen,  as 
the  difeafe  advanced. 

A cafe  of  an  unufual  nature,  the  fubjedt  confidered,  has  probably  occurred 
to  many  pradtitioners  within  this  month  or  fix  weeks.  It  appears  at  leaft  un- 
ufual to  the  writer,  and  he  therefore  mentions  it.  He  has  been  called  to  feveral 
children,  and  to  none  much  above  feven  years  of  age,  and  girls  chiefly,  who 
have  had  the  jaundice.  He  has  heard  from  others,  that  the  like  cafes  had  oc- 
curred to  them.  The  writer  found  that  a grain,  or  gr.  1 fs  of  Calomel,  in  a pill, 
with  Tereb.  q.J.  every  night,  and  a few  fpoonfuls  of  the  faline  mixture  two 
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or  three  times  a day,  foon  took  off  the  yellownefs,  coftivenefs,  and  high-* 
coloured  urine  ; and  a tea-fpoonful  of  the  Vin.  Chalybeat.  in  chamomile-tea,, 
reftored  their  appetite  and  vivacity,  which  were  always  greatly  affedted,  ancH 
feemingly  more  than  even  in  adults. 


Ohfervations  on  the  Weather , c 'Sc.  in  January  1754.. 

Barometer. 

Highell  30 -rV*  Lowell-  29. 

Greateft  variation  in  one  day  TSo-t 
Common  llation  29  Ag., 

Thermometer  within  doors. 

Highell  55  deg.  Lowell  40  deg,. 

Greateft  variation  in  one  day  5 deg.. 

Common  llation  45  deg.. 

Thermometer  without  doors. 

Highell  48.  Lowell  25: 

Greateft  variation  in'  24  hours  1 2 deg. 

Common  llation  40  deg. 

The  laft  month"  ended  fair,  frofty,  cloudy,  and  very  cold ; wind  N.  E.  This 
began  in  the  fame  manner ; but  the  wind  fuddenly  fhifting  to  the  S.W.  the 
weather  became  lefs  cold,  but  Hill  inclined  to  frofty.  About  the  middle  we  had 
fome  heavy  rains,  the  cold  moderate,  and  the  weather  continued  variable  till 
towards  the  end,  without  any  remarkable' excefs  in  any  refpedt. 

Two  Angular  phaenomena  appeared  in  the  barometer  in  the  courfe  of  this 
month,  viz.  about  the  8th  the  quickfilver  flood  ar  29.2,  the  wind  northerly 
and  fair.  In  common,  when  it  Hands  fo  low  we  feldom  fail  of  heavy  rains,  high 
winds,  or  fnow 5 but  none  of  thefe  happened  in  the  neighbourhood  of  this 
placej  nor  had  we  any  accounts  of  deep  fnows  or  much  rain  in  the  north  about 
this  time  } though  I have  never  known  the  like  circumllance  happen  without 
one  or  other  of  them  falling  plentifully  to  the  northward.— The  other  phae- 
nomenon  was  the  reverfe  to  this.  While  the  quickfilver  Hood  feveral  days 
together  at  30.5,  we  had  foutherly  winds,  with  rain,  and  the  weather  temperate. 
It  is  difficult  to  account  for  this,  unlefs  we  fuppofe  a current  of  wind  from 
the  N.  or  N.  E.  to  have  paffied  above  the  fouthern  ftream,  and  in  a greater 
quantity. 

The  fudden  tranfitions  in  the  former  month,  and  the  variable  temperature 
of  the  prefent,  feemed  to  render  acute  difeafes,  for  a time,  more  frequent  and 
fatal.  Fevers  of  the  kind  before  mentioned  continued  ; plentiful  bleeding 
almoft  always  brought  on  very  alarming  fymptoms.  It  feemed,  however,  ne- 
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cwTarv  to  bleed  moderately  or.ee,  and  lb  me  times,  by  cupping,  to  mitigate  the 
head-ach,  of  which  all  the  parsencs  conriaised,  lame  tr.cre  seme  let*.  Butters 
applied  early  increafed  the  heat ; and,  if  1 iweating  regimen  was  pursued,  about 
the  seventh  or  eighth  day  irnali  red  irregular not  round,  as  regular 
m reel  re,  thewed  themselves  about  the  neck, breath,  art  arms,  it  great  numbers, 
appearing  past  as  if  ar  eruption  was  about  to  fellow  , but  they  never  rode  above 
the  surface  of  the  skdm — Avoiding  aii  immoderate  evacuations.;  keeping  the 
patient  moderately  covered;  fur  porting  his  strength  with  proper  lituids,  with- 
out  ioatirv  him  with  too  much  of  them  : rromorirg  the  circularscn  genr- 
iy  with  the  milder  diarhorecics  ; and  apriyirg  bidders,  successively,  as  the 
falling  pulfe  teemed  to  Indicate  their  necemry,  were  the  means  of  conduct- 
ing fome,  who  rad  this  species  of  cever,  through  very  imminent  dangers  : 
urder  which  circumstances  the  difeharges  from  the  blithers  seemed  to  be  cf 
sir  me  ism  advantage  : for  it  happened,  hr  divers  Lilian  ces,  that  with  the  common 
dreuings  orlv,  blisters  or  the  arms,  where  they  are  rather  more  readiiy  dif- 
pofed  to  heal  in  common  than  in  fome  parts  of  the  body,  have  kerc  oper  a 
week  or  ter  days,  ray,  in  one  cafe,  a fortnight,  the  matter  being  ofeer  at  strft 
rh • n and  iarious,  but  becoming  gradually  laudable  ard  plerdfu 1. 

Rheum  a ti  lms  were  also  rrequert  about  the  breaking  ur  of  the  frost,  ard 
the  mufdes  of  the  thorax  being  in  forte  cases  -ducted,  made  it  disrculr  to  dif- 
tinguism  in  what  degree  the  trterra 1 parts  likewife  suffered,  which  neverrhe- 
kfs  is  a circumilance  of  great  moment,  as  the  method  which  would  be  the 
moft  likely  to  remove  a genuine  Ltdammaror  of  the  lungs  or  pleura,  would 
often  increase  a rheumatic  erection  of  the  mercies  concerned  in  resssi easier, 
and  bring  on  that  very  due  as  e wrier  it  was  intended  to  remove,  rim  ar  in- 
flammation of  the  lungs,  for  want  of  a oft  dilatation  of  the  thorax.  This, 
however,  is  rot  designed  to  prevent  bleeding  in  the  above-mentioned  cases, 
but  as  a caution  to  fome,  who  may  have  beer  taught  to  shirk,  mat  copious 
bleeding  is  indicated,  whenever  a patient  complains  of  rain  in  arm  rare  cf 
the  region  of  the  thorax. 

01  rrv  aliens  at  tbs  -Tda/im,  ire.  ;»  hebraarw  1 - .m 

Barometer. 

Highefl  30^.  Lowell  29  Th. 

Greatest  variation  in  one  dav  ^£r. 

Common  nation  ;r  Tu 
Thermometer  without  doors. 

Highest  4?,  the  rjtH  im'tart. 

Lowest  t , the  6 th  and  mb.  Severe  frail. 

Greateft  variation  in  ore  dav  1 ; deg.  between  the  :ft  and  id  rat. 
when  the  quicksilver  rose  from  i-  to  -c  dec. 

The 
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The  froft,  which  began  about  the  26th  of  the  preceding  month,  became  in- 
tenfe  in  a few  days,  and  continued  till  the  9th,  when  it  broke  up  with  a 
fudden,  but  a very  cold  thaw,  with  fleet  and  heavy  cold  rains.  After  this  the 
weather  became  more  temperate,  the  mornings  frofty  and  fliarp,  but  the  air  in 
the  day  commonly  ferene,  feafonable,  and  fair,  and  fo  continued  to  the  26th. 

The  quickfilver  in  the  barometer  has  kept,  during  this  changeable  weather, 
within  very  confined  limits,  the  feafon  confidered.  In  the  thermometer  it  has 
feldom  varied  more  ; nor  could  it  be  expelled  to  happen  otherwife.  For  the 
fatisfa&ion  of  thofe  gentlemen  who  employ  themfelves  in  the  like  obferva- 
tions,  it  is  thought  proper  to  acquaint  them. 

That  the  inftrument  by  which  thefe  are  made,  is  graduated  according  to 
Fahrenheit’s  fcale,  and  was  made  by  a workman  of  reputation. 

That  it  is  placed  without  doors,  in  a court,  one  ftory  from  the  ground, 
in  a fituation  flickered  from  any  current  of  wind,  as  well  as  fecured,  by  the 
height  and  fituation  of  the  neighbouring  houfes,  from  the  diredt  or  reflected  in- 
fluence of  the  fun. 

That  the  ufual  hour  of  obfervation  is  about  eight  in  the  morning,  in  win- 
ter, feven  in  fummer ; and  that  the  place  is  near  the  center,  and  one  of  the 
moll  populous  parts  of  the  city. 

It  may  be  likewife  obferved,  that  the  inftrument  is  diftant  about  two  inches 
from  the  wall,  and  has  as  little  connexion  as  poflible,  to  be  fecure,  with  any 
folid  body.  The  fcale  is  wood,  and  touches  the  tube  in  very  few  points.-— 
Though  the  writer  imagined  he  had  chofen  a very  proper  place  within  doors, 
to  difcover  the  general  temper  of  the  air,  yet,  from  a ftridt  attention,  he  finds 
that  many  caufes  concur  to  render  this  inftrument  uncertain  within  doors,  in 
any  fituation,  and  he  doubts  it  is  ftill  liable  to  many  exceptions  without. 

Thus  far  no  difeafes  have  appeared  in  the  city  or  fuburbs,  fo  far  as  the  author 
knows,  that  have  any  thing  peculiar  to  merit  a farther  defcription  at  prefent, 

Objervations  on  the  Weather,  &V.  in  March  17  54. 

Barometer. 

Higheft  30  -j-V  Loweft  29  Ar- 

Greateft  variation  in  one  day  TV* 

Common  ftation  30  TV 

Thermometer  within  doors. 

Higheft  51. 

Loweft  38  deg.  the  13th  and  18th.  Hard  froft  and  much  fnow. 

Greateft  variation  6. 

Common  ftation  44. 
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Thermometer 
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Thermometer  without  doors. 

Higheft  46.  Loweft  29,  the  12th.  Froft. 

Greateft  variation  6. 

Common  ftation  37. 

The  unufual  feverity  of  the  weather  in  this  laft  month  claims  a particular 
notice,  as  the  like,  perhaps,  hath  not  been  obferved  in  this  country  for  many 
years.  The  laft  month  ended  rather  temperate  and  fair,  the  thermometer  with- 
out doors  keeping  always  above  40,  and  within  doors  commonly  near  50. 
About  the  5th  ult.  the  wind  fhifted  from  S.W.  toN.E.  and  the  weather  from 
temperate  and  clear  became  gradually  more  cold  and  cloudy.  On  the  9th  it  be- 
gan to  fnow,  freezing  hard  at  the  fame  time,  and  continued  fnowing,  more  or 
lefs,  almoft  every  day  to  the  25th,  the  time  when  this  monthly  account  con- 
cludes. During  this  time  the  weather  was  for  the  moll  part  unufually  dark 
and  cloudy,  the  wind  often  high,  and  from  the  N.W.  N.  or  N.  E.  points.. 

Diforders  of  the  bread  were,  during  this  time,  both  frequent  and  fatal.  Lax 
corpulent  habits,  fubjedt  to  coughs  and  afthmatic  complaints,  fuffered  ex- 
tremely. A thin  irritating  defluxion,  with  little  appearance  of  a fever,  began, 
and  produced  violent  and  inceflant  coughing.  Bleeding  afforded  fome  tem- 
porary relief ; but,  if  copious,  weakened.  Difcharges  by  ftool,  either  fponta- 
neous  or  artificial,  gave  little  relief.  Plentiful  expedloration  was  the  moft 
beneficial ; but  the  quantity  to  be  difcharged  too  often  exceeded  the  force  of 
nature ; and,  notwithftanding  the  application  of  bliflers,  the  ufe  of  mild  bal- 
famics  mixed  with  volatiles  and  the  more  flimulating  expectorants,  (as  the  cafe 
feemed  to  require  all)  too  often  proved  unfuccefsful.  Palfies  were  likewife  not 
uncommon  ; and  the  writer  thinks  he  has  met  with  frelh  caufe  to  fufpedt,  that 
the  too  free  and  frequent  ufe  of  the  lancet,  in  fuch  complaints,  fometimes 
fubjedts  both  the  patient  and  phyflcian  to  infuperable  difficulties. 

\ 

Ohfervations  on  the  Weather , &c.  in  April  1754. 

Barometer. 

Higheft  30^-*  Loweft  29^. 

Greateft  variation  in  one  day 

Common  ftation  30. 

Thermometer  within  doors. 

Higheft  56.  Loweft  41  deg.  the  25th. 

Greateft  variation  in  one  day  9,  the  18th,  from  50  at  night  to  41 
in  the  morning.  Hard  froft  and  fnow. 

Common  ftation  50. 


Thermometer 
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Thermometer  without  doors. 

Higheft  54.  Lowell  32. 

Greateft  variation  7,  the  6th,  from  47  to  54. 

Common  ftation  41 . 

Greateft  variation  between  morning  and  noon  10. 

The  unufual  feverity  of  the  weather,  both  in  this  and  other  parts  of  Britain, 
during  this  month,  will  probably  be  long  remembered.  A few  days  before 
this  account  concludes,  the  cold  indeed  began  to  relax,  and  there  was  now  and 
then  a day,  towards  noon,  when  the  air  was  temperate ; but  in  general  it  has 
been  cold  and  dry  to  an  extreme  degree ■,  the  frofts  Iharp,  and  accompanied 
with  fnow  and  hail.  From  this  ftate  of  the  weather,  every  appearance  of  fpring 
has  been  excefiively  retarded,  and  the  powers  of  vegetation  in  a manner  locked 
up.  Scarce,  an  alder-leaf  fully  expanded,  and  the  lilies  but  half  opened;,  from 
thefe  it  will  be  eafy  to  judge  of  the  reft. 

Thus  far,  however,  the  general  health  has  not  fuffered  by  it,  nothing  like 
an  epidemic  having  Ihewn  itfelf  in  the  city,  nor  the  fporadics  numerous. 
Spafmodic  or  rheumatic  pains  of  the  breaft  have  affedted  fome,  but  have  been 
foon  removed  by  moderate  bleeding,  fmall  dofes  of  camphire  and  nitre  mixed, 
with  laxative  only  and  volatile  medicines,  as  occalion  required. 

Observations  on  the  Weather , &V.  in  May  1754. 

Barometer. 

Higheft  30  A-  Loweft  29-dL, 

Greateft  variation  in  one  day  -ft,-. 

Common  ftation  29-^* 

Thermometer  within  doors. 

Higheft  61  deg.  Loweft  53. 

Greateft  variation  in  one  day  6 degrees. 

Common  ftation  57  degrees. 

The  thermometer  without  doors  has  not  been  fo  carefully  obfervcd  this 
month,  as  to  furnilh  a regular  account  of  it. 

The  weather  about  the  end  of  the  laft  month  was  temperate  and  fair,  the 
wind  S.  W.  it  veered  foon  to  the  N.E.  and  the  air  grew  cool  and  cloudy, 
though  dry.  Towards  the  middle  of  this  month  it  became  more  temperate, 
the  wind  foutherly,  and  at  length  fucceeded  fome  plentiful  warm  rains  about 
the  2 2d,  which  continued  with  fome  interruptions  a few  days,  when  the  wea- 
ther again  became  cool  and  fair. 

Perhaps  there  are  but  few  who  can  remember  fo  fudden  an  alteration  in  the 

face 
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face  of  vegetative  nature,  as  hath  happened  in  this  month : fpring,  inftead  of 
her  ufual  progrefs,  which  in  this  country  has  been  interrupted  and  flow,  came 
upon  us  at  once,  and  the  fcene  which  had  been  fo  long  dreary  and  defolate, 
was  fuddenly  covered  with  verdure ; the  trees  bloffomed  into  fragrance  and 
beauty,  and  the  pledges  of  plenty  were  every  where  fcattered  with  the  utmoft 
profufion.  Thofe  who  repined  at  the  delay,  and  were  ready  to  wifh  the  power 
of  rain  and  funfliine  in  their  own  hands,  are  once  more  detected  in  the  folly 
of  difcontent,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  they  will  at  laft  learn  to  acquiefce,  not 
only  with  chearfulnefs,  but  gratitude,  in  the  difpenfations  of  that  unerring 
goodnefs  which  prefides  over  univerfal  nature,  and  has  fo  long  blefled  this 
country  with  health  and  fruitful  feafons. 

In  refpedt  to  difeafes,  none  have  appeared  that  deferve  the  name  of  epidemic. 
RheUmatifms,  vernal  interrhittents,  and  confumptive  complaints,  have  been 
the  moft  frequent,  but  not  more  fo  than  in  other  fprings. 

The  fmall-pox,  which  was  beginning  to  fpread  in  fome  parts  of  the  town, 
feems  to  be  upon  the  decline ; except  by  inoculation ; for  this  pradtice  daily 
gains  ground,  notwithftanding  fome  inftances  now  and  then  occur,  that  are  not 
attended  with  the  happy  fuccefs  one  could  wifh  for.  In  general,  however, 
both  the  favourablenefs  of  the  difeafe  itfelf,  and  the  abfence  of  various  ill  con- 
fequences  attending  it  in  the  natural  way,  are  fo  much  in  favour  of  inocula- 
tion, that  in  time  it  feems  likely  to  become  the  general  practice,  and  may 
thereby  fecure  to  the  ftate  a multitude  of  ufeful  lives,  to  the  parties  themfelves 
tranquillity  of  mind,  and  to  many  of  them  agreeablenefs  of  perfon. 

It  may  again  be  proper  to  remind  thofe  who  are  engaged  in  this  pradtice, 
that  the  flighted:  fcrat.ch  with  the  point  of  a needle,  or  any  other  inftrument 
that  will  juft  make  the  blood  ftart  through  the  fcarf  fkin,  will  be  fufficient; 
and  that  much  lefs  than  the  tenth  part  of  an  inch  of  fine  thread,  that  has  been 
drawn  through  a ripe  puftule,  will  be  enough  to  produce  the  difeafe.  And 
alfo,  that  the  matter  fliould  not  be  applied,  by  the  perfon  who  has  taken  it 
from  the  variolous  patient,  foon  after  he  has  procured  it,  for  the  reafons 
alledged  in  a former  Magazine,  (vol.  xxiii.  p.  218.) 

Obfervations  on  the  Weather , &c.  in  June  1754. 

Barometer. 

Higheft  30^.  Lowed:  29-A5.. 

Greateft  variation  in  one  day  -A-. 

Common  ftation  29JL. 

- - t 

Thermometer  within  doors. 

Higheft  65  deg.  Lowed:  57. 

Common  ftation  61  degrees. 

Greateft  variation  in  one  day  4 degrees. 
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The  weather  at  the  end  of  the  laft  month  was  cool,  cloudy,  and  dry;  at  the 
beginning  of  this  it  became  more  warm  and  clear;  a few  days  about  the 
middle  were  ftill  warmer;  but  as  the  month  advanced,  the  weather  grew  more 
cloudy  and  cool,  except  fome  fudden  gleams  of  heat  from  a few  hours  of 
a clear  mid-day  fun  now  and  then,  which  raifed  the  thermometer  without 
doors  confiderably,  while  within  doors  it  remained  unaltered,  varying  not 
more  than  about  four  degrees  in  any  one  day  or  night,  as  far  as  occurred  to 
the  obferver,  in  all  this  period. 

The  wind  has  been  chiefly  S.W.  or  W.  and  moftly  pretty  high,  which 
both  covered  the  fky  with  clouds,  and  kept  off  the  rains  from  thefe  parts, 
except  now  and  then  fome  acceptable  fhowers,  and  a wet  day  or  two  near 
the  end  of  the  month. 

The  fame  kind  of  remittent  fevers,  mentioned  in  a preceding  month,  have 
appeared,  though  not  in  great  numbers ; irregular  intermittents  have  like- 
wife  been  frequent,  efpecially  periodical  hemicranias,  which  foon  gave  way 
to  the  Bark,  with  fo  much  Rhubarb,  or  Tinft.  Guaiac.  Volat.  added,  as  kept 
the  belly  rather  lax  than  coftive.  Coughs,  rheumatic  pains  affetting  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  thorax,  and  other  difeafes  of  the  breaft,  have  been  much 
more  frequent  in  this  month  than  ufual,  caufed  perhaps  rather  by  the  too  early 
change  of  drefs,  than  the  peculiar  conftitution  of  the  air.  Bleeding  in  moft  was 
beneficial ; a repetition  was  fometimes  neceftary.  Mild  diaphoretics,  ano- 
dynes, pebtorals,  and  warmth,  were  generally  fuccefsful.  The  ulcerated  fore- 
throat has  juft  begun  to  ftiew  itfelf,  with  its  ufual  fymptoms,*  it  yields  to  the 
common  remedies,  and  is  exafperated,  as  it  always  has  been  in  general,  by 
bleeding  and  large  evacuations.  A cataplafm  of  Ther.  Androm.  with  a fmall 
quantity  of  Sal.  C.  C.  fpread  thick,  and  applied  externally  from  ear  to  ear,  feems 
to  have  afforded  fpeedy  relief  in  fome  cafes,  not  however  omitting  cordials 
internally  at  the  fame  time. 

Ob/crvations  on  the  Weather , &c.  in  July  17  54. 

Barometer. 

Higheft  30  r\.  Loweft  29-—.. 

Greateft  variation  in  one  day 

Common  ftation  30.0. 

Thermometer  within  doors. 

Higheft  68  degrees,  the  22d.  Wind  S.E.  Very  warm.. 

Loweft  60. 

Greateft  variation  in  one  day  5 degrees. 

Common  ftation  62  degrees. 
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The  laft  month  ended  cool,  fhowery,  with  brifk  wefterly  winds  ; the  be- 
ginning of  this  was  fair,  clear,  and  temperate : towards  the  middle  it  became 
more  wet  and  cloudy,  and  continued  fo,  with  the  intervention  of  a very  few 
warm  days,  to  the  end  of  the  month.  The  wind  during  the  whole  was  variable, 
but  kept  generally  to  W.  or  S.W.  and  fometimes  pretty  bride. 

About  the  beginning  of  the  month,  feveral  were  attacked  with  the  eryfvpelas , 
affecting  chiefly  the  head  and  face,  though  fometimes  appearing  on  other  parts 
of  the  body.  Mild  diaphoretics,  with  anodynes  to  abate  the  painful  fore- 
nefs,  not  to  ftupify ; emollient  clyfters,  to  keep  the  belly  open,  not  lax ; 
diluting  liquors  moderately  in  regard  to  quantity,  and  rather  cool  than  hot,  in 
a few  days  reftored  the  patients  to  their  ufual  health : nitre  difpirited  them ; 
and,  without  fome  anodyne  at  night,  they  were  difpofed  to  watchfulnefs  and 
delirium,  as  in  the  fmall-pox.  As  the  month  advanced,  apoplexies  and  pa- 
ralytic complaints  became  very  frequent,  and  we  ftill  hear  of  one  or  other 
almoft  daily  attacked.  To  what  can  this  be  owing  ? Sudden  tranfitions  from 
heat  to  cold,  or  from  cold  to  heat,  often  produce  thefe  complaints  : but,  ex- 
cepting a day  or  two,  the  weather  has  been  uncommonly  equal ; and  none  of 
the  fenflble  qualities  have  remarkably  predominated.  If  nothing  in  the  con- 
ftitution  of  the  air  appears  capable  of  producing  fuch  complaints,  to  what 
other  general  caufe  can  we  have  recourfe  ? In  refpeCt  to  diet,  we  change  no- 
thing in  our  common  courfe,  except  a more  plentiful  ufe  of  vegetables  ; in 
which  term  mull  be  underftood  to  be  included  fruits  of  all  forts,  as  well  as 
roots  and  greens.  But  thefe  have  feldom  been  confidered  as  productive  of 
fuch  diforders.— They  may,  however,  by  accident,  contribute  in  fome  confti- 
tutions  to  bring  on  the  above-mentioned  diforders,  that  is,  by  their  quantity. — 
We  feldom  are  called  to  apopleCtic  patients,  but,  upon  enquiry,  we  learn  that 
fome  unguarded  meal  has  preceded,  and  that,  within  a very  few  hours  before 
the  attack,  they  have  made  a repafl:  which,  either  in  refpeCt  to  quantity  or  qua- 
lity, the  by-ffanders  themfelves  admit  to  have  been  improper.— It  is  therefore 
mentioned  as  a caution  to  all,  who  either  from  their  make  and  time  of  life  have 
reafon  to  apprehend  they  are  expofed  to  the  difeafe  above-mentioned,  or  have 
already  had  fome  flight  attack  of  it,  that  as  they  wifh  to  prolong  their  lives, 
they  would  avoid  full  meals,  but  more  efpecially  fuppers.  The  conftant  and 
abundant  ufe  of  tea,  though  for  a very  different  reafon,  feems  likewife  ca- 
pable of  contributing  its  fliare  to  the  increafe  of  thefe  diforders : and,  indeed, 
the  continued  ufe  of  this  exotic  feems  to  demand  the  attention  of  the  faculty, 
and  their  fteady  and  unanimous  oppofition,  if  its  effeCts  lhould  appear  to  be 
as  certainly,  though  infenflbly,  injurious  to  the  body,  as  the  confumption  of 
time,  and  its  other  ill  confequences,  are  undoubtedly  to  the  date. 

R 2 


Qbfervatwu 


124 


On  Weather  and  Difeafes* 

• *-•  ( /i  J ..  Clu  C f-  ^ ^ j LIJi.  -ji  ! 1 

Qbjervations  on  the  Weather y idc.  in  Auguft  1754. 

Barometer. 

Higheft  30t%-.  Loweft  29^.. 

Greateft  variation  in  one  day 

Common  ftation  30.  o.. 

Thermometer  within  doors. 

Higheft  69  degrees  at  night,  the  20th.  E. 

Loweft  60. 

Greateft  variation  in  one  day  4 degrees. 

Common  ftation  64  degrees. 

As  the  laft  month  ended,  fo  this  began,  cloudy,  cool,  and  wet : the  weather 
continued  thus  till  about  the  middle,  when  the  wind  fhifted  to  the  E.  and 
brought  a fair,  warm,  and  agreeable  feafon.  After  a ftorm  of  thunder,  light- 
ning, and  heavy  rain,  the  22ft  in  the  night,  with  a S.E.  wind,  the  air  con- 
tinued fultry,  and  the  weather  wet,  till  the  period  when  this  account  con- 
cludes. 

The  motions  of  the  quickfilver,  both  in  the  barometer  and  thermometer,, 
have  been  very  flow,  and  the  rife  and  fall  in  each  by  fhort  gradations.  In  the- 
thermometer,  fufpended  in  the  fhade  without  doors  on  the  nth  in  the  morning, 
the  mercury  flood  at  58 ; 2 degrees  lower  than  within  doors,  any  time  this 
month ; and  rofe  the  15th  and  19th  to  75  at  noon,  the  higheft  it  was  obferved’ 
to  be. 

A dangerous  remittent  fever,  and  the  fmall-pox,  have  been  the  moft  com- 
mon acute  difeafes  that  have  occurred  in  this  month.  The  former  was  fataf 
to  many;  and  though  it  often  continued  to  the  14th  or  17th  day,  yet  it 
was  extremely  difficult  to  difcover  the  juvantia  or  ladentia , except  in  regard 
to  bleeding,  which  was  moft  commonly  injurious,  as  thofe  who  loft  the  moft 
blood,  and  at  the  greateft  diftance  from  the  firft  attack,  fuffered  the  moft,  were 
the  fooneft  delirious,  convulfed,  and  carried  off.  The  early  application  of 
blifters  feemed  no  lefs  injurious.  A gentle  emetic,  and  mild  calming  dia- 
phoretics, the  bed-cloaths  light,  the  room  airy,  but  not  cold,  with  thin  di- 
luting liquors  to  fatiety,  not  to  load,  were  circumftances  of  moment  to  the 
patients  eafe,  as  well  as  recovery. 

The  fmall-pox  were  frequent  in  many  parts  of  the  city  and  eaftern  fub- 
ur’os  efpecially.  In  general  the  kind  was  mild,  diftindt,  and  favourable.. 
Out  of  fixteen,  who  had  the  difeafe  in  a certain  diftridt,  of  different  ages,  one 
only  died ; but  in  common  a much  larger  proportion  mifcarried.  And  it  is 
to  be  remarked,  particularly,  that  though  in  general  the  fmall-pox  was  of 
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the  fort  defcribed,  yet  where  it  was  otherwife,  it  was  fo  in  an  extreme  de- 
gree, with  an  uncommon  pronenefs  to  malignancy.  In  two  cafes  that  oc- 
curred, where  the  load  of  fmall-pox  was  not  remarkably  great,  the  fubjetfts 
young  and  healthy,  and  no  obvious  mifmanagement,  large  livid  petechia  ap- 
peared foon  after  the  eruption,  daily  increafing  in  extent  and  deepnefs  of  co- 
lour to  the  3d  or  6th,  when,  after  days  and  nights  of  inceffant  anxiety  and 
delirium,  and  the  fruitlefs  application  of  fuch  remedies  as  feemedthe  moft  fuit- 
able,  the  difeafe  proved  fatal.  The  author  does  not  remember  ever  to  have 
feen  inftances  of  fo  virulent  a kind,  appearing  at  a time  when  the  general  ten- 
dency was  to  the  mildeft  and  moft  favourable. 

Obfervations  on  the  Weather , fdV.  in  September  1,754.. 

Barometer. 

Higheft  30-jV  Loweft  29  TV 

Greateft  variation  in  one  day 

Common  ftation  30 TV 

Thermometer  within  doors. 

Higheft  67  deg.  Loweft  57. 

Greateft  variation  in  one  day  7 degrees. 

Common  ftation  63  degrees. 

The  weather  during  this  month  has  been  uncommonly  dry,  the  air,  for  the 
moft  part,  temperate  and  ferene ; fometimes  approaching,  in  the  middle  of 

the  day,  to  fultry,  whilft  the  mornings  and  evenings  were  rather  cold  than 

temperate.  On  the  7th  and  8th  we  had  fome  gentle  fhowers,  the  wind  S.  W. 
and  fomewhat  high ; the  reft  of  the  month  was  dry,  and  the  wind  northerly. 

Choleras,  inflammations  of  the  bowels,  rheumatifms,  and  intermittents,  have 
been  the  moft  common  difeafes ; but  a dangerous  remittent  fever,  though 
not  very  frequent,  has  been  the  moft  alarming ; the  accefs  is  commonly  ve- 
hement, the  rigor  like  that  of  a regular  tertian,  the  fubfequent  heat  intenfe, 
which  generally  continues  fo  long  as  to  fhew  that  it  is  not  of  this  genus  : 
partial  fweats  fucceed,  which  afford  no  relief,  but  leave  the  laffltude  and  pains 
of  the  head  and  back  as  afflicting  as  at  firft.  In  this  ftate  it  is  common  for 
thofe  who  are  called  in,  to  order  bleeding..  The  blood  is  florid,  not  very 
denfe  5 the  ferum  of  a deep  yellow ; the  urine  at  the  fame  time  is  crude  and 
high-coloured.  Bleeding  often  mitigates  the  febrile  fymptoms  conftderably  $ 
but  they  return  in  twenty-four  hours,,  and.  induce  fome  to  bleed  a fecond 
time.  The  refpite  from  this  fecond  bleeding  is  frequently  more  perceptible  • 
than  the  firft,  but  a delirium  often  follows  the  next  night,  with  a dry  tongue, 
quick  pulfe,  high-coloured  urine,  loofe  acrid  ftools,  catchings,  watchfulnefs, 

and ; 
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and  the  moil  alarming  fymptoms.  Now  and  then  they  hold  out  to  the  17th 
or  1 8th  day,  but  more  commonly  drop  off  about  the  14th  or  15th. 

Objervations  on  the  Weather > &c.  in  Odlober  1754. 

Barometer. 

Higheft  30  TV  Lowed:  29  W- 

Greatefl  variation  in  one  day  4^. 

Common  ftation  30^. 

Thermometer  within  doors. 

Higheft  65  deg.  Loweft  52. 

Greateft  variation  in  one  day  7 degrees. 

Common  ftation  56  degrees. 

Thermometer  without  doors,  in  the  morning. 

Higheft  64.  Loweft  43. 

Greateft  difference  betwixt  morning  and  noon  on  the  fame  day 
15  degrees,  viz.  on  the  15th  inftant,  from  43,  the  loweft,  to  58. 

Greateft  variation  betwixt  any  two  mornings  1 1 degrees,  viz.  from 
44  to  55,  between  the  8th  and  9th  inftant. 

Common  ftation  54  degrees. 

If  the  preceding  account  is  more  prolix,  it  is  with  a defign  to  make  it  the 
more  ufeful : the  reader  will  be  pleafed  to  remember,  that  it  is  a record  of 
fadts,  which  though  at  prefent  feem  but  little  interefting,  yet,  in  future  time, 
may  be  of  very  important  ufe.  What  inftrudtion  would  not  fomething  of  this 
kind  have  afforded,  had  it  commenced  a century  ago,  and  been  regularly  con- 
tinued to  the  prefent  time  ? 

The  end  of  the  laft  month  was  for  the  moft  part  fair,  clear,  and  temperate, 
and  likewife  the  beginning  of  this.  On  the  6th  we  had  the  firft  lhower  that 
had  fallen  for  fome  weeks,  and  on  the  9th  fome  heavy  rain  : except  fome  in- 
tervening Ihowers,  the  reft  of  the  month  was  generally  fair,  and  the  weather 
favourable  as  to  heat ; now  and  then  a few  warm  days,  with  very  little  wind, 
and  at  other  times  a brifk  cool  wefterly  breeze,  or  northerly  and  cold. 

The  fever,  mentioned  in  the  laft  account,  did  not  wholly  difappear  till  the 
weather  became  more  moift  and  cool;  the  preceding  aduft  temperature  hav- 
ing manifeftly  contributed  to  increafe  it. 

Rheumatic  pains  affe&ing  various  parts  about  the  thorax,  intermittents,  and 
fome  inflammatory  rheumatifms,  are  now  more  common,  which  generally  yield 
to  the  ordinary  treatment. 

But  before  we  altogether  difmifs  the  fever  above-mentioned,  it  may  not 

be 
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be  improper  to  remark,  that  fcarceiy  any  thing  in  the  practice  of  medicine 
requires  greater  judgment,  than  to  determine,  at  the  accefs  of  fevers,  whether 
bleeding  is  proper  or  not,  and  to  what  quantities.  In  the  prefent  inftance, 
moderate  bleeding  once,  feldom  was  beneficial,  but  to  repeat  it,  was  moil 
commonly  injurious.  The  writer  does  not  fay  this  with  a view  to  infinuate, 
that  none  but  a few  are  judges,  in  order  to  promote  their  advantage ; but 
merely  with  a defign  to  prevail  upon  thofe  who  are  often  firft  called,  to  confi- 
der,  that  if  the  fever  is  of  the  low  deprefied  kind,  they  are  taking  away  that 
force  which  will  ere  long  be  wanted,  and  wrhich  no  art  can  reftore. 

Next  to  bleeding,  blifters  are  commonly  applied,  and  they  often  follow  each 
other  immediately;  fo  that  one  often  finds  bleeding,  bliftering,  fweating,  and 
perhaps  a repetition  of  all,  have  been  promifcuoufly  ordered  in  the  fpace  of 
a very  few  days,  while,  from  the  general  diforder,  it  was  fcarceiy  poffible  to 
determine  whether  any,  or  which  of  thefe  proceffes  was  necefiary.  Thefe 
things  are  not  faid  with  a view  to  accufe  or  reproach,  but  to  excite  a juft  and 
necefiary  confideration  of  what  is  proper,  and  not  what  is  cuftomarily  done; 
Bleeding  is>  doubtlefs,  often  necefiary  in  fevers ; the  pulfe,  the  conftitu- 
tion,  or  the  feafon,  moftly  point  out  the  time  and  the  quantity  ; which,  if  it 
is  at  all  proper,  is  moft  commonly  fo  within  the  firft  four,  five,  or  fix  days. 
This  evacuation,  with  diluents  and  proper  regimen,  will  often  take  off  a 
fever  without  any  other  afiiftance.  But  in  regard  to  blifters,  their  early  ap- 
plication muft  in  moft  cafes  be  prejudicial.  Where  bleeding  is  proper,  they 
are  commonly  improper;  they  cannot  take  off  a fever,  they  have  no  tendency 
to  it,  any  otherways  than  by  keeping  up  the  languent  circulation,  where  the 
pulfe  rather  grows  feeble,  and  the  ftrength  declines ; here  they  are  a noble  re- 
medy : a prudent  fuccefiion  of  them  often  does  wonders  towards  the  acme  of1 
the  fever,  and  not  only  promotes  a falutary  crifis,  by  the  ftimulant  invigorating 
quality,  but  by  opening  a favourable  drain  for  the  critical  difcharge  itfelf. 
We  lofe  thefe  advantages  if  we  blifter  early;  we  hurry  on  the  already  too. 
precipitate  courfe  of  the  blood  and  juices,  and  deprive  ourfelves  of  a refource, 
than  which  medicine  hardly  affords  any-  one  more  efficacious.  Emptying  the 
firft  paffages  prudently  at  the  firft  is  fcarceiy  ever  prejudicial  in  this  or  any  other 
fever;  bleeding  in  this  is  moft  commonly  injurious;  and  blifters  early  ap- 
plied, I believe,  are  feldom  ufeful  in  fevers,  if  not  conftantly  detrimental. . 

Obfcrvations  - on  the  Weather , &-c.  in  November  1754. 

Barometer. 

Higheft  30 yL-.  Loweft  28^.. 

Greateft  variation  in  one  day 

Common  ftation  29-*--.. 

Total  of  mornings  obfervations  920-/-.. 
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Thermometer 
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Thermometer  within  doors. 
Higheft  60.  Loweft  50. 

Greateft  variation  in  one  day  4. 

Common  ftation  52. 
Total  of  mornings  obfervations  1716. 


Thermometer  without  doors. 
Morning.  Noon. 

Higheft  - - - 56  64  27th  ult. 

Loweft  - - - 39  47  27  th  ult. 

Common  ftation  48  52.1 

Greateft  variation  from  morn  to  noon  10. 
Total  - - - 1461  1638. 


The  quickfilver  in  the  barometer  funk  lower  on  the  9th  and  10th  inftant, 
than  it  has  been  known  to  do  during  the  courfe  of  thefe  obfervations ; fo  low 
as  to  28  inches  8 -tenths,  the  weather  at  the  fame  time  fair,  and,  the  feafon  con- 
fidered,  clear  and  temperate ; the  wind  S.  E.  and  rather  calm.  Thefe  circum- 
ftances  are  mentioned,  as  they  are  uncommon  with  a S.E.  wind.  The  quick- 
filver, indeed,  almoft  always  finks,  but  feldom  low,  without  very  high  winds, 
or  much  rain,  neither  of  which  happened  at  that  time,  nor  did  any  remarkable 
wet  weather  enfue  about  this  place.  It  was  conjectured  that  much  rain  might 
then  be  falling  in  diftant  parts,  which  from  the  daily  papers,  and  other  ac- 
counts, was  foon  after  found  to  be  the  cafe.  And  it  has  more  than  once 
been  obferved,  that  if  the  quickfilver  keeps  very  low,  with  a northerly  wind, 
much  fnow  is  then  falling  to  the  northward,  and  perhaps  at  a very  great  dif- 
tance;  and  alfo  that  if  it  is  low  with  a S.E.  and  fair,  heavy  rains  are  then  fall- 
ing to  the  fouthward,  though,  perhaps,  neither  fnow  or  rain  appear  at  the 
place  of  obfervation. 

The  weather  during  this  month,  till  within  a few  days  of  its  conclufion,  has 
for  the  moft  part  been  fair  and  clear,  though  there  have  been  fome  dark, 
cold,  and  rainy  days,  but  generally  clear,  temperate,  and  the  winds  eafterly. 
Rheumatifms  have  been  very  frequent  and  obftinate.  Many  have  been  feized 
with  catarrhal  coughs,  and  confumptive  habits  have  fuffered  greatly.  The 
fever  mentioned  in.  the  preceding  accounts  ftill  continues  ; the  cautions ,hinted 
before  are  ftill  neceffary:  bleeding,  almoft  in  the  fmalleft  quantity,  is  inju- 
rious, and  a repetition  generally  fatal. 
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/CHEMISTS,  who 
V_>|  take  care,  by  the 

prepare  the  lixivial  Salts  of  Vegetables,  generally 
means  of  hot  water,  and  fometimes  repeated  affufions 

of  it,  to  get  every  thing  out  of  the  afhes  that  is  foluble ; and  when  they  eva- 
porate this  folution,  they  employ  the  fait  which  is  obtained  from  it  as  a pure 
alcali  in  other  operations,  either  not  knowing  or  negledting  the  Neutral 
Salt,  which  Boerhaave  fays  j*  is  mixed  with  it,  and  is  Jui  generis.  In  an  opera- 
tion which  I was  lately  employed  in,  the  neceflity  of  confidering  the  effedts  of 
this  Neutral  Salt  was  evident,  and  I could  determine  the  genus  to  which  the 
greater  part  of  it  belonged. 

An  ingenious  Chemift  of  my  acquaintance,  intending  to  make  a large 
quantity  of  'Terra  foliata  Tartari , ufed  for  that  purpofe  the  lixivial  Salt  of  Fern , 
carefully  made  in  the  country  by  a perfon  well  lkilled  in  pradtical  chemiftry, 
careful  and  exadt.  Some  of  this  fait  was  fluxed,  the  reft  was  a clean  lixivial 
fait ; each  kind  was  faturated  by  itfelf  with  ftrong  diftilled  vinegar,  eight  or 
nine  times  the  weight  of  the  fait  being  fufficient  of  the  vinegar  to  fully  fa- 
turate  the  alcali  of  both  parcels ; whereas  ufually  fourteen  or  fifteen  times  the 
weight  of  the  fait  is  requifite  of  the  vinegar  to  make  a perfedt  faturation. 

The  faturated  liquors  being  filtrated,  and  carefully  evaporated  to  a mella- 
ginous  confiftence,  hifled  and  crackled  where  it  hardened  on  the  fides  of  the 
veflfel,  and  did  more  fo  the  nearer  they  came  to  drynefs,  fhewing  hardly  any 
marks  of  a difpofition  to  flow,  which  commonly  happens  when  the  faline  li- 
quor is  fo  far  evaporated. 

* Written  in  the  year  1736,  and  inferted  in  the  5th  volume  of  “ Medical  Eflays  and  Ob- 
“ fervations,  publiihed  by  a Society  in  Edinburgh,”  page  147. 
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No  methods  which  the  operator,  who  is  a very  expert  artift,  could  then  fall 
upon,  ferved  to  make  the  procefs  fucceed. 

The  Chemift  having  informed  me  of  the  cafe,  we  could  difcover  no  fault  in 
the  materials,  velfels,  or  operation ; but,  fufpefting  the  Neutral  Salt  to  be 
the  caufe  of  the  procefs  not  fucceeding,  we  dilfolved  all  the  refradtory  mafs  in 
warm  water,  fet  it  to  cool,  and  had  a confiderable  qauntity  of  neutral  cry- 
llals, feveral  of  them  exactly  refembling  thofe  cryllals  delineated  in  tab.  I. 
of  your  vol.  i.  which  were  procured  by  Dr.  Plummer  from  Moffat  water ; only 
ours  were  more  perfedl,  which  was  owing  probably  to  the  large  quantities  of 
materials  we  had.  Moft  of  the  cryllals  were  cubical,  which,,  joined  diffe- 
rently, and  mixed  with  other  falts,  made  a furprizing  .variety  of  figures,  which 
cannot  well  be  defcribed  in  words ; but  I have  fent  fome  of  them  of  dif- 
ferent lhapes  in  a box.  It  was  plain  from  their  figure  and  talle,  and  by  ex- 
periment, that  common  Sal  marinum  made  up  a great  part  of  what  we  hadj 
the  reft  might  not  unjuftly  be  called  partly  a Sal  Polychrejl , partly  the  elfential 
fait  of  the  plant. 

We  were  obliged  to  repeat  this  operation  for  obtaining  thofe  cryllals,  be- 
fore we  could  obtain  a Salt  which  flowed  and  foliated ; the  cryllals  depofited 
each  time  were  more  bitter  and  more  pungent,  though  in  form  refembling  the 
firft  we  got ; the  T err  a foliata  did  not  flow  nor  foliate  fo  freely,  nor  were  the 
foliations  fo  large  or  fo  white  as  ufual. 

It  is  with  reafon  then  that  Boerhaave  orders  * a Sal  Alcali  'puriffimum  to  be 
ufed  in  the.  preparation  of  'Tartarus  regeneratus , or  Terra  foliata  Tartari \ and 
the  difpenfatories  which  order  Sal  Tartari , diredl  the  chemifts  to  a more 
certain  procefs  than  when  they  are  left  at  liberty  to  employ  what  they  will. 
The  chemifts  in  town  here  moftly  ufe  the  cineres  clavellati  in  this  procefs,  and 
fucceed  very  well,  or  make  the  fait  with  large  foliations  and  white ; and  per- 
haps this  is  the  only  one  of  all  the  neutral  faponaceous  falts,  which  is  more 
efficacious,  the  whiter  and  purer  it  is. 

The  principal  reafon  why  chemifts  fucceed  better  in  making  Terra  foliata 
Tartari  with  cineres  clavellati , than  with  any  other  of  the  lixivial  falts,  feems 
to  be,  becaufe  thofe  who  prepare  the  Pot-afh  content  themfelves  with  letting 
cold  water  run  through  large  tubes  or  vats  filled  with  allies,  till  it  has  walhed 
fo  much  from  them  as  to  make  a lixivium  fupport  an  egg ; by  which  ope- 
ration, little  of  the  Neutral  Salts  are  dilfolved  to  mix  with  the  lixivium ; and 
probably  in  drying  the  lixivium , what  of  the  Neutral  Salt  is  in  it,  is  forced  by 
the  fire  to  the  furface,  to  form  that  cruft  which  it  takes  in  burning  the  llraw 
that  is  wetted  with  it. 

That  the  alhes  which  remain  after  the  yoi-afoes  or  falts  are  extracted,  con- 
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tain  much  of  the  Neutral  Salt,  is  evident  from  their  ferving  fo  well  the 
purpofes  of  agriculture,  being  preferable  to  fea-falt  for  all  fuch  purpofes. 

How  fuch  a quantity  of  fea-falt  fnould  be  contained  in  vegetables,  is  an 
enquiry  foreign  to  your  defign,  and  therefore  I fhall  not  mention  my  opinion 
of  this  phenomenon  : I believe  it  will  not,  however,  be  unneceffary  to  remark, 
that  Phyficians  ought  to  confider,  that  the  proportion  of  this  Neutral  Salt, 
mixed  in  alcaline  ones,  is  often  different ; the  more  is  thus  mixed,  the  lefs 
acid  is  required  to  faturate  a given  quantity : hence  it  frequently  happens,  that 
the  medicine  we  intend  fnould  be  perfectly  neutral,  is  very  acid,  and  entirely 
difappoints  our  expectations  *. 

With  refpecff  to  the  procefs  for  making  the  regenerated  Partar , it  may  not 
perhaps  be  without  fome  ufe  to  obferve,  that  the  more  vinegar  is  put  to  it, 
the  foliations  will  appear  larger  and  whiter,  though  it  is  the  more  expenfive, 
becaufe,  whatever  vinegar  is  bellowed  on  it,  the  operator  muff  expeCt  very  lit- 
tle more  fait  than  the  weight  of  the  alcali  made  ufe  of. 

The  addition  of  lomewhat  more  than  the  ordinary  proportion  of  vinegar  not 
only  contributes  to  render  the  fait  finer,  as  by  repeated  trials  we  found  it  did, 
but  alfo  prevents  it  from  becoming  too  alcaline ; for  was  it  to  be  brought  to 
an  exa£l  fundi  urn  Jaturaticnis  before  it  is  committed  to  the  fire,  the  heat  ne- 
ceffary  to  evaporate  the  liquor  and  flux  the  mafs  would  render  it  more  of  an 
alcaline  corrofive,  than  of  a neutral  faponaceous  nature.  This  induced  me  to 
remark,  that  its  whitenefs  may  be  elteemed  as  a mark  of  its  goodnefs,  it  ar- 
guing that  a proper  quantity  of  vinegar  has  been  ufed ; and  it  may  be  ren- 
dered whiter  and  more  pure  by  repeating  the  diffolution,  evaporation,  and 
fluxion. 

The  Part ar us  regeneratus , taken  from  the  quantity  of  half  a drachm  to  two 
drachms,  is  an  excellent  alterative  and  diuretic ; and  from  three  to  fix  drachms 

* It  is  common  here  to  prefcribe  one  fcruple  of  Sal  Abfinth.  to  half  an  ounce  of  Succ.  Limon. 

To  learn  how  far  this  proportion  was  juft,  I procured  fix  parcels  of  Salt  of  Wormwood,  and  fix  \ 

of  Salt  of  Tartar,  from  (hops  in  different  parts  of  the  town  : I procured  likewife  a quantity  of  lemon- 
juice,  fufficient  for  all  the  trials  I intended.  Half  an  ounce  of  this  juice  was  faturated  with  18  grains 
of  one  of  thefe  parcels,  and  required  52  of  another  to  reduce  it  to  the  fame  degree  of  neutrality. 

This  difference  was  owing  to  the  Neutral  Salt  contained  in  the  laft,  'which  was  really  procured 
from  Wormwood  afhes,  and  carefully  lixiviated  with  hot  water. 

The  fpecimens  of  Salt  Tartar  were  more  alike;  they  varied  only  from  18  or  19  grains  to  23  or 
24.  The  frefh  Salt  of  Tartar  is  a pure  alcaline  fait ; if  it  is  expofed  to  the  air,  it  abforbs  the  acid 
contained  in  it,  and  thus  becomes  neutral  in  proportion  to  the  time  it  has  been  kept,  or  as  it  has 
been  expofed  to  the  air. 

Wherefore,  in  diredling  the  common  faline  draughts,  it  would  feem  that  24  grains  is  a much 
more  fuitable  proportion  than  one  fcruple;  and  if  to  this  mixture  we  add  a fcruple  of  fome 
abforbent,  as  crab’s  eyes,  &c.  we  fhall  probably  have  a mixture  more  perfe&ly  neutral,  than  we 
fhall  be  able  in  common  to  obtain  by  any  other  method  of  prescribing, 
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is  a very  mild  cathartic,  that  never  finks  the  fpirits,  or  raifes  any  violent  difor- 
der,  and  particularly  is  ferviceable  to  feveral  dropfical  patients  : of  its  fer- 
vice  this  way  allow  me  to  mention  one  hiftory. 

A married  gentlewoman,  forty-eight  years  old,  childlefs,  a little  corpulent, 
was  repeatedly  affe&ed  with  an  immoderate  difcharge  of  the  menfes ; foon 
after  her  belly  began  to  fwell,  her  legs  grew  cedematous,  and  all  the  fymptoms 
of  a dropfy  appeared.  She  was  treated  with  the  Strong  and  gentler  cathartics, 
diuretics,  aperients,  and  corroborants  ; but  this  bad  circumftance  always  at- 
tended evacuants  either  by  ftool  or  urine,  that  they  never  failed  to  produce  a 
difcharge  of  blood  from  the  vagina,  which  funk  her  prodigiously.  Corrobo- 
rants, efpecially  of  the  aftringent  kind,  foon  ftopt  the  flux  ; but,  at  the  fame 
time,  contributed  to  increafe  the  Swelling,  by  lefiening  the  difcharge  by  urine 
and  ftool.  She  then  began  to  take  three  drachms  of  the  Perra  foliata  Partari 
once  or  twice  a week ; it  gave  her  two  or  three  {tools,  with  a large  evacuation 
of  urine,  without  exciting  the  menftrual  difcharge,  or  affe&ing  her  Strength : 
She  continued  the  ufe  of  it  for  upwards  of  a year,  without  increafing  the  dofe, 
or  attempting  any  other  relief  than  what  that  gave  her,  which  was  very  great. 
Whether  it  would  have  made  a complete  cure,  I cannot  fay  5 for,  having 
taken  a rough  purgative.  She  had  her  days  Shortened  by  it. 
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Cjfi'H E following  Ejfay  on  Amber  was  'printed  in  the  Philofophical  TranfaCtions, 
J-  when  curiofity  was  much  excited  upon  the  origin  of  this  valuable  production : 
befides  the  authorities  quoted  in  this  place , the  reader  may  meet  with  many  others 
in  James's  Medicinal  Dictionary,  under  the  word  Am  bra  : Philofophical  TranfaCtions, 
N°  i y,  p.  349;  N°  248 ,p.  5;  N°  468,  p.  322  : DiCtionnaire  Raifonne-Univerfel 
de  Matiere  Medicale,  tom.  vii.  p.  209,  et  fuivant : Macquer  DiCtionnaire  de  Chi- 
mie , fous  le  mot  Succin.  Edit.  1778. 

'Though  Amber  was  known  to  Antiquity,  Frederic  I.  King  of  Pruffia,  was  the 
firft  who  rendered  it  an  important  commercial  object . Amber  is  very  common  in  this 
kingdom,  and  in  fome  places  lies  almoft  on  a level  with  the  Jurface  of  the  ground, 
Jo  that  the  labourers  coiled  confiderable  quantities  of  it  in  tilling  the  land.  There 
are  fome  parts  of  Pruffia,  where  neither  tree  nor  herb  vegetates , where  the  ground 
is  covered  with  a fub fiance  refembling  the  bark  of  a tree.  Frederic  caufed  this 
fubftance  to  be  removed,  under  which  was  found  a bed  of  black  earth , and  beneath 
this  a bed  of  wood,  in  the  veins  of  which  Amber  was  dif covered,  greater  in  plenty 
in  proportion  to  the  quantity  of  this  wood. 

Some  years  ago  a confiderable  quantity  of  fine  Amber  was  found  in  Saxony,, 
which  has  furnifloed  four  differ  tat  ions,  printed  in  the  Collection  of  the  Curiofities 
of  Nature ; an  extract  of  which  may  be  feen  in  the  French  edition  of  Henkel's 
Pyrithologia. 

It  is  faid  that  fhe  King  of  Pruffia  has  a burning  mirror  of  Amber,  that  is  a 
foot  broad,  and  free  from  blemifh.  There  is  in  the  cabinet  of  the  Duke  of  Flo- 
rence, a fine  column  of  Amber,  fix  feet  high,  and  of  the  mofi  perfect  luftre : there 
are  alfo  veffiels  made  of  this  fubfiance  with  infinite  labour.  We  a,re  informed , 
that  fome  years  ago  there  was  an  artifi  in  Pruffia,  called  Samuel  Som,  who  had  not 
only  the  art  of  clarifying  Amber , and  rendering  it  tranfparent , but  alfo  of  dying  it 
of  any  colour,  and  even  to  foften  it  and  inclofe  infeCts  in  it,  to  make  a gain  of  Jelling 
it  to  perfons  curious  in  thefe  rarities. 

Editor, 
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EXTRACT  of  an  ESSAY 

UPON  THE 

ORIGIN  of  AMBER*, 

Read  before  the  Royal  Society,  March  i,  1743-4,  p.  21. 


AFTER  all  that  has  been  wrote  upon  the  fubjeit  of  Amber,  its  origin 
is  yet,  in  a great  meafure,  unknown.  Several  ingenious  men  have 
fearched  into  this  affair  upon  the  fpot  where  the  Amber  is  principally  gathered  : 
they  have  related  their  obfervations  with  great  candour;  they  have  given 
us  the  conclufions  they  drew  from  the  fails  they  difcovered ; yet  without  fa- 
ti&fying  us  entirely  about  many  particulars. 

But  as  a knowledge  of  the  nature  of  things  can  only  be  acquired  from 
the  things  themfelves,  I have  carefully  colleiled  every  material  fait  I could 
meet  with  from  thofe  who  were  heft  acquainted  with  the  natural  hiftory  of 
this  fubjeil,  and  whofe  induftry  and  accuratenefs  in  observing,  and  good  faith 
in  relating  their  obfervations,  have  been  generally  efteemed  unexceptionable. 
Of  thefe  I fhall  only  mention  Wigandus , Hartman , and  Sendelius , the  laft  who 
has  wrote,  as  far  as  I know,  profeftedly  upon  this  fubjeil. 

The  evidence  which  thefe  gentlemen  afford  us  I have  endeavoured  to  throw 
together,  in  the  moft  natural  order  I could,  without  refpeil  to  any  hypothecs  : 
but  as  this  enumeration  of  fails  admits  of  no  abridgement,  my  papers  would 
take  up  too  much  room  in  your  memoirs,  therefore  I can  only  refer  to  the  effay 
itfelf.  Upon  this  foundation  of  fails  is  built  a difcuffion  of  the  following  pro- 
blems : 

1.  Whether  Amber  is  not  ftriitly  a marine  produilion ; or  is  reduced 
by  fome  quality  of  the  fea-water  into  the  condition  we  find  it  in  ? 

Or, 

2.  Whether  it  is  not  to  be  confidered  only  as  a bituminous  body,  ge- 
nerated in  the  bowels  of  the  earth  ? Or,  laft ly, 

* Philofophical  Tranfadtions,  N°  472, 

3.  Whether 
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3.  Whether  it  is  not,  in  its  origin,  a vegetable  production,  a refin  j 
but  changed  into  its  prefent  form  by  a mineral  acid  ? 

It  will  only  be  neceffary,  in  this  place,  to  mention,  that,  after  having 
ffiewn  the  difficulty  of  maintaining  the  two  firft,  I have  undertaken  to  fupport 
the  laft  of  thefe  opinions. 

I endeavour  to  make  it  appear,  that  Amber  was,  in  its  origin,  a vegetable 
refin  * ; the  product,  perhaps,  of  the  fir  or  pine  kindf ; by  confidering  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  fubftance  itfelf:  and  that  though  it  has  fome  diftinguifhing 
properties,  yet  it  has  many  others,  which  are  common  to  an  indurated  refin. 
Its  afpeff,  its  texture,  its  form,  are  arguments  for  this.  The  bodies  which  it 
is  known  to  inclofe  are  urged  as  proofs,  that  this  inclufion  could  not  hap- 
pen in  the  fea,  nor  in  the  earth,  but  upon  its  furface  ; as  the  included  objects 
are  moftly  animals,  moftly  volatiles  too  : very  few  reptiles,  except  fuch  as  are 
often  found  aloft  in  trees,  as  ants,  fpiders,  &c.  and  fcarcely  ever  any  aquatics, 
are  found  in  Amber.  And,  I believe,  I may  challenge  all  the  cabinets  of 
the  curious  to  produce  one  inftance  of  a marine  body  having  been  found  na- 
turally inclofed  in  Amber.  That  there  are  feveral  fictitious  ones  is  granted. 

That  this  refin,  with  the  trees  which  afforded  it,  were  buried  in  the  earth  by 
the  deluge,  or  by  fome  fuch  violent  renverfement,  and  there  conftitute  the 
proper  veins  of  Amber,  I likewife  endeavour  to  make  appear,  from  the  fame 
evidence  of  faffs.  The  fubftance  of  which  thefe  veins  confift  hath 'feveral 
genuine  charafferiftics  of  wood  ftill  remaining.  The  texture  of  this  fub- 
ftance is  often  an  undoubted  proof  of  what  it  hath  been ; being  fibrous, 
and,  when  dried,  fwims  in  water,  and  burns  like  other  wood.  The  Amber 
is  not  difpofed  in  thefe  veins  in  one  continued  ftratum  ; but  lumps  of  it  are 
irregularly  diffeminated  through  the -whole  of  what  I call  the  woody  mafs. 

A difficulty,  which  naturally  offers  itfelf  in  this  place,  is  attempted  to  be 
removed  : What  proof  have  we  that  this,  which  is  called  wood,  is  not  mere 
foffil  wood,  the  produff  of  creating  power,  exerted  in  the  place  where  it  is 
now  found  ? It  is  anfwered,  that  as  there  are  undoubted  proofs,  that  many 
fubftances  now  occur,  where  they  were  not  originally  framed,  we  are  under 
no  greater  difficulty  in  accounting  for  the  change  of  place  in  one  than  the 
other.  It  is  known  that  the  exuviae  of  fifhes  are  fometimes  found  on  the  tops 
of  the  higheft  mountains.  The  bones  of  large  animals  are  met  with  at  pro- 
digious depths,  where  nature  never  formed,  nor  art  conveyed  them.  Whole 
woods  are  found  under-ground.  The  caufe  that  effeffed  thefe  was  capable  of 
the  other. 

Yet,  allowing  thefe  allegations  to  be  juft,  by  what  caufes  is  this  change  pro- 

* From  the  fubfequent  obfervatlons  on  mixing  oils,  refinous  and  pinguous  fubftances,  it  appears 
that  the  author  retained  the  opinion  he  had  thus  early  adopted.  Editor. 

f This  was  the  fuggeftion  of  Agricola,  and  of  fome  more  recent  writers.  Editor. 

duced 
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duced  ? It  is  urged,  that  time  is  one  of  the  caufes ; and  that  the  reft  is  com- 
pleted by  the- acid  of  the  earth,  a vitriolic  mineral  acid.  It  is  proved,  from 
the  fadts  above-mentioned,  that  fuch  an  acid  is  prefent  wherever  Amber  oc- 
curs in  its  proper  matrix that  it  is  fometimes  found  in  the  Amber  itfelf, 
in  its  genuine  appearance;  that  the  acid  of  the  fait  of  Amber  appears,  from 
experiments,  to  be  vitriolic  ; that  common  turpentine  (a  known  vegetable 
refin)  affords,  by  proper  management  with  a vitriolic  acid,  a confiderable  por- 
tion of  the  fame  chemical  principles  that  Amber  does ; that  thofe  pieces  of 
Amber,  which  have  been  found  foft  and  imperfedt,  are  nearly  related  to  a ve- 
getable refin  : in  fhort,  it  is  endeavoured  to  be  proved,  that  we  have  the  in- 
gredients of  Amber  in  our  power,  and  that  nothing  is  wanting  but  a fuccefsful 
application  of  them  to  each  other,  at  leaft  to  procure  the  medicinal  prepa- 
rations of  Amber  at  an  eafy  expence.  Time  and  repeated  trials  may,  per- 
haps, ripen  this  beginning,  in  fomebody’s  hands,  into  an  happy  ufeful  imi- 
tation of  this  valuable  fubftance. 

This  account  is  concluded  with  an  enquiry  into  the  medical  virtues  of  Am- 
ber, and  fome  of  its  principal  preparations.  It  is  obferved,  that  a fubftance. 
of  fo  firm  a texture,  as  fcarce  to  yield  to  any  common  menfiruum , is  not 
likely  to  produce  any  confiderable  effedts  upon  the  human  body ; and  that, 
indeed,  there  are  very  few  genuine  inftances  recorded  of  any  : that  bufy  ima- 
gination might,  probably,  at  firft,  introduce  it,  prejudice  fupport  it,  and  en- 
gage men  of  parts  and  authority  to  recommend  it  to  their  inattentive  fuc- 
cefiors. 

I fliall  finifh  this  abftradt  with  remarking,  that  were  fome  of  the  leifure 
moments  of  men  of  great  abilities  and  experience  devoted  to  inform  the  world 
of  the  inefficacy  of  fuch  methods  and  medicines  as  they  have  proved  to  be  fo, 
Phyfic  would  be  reduced  into  narrower  bounds  ; they  would  merit  the  thanks 
of  every  one  in  the  profeffion-;  and  pofterity,  at  leaft,  would  commend  their 
endeavours. 
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ON  THE 

J 

MANNA  P E R S I C U M 

Read  before  the  Royal  Society,  April  26, . 1744. 


I T does  not  appear  very  plain,  from  any  thing  that  has  occurred  to  me  in  ■ 
the  writings  of  the  elder  Greek  phyficians,  that  they  were  much,  if  at  all, 
acquainted  with  any  fubftance  that  now  goes  under  the  name  of  Manna.  They 
had  the  term,  but  applied  it  to  a fubjed  very  different  from  what  we  do  at 
prefent.  The  ,TTTo<rus‘fj.<x.  tv  AiQavulv,  or  the  Mica  thuris  concuffu  elija , the  bits 
broke  off  from  the  olibanum  in  carriage,  was  the  fubftance  they  knew  by  that 
name. 

If  the  Arabians  did  not  firft  of  all  introduce  fome  kind  of  purging  Manna 
into  pradice,  they  at  leaft»rendered  the  ufe  of  this  drug  more  common  and  ex- 
tenfive.  Their  country  afforded  feveral  fpecies  of  it;  which  being  familiarly 
known,  is,  perhaps,  the  reafon  why  no  defcriptions  have  been  left  fufficiently 
clear,  whereby  to  diftinguifh  them  from  each  other.  Whoever  has  confulted 
the  Arabian  writers,  or  the  belt  of  their  commentators,  will  allow  that  their  ac- 
counts are  defedive. 

That  they  had  three  forts  of  this  drug,  diftinguifhed  by  the  names  o{  Manna, 
Tereniabin,  and  Siracofi , is  certain  > but  whether  thefe  are  now  known,  or  by 
what  appellations,  has  been  very  much  difputed. 

Rauwolf,  in  his  Itinerary  publifhed  by  Ray,  and  Tournefort,  in  his  voyage 
to  the  Levant,  have  given  the  cleared  intimations  of  any  writers  that  I know 
of : if  to  thefe  we  add  Clufius,  we  have  all  that  we  are  to  exped  of  cer- 
tainty, amongft  thofe  who  have  mentioned  it;  they  being  eye-witneffes  of 
what  they  wrote.  Yet  the  defcriptions  of  thefe  are  either  fo  imperfed  or  un- 
known, that  a very  late  writer  upon  the  Materia  Medica  f,  either  not  hav- 

* Philofophical  Tranfaftions,  N°  472,  p.  86. 
t Geoffroy  Tradat.  de  Mat.  Med.  vol.  ii.  p.  586,  &c» 
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ing  feen  or  underftood  them,  has  fallen  into  a mi  (lake  about  the  Manna  Ana - 
hum , and  his  authority  may  perhaps  miflead  others. 

My  worthy  friend  Peter  Collinfon,  having  procured  a fort  of  Manna  from 
a gentleman  at  Peterfburgh,  -under  the  title  of  Manna  Perficum  ex  planta  Al- 
ITagi  Maurorim,  was  pleafed  to  favour  me  with  a fpecimen  of  it.  I confulted 
the  principal  writers  on  the  Materia  Medica  and  finding  their  opinions  to 
be  frequently  oppofite,  and  their  accounts  in  general  perplexed,  I imagined  it 
would  not  be  unacceptable  to  the  curious  to  have  Inch  a defcription  of  this 
fpecies  as  would  probably  make  it  clear,  that  we  have  one  kind  of  the  Marma 
Arahum  Hill  extant,  viz.  the  Pereniabin , and  prevent  any  future  miftakes  about 
it. 

The  fpecimen  of  Manna  that  now  lies  before  me  appears,  at  firft  fight,  to 
be  a dirty  reddifh  brown-coloured  mixed  mafs ; which,  upon  a nearer  view, 
is  found  to  confift  of, 

1.  A great  number  of  globular,  cryflalline,  almoff  pellucid  bodies,  of  a 

yellowifh  white  colour,  and  different  fizes ; the  biggeft  not  much 
exceeding  a large  coriander-feed,  or  a very  fmall  pea.  They  differ 
from  grains  of  Maftich,  in  being  more  upon  the  reddifh  caff;  but 
in  figure  and  tranfparency  vary  not  much. 

2.  Some  fmall  (licks  like  prickles,  and  others  like  footftalks  of  leaves  or 

fruit. 

3.  A few  narrow-pointed  firm  fmall  leaves. 

4.  A large  .quantity  of  long  reddifh-coloured  -pods,  of  a fweetifh  gela- 

tinous taffe,  containing  from  one  to  fix  or  feven  hard,  irregular, 
fomewhat  kidney-like  feeds,,  which  to  the  taffe  are  very  acerb. 
And, 

.5.  Some  fand  and  earth.  Four  ounces  of  the  Manna , diffolved  in  warm 
water,  left  one  ounce  or  fomething  more  of  thefe  in  the  filtre. 

The  globules  (N°  1.)  are  hard,  and  break  between  the  teeth  like  fu gar- 
candy;  they  are  of  a pleafant  fv/eet  taffe,  with  much  lefs  of  the  Manna  relifh 
than  the  Calabrian;  but  with  enough  to  difcover  to  what  family  this  .ubftance 
belongs. 

The  Hicks,  leaves,  pods,  &c.  feem  to  be  parts  of  the  plant  that  produces  the 
Manna.  Some  of  the  feeds  have  been  fov/n,  and  proved  fo  frefh  as  to  afford 
fame  plants  of  the  Alhagi. 

About  the  year  1537,  when  Rauwolf  wrote  his  Itinerary,  it  appears,  that 
large  quantities  of  this  kind  of  Manna  were  brought  from  Perfia  to  Aleppo, 
where  it  was  then  known  under  the  name  of  Prunfchibil  or  Prunfchibin  ; a 
«orruption,  doubtlefs,  of  the  antient  Perenjabin ; or,  as  it  ought  to  be  wrote, 
according  to  Deufingius  Pe rengjabim. 

* Deufingius  Tradt.  de  Manna  et  Sacch.  p.  1 1. 
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Rauwolf  informs  us,  that  this  fpecies  of  Manna  was  gathered  from  the  Alhagi ; 
a plant  which  is  minutely  defcribed  by  Tournefort*,  who  alfo  confirms  the 
account  which  Rauwolf  had  long  before  given,  with  the  following  particulars  : 

<c  It  is  chiefly  (fays  he)  about  Tauris,  a city  in  Perfia,  that  it  is  gathered, 
(t  under  the  name  of  Prungibin  or  Perenjabin,  mentioned  by  Avicenna  and  Se- 
fC  rapion.  Thofe  authors  thought  it  fell  upon  certain  prickly  fhrubs  ; whereas 
<c  it  is  only  the  nutritious  juice  of  the  plant.” — He  adds,  cc  that,  during  the 
“ great  heats,  you  perceive  fmall  drops  of  honey  upon  the  leaves  and  branches 
“ of  thefe  Ihrubs  ; thele  drops  harden,  in  grains  about  the  bignefs  of  coriander- 
Cf  feeds:  they  gather  thofe  of  the  Alhagi,  and  make  them  into  reddifh  cakes 
tc  full  of  dull  and  leaves,  which  alter  the  colour,  and  leflen  its  virtue.  This. 
“ Manna  is  much  inferior  to  the  Italian.  The  ordinary  dofe  is  from  25  to 
{C  30  drams.” 

Clufius  f informs  us,  that  the  Pereniabin  of  the  modern  Arabs  is  gathered 
from  a prickly  fhrub,  fuch  as  the  Alhagi  is  defcribed  to  be.  Avicenna  J,  ac- 
cording to  his  prefent  tranflation,  tells  us,  that  the  T ereniabin  falls  Juper 
lapides ; but  Deufingius  ||  fays,  that  it  ought  to  be  read  Juper  Alhagi ; and  that 
his  tranflators  were  led  into  this  miftake  from  the  refemblance  betwixt  Al- 
Hhagier  (the  word  in  the  Arabic  text,  and  which  fignifies  a kind  of  thorny  plant, 
fuch  as  the  Alhagi  is  faid  to  be)  to  Al-Hagio. 

It  is  therefore  evident,  that  the  Manna  Perficum,  now  before  us,  is  the 
Pereniabin,  Perenjabin,  Perrajenbin , or  more  properly  the  Perengjabin,  of  the 
old  Arabians,  and  of  Clufius  5 the  Prungibin,  or  Prunfchibil , of  the  latter,  of 
Rauwolf  and  Tournefort;  very  probably,  the  Manna  Maftichina  orient  alls  of 
Matthiolus  and  Bauhine ; as  it  is  the  Maftichina  and  Alhagina  of  GeofFroy ; 
though  this  author  makes  the  Pereniabin  a fpecies  of  Liquid  Manna  §,  in  com- 
plaifance  to  his  countryman  Bellonius  1 who,  though  in  general  a diligent  eh>- 
lerver,  yet,  in  this  cafe,  was  milled  by  the  Calovers,  or  Monks  of  Mount 
Sinai. 

Bellonius  fays,  in  his  Obfervations  **,  and  more  largely  in  his  Treatife  de 
Arbor  thus  perpetua  fronde  virentibus,  that  thefe  Caloyers  collect  a kind  of  li- 
quid Manna,  which  they  call  Pereniabin  ■,  that  this  fpecies  was  known  in  the 
fliops  at  Cairo  by  the  fame  name;  and  that  this  is  th t Mel  rofcidum  of  Galen, 
and  the  Mel  cedrinum  of  Hippocrates. 

I think  it  is  very  plain,  that  Bellonius  was  miftaken  in  the  flril  part  of 
his  aflertion,  from  what  has  already  been  advanced.  The  Caloyers  told  him, 
that  they  called  it  Pereniabin  ; and  he  takes  it  for  granted,  that  it  was  the 

* Tournefort’s  Voyage  to  the  Levant,  vol.  i.  p.  2.)_7,  248.  -f  Cluf.  Exotic,  vol.  ii.  p.  164. 

X Avicen.  Oper  tom.  i.  p.  404.,  J]  Traft.  de  Manna,  p.  19.  § Traft.  de 

Mat.  Med,  tom.  ii.  p.  58 7.  **  Bellonii  Obferv,  apud  Cluf.  p.  129. 
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Pereniabin  of  the  old  Arabians,  contrary  to  their  own  accounts  fupported  by 
the  teftimony  of  their  fucceffors,  who  are  known  to  vary  as  little  as  any 
people  whatever  from  the  traditions  and  cuftoms  of  their  predecefiors,  and  ftill 
retain  a great  many  of  their  appellations.  For  proof  of  this,  I need  only 
refer  to  the  accounts  which  Rauwolf,  Tournefort,  and  Dr.  Shaw,  give  us  of 
thofe  people. 

That  this  liquid  Manna  was  the  A fea-ifuXt  Jeu  Atfipeto  of  Galen  *,  and  the 
Mlxi  of  Hippocrates  f,  (fuppofing  there  is  no  miftake  in  the  text), 

feems  very  probable.  The  defcription  which  Galen  has  left  of  the  Mel 
rojcidum , and  the  manner  of  collecting  it  on  Mount  Sinai  in  his  time,  tallies 
exadlly  with  Bellonius’s  account ; and  thus  far,  I believe,  all  authors  agree  t 
but  that  the  virtues  of  Manna  were  known  fo  early  as  in  the  times  of  thefe  two 
authors,  will  be  difficult  to  prove. 

Galen  takes  notice  of  this  Mel  rojcidum  more  as  a curiofity  than  a medicine. 
He  no  where,  that  I know  of,  mentions  its  ufe,  or  defcribes  its  qualities.  He 
introduces  the  account  of  it  with  a Memini  aliquando , and  fays,  that  the  Mel 
rojcidum  was  rarely  met  with  in  his  country,  but  was  gathered  at  Mount  Sinai 
every  year : and,  indeed,  from  the  manner  in  wffiich  it  is  fpoken  of  by  an  old 
Greek  writer  in  Athaeneus,  as  cited  by  Salmafius,  it  would  feem  that  it  was 
only  ufed  for  pleafure,  as  an  agreeable  fweet,  Melle  ipjo  Juavius  ■>  and  pro- 
bably continued  to  be  of  no  other  ufe.  Mefue  tells  us  J,  that  Galen  mixed 
Manna  with  Scammony.  In  the  fpurious  piece  de  Dyna?niis3  afcribed  to  Galen, 
Scammony  is  ordered  to  be  mixed  wTith  honey ; but  he  never  once  mentions 
Manna  in  any  of  his  extant  writings.  As  Galen  is  known  to  be  very  minute 
in  his  account  of  the  Materia  Medica  of  that  time,  his  filence  is  a ftrong  ar- 
gument again!!  the  fuppofition,  that  even  the  Mel  rojcidum  was  in  phar- 
maceutic ufe,  much  lefs  any  other  fpecies  of  Manna. 

If  Galen  was  unacquainted  with  this  fubftance,  it  is  very  probable  that  Hip- 
pocrates was  fo  likew’ife  ■,  fince  a drug  that  mull  have  made  a confiderable 
figure  in  his  Materia  Medica , would  not  have  foon  been  ftruck  off  the  liff, 
or  dropped  into  oblivion  and  difufe. 

But  how  ffiall  we  get  rid  of  theMsAi  x.;Jpivov,  the  name  fufficiently  intimating 
what  fubftance  was  intended  ? Perhaps  Foefius’s  fuggeftion  may  help  us.  He 
thinks,  that  the  words  might  have  been  read  with  a comma  intervening-, 
whereby  we  ffiould  have  had  two  diftint!  well-known  fubftances,  honey,  and 
the  refin  of  the  cedar ; two  fimples  that  were  then,  and  continued  long  after, 
in  familiar  ufe  j inftead  of  one,  which  he  mentions  no  where  elfe,  and  feems  to 
be  unknown  fome  ages  after. 

• Galen,  de  Alem.  Facult.  l.iii.  c.  39.  f Hippocrat.  de  Ulceribus,  p.  876.  Edit.  Foeiii. 

I Mefue  de  Simpl,  c.  8. 
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Upon  the  whole,  I have  not  hitherto  met  with  evidence  fu-fficient  to  in- 
duce me  to  believe,  that  either  the  Mel  rofcidum , or  any  kind  of  Manna , 
was  in  common  medical  ufe  either  with  Hippocrates  or  Galen.  Aquarius 
mentions  it  once  *,  and,  as  I know  of,  only  once  : he  makes  it  a purgative, 
and  to  be  fomewhat  dronger  than  Cajfm. 

It  is  now  pretty  generally  known,  that  the  Mannas  in  ufe  are  not  a Mel 
aerium , or  honey-dew,  as  was  long  believed,  but  a Succus  proprius  iffuing  out 
of  fome  particular  trees,  at  proper  leafons,  and  in  fome  climates  only  ; and 
that,  during  the  fummer’s  heats,  a great  number  of  vegetables,  in  almofl 
all  the  temperate  countries,  afford  a juice  fomewhat  a-kin  to  Manna,  from 
whence  the  bee  colle&s  and  prepares  her  honey.  It  may  not,  however,  be 
amifs,  nor  very  foreign  to  our  fubjetd,  to  exhibit  a fhort  account  how  the 
Manna  Officinarum  is  collected. 

In  Calabria  and  Sicily,  in  the  hotted  part  of  the  fummer-months,  the  Manna 
oozes  out  of  the  leaves,  and  from  the  bark  of  the  trunk,  and  larger  branches, 
of  the  Fraxinus , or  Calabrian  afh.  The  Omus  likewife  affords  it,  but  from  the 
trunk  and  larger  branches  only,  and  that  chiefly  from  artificial  apertures? 
whereas  it  flows  from  the  Fraxinus  through  every  little  cranny,  and  burfts 
through  the  large  pores  fpontaneoufly. 

What  is  got  from  different  parts  of  the  tree  acquires  different  names;  the 
trunks  generally  afford  thofe  large  white  pieces  to  which  we  give  the  name  of 
flaky  ; but  the  fined  of  all  is  fuch  as  is  collected  from  artificial  incifions,  in 
which  little  draws,  &c.  are  purpofely  placed  in  fuch  a manner,  as  that  the 
flowing  juice  may  concrete  upon  them,  and  form  thofe  long,  white,  cylin- 
drical, perforated  pieces,  which  are  fo  much  valued. 

This  juice  is  fecreted  in  the  larged  quantity  betwixt  noon  and  evening. 
In  the  night  it  is  condenfed,  if  the  feafon  is  dry,  otherwife  the  Manna  is 
fpoiled : they  fcrape  off  the  fmall  v/ith  wooden  knives,  early  in  the  morning, 
and  gather  the  larger  flakes ; both  which  are  afterwards  dried  upon  clean  paper 
in  the  fun,  till  they  dick  no  longer  to  the  fingers  ; and  the  different  forts  are 
then  carefully  packed  up  for  ufe  and  exportation. 

* A&uar.  Method.  Medend.  1.  v.  c.  8. 
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CINCE  the  publication  of  the  fucceeding  paper,  fome  Gentlemen  have  with  great 
^ humanity  united  together  to  promote  the  recovery  of  perfons  apparently  dead, 
specially  from  drowning,  well  known  by  the  name  of  the  Humane  Society  ; 
for  the  ejlablifhment  of  which , the  public  is  particularly  indebted  to  the  activity  and 
benevolence  of  Dr.  Hawes. 

This  Society  has  publifoed  the  proper  methods  of  treating  perfons  in  thefe  un- 
happy circumfiances,  and  gives  a reward  of  two  guineas  to  the  perfons  employed, 
if  the  cafe  be  unfuccefsful,  provided  the  perfon  has  not  been  more  than  two  hours 
under  water , and  the  methods  laid  down  by  the  Society  have  been  perfevered  in  for 
the  fpace  of  two  hours.  If  the  perfon  recovers,  the  reward  is  four  guineas.— The 
Society  is  fupported  by  public  fubfcription. 

As  the  fubjedl  is  interefting  to  the  community  and  public  at  large,  I have  thought 
it  not  improper,  briefly  to  fubjoin  the  methods  of  treatment,  found  by  the  Society  to  be 
moft  Juccefsful  on  thefe  occaflons. 

I.  The  body  floould  not  be  rolled  on  the  ground,  or  over  a barrel,  nor  lifted  up 
by  the  heels , or  be  any  other  way'  roughly  handled  or  violently  fhook  •,  but  be  re- 
moved to  a convenient  place,  lying  as  on  a bed,  with  the  head  a little  raifed,  in  ay 
natural  a pofltion  as  poflible. 

II.  The  body,  well  wiped  with  a cloth,  Jhould  be  placed  in  a warm  bed  or  blanket ; 
but  not  too  near  a large  fire.  Bottles  of  hot  water  fhould  be  laid  to  the  bottoms  of 
the  feet,  joints  of  the  knees,  and  under  the  arm-pits.  A warming-pan  moderately 
heated,  or  hot  bricks  wrapped  in  cloths,  floould  be  rubbed  over  the  body,  particu- 
larly along  the  back.  The  natural  warmth  of  a healthy  perfon,  efpecially  a child, 
lying  clofe  to  the  body,  has  been  found  very  efficacious.  The  room  fhould  be  kept  open 
and  airy,  with  few  perfons  in  it.  The  floirt  of  an  attendant,  or  fkin  of  a floeep  freflo 
killed  and  warm,  may  be  ufed  to  advantage.  Should  the  accident  happen  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  a warm  bath,  brew-houfe , bake-houfe,  glafs-houfe,  faltern,  foap-manu- 
fadtory,  or  any  fabric  where  warm  lees,  afloes,  embers , grains,  fand,  water,  &c. 
can  be  eafily  procured,  it  will  be  very  proper  to  place  the  body  in  any  of  thefe , mo- 
derated to  a degree  of  heat,  very  little  exceeding  that  of  a healthy  perfon. 

III.  The  body  being  placed  in  one  or  other  of  the  above  advantageous  fituations, 
various  ftimulating  means  floould  be  immediately  employed.  The  moft  efficacious 
are Blowing  with  force  into  the  lungs,  by  applying  the  mouth  to  that  of  the  pa- 
tient, clofing  at  the  fame  time  his  noflrils  .'---Throwing  the  fmoke  of  tobacco  up  the 
fundament  into  the  bowels,  by  means  of  a clyfler-pipe  or  fumigator-,  a pair  of  bel- 
lows may  be  employed  till  the  others  can  be  procured  Rubbing  the  belly,  chefl, 
back,  and  arms,  with  a coarfe  cloth,  or  dry  fait , fo  as  not  to  rub  off  the  fkin  or 
with  a flannel  dipped  in  brandy,  rum,  or  gin  : — Applying  fpir its  of  hartfljorn,  vo- 
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l a tile  fait  or  the  like,  to  the  nojlrils , and  rubbing  them  on  the  temples  frequently : — * 
'Tickling  the  throat  with  a feather,  to  excite  a propenfity  to  vomit  \ and  the  nojlrils 
alfo  with  a feather  or  fnujf,  to  provoke  fneezing.  The  body  fhould  at  intervals  be 
Jhaken,  and  varied  in  its  pofition . 

IV.  If  there  be  any  figns  of  returning  life,  fuch  as  fighing,  gafping,  twitching , 
beating  of  the  heart,  return  of  natural  warmth  or  colour , a fpoonful  of  water  may 
be  adminiftered,  to  try  if  the  power  of  fwallowing  be  returned ; if  it  be,  a fpoonful 
or  two  of  warm  wine , or  brandy  and  water,  may  be  given  to  advantage,  but  not 
before. 

Early  bleeding  has  been  found  pernicious,  and  even  fatal ; it  is  not  always  ap- 
plicable, though  it  may  fometimes  be  employed  by  a perfon  of  J, kill , to  remove  or  pre- 
vent fymptoms  of  inflammation . 

\ 

The  above  methods  of  reftoring  life  are  applicable  to  various  other  cafes  of  ap- 
parent Judden  death  ■,  whether  from  hanging,  apopledlic  and  convulfive  fits,  cold, 
fuffocation  by  damps  or  noxious  vapours,  proceeding  from  coal  mines , confined  air 
of  wells,  ciftems,  caves,  or  from  the  muft  of  fermenting  liquors. 

The  Rules  and  Reports  of  this  Humane  Inftitution  are  printed,  where  they  may  be 
Jeen  more  at  large , 

Editor, 
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CASE  publifhed  in  the  laft  Volume  of  the  Medical 
EJfays , &c.  <c  of  recovering  a Man  dead  in  Appearance, 
<c  by  diftending  the  Lungs  with  Air.  Printed  at 
c<  Edinburgh , 1744  *.’* 

Read  before  the  Royal  Society,  February  21,  1745. 


THERE  are  fome  fadls,  which  in  themfelves  are  of  fo  great  impor- 
tance to  mankind,  or  which  may  lead  to  fuch  ufeful  difcoveries,  that  it 
would  feem  to  be  the  duty  of  every  one,  under  whofe  notice  they  fall,  to  ren- 
der them  as  extenfively  public  as  it  is  poffible. 

The  cafe  which  gives  rife  to  the  following  remarks,  I apprehend,  is  of  this 
nature.  It  is  an  account  of  “ a man,  dead  in  appearance,  recovered  by  dif- 
" tending  the  lungs  with  air;  by  Mr.  William  Toffack,  Surgeon  in  Alloa;” 
printed  in  part  ii.  p.  605.  vol.  v.  of  the  Medical  Effays,  publifhed  by  a fociety 
of  gentlemen  at  Edinburgh;  an  abftradl  of  which  will  be  fufficient  in  this 
place ; thofe  who  defire  an  ampler  account  may  confult  the  article  itfelf. 

A perfon  fuffocated  by  the  naufeous  fleam  ariling  from  coals  fet  on  fire 
in  a pit,  fell  down  as  dead : he  lay  in  the  pit,  cc  between  half  ^.n  hour  and 
“ three  quarters,  and  was  then  dragged  up ; his  eyes  flaring  and  open,  his 
Cf  mouth  gaping  wide,  his  fkin  cold ; not  the  leafl  pulfe  in  either  heart  or  ar- 
“ teries,  and  not  the  lead  breathing  to  be  obferved.” 

In  thefe  circumflances,  the  furgeon,  who  relates  the  affair,  (c  applied  his 
<c  mouth  clofe  to  the  patient’s,  and,  by  blowing  flrongly,  holding  the  noflrils 
IC  at  the  fame  time,  raifed  his  chefl  fully  by  his  breath.  The  furgeon  im- 
“ mediately  felt  fix  or  feven  very  quick  beats  of  the  heart;  the  thorax  con- 
u tinued  to  play,  and  the  pulfe  was  foon  after  felt  in  the  arteries.  He  then 

* Philofophical  Tranfaftions,  N°  475.  p.  275. 
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«c  opened  a vein  in  his  arm;  which,  after  giving  a fmall  jet,  fent  out  the 
“ blood  in  drops  only  for  a quarter  of  an  hour,  and  then  he  bled  freely.  In 
tc  the  mean  time,  he  caufed  him  to  be  pulled,  pufhed,  and  rubbed,  as  much 
,e  as  he  could.  In  one  hour  the  patient  began  to  come  to  himfelf ; within  four 
tc  hours  he  walked  home;  and  in  as  many  days  returned  to  his  work.” 

There  were  many  hundred^  people,  fome  of  them  of  diftinCtion,  prefent 
at  the  time. 

This  is  the  fubftance  of  the  account ; from  whence  it  naturally  appears,, 
how  much  ought  to  be  attributed  to  the  fagaeity  of  the  furgeon  in  the  re- 
covery of  this  perfon.  Anatomifts,  it  is  true,  have  long  known,  that  an 
artificial  inflation  of  the  lungs  of  a dead  or  dying  animal  will  put  the  heart  in 
motion,  and  continue  it  fo  for  fome  time ; yet  this  is  the  firft  inftance  I re- 
member to  have  met  with,  wherein  the  experiment  was  applied  to  the  happy 
purpofe  of  refcuing  life  from  fuch  imminent  danger. 

Bleeding  has  hitherto  been  almolt  the  only  refuge  upon  thefe  occafions : if" 
this  did  not  fucceed,  the  patient  was  given  up.  By  bleeding,  it  was  pro- 
pofed  to  give  vent  to  the  ftagnating  blood  in  the  veins,  in  order  to  make  way 
for  that  in  the  arteries  a tergo , that  the  refiftance  of  the  heart  being  thus  di- 
minilhed,  this  mufcle  might  again  be  put  in  motion,. 

But,  in  too  many  inftances,  we  every  day  are  informed,  that  this  operation 
will  not  fucceed,  though  the  aperture  is  made  with  never  fo  much  fldll ; nor 
is  it  likely  that  it  lhould : when  the  blood  has  loft  confiderably  of  its  fluidity, 
the  motion  of  the  heart,  and  the  contractile  force  of  the  folids,  are  at  an  end. 

Chafing,  rubbing,  pulling,  the  application  of  ftimulants,  are  too  often  as 
ineffectual  as  bleeding. 

The  method  of  diftending  the  lungs  of  perfons,  dead  in  appearance,  hav- 
ing been  tried  with  fuch  fuccefs  in  one  inftance,  gives  juft  reafon  to  ex- 
peCt,  that  it  may  be  ufeful  to  others. 

It  may  be  a proper  enquiry.  In  what  cafes,  and  under  what  circumftances,. 
there  may  be  a profpeCt  of  applying  it  with  fuccefs  ? 

It  will  at  once  be  granted,  that  when  the  juices  are  corrupted,  where 
they  are  rendered  unfit  for  circulation  by  difeafes,  where  they  are  exhaufted, 
or  where  the  tone  and  texture  of  the  folids  is  injured  or  deftroyed,  it  would 
be  extreme  folly  to  think  of  any  expedient  to  recover  life. 

But  where  the  folids  are  whole,  and  their  tone  unimpaired  by  difeafes,  the 
juices  not  vitiated  by  any  other  caufe  than  a fhort  ftagnation ; where  there  is 
the  leaft  remains  of  animal  heat,  it  would  feem  wrong  not  to  attempt  fo  eafy 
an  experiment. 

This  defcription  takes  in  a few  difeafes,  but  a greater  number  of  acci- 
dents. Amongft  the  firft,  are  many  of  thofe  which  are  called  fudden  deaths 
from  fome  inviiible  caufe;  apoplexies,  fits  of  various  kinds,  as  hyftefics,  fyncopes, 
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and  many  other  diforders,  wherein,  without,  any  obvious  pre-indifpofition,  per- 
fona  in  a moment  fink  down  and  expire.  In  many  of  thefe  cafes  it  might  be  of 
ufe  to  apply  this  method  3 yet  without  neglefting  any  of  thofe  other  helps, 
which,  are  ufuali-y,  called  in  upon  thefe  melancholy  occafions. 

It  is  not  eafy  to  enumerate  all  the  various  cafualties,  in  which  this  method 
might  be  tried  not  without  a profpedl  of  fuccefs  ; fome  of  them  are  the  fol- 
lowingSuffocations  from  the  fulphureous  damps  of  mines,  coal-pits,  &c.  j 
the  condenfed  air  of  long,  unopened  wells,  or  other  fubterraneous  caverns  ; the 
noxious  vapours  afffing  from  fermenting  liquors  received  from  a narrow  vent.; 
the  fteam  of  burning  charcoal ; fulphureous  mineral  acids ; arfenical  effluvia, 
&c. 

Perhaps  thofe,  who  to  appearance  are  ilruck  dead  by  lightning* **,  or  any 
violent  agitation  of  the  pafflons,  as  joy,  fear,  furprize,  &c.  might  frequently 
be  recovered  by  this  Ample  procefs  of  ftrongly  blowing  into  the  lungs,  and 
by  that  means  once  more  communicating  motion  to  the  vital  organs. 

Malefadtors  executed  at  the  gallows  would  afford  opportunities  of  dif- 
covering  how  far  this  method  might  be  fuccefsful  in  relieving  fuch  as  may 
have  unhappily  become  their  own  executioners,  by  hanging  themfelves.  It 
might  at  lead:  be  tried,  if,  after  the  criminals  have  hung  the  ufual  time,  in- 
flating 

* The  following  extraordinary  inftance  of  recovery,  I have  inferted  from  the  Reports  of  the 
Humane  Society  for  the  year  1778,  p.  83  : it  is  one  of  thofe  cafes  of  recovery  that  cannot  be 
made-  top  extenfively  public.  Editor. 

“ On  Sunday  night,  July  5,  1778,  at  . about  half  pall  ten,  ,1  was  called  to  the  affillance  of 
“ Peter  Lucas,  aged  eighteen,  apprentice  to  Mr.  Hicks  in  White  Lyon-llreet,  Norton  Falgate, 
“ who  was  brought  home  upon  boards,  to  all  appearance  dead , from  a Itroke  of  lightning.  Upon 

**  entering  the  room,  and  examining  the  body,  I found  him  both  lliff  and  cold,  not  perceiv- 
“ ing  the  lead  warmth  in  any  part  of  the  body  or  extremities  : his  fingers  and  toes  were  con- 
“ tradled,  his  eyes  funk,  and  his  countenance  livid.  I immediately  with  affillance  llripped  off 
“ his  wet  cloaths,  and  with  all  ppffible  expedition  placed  him  between  blankets  made  very  hot, 
“ The  affillants  then  ufe.d  ftrong  fridtion  over  the  whole  body.  During  this,  I made  a very 
“ large  orifice  in  the  bazilic  vein,  and. procured. by  flow  degrees  near  twelve  ounces  of  blood.  Vo* 
“ latile  and  cardiac  medicines  were  forced  into  the  mouth,  but  for  a confiderable  time  to  no  ef- 
“ fedl,  he  being  totally  incapable  of  fwallowing.  Large  blillering  plaillers  were  applied,  to  the. 
“ whole  fpine  of  the  back,  and  to  both  the  feet.  In  half  an  hour  I procured  about  eight  ounces 
“ more  blood.,  and  by  the  repeated  ufe  of  volatiles,  together  with  the  llrongell  fridtions  the  whole 
**  time,  at  about  half  pail  eleven  I perceived  a very  flight,  convulfive  motion  of.  the  diaphragm, 
“ or.  hiccough;  which  was  fucceeded  fome  little  time  after  by  a flight  warmth  and  irregular 
“ pulfation  of  the  heart and  . foon  after  by  a very  flow  interrupted  refpiration.  Before  twelve 
“ I perceived  he  began  to  fwailow,  and  by  lleadily  ufing  the  fridtion  and. volatiles  for  an.  hour 
“ longer,  a regular  pulfation  enfued ; the. lungs  performed  their  office;  and  a gradual  heat,  and 
“ recovery  of  every  faculty  fucceeded.  About  one  he  fpoke,  though  not  articulately.  In  the. 
“ morning  he  was  in  a confiderable  fever,  in  great  meafure  accounted  for  by  the  ftimulus  of  the 
“ blifters,  and  the  medicines  applied  the  preceding  night : but  by  the  ufe  .of  antiphlogidic  regi=, 
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flaring  the  lungs  in  the  manner  propofed,  would  not  fometimes  bring  them  to 
life.  The  only  ill  confequence  that  could  accrue  from  a difcovery  of  this 
kind  would  be  eafily  obviated,  by  prolonging  the  prefent  allotted  time  of  fuf- 
penfion  *. 

But  this  method  would  feem  to  promife  very  much  in  aflifting  thofe  who 
have  been  fuffocated  in  the  water,  under  the  above-mentioned  circumftances  ; 
at  leaft,  it  appears  neceflary  to  recommend  a trial  of  it,  after  the  body  has  been 
difcharged  of  the  water  admitted  into  it,  by  placing  it  in  a proper  pofition, 
the  head  downwards,  prone,  and,  if  it  can  be,  acrofs  a barrel,  hoglhead,  or 
fome  fuch-like  convex  fupport,  with  the  utmofl:  expedition. 

It  does  not  feem  abfurd,  to  compare  the  animal  machine  to  a clock ; let  the 
wheels  whereof  be  in  never  fo  good  order,  the  mechanifm  complete  in  every 
part,  and  wound  up  to  the  full  pitch,  yet,  without  fome  impulfe  communicated 
to  the  pendulum,  the  whole  continues  motionlefs. 

Thus,  in  the  accidents  defcribed,  the  folids  are  fuppofed  to  be  whole  and 
elaftic,  the  juices  in  fufficient  quantities,  their  qualities  no  otherwife  vitiated 
than  by  a Ihort  ftagnation,  from  the  quiefcence  of  that  moving  fomething  which 
enables  matter  in  animated  bodies  to  overcome  the  refiftance  of  the  medium  it 
a£ts  in. 

Inflating  the  lungs,  and  by  this  means  communicating  morion  to  the  heart, 
like  giving  the  firffc  vibration  to  a pendulum,  may  poflibly,  in  many  cafes, 
enable  this  fomething  to  refume  the  government  of  the  fabric,  and  actuate  its 
organs  afrefh,  till  another  unavoidable  neceffity  puts  a flop  to  it  entirely. 

It  has  been  fuggefted  to  me,  by  fome  of  my  acquaintance,  that  a pair  of 
bellows  might  poflibly  be  applied  with  more  advantage  in  thefe  cafes,  than 

**  men,  together  with  occafional  laxatives,  he  was  reftored  to  the  enjoyment  of  perfect  health 
“ in  the  courfe  of  a week.  Upon  the  ftridleft  examination  of  the  body  when  firft  brought  home, 
“ no  external  injury  appeared,  except  a bruife  along  the  right  arm,  which  I prefume  he  received 
**  either  from  the  firll  fall,  or  at  the  time  of  being  placed  on  the  board  for  conveyance,  either,  I 
“ think,  fufficiently  accounting  for  fuch  appearance.  Upon  being  queftioned  as  to  what  had 
“ happened,  he  knew  nothing  but  from  the  teftimony  of  his  companion,  who  was  not  in  the  Ieaft 
“ affefted.  It  appears  that  they  had  been  at  Iflington,  and  were  on  their  return  caught  in  this 
“ ftorm  near  the  turnpike  at  the  London  Apprentice,  Hoxton ; at  which  time  the  above  Peter 
“ Lucas  was  ilruck  down  at  the  other’s  feet.  It  further  appears  from  the  bell  calculation,  that 
**  before  he  (James  Jaques)  could  procure  afliftance,  to  have  him  conveyed  home,  and  make 
« application  to  me,  an  hour  at  leaft  mull  have  elapfed,  during  all  which  time  he  was  in 
“ very  heavy  rain. 

“ I am.  Sec. 

“ White  Lyon-Jlreet,  “ J.  Milward.” 

“ Norton  Falgate. 

Reports  of  the  Humane  Society  for  the  Year  1773. 

* The  Reports  of  the  Humane  Society  furnilh  us  with  many  inllances  of  recovery  of  hanged 
perfons,  who  had  been  apparently  dead  for  a confiderable  time.  Editor. 
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the  blaft  of  a man’s  mouth ; but  if  any  perfon  can  be  got  to  try  the  charitable 
experiment  by  blowing,  it  would  feem  preferable  to  the  other,  for  the  follow- 
ing reafons  : ift.  As  the  bellows  may  not  be  at  hand.  2dly.  As  the  lungs  of  one 
man  may  bear,  without  injury,  as  great  a force  as  thofe  of  another  man  can 
exert;  which  by  the  bellows  cannot  always  be  determined.  3dly.  As  the 
warmth  and  moifture  of  the  breath  would  be  more  likely  to  promote  the  cir- 
culation, than  the  chilling  air  forced  out  of  a pair  of  bellows. 

To  conclude,  as  I apprehend  the  method  above  defcribed  may  conduce 
to  the  faving  a great  many  lives,  as  it  is  practicable  by  every  one  who  hap- 
pens to  be  prefent  at  the  accident,  without  lofs  of  time,  without  expence,  with 
little  trouble,  and  lefs  fkill ; and  as  it  is,  perhaps,  the  only  expedient  of  which 
it  can  be  juftly  faid,  that  it  may  poffibly  do  great  good,  but  cannot  do 
harm ; I thought  it  of  fo  much  confequence  to  the  public,  as  to  deferve  to 
be  recommended  in  this  manner  to  your  notice.  For  though  it  is  already  pub- 
lifhed  in  a work  which  is  generally  read  by  the  faculty;  yet,  perhaps,  it 
may  be  overlooked  by  fome,  forgot  by  others,  and  perhaps,  after  all  the  care 
that  can  be  taken,  it  may  never  come  to  the  knowledge  of  a tenth  of  thofe. 
who  ought  not  to  be  ignorant  of  it. 

P.  S.  As  the  reprefentation  of  an  extraordinary  faCt  may  perhaps  induce 
fome  to  try  the  experiment,  when  occafions  like  thofe  which  are  fpecified  in 
the  above  remarks  occur,  it  is  hoped,  that  humanity  will  prompt  all  fuch  to 
favour  the  public  with  an  account  of  their  fuccefs,  with  the  principal  circum- 
llances  that  attended.  And,  as  the  writer  of  thefe  remarks  has  embarked  in 
the  defign  of  rendering  this  fad  diffufively  known,  he  would  be  glad  to  have 
it  in  his  power  to  inform  the  public,  that  numerous  experiments  confirm 
what  this  cafe  fuggells,  viz.  the  poflibility  of  faving  a great  many  lives,  without 
Hiking  any  thing.. 

White-hart  Court;, 

Gracechurch-Street, 

Seplember  1744* 
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De  Diaphragmate  fifTo,  et  mutatis  quorundatn  Vifcerum 
Sedibus,  in  Cadavere  Puellae  decem  Menfium  obfei- 
vatis ; Epiftola  * 

RICHARDO  MEAD 
JOANNES  FOTHERGILL,  S. 


UUM  non  ita  pridem  de  cafu  quodam,  ut  mihi  videbatur,  omnino  fin- 


gulari,  coram  te  verba  facerem,  ipfe  aucftor  eras,  vir  clariflime,  ut  inte 


gram  rei  hiftoriam  literis  confignarem.  Confilio  igitur  tuo  morigerus  opus 
aggrefius  fum  ; eoque  lubentius,  prout  mini  perfuafum  eft,  id  minus  ingratum 
multis  fore,  ft  in  publicum  prodiret,  quod  tibi  privatim  non  difplicuiflet. 
Tantum  fiquidem  et  merito  ab  omnibus  tribuitur  illius  audfcoritati,  cui  nihil 
-antiquius,  optatius  nihil,  quam  bonis  quibufcunque  artibus,  de  civibus  fuis, 
de  humano  genere,  optime  mereri.  Quo  autem  clarius  tota  res  patefcat,  ab 
ovo,  uti  dicitur,  exordiri  animus  eft,  eorum  omnium  hiftoriam  exponens, 
quorum  teftis  eram,  fide,  fimplicitate,  qua  pofiim,  maxima. 

Foemina  generofa  1 1 circiter  annorum,  tarn  ingenio  acri  et  vivido  quam 
forma  fpeftabilis,  habitus  proceri  et  gracilis,  temperiei  ad  fanguineam  ver- 
gentis,  firma  fatis,  ut  plurimum,  fanitate  felix,  quinto  poft  conceptionem 
circiter  menfe,  primo  prsegnans  abortum  fecit. 

Magno  fuo  malo  id  ei  contigit,  dum  in  cognati  villa  longe  a fuis  difiita 
hofpitio  excipitur.  Proxima,  re  jubente,  obftetrix  advocatur,  quie  artis  cum 
primis  ignara,  et  duris  tantummodo  ruricolarum  ilibus  afiueta,  uterum  tenellulte 
eoufque  duriter  tradlavit,  ut  ex  vafis  laceratis  immane  adeo  fanguinis  pro- 
fiuvium  exciverit,  quantum  ars  fiftere  non  valuit,  ufque  demum  donee  gra- 
viffima  fuperveniens  Lei-popjychia  tarn  fluidorum  motum,  quam  folidorum 
vim,  impraefentiarum  fuftulit. 

Tandem  vero  revixit,  atque  ita  convaluit,  ut  ore  ac  membris  in  pallor em  al~ 
bentibus , ofientui  ejfet  multum  vitalis  Jpiriius  egejlum. 


\ ) 


* Philofophical  Tranfadions,  N°  478,  p.  11.  Read  before  the  Roya'  Society,  June  16,  1745* 
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1 54  Epiflola  de  Diaphragmate  fijjb , &c» 

Ex  tantis  autem  malis  vix,  et  ne  vix  quidem  eludata  eft,  antequam  de  novo 
fit  gravida.  MiferaiU  vero  forte  rm  qua  per  totum  graviditatis  decurfum- 
affligatur,  referre  piget f gravilfima  namque  inala,  quae  uterum  gerentes  exer- 
cere  folent,  hsc  noftram  et  peflime  exercuerunt. 

Puellulam  tamen  et  fuo  tempore  enixa  eft,  cujus  ad  hiftoriam,  rebus  mater- 
nis  feliciter  compofitis,  quoad  morbos,  mortem,  et  cadaveris  fedionem,  per- 
tinuerit,  referendam  me  accingo. 

Recens  natas  forma  culpa  omni  carere  videbatur : parvula  erat  et  p.ufilla, 
cujufque  cutis  jufto  flaccidior,  et  aliquatenus  rugofior,  fe  fuo  nutrimento 
parcius  potitam  teftabanturj  quod  nemini  matris  hiftoriam  penfitanti  mirum 
videbitur. 

Refpiratio  a principio  ei  erat  jufto  paullulum  frequentior,  paucifque  poft 
diebus  accedit,  tauquam  a correpto  frigore,  gravedo,  cum  ingenti  laticis  mucoft 
ex  ore,  et  oculis,  et  naribus  profluvio,  quod  quoties  ubera  nutricis  ducere  co- 
ada  eft,  fere  fpiritum  infanti  prseclufit.  Et  hinc  fgepius  lachrymae,  hinc  etiam, 
irse,  graviores  quidem  quam  adeo  tenene  aetati  contingere  folent  quaeque 
fsepius  praefentibus  metum  injecerunt,.  ne,  cum  furore  brevi,  fimul  et  extre- 
mum halitum  efflaret, 

Commodis  vero  medicamentis,  alvum  prsecipue  leniter  ducentibus,  a grave- 
dine  utcunque  liberari  videbatur : viribus  etiam  cum  mole  pedetentim  audis, 
in  fpem  addudi  funt  parentes  olim  delicatulae.  fanitatem  magis  conftantem,- 
fore. 

Saspius  tamen  quam  in  plerifque  aliis  infantibus  folet,  ex  improvifo  vomitio 
earn  corripit : ejeda  nec  cibum  crudurn  referunt,  nec  codum„  fed  pultem 
quad  purulentam,  interdum  acidum,  faepe  fetidum  redolentem : dejediones 
etiam  jufto  frequentiores  et  ejufdem  omnino  indolis  erant.  Refpiratio  interim 
frequens,  laboriofa,  noduque.  difficillima.  Haec  eo  magis  integrce  falutis* 
fpem  minuebant,  quo  minus  aufcultabant  remediis,  quae  in  hujufmodi  malis, 
plerumque  opem  ferre  folent. 

Septimo  tandem  circiter  menfe,  exanthemata  quaedam  five  tubercula  per 
faciem  imprimis,  deinde  per  collum,  humeros,  thoracem,  et  ad  extremos 
manuum  digitos,  difteminata  funt.  Erant  rotunda,  pulicum  inftar  morfus 
lata,  rubentia,  duriufcula,  pruritu  moleftiflima,  fenfim  in  veficulas  parvas, 
fero  tenui  pellucido  tandem  repletas,  elevata  : quae  in  fquamas  furfureas  tan- 
dem exficcata,  decidebant,  relidis  veftigiis  livido-rubellis  diu  permanentibus. 

Haec  in  confpedum  venerunt  paucorum  poft  dierum  febriculam  quum 
vero  neque  ortu,  neque  deceffu  juftum  aliquem  typum  fervaverunt,  pruriebant 
demum  infenfiftime,  et  nova  Temper  feges  demdfam  fubfecuta  eft,  diuturnum 
fore  malum  exiftimabam,  altiufque  radices  egifie,  quam  quae  febre  inordinata 
eruendae  forent : quumque  exanthematum  prorumpentium  vis  atque  pruritus 
indies  augeretur,  ab  impuro  aliquo  hofpite,  vitium  humoribus  inferente,  mor- 

bum 


Epijlola  de  Diapbragmate  jijfo,  &c,  155 

'bum  increments  capere  putabam.  Ad  purgantia  itaque  mitiffima,  acidum  aut 
acre  obtundentia,  eaque  quas  ad  vifcidum  folvendum  apta  viderentur,  confugi ; 
et  ne  forte  vidtus  ratio,  quanquam  nutrici  optime,  minus  tamen  molli  alum- 
nulae  competeret,  utrafque  non  nifi  jufculis,  carnibus  tenerrimis,  et  id  genus 
codtu  facillimis  alendas  juffi.  Hinc  tuberculorum  numerus,  pruritus,  caetera^ 
que  mala  brevi  diminuta  fueruntj  atque  dubia  hucufque  falus  quodammodo 
ftabilita. 

Decimi  vitae  mentis  initium  attigerat,  quum  parentum  juflu  nutrix  par- 
vulam  abladtare  fategit.  Hoc  fine  magna  moleftia  tulit : die  fexto,  propter 
alvum  paulo  aftridtiorem,  afiuetum  fibi  folutivum  haufit,  unde  bis  dejecit,  et 
bene  fe  habuit. 

Sub  vefperam  enormi  vomitione  corripitur,  ex  nulla  quantum  patuit  caufa 
oriunda,  quae  fine  ulla  fere  intermiffione  mifellam  laceflebat,  donee  trageedia 
per  24  horas  circiter  adta,  vitas  brevis  feenam  claufit. 

Cundta,  quibus  ufa  eft  medicamenta,  fingulatim  referre  haud  opus  eft.  Tam 
notis  plerifque,  quam  novis  auxiliis,  intus,  foras,  novo  et  pertinaci  malo 
obviam  itum  eft.  Pras  aliis  ;per  totum  vitse  (nam  et  idem  erat  morbi  ter- 
minus) decurfum,  profuerunt  tindtura  rhabarbari  ex  aqua  cinamomi  tenui 
parata,  parca  et  fepius  repetita  dofi  exhibita ; et  lindlus  ex  oleo  amygdalino, 
fyrupo  pedtorali  et  fapone  pauciffimo  eonfedlus.  In  ipfis  vero  extremis  an- 
goribus  ad  vomitum  fedandum  adhibita  funt  ea  quse  acidum  aut  acre  tern- 
perare,  obtundere  folent ; aromata  grata,  mitillima,  anodyna,  demum  et  ipfa 
foporifera,  at  fruftra  omnia:  alvus  interea  nec  fponte  foluta  eft,  neque  ullis 
cefiit  irritamentis. 

Atrocis  morbi  caufas  atque  fedes  rimari  animus  erat ; quod,  impetrata  venia, 
poftridie  aggredior  j priufquam  vero  ad  difledtionem  manus  admoveo,  praeci- 
puorum  fymptomatum  confpedtum,  quibufeum  a carceribus  ad  metam  ufque 
colludlabatur,  coranrfiftere  haud  forte  abfonum  videbitur. 

1.  Pulfus  nunquam  non  turbatus  erat,  parvulus,  tremulus,  frequentiflimus. 

2.  Refpiratio  femper  naturali  crebrior,  nodtu  quam  interdiu  difficilior. 

3.  Id  quoque  obfervandum,  quo  laxior  amidtus,  etiam  interdiu,  eo  crebrior 
refpiratio ; quanto  veftis  ardtior  thoracem  et  abdomen  cingens,  tan  to  erat 
refpiratio  naturali  fimilior. 

4.  Decumbenti  etiam  eadem  adtio  difficilior;  inde  evenit,  ut  poftquam 
primum  carpfiflet  fomnum,  caetera  noclis  pars  plerumque  fedenti  in  gremio 
nutricis  abiit. 

5.  Tuffis,  inquietudo,  febricula,  plus  minus,  dum  ad  fanitatem  proxime 
accedere  vifa  eft,  nodtu  aderant,  et  femper  quam  interdiu  moleftiores. 

6.  Vomitiones  frequentes  fine  caufa  evidenti  fepius  earn  fatigabant : egefta, 
cruda,  et  varia ; nunc  acida,  nunc  putrefeentia,  fubpinguia,  fetida, 

7.  Dejedtiones  furfum  egeftis  fimillimse. 

X 2 


8.  Carnium 


156  Epiftola  de  Diaphragmate  jiffo,  &c. 

8.  Carnium  quolibet  modo  praeparatarum  odor,  vomitiofles  crudeles  haud 
raro  ciebat  ; tanto  tamque  infelici  fenfu  prasdita  erat. 

9.  Quoties  alvus  aftridior,  toties  major  aderat  ad  vomendum  proclivitasj 
at  ventris  fiuxus  quandoque  enormis  et  diuturnus  plus  damni  intulit,  quam 
vomitio. 

10.  Urinam  infigni  imbutam  efte  acrimonia  docuit  odor,  fpiritus  inftar 
urinofi  plerumque  acris : linteamina  colore  flavo  tingebantur. 

11.  Et  cutis  quandoque  fimili  tindura  fuffufa  eft. 

12.  Humor  ifte,  qui  pone  aures  infantum  excerni  folet,  in  noftra  etiam 
maxime  fetidus  erat. 

1-3.  Ingenium  ei  erat  mite,  pladdum,  et  malorum  patiens : ft  quando  autem 
accenfa  efiet  ira,  mirum  quantum  excandefceret  v-  pari  tamen  celeritate  ex- 
tinguebatur,  alioquin  a fuffocatione  illico  periiflet’. 

Crederet,  opinor,  unufquifque  rerum  medicarum  gnarus,  ex  hiftoria  jam 
tradita  morbum  efie  infolitum  j vim  ventriculi  imprimis  labefadatam ; tur- 
batas  fecretiones,  vitiatum  fanguinem,  pulmones.  male  fundos  officio ; forts 
et  hepar  culpa  non  caruifie.  Quis  vero  unquam  conjeduris  afiecutus  efiefc 
divifum  fuifie  feptum  tranfverfum ; per  ejus  rimam  in  ipfa  pedoris  pene- 
tralia ventriculi  amplam  portionem  et  inteftinorum  partem  inftgnem  irrupifte  ? 
Haec  vero  et  plura  docuit  ipfa  cadaveris  diftedio,  quam  poftero  mane,  comite 
H.  Delanoy  Pigot,  chirurgo  Wandfworthienfi  perito,  inftitui. 

Corpufculumexfuccum,  et  mirum  in  modum  unius  N intervallo  exina- 
nitum  luftramus.  Quoad  partium  formam  et  magnitudinem  omnia  rede,  nift 
quod  thorax  naturali  longior  videretur  et  anguftior : coftse  fiquidem,  minus 
quam  folent  oblique  pofitas,  ad  corporis  axin  redius  fpedabant. 

Ilia  finiftra  livor  occupaverat,  tanquam  gangrasna  fuiftfent  affeda : circa 
humeros  et  brachia  haud  paucte  veficufe  cernebantur;  quarum  alias  liquore 
rubello,  alfe  viridefcenti,  flavefcenti  alias  fcatebanr, 

Divifam  cutem,  mufeulofque  tenues  fubtus  jacentes,  tunica  cellularis  omni: 
omnino  adipe  vacua  intercurrebat. 

Ventre  aperto,  inferior  omenti  margo  ne  vel  minima  fteta  pinguedine,  vix- 
que  ad  umbilicum  protenfa  in  confpedum-  venit.  Inteftinorum  etiam  te^ 
nuium  portio,  imufque  ventriculi  fundus;  deinde  hepar  magnum  pallefcens. ; 
fub  cu]us  cofta  latebat  vefica  fellea,  ampla,  turgida*  fundo  furfum,  cervice 
deorfum  redius  quam  in  fanis  folitum  fpedante.  Hasc  forfice  reclufa  bills 
fpiflas,  nigricantis  ferme  fefcunciam  effudit : at  quanquam  ex  plaga  patula 
haud  fine  preflura;  ufque  adeo  crafia  tenaxque  erat.  Vicina  omnia  fumma 
fiavedine  tingebantur.  Ileon  inteftinum  hinc  inde  inflammari  videbaturi 
Colon  fuo  loco  abfuit : fplen,  renes,  reliqua,  fana. 

Refciffis  deinde  cute  mufculifque,  caute  fternum  ad  jugulum  ufque  divid> 
iritis,  Aft  didudis  plagas  marginibus,  fpedaculo,  quantum  noyi,  nunquam 
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antea  vifo,  percellimur.  In  finiftrum  quippe  pedoris  antrum,  magna  ventricuH 
portio  fefe  intruferat,  tarn  pulmonum  lobos,  quam  ipfum  pericardium,  et  in 
eo  cor,  ex  integro  abfcondens. 

Didudo  tandem  ventriculo,  quid  fubtus  lateret  infpeduri,  ilei  partem  tres 
circiter  palmas  longam ; caecum,  ejufque  appendicem,  una  cum  coli  portione 
haud  parva,  omnia  uno  eodemque  teda  hofpitio  detegimus. 

Rei  novitate  commotus,  omnia  rurfus  intueor;  anceps  ne  forte  vulnus  inter 
fecandum  diaphragmati  inflidum  vifceribus  portarn  aperuifiet.  At  infpedio 
quam  maxime  accurata  dubium  omnino  fuftulit;  docuitque  id  olim  fiflum, 
divifum  vel  perruptum  fuifle : nam  fepti  hiantis  margines  perfede  occaliuere ; 
neque  ullibi  confpicienda  erant  plagae  recentis  indicia. 

Quum  itaque  conftabat  nuilam  a nobis  diaphragmati  illatam  fuifle  vim, 
cunda  in  locis  quibus  antea  collocata  erant  ftudiofe  reponimus,  fingulatim 
omnia  et  adhibita>  diligentia  luftraturi. 

Septum  tranfverfum  ab  ofle  fterno,  et  cartilaginibus  anterius  diremptum,  e£ 
ad  centrum  ufque  tendinofum,  divifum,  retradumque,  arcum  lunatum  tenfum 
formaverat;  cujus.  cornua  ad  coftarum  fines  cartilaginofcs,  dextro  latere  fterno 
propius,  remotius  finiftro,  pertingebant::  ficque  finus  effedus  eft  inaequalis, 
finiftro  quam  dextro  latere  patentior- 

Per  hunc  amplum  finum,.  fublata  vifcera,  In  finiftro  thoracis  angulo,  inter 
coftas  et  cordis  apicem  tutas  adeo  adepta  funt  latebras,  ut  neque  proprio  pon- 
dere,  neque  valida  fuccuflione,  neque  mutato,  quacunque  demum  ratione,, 
corporis  fitu,  in  priftinas  fedes  unquam  deduci  potuifie  judicabam  : In  priJHnas 
dico,  quoniam  primitus  ante  partum  fie  fita  fuifte  haud  temere  credendum  eft. 
Ln  ipfo  etenim  partU:  malum  accidifte,  plurima  funt  quae,  ut  ita  credam,  fa- 
ciunt. 

Saccus  ille  ventriculi,  qui  ingefta  per  cefophagum  immediate  accipit,  multo 
quam  folet  amplior,  fuum  locum  obtinebat  j folito  etiam  pallidior  et  tenuior  : 
rel-iqua  pars  furfum  protrufa,  deinde  oblique  retrorfum,  fupra  fepti  arcum  elc* 
vabatur ; in  ipfo  tamen  tranfitu  a margine  fepti  anguftatum  notavimus. 

Has  tandem  emenfus  fauces  in  amplum  fatis  utriculum  rurfus  excrevit ; qui 
arcuato  fepto,  tanquam  fcamno  incumbens,  omnem  pedoris  finiftri  ambitum 
fibi  vindicabat.  Corculum  interea,  nam  tale  revera  fuit,  fupra  ipfam  dorfi  fpi- 
nam  detruferat  j pulmonumque  lobos  ejufdem  lateris  eoufque  coardaverat, 
ut  omnino  fedibus  pulfos,  aut  nuilos  fuifle,  pene  crediderimus. 

Pylorus  ex  hoc  utriculo  juxta  tertiam  coftam  emergens,  et  finuofa  flexura 
deorfum  vergens,  in  duodenum  abiit;  quod,  qua  parte  fepti  jugum  in  defcenfu 
tranfivit,  et  ipfum  coanguftari  debuerat,  quotiefcunque,  ventriculus  aut  cibis 
aut  flatibus  intumuit.  Quumque  ita  a naturali  curfu  devium  aberrare  necefle 
habuit,  nil  mirum  fi  dudus  communis  biliarius,  a redo  inteftini  itinere  tenfus 
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et  fere  connivens,  fuo  Temper  munere  fungi  non  poterat : hinc  cutis,  hinc  urina 
quandoaue  aifcolores  et  hinc  fine  bile  dejedtiones. 

Tubi  inteftinalis  anfradlus  prefte  fequentes  iterum  in  thoracis  antra  du- 
cimur : nam  fupra  ipfum  aiaphragma,  et  pone  ventriculum,  portio  ilei  aliquot 
palmas  longa  convoluta  delimit : exitum  finemve  quaerentibus  in  confpedlum 
venit  appendix  vermiformis,  et  caecum  fecibus  diftentum,  amplum,  incum- 
bente  ventriculi  mole  comprefium,  ejufque  nifu  extremo  antri  angulo  adapta- 
tum  : denique  annexa  coli  pars  circiter  dimidia,  crebris  et  profundis  linubus 
notabilis. 

Qua  parte  colon  tenfum  fepti  limbum  fuperabat,  id  tantum  non  abfcifium 
-invenimus  nam  ventri cuius  faepius  repletus,  cedentis  inteftini  latera  contra 
membranae  renitentis  marginem  obfiftens,  ea  ita  attriverat,  leu  premendo  an- 
guftaverat,  ut  ne  quidem  fecibus  craffioribus  trajiciendis  aptum  videbatur. 

His  demum  attente  perfpedtis,  cetera  ejufdem  cavi  contenta  exquirere 
fategimus  ; et  fub  firma  teftos  membrana,  quam  mediaftini  parietem  effe  finif- 
trum  judicavimus,  pulmonum  lobulos  detegimus,  arftilTime  poftics  thoracis 
regioni  undique  non  adhaerentes  modo,  at  firmiter  agnafcentes  dudum  officio 
fuo  defuiffe  videbantur.  Plexus  praeterea  fibrarum  validus,  ex  membrana  cel- 
lulofa  quali  contextus,  totam  lobulorum  compagem,  pleurasque  fuperficiem  lie 
intercedebat,  ut  nulla  ratione  feipfos  expandere  valerent  pulmones,  li  a tergo 
liberum  movendi  fpatium  permififient  inteftina  et  ventriculi  portio. 

Alterius  deinde  lateris  cavum  excutimus,  et  pertufa  membrana  firma,  quam 
pro  altera  mediaftini  plica  habuimus,  pulmo  dexter  fanus  fatis  et  integer  fefe 
prodidit ; quique  proculdubio  utriufque  munere  diu  perfun<ftus  eft. 

Paulo  infra  pulmonis  marginem  inferiorem,  fupra  diaphragma,  faccus  erat 
quafi  ex  membrana  cellulari  conflatus,  qui,  forficc  apertus,  binas  circiter 
uncias  liquoris  fiavo-viridantis,  albuminis  inftar  gelatinofi,  loculamentis  mem- 
branaceis  contenti,  profudit.  Num  ex  hoc  fonte  profluxerat  ifta  fanies,  quae  in- 
domabilem  tuberculorum  vim,  faciem,  collum,  caeterafque  partes  fedantem., 
enutriverat  ? Ita  quidem  verofimile  videtur ; nam  liquidi  in  utrifque  color 
idem  erat. 

Pericardium  proxime  referatur,  quod  et  ipfum  liquore  fimili  fcatebat : 
effiuxit  quippe  ex  apertura  ad  duas  fere  uncias  humor  deferipto,  modo  paul- 
lulum  tenuior  magifque  flavefeens,  fimillimus. 

Cor  erat  exiguum,  taftui  durum,  et  in  bina  aequalia  quafi  loculamenta 
diferetum  : hie  enim  auricula  dextra  fanguine  diftenta,  vix  cordi  magnitudine 
cederet;  ibi  ventriculi  cruore  atro  pauco  craffiffimo  fanfti : inter  utrofque 
vinculi  partes  agunt  vafa  ccronaria,  cordis  bafin  ar<fte  adftringentia. 

Ex  fefla  auricula  cruor  aterrimus,  fpilfus,  corio  tenaci  opertus  exprimitur ; 
ipfius  facci  latera  ex  venulis  varicofis  livefeentibus  tantum  non  conftare 
videbantur. 
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Ssepius  inter  fecandum  tam  cafu,  quam  dedita  opera,  majores  venas  pertu- 
dimus,  at  nunquam  alias,  tam  parum  fariguinis  efHuxifte  memini,  ifque  erat 
craftus  et  niger,  tanquam  fero  omni  et  diiuente  lympha  orbatus. 

Luftratis  jam  et  fua  fede  vifceribus,  ventriculum  eximere  partemque  intefti- 
norum  libitum  eft,  ut  quantum  ad  formam  fttumque  mutata  efient,  exploratum 
haberem : dum  vero  manus  operse  admoveo,  leniterque  ventriculi  fundum 
prehendo,  ecce  omnino  putris,  et  ne  tactus  quidem  levis  patiens,  pars  ima  intra 
digitos  collabafcit. 

Nulla  aderant  inflammationis  gangrtenofte  indicia:  non  rubor,  non  ftriae, 
nulla  ftigmata  livefcentia : omnis  albore  pallet,  et  fic  tam  nulla  vi  in  tabem 
defluebat,  ut  potius  acribus  erofam,  vel  humidis  laxatam  fuifte  compagem, 
quam  gangraena  corruptam  judicarem. 

Nec  intuenti  ventriculi  fitum  hoc  abfonum  videbitur.  Heic  enim  ex  imo 
vifceris  hujus  fundo,  ad  fummum  pylori  jugum,  afcenfus  omnino  acclivis : in 
noftra  etiam  fublata  erat  vis  fepti  renitens,  cujus  ope  in  altum  attolli  unice 
valuerant  ventriculi  contenta  : plus  itaque  la’boris  mufculis  ventris  folis  pera- 
gendum  erat,  quod  quam  in  aliis  peragitur,  fociato  diaphragmatis  nixu, 
Ingefta  proculdubio  fuam  fequi  indolem,  favente  mora  et  quiete  debuerant  5 
quibus  conditionibus  ft  addamus  perpetuum  humoris  gaftrici  ftillicidium  in 
unum  quafi  ventriculi  pundtum,  tam  vomitus  funefti  ortum,  quam  putredinis 
caufam  perfpedlam  habere  poftumus. 

Hinc  quoque  manifeftum  erit,  quare  nodlu  quam  in-terdiu,  procumb'ens 
quam  eredla,  laxe  quam  ardte  veftita,  pejus  fe  habuit : et.  quantas  anxietates, 
tegritudines,  et  moleftias,  pati  oportuit,  quoties.  fttus  horizontalis,  habitufque 
parum  ftridlus,  afcenfum  facilem  cibis  in  pedtora  praebuere  r Cor  ipfum  mole 
prsegravari  necefie  erat  ■,  ludtamque  dubiam  contra  hoftes  irruentes  folum  fuf- 
tinere. 

Tradita  hucufque  rerum  hiftoria  fymptomatum  explicationem  prornptam, 
ni  fallor,  reddidit,  ideoque  mihi  fupervacaneam : fupereft  tantum  modo,  ut 
aliqua,  quae  in  mentem  mihi Taepius  morbum  immedicabilem  penfttanti  vene- 
mnt,  at  paucifllmis,  referam. 

1.  Patet  enim  imprimis,  animal  pofte  vivere,  vegere,  l^tari,  et  quodam- 
modo  valere,  cui  finditur  vel  difrumpitur  diaphragma. 

2;  Ideoque  minus  huic  metuendum,  in  pedlcre  pertundendo,  quoties 
empyema  aut  hydrops  remedium  anceps  experiri  fuadeant. 

3.  Ita  affedtum  efie  diaphragma,  (r.)  ft  ampla  hianfque  plaga  fuerit,  forte, 
dignofcendum,  ex  ipfa  thoracis  figura  produdtiore,  minus  obliquo  coftarum 
fttu^  et  laefa  ftmul  refpiratione. 

4.  In  morbis  infantum,  quorum  Datura  videatur  reconditior,  ex  2ccurata 
partium  externarurn  contemplatione,  indagine,  fortaffts  aliquid  lu-cis  elici 
quest : ideoque  nequaquam  praetermittendum. 
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5.  Quotiefcunque  tubercula,  puftulas  exanthemata,  fingularem  aliquam  cor- 
poris regionem  occupant,  ibi  fubtus,  in  vicinia,  malum  fomitem  latere  fufpi- 
candum. 

'St a tandem  cafum,  nulla  arte  fanabilem,  £t  forte  nimia  diligentia  expofui ; 
id  vero  asgre  te  laturum  haud  quidem  exiftimo:  nollent  enim  nefcire  cordatiores 
in  arte  viri,  quibus  ex  caufis  prasmatura  mors  fuperveniat,  quotiefcunque  ca- 
davera  luftrandi  copia  conceditur : ipfos  etenim  medentes  non  folum  rerum 
gnaros  peritofque  reddit,  verum  etiam  tarn  orbatis  dolorem  minuit,  quam 
dedecus  aufert  arti,  palam  perfpedtum  habere,  nullis  remediis,  nulla  ope,  ne 
quidem  tua,  fupremam  fortem  potuifie  protrahi. 

Vale,  vir  candide,  diuque  felix  orbi  interfis,  bonarum  artium  patronus,  me- 
<iicasque  juventutis  pater  atque  princeps. 
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Ruptured  Diaphragm , and  a Change  in  the  Situation  of 
fome  Vifcera , ohferved  in  the  Body  of  a Female  Child 
Fen  Months  old ; 

AD  DRESSED  TO 

RICHARD  MEAD . 


WHEN  I lately  made  mention,  in  thy  prefence,  of  a cafe  which  ap- 
peared to  me  altogether  fingular,  thou  advifedfl  that  I fhould  commit 
the  whole  hiftory  of  it  to  paper : I have  therefore  attempted  to  comply  with 
thy  advice ; and  this  I have  done  the  more  willingly,  as  being  certain,  that 
what  had  not  difpleafed  thee  in  private,  would  be  agreeable  to  many  if  made 
public.  Thus  much  will  certainly  be  attributed,  and  that  with  juftice,  to  the 
authority  of  a man,  whofe  deareft  obje6t  and  ftrongeft  wifhes  are,  to  deferve 
well  of  every  ufeful  art,  of  his  fellow  citizens,  and  of  human-kind  in 
general. 

But  that  the  cafe  may  appear  more  clear,  I intend  to  commence  my  hif- 
tory from  the  firfb  origin  of  it,  giving  a relation  of  every  thing  I was  \vit- 
nefs  of,  with  all  the  fidelity  and  fimplicity  in  my  power. 

A woman,  about  twenty-one  years  of  age,  of  a genteel  family,  refpedlable 
both  for  her  keen  lively  wit  and  agreeable  perfon,  of  a tall  {lender  habit,  a 
temperament  verging  towards  the  fanguineous,  generally  happy  in  moderate 
health,  mifcarried,  about  the  fifth  month  of  pregnancy  of  her  firfb  child. 

Unfortunately  for  her,  this  happened  while  fhe  was  on  a vifit  to  a rela- 
tion, in  a village  far  diftant  from  her  friends  and  home.  The  cafe  being 
urgent,  the  neareft midwife  was  called  in;  who  being  in  great  meafure  ignorant 
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of  the  art,  and  only  ufed  to  the  robuft  women  of  the  country,  treated  the 
uterus  of  this  delicate  perfon  fo  rudely,  that  fhe  excited  from  the  lacerated 
reffels  an  hasmorrhagy,  or  flooding,  fo  violent  that  no  art  could  flop  it : at 
length  a moft  alarming  Jyncope , or  fainting,  fupervened,  which,  for  the  pre- 
fent,  both  took  off  the  motion  of  the  fluids  and  the  adtion  and  force  of  the  fo- 
lids.  After  fome  time,  however,  fhe  revived,  and  at  length  recovered,  but 
in  fuch  a manner,  that  the  palenefs  of  her  face  and  limbs  evidenced  great 
lofs  of  the  vital  fpirits. 

She  was  fcarcely  recovered  from  thefe  great  misfortunes,  when  fhe  again 
became  pregnant ; but  it  would  be  melancholy  to  relate  her  miferable  condition, 
through  the  whole  courfe  of  her  pregnancy  ; all  the  moft  dangerous  com- 
plaints which  ufually  afflict  pregnant  women,  afflidted  our  patient  in  the  worft 
degree. 

At  the  proper  time,  however,  fhe  was  brought  to  bed  of  a girl ; whofe  hiftory, 
with  refpedt  to  difeafes,  death,  and  opening  the  body  (the  circumftances  of 
the  mother  having  terminated  happily)  I now  undertake  to  relate. 

The  body  of  the  new-born  infant  feemed  free  from  fault : it  was,  however, 
little  and  weakly ; its  fkin  too  flaccid,  and  fomewhat  too  much  wrinkled, 
which  evidenced  its  having  received  too  little  nouriftiment ; but  no  one  will 
wonder  at  this,  who  confiders  the  hiftory  given  of  the  mother. 

The  refpiration  of  the  infant  was  too  frequent  from  its  birth,  and  a few  days 
after  came  on  a fluffing  and  heavinefs  of  the  head,  as  if  from  having  caught 
cold,  with  a confiderable  excretion  of  a watery  mucus  from  the  eyes,  nofe,  and 
mouth,  which,  as  often  as  it  was  obliged  to  fuck,  almoft  threatened  fuffo- 
cation.  On  this  account  it  would  cry,  and  go  into  more  violent  paffions  than 
is  ufual  at  fo  tender  an  age ; fo  that  the  attendants  would  often  fear,  left  in  a 
lhort  guft  of  paffion  it  ffiould  expire. 

By  proper  medicines,  efpecially  gentle  laxatives,  it  feemed  in  fome  mea- 
fure  freed  from  the  cold  and  fluffing  of  the  head : ftrength  alfo  gradually  in- 
creafed  as  it  grew  bigger,  and  the  parents  were  induced  to  hope,  that  the 
health  of  their  little  delicate  daughter  would  now  become  more  ftrong  and 
firm. 

The  infant  was  feized  with  a fudden  vomiting,  more  frequently  than  is 
common  to  moft  other  children ; the  matters  thrown  up,  neither  refembled 
crude  nor  digefted  food,  but  a kind  of  purulent  pap,  fometimes  acid,  fome- 
times  of  a foetid  fmell ; the  ftools  alfo  were  too  frequent,  and  exadtly  of  the 
fame  kind  of  matter : the  refpiration  in  the  mean  time  frequent,  laborious, 
and  during  the  night  extremely  difficult.  Thefe  fymptoms  were  the  more  dif- 
couraging,  as  they  did  not  yield  to  remedies  which  ufually  give  relief  in  fimilar 
complaints. 

About  the  feventh  month  fome  exanthemata  or  eruptions  appeared,  firft  on 
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the  face,  then  on  the  neck,  Ihoulders,  breafc,  and  to  the  ends  of  the  fingers. 
They  were  round,  broad,  like  flea-bites,  red,  hardifh,  and  extremely  trouble- 
fome,  with  itching ; by  degrees  they  were  raifed  into  little  veficles,  and  at 
length  filled  with  a thin  pellucid  ferum : being  dried  into  chaffy  fcales,  they 
fell  off,  leaving  marks  of  a livid  red  colour,  which  remained  a long  time. 

Thefe  eruptions  had  appeared  after  a fever  of  a few  days  continuance ; but 
as  they  obferved  no  regular  type  either  in  their  coming  on  or  going  off,  as 
the  itching  was  extremely  troublefome,  and  a new  crop  always  fucceeded 
the  old  one,  I concluded  the  difeafe  would  be  of  long  duration,  and  had 
taken  a deeper  root  than  what  could  be  accounted  for  from  an  irregular  fever ; 
and  as  the  force  and  itching  of  the  exanthemata  coming  out,  daily  increafed, 
I fuppofed  the  difeafe  derived  its  increafe  from  fome  impure  matter  lodged 
within,  vitiating  the  humours.  I therefore  applied  to  the  mildeft  purgatives, 
fuch  as  would  obtund  the  acid  or  acrid  matter,  and  thofe  which  feemed  pro- 
per to  refolve  the  vifcid.  And,  left  the  manner  of  diet,  though  the  moft 
proper  for  the  nurfe,  fhould  not  fo  well  agree  with  the  tender  infant,  I or- 
dered both  of  them  to  eat  nothing  but  broth,  the  moft  tender  animal  food,  and 
fuch  as  was  of  moft  eafy  digeftion.  By  this  means  the  number  of  tubercles,  the 
itching,  and  other  complaints,  were  in  a fhort  time  diminilhed,  and  the 
health  of  the  infant,  hitherto  doubtful,  was  in  fome  meafure  eftablilhed. 

It  had  reached  the  beginning  of  the  tenth  month  of  its  age,  when  the 
nurfe,  by  order  of  the  parents,  began  to  wean  it.  It  bore  this  without  much 
inconvenience ; on  the  fixth  day,  being  coftive,  it  took  its  ufual  folutive 
draught,  from  which  it  had  two  ftools,  and  was  well.  Towards  evening  it  was 
feized  with  a moft  violent  vomiting,  arifing,  fo  far  as  could  be  perceived,  from 
no  caufe;  but  which  harraffed  the  little  fufferer,  almoft  without  intermiflion, 
for  the  fpace  of  twenty-four  hours,  and  then  clofed  the  fcene  of  a fhort  life. 

It  is  not  neceffary  to  mention  fingly  all  the  remedies  made  ufe  of.  This 
new  and  obftinate  difeafe  was  oppoled,  both  by  moft  known  remedies  and 
fome  new  ones,  internal  and  external.  Through  the  whole  courfe  of  life  (for 
this  was  the  terminus  of  the  difeafe)  the  tincflure  of  rhubarb,  made  with  weak 
cinnamon-water,  and  given  in  fmall  dofes  often  repeated  ; and  a lindtus  made 
of  oil  of  almonds,  pedtoral  fyrup,  and  a little  foap,  were  more  ufeful  than  any 
other  remedies.  In  the  laft  fatal  ftruggles,  the  moft  mild,  grateful  aro- 
matics, anodynes,  and  even  foporific  medicines,  which  ufually  moderate  and 
obtund  the  acid  or  acrid  matter,  were  exhibited  in  order  to  take  off  the  vomit- 
ing, but  all  in  vain.  No  fpontaneous  motion  to  ftool  now  occurred,  nor  did 
the  bowels  yield  to  any  ftimulating  remedies. 

I had  a wifh  to  fearch  out  the  caufes  and  feat  of  this  violent  difeafe ; and 
having  obtained  permifllon,  I attempted  it  the  next  day.  But  before  I enter 
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upon  the  diffedtion,  it  will  not  be  amifs,  perhaps,  to  bring  into  one  view  the 
principal  fymptoms  under  which  the  infant  laboured  from  firft  to  laft. 

1.  The  pulfe  was  always  difturbed,  fmall,  tremulous,  and  very  frequent. 

2.  Refpiration  was  always  quicker  than  natural,  and  more  difficult  in  the 
night  than  the  day. 

3.  It  muft  be  obferved  alfo,  that  even  in  the  day-time,  the  refpiration  be- 
came more  difficult,  in  proportion  as  the  cloaths  were  put  on  more  loofely  : 
and  the  more  tightly  they  bound  the  breaft  and  belly,  the  more  natural  was 
the  refpiration. 

4.  The  aCtion  of  breathing  alfo  was  more  difficult  when  lying;  hence  it 
happened,  that,  after  the  firft  fleep,  it  commonly  fpent  the  reft  of  the  night 
fitting  in  the  bofom  of  the  nurfe. 

5.  When  the  child  feemed  in  its  beft  ftate  of  health,  it  was  afflidled  in  the 
night,  more  or  lefs,  with  cough,  reftleffnefs,  and  feveriffi  heat ; and  thefe  were 
always  more  troublefome  in  the  night  than  the  day. 

6.  It  was  often  diftreffed  with  frequent  vomiting,  without  evident  caufe  : the 
matters  thrown  up  were  crude  and  various ; fometimes  acid,  fometimes  pu- 
trefcent,  fattiffi,  or  foetid. 

7.  The  difcharges  by  ftool  were  like  thofe  thrown  up  by  vomiting. 

8.  It  was  endowed  with  fo  ftrong  and  unhappy  a fenfe  of  fmelling,  that  the 
fmell  of  animal  food,  any-way  prepared,  often  excited  fevere  vomitings. 

9.  Whenever  it  was  coftive,  there  was  a greater  tendency  to  vomit;  but  a 
diarrhoea,  fometimes  violent  and  continuing  long,  did  more  harm  than  vo- 
miting. 

10.  The  urine  was  affeCted  with  great  acrimony,  as  appeared  by  the  fmell, 

' which  was  commonly  acrid,  like  the  fpirit  of  urine : it  tinged  cloths  of  a yel- 
low colour. 

11.  The  fkin  was  fometimes  covered  with  a fimilar  taint. 

12.  The  humour  commonly  excreted  behind  the  ears  of  infants,  was  alfo 
in  this  extremely  foetid. 

13.  Its  difpofition  was  mild,  placid,  and  patient  under  bufferings  : but  if 
at  any  time  its  paffion  was  kindled,  it  rofe  to  a wonderful  pitch  ; the  paffion, 
however,  was  extinguiffied  with  equal  celerity,  otherwife  it  would  immediately 
have  perifhed  from  fuffocation. 

Every  one  fkilled  in  medicine,  I think,  will  fuppofe,  from  the  hiftory  now 
given,  that  the  difeafe  was  a new  one;  that  the  powers  of  the  ftomach  efpe- 
cially  were  debilitated,  the  excretions  difturbed,  the  blood  vitiated,  and  that 
the  lungs  did  not  properly  perform  their  office  ; perhaps  alfo  they  may  fup- 
pofe the  liver  had  not  been  free  from  fault.  But  who  would  ever  have  con- 
jectured that  the  Jepum  tranfverjum  was  divided  afunder,  and  that  a large 

3 portion 


Letter  on  a Ruptured  Diaphragm , &c.  165 

portion  of  the  domach,  and  great  part  of  the  intedines,  had  rufhed  through 
this  opening  into  the  cavity  of  the  bread?  Yet  this,  and  even  more,  the 
difletdion  of  the  body  difcovered  to  us  ; which  the  next  morning  I performed, 
accompanied  by  H.  Delanoy  Pigot,  a fkilful  furgeon  of  Wandfworth. 

We  found  the'  body  fhrivelled,  and  wonderfully  Ihrunk,  in  the  fpace  of 
twenty-four  hours.  As  to  the  figure  and  magnitude  of  the  parts,  every 
thing  was  right,  except  that  the  bread  feemed  longer  and  narrower  than 
natural.  The  ribs,  indeed,  were  not  fo  obliquely  placed  as  ufual,  but  lay 
too  flat  towards  the  axis  of  the  body. 

The  left  iliac  region  was  of  a livid  colour,  as  if  it  had  been  affefted  with 
gangrene  : many  vehicles  were  vifible  about  the  fhoulders  and  arms,  fome  of 
which  contained  a reddifh,  fome  a greenifh,  and  others  a yellowifh  liquor. 

Having  cut  through  the  fkin  and  thin  mufcles  lying  underneath,  we  found 
the  tunica  cellularis  quite  free  from  fat. 

The  belly  being  opened,  we  found  the  lower  margin  of  the  omentum  wholly 
free  from  fat,  and  fcarcely  reaching  to  the  navel.  A portion  alfo  of  the 
fmall  intedines,  and  the  lowed  part  of  the  domach,  were  vifible  ; next  we 
obferved  the  liver,  large  and  pallid ; under  the  fide  of  which  lay  concealed 
the  vefica  fellea , large  and  turgid,  the  bottom  lying  more  diredtly  upward,  and 
the  neck  more  direftly  downward,  than  what  is  ufual  in  healthy  perfons.  This 
being  opened  with  the  fcifiars,  it  was  found  to  contain  nearly  an  ounce  and  an 
half  of  a thick  blackifli  bile ; but  though  the  wound  was  open,  it  was  too 
thick  and  tough  to  run  out  without  prefiure.  The  neighbouring  parts  were 
all  tinged  of  the  deeped  yellow  ; the  ileon  feemed  here  and  there  inflamed; 
the  colon  was  removed  from  its  proper  place ; the  fpleen,  kidnies,  and  other 
parts,  were  found. 

Having  again  cut  through  the  fldn  and  mufcles,  we  cautioufly  divided 
the  Jiernum  up  to  the  jugulum.  But,  the  edges  of  the  wound  being  drawn 
afide,  behold!  a fight,  never,  that  I know  of,  before  feen.  A great  portion 
of  the  domach  had  thrud  itfelf  into  the  left  cavity  of  the  bread,  wholly  co- 
vering the  lobes  of  the  lungs,  the  pericardium  itfelf,  and  in  it  the  heart. 

Having  drawn  afide  the  domach,  to  fee  what  might  be  concealed  under  it, 
we  found  a part  of  the  ileon,  about  three  times  the  breadth  of  the  hand,  the 
caecum  and  its  appendage,  together  with  no  fmall  portion  of  the  colon,  all 
concealed  in  one  and  the  fame  cavity. 

Struck  with  the  novelty  of  the  thing,  I again  examined  the  whole  ; doubt- 
ful led  a wound  made  in  the  diaphragm,  in  diflfehting  the  body,  might  have 
opened  a paflage  to  thefe  vifcera.  But  an  infpehtion,  as  accurate  as  pofd- 
ble,  removed  all  doubt,  and  convinced  me  that  the  diaphragm  had  been 
fplit,  divided,  or  ruptured  for  fome  time ; for  the  edges  of  the  rupture  were 
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perfectly  hardened,  nor  were  there  any  marks  of  a recent  wound  any  where  to 
be  feen. 

As  therefore  it  appeared  that  no  injury  had  been  done  to  the  diaphragm 
by  us,  we  carefully  replaced  all  the  parts  in  the  fituation  they  had  been  in 
before,  that  we  might  examine  them  one  by  one  with  proper  attention. 

The  feptum  tranfverfum  being  torn  off  from  the  os  Jiernum  and  cartilages 
on  the  anterior  part,  and  divided  and  drawn  back  to  its  center,  had  formed  a 
tenfe  lunar  arch;  the  corners  or  horns  of  which,  on  the  right  fide,  reached 
nearer  the  cartilaginous  terminations  of  the  ribs ; on  the  left  they  were  more 
diftant ; and  thus  there  was  an  unequal  finus  formed,  more  open  on  the  left 
than  on  the  right  fide. 

The  vifcera  having  been  carried  upward  through  this  ample  finus,  had 
gained  fo  fafe  a feat  in  the  left  angle  of  the  breaft,  between  the  ribs  and 
apex  of  the  heart,  that  I judged  it  impoffible  that  they  could  ever  have 
fallen  back  into  their  prifiine  fituation,  either  by  their  own  weight,  or  any 
(halting  or  change  in  the  pofture  of  the  body,  in  whatever  manner  this  had 
been  made.  I fay  their  priftine  fituation,  becaufe  we  are  not  haftily  to  fup- 
pofe  that  they  were  in  this  fituation  before  the  birth  of  the  child.  Many 
reafons  induce  me  to  believe  that  the  mifchief  happened  in  the  birth. 

The  bag  of  the  ftomach,  which  immediately  receives  the  ingefta  from  the 
oefophagus,  was  much  wider  than  ufual,  and  alfo  paler  and  thinner,  but  re- 
mained in  its  proper  fituation.  The  other  part,  being  puffied  upwards,  and 
then  obliquely  bent  backward,  was  elevated  above  the  arch  of  the  feptum  : 
in  this  paflage,  however,  we  obferved  that  the  margin  of  the  feptum  had 
made  that  part  of  the  ftomach  narrower,  or  formed  a kind  of  ftridiure  upon  it. 

Having  pafled  thefe  ftraits,  it  was  again  enlarged  into  a bag  fufficiently 
capacious,  which  lay  upon  the  arcuated  feptum,  as  on  a bench,  and  occu- 
pied the  whole  fpace  of  the  left  breaft.  It  had  thruft  the  little  heart,  for 
fuch  it  really  was,  upon  the  fpine  of  the  back,  and  had  fo  ftraitened  the 
lobes  of  the  lungs  on  that  fide,  that  one  would  almoft  have  thought  they 
had  been  driven  from  their  fituation,  or  that  there  had  been  none  at  all. 

The  pylorus  emerging  from  this  bag  near  the  third  rib,  and  bending  down- 
ward with  a finuous  flexure,  ended  in  the  duodenum;  both  of  which  muft  have 
been  ftraitened  or  conftridled,  in  the  part  where  it  pafled  over  the  ridge  of 
the  feptum,  as  often  as  the  ftomach  had  been  fwelled  with  food  or  wind. 
As  therefore  the  duodenum  had  been  under  a neceffity  of  deviating  from  the 
natural  courfe,  it  is  no  wonder  if  the  common  biliary  dudt,  bent  from  the 
ftrait  line  of  the  inteftine,  and  almoft  clofed,  had  not  always  been  able  to 
perform  its  office  : on  which  account  the  (kin  and  urine  were  fometimes  dif- 
coloured,  and  difcharges  by  ftool,  without  bile. 

We  clofely  followed  the  winding  tradt  of  the  inteftinal  tube,  and  were  again 
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led  into  the  cavity  of  the  thorax : for  a convoluted  portion  of  the  ileon,  fome 
hands  breadth  in  length,  lay  concealed  above  the  diaphragm,  and  behind  the 
ftomach.  Searching  for  its  exit  or  end,  we  found  the  vermiform  appen- 
dage, and  the  caecum  diflended  with  faeces,  large,  and  compreffed  with  the  in- 
cumbent load  of  the  ftomach,  by  the  motion  of  which  it  was  adapted  to  the 
extreme  angle  of  the  cavity.  About  half  the  colon,  annexed  to  it,  was  re- 
markable for  frequent  deep  finuofities. 

Where  the  colon  had  ftretched  beyond  the  tenfe  border  of  the  feptum,  was 
the  only  part  of  it  we  found  not  cut  and  worn  ; for  the  ftomach,  often  full, 
prefling  the  fides  of  the  yielding  inteftine  againft  the  edge  of  the  refilling 
membrane,  had  fo  worn  or  conftridled  it  by  preffure,  that  it  feemed  by  no 
means  fuited  to  admit  the  thick  feces  to  pafs  through  it. 

Thefe  being  at  length  attentively  viewed,  we  fet  ourfelves  to  examine  the 

other  contents  of  the  fame  cavity  ; and  under  a firm  membrane,  which  we 

took  to  be  the  left  fide  of  the  mediaftinum,  we  found  the  lobules  of  the  lungs 

concealed,  and  every  where  not  only  clofely  adhering  to  the  pofterior  region 

of  the  thorax,  but  firmly  growing  to  it,  fo  that  they  feemed  long  to  have 

failed  in  performing  their  fundlion.  A ftrong  plexus  of  fibres  alfo,  formed 

as  it  were  of  the  cellular  membrane,  connedled  the  whole  ftrudlure  of  the 
* 

lobules  and  fuperficies  of  the  pleura,  fo  together,  that  the  lungs  could  by  no 
means  have  expanded  themfelves,  if  the  inteftines  and  part  of  the  ftomach 
had  left  a free  fpace  behind. 

We  next  examined  the  cavity  on  the  other  fide;  and,  having  cut  the  firm 
membrane,  which  we  took  to  be  the  other  folding  of  the  mediaftinum,  the  right 
lung  appeared  fufficiently  found  and  compleat ; and  which,  no  doubt,  had  long 
performed  the  office  of  both. 

A little  below  the  inferior  edge  of  this  lung,  above  the  diaphragm,  was  a 
bag,  formed  as  it  were  of  cellular  membrane,  which  being  opened  with  the 
fciflars,  was  found  to  contain  about  two  ounces  of  a yellowifh-green  liquor, 
gelatinous  like  the  white  of  an  egg,  and  contained  in  membranous  follicles. ?~ 
Had  the  fanies,  which  gave  fuch  irrefiftible  force  to  the  tubercles  affedling 
the  face,  neck,  and  other  parts,  arifen  from  this  fource  ? It  feems  very  pro^ 
bable,  for  the  liquids  in  both  were  of  the  fame  colour. 

The  pericardium  was  opened  next,  and  was  found  to  abound  with  a fimilar 
liquor.  There  flowed  out  from  the  aperture  about  two  ounces  of  an  humour 
exadtly  like  that  defcribed  above,  only  it  was  a little  thinner  and  more  yellow. 

The  heart  was  fmall,  hard  to  the  touch,  and  divided  as  it  were  into  two 
equal  partitions  ; for  the  right  auricle,  diflended  with  blood,  almoft  equalled 
the  bulk  of  the  heart;  the  ventricles  were  fluffed  with  a fmall  quantity  of  black 
thick  blood  : between  both  ventricles  the  coronary  vefiels  adted  as  vinculi, 
or  ties,  binding  tightly  the  bafis  of  the  heart. 
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The  auricle  being  cut  open,  a moft  black  fpiflid  blood,  covered  with  a 
tenacious  membrane,  was  fqueezed  out  from  it.  The  fides  of  the  bag  itfelf 
Teemed  almoft  wholly  formed  of  fmall  livid  varicofe  veins. 

We  often,  in  differing,  both  by  accident  and  with  delign,  wounded  the 
larger  veins ; but  I never  remember  that  any  thing  ifiued  out  but  a little 
blood,  which  was  thick  and  black,  as  if  deprived  of  all  its  ferum  and  diluent 
lymph. 

Having  now  examined  the  vifcera,  and  their  fituation,  I wifhed  to  take  out 
the  ftomach  and  inteftines,  that  I might  fee  how  much  their  form  and  fituation 
had  been  changed.  But  on  attempting  this,  and  gently  taking  hold  of  the 
bottom  of  the  ftomach,  behold  it  was  altogether  putrid,  not  bearing  the 
(lighted:  touch,  but  the  lower  part  of  it  fell  to  pieces  between  my  fingers  ! 

There  were  no  figns  of  a gangrenous  inflammation ; no  rednefs,  ftriae,  or 
livid  fpots  appeared:  every  part  was  of  a pale  white,  fo  that  I imagined  the 
ftomach  had  not  fallen  into  this  wafte  from  any  violence  or  force,  but  that 
its  ftrufture  had  rather  been  eroded  by  fome  acrid  matter,  or  relaxed  by 
moifture,  than  corrupted  by  gangrene. 

Nor  will  this  feem  improbable  to  any  one  viewing  the  fituation  of  the 
ftomach  ; for  the  afcent  from  the  bottom  of  this  vifcus  to  the  higheft 
point  of  the  pylorus,  was  altogether  fteep ; in  this  fubjebt,  alfo,  the  re- 
action of  the  diaphragm  was  loft,  by  the  help  of  which  only  the  contents  of 
the  ftomach  can  be  raifed  upwards.  More  labour  therefore  refted  on  the 
mufcles  of  the  belly,  than  in  other  cafes  where  the  action  of  the  diaphragm  is 
joined  with  them.  The  ingefta  muft,  without  doubt,  from  their  delay  and 
reft  in  the  ftomach,  have  retained  their  own  nature ; to  which,  if  we  add 
the  conftant  dropping  of  the  gaftric  juice  as  it  were  on  one  part  of  the  fto- 
mach, both  the  origin  of  the  fatal  vomiting,  and  the  caufe  of  the  putridity, 
will  be  evident. 

Hence  alfo  it  will  appear  why  the  infant  was  worfe  in  the  night  than  the  day, 
when  lying  than  in  an  erect  pofture,  and  when  loofely  clad  than  when  tightly 
bound ; and  how  great  anxiety,  ficknefs,  and  inconvenience,  it  muft  have 
fuffered,  as  often  as  its  horizontal  fituation,  and  loofe  drefs,  gave  an  eafy 
afcent  to  the  food  into  the  breaft.  The  heart  itfelf  muft  have  been  greatly 
incommoded  by  the  bulk  of  the  unnatural  contents  of  the  breaft,  and  have 
alone  fuftained  a doubtful  conteft  againft  the  rufhing  foes. 

The  hiftory  of  what  appeared  on  diftection,  thus  far  delivered,  gives,  if 
I miftake  not,  an  eafy  explication  of  the  fymptoms,  and  therefore  unneceflfary 
for  me  to  attempt ; it  only  remains,  that  I relate  briefly  a few  things  which 
occurred  to  me,  when  often  contemplating  this  incurable  difeafe. 

i.  Firft  then  it  appears,  that  an  animal  may  live,  be  ftrong,  chearful,  and 
in  fome  meafure  well,  in  which  the  diaphragm  is  fplit  or  ruptured. 

2.  Therefore 
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2.  Therefore  lefs  is  to  be  feared  from  this  accident,  in  opening  the  breaft,  as 
often  as  an  empyema,  or  dropfy,  perfuade  us  to  try  this  doubtful  remedy. 

3.  If  the  wound  be  wide  and  open,  we  may,  perhaps,  know  that  the 
diaphragm  is  thus  affe&ed,  (1.)  from  the  figure  of  the  breaft  being  too  long; 
from  the  lefs  oblique  fituation,  than  ufual,  of  the  ribs ; and  the  refpiration 
being  at  the  fame  time  injured,  or  rendered  difficult. 

4.  In  difeafes  of  children,  the  nature  of  which  feems  very  abftrufe,  fome  light 
may  perhaps  be  gained  from  an  accurate  view  and  examination  of  the  ex^ 
ternal  parts  ; and  therefore  it  ffiould  not  be  omitted. 

5.  As  often  as  tubercles,  puftules,  exanthemata,  affe<ft  fome  particular 
part  of  the  body,  we  may  fufpedt  that  the  fomes  of  the  difeafe  lies  not  far 
beneath. 

Thus,  at  length,  I have  explained  a cafe  curable  by  no  art ; but,  perhaps, 
I have  been  too  minute : this,  however,  I think  will  not  difpleafe  thee,  as'  the 
fincere  in  the  art  are  unwilling  to  be  ignorant  from  what  caufes  premature 
death  may  fupervene,  as  often,  at  leaft,  as  an  opportunity  of  examining  the 
body  is  granted  them  : for  the  diftedtion  of  fuch  bodies  not  only  renders  the 
phyficians  more  fkilful,  but  it  alfo  leflens  the  grief  of  parents  or  friends  for 
the  deceafed,  and  takes  off  the  odium  from  our  art,  when  it  is  publicly  known, 
that  by  no  remedies,  by  no  help,  no  not  even  by  thine,  the  final  period  of 
life  could  have  been  protradled. 

Vale,  vir  candide ! May’ft  thou  long  be  happy  in  life,  the  patron  of  ufeful  arts, 
the  father  and  encourager  of  medical  youth! 
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jT  was  a cuftom  very  early  introduced  into  the  Royal  Society , to  infer t Re- 
marks on  important  Publications,  that  had  any  reference  to  the  objects  of  its 
inflitution.  It  was  not  unufual  to  refer  fuch  works  to  fome  junior  member , who 
made  an  epitome  of  them , or  offered  fuch  critical  remarks  as  he  deemed  proper  to  lay 
before  this  learned  body.  Of  this  kind  is  the  following  Effay.  'The  fucceeding  volume 
was  put  into  the  hands  of  the  learned  Dr.  William  Watfon , of  Lincoln  s-inn- 
fields  : his  obfervations  were  printed  in  the  Philofophical  TranfaElions , vol.  xlviii. 
p.  141.  ann.  1753;  tmd  this  is  followed  by  a letter  from  Philip  Miller,  F.R.S.  to 
Dr.  Watfon , concerning  a miftake  of  Profeffor  Gmelin,  refpebiing  the  Spondylium 
vulgare  hirfutum  of  Cafpar  Bauhin , vol.  xlviii.  p.  153. 

For  fever  al  years  paft , the  Society  has  not  been  in  the  practice  of  thus  epitomiz- 
ing the  works  of  the  learned  ■,  it  was  probably  fuggefted,  that  it  gave  the  Tranf ac- 
tions of  the  Society  too  much  the  form  of  a Bibliotheque : it  may,  however,  be 
doubted,  whether  this  reformation  has  added  to  the  merit  and  reputation  of  this  col- 
lection of  immenfe  literature , or  been  the  means  of  admitting  more  original  and  im- 
portant communications. 

Editor. 
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A N 

ACC  O U N T 

OP  SOME 

OBSERVATIONS  and  EXPERIMENTS 

MADE  IN  SIBIRIA; 

Extracted  from  the  Preface  to  the  c<  Flora  Sibirica , five 
<c  Hijloria  Plant  arum  Sibirice , c&tf#  tabulis  ceri  incijis, 
iC  Au£t.  D.  Gmelin . Chem.  etHift.  Nat.  Prof.  Petropoli 
<c  1747.  4to,  vol.  i,*  ” 

Read  before  the  Royal  Society,  February  n,  1748. 


BY  dire&ion  of  the  late  Emprefs  of  Ruflla,  feveral  Members  of  the  Royal 
Academy  of  Sciences  at  Peterfburg  undertook  a journey  into  Sibiria,  in 
order  to  enquire  into  the  natural  hiftory  of  that  country,  and  to  make  fuch 
experiments  and  obfervations  as  might  tend  to  give  a juft  idea  of  that  almoft 
unknown  region,  and  to  the  improvement  of  phyfics  in  general. 

Dr.  John  George  Gmelin,  Profeflor  of  Chemiftry  and  Natural  Hiftory  at 
Peterfburg,  was  fent  at'the  head  of  this  deputation,  who,  befides  feveral  of  his 
colleagues,  and  fome  Undents,  had  a painter  or  two,  a miner,  huntfman,  and 
proper  attendants  in  his^retinue. 

He  fet  out  upon  this  expedition  in  Auguft  1733,  and  returned  to  Pe- 
terfburg in  February  1742,  after  having  fpent  nine  whole  years  in  vifiting 
almoft  every  part  of  Sibiria. 

The  fruits  of  this  undertaking  are  defigned  to  be  communicated  to  the  pub- 
lic j and  one  volume  of  the  Hiftory  of  Plants  has  already  appeared,  under 
the  title  of  “ Flora  Sibirica , five  Hijloria  Plantarum  Sibiria , Tom.  I.  continens 
tf  Tabulas  JEri  incifas  L.  Auftore  D.  Joh.  Geo.  Gmelin,  Chem.  et  Hijl.  Natur. 

* Philofophical  Tranfa&ions,  N°  486,  p.  248. 

lt  Prof 
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<f  Prof.  Petropoli  Typis  Academia  Regia  Scientiarum  1747.”  This  is  intended 
to  be  followed  by  feverar  others,  containing  not  only  a defcription  of  the 
plants,  their  locus  natalis , &c.  but  their  ufes  among  the  inhabitants,  fo  far  as 
the  ProfeiTor  could  get  information  concerning  them. 

In  a large  preface  to  this  firft  volume,  the  ingenious  and  indefatigable  au- 
thor has  given  us  a concife  account  of  Sibiria  in  general,  its  rivers,  lakes, 
mountains,  mines,  the  nature  of  the  foil,  fertility,  &c.  with  feveral  judicious 
experiments  and  remarks  on  the  altitude  of  the  earth  above  the  level  of  the 
fea;  but  efpecially:  on  the  qualities  of  the  air  in  that  climate;  an  abftraft 
whereof,  at  firft  drawn  up  for  private  entertainment,  was  thought  not  unworthy 
Tsf  more  public  notice,  and  is  therefore  addreffed  to  the  Royal  Society. 

The  country,  whofe  natural  hiftory  Dr.  Gmelin  has  collected,  is  of  vaft  ex- 
tent. It  is  bounded  by  a chain  of  mountains  called  the  Werchoturian  and 
Vralian,  on  the  weft;  by  the  fea  of  Kamtfchatka,  on  the  eafl;  and  comgre- 
hends_  all  thofe  countries  that  lie  betwixt  the  Mare  Glaciale , and  the  borders 
of  the  Kalmucks  and  Mongales,  to  the  very  confines  of  China. 

The  rivers  which  water  this  tradt  are  numerous;  fome  of  them  large,  and 
even  receiving  firearms  in  their  courfe,  which  in  other  countries  would  be 
looked  upon  as  capitals  themfelves.  Tlje  fpace  they  meafure  is  no  lefs 
confiderable.  The  Jaik  is  the  firft  river  of  note  on  the  weflern  fide.  It  rifes 
under  the  latitude  of  54,  of  longitude  78,  and  runs  into  the  Cafpian  in  47 
of  latitude,  and  74  of  longitude.  The  Irtifch  rifes  in  the  country  of  the  Kal- 
mucks, latitude  46  longitude  103;  and  empties  itfelf  into  the  Oby,  latitude 
61,  longitude  86.  The  Oby  rifes  under  52  latitude,  103-f  longitude,  and 
lofes  itfelf  in  the  Mare  Glaciale , latitude  67,  longitude  86,  after  running  a 
courfe  of  near  eight  hundred  leagues,  and  receiving  a great  number  of  rivers 
of  confiderable  note.  The  Jenifea  is  not  much  lefs  than  the  Oby.  The 
Selenga  takes  its  rife  under  latitude  48,  longitude  1 14,  runs  into  the  lake 
Baical  in  510  20"  latitude : with  many  others  equally  confiderable,  which  it 
■would  be  tedious  to  mention. 

The  water  of  thefe  rivers  is  for  the  moft  part  frefh,  clear,  and  falubrious. 
In  fome  it  is  a little  brackifh,  by  the  mixture  of  currents  from  fait  lakes  and 
fprings,  which  abound  in  many  places.  They  contain  fifh  of  various  kinds  in 
great  plenty,  and  moftly  of  an  excellent  flavour. 

The  lake  Baical  may  deferve  fame  mention  to  be  made  of  it,  being  one  of 
the  greateft  frefh  water  lakes  yet  difcovered.  It  extends,  according  to  our  au- 
thor, from  the  one  hundred  and  firft  degree  of  longitude,  to  the  one  hundred 
and  twenty-feventh,  being  upwards  of  five  hundred  leagues  in  length,  and  is 
from  twenty-five  to  eighty  leagues  in  breadth.  It  is  every  where  deep  and 
navigable  ; the  water  is  extremely  clear,  and  abounds  with  great  plenty  of  fine 
fifh.  It  receives  a great  number  of  rivers  5 but  the  Angara  alone  runs  out  of 
5 it  1 
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it:  which  joining  the  Tungufca,  lofes  its  name;  as  this  likewife  does,  when  it 
runs  into  the  Jenifea. 

Salt  lakes  are  common  in  many  parts  of  Sibiria  : fome  contain  a pure  white 
fait,  well  tailed,  and  fit  for  ufe ; which,  in  fummer,  is  cryltallifed  by  the  heat 
of  the  fun  alone,  and  forms  a cruft  on  the  top  of  the  lake.  In  fome  this 
grows  fo  heavy,  as  to  break  and  fall  to  the  bottom.  Befides  this  kind  of  pure 
common  fait,  which  is  fit  for  ufe,  there  is  another  fort,  of  a bitter  tafte,  much 
refembling  the  fal  mirabile , found  in  feveral  lakes  in  this  country.  Springs 
of  fait  water  are  fometimes  obferved  to  rife  in  the  midft  of  frelh  water.  Our 
author  allures  us,  that  he  has  feen  feveral  fuch  ; one  efpecially  he  obferved 
rifing  through  a ftone,  in  the  bed  of  the  river  Angara. 

Before  we  difmifs  the  fait  lakes,  we  may  juft  mention,  that  on  the  banks  of 
the  river  Kaptendei,  where  it  runs  into  the  Wilvius,  are  a great  number  of 
fait  fpripgs,  which  afford  excellent  fait  ; and  that,  about  thirty  leagues  above 
this  place,  along  the  fame  Kaptendei,  on  the  right  hand,  is  a hill  about 
thirty  fathom  high,  and  two  hundred  and  ten  long,  confifting  entirely  of  fal 
gem. 

There  are  fome  lakes,  which,  our  author  informs  us,  in  the  memory  of  man, 
contained  only  frelh  water,  but  now  are  very  fait.  One  of  this  kind,  about 
forty  years  ago,  abounded  with  frelh-water  filh,  but  is  now  become  fait,  fuel- 
ling ftrong  of  fulphur,  with  a bitter  tafte,  and  all  the  filh  are  killed. 

The  inhabitants  allured  our  author,  that  fome  frefh-water  lakes  have  been  by 
degrees  dried  up,  and  that  others  have  appeared  where  formerly  it  was  dry 
ground  ; and  that  even  fome  of  thefe  new-formed  lakes,  which  at  firft  had  no 
filh  in  them,  are  now  very  plentifully  Hocked.  They  have  not  recourfe  to 
fubterranean  caverns  or  paffages  for  a folution  of  this  phaenomenon ; but 
affert,  that  ducks,  fea-mews.  See.  that  live  upon  filh,  carry  the  eggs  from 
one  lake  to  another. 

In  the  defeription  which  our  author  gives  us  of  the  courfe  of  rivers,  fitua- 
tion  of  lakes,  See.  he  takes  notice  of  the  foil,  its  barrennefs,  fertility.  See. 
Thefe  are  different,  as  it  may  be  fuppofed,  in  the  different  parts  of  fuch  an 
extenfive  climate  under  fuch  latitudes.  About  the  lake  Baical  is  the  moft 
fruitful  tradl,  and  thence  is  called  the  granary  of  that  part  of  Sibiria.  They 
grow  fome  little  corn  about  the  latitude  of  6t.  They  have  made  of  late 
fome  trials  Hill  further;  but  the  fuccefs  was  not  known. 

In  his  paffage  through  Sibiria,  he  tells  us,  that  he  could  fcarce  think 
himfelf  in  Afia,  till  he  got  over  the  river  Jenifea ; till  then,  he  faw  no  animals, 
but  fuch  as  are  common  in  Europe,  at  leaft  may  be  feen  in  the  plains  walked 
by  the  lower  part  of  the  Volga.  The  plants  and  Hones  were  of  the  fame  kind, 
and  the  face  of  the  country  in  general,  like  other  parts  of  Northern  Europe. 
But  from  the  Jenifea,  to  the  eaft,  north,  and  weft,  the  climate  feemed  to  be 

wholly 
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wholly  different,  and  as  if  enlivened  with  new  vigour.  It  is  mountainous;  but 
thefe  mountains  are  intermixed  with  rich  delightful  valleys  and  fruitful 
plains.  The  animal  that  affords  the  mulk,  and  the  mUfi^on  of  the  ancients, 
were  now  to  be  met  with.  Many  of  the  moft  common  European  plants 
by  degrees  difappeared,  and  others  became  frequent,  which  are  ftrangers  in 
Europe.  The  purity,  clearnefs,  and  falubrity  of  the  waters,  the  exquifite  taffe 
of  the  fifh  and  fowl,  but  more  efpecially  the  different  genius  and  way  of  life 
of  the  inhabitants,  plainly  proved  they  were  got  into  another  climate.  This 
remark  our  author  fubmits  to  the  confideration  of  geographers. 

Amongft  the  curiofities  of  Sibiria  the  Profeffor  mentions  a place  remark- 
able for  its  exceffive  coldnefs  in  the  midft  of  fummer.  Jt  is  in  the  province 
of  Jacutfki,  about  the  middle  way  to  Ochotz  along  the  river  Jucanan ; it  is 
called  by  the  Ruffians  Springing  Ice,  by  the  natives  the  Icy  Lake.  Three  other 
fuch  places  occur  within  the  circuit  of  eighty  leagues. 

The  provinces  beyond  the  lake  Baical  are  mountainous,  with  high  and  wide- 
extended  plains  lying  betwixt  them,  which  in  many  places  are  only  covered 
with  barren  fand ; fo  that  in  fome  places  one  may  travel  through  fuch  deferts 
one,  two,  or  three  days  together,  without  finding  wood  enough  to  make  a 
fire,  or  any  other  water  than  that  of  fait  fprings,  which  are  very  frequent ; 
and  being  dried  up  by  the  fummer  heats  leave  a faline  cruft,  very  much  re- 
fembling  Natron , being  of  an  alcaline  nature,  with  a fulphureous  fmell. 

The  country  that  borders  on  the  rivers  Uruncan  and  Gafimur  is  extremely 
rich  and  fruitful.  The  face  of  the  country  is  delightful,  and  its  produce 
to  the  hufbandman  almoft  exceeding  his  hopes : but  what  renders  it  ftill  more 
furprifing  is,  that  a country,  whofe  foil  yields  to  few  in  fertility,  and  the 
beauty  of  its  bloom,  Ihould  yet  cover  immenfe  riches  in  its  bofom.  Here 
are  mines  of  gold  and  filver,  which  have  long  been  worked  to  advantage : 
the  veins  are  rich,  and  lie  fhallow;  yet  communicate  no  poifonous  effluvia  to 
the  vegetables  that  cover  them  : nor  do  thofe  diftinguilhing  marks  of  fterility 
appear  here,  which  in  moft  other  mining  countries  are  fo  obfervable. 

The  higheft  part  of  Sibiria  is  towards  the  fprings  of  the  rivers  Argun, 
Schilca,  &c.  about  the  49th  degree  of  latitude,  130th  longitude.  This 
part  is  deftitute  of  marble  and  lime-ftone,  which  are  almoft  every  where  to  be 
met  with  in  the  lower  tradts  both  of  Sibiria  and  Ruffia : no  petrifications  are 
to  be  found  here,  either  of  the  teftaceous  or  cruftaceous  animals ; and  the  veins 
of  ore  are  always  found  near  the  furface,  never  entering  deep  into  the  earth. 
Befides  the  mines  of  gold  and  filver  above-mentioned,  copper  and  iron  are 
found  in  feveral  places ; likewife  the  Glacies  Mari<e>  or  Mufcovy  Glafs,  is 
dug  near  the  river  Mama.  Loadftones  are  alfo  got  in  Sibiria ; and  in  feveral 
of  the  rivers,  beautiful  tranfparent  pebbles  and  cryftals  occur. 

I ffiall  only  add,  that  there  are  fome  natural  warm  baths  in  feveral  parts  of 
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Sibiria,  and  fome  of  them  of  a mod  agreeable  temperature ; and  proceed  to 
the  account  of  our  author’s  obfervations  and  experiments  on  the  height  of 
the  earth,  &c. 

Pauda  is  allowed  to  be  the  higheft  of  all  that  ridge  of  mountains  called 
Werkoturian.  Our  author  endeavoured  to  take  the  height  of  it  by  means 
of  the  barometer. 

On  the  nth  of  December  1742,  at  our  author’s  lodgings  at  the  foot  of 
Pauda,  the  mercury  in  the  barometer,  in  a cold  place,  but  within  doors,  flood  at 
26  T8A  Paris  meafure.  He  then  carried  it  up  the  mountain  as  high  as  he 
could  go,  which  was  about  one-third  of  the  whole  height,  where  he  hung 
up  the  barometer  on  a tree,  from  nine  to  eleven  in  the  forenoon,  making  a 
good  fire  pretty  near  it,  left  the  intenfe  cold,  which  funk  the  quickfilver  in 
De  Lifle’s  thermometer  to  201,  fliould  affeCt  the  barometer,  and  lead  him  to 
afcribe  that  to  gravity,  which  was  only  owing  to  the  contraction  of  cold. 

Under  thefe  circumftances  the  quickfilver  funk  to  25  AV 

Hence,  according  to  M.  Cafimi’s  calculation,  our  author’s  firft  ftation  will 
be  941  feet  higher  than  the  level  of  the  fea  : the  fecond  on  Pauda  1505  feet, 
and  the  whole  height  of  this  mountain  451 5,  or  752  Paris  toifes  ; which  added 
to  941  feet,  the  height  of  his  lodgings  at  the  foot  of  Pauda,  makes  5456 
feet,  or  909  toifes,  the  height  of  Pauda’s  top  above  the  fea ; fuppofing  the 
level  of  the  fea  to  be  28  inches,  as  the  Paris  academicians  have  fixed  it:  though 
this  differs  from  obfervations  made  on  the  barometer  at  the  fea-coaft  of  Kamt- 
fchatka  at  Bolcheretz  ; where,  from  experiments  made  above  two  years,  the 
mean  height  of  the  mercury  was  27  inches,  lines.  And  at  Ochotz,  dur- 
ing a year’s  obfervations,  the  mean  height  was  found  to  be  27  inches  and  about 
8 7 lines. 

Hence  it  would  appear,  that  the  fea  of  Kamtfchatka  is  higher,  with  refpeCl  to 
the  earth’s  center,  than  the  Ocean  and  Mediterranean  •,  and  at  Bolcheretz 
higher  than  at  Ochotfki. 

The  following  lift  of  barometrical  obfervations,  made  in  various  parts  of 
Sibiria,  will  ftiew  the  different  heights  of  the  different  trafts  in  it. 

Feet.  Toifes. 

The  mean  height  of  the  barometer,  from  a year  and? 

10  months  obfervations  at  Ircuts,  was  — y 

Its  height  above  the  fea  will  then  be  — — 1355  or  226 

At  Selengia,  1 month’s  obfervations  — — 

Its  height  above  the  fea  — — — 1779  or  296 

At  Kiachta,  a town  on  the  confines  of  China,  12  days] 

obfervations  in  April  and  May,  mean  height  — j 

A a 


Inches. 

26  AV 
25  tA 
25  tVo 
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Its  height  — — — 

At  Nertfchia,  from  20  days  obfervations  in  June 
The  height  above  the  fea  — 

At  the  filver  mines  at  Argun,  9 days  in  July 
The  height  above  the  fea  — 

Our  author  adds  feveral  judicious  reflections  upon  the  time  and  manner  of 
making  thefe  obfervations,  in  order  to  determine  any  thing  with  certainty, 
which  he  has  endeavoured  to  keep  ftriCtly  to  in  thefe  experiments;  and 
concludes,  that  the  plains  in  fome  parts  beyond  the  lake  Baical,  are  almoft 
as  high  as  the  tops  of  high  mountains  in  fome  other  countries;  Mount  Maf- 
fane,  according  to  the  French  geometricians,  being  but  about  408  toifes 
high,  which  differs  but  little  from  the  plain  country  at  Kiachta;  which 
yet  has  conflderable  mountains  rifing  in  its  neighbourhood. 

From  whence  our  author  concludes,  that  the  elevation  of  the  earth,  in  this 
trad,  above  the  level  of  the  fea,  is  very  great,  compared  with  the  weft  part  of 
Sibiria  and  Europe  f. 

The  air  of  Sibiria,  with  refpeCl  to  its  gravity,  is,  as  in  other  countries,  the 
nearer  the  fea  the  heavier ; and  the  more  remote,  the  lighter : fo  that  at 
Kiachta,  fcarce  one  perfon  in  our  author’s  retinue  efcaped  without  fome 
indifpofition.  They  were  feized  after  their  arrival,  fome  with  acute  fevers, 
others  complained  of  extreme  laflitude  and  dejedtion.  It  was  in  the  fpring 
feafon,  the  weather  moderate,  their  manner  of  living  regular,  nor  had  they 
been  much  fatigued  with  their  journey ; in  ihort,  they  could  attribute  it  to  no 
other  caufe  than  the  lightnefs  of  the  air. 

In  thefe  provinces,  viz.  beyond  the  lake  Baical,  our  author  tells  us,  that 

* In  the  copy  before  me  appears  to  be  a great  miftake,  either  of  the  printer,  or  in  the  ma- 
nufcript ; it  being  put  down  in  words  at  length,  bis  mille  quadringentarum  Orgyarum  cum  dimidia  \ 
which  is  impoflible  ; and  the  number  of  feet  is  not  exact,  according  to  other  calculations. 

f M.  De  la  Condamine,  in  his  voyage  through  the  inland  part  of  South  America,  makes 
Quito  to  be  between  14  and  1500  toifes  above  the  level  of  the  fea. 

Suppofe  — — 1450 

He  tells  us,  that  Pichinchais  750  higher  ■ "•  ■ - 750 

This  makes  in  the  whole,  above  the  level  of  the  fea  — - •—  2200  toifes. 

P.  Martel,  engineer,  in  his  account  of  the  Glacieres  in  Savoy,  printed  at  London  1742,  tells  us, 
that  the  barometer  at  Geneva,  by  the  fide  of  the  Rhone,  flood  at  27 T\  I.  which  is  65 6 feet  above 
the  level  of  the  fea,  according  to  Scheuchzer ; and  that  the  higheft  point  of  Mont  Blanc,  mea- 
fured  partly  by  the  barometer,  and  where  inacceffible  from  the  fnow  that  covers  it,  by  trigono- 
metrical operations,  is  12,459  feet,  or  fomewhat  more  than  2,076  toifes  above  the  level  of  the 
Rhone;  which,  added  to  the  height  of  this  above  the  fea,  makes  13,115  French  feet,  or  about 
two  Englilh  miles  and  two-thirds. 


— 24OO  or  400* — 

r ' 25  -j-cro" 

— 1738  or  298 


— • 2121  or  353f 
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intermittents  are  feldom  heard  of,  and  ophthalmies  are  endemic ; but  that, 
in  the  fenny  tra£ls  which  lie  near  the  Oby  and  Janifea,  intermitting  fevers 
are  very  frequent. 

The  coldnefs  of  the  air  of  Sibiria  is  of  all  others,  of  the  molt  remarkable 
quality.  In  fome  places  it  fnows  frequently  in  September,  and  not  feldom  in 
May,  In  Jacutlk,  if  the  corn  is  not  ready  to  cut  in  Auguft,  which  often 
is  the  cafe,  the  fnow  fometimes  prevents  it,  and  buries  the  harvefl  all  toge- 
ther. At  Jacutlk,  the  ProfefTor  ordered  a hole  to  be  dug  in  the  earth,  in  a 
high  open  place,  on  the  18th  of  June 5 the  mold  was  11  inches  deep;  below 
that  was  fand  about  2f  feet;  it  then  began  to  feel  hard,  and  in  half  a foot 
more  it  was  froze  as  hard  as  pofilble.  In  a lower  place,  at  no  great  diflance 
from  this,  he  ordered  another  hole  to  be  dug;  the  foil  was  10  inches;  foft 
fand  2 feet  4 inches  ^ below  this,  all  was  congealed ; fo  that  the  earth  is 
fcarcely  thawed  even  in  fummer  above  four  feet  deep. 

Our  author  inclines  to  the  received  opinion,  that  the  eaflern  climates  under 
the  fame  latitude  are  colder  than  the  wellern ; and  thinks  this  is  confirmed 
by  experiments  made  in  different  parts  of  Sibiria. 

The  mercury  in  De  Lille’s  thermometer  often  funk  in  winter  in  very 
fouthern  parts  of  this  country,  as  near  Selinga,  to  near  226,  which  is  equal 
to  55 f below  o.  in  Fahrenheit’s  thermometer.  But  the  cold  is  often  much 
more  intenfe  than  this,  as  appears  by  the  following  experiments,  made  at 
Kirenginfki. 

Feb.  10,  1738.  At  eight  in  the  morning  the  mercury  flood  at  240 
degrees  in  De  Lille ; which  is  72  below  o.  in  Fahrenheit’s. 

On  the  20th  it  funk  one  degree. 

At  the  fame  place  in  1736, 

Dec.  11.  At  three  in  the  afternoon,  254  in  De  Lille. 

Almofl  90  below  o.  in  Fahrenheit. 

Dec.  20.  Four  o’clock,  p.  m.  263  in  De  Lille. 

99  tVo-  below  o.  in  Fahrenheit. 

D.  F. 

Nov.  27.  Twelve  at  noon,  270=  107  below  o. 

Jan.  9.  — — 275=11 3-/-^. 

I7J5>  Jan*  5-  Five  in  the  morn.  260. 

Six  — 280  = 120. 

Eight  — 250,  and  rofe  by  degrees  till  eleven 

at  night,  when  it  flood  at  252. 

Such  an  excefs  of  cold  could  fcarcely  have  been  fuppofed  to  exifl,  had 
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not  experiments,  made  with  the  greateft  exacftnefs,  demonftrated  the  reality 
of  it. 

During  this  extreme  froft  at  Janifea,  the  magpies  andfparrows  dropped  down 
as  they  flew,  and  to  all  appearance  dead ; though  they  mofldy  recovered  when 
brought  into  a warm  room.  This  was  quite  new  to  the  inhabitants  of  that 
country  ; though  it  frequently  happens  in  Germany  in  much  lefs  intenfe  cold, 
when  the  weather  fets  in  at  once  very  fevere. 

The  air,  fays  our  author,  was  at  that  time  extremely  unpleafant;  it  feemed 
as  if  itfelf  was  froze,  being  dark  and  hazy ; and  it  was  fcarce  poflible  even 
to  bear  the  cold  in  the  door-way  for  three  or  four  minutes. 

Thefe  experiments-,  our  author  affures  us,  were  made  with  all  poflible  exafl- 
nefs,  and  agree  with  many  others,  made  in  different  parts  of  Sibiria  by  his 
direction ; and  from  thefe  we  may  conclude,  that  the  cold  in  Sibiria  is  more 
intenfe  than  it  has  yet  been  found  to  be  in  any  other  part  of  the  world. 

It  was  not  apprehended  that  a greater  degree  of  cold  exifted  any  where, 
than  that  artificial  one  produced  by  Boerhaave,  by  means  of  concentrated 
fpirit  of  nitre,  which  funk  the  mercury  40  degrees  below  o.  in  Fahrenheit’s 
thermometer  ; which  was  fuppofed  to  be  the  point  beyond  which  no  animal 
could  bear  it. 

But  the  utmoft  limits  of  cold  are  yet  unknown ; or  to  what  degree  an 
animal  can  fubfift  in  it,  when  inured  to  it  by  little  and  little.  The  hiftory  of 
heat  is  alike  imperfeft.  The  celebrated  Profeffor  above-mentioned  was  in- 
duced to  think,  that  a man  could  hot  bear,  without  the  utmoft  danger,  a 
greater  heat  than  that  which  would  raife  the  mercury  to  90  in  Fahrenheit’s ; 
but  an  ingenious  and  accurate  correfpondent  of  our  author’s  at  Aftrachan 
informs  him,  that  it  not  only  rifes  there  to  this  degree  frequently,  but 
even  to  100,  and  he  has  feen  it  103  ft.  Even  in  the  bagnios  in  Rufiia,  the  heat 
is  often  equal  to  100  : it  fometimes  makes  the  quickfilver  afcend  to  108, 
10,  and  to  1 16,  as  may  be  tried  every  day;  and  yet  people  not  only  bear 
them  with  impunity  a.  few  minutes,  but  often  ftay  half  an  hour  or  an 
hour. 

One  neceffary  obfervation  our  author  makes,  which  is,  that  the  ball  or 
tube  containing  the  mercury  ought  to  be  as  dry  as  poflible  on  the  outfide, 
during  thefe  or  any  other  trials  with  the  thermometer : for  the  adhering 
moifture,  by  forming  a cooler  atmofphere  round  it,  has  fometimes  occafioned 
a difference  of  ten  degrees. 

Thefe  are  fome  principal  fa£ts  given  us  by  our  author  in  his  preface,  re- 
lative to  the  natural  hiftory  of  Sibiria  in  general : what  follows  chiefly  regards 
the  work  it  is  prefixed  to. 
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As  a juft  idea  of  this  part  cannot  be  exhibited  in  a narrow  compafs,  the 
curious  in  this  branch  of  fcience  mufl*be  referred  to  the  book  itfelf. 

I have  only  to  acknowledge  with  gratitude  the  inftru£lion  and  entertain- 
ment I have  received  from  this  elaborate  work : it  is  a tribute  juftly  due 
to  the  learned  and  ingenious  author,  in  return  for  the  pains  he  has  taken,  and 
the  fatigue  he  has  endured  in  this  inhofpitable  region  ; and  to  entreat  your 
indulgence,  if  I have  flattered  myfelf  too  much,  in  apprehending  this  ex- 
cerpt might  afford  you  fome  amufement. 
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PREFACE*. 

W HEN  the  following  treatife  was  firft  publifhed  in  the  year  1748,  the* 
difeafe  which  is  the  fubjedt  of  it  was  not  generally  known  in  England, 
though  it  had  fpread  like  a plague  through  many  of  the  fouthern  parts  of 
Europe  about  a century  before,  and  had  carried  off  great  numbers  of  people, 
children  efpecially. 

From  the  time  of  its  firft:  appearing  in  this  nation,  it  has  vifited  many  parts 
of  the  kingdom,  with  different  degrees  of  violence,  as  different  caufes  con- 
tributed to- render  it  more  or  lefs  malignant. 

It  is  probable  that  this  kind  of  Sore-throat  may  continue  amongft  us  for 
the  future,  breaking  out  with  more  or  lefs  feverity,  as  feafons,  fituations, 
and  other  circumftances,  may  concur.  And, 

Though  its  afpedt  has  fometimes  varied,  according  to  the  epidemic  con- 
ftitution,  yet  upon  the  whole  it  has  feldom,  in  any  place  that  I have  heard  of, 
deviated  fo  far  from  the  following  defcription,  as  to  leave  it  doubtful  under 
what  fpecies  of  difeafe  it  ought  to  be  ranked. 

Warranted  by  the  authority  of  thofe  Phyficians  who  had  early  and  ex- 
tenfive  opportunities  of  obferving  this  diftemper  in  Italy,  Spain,  and  other 
countries,  at  its  firft  breaking  out  in  Europe,  as  well  as  by  the  experience  of 
fome  Phyficians  at  home,  the  late  very  eminent  and  learned  Dr.  Letherland 
particularly,  inftead  of  treating  it  as  an  inflammatory  difeafe,  which  a Sore- 
throat  was  generally  deemed  to  be  in  this  country,  a warmer  regimen  was  pro- 
pofed,  and  fuch  as  is  moft  commonly  purfued  in  putrid  fevers,  and  diforders 
allied  to  them. 

This  method  has  for  the  moft  part  fucceeded  very  happily ; and  it  now 
feems  to  be  the  concurrent  opinion  of  the  moft  experienced  in  the  faculty, 
that  a generous  and  cordial  regimen,  is  in  this  fpecies  of  Sore-throat  the  moft 
falutary. 

Amongft  all  the  fymptoms  which  attend  this  difeafe,  there  is  none  more 
formidable  than  perpetual  warchfulnefs,  with  a delirium.  Tliefe  fymptoms 
moft  commonly  affecft  adults,  and  efpecially  the  fanguine  and  plethoric. 

The  throat,  in  thefe  circumftances,  is  feldom  much  ulcerated ; this  part 
is  the  leaft  of  their  complaints  : the  patients  are  hot,  reftiefs,  and,  though 

* The  fixth  and  laft  edition  of  this  interefting  prcdu&ion  was  reprinted  in  1777  ; to  which,  and 
the  preceding  edition  only,  this  Preface  was  prefixed.  Editor. 
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delirious,  are  ftmible  for  a moment,  and  anfwer  queftions  put  to  them,  not 
improperly.  The  fkin  is  covered  with  a deep  eryfipclatous  rednefs,  and 
always  dry,  as  they  are  continually  moving  about.  The  pulfe  is  quick,  fmall, 
and  hard  j the  urine  various,  often  turbidj  yet  fometimes  clear  and  flame- 
coloured. 

In  fuch  cafes  bleeding  feems  not  only  allowable,  but  neceflary,  efpecially 
by  cupping  from  the  back  of  the  head,  or  by  leeches  from  the  temples ; 
from  the  arm  perhaps  it  might  occaflon  too  great  faintnefs  ; and  a retreat; 
of  that  eruption,  which  though  no  critical  difcharge,  but  rather  a fymptom 
of  malignity,  ought  not  to  be  reprefied. 

After  bleeding,  the  Bark,  conjoined  with  alexipharmacs,  as  the  fimple 
or  compound  powder  of  Contrayerva , ConfeElio  Cardiac  a,  or  the  like,  may 
be  exhibited,  in  quantity  and  frequency  proportioned  to  the  age  and 
fymptoms. 

The  ufe  of  the  Bark  in  the  cure  of  this  difeafe,  was  unknown  to  the  early 
pra&itioners.  It  is  but  of  late  that  this  celebrated  medicine  has  been  ufed- 
with  freedom  in  this  as  well  as  in  other  putrid  difeafes,  and  with  great 
advantage. 

The  difficulty  of  prevailing  upon  children  affiifted  with  this  diftemper  to 
take  any  kind  of  medicine,  put  me  early  on  trying  the  Bark  in  clyfters, 
and  fometimes  when  there  feemed  very  little  chance  of  relieving  them  by 
any  means.  To  very  young  children,  two  or  three  drachms  of  .the  Bark,  in 
fine  powder,  “have  been  given  every  fix  hours.,  in  three  or  four  ounces  of 
broth,  as  . a clyfter,  adding  a fmall  quantity  of  the  Eledl.  e Scordio  to  the  fecond 
or  third,  if  the  firft  was  difeharged  too  fpeedily;  and  this  has  faved  many, 
when  not  a drop  of  any  medicine,  and  fcarcely  any  kind  of  nourishment, 
could  be  fw allowed. 

Adults  may  take  half  a drachm  of  the  powder  in  an  ounce  and  a half  of  the 
decoction,  warmed  with  any  grateful  compound  water,  every  two  or  three 
hours ; taking  particular  care  to  prevent  any  conflderable  tendency  to  a 
diarrhoe  a,  from  the  ufe  of  the  medicine. 

Free,  but  not  cold  air,  plenty  of  liquid  nutriment  and  generous,  with  con- 
ftant  attention  to  keep  the  patients  clean,  their  mouths  and  throats  often 
walhed,  and  their  linen  changed,  contribute  greatly  to  the  .cure  of  this 
difeafe.  While  their  fkin  is  covered  with  that  deep  efflorefcence,  if  they  are 
at  all  fenflble,  they  often  complain  of  the  lead  admiffion  of  cold  air,  and 
very  frequently  of  much  ficknefs  and  opprefiion,  if  this  efflorefcence  fpeedily 
difappears. 

To  favour  this  eruption,  it  will  always  be  proper  to  put  thofe  who  are 
feized  with  this  diftemper  to  bed  as  early  after  feizure  as  poftible,  and  to  give 
the  mild  and  cordial  diaphoretics.  And,  as  ta  prefervative,  I have  often 
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recommended  the  Bark  to  be  given  both  in  deco<5Hon  and  fubftance,  with  the 
addition  of  fuch  a quantity  of  the  volatile  tin&ure  of  Guaiacum , as  may  render 
it  gently  purgative. 

Though  the  Faculty  and  the  Public  are  now  fufiiciently  convinced  of  the 
exiftence  of  this  diftemper,  and  it  may  feem,  therefore,  needlefs  to  continue 
fo  many  teftimonies  of  it ; yet  as  this  recapitulation  may  ferve  as  an  index 
to  fome  of  the  molt  approved  authors  on  the  fubjedl,  it  may  not  be  without 
its  ufe  to  inquifitive  praftitioners ; and  others  may  eafily  pafs  it  over  to  a 
part  in  which  they  are  more  immediately  interefted,  viz.  the  knowledge  and 
cure  of  this  difeafe,  as  it  has  appeared,  and  ftill  continues  to  appear,  in 
many  parts  of  this  nation... 

J.  Fo 

Nov*  2.5,  1.769*. 
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part  I. 


Of  the  SORE-THROAT  attended  with  ULCERS; 


HE  difeafe  which  is  called,  by  the  Spaniards,  Garrotillo  * ; by  the  Ita- 


lians, and  other  nations.  Morbus  Jirangulatorius , Pejiilens  Faucium  Affeblus, 
Epidemua  Gutturis  Luesy  and  by  divers  other  appellations  f ; is  faid  to  have 
appeared  firft  in  Spain  about  the  year  1610;  to  have  fpread  from  thence 
to  Malta,  Sicily,  Otranto,  Apulia,  Calabria,  and  the  Campagnia,  in  the  lpace 
of  a few  years;  and  to  have  broke  out  at  Naples  in  1618,  where  it  conti- 
nued upwards  of  20  years  ravaging  the  different  parts  of  that  kingdom 

It  is  not  certainly  known  how  much  longer  it  remained  in  thele  countries, 
or  to  what  others  it  was  communicated  at  that  time,  its  declenfion  being  as 
obfcure  as  the  caufes  it  fprung  from.  That  it  wholly  difappeared  in  thefe 
parts,  foon  after  the  time  above-mentioned,  feems  probable,  from  the  filence 
of  thofe  phyficians,  who  have  publifhed  their  obfervations  made  in  the  places, 
which  had  fo  feverely  felt  the  effedts  of  this  diftemper. 

Several  writers,  as  Wierus  §,  Forreftus  ||,  Ramazzini  **,  and  others,  take 
notice  of  epidemic  affedtions  of  the  throat,  in  fome  refpedts  refembling  the 
difeafe  here  defcribed ; but  a little  attention  to  the  fymptoms  of  each  will,  I 

# Ab  Hifpanis  Garrotillo  appellatur,  ut  cadem  patiantur  Angina  laborantes,  quae  facinoroft 
homines,  cum  injedlo  circa  collum  fune  llrangulantur.  Epift.  R.  Moreau  ad  Th.  Barth.  Epift. 
Med.  Cent.  i.  p.  336. 

f AfFeftus  fuffocatorius,  Carbunculus  anginofus,  Phlegmone  anginofa.  Angina  peftilentialis. 
Morbus  Gulte,  Morbus  Puerorum,  Pellilens  ac  prrefocans  pueros  abfceflus,  Tonfillae  peftilentes, 
Arxptin  XoipA/ic,  Apthje  malignae,  Pallio  anginofa,  Laqueus  gutturis,  &c.  Vide  Cortef.  Mifcel. 
Med.  p.  666.  Severin.  et  Epift.  Ren.  Moreau  ad  Th.  Bart  hoi.  de  Laryngotomia. 

% Severin.  de  recondita  abfceflam  natur.  p.  446. 

§ Joh.  Wieri  Obfervat.  lib.  vi.  de  Angina  peftilenti  epidemica,  Oper.  p.  910, 

[I  Pet.  Forreft.  Obfervat.  lib.  vi.  de  Febribus  publice  grafiantibus,  p.  m.  150. 

**  Bern.  Ramazzini  Conftitutiones  Epidem.  Oper.  p.  195,  & feq. 


As  it  appeared  in  Spain,  Italy,  Sicily,  &c. 
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think,  difcover  an  efiential  difference  between  them.  The  fame,  I think, 
may  be  faid  of  the  fore-throat  and  the  fcarlet  fever,  which  fbewed  itfelf  ar 
Edinburgh  in  1733  *. 

Tournefort,  in  his  voyage  to  the  Levant  f,  feems  to  have  met  with  this- 
difeafe  in  the  iflands  of  the  Archipelago ; at  leaft  fo  far  as  one  can  judge 
from  the  imperfedt  defcription  we  have  of  it.  His  account  is  as  follows  : 

“ When  we  were  in  this  ifland  (Milo)  there  raged  a terrible  diftemper, 
“ not  uncommon  in  the  Levant  ■,  it  carries  off  children  in  twice  24  hours : 
“ it  is  a carbuncle  or  plague-fore  in  the  bottom  of  the  throat,  attended  with 
(<  a violent  fever.  This  malady,  which  may  be  called  the  child’s  plague, 
“ is  epidemical,  tho’  it  fpares  adult  people.  The  belt  way  to  check  the 
" progrefs  of  it,  is  to  vomit  the  child  the  moment  he  is  perceived  to  grow 
f(  heavy-headed.  This  remedy  muft  be  repeated,  according  as  there  is  oc- 

cafion,  in  order  to  evacuate  a fort  of  aqua  fortis  that  difcharges  itfelf  on 
“ the  throat.  It  is  neceffary  to  fupport  the  circulation  of  the  juices,  and  the 
<f  (Length  of  the  patient,  with  fpirituous  things  j fuch  as  the  'Theriaca,  Spir. 
ff  vol.  cleof.  aromat.  and  the  like.  The  folution  of  liquid  ftyrax  in  brandy 
<f  is  an  excellent  gargarifm  upon  this  occafion.  Tho’  it  is  a cafe  that  requires 
“ the  greateft  difpatch,  the  Levantines  are  feldom  much  in  hafte  in  the  cure 
“ of  any  difeafe.” 

This  account  does  not  difagree  in  general  with  that  which  has  been  left 
us  of  the  morbus  firangulatorius  ■,  only  he  is  fingular  in  afferting  it  to  arife 
from  a kind  of  aqua  fortis  difcharged  upon  the  parts  ; but  his  favourite  ftudy 
had  engroffed  his  attention,  and  to  this  we  muft  impute  both  the  prefent 
miftake,  and  his  want  of  accuracy  and  precifion  too  frequently,  when  he- 
treats  upon  medical  fubjebts. 

When  it  firft  broke  out  in  the  countries  above-mentioned,  it  foon  engaged 
the  phyficians  of  thofe  times,  as  well  tb  obfcrve  its  nature,  effedls,  and  what- 
ever might  contribute  to  its  cure,  as  to  vindicate  their  refpebtive  fyftems» 
and  opinions  and  out  of  fuch  of  the  trafts  then  publifhed  as  I have  had' 
an  opportunity  of  perufing,  the  following  account  of  it,  as  it  appeared  at: 
that  time,  has  been  collected. 

Ludovicus  Mercatus,  phyfician  to  Philip  II.  and  III.  Kings  of  Spain,  among- 
.his  Confultations,  publifhed  in  tome  V.  of  his  works  t,  has  one  upon  this-, 
difeafe  He  mentions  it  as  a calamity  which  had  but  newly  appeared,  and. 

* Medical  Effays,  vol.  iii.  p.  26. 

f Tournefort’s  Voyage  to  the  Levant,  vol.  i.  p.  135. 

J.  D.  Ludovici  Mercati,  medicl  a cubiculo  Philippi  III.  Hiipaniarum  Regis,  &c.  Oper.  Tom.  5, 
Francof.  1614 

§ De  Faucium  et  Gutturis  anginofis  et  lethalibus  Ulceribus.  Coafultatio  xxiv.  p.  137. 
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at  that  time  affedled  feveral  provinces  and  cities  of  that  kingdom.  He  has 
related  only  one  cafe  ; but  in  commenting  upon  it,  according  to  the  me- 
thod of  writing  on  difeafes  then  in  ufe,  he  takes  notice  of  feveral  circum- 
ftances  relative  to  it,  and  makes  fome  obfervations  refpedting  the  cure, 
which,  tho’  they  feem  to  have  been  neglected  by  many  who  fucceeded  him, 
experience  hath  fince  fhewn  to  be  juft  : fome  of  thefe  will  be  pointed  out 
in  their  proper  places ; and,  confidering  that  he  -wrote  very  loon  after  the 
diilemper  broke  out,  the  approbation  prefixed  to  this  part  of  his  work  be- 
ing dated  in  16 11,  they  are  a proof  of  his  attention  and  fagacity. 

Johannes  Andreas  Sgarabatus,  a phyfician  of  Naples,  publifbed  a treatife 
upon  this  fubje.£t  in  1620  *.  He  gives  us  a methodical  and  pretty  exadft 
hiilory  of  the  fymptoms,  and  method  of  cure  both  general  and  topical,  toge- 
ther with  a fummary  view  of  the  dilputes,  which  were  at  that  time  ma- 
naged with  fufficient  heat  and  acrimony,  in  relation  to  its  name,  caufe,  and 
nature  ; about  which  they  were  as  much  divided  as  they  were  about  the  me- 
thod of  cure ; each  party  appealing  to  Hippocrates,  Galen,  Avicenna,  &c. 
for  the  fupport  of  their  opinions  concerning  a difeafe,  which  it  i#  not  certain 
that  thofe  whom  they  appeal  to  ever  knew. 

Johannes  Baptilla  Cortefius,  in  his  Mijcellanea  Medico,  f,  takes  notice  of  this 
difeafe,  and  deferibes  its  principal  fymptoms,  in  a letter  to  Jo.  Anton.  An- 
guilloni,  phyfician  in  chief  to  the  Maltefe  gallies.  He  confiders  it  indeed  as 
a different  diftemper  from  that  which  infefted  Naples,  and  other  parts  of 
Italy  ; tho’,  from  his  own  account  of  it,  there  appears  little  reafon  to  queftion 
its  being  the  fame.  He  feems  to  have  been  led  into  this  miftake,  by  confi- 
dering the  difeafe  he  treats  of,  as  contagious  only  in  a certain  limited  fenfe, 
w.hilft  the  Italians,  as  fome  of  the  Spaniards  had  aifo  done,  declared  theirs  to 
be  pefiilential  and  contagious  without  reftri (Scion.  He  allows,  that  the  breath 
of  a perfon  afreded  might  convey  the  contagious  effluvia  to  another  near 
at  hand  ; and  gives  an  inftance  of  one  who  got  the  difeafe,  and  died  of  it, 
by  trying,  at  his  friend’s  requeit,  who  then  laboured  under  this  difeafe,  if  his 
breath  was  affedted  J ; for  from  this  circumftance  they  gueffed  at  the  degree 
of  danger  attending  the  fide. 

. -In 

* De  peftilente  faucium  affe&u  Neapoli  feviente,  opufculum,  auciore  jo.  Andrea  Sgambato, 
philolbpho  ac  medico  Neapolitano,  et  academico  otiefo.  Neapoli  excudeba;  Tarquinius  Longus, 
1620,  in  qto. 

f Joannis  Baptiftae  Cortefii,  medici  ac  philofophi,  in  MelTanenfi  academia  praxim  ordinariam 
e.prima  fede  interpretantis,  Mifcellaneorum  Medicinalium  Decades  Dena;.  Mefianae  1625,  in  fol. 

I Divi  Francifci  Cuftos,  vir  doftrina  et  moribus  infignis,  hac  lue  obfeffus,  tonfillas  folummodo 
et  gargareonem  inflammatione  ltefa  habebat,  et  continuo  querebatur  fe  percipere  in  ore  feetarem 
ejjendam  ; et  ut  hac  de  re  certior  redderetur,  ad  fe  vocavit  bacca’aureum  quendam  fibi  ami- 
cifllmum,  qui  maximo  afFeftu  affiftebat,  rogavitque  ut  vellet  olfacere,  percipereque  naribus,  an 

verum 
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In  1636,  fEtius  Cletus,  of  Signia  in  Italy,  publifhed  his  treatife  De  Morba> 
Jlrangulatorio  N He  mentions  fome  fads  relating  to  it,  that  had  efcaped 
Sgambatus  and  Cortefius,  which  will  be  taken  notice  of  hereafter. 

Marcus  Aurelius  Severinus,  PrbfefTor  of  Anatomy  and  Surgery,-  and  phy- 
fician  to  the  Hofpital  of  Incurables  at  Naples,,  wrote'  a differtation  upon  this 
difeafe,  under  the  title  of  Padanchone  Loimodes,  Jeu.  de  pefiilente  ac  prafocante 
Pueros  Abjcejfu  ; and  annexed  it  to  the  fecond  edition  of  his  book  De  recondita 
AbfceJJuum  Natura , which  was  printed  in  1643  j-.  From  a perfon  of  his 
capacity,  and  furnifhed  with  the  beft  opportunities  of  feeing  the  difeafe  in- 
every  ftage  and  condition,  we  might  reafonably  have  expected  fuch  obferva- 
tions  as  would  enable  one  to  form  a juft  idea  of  this  diftemper but  we  meet 
with  little  of  this  kind  in  his  performance.  He  has  indeed  mentioned  fome 
circumftances  relating  to  its  hiftory,  not  taken  notice  of  by  the  other  writers 
I have  feen,  and  his  method  of  cure  is  different  from  the  reft ; but  he  re- 
fers us  to  others  for  an  account  of  the  fymptoms,-  and  contents  himfelf  with 
reciting  and  commenting  upon  Aretaeus’s  defcription  of  the  Ulcera  Syriacar 
which  he  takes  for  granted  to  have  been  the  fame  with  the  difeafe  at  that  time 
infefting  Naples;  tho’  very  probably  without  fufficient  realon. 

Petrus  Michael  de  Heredia,  phyfieian  to  Philip  IV.  King  of  Spain,  in 
his  Dijputationes  de  Morbis  acutis , treats  of  this  difeafe  exprefsly  in,  feveral 
chapters  under  the  title  of  Angina  Maligna.  His  hiftory  of  the  fymptoms 
contains  feveral  circumftances  which  were  not  taken  notice  of  by  any  other 
writer  I have  feen  ; fo  that  though  he  was  probably  among  the  laft  of  the 
Spanifh  phyficians  who  wrote  upon  this  fubjeft,  yet  the  diligence  of  his 
predeceffors  had  not  wholly  exhaufted  it.  In  the  fecond  edition  of  Heredia’s 
works,  which  was  that  I marie  ufe  of  nothing  appears  whereby  to  afcer- 
tain  the  time  exaflly  when  he  wrote  his  account ; but  as  he  mentions  the 
Pclyanthea  of  De  la  Parra,  which,  according  to  Ren.  Moreau  in  Bartholine’s 

verum  effet  talem  foetorem  emittere,  an  ab  ejus  imaginatione  prodiret : olfeeit  baccalaureus, 
me  (fci!.  Cortefio)  praefente,  et  multis  aliis  : at  ftatim  non  multis  elapfis  horis  decubuit  fola  fau- 
cium  et  glandalarum  inflammatione  vexatus,  abfque  aliqua  manifelta  corruptione  partium, 
omnibufque  prxfidiis  ex  arte  faftis,  quarto  die  iuffocatus  pcriit ; et  tamen  Cuftodem  non  tetigerat, 
fed  folo  olfaftu  aerem  ab  ore  prodeuntem  naribus  traxerat : quare  ab  htrjufmodi  exemplo  veni  in 
fententiam  hunc  morbum  non  effe  abfque  aliqua  contagione.  Cort.  Mifcel.  p.  698. 

* De  morbo  iirangulatorio,  opus  AEtii  Cleti  Signini,  doftoris  medici  et  philofophi.  Romae 
1636,  8vo. 

f De  recondita  abice/Tuum  natura,  libri  8.  Marci  Aurelij  Severini  Tharfienfis,  philofophi  et 
medici,  regio  in  gymnafio  Neapolitano  anatoines  et  chirurgi^  profefloris.  Editio  fecunda,  Fran- 
cofurti  ad  Marnam  1643.  And  again  printed  with  Bartholine’s  Exercitationes,  as  a commentary 
upon  it,  and  Villani’s  Therapeuta  Neapolitanus,  feu  Veni  mecum  Confultor.  Neapoli  1653. 

I Petri  Michaelis  de  Heredia  Complutenfis — Philippi  IV.  Hifpaniarum  regis  archiatri— Opera 
medicinalia— Lugduni  1673.  fol. 
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Epiflles,  was  printed  at  Madrid  in  1625,  it  is  plain  that  he  muft  have 
written  after  this  time. 

One  might  juflly  expedt  fome  curious  obfervations  upon  this  difeafe,  from 
a perfon  fo  well  qualified  for  it  as  Thomas  Bartholine  : he  was  in  Italy  whilft 
it  raged  there,  and,  it  might  be  fuppofed,  would  be  attentive  to  the  mi- 
nuted circumftance  relating  to  it,  and  be  inquifitive  enough  to  know  what 
men  of  character  had  faid  upon  it.  But  the  Treatife  which  he  wrote  upon 
this  difeafe,  and  publifhed  in  1646  *,  contains  fo  little  to  the  purpofe,  that 
it  is  difficult  to  conceive  for  what  end  it  was  written,  unlefs  to  compliment 
his  mailer  Severinus,  which  he  does  very  liberally  f. 

According  to  the  accounts  which  have  been  left  by  thefe  Authors,  it  ap- 
pears, that  the  difeafe  which  they  defcribe  was  extremely  malignant,  and 
mod  particularly  fatal  to  children,  though  adults,  if  they  wrere  much  con- 
verfant  about  the  fick,  were  very  often  feized  with  it ; yet  more  of  thefe 
recovered  in  proportion  than  of  children  ; and  it  was  obferved,  that  more 
boys  got  well  through  the  difeafe  than  girls : fome  thought,  that  fuch  of  this 
fex  as  had  black  eyes  differed  more  from  it  than  others. 

As  it  was  fometimes  obferved  to  carry  off  whole  families  together,  and 
to  fpread  to  thofe  places  fird,  between  which,  and  the  countries  affected 
by  it,  the  communication  was  mod  frequent ; and  alfo  that  children,  fent  away 
from  the  towns  where  it  raged,  in  order  to  avoid  it,  efcaped  v/hild  they  were 
kept  at  a didance,  but  had  it  on  their  return,  if  the  difeafe  was  not  ex- 
tinguifhed  ; it  was  almod  univerfally  allowed  to  be  contagious 

Thofe  who  were  feized  with  it,  fird  complained  of  a pain  or  forenefs  in 
the  throat,  with  a diffnefs  of  the  neck,  an  uneafinefs  on  moving  it,  as  if  a 

• Thomae  Bartholini  de  Angina  Puerorum  Campania  Siciliatque  epidemica  excrcitationes, 
Lut.  Parifior.  164.6. 

+ Zacutus  Lufitanus  alfo  mentions  this  difeafe,  and  relates  an  unhappy  infiance  of  its  efFe&sin 
the  following  terms  : 

In  his  pardbus  (fcil.  faucibus)  ex  humoris  virulenti  afHuxu  gignuntur  carbunctilofe  infjam- 
mationes,  quae  peftis  dirae,  aut  veneni  promptiflimi  inftar,  contagio  quodam,  pueros  et  adultos 
corripiunt  ; et  fawis  maleficentiffimifque  ftipatte  fymptomatis  cidffimam  necem  inferre  folent. 
Malum  in  Hifpania  non  mulds  abhinc  annis  frequens,  vulgus  medicorum  Hifpano  fermone  Garrotille 
nuncupat  ; de  cujus  effentia,  periculo,  brevitate,  et  complicatione  uilivi  et  ulcerofi  tumoris,  ac 
deleteria  corruptione,  laconice  dicam.  Hoc  fuit  preflus  biennis  infans,  fanguineus  et  obefus.  Primo 
die  ex  catarrhofa  deSuxione  in  luftocationem  pene  incurrit,  difficulter  refpirabat,  et  lac  deglutiebat, 
et  febri  acuta  affe&us,  nee  plorare  poterat.  In  parte  gutturis  dextra  extefna,  glandulofus  apparuit 
tumorcum  dolore  multo.  Secunda  die  intra  fauces  ulcus  vifum  eft  ad  nigrum  vergens,  quod  putri- 
lago  et  mollities  multa  comitabantur ; et  ab  ore  feetor  horri bil is  prodibat,  magnum  certe  corrup- 
tionis  complete  indicium.  Tertio  die  nullis  adjutus  auxiliis  ft/angulatus  eft  extinctus.  De  Praxi 
Medic.  Admiranda,  lib.  1.  obferv.  20. 

J Quod  ad  contagium  attinet,  hoc  communi  omnium  confenfu  atque  experimento  evincitur. 
Severin.  p.  44.2. 
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cord  was  twilled  about  it,  a difficulty  in  fwallowing,  and  frequently  in 
breathing  alfo,  with  a difagreeable  fetid  fmell  and  tafte.  On  infpeflion,  the 
Uvula,  the  Tonfls,  Pharynx , and  the  whole  Fauces , appeared  of  a remarkably 
florid  red  colour,  like  that  attending  an  Eryfipelas : this  colour  was  not  uni- 
formly  intenfe,  but  fome  parts  feemed  to  be  of  a deeper  dye  than  others. 
The  parts  above-mentioned  were  fwelled  more  or  lefs,  though  not  always, 
fo  much  as  to  affect  refpiration,  as  in  a common  Angina. 

If  the  attack  was  violent,  they  had  an  extreme  difficulty  in  breathing, 
and  alfo  in  fwallowing,  with  a kind  of  compreffive  pain  and  flraitnefs  of 
the  bread:  and  back,  a rednefs  of  the  whole  face  and  neck,  great  heat  of  all 
the  parts  affedted,  the  voice  much  injured,  an  unquenchable  third:,  and  the 
patient  feemingly  in  danger  of  being  choaked  *.  In  fome,  the  fwelling  and 
ulcers  of  the  fauces  were  apparent  upon  looking  into  the  mouth  ; in  others, 
nothing  could  be  feen,  but  a mod:  offenfive  putrid  fmell  was  perceivable.  A 
fever  came  on  with  the  other  fymptoms,  and  was  frequently  accompanied 
with  fin  all  pimples  and  eruptions  like  flea-bites.  In  very  bad  cafes,  this 
fever,  which  Mercatus  calls  a mod:  malignant  one  f,  did  not  always  difcover 
its  violence  or  malignity  at  firfl ; but  it  was  not  the  lefs  formidable  on  this 
account  £.  * 

On  the  fame  day,  or  the  day  following,  fuch  parts  of  the  fauces  as  at  firfl 
feemed  to  be  of  a deeper  colour  than  the  red:,  turned  white,  afh-coloured, 
or  black  : this  was  not  occafioned  by  any  cruft  or  matter  fuperinduced  upon 
the  parts,  but  proceeded  from  a gangrenous  colliquation  of  them,  the  fub- 
ftance  itfelf  being  mortified. 

The  voice  was  hoarfe  and  obfcure,  not  as  in  a common  cold,  but  as  it  is  in 
thofe  people  who  have  venereal  ulcers  in  the  throat  :■  fo  that,  from  this  affec- 
tion of  the  voice  alone,  fome  were  able  to  guefs  at  the  difeafe  §. 

The  neck  and  throat  foon  after  began  to  fwell  externally  ; the  tumour  was 
of  a foft  oedematous  kind,  and  increafed  in  magnitude  as  the  difeafe  ad- 
vanced. All  the  fymptoms  were  aggravated  during  the  night,.  If  the 
patients  had  any  interval  of  quiet,  it  was  commonly  in  the  day-time  ]|. 

* difficultas  refpirandi,  et  non  raro  deglutiendi,  cum  pedtoris  et  dorfi  dolore  ac  veluti 

compreflione  fuffocante,  fimul  cum  peftilente  odore,  et  vehementi  harum  omnium  partium  ardore* 
et  rubore  totius  oris  et  colli,  cum  vocis  et  loquelae  vitio,  ac  linguae  extra&ione,  et  liti  incom- 
pefcibili.  Mercat.  Confult.  p.  136. 

f Maxime  ob  maligniflimam  febrem,  quam  plerumq*te  fibi  adjundlam  habet,  &c.  Confult. 
p.  136. 

$ — nec  multum  fidere  oportet,  fi  febris  mox  non  apparuit  aut  fuccrefcat,  nam  fiepe  citius 
fuffocat  affeftio,  quam  caufa  fuccendatur  ; ac  non  raro  malignitas  humoris  corrumpit  fpiritus  et 
mortem  accelerat,  fine  eo  quod  febris  fuccendatur,  Mercat.  Confult.  p.  137. 

$ Severin.  p.  442. 
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About  the  fourth  day  this  tumour  was  generally  grown  very  large,  and  the 
white  places  in  the  fauces  began  to  turn  black $ a putrid  corrofive  fanies  was 
difcharged  by  the  mouth  and  noftrils  * ; the  breath  grew  extremely  offenfive  ; 
refpiration,  if  hitherto  not  much  affedted,  now  became  difficult,  and  the  pa- 
tient expired  in  a very  ffiort  time. 

Though  this  was  the  common  progrefs  of  the  difeafe,  where  it  terminated 
unhappily,  yet  it  often  varied  from  this  type,  and  was  attended  with  very  dif- 
ferent fymptoms.  Some  had  an  extreme  difficulty  of  breathing  almoft  from 
the  firft:  ; fome  had  a violent  cough  ; fome  were  comatous  ■,  others  had  a de- 
lirium ; fome  died  in  a lethargic  itupor ; others  bled  to  death  at  the  nofe ; 
whilft  others  again  had  none  of  thefe  fymptoms,  but  were  carried  off  fud- 
denly  by  an  inftantaneous  fuffocation.  The  ccjophagus  in  fome  was  fphacelated 
down  to  the  ftomach  ; the  aj-pera  arteria , in  others,  to  the  lungs.  As  thefe 
could  only  breathe  in  an  erecff  pofition  ; fo  tliofe  could  fwallow  nothing  when 
the  parts  were  fo  affetffed.  The  noftrils  difcharged  a fetid  ichor,  fometimes 
mixed  with  blood ; and  fometimes  blood  alone,  without  mixture.  This 
bleeding  at  the  nofe  feemed  at  firit,  in  one  cafe,  to  give  relief ; but  the  pa- 
tient foon  after  died  f.  Mercatus  relates  an  inftance  of  a child  that  had  the 
difeafe,  in  which  the  acrimony  of  the  humour  difcharged  from  the  ulcers  was 
fo  great  as  to  inflame  the  nurfe’s  breaft,  and  brought  on  a mortification.  He 
alfo  tells  us,  that  the  father  of  the  child  whofe  cafe  is  defcribed  above,  hav- 
ing frequently  put  his  finger  in  the  child’s  mouth,  to  draw  out  the  vifcid 
phlegm,  had  his  finger  inflamed,  and  was  feized  with  the  fame  diftemper 

Thefe  were  the  fymptoms  in  general,  and  they  judged  of  the  event  by  the 
mildnefs  of  their  progrefs,  or  the  contrary : though  it  was  agreed,  that  no- 
thing could  be  more  fallacious  than  this  difeafe ; and  that  the  mofi:  ex- 
perienced were  often  deceived  in  their  prognoftic. 

If  the  rednefs  of  the  fauces  above  defcribed,  which  appeared  at  firft  being 
feized,  was  fucceeded  by  an  ulceration,  without  any  of  that  whitenefs  (which 

• Quibus  etiam  accedit  fublimis  refpiratio  et  alta  ac  fpirituum  revuldo,  cum  maxima  pinnarum 
naii  diftenfione. — Saniei  per  os  et  nares  excretio,  variis  ulcerum  coloribus  et  intenfiffimo  fcetore 
naufeam  plerumque  movente  cum  fordida  excretione.  In  aliquibus  vero  extra,  prope  cervicem, 
et  infra  mentum  glandulae  apparent,  peiliferi  morbi  naturam  redolentes,  et  univerfa  cervix,  et 
collum  intumefcunt,  et  fauces  cum  robore  faturato,  inftar  laqueo  fuffocatorum.  Merc.  Confulr. 
p.  136. 

f Sever!  n.  p.  440. 

t erat  quidem  dira  humoris  conditio  adeo  perniciofa,  efficax  et  contagiofa,  quod  di- 

gitum  patris  indicem,  quo  extrahebat  eum  fuccum  ab  ore  filii,  mordicaret,  et  in  ruborem  moveret 
cum  dolore : tandem  mox  pater  conquerebatur  de  difficultate  refpirandi  et  deglutiendi  cum  dolore 
et  tumore  faucium,  ac  faturato  colore,  et  glandulis  extra  apparentibus  juxta  mentum.  Ex  quibus 
fecundo  die  halitum  prave  olentem  expirabat;  ita  ut  jure  optimo  podis  colligere,  contagio  filii 
patrem  fuiffe  affedlum.  Mercat.  Conf.  p.  139. 
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for  the  future  I {hall  call  Houghs),  if  the  fwelling  about  the  neck  and  throat 
was  not  large,  if  the  patient  difcharged  by  the  mouth  confiderable  quantities 
of  thin  pituitous  matter,  if  the  breath  was  not  foetid,  and  the  patient  had  no 
difguft  to  his  food,  if  the  eyes  retained  their  proper  luftre,  all  was  judged  to  be 
fecure. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  the  luftre  of  the  eyes  was  confiderably  faded  * * * §,  if 
the  external  oedematous  tumour  was  very  large,  if  the  breath  ftunk,  if  the 
fauces  were  livid  or  black,  with  a coma  or  delirium,  if  with  thefe  the  patient 
had  an  averfion  to  his  nourifhment,  and  his  breathing  became  difficult  or 
laborious,  the  danger  was  judged  to  be  extreme. 

It  was  not  obferved  that  the  difeafe  had  any  ftated  crifis ; or  that  the 
figns  of  recovery,  or  death,  appeared  on  any  certain  day.  Some  died  on  the 
firft,  others  on  the  fecond,  third,  and  on  every  day,  to  the  feventh  though 
the  greateft  part  died  before  the  fourth  f . Thofe  who  furvived  the  four- 
teenth were  thought  to  be  out  of  danger,  at  leaf;  from  the  difeafe  itfelf  ^ ; 
though  fome  dropped  off  unexpectedly,  after  a much  longer  reprieve  §. 

The  confequences  of  this  difeafe  were  often  felt  a long  time  after  it  had 
ceafed.  An  exceffive  languor  and  weaknefs  continued  for  many  months ; 
and  the  voice  or  deglutition  was  frequently  affecled,  fo  as  to  be  perceivable 
in  fome  almoft  a year  after  ||. 

It  was  however  obferved,  that  notwithftanding  the  difeafe  moft  frequently 
was  accompanied  with  fymptoms  of  peftilential  malignity,  yet  it  fometimes 
appeared  with  a much  more  favourable  afpeft ; its  progrefs  not  being  fo  quick, 
nor  its  fymptoms  fo  violent  and  dangerous,  as  hath  here  been  defcribed  to  be 
the  cafe  in  general  **.  At  its  firft  breaking  out  in  any  place,  it  was  com- 
monly the  moft  fevere ; it  then  fpared  no  age  or  fex,  but  fwept  off  adults 
together  with  infants  ff.  By  degrees  it  became  lefs  violent,  and  at  length 
either  wholly  difappeared,  or  was  of  fo.  little  confequence  as  to  be  difregarded. 

We  are  directed,  by  moft  of  the  authors  I have  feen,  to  begin  the  cure 
of  this  diftemper,  whenever  we  are  called  in  time,  with  evacuations,  the  chief 
whereof  are  bleeding  and  purging  : -which  of  the  two  ought  to  precede,  was 
not  a little  difputed ; but  it  was  on  all  hands  agreed,  that  unlefs  thefe  re- 

* Hoc  unum  falutis  eft  indicium  vel  interitus : dum  oculorum  nitor  adfervatur,  falutis  fpes  Tem- 
per adeft  ; quo  tempore  hie  deperiit,  in  propinquo  mors  eft.  JE tii  Cleti  Op. 

4 indies  magis  ac  magis  hsc  accidentia  crefcunt,  donee  breviftimo  tempore  laborantium 

majorem  partem  perimat,  idque  non  raro  intra  quartum  diem.  Merc.  p.  137. 

X Astii  Cleti  Op.  de  Morbo  ftrangulatorio. 

§ Quinimo  poft  xxx  dies,  et  xl.  jam  prarepti  morbi  furoribus,  prteter  omnium  opinionem  ex 
improvifo  hunt  extinSi,  Adeo  fell,  latitans  et  recondita  veneni  vis  eft.  Severin.  p.  440. 

||  JEt.  Clet. 

**  Severin. 

41  — ut  peftis  more  in  citiffimam  mortem  pueros  et  adultos  deducat.  Merc.  Confult.  p.  135,. 
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medies  were  very  early  applied,  as  they  were  principally  ufeful  by  way  of 
revulfion,  they  were  not  only  of  no  advantage  to  the'  patient,  but  highly  in- 
jurious *.  Obfervations  of  this  kind,  we  are  told  f,  induced  feveral  phyficians 
to  omit  bleeding  entirely ; and  it  was,  probably,  the  reafon  why  thofe  who  were 
friends  to  venefe&ion  ordered  it  more  fparingly  in  this,  than  in  mofc  other 
acute  difeafes  Severinus,  who  was  by  no  means  a timid  operator,  orders 
from  four  to  eight  ounces  to  be  taken  away ; v/hich,  confidering  the  com- 
mon pra&ice  in  thofe  countries,  is  a very  fmall  quantity  §. 

Some  not  only  gave  the  precedence  to  purging,  but  imagined  it  alone  was 
fufhcient;  alledging  as  a reafon  for  it,  that  fome  children  have  recovered 
where  this  evacuation  only  had  been  employed ; whilft  bleeding  had  been 
injurious,  by  lefiening  the  ftrength  ||.  Purging  was  however  commonly  al- 
lowed the  fecond  place  by  thofe  who  were  advocates  for  bleeding,  but  under 
the  like  reftridtions  **.  They  generally  made  ufe  of  manna,  rhubarb,  fenna, 
tamarinds,  fyrup  of  rofes,  and  the  like,  for  this  purpofe.  But  it  was  always  in- 
culcated, that,  in  diredling  thefe  evacuations,  the  patient’s  ltrength  was  efpe-> 
daily  to  be  regarded ; fince  whatever  diminifhed  this,  in  the  end  was  un- 
doubtedly prejudicial  j-f. 

* difputare  coepimus  de  fanguine  extrahend'o  : “ fiquidem  non  defuerunt  medici,  qui 

“ id  renuerunt cteterum  unanimi  confulentium  confenfu,  primo  die  fanguinem  miiimus,  cruribus 
fcarificatis,  et  mox  odtava  noftis  hora  brachiis,  aut  ft  uitra  duos  annos  fuerit  natus,  ex  vena  brachii : 
“ in  hoc  malo  plurimum  vereri  oportet,  vires  plurimum  dejicere.”  Mercat. 

Breviflime  fecandam  efle  venani  in  hoc  confitentur  omnes.  P.  Mich,  de  Heredia  de  Morb.  acut, 
p.  101. 

f Circa  quod  prmftdium  (venmfedtionem)  in  pueris  exequendum,  confulo  ne  differatur,  quia 
ejus  occafto  folum  eft,  antequam  fluxio  in  partibus  contenta  ad  putredinem  commigret.  Nam  tunc 
temporis,  ft  fanguinem  fuderis,  fummopere  hedes,.  qum  caufa  fuit  quod  multi  medicorum,  vilo  hoc 
damno,  renuerint  fanguinem  mittere.  Meicat.  Confult.  p.  138. 

I In  hoc  facro  igne  non  mittendus  eft  fanguis  in  ea.  quantitate  ac  in  angina  exquifita. — Placuit 
quibufdam  in  hoc  morbo  fecare  venas  fub  lingua  ; alii  admoverunt  hirudines  collo  ; mihi  nulla 
iftarum  evacuatfonum  unquam  probari  poiuit.  Nam  cum  tumor  fuperveniens  ex  fanguine  non 
oritur,  fruftra  adhibentur  ea  auxilia  qua;  ad  fanguinem  ex  parte  affedta  evacuandum  excogitata 
fuerunt.  Sgambat.  de  Peft.  Faucium  AfFedt. 

Ede  vero  efftciendas  parcas  mifiiones  in  quantitate,  dum  revellere  intendimus,  docuit  anti- 
quitas.—  Quod  prteceptum  magis  obfervandum  in  morbo  prarfenti,  in  quo  nimis  timemus  virium 
jadluram.  Copiofa  enim  fanguinis  miifto,  praterquam  quod  minus  proprie  revellit,  dejecit  vires, 
P.  M,  de  Heredia,  ubi  fupra. 

§ Severin.  ubi  fupra. 

U.  — hoc  folo  prtefidio  aliq.uando  vifum  fuit,  pueris  ad  integrant  fanitatem  recuperandam  fufficere, 
ftcut  aliis  fanguine  detradlo,  vires  plurimum  futile  dejedtas.  Merc.  Conf.  p.  13S. 

**  Quod  evacuandum  morbus  expofcit,  evacuetur  breviflime.  Idem,  p.  toz. 

if  — in  morbis  malignis  breviter  deflruentibus  vires,  at  pofccntibus  fimul  robur  animalis  vir- 
tues ad  fui  fan.aticr.em,  muitum  evacuarc  non  licet.  Heredia,  p.  102. 


Severinus 


ly  8 Account  of  the  putrid  Sore- thro  at . 

Severinus  orders  an  antimonial  vomit  to  be  given  at  the  firft  attack,  and 
a cooling  gently  aftringent  gargle  to  be  ufed  night  and  day.  He  then  orders 
a clyfter,  takes  away  fome  blood  from  the  jugular,  and  gives  from  fifteen  to 
twerty-one  grains  of  bezoar  mineral  twice  a day,  or  oftener,  as  occafion  re- 
quires, with  thin  diluting  liquors,  in  order  to  raife  and  promote  a moderate 
fweat.  He  gives  five  or  fix  grains  of  the  fame  medicine  to  children  at  the 
bread,  and  commends  it  highly.  He  fcarifies  the  difcoloured  parts  in  the 
fauces , in  order  to  let  out  the  corrofive  virus ; a pradtice  which,  though  it  was 
recommended  by  the  Spaniards  * * * §,  was  difiiked  Nby  fome  of  the  moft  eminent 
Italians  f. 

Cupping,  with  fcarification,  was  univerfally  approved,  and  commonly  prac- 
tiled.  Leeches  were  alfo  applied,  by  way  of  revulfion,  to  different  parts. 

Confiderable  benefit  was  expedted  from  ligatures  made  on  the  extremities, 
and  from  chafing  the  limbs  with  the  hand,  or  a cloth  ; alfo  from  cupping 
without  fcarification;  apprehending  that  a revulfion  from  the  parts  affedted 
was  by  this  means  procured ; and  that  fome  portion  of  the  morbific  matter 
was  carried  off  by  the  pores  of  the  fkin. 

Some  of  the  Spanilh  phyficians  recommended  veficatories  of  cantharides, 
and  other  acrid  or  cauftic  fubftances,  to  be  laid  on  each  fide  of  the  neck;  but 
they  had  not  the  fame  opinion  of  their  ufefulnefs,  when  applied  to  the  back 
or  fhoulders.  Heredia  exprefsly  tells  us,  that  he  had  feldom  found  any  be- 
nefit from  them  Neither  do  the  Italian  phyficians  feem  to  have  been  fond 
of  them ; the  progrefs  of  the  difeafe  was,  in  their  opinion,  too  fwift  to  admit 
of  any  relief  from  either  cauftics  or  veficatories  §,  both  of  which  had  been 
made  ufe  of  in  Spain  ||. 

To  moderate  the  continual  and  malignant  fever  which  accompanied  this 
difeafe  from  the  fir  ft,  and  which  was  thought  by  fome  to  be  only  fymptomati- 
cal,  and  had  therefore  the  laft  place  in  their  confideration  **,  they  had  recourfe 
to  fuch  internal  medicines  as  were  deemed  cordial  and  alexipharmac.  Ar- 
menian bole,  bezoar  both  animal  and  mineral,  and,  according  to  the  philofo- 
phy  of  thofe  times,  the  precious  ftones  w'ere  reckoned  of  this  clafs.  Of 
vegetable  products,  the  juices  of  citrons,  lemons,  oranges,  pomegranates,  and 

* Si  vero  malum  non  mitefcat,  fed  gravius  affligat  partem,  quod  ccnftabit  ex  lucido  aut  nigro 
colore,  vel  ex  nimia  mollitudine — cum  intolerabili  feetore,  fcariiicabitur  profunde,  prout  partis 
natura  tulerit.  Heredia,  p.  105. 

f Cort.  Mifcel.  p.  697. 

t Multi  etiam  velicatoria  coftfulunt  fpatulis  applicata.— Quod  auxilium  parum  prodeffe  Temper 
vidi.  Heredia,  p.  108. 

§ Sgambat. 

1|  Heredia,  ubi  fupra. 

«'*  Febris  etiam  contimia  liatira  in  initio  npparet,  fymptomatica  quidem.  Heredia,  p.  97. 
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forrel;  vinegar,  the  juice  and  decoCtions  of  borage,  buglofs,  Carduus  BenediElus , 
endive,  fcabious,  fcorzonera,  fcordium,  with  many  others  of  the  like  nature, 
were  recommended.  But  a decocffion  of  the  contrayerva  root  was  in  the 
higheft  efteem  in  this  difeafe,  both  as  an  alexipharmac  in  general,  and  for  its 
peculiar  efficacy,  when  applied  as  a gargle ; to  which  Mercatus,  from  his  own 
repeated  obfervations,  gives  a very  ample  teftimony  * * * § **. 

But  as  they  found  from  experience,  that  no  regular  crifis  or  concoCtion  of  the 
humours  was  to  be  waited  for;  that  no  evacuations,  except  by  way  of  re- 
vulfion,  after  the  accefs,  were  of  ufe  f,  they  began  to  confider  the  difeafe  as 
local,  as  a particular  J morbid  affeCtion  of  the  fauces , and  applied  themfelves 
chiefly  to  topics,  without  laying  much  ftrefs  on  internals. 

In  this  part  of  their  directions  they  have  therefore  been  more  explicit ; and 
fome  of  them,  in  order  to  point  out  their  applications  with  more  propriety, 
have  divided  the  courfe  of  this  difeafe  into  four  different  periods  §. 

The  firft  they  called  the  ftate  of  inflammation.  In  this,  mild  repellents  were 
thought  neceffary ; fuch  as  vinegar  in  barley-water,  juice  of  the  pomegranate, 
fyrup  of  rofes,  mulberries,  purflain,  or  a decoCtion  of  barley,  red  rofes,  liquo- 
rice, and  plantain  ; to  two  pounds  of  which  were  added  acet.  rofar.  fjfs.  fyr. 
Biamor . §j.  M.  ||  If  it  was  required  yet  more  repellent,  a fmall  quantity  of 
allum  was  added. 

The  fecond  ftage  is  that  wherein  the  white  (loughs  begin  to  appear,  which 
is  a ftep  towards  a gangrenous  colliquation.  In  this  they  ordered  mild  abfter- 
gents  and  antiputrefcents ; fuch  as  a decoCtion  of  lupins,  beans,  vetches,  with 
honey  of  rofes 

The  third  is,  when  the  ulcers  appear  foul  and  fordid,  and  begin  to  look 
black,  a real  mortification  being  come  on,  fometimes  penetrating  to  a confi- 
derable  depth,  with  great  putrefaction,.  More  powerful  aftringents  and 
exficcants  were  requifite  in  this  cafe;  fuch  as  powder  of  myrrh,  and  a little 
allum  mixed  with  honey,  or  honey  of  rofes;  bole  diffolved  in  treacle-water;  a 
folution  of  unguent.  JEgyptiacum  in  barley-water  was  alfo  much  in  ufe  -f-f. 

* Hoc  unum  obfervantiflimum  habeo,  nimirum  omnes  oris  et  gutturis  collutiones  efficere  fupra 
deco&um  ejus  celeberrimi  medicament!,  quod  medici  Hifpani  Contrayerva  nuncupant,  maxime 
£ mucofa  et  vifcida  pituita  abundaverit.  Mereat.  Confult.  p.  138. 

f — Experimento  montlratur,  quamcunque  evacuacio  nem  per  alvum,  aut  fudorem  inutilem 
effe  et  nocivam,  quia  cum  non  profit,  neceffario  debilitat.  Hered,  p.  100. 

J Cortef.  Mifcel.  p.  703. 

§ Sgambat.  de  Affedtu  Faucium  peililente. 

U Heredia,  p.  105. 

**  Idem,  ibid. 

ft  Celebris  utiliffimaque  eft  unguenti  yEgyptiaci  Iotura:  fumuntur  quidem  5ij.  et  infunduntur 
in  gij.  aqua  hordei,  plantaginis,  vel  feri  ladis : pod  iafufionem.  percolatur  per  linteum,  et  cola- 
tura  tangitas  ulcus.  Idem,  ibid. 
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Allum,  fulphur,  copperas,  verdigreafe,  oil  of  vitriol,  oil  of  fulphur,  fpirit  of 
fait  alone,  or  mixed,  or  diluted  in  different  liquors,  were  much  employed. 
In  this  cafe,  fometimes  the  acid  fpirits  were  dexteroufly  applied  to  the  parts 
affedted,  by  means  of  an  armed  probe  j but  they  were  oftener  diluted  with  fyrup 
or  honey  of  rofes,  and  in  children  poured  into  the  mouth. 

Though  many  had  recourfe  to  tnefe  powerful  remedies,  and  even  to  arfenic 
itfelf,  yet  the  moft  experienced  were  juftly  afraid,  that  the  ufe  of  fuch  cauflic 
and  acrimonious  applications  was  often  attended  with  pernicious  confequences, 
both  to  children  and  adults ; and  they  are  therefore,  with  good  reafon,  con- 
demned by  Mercatus  *. 

Neverthelefs  fome  went  fo  far  as  to  advife  the  adtual  cautery,  if  the  potential 
ones  did  not  fucceed,  and  gave  diredtions  for  the  time  and  manner  of  their  ap- 
plication but  as  this  operation  will  be  liable  to  all  the  objections  made  to 
tire  former,  to  have  mentioned  it  will,  I imagine,  be  thought  fufficient. 

Though  the  author  laid  quoted  advifes  us  to  fcarify'the  black  or  livid 
cruffs  or  Houghs,  yet  he  gives  us  a caution  not  to  tear  them  off,  or  forcibly 
to  feparate  them,  as  the  confequences  would  be  an  increafe  of  pain  and  in- 
ff  ammation ; whence  the  ulcers  would  fpread,  and  at  the  fame  time  eat 
deeper 

In  the  fourth  flage  the  putrefadtion  is  fuppofed  to  be  extinguifhed,  the 
mortified  parts  caff  off,  and  an  ulcer  only  remains.  In  this  cafe,  the  fume  of 
white  amber  thrown  on  live  coals,  and  received  into  the  mouth,  as  a JujfitHs , 
was  advifed  ; alfo  the  vinum  myrrhites , a decodtion  of  guaiacum,  rofes,  ba- 
lauftines,  pomegranate-peels,  by  way  of  gargle ; medicines  that  were  fuppofed 
to  dry  with  fome  degree  of  aftringency. 

Such  was  the  appearance  of  the  Angina  maligna , or  ulcerated  fore-throat, 
at  its  firft  being  taken  notice  of  in  Europe ; and  fuch  were  the  methods  of 
treating  it  then  in  ufe.  In  this  recital  I have  been  the  more  prolix,  inafmuch 
as  the  difeafe  defcribed  in  the  following  pages,  is  the  fame  with  the  Angina 
rnaiigna  of  thefe  writers,  with  whofe  experience  and  obfervations  it  may  doubt- 
lefs  be  of  ufe  to  us  to  be  acquainted. 

* Ego  quidem  arbitror,  plures  pueros  interfeciffe  ufum  horum  medicamentorum,  quae  cauftica 
funt,  quam  affeftionem  ipfam.  Merc.  Confult.  p.  139. 

— compertum  habuimus  in  hoc  viro,  et  aliis  laborantibus,  haec  cauftica  inflammationi  et 
ulceri  fummopere  efle  nacua : fuppurantia  corruptioni.  Id.  p.  40. 

f Heredia,  p.  106. 

| Idem,  p.  109. 
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part  II. 

Of  the  SORE-THROAT  attended  with  ULCERS; 

As  it  has  appeared  in  This  City,  and  Parts  adjacent. 


ACCORDING  to  the  information  I have  received  from  feveral  eminent 
perfons  of  the  Faculty,  it  was  in  the  year  1739,  that  a difeale  was 
fir  ft  taken  notice  of,  which  was  thought  to  be  the  Morbus  Jirangulatorius , 
already  defcribed,  and  which  differed  in  no  eflential  circumftance,  as  far  as 
I can  learn,  from  the  diftemper  which  is  the  fubjedt  of  this  treatife. 

The  fudden  death  of  two  children  in  a family  of  diftindtion,  and  of  fome 
others  near  the  fame  part  of  the  town,  whofe  complaints  had  chiefly  been  ol 
a Sore-throat,  feem  to  have  occafioned  this  fufpicion  : but  as  very  few  cafes  of 
the  like  nature  occurred  after  thefe,  or,  if  they  happened,  paffed  unobferved, 
little  mention  was  made  of  it  during  feveral  years. 

It  began  however  to  fhew  itfelf  again  in  1742,  but  not  in  fo  general  a way 
as  to  render  it  the  fubjedt  of  much  public  difcourfe ; for  though  fuch  of 
the  Faculty  as  were  in  the  moff  extenfive  pradtice  met  with  it  now  and  then, 
in  the  City  efpecially,  it  remained  unknown  to  the  greateft  part  of  prac- 
titioners, till  within  thefe  two  or  three  years,  in  which  time  its  appearance 
has  been  more  frequent,  both  in  town  and  the  villages  adjacent. 

I am  informed,  that  in  the  winter  of  1746,  fo  many  children  died,  at  Brom- 
ley, near  Bow,  in  Middlefex,  of  a difeafe  that  feemed  to  yield  to  no  remedies 
or  applications,  that  feveral  of  the  inhabitants  were  greatly  alarmed  by  it; 
fome  lofing  the  greater  part  of  their  children,  after  a few  days  indifpofition. 
Some  others  of  the  neighbouring  places  were  affedted  at  the  fame  time  with 
the  like  difeafe  ; which,  from  all  the  accounts  I have  met  with  from  thofe 
who  attended  the  fick,  was  that  here  treated  of.  I am  informed  likewife,  that 
it  raged  at  Greenwich  about  the  fame  time  *.  It  ffill  continues  in  this 

City, 

* The  Reader  may  be  pleafed  to  take  notice,  that  the  fafts  contained  in  the  following  narrative, 
»\here  the  contrary  is  not  exprefsly  mentioned,  have  all  come  under  the  Author’s  obfervation, 
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City,  and  fometimes  Ihews  itfelf  in  the  villages  about  it,  though  at  prefent 
with  fo  mild  an  afped  as  feldom  to  prove  fatal ; unlefs  the  fubjed  is  very  un- 
favourable, or  the  difeafe  hath  been  negleded,  or  improperly  treated  at  the 
beginning ; which  circumftances,  though  of  fome  importance  in  all  cafes,  yet 
are  of  the  utmoft  in  this  ; as  a wrong  ftep  at  the  firlt  may  put  it  out  of  the 
power  of  art  to  afford  relief. 

Though  this  difeafe  has  now  been  amongft  us  feveral  years,  and  has  confe- 
quently  furvived  the  different  feafons,  and  all  the  variety  of  weather  to  which 
we  are  expofed,  yet  it  feems  to  fhew  itfelf  moft  frequently  in  autumn,  and 
the  beginning  of  winter ; at  leaft  I have  met  with  many  more  cafes  from 
September  to  December  inclufive,  than  in  all  the  other  months  together. 

It  may  likewife  be  remarked,  that  the  fummers  of  1747  and  1748  were 
dry,  with  fome  days  in  each  uncommonly  hot,  for  this  climate;  the  mercury 
in  Fahrenheit’s  thermometer  rifing  in  the  fliade,  and  within  doors,  one  day 
to  78,  and  during  feveral  to  75  and  6.  The  autumns  of  the  fame  years  were 
as  unufually  temperate  and  warm ; the  wind  continuing  longer  in  the  fouth- 
erly  points  than  has  often  been  known  at  this  feafon. 

In  this  country,  as  well  as  in  thofe  where  the  Angina  maligna  was  firft  taken 
notice  of,  children  and  young  people  are  more  expofed  to  it  than  adults : a 
greater  number  of  girls  have  it  than  boys ; more  women  than  men ; and  the 
infirm  of  either  fex  are  more  liable  to  have  the  difeafe,  and  to  fuffer  from  it, 
than  the  healthy  and  vigorous:  I have  feen  but  few  adults  of  this  confritution 
affefted  by  it,  and  not  one  who  died  of  it. 

When  it  breaks  out  in  a family,  all  the  children  are  commonly  affe£led  with 
it,  if  the  healthy  are  not  kept  apart  from  the  fick;  and  fuch  adults  as  are  fre- 
quently with  them,  and  receive  their  breath  near  at  hand,  feldom  efcape 
fome  degree  of  the  fame  difeafe. 

It  generally  comes  on  with  fuch  a giddinefs  of  the  head  as  commonly  pre- 
cedes fainting,  and  a chilnefs  or  fhivering  like  that  of  an  ague-fit  : this  is 
foon  followed  by  great  heat ; and  thefe  interchangeably  fucceed  each  other 
during  fome  hours,  till  at  length  the  heat  becomes  conftant  and  intenfe.  The 
patient  then  complains  of  an  acute  pain  in  the  head,  of  heat  and  forenefs, 
rather  t'han  pain,  in  the  throat,  fliffnefs  of  the  neck,  commonly  of  great  fick- 

w’nohas  endeavoured  to  relate  what  he  has  feen,  and  in  fuch  a manner  as  he  thought  would  beft 
contribute  to  public  advantage.  It  may  alfo  be  neceflary  to  obferve,  that  the  difeafe  is  defcribed 
as  it  appeared  in  1747  and  1748,  that  if  the  fymptoms  Ihould  hereafter  vary  in  any  circum- 
ftance,  the  diverfity  may  be  attributed  to  the  nature  of  the  diftemper,  and  not  imputed  to  defign 
or  inattention. 
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nefsj  with  Vomiting,  or  purging,  or  both  *.  The  face  foon  after  looks  red 
and  fwelled,  the  eyes  inflamed  and  watery,  as  in  the  meafles ; with  reftleflhefs, 
anxiety,  and  faintnefs. 

This  difeafe  frequently  feizes  the  patient  in  the  fore  part  of  the  day : as 
night  approaches,  the  heat  and  reftleflhefs  increafe,  and  continue  till  towards 
morning;  when,  after  a fnort  difturbed  Dumber,  (the  only  repofe  they  often 
have  during  leveral  nights)  a fweat  breaks  out}  which  mitigates  the  heat  and 
reftleflhefs,  and  gives  the  difeafe  fometimes  the  appearance  of  an  intermittent. 

If  the  mouth  and  throat  be  examined  foon  after  the  fi'rft  attack,  the  uvula 
and  tonfils  appear  fwelled ; and  thefe  parts,  together  with  the  velum  'pendulum 
. palatl , the  cheeks  on  each  fide  near  the.  entrance  into  the  fauces , and  as  much 
of  them,  and  the  pharynx  behind,  as  can  be  feen,  appear  of  a florid  red  co- 
lour. This  colour  is  commonly  moft  obfervable  on  the  pofterior  edge  of  the 
palate,  in  the  angles  above  the  tonfils , and  upon  the  tonfils  themfelves.  In- 
stead of  this  rednefs,  a broad  fpot  or  .patch,  of  an  irregular  figure,  and  of 
a pale  white  colour,  is  fometimes  to  be  feen,  furrounded  with  a florid  red ; 
which  whitenefs  commonly  appears  like  that  of  the  gums  immediately  after 
having  been  prefled  with  the  finger,  or  as  if  matter  ready  to  be  difcharged 
was  contained  underneath. 

Generally  on  the  fecond  day  of  the  difeafe,  the  face,  neck,  breaft,  and 
hands,  to  the  fingers  ends,  are  become  of  a deep  eryfipelatous  colour,  with 
a fenfible  tumefaction ; the  fingers  are  frequently  tinged  in  fo  remarkable  a 
manner,  that,  from  feeing  them  only,  it  has  not  been  difficult  to  guefs 
at  the  difeafe. 

A great  number  of  fmall  pimples,  of  a colour  diftinguifhably  more  intenfe 
than  that  which  furrounds  them,  appear  on  the  arms,  and  other  parts.  They 
are  larger,  and  more  prominent  in  thofe  fubjeCts,  and  in  thofe  parts  of  the 
fame  fubjeCt,  where  the  rednefs  is  leaft  intenfe } which  is  generally  on  the 
arms,  the  breaft,  and  lower  extremities  f. 

As  the  fkin  acquires  this  colour,  the  ficknefs  commonly  goes  off,  the  vo- 

* The  vomiting  and  purging  were  but  feldom  obferved  to  accompany  this  difeafe,  at  its  firft  ap- 
pearance amongfl  us,  as  I have  been  informed  by  fome  phyficians  of  eminence,  who  faw  it  early; 
but  it  is  generally  agreed,  that  thefe  fymptoms  almoft  conftantly  attended,  in  the  manner  here 
defcribed,  during  the  years  1747  and  1748,  the  time  in  which  thefe  obfervations  were  colle&ed  : 
and  I have  nnce  found,  that  the  above-mentioned  fymptoms  have  not  fo  regularly  appeared  as  ac 
■that  time.  % 

f The  rednefs  and  eruption  have  not  accompanied  this  difeafe  fo  regularly,  during  the 
latter  part  of  this  winter  J,  as  they  did  in  the  preceding  feafons  : in  fome  cafes  they  did  not 
appear  at  all ; in  others,  not  till  the  third  or  fourth  day;  and,  as  I have  heard,  in  fome  not 
till  the  fifth,  and  even  later. 

X 1754. 
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miting  and  purging  ceafe  of  themfelves,  and  rarely  continue  after  the  firft 
day. 

The  appearance  in  the  fauces  continues  to  be  the  fame,  except  that  the  white 
places  become  more  afh-coloured ; and  it  is  now  difcoverable,  that  what  at 
firft  might  have  been  taken  for  the  fuperficial  covering  of  a fuppurated  tu- 
mour, is  really  a flough,  concealing  an  ulcer  of  the  fame  dimenfions. 

All  the  parts  of  the  fauces  above-mentioned  are  liable  to  thefe  ulcerations  ; 
but  they  generally  are  firft  difcernible  in  the  angles  above  the  tonfils , or  on 
the  tonfils  themfelves ; though  they  are  often  to  be  feen  in  the  arch  formed 
by  the  uvula  and  one  of  the  tonfils-,  and  alfo  on  the  -pharynx  behind,  on 
the  infide  of  the  cheeks,  and  the  bafe  of  the  tongue,  which  they  cover  in 
the  manner  of  a thick  fur.  Inftead  of  thefe  Doughs,  where  the  diforder  is 
mild,  a fuperficial  ulcer,  of  an  irregular  figure,  appears  in  one  or  more  of 
thefe  parts,  fcarce  to  be  diftinguiftied  from  the  found,  but  by  the  inequality 
of  furface  it  occafions. 

The  parotid  glands  * on  each  fide  commonly  fwell,  grow  hard,  and  are 
painful  to  the  touch : if  the  difeafe  is  violent,  the  neck  and  throat  are  fur- 
rounded  with  a large  cedematous  tumour,  fometimes  extending  itfelf  to  the 
breaft;  which,  by  ftraitening  the  fauces,  increafes  the  danger. 

Towards  night,  the  heat  and  reftleffnefs  increafe,  and  a delirium  frequently 
comes  on.  This  fymptom,  which  appears  in  fome  even  on  the  firft  night,, 
feems  to  differ  confiderably  from  the  like  affection  in  other  difeafes.  The 
fick  commonly  anfwer  the  queftions  put  to  them  properly,  but  with  an 
unufual  quicknefs ; they  talk  to  themfelves  incoherently  when  left  alone,  and 
frequently  betray  the  firft  tendency  to  this  diforder,  by  affedting  too  great 
a compofure  : this,  for  the  moft  part,  happens  to  thofe  who  Deep  but  little  » 
for  fome  are  comatous  and  ftupid,  and  take  little  notice  of  any  thing  that 

In  this  manner  they  continue  during  two,  three,  or  more  days : they 
commonly  grow  hot  and  reftlefs  towards  the  evening  ; which  fymptoms,  and 
the  delirium , increafe  as  night  comes  on  : a fweat  more  or  lefs  profufe  breaks 
out  towards  morning ; and  from  this  time  they  are  eafier  during  fome  hours, 
a faintnefs  only  continuing,  of  which  they  frequently  complain  more  than  of  the 
reft  of  their  bufferings. 

The  difeafe  feems  to  have  no  ftated  period  which  can  properly  be  called 
its  'Ay.f,  or  height.  Some  grow  eafier  from  the  firft  day  of  the  attack  but, 

* Heredia  takes  notice  of  the  fame  fymptoms,  and  affigns  a very  probable  reafon  for  it. — In 
Angina  maligna  non  tnment  externa,  quia  in  illas  ex  externis  tranflata  materia  fuerit,  fed  quia  ita 
adimplentur  interna,  ut  materiam  fluentem  non  capiant,  et  lie  ad  externa  dilabitur.  Heredia, 

p.  9jj. 
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in  general,  the  fymptoms  of  recovery  appear  on  the  third,  fourth,  or  fifth 
day,  and  proceed  in  the  following  manner  : • 

Firft,  The  rednefs  of  the  fkin  difappears  ; the  heat  grows  lefs ; the  pulfe, 
which  was  hitherto  very  quick,  becomes  flower  ; the  external  fwellings  of 
the  neck  fubfide  * ; the  Houghs  in  the  fauces  caft  off;  the  ulcerations  fill  up  i 
the  patient  fleeps  without  confufion,  is  compofed  when  awake,  and  his  ap- 
petite begins  to  return. 

The  pulfe,  during  the  whole  courfe  of  this  difeafe,  is  generally  very  quick  ; 
frequently  120  ftrokes,  or  more,  in  a minute  : in  fome,  it  is  hard  and  fmall ; 
in  others  foft  and  full,  but  without  that  ftrength  and  firmnefs  which  ufually 
accompany  equal  quicknefs  and  heat,  in  genuine  inflammatory  diforders. 

If  a vein  be  opened  foon  after  the  diftemper  is  come  on,  the  blood  gene- 
rally appears  of  a frefli  florid  red  ; the  crajfamentum  is  rather  of  a lax  gelati- 
nous texture,  than  denfe  or  compadt ; the  Jerum  yellow,  and  in  a large  pro- 
portion j\ 

The  urine  is  at  firlt  crude,  and  of  a pale  whey-colour:  as  the  difeafe  ad- 
vances, it  turns  yellower,  as  if  the  bile  was  diluted  in  it ; and,  foon  after 
the  patient  fhews  any  marks  of  recovery,  it  commonly  grows  turbid,  and  de- 
pofits  a farinaceous  fediment. 

They  feldom  have  any  ftools,  if  the  fymptoms  are  favourable,  from  the  time 
when  the  purging,  which  generally  attends  the  acceflion,  ceafes.  This 
difcharge  is  frequently  bilious,  and  without  any  pain  : though  thefe  evacua- 
tions differ  in  different  habits. 

They  complain  of  thirft  commonly  lefs  in  this  than  in  other  acute  difeafes. 
The  tongue  is  generally  moift,  and  not  often  furred  : in  fome  neverthelefs 
it  is  covered  with  a thick  white  coat  or  fur,  and  thefe  generally  complain  of 
forenefs  about  the  root  of  the  tons-ue. 

O 

The  uvula  and  tonfils  are  fometimes  fo  much  fwelled,  as  to  leave  but  a very 
narrow  entrance  into  the  gullet,  and  this  entrance  frequently  furrounded  with 
ulcers  or  Houghs  ; yet  the  patients  often  fwallow  with  lefs  difficulty  and  pain 
than  might  be  expefled  under  fuch  circumftances  £. 

They  frequently  complain,  foon  after  they  are  taken  ill,  of  an  offenfive 
putrid  fmell  affedling  their  throats  and  noltrils,  which  oft  occafions  ficknefs 
before  any  ulcerations  appear. 

In  thofe  who  have  this  difeafe  in  a fevere  manner,  the  infide  of  the 

* At  leaft,  of  all  the  parts  about  the  neck,  except  the  parotids  themfelves ; which  fometimes  con- 
tinue fwelled  and  hard  a long  time  after  the  other  fymptoms  abate,  and  at  length  fuppurate. 

+ But  it  is  often  fizy  when  the  difeafe  has  continued  two  or  three  days;  and  in  fome  inftances 
which  lately  occurred,  it  was  fo  foon  after  the  firft  attack. 

t I have  feen  many  cafes,  where  thefe  glands  were  fo  enlarged,  as  to  force  back  through  the 
noftrils  moft  part  of  what  was  attempted  to  be  fwallowed. 
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nodrils,  as  high  up  as  can  be  feen,  frequently  appears  or  a deep  red,  or 
aim  oft  livid  colour  : after  a ‘day  or  two,  a thin  corrofive  Janies , or  with  it  a 
white  putrid  matter  of  a thicker  confidence,  flows  from  them,  which  is  fo 
acrid,  as  to  excoriate  the  part  it  lies  upon  any  cohfiderable  time.  This  is  mod 
obfervable  in  children,  or  in  young  and  very  tender  fubjedls,  whofe  lips  like- 
wife  are  frequently  of  the  colour  above-mentioned,  and  covered  on  the  infide 
with  vehicles  containing  a thin  ichor , which  excoriates  the  angles  of  their 
mouths,  and  the  cheeks  where  it  touches  them. 

It  is  probable,  that  part  of  the  fame  acrid  matter  paffes  with  the  nourifh- 
ment  into  the  domach  ; efpecially  in  children  ; and  it  is  perhaps  owing  to  this 
caufe  in  part,  that  they  differ  much  more  from  the  didemper  than  adults  ; 
this  corrofive  fluid,  without  doubt,  producing  the  fame  effedls  on  the  do- 
mach and  bowels,  as  it  does  when  applied  to  the  much  lefs  fenfible  fkin  of 
the  face  ; i.  e.  it  excoriates  the  parts  it  touches ; which,  in  fadt,  feems  to  be 
the  cafe  : for,  if  they  get  over  this  dage  of  the  diforder,  a purging  fometimes 
fucceeds,  attended  with  the  fymptoms  of  ulcerations  in  the  bowels  ; and  af  - 
ter  enduring  great  pain  and  mifery,  perhaps  fome  weeks,  they  at  'length 
die  emaciated.  I have  been  informed,  that  fome  children  have  had  the 
parts  about  the  anus  excoriated  * the  Janies  retaining  its  virulency  through 
the  whole  tradl  of  the  intedines. 

• The  fick  fometimes  bleed  at  the  nofe  towards  the  beginning  of  the  difeafe ; 
and  the  menjes  very  often  appear  in  thofe  of  the  female  fex  who  are  of  age  to 
have  them,  foon  after  they  are  feized,  notwithdanding  the  regular  period  is  at 
a confiderable  didance  : if  they  are  taken  ill  about  the  ufual  feafon,  the 
difcharge  is  commonly  greater  than  it  ought  to  be.  Some  young  perfons,  who 
never  had  the  lead  appearance  of  them,  have  had  this  evacuation  during 
their  illnefs. 

In  drong  and  full  habits,  thefe  evacuations  are  feldom  attended  with  much 
benefit,  or  with  manifed  ill  effedls,  unlefs  they  are  very  copious ; for  in  this 
cafe  they  occafion  great  faintnefs,  and  an  increafe  of  the  other  fymptoms,  in 
proportion  to  the  excefs.  In  tender  weak  fubjedts  they  are  often  prejudicial. 

It  has  happened  in  this  didemper,  that  haemorrhages  from  the  nofe  and 
mouth  have  fuddenly  carried  off  the  patient.  I have  heard  of  the  like  acci- 
dent from  bleeding  at  the  ear : but  thefe  fatal  difcharges  mod  commonly  hap- 
pen after  the  patient  has  been  ill  feveral  days  ; and  it  feerns  more  probable, 
that  they  proceed  from  the  feparation  of  a dough  from  the  branch  of  an 

* Some  adults,  who  have  had  the  difeafe  in  a violent  degree,  have  fuffered  very  much  from  the 
fame  caufe  : emollient  mucilaginous  liquids  taken  plentifully,  and  alfo  applied  externally,  by  way 
£if  fomentation,  to  the  part  affe&ed,  frequently  give  fpeedy  relief. 
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artery,  rather  than  from  a fulnefs  of  the  veiTeis,  or  an  effort  of  nature  to  re- 
lieve herfelf  by  a falutary  crifis  *. 

Bleeding  in  this  difeafe  has  in  general  been  obferved  to  be  prejudicial : 
fome  indeed  admit  of  it  at  the  firft  attack,  without  any  fenfible  inconvenience; 
but  a repetition  of  it,  even  where  the  difeafe  is  mild  and  favourable,  feldom 
fails  to  aggravate  the  fymptoms ; and  in  fome  cafes  it  appears  to  have  pro- 
duced very  fatal  confequences.  The  heat,  reilleffnefs,  delirium,  and  diffi- 
culty of  breathing,  which  this  evacuation  commonly  prevents  or  mitigates 
in  other  cafes,  in  this  are  increafed  by  it:  nor  does  the  fweliing  of  the  tonfils , 
fauces,  &c.  feem  to  receive  the  leaf!  benefit  from  it ; on  the  contrary,  though 
the  fulnefs  of  thefe  parts  decreafes,  yet  the  Houghs  thicken,  and  change 
to  a livid  or  black  colour,  the  external  tumour  grows  large,  and  the  fpit- 
ting  commonly  diminifhes  f. 

Nor  has  purging  been  obferved  to  be  more  beneficial : gentle  cathartics 
have  brought  on  very  dangerous  fymptoms.  Upon  procuring  a few  ftools 
with  manna,  efpecially  when  the  difeafe  has  continued  two  or  three  days,  the 
rednefs  of  the  fkin  has  difappeared,  and  the  fiux  to  the  throat  has  been  fur- 
prifingly  increafed  : if  it  happens  that  this  difcharge  by  ftool  continues,  the 
fweliing  of  the  neck  commonly  grows  larger  ; the  fauces  become  flaccid, 
dry,  and  livid ; and  the  patient  in  a few  hours  after  this  expires  : fo  that 
purgatives  feem  to  have  no  better  effects  in  diminifhing  the  tumour,  and 
abating  the  fuppofed  inflammation,  than  bleeding. 

Nitrous  cooling  medicines  frequently  produce  the  like  effedbs ; they  in- 
creafe  that  faintnefs  which  accompanies  this  difeafe,  and  either  difpofe  the 
patient  to  copious  finking  fweats,  or  to  ftools. 

Upon  the  whole  it  appears,  that  all  evacuations  which  tend  to  leffen  the 
natural  ftrength  of  the  conftitution,  are  in  this  difeafe  injurious  ; and  that 
thofe  perfons  in  common  are  in  the  greateft  danger,  if  attacked  with  it, 
who  have  been  previoufly  indifpofed,  or  have  had  their  ftrength  impaired 
by  grief,  or  any  other  accident.  Of  this  it  may  not  perhaps  be  improper 

* This,  I find,  was  alfo  Heredia’s  opinion,  who  coniiders  a difcharge  of  blood,  either  from  the 
mouth  or  nofe,  as  a iign  cf  the  uttnoll  danger. — Malignam  figniiicationem  praebet  fegnis  fanguis 
llillans  e naribus;  ex  corrofione  quippe  vaforum,  et  putrilagine  emanat,  innuitque  certifiimam 
mortem,  quia  putredo  interne  cohiberi  non  pc  re  it : — ideo  pe. ’cuioliffimus  cenfetur  fanguinis  fluxus 
ex  naribus  aut  ore.  Quidam  cum  hoc  figr.o  nulium  vidiffe  liberatum  docent:  ..os  vero  ur.i- 
cam  folum  regrotim  fumma  ciiigentia  a tanto  periculo  vindicavimus  Heredia,  p.  i^o  Of  ihree 
whom  I attended,  and  who  had  ;h;.  U rnptom,  two  recovered:  the  third  died  of  a bleeding  at  the 
nofe,  before  any  affiflance  could  be  procured 

t The  heat,  indeed,  and  quicknefs  or  the  puife,  feem  at  frit  to  be  aifedted  by  this  ev acuaron, 
but  they  ccmmonlv  return  . fter  a fallacious  refpite  with  greater  violence;  the  pa.tent  is  fe;zed 
with,  a d.ificuity  of  breatiiiug,  falls  into  cold  fweats,  a Itupor,  and  dies  fuddenly. 
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to  relate  an  inftance  or  two  in  this  place,  as  it  will  alfo  tend  to  explain  the 
ufual  progrefs  of  the  fymptoms  in  the  worft  cafes  we  meet  with. 

A young  gentlewoman,  about  twenty-fix  years  of  age,  of  a pale  lax  habit, 
but  of  an  active  chearful  difpofition,  had  enjoyed  a pretty  good  fhare  of 
health  in  common,  till  a year  or  two  before  her  laft  illnefs;  about  which  time 
Ihe  unhappily  made  ufe  of  fome  external  and  empirical  application  to  remove 
a rednefs  attended  with  pimples,  which  now-and-then  broke  out  in  her  face. 
She  was  foon  relieved  from  this  complaint  by  the  medicine  fhe  ufed;  but 
was  quickly  after  feized  with  ficknefs,  vomiting,  lofs  of  appetite,  and  either 
an  obftinate  coftivenefs,  or  a troublefome  diarrhoea ; the  menfes  were  pale, 
and  in  fmall  quantities ; and  her  health  in  general  was  greatly  impaired. 

She  had  fcarce  recovered  from  this  weak  ftate,  when  the  death  of  a near 
relation  brought  her  almoft  into  the  fame  circumftances,  from  which  flie  was 
fiowly  recruiting,  when  fhe  married.  Her  ficknefs,  vomiting,  and  lofs  of 
appetite,  foon  returned ; which  Ihe  concealed  as  much  as  poffible. 

Under  thefe  difadvantages,  fhe  was  feized  with  this  diftemper,  a day  or  two 
after  fhe  had  vifited  an  acquaintance  labouring  under  the  fame  diforder : it 
came  on  with  a coldnefs  and  trembling  like  that  of  an  ague-fit,  great  faint- 
nefs,  and  an  acute  pain  in  her  head,  with  a vomiting  more  violent  than  fhe 
was  ufually  affeCted  with,  and  a purging.  Towards  evening  fhe  grew  very 
hot  and  refllefs,  complained  of  a forenefs  in  her  throat,  and  the  difcharges 
abated.  Her  face,  neck,  and  hands  were  intenfely  red : fhe  frequently  fighed, 
and  from  her  afpeCt  and  geftures  there  was  reafon  to  fufpeCt  a delirium  ap- 
proaching. She  flept  little  that  night ; and  next  morning  her  pulfe,  which 
before  was  very  quick  and  fmall,  feemed  to  be  fomewhat  more  full,  but  not 
fenfibly  flower ; and  fhe  complained  of  faintnefs  and  anxiety.  The  parts 
about  the  fauces  were  much  relaxed,  very  red,  in  fome  places  almoft  livid, 
with  a kind  of  glofiy  drynefs  upon  them.  She  continued  in  this  manner, 
without  any  remarkable  increafe  of  fymptoms,  till  night,  when  the  loofenefs 
returned,  and  in  a very  fhort  time  exhaufted  her  ftrength  to  a great  degree  : 
the  rednefs  upon  the  fkin  difappeared,  the  extremities  grew  cold,  her  eyes  be- 
came dim,  her  pulfe  fcarce  perceptible,  fire  breathed  with  difficulty,  and  ex- 
pired in  the  morning,  on  the  third  day  of  the  difeafe. 

Another  young  woman,  who  frequently  vifited,  and  fometimes  affifted,  a 
relation  who  had  this  difeafe,  was  attacked  with  it  in  the  ufual  manner.  She 
was  about  feventeen,  of  a pale  and  fomewhat  bloated  lax  habit,  naturally  in- 
active, averfe  to  exercife,  and  was  thought  to  have  indulged  fome  painful  fo- 
licitude,  to  the  prejudice  of  her  health,  and  making  way  for  an  obftinate 
chlorofis. 

Under  thefe  circumftances  floe  was  feized  with  the  ufual  complaints,  but  in 
a violent  manner.  The  purging  continued  till  the  day  following ; when  it 
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yielded  for  a time  to  the  power  of  opiates;  but  conftantiy  returned  when  their 
efFedls  were  over.  The  other  fymptoms,  fuch  as  heat,  reftlefsnefs,  anxiety,  and 
faintnefs,  increafed  with  the  purging ; the  pulfe  was  fmail,  quick,  and  hard  , 
a difficulty  of  breathing  came  on  ; the  fmail  remains  of  luftre  in  the  eye 
periffied;  and  ffie  died  early  on  the  fourth  day  of  the  diftemper. 

No  marks  of  any  doughs  in  the  throat  appeared  in  either  of  thefe  cafes  ; 
but  the  rednefs  became  daily  more  intenfe,  and  approached  nearer  to  lividnefs, 
whilft  the  fauces  could  be  infpe&ed,  which,  from  the  great  difficulty  they 
had  in  breathing,  was  impracticable,  feveral  hours  before  the  patients  expired. 

Warm  aromatic  cordials,  and  anodyne  aftringents,  were  adminiftered  affi- 
duoufly,  with  fuitable  nouriffiment,  and  veficatories  applied  fucceffively  to 
the  neck,  back,  and  arms,  but  without  effect. 

If  the  purging  therefore  continues  long  after  the  firft  exacerbation  of  the 
difeafe,  it  may  be  looked  upon  as  a dangerous  fymptom : for  though  it 
be  fometimes  retrained  for  the  prefent  by  opiates  or  aftringents,  yet  it  com- 
monly returns  with  more  vehemence  when  their  efficacy  ceafes,  and  in  a 
{hort  time  exhaufts  the  fmail  degree  of  ftrength  remaining. 

In  this  cafe  they  generally  fpit  very  little  ; the  fauces  appear  dry,  glofty, 
and  livid;  the  external  tumour  grows  large;  they  void  their  excrements  with- 
out perceiving  it,  and  fall  into  profufe  fweats ; refpiration  becomes  difficult 
and  laborious ; the  pulfe  finks ; the  extreme  parts  grow  cold,  and  death  in 
a few  hours  clofes  the  fcene  : and  in  no  difeafe  that  I have  feen,  is  the  eye  fo 
early  deprived  of  its  luftre  as  in  this ; for  it  is  fometimes  opaque  or  dim  feveral 
hours  before  death ; and,  as  ^Etius  Cletus  hath  obferved,  is  a fatal  prefage  of 
its  approach  *. 

A copious  flux  of  pituitous  matter  to  the  glands,  and  other  parts  about 
th t fauces,  feemed  to  be  the  caufe  of  fudden  death,  in  a girl  about  twelve 
years  old.  She  was  feized  in  the  common  way,  with  fhivering,  head-ach, 

* Heredia’s  defcription  of  the  fatal  progrefs  of  this  difeafe,  and  the  nece/Tary  cautions  he  gives 
in  refpedt  to  the  prognoftic,  deferve  particular  notice. 

Fallaciffimam  efie  hujus  morbi  naturam,  confitentur  omnes. — Ulceribus  oris,  et  partium  quae 
vifui  exiftebant  confpicuae,  redte  curatis,  et  fedata  inflammatione  aeger  periclitatur. — Ex  eo  quod 
paulatim  ferpit  putredo  per  afperam  arteriam  ad  cor,  aut  per  gulam  ad  ventriculum,  fine  aliquo 
dolore,  aut  febri  fenfibili,  cujus  fit  habenda  cura : et  cum  medicis  auxiliis,  ablata  fuerint  ulcera, 
et  inflammationes  fedatae  in  partibus  vifui  patentibus,  occulta  putredo,  paulatim  mortificans  partec. 
internas,  tabe,  parvifiimis  et  debiliffimis  pulfibus  extinddone  caloris,  refrigeratione  extremorum, 
faciei  extenuadone,  inappetentia  perpetua,  et  molefta  mutadone  decubitus,  fomno  fallaci,  et  ap 
parente,  quia  vigilandi  impotentia,  fomnum  verum  aemulatur,  mifere  a;grotaDtes  interficic,  ut  vifum 
jam  fit  fubita  et  inopinata  morte  periifle  aliquos, — e ledto  furgentes,  et  intra  domos  ambulances  ; 
ob  quod  etfi  quse  duata  apparebant  in  fauci’ous,  aut  pardbus  aliis,  in  melius  mutata  confpician- 
tur,  non  licet  falutem  polliceri,  quia  folet  communicari  paulatim  putredo,  et  gangraeca  pardbus 
internis.  Heredia,  p.  99. 
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ficknefs,  vomiting,  and  purging.  The  difcharges  abated  in  a few  hours, 
and  were  fucceeded  by  great  heat,  rednefs  of  the  fkin,  and  a fore-throat; 
the  uvula , tonfils>  and  contiguous  parts,  were  red,  and  fo  fwelled  in  eight  or 
ten  hours,  as  to  touch  each  other,  and  feemed  to  clofe  the  entrance  into  the 
■pharynx.  She  breathed  without  much  difficulty,  fwallowed  with  lefs  pain  than 
could  be  imagined,  and  fpit  up  large  quantities  of  phlegm.  About  fix  in 
the  evening  ffie  was  feized  with  a difficulty  of  breathing,  as  if  firangled : 
thofe  about  her  raifed  her  up,  thinking  Ihe  was  in  a fit  j ffie  recovered  her- 
felf  a little,  but  expired  upon  being  again  laid  down  in  bed,  in  fomewhat 
lefs  than  twenty-four  hours  from  the  firfb  attack.  A large  quantity  of  vifcid 
phlegm,  with  which,  after  ffie  was  dead,  her  mouth  appeared  to  be  filled, 
together  with  the  tumefied  uvula , tonfils , and  velum  palati3  had  perhaps  jointly 
clofed  the  rima  glottidis3  and  put  a flop  to  refpiration. 

By  a fall  in  her  infancy  ffie  was  reduced  to  the  neceffity  of  ufing  crutches. 
She  was  big-boned,  had  a good  appetite,  and,  for  want  of  that  exercife  which 
perfons  at  her  age  commonly  enjoy,  feemed  to  be  plethoric.  Thefe  circum- 
fiances,  perhaps,  might  contribute  to  this  fpeedy  and  unhappy  event. 

Accidents  of  the  like  kind  feem  not  to  have  been  uncommon  while  this 
difeafe  continued  in  Italy,  according  to  a remark  of  Cortefius  *. 

From  the  preceding  account  of  the  Sore-throat  attended  with  Ulcers  f, 
it  will,  I believe,  appear,  that  this  difeafe  is  widely  different  from  a common 
Sore-throat,  or  fimple  inflammation  of  any  of  the  parts  about  the  fauces  both 
as  to  the  fubjedt  commonly  affedted  by  it,  the  manner  of  its  attack,  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  fymptoms,  and  its  conclufion:.  for  the  Sore-throat  with  Ulcers 
generally  attacks  children ; and  of  thefe,  girls  more  frequently  than  boys, 
as  hath  been  obferved.  If  adults  are  feized  with  it,  they  are  commonly  fuch 
as  have  been  very  much  converfant  with  the  fick,  or  elfe  are  weak  and  in- 
firm : and  it  feems  to  affedt  thofe  adults  in  the  feverell  manner,  who  have 
been  previoufly  indifpofed,  or  whofe  flrength  has  been  reduced  by  unfeafonable 
er  immoderate  evacuations. 

On  the  contrary,  the  common  Angina,  or  an  inflammation  of  the  tonfils „ 
mofl  frequently  attacks  the  healthy,  the  vigorous,  and  robuft;  the  weak,  the 
delicate,  and  infirm,  are  lefs  expofed  to  it,  at  lead  fuffer  lefs  from  it,  than 
the  former. 


* — Ad  praediftarum  partium  (IJvulse,  Tonfillarum)  inflammationem  fubfequebatur  interduttit 
materia  quaedam  pituitofa  a capite  tam  repente  et  inopinato  delcendens,  ut  miferi  aegrotantes- 
fubito  fuffocarentur.  Cortef.  Mifcell.  p.  69 7. 

f The  difeafe  here  treated  of  is,  ftri&ly,  “ a Sore-throat  j”  fince  by  forenefs  we  aptly  exprefs 
the  uneafy  fenfation  accompanying  an  ulcer  (i.  e.  a fore)  and  not  that  which  attends  an  in* 
^animation,  which  is  indeed  pain,  but  not  properly  forenefs. 
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As  both  difeafes  are  attended  with  a fever,  and  as  moft  fevers  come  on 
with  fhivering,  or  chillnefs,  this  fymptom  may  at  leaft  appear  equivocal : but 
if  ficknefs,  or  vomiting,  or  purging,  or  an  acute  pain  of  the  head,  towards 
the  back  parts  or  top  efpecially,  or  if  all  thefe  come  on  in  the  fpace  of  a very 
few  hours,  which  they  generally  do  where  the  difeafe  is  vehement,  it  may 
juftly  be  efleemed  to  be  of  the  putrefactive  kind  ; but  if  with  thefe  fymp- 
toms  an  eryfipelatous  rednefs  difcovers  itfelf  in  the  fauces , with  ulcerations 
or  floughs,  the  difeafe  is  evident. 

In  fome  cafes,  the  fymptoms  have  been  fo  obfcure,  that  it  was  difficult  to 
determine  to  which  difeafe  they  properly  belonged : but  in  thefe  circumftances 
they  were  commonly  fo  favourable,  that,  fuppofing  the  diforder  not  to  be  of 
the  ulcerated  kind,  no  other  inconvenience  feemed  likely  to  enfue  from 
treating  it  as  fuch,  than  a fuppuration ; which  is  often  an  event  rather  to  be 
cholen  than  avoided. 

The  rednefs  of  the  fkin  in  the  face,  neck,  bread:,  and  hands,  isanother 
obvious  and  diftinguifhing  charadteriftic,  which  in  children,  and  young  peo- 
ple efpecially,  feldom  fails  to  accompany  this  diforder. 

In  the  common  Sore-throat,  a local  inflammation  is  the  difeafe  $ all.  the 
fymptoms  are  derived  from  this  fource;  and  an  acute  throbbing  pain,  greatly 
increafed  upon  fwallowing  even  liquids,  is  the  principal  grievance.  In  the 
other,  the  whole  habit  fuffers,  as  if  by  a Jlimulus  of  a peculiar  nature ; and  al- 
though the  throat  is  always  more  or  lefs  affedted,  yet  it  is  fometimes  the 
leaft  part  of  the  patient’s  complaint;  and  inftances  have  occurred  to  me  of 
confiderable  floughs  being  formed,  before  any  forenefs  or  pain  in  the  fauces 
hath  been  mentioned. 

Again,  this  difeafe  is  accompanied  with  a greater  tendency  to  a delirium, 
than  either  a common  Angina , or  almoft  any  other  diftemper  we  are  acquainted 
with.  To  have  this  fymptom  appear,  in  the  difeafe  we  are  treating  of,  on  the 
firft  night,  is  not  uncommon;  and  on  the  fecond,  frequent.  A girl  about 
eight  years  of  age,  whom  I attended,  was  fcarce  known  to  be  indifpofed,  till 
fhe  alarmed  the  family,  by  appearing  to  be  light-headed.  She  had  made  no 
complaint  of  her  throat,  nor  was  this  part  thought  to  be  affedted,  till,  upon  exa- 
mination, I found  it  fo ; being  led  to  fufpedt  it  by  the  colour  of  her  hands, 
and  the  delirium.  She  got  well  through  the  difeafe,  though  its  progrefs,  at 
ftrft,  appeared  to  be  very  fwift. 

A common  Sore-throat,  if  the  patient  recovers,  either  goes  off  by  refo- 
lution,  or  the  parts  affedted  fuppurate ; or,  if  glandular,  become  hard  and 
ichirrhous. 

In  that  attended  with  ulcers,  none  of  thefe  circumftances  happen  ; for 
it  terminates  in  a fuperficial  ulceration  of  fome  of  the  parts  about  the  fauces , 
if  the  difeafe  is  very  mild,  with  little  appearance  of  any  floughs,  and  with 

E e 2 large 


2 1 2 Account  of  the  putrid  Sore-throat. 

large  and  deep  ones,  of  a white  cineritious,  livid,  or  black  colour,  if  it  is  more 
violent. 

It  will  not,  perhaps,  be  difficult,  from  fuch  a comparative  view,  to  diftin- 
guiffi  this  difeafe  from  a common  Sore-throat,  or  an  inflammatory  affe&ion 
of  thofe  parts,  in  molt  inftances  : but  there  is  another  no  lefs  certain  criterion, 
though  too  often  a fatal  one,  which  is  the  conftant  increafe  of  fymptoms  upon 
bleeding,  purging,  and  the  liberal  ufe  of  cooling  aritiphlogiftic  medicines  : 
a method,  which,  as  it  feldom  fails  to  remove  a genuine  inflammation,  if  it 
is  early  enough  and  affiduoufly  purfued,  fo  it  is  too  often  injurious  in  the 
prefent  cafe ; an  inftance  whereof  I think  evidently  appeared  in  the  follow- 
ing fubjeft. 

A youth  about  fourteen  years  old,  of  a brilk,  lively  difpofition,  who  had  en- 
joyed a good  ffiare  of  health,  faving  that,  for  a few  years  paft,  a cutaneous 
difeafe,  a-kin  to  a leprofy,  had  fometimes  appeared  on  his  head  and  arms,  was 
feized  one  morning  with  a general  uneafinefs,  and  a difpofition  to  vomit ; 
he  was  put  to  bed,  and  a fevere  ffiivering  enfued ; his  ficknefs  increafed,  he 
vomited  up  every  thing,  had  feveral  purging  ftools  that  day,  and  complained 
much  of  his  head,  with  fome  forenefs  in  his  throat.  He  was  ordered  to  be 
bled,  and'  had  an  emetic  given  him : this  operated  but  little ; he  grew  hot 
and  reftlefs,  a deep  rednefs  fpread  itfelf  over  hi3  face,  hands,  and  arms,  with 
a plentiful  eruption  of  fmall  pimples,  which  induced  thofe  about  him  to  ap- 
prehend it  was  a common- fcarlet  fever. 

The  next  day,  which  was  the  fecond  of  the  difeafe,  his  throat  continuing 
fore,  and  the  feveriffi  fymptoms  increafing,  a purge  of  manna  was  given 
him,  which  operated  gently  ; and  at  night  his  head  and  throat  being  more  un- 
eafy,  his  heat  hill  continuing,  with  a tendency  to  delirium,  a blifter  was 
applied. 

On  the  third,  the  fymptoms  not  abating,  he  loft  about  ten  ounces  of  blood. 
He  had  taken  a cooling  nitrous  powder  every  four  hours;  this  was  now  changed 
for  one  more  cordial.  At  night  he  grew  delirious,  his  fever  increafed,  and  he 
had  fome  loofe  ftools,  which  were  rather  encouraged  than  reftrained,  as  it  was 
hoped  they  might  relieve  him.  Blifters  were  applied  to  his  head  and  arms. 

On  the  fourth  in  the  morning  I was  fent  for  : I found  him  delirious,  with 
convullive  twitchings  ; his  hands-  were  in  conftant  motion,  gathering  the  bed-- 
clothes ; his  pulfe  was  quick  and  weak,  and  his  tongue  parched.  With  fome 
difficulty  1 looked  into  the  fauces ; they  feemed  to  be  pale  in  fome  places, 
intenfely  red  or  livid  in  others,  with  .a-  glofly  bright nefs  : his  excrements  came 
away  involuntarily;  his  eyes  were  languid  and  dim:  he  breathed  with-  diffi- 
culty, fell  into  pro fufe  clammy  fweats,  and  died  in  a few  hours  after. 

In  fome  of  the  firft  cafes  1 met  with,  the  quickneft  of  the  pulfe,  the 
degree  of  heat,  the.  apparent  inflammatory  rednefs  of  the  eyes  and  face,  and 
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pain  in  the  head,  fometimes  urged  me  to  order  bleeding,  efpecially  if  there 
were  any  marks  of  a plethora ; but  in  thefe  cafes  it  did  not  appear  to  have 
any  advantageous  effects:  fo  that,  notwithftanding  the  vehemency  of  the 
fymptoms  above  mentioned,  it  feems  proper  in  general  to  omit  this  eva^> 
cuation. 

Cupping,  with  fcarification  has  been  applied  to  the  fhoulders  and  back  of  the 
head,  in  order  to  remove  an  acute  pain  of  this  part,  which  is  often  com- 
plained of,  but,  as  far  as  I have  been  able  to  obferve,  without  much  benefit. 

It  is  neceffary  that  the  patient  lhould  keep  in  bed  as  much  as  may  be,  though 
the  difeafe  fhould  feem  to  be  flight : it  has  happened,  for  want  of  care  in  this 
refpedr,  that  a purging  has  come  on,  the  rednefs  of  the  fkin  difappeared, 
and  a diforder  which,  with  confinement  alone,  would  probably  have  gone  off 
in  twice  twenty-four  hours,  has  been  rendered  tedious  and  difficult. 

If  we  are  called  in  at  the  firfl:,  while  the  ficknefs  or  vomiting  continues,  it 
will  be  of  ufe  to  promote  this  difcharge,  by  giving  an  infufion  of  green  tea, 
camomile-flowers,  carduus,  or  a few  grains  of  ipecacuanha.  In  fome  inftances, 
where  the— attack  has  been  fevere,  and  this  method  praftifed,  the  diforder 
has  gone  off  with  more  eafe  than  was  at  firfl:  apprehended. 

If  thefe  fymptoms  do  not  abate  with  the  operation  of  the  emetic,  final! 
draughts  of  mint-tea,  with  a fixth  part  of  red-port  added  to  it,  may  be  given 
frequently)  together  with  fome  grateful  and  warm  aromatic,  cordial  medicine, 
every  four  or  fix  hours.  The  Pulvis  Contrayer-Vce  firnp. — comp.  Confeff.  car - 

Mac. Raleigh.  Spec.  arom.  Vimrn  croceum  ; Aq.  Menth.  Jpirit.  Aq,  Alex „ 

Jpirit.  cum  Aceto  *j  with  others  of  the  like  nature,  may  be  ufed  for  this 
purpofe.. 

In  this  difeafe,  it  is  at  all  times  necdfary  to  attend  very  carefully  to  the 
diarrhoea.  For  the  moil  part  it  ceafes  with  the  vomiting,  in  lefs  than 
twelve  hours  from  the  firfl;  attack  : if  it  continues  longer  than  this  period,  it 
is  necefifary  to  check  it,  otherwife  it  occafions  great  faintnefs,  finks  the  ftrength, 
and  in  the  end  produces  very  dangerous  confequences.  The  aromatic  cordials 
above  mentioned,  if  they  are  given  plentifully,  commonly  take  off  this  fymp- 
tom,  as  well  as  the  vomiting ; but  if  they  prove  ineffectual,  recourfe  mull  be 
had  to  aftringents  and  anodynes,  in  proportion  to  the  exigence  of  the  cafe; 
fuch  as  xhtConfeSlio  Fracaftorii^  or  Eleti.  e Scordio}  diffolved  infmall  cinnamon- 
water,  and  given  pojl  f.ngulas  Jedes. 

It  is  common  for  the,  rednefs,  fo  often  mentioned,  to  appear  upon  the  fkin, 
as:  thefe  difcharges  abate:  it  has  happened  that  this  colour  has  gone  off  fome- 

* Vegetable  acids,  fuch  as  the  juice  of  lemons,  oranges,  woodfforrel,  verjuice,  vinegar  in  fmali 
doles,  and  the  like*  as  tshey  are  undoubtedly  antiputrefcents,  may  feem  to  be  indicated  j but  their 
pronenefs  to  increafe  the  difcharge  by  ftool,  or  profufe  fweats,  ought  to  render  us  very  circumfpeft 
in  ufing  thenn 
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times,  and  the  patient  has  been  brought  into  imminent  danger,  upon  giving 
a mild  cathartic  : which  circumftances,  as  they  point  out  a clofe  conneftion 
between  them,  indicate  the  ufe  of  a warm  regimen,  notwithftanding  the  heat 
and  other  fymptoms  might  feem  to  forbid  it. 

A girl  about  nine  years  old,  of  a (lender  make,  but  healthy  and  adtive, 
was  feized  with  this  diforder.  The  ficknefs  and  vomiting  went  off,  and  the 
rednefs  of  the  fkin  appeared  foon  after : the  apothecary  who  attended  her, 
judging  it  an  inflammatory  cafe,  as  (he  complained  of  her  throat,  bled  her,  gave 
her  a cooling  purge  the  next  day,  and  afterwards  fome  nitrous  draughts.  A 
plentiful  efflorefcence  which  covered  the  face,  neck,  and  arms,  fuddenly  dif- 
appeared  ; a diarrhoea  came  on  ; (he  grew  reftlefs,  faint,  and  infenfible.  In 
this  condition  I firft:  faw  her  on  the  third  day  of  the  difeafe ; flie  frequently 
fighed,  her  pulfe  was  quick,  fmall,  and  hard,  without  any  remarkable  co- 
lour upon  her  lkin ; and  the  fwelling  on  each  fide  the  neck  large  : it  was  not 
poflible  to  examine  the  fauces , as  flie  lay  in  a comatous  motionlels  condition, 
her  (tools  and  urine  coming  away  infenflbly.  A warm  cordial  mixture  * was 
frequently  given  her,  upon  which  the  diarrhoea  foon  abated ; and  the  next  day 
the  efflorefcence  again  appeared  upon  her  face  and  arms.  From  this  time 
flie  continued  to  recover,  though  (lowly,  and  was  for  fome  time  attended 
with  a cough  and  hedtic  heat. 

Another  fyrnptom,  which  requires  our  attention  in  the  cure  of  this  difeafe, 
is  an  exceflive  faintnefs  : of  this  they  generally  complain  foon  after  they  are 
taken  ill,  and  continue  to  do  fo,  if  fenfible,  till  the  diftemper  begins  to  abate : 
the  urgency  of  this  fyrnptom  feems  to  indicate  the  degree  of  danger : it  is 
more  or  lefs  violent,  as  the  difeafe  is  mild  or  malignant;  and  an  abate- 
ment of  it  may  be  looked  upon  as  a pretty  fure  prefage  of  recovery. 

Warm  aromatic  and  gently  (limulating  medicines,  fuch  as  have  been  al- 
ready mentioned,  as  the  mod  effectual  to  fupprefs  the  vomiting,  and  check 
the  loofenefs  attending  this  difeafe,  have  likewife  been  found  ufeful  in  remov- 
ing this  fyrnptom : and  though  the  degree  of  heat,  and  quicknefs  of  the  pulfe, 
would  be  enough  to  difluade  a perfon  who  has  not  feen  the  difeafe,  from  giving 
them  in  fo  liberal  a manner  as  neceflity  requires  ; yet  we  are  not  to  be  governed 
fo  much  by  thefe  fymptoms,  as  by  the  faintnefs,  depreflion  of  the  pulfe,  and 
increafe  of  putrefcency  in  the  fauces.  One  dram  of  the  Confeffio  Raleighana  has 
been  given  to  a youth  not  quite  15  years  of  age,  every  four  hours,  which  was 
foon  followed  by  a fenfible  amendment,  and  the  decreafe  of  the  patient’s 
reftlefliiefs,  faintnefs,  and  heat. 

Some  of  the  Italian  phyficians  forbad  the  ufe  of  wine  in  the  cure  of  this 

* Aq.  Alexit.  firap.  ^vj.  Alexit.  fpir.  cum  acet.  ^jfs.  Conf.  cardiac.  3ft.  Pulv.  Contray. 
/imp.  3^.  Syr.  Croc.  gfs.  f.  mixt.  de  qua  capiat  <egra  coch.  ij.  tertia  quaque  hora. 
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difeafe,  and  tne  warmth  of  their  climate  might  perhaps  make  this  caution  ne- 
cefTaryj  but  as  it  is  a generous  cordial,  and  at  the  fame  time  antifeptic,  it 
feems  to  be  in  no  refpeft  improper  here 3 and,  befides,  in  whey,  I have  al- 
lowed it  to  be  given,  freely,  mixed  with  mint,  baum,  or  fage-tea,  barley- 
water,  gruel,  panada,  fago,  and  the  like  and  alone,  where  the  faintnefs  has 
been  excefllve  ; the  age,  the  former  way  of  life,  and  the  fymptoms,  affording 
the  neceffary  rules  as  to  quantity  and  kind.  Chicken-water,  or  thin  broth* 
may  alfo  be  allowed,  which  is  frequently  very  acceptable  to  the  patient. 
And  I don’t  remember  to  have  obferved  fo  general  and  early  an  inclination 
after  animal  food,  in  any  acute  difeafe,  as  in  this  : for  at  a time  when  one  would 
imagine,  both  from  the  condition  of  the  fauces , and  the  degree  of  heat,  that 
liquids  would  be  the  moft  acceptable,  it  is  not  uncommon  to  find  children, 
who  have  this  difeafe,  extremely  defirous  of  chicken,  and  chearfully  com- 
plying with  directions,  in  hopes  of  being  gratified  in  this  refpeft. 

Blifters  are  likewife  of  ufe  to  relieve  the  faintnefs.  At  firft  I was  in  doubt, 
left  the  flies,  by  their  acrimony,  fhould  increafe  the  putrefcent  difpofition,  and 
confequently  aggravate  the  diforder  they  were  intended  to  remove  : but  no  fuch 
effeCt  having  appeared  from  their  ufe,  I have  ordered  them  to  be  applied, 
and  I think  with  advantage,  both  to  the  ufual  parts,  and  to  the  neck  on  each 
fide  from  below  the  ear  almoft  to  the  clavicle,  as  occafion  required  *. 

The  ulcers  in  the  throat  demand  our  early  and  conftant  attention,  as  a 
confiderable  lofs  of  fubftance  cannot  here  be  fuffered  without  immediate  danger 
to  life  itfelf,  or  the  moft  injurious  confequences  to  the  future  aCtion  of  the 
parts,  if  the  patient  furvives. 

Where  the  difeafe  is  of  the  mildeft  kind,  a fuperficial  ulceration  only  is  ob~ 
fervablej  which  may  eafily  efcape  the  notice  of  a perfon  unacquainted  with  it, 
A thin,  pale,,  white  flough  feems  to  accompany  the  next  degree  : a thick, 
opaque,  or  alh-coloured  one  is  a further  advance : and  if  the  parts  have  a livid 
or  black  afpeCl,  the  cafe  is  ftill  worfe.  Thefe  floughs  are  not  formed  of  any 
foreign  matter  fpread  upon  the  parts  affeCled  as'  a cruft  or  coat,  but  are  real 
mortifications  of  the  fubftance ; fince,  whenever  they  come  off,  or  are  feparated 
from  the  parts  they  cover,  they  leave  an  ulcer  of  a greater  or  lefs  depth,  as 
the  floughs  were  fuperficial  or  penetrating. 

When  the  tendency  to  putrefa&ion  is  flopped,  thefe  floughs  in  moft  cafes 
come  off  fpontaneoufly  i or  their  feparation  may  be  promoted  by  fuitablc 
remedies  and  applications  : but  it  feems  by  no  means  advifeable  to  attempt 
it  by  force,  or  to  fcrape  them  off  with  the  fingers  or  inftruments,  as  Severinus 

•“It  has  been  obferved  by  feveral,  that  the  difcharge  from  blifters  in  this  difeafe  is  In  general  both1, 
more  copious  at  firft,  and. continues  longer  than  is  ufual  in  other  cafis. 

propofes  3, 
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propofes;  fince  the  experiment  has  been  tried,  but  with  fuch  unhappy  con- 
fequences  *,  as  are  fufficient  to  difcourage  one  from  perfifting  in  this  me- 
thod f . 

In  a cafe  where  I was  concerned,  previous  to  my  being  called  in,  a furgeon 
had  endeavoured  to  feparate  the  Houghs  by  the  affiftance  of  his  probe  : he 
fucceeded  in  his  attempt  without  much  difficulty;  but  was  furprifed  to  fee 
the  fame  parts  covered  the  next  day  with  thick,  dark,  afh-coloured  Houghs, 
penetrating  deep  into  the  fubftance. 

It  is  true,  the  Houghs  have  been  fometimes  fcarified,  from  an  apprehenfion 
that  matter  was  lodged  underneath  them,  without  any  manifeft  inconvenience; 
but  as  there  are  inftances  of  fatal  mortifications  having  enfued,  it  feems  moft 
prudent  to  decline  the  practice. 

From  under  thefe  Houghs,  and  from  every  part  of  the  ulcers  which  they 
cover,  a thin  corrofive  ichor  is  difcharged,  fo  acrid  as  to  excoriate  the  external 
parts  upon  which  it  is  fuffered  to  remain.  This  is  fometimes  obfervable  in 
adults,  when  the  parts  above  the  fauces  are  affeded ; the  ichar  in  thefe  cafes 
Hows  through  the  noftrils,  and  frequently  raifes  pimples  and  fmall  blifters 
on  the  fkin  of  the  upper  lip  ; but  it  is  mold  obvious  in  children,  who  often 
have  this  part,  the  corners  of  the  mouth,  and  the  cheek  on  which  they  com- 
monly lie,  bliftered  or  excoriated. 

It  is  probable,  as  hath  been  already  hinted  (p.  ao 6),  that  part  of  the 
fame  virulent  matter,  paffing  down  the  cefophagus  into  the  ftomach  and  intef- 
tines,  ads  upon  them  as  it  does  upon  the  fkin,  when  applied  to  it  externally ; 
it  frets  and  corrodes  the  parts  it  touches,  and  produces  that  Hcknefs,  vomit- 
ing, purging,  and  faintnefs,  which  fometimes  accompany  this  dileafe  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  its  progrefs. 

In  children,  and  very  young  fubjeds,  the  fymptoms  arifing  from  this  caufe 

* Si  quis  tamen  vel  digitis,  vel  aliquo  inftrumento  levi  ipfam  (materiam  albam)  auferre  ten« 
taflet,  quamvis  operatio  haec  fieret  abfque  dolore,  ea  tamen  ablata  breviflimo  tempore  peribant 
sgrotantes ; quod  prse  csteris  in  Petro  Soprano  genero  meo  obfervatum  eft,  cui  cum  hujufmodi 
mortificatio  apparuiflet  in  fuprema  fuperficie  diftatum  glandularum  faucium,  et  palati,  ita  ut 
videretur  efle  maximo  refpirationi  et  deglutitioni  impedimento,  chirurgus  exiftimans  pofle  facillimo 
negotio  a fubjeftis  partibus  earn  feparari  folis  digitis,  levilfime  quidem  earn  abftulit;  quaj  ablata, 
tantum  abeft  ut  juverit  deglutitionem  aut  refpirationem,  ut  utraque  potius  aftio  lasfa  magis  fuerit, 
.unde  breviflimo  tempore  mifer,  meo  cum  maximo  dolore,  mortem  oppetiit ; id  quod  etiam  in 
aliis  quamplurimis  pueris  fsepius  obfervavi,  et  praefertim  in  ejufdem  Petri  filiolo  nepoti  ex  Alia,  quin« 
que  annorum,  mihi  cariflima,  q.ui  poftpaucos  dies  eodem  modo,  quo  pater,  vitam  cum  morte  muta- 
vit.  Cortef.  Mifcel.  Med.  p.  697. 

f Quod  fi  enim  adhserentem  adhuc  cruftam  avellere  aggrediamur,  ulcerationes  magis  in  pro- 
fundum  procedunt,  et  inflammationes  confequuntur,  augentur  dolores,  et  in  ulcera  ferpentia  profi- 
ciunc.  Heredia,  p.  109. 
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are  yet  more  dangerous:  the  natural  foftnefs  and  laxity  of  the  parts  lia’<  j 
to  be  alFefted,  difpofes  them  to  fuffer  by  it  much  more  than  adults  : at  the 
fame  time  they  are  commonly  alike  incapable  of  promoting  the  difcharge  ot 
this  matter  themfelves,  and  of  admitting  affiitance  from  others,  being  ge- 
nerally, if  the  diftemper  is  not  very  mild,  cither  comatous  and  ftupid, 
or  delirious  and  untra&able.  If  gargles  are  injedted,  they  either  prevent 
them  from  reaching  the  feat  of  the  diforder,  by  their  tongues,  or  they  fwallow 
them,  and  the  putrid  taint  of  the  ulcers,  together  j the  mifchief  fpreads  be- 
yond the  power  of  art  to  reftrain  it ; violent  purgings  enfue,  or  fatal  hae- 
morrhages from  the  penetrating  gangrene.  And  to  this,  perhaps,  it  may  in 
part  be  owing,  that  children  fuller  fo  much  more  from  this  kind  of  Sore- 
throat,  than  adults  *. 

That  this  corrofive  matter  produces  thefe  effects  is  farther  confirmed,  by 
obferving,  that  thofe  whofe  throats  are  feverely  affedted,  if  they  have  a plen- 
tiful difcharge  from  the  fauces , are  feldom  attended  with  ficknefs,  vomiting, 
or  excelfive  faintnefs  j tho’  after  longer  fleeps  than  ordinary,  or  a negledt  of 
encouraging  this  evacuation,  they  have  complained  of  ficknefs,  and  have 
had  retchings  come  on  : and  in  fuch  cafes,  where  there  has  been  little  or  no 
difcharge  of  this  kind,  the  fymptoms  are  commonly  the  moll  dangerous. 

From  hence  it  is  obvious,  that  great  advantages  may  be  expedted  from  the 
conftant  ufe  of  gently  ftimulating  aromatic  gargles  ; as  they  promote  the 
difcharge  of  the  pituitous  matter  flowing  to  the  faucesy  and  doubtlefs,  with 
it,  of  fome  part  of  the  corrofive  fluid  above  mentioned : to  which  if  we 
add  antifeptics  and  detergents,  in  order  to  check  the  progrefs  of  the  mortifi- 
cation, and  cleanfe  the  fordid  ulcers  it  produces,  every  indication  is  -provided 
for.  ' 

Where  the  difeafe  is  mild,  the  fymptoms  favourable,  the  floughs  fuperfi- 
cial,  or  fcarce  perceptible,  it  may  be  fufficient  to  order  a gargle  of  fage-tea, 
with  a few  rofe-leaves  added  in  the  infufion ; three  or  four  fpoonfuls  of 
vinegar  may  be  mixed  with  half  a pint  of  the  tea,  and  as  much  honey  put 
to  it  as  will  leave  it  agreeably  acid. 

But  where  the  fymptoms  are  urgent,  the  tendency  to  putrefaftion  great, 
the  floughs  large  and  thick,  and  the  breath  offenfive,  recourfe  mull  be 
had  to  more  efficacious  remedies : a compofition  like  the  following,  varied 
only  as  the  patient’s  age  and  the  circumftances  of  the  difeafe  required,  has 
in  general  been  attended  with  very  good  effects.  The  proportion  here 

* Heredia  takes  notice  of  the  fame  thing,  and  gives  it  as  a principal  reafon  why  fo  many  infant* 
and  children  fuffered  by  this  difeafe. 

Infantum  et  puerorum  multitudo  maxima  periit,  quia  nec  exfpuere,  nec  excreare  lentas  et  cruf- 
taceas  materias  pofTunt,  et  minus  auxiliis  obediunt.  p.  100. 
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given  may  be  ufed  for  adults,  and  the  more  adtive  parts  lelfened  for  younger 
fubjedts. 

££  Deco  ft.  Deft;  oral.  fxij.  cut  inter  coquendum  add.  Rad.  Contrayerv . 
contuj.  gfs.  Liquori  colato  admifee  Acet . Vin.  Alb.  ^ij.  Tintt.  Myr. 
Ej.  Mel . opt.  3vj.  f.  Gargarijma. 

As  the  parts  about  the  gullet  are  frequently  fo  much  affedted,  as  to  ren- 
der it  painful  or  impradticable  for  the  fick  themfelves  to  make  ufe  of  the 
gargle  fo  freely  as  they  ought,  it  is  commonly  ordered,  that  a few  fpoonfuls 
of  this  liquor,  made  fomewhat  warm,  fhould  be  very  often  injedled  into  the 
fauces  with  a fmall  fyringe ; and  efpecially  before  the  patient  fwallows  any 
thing,  in  order  to  wafh  off  as  much  as  poffible  the  putrid  Jordes  adhering 
to  the  ulcers,  and  prevent  it  from  paffing  into  the  ftomach  and  bowels  *. 
In  young  fubjedts  this  method  is  the  more  neceffary,  as  they  don’t  always 
know  how  to  manage  a gargle  to  any  purpofe,  did  the  forenefs  of  the  parts  per- 
mit them  to  do  it  f. 

As  fo  much  depends  upon  the  frequent  ufe  of  gargles,  or  rather  of  injec- 
tions, a ftridt  attention  to  this  affair  can  fcarcely  be  too  ftrongly  enjoined 
on  thofe  who  have  the  care  of  the  fick  committed  to  them  j fince  an  affiduous 
repetition  of  thefe  lotions  not  only  promotes  a difeharge  from  the  glands  of 
the  throat,  which  is  probably  of  great  ufe  J,  but  retards  the  progrefs  of 
the  ulcers,  by  wafhing  off  the  putrefadlive  corroding  virus,  and  prevents  a 
large  train  of  very  dangerous  fymptoms  (fee  p.  ai6.)j  and  has  therefore  been 
ftrenuoufly  infilled  on  by  feveral  writers,  by  Mercatus  efpecially  §. 

If  the  floughs  are  large,  and  caft  off  flowly,  they  may  be  touched  with 
Mel.  Egyptiacum , by  means  of  an  armed  probe ; or  if  the  condition  of  the 
fauces  is  fuch,  that  this  cannot  conveniently  be  done,  a fpoonful  of  the  fol- 
lowing mixture  may  be  injedted,  and  retained  in  the  throat  as  long  as  the 
patient  can  endure  it  the  parts  may  then  be  wafhed  two  or  three  times 
with  the  gargle  alone. 

* The  fame  caution  was  given  by  Heredia,  and  almoft  in  the  fame  terms. — Cujufque  rei  deglu- 
titionem  [prscedat  excrementorum  oris  excreatio,  deterfio,  ne  lotione  venenofa  excrementa  cum 
rebus  deglutiendis  ferantur  ad  vifeera.  p.  109. 

p cum  pueri  nequeant  gargarifmatis  uti,  injiciantur  cum  fyringa.  Idem,  ibid. 

X Heredia,  after  having  obferved,  that  no  evacuations  by  ftools  or  fweat  were  of  ufe  in  this  dif- 
eafe,  admits  that  fome  advantages  may  be  expefted  from  this  difeharge.  Eft  autem  aliqua  fpes  in 
frequenti  exfpuitione,  quando  crafta  et  glutinofa  excreatur.  p.  100. 

§ Cavendum  eft  diligenter,  ne  fic  affe&i  deglutiant  propriam  falivam,  quinimo  ora  puerorum 
diligentiffime  funt  abluenda.  Mercat.  p.  137. 
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By  the  conftant  and  regular  ufe  of  thefe  applications,  if  the  patient  is  kept 
warm,  and  the  method  of  treating  him  in  other  refpe<fts  is  obferved,  agree- 
able to  what  has  been  mentioned  above,  it  feldom  happens  but  that  the  fe- 
brile fymptoms  difappear,  .the  doughs  come  off,  and  the  ulcers  are  difpofed 
to  heal  in  a few  days  j unlefs  it  be  where  mifmanagement  at  firft,  ma- 
lignity of  the  infection,  or  an  unfavourable  conftitution,  have  one  or  all  con- 
tributed to  increafe  the  difeafe,  and  to  render  its  confequences  more  lading 
and  mifchievous. 

What  effects  improper  treatment  produces  in  this  cafe,  has  already  been 
obferved.  With  regard  to  the  matter  of  contagion,  or  the  nature  of  that 
caufe  whfch  fo  fuddenly  brings  on  fuch  a train  of  fymptoms  as  hath  been 
defcribed,  little  can  be  faid  with  any  degree  of  certainty : thus  much,  how- 
ever, feems  to  be  true  in  fa£t,  that  in  fome  cafes  this  difeafe  appears  to  be 
of  fo  mild  a nature,  and  fo  benign,  as  to  require  but  little  afliftance  from 
art : perfons  even  recover  from  it  under  the  difadvantages  of  unfkilful  and 
injurious  management ; whilll,  in  others,  the  progrefs  of  the  fymptoms  is 
fo  rapid,  and  the  tendency  to  corruption  fo  ftrong,  that  nothing  feems  able 
to  oppofe  it.  Juft  as  it  happens  in  the  fmall-pox  ; the  benign  and  diftindt 
fort  bears  ill  treatment  without  injury ; in  the  malignant  flux  kind,  the  ut- 
moft  art  and  experience  are  too  often  infufficient  to  condudt  the  diftemper 
to  a happy  iffue.  Whether  this  diverfity  in  the  Sort-throat  we  are  fpeaking 
of,  is  owing  to  a difference  of  conftitutions,  or  of  feafons ; to  the  different 
quality  or  quantity  of  the  contagion,  or  the  manner  of  receiving  it ; or  whe- 
ther there  are  in  reality  diftindl  fpecies  of  it ; may  perhaps  hereafter  be  more 
certainly  determined. 

With  refpedt  to  conftitution,  it  may  be  further  obferved,  that,  in  foft,  lax, 
leucophlegmatic  habits,  and  languid,  inactive  difpolitions,  every  thing  elfe 
being  equal,  the  difeafe  feems  to  proceed  more  flowly,  to  go  off  more  irre- 
gularly, and  to  leave  behind  it  more  lafting  effects.  In  fome  perfons  of  the 
temperament  defcribed,  though  the  fever  has  grown  lefs,  and  all  the  fymp- 
toms abated  in  four  or  five  days,  yet  the  floughs  in  the  throat  have  con- 
tinued almoft  a week  after ; whilft  in  the  oppofite  conftitution,  though  the 
difeafe  has  been  much  more  acute,  yet  the  fymptoms  have  no  fooner  abated, 
than  the  floughs  have  call  off,  and  the  ulcers  healed  of  their  own  accord. 

A copious  haemorrhage  from  the  nofe,  mouth,  or  ears,  the  laft  efpecially, 
coming  on  after  the  difeafe  has  continued  three  or  four  days,  or  longer,  is  a 
dangerous  phenomenon : for,  at  this  time  of  the  diftemper,  it  moft  probably 
proceeds  from  the  branch  of  an  artery  deftroyed  by  the  mortification,  and 
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laid  open  by  the  reparation  of  the  (lough,  as  hath  been  already  obferved.  If 
the  veffel  is  therefore  large,  the  bleeding  may  prove  fatal  to  the  patient  in 
a very  lhort  time  ; or  if  he  efcapes  for  the  prefent,  the  lofs  of  a confiderable 
quantity  of  blood  at  this  time  of  the  difeafe  will  occafion  various  ill  confe- 
quences. 

It  is  therefore  abfolutely  neceffary  to  endeavour  to  flop  this  dilcharge 
with  all  the  expedition  poffible.  If  the  patient  'is  coftive,  it  will  be  of  ufe 
to  procure  relief  in  this  refpect,  by  clyfters  or  fuppofitories,  as  foon  as  can 
be  done  : to  apply  vinegar,  by  means  of  tents,  or  otherwife,  as  near  to  the 
orifice  of  the  veffel  as  we  can  : to  convey  the  fleam  of  it  into  the  fauces 
and  noflrils  plentifully,  and  to  keep  the  patient  in  a fitting  pofture,  or  his  head 
raifed  as  high  as  may  be,  and  his  upper  parts  moderately  cool : if  thefe  me- 
thods do  not  immediately  take  effect,  recourfe  muft  be  had  to  more  effi- 
cacious ones,  amongft  which  we  may  rank  the  bark  and  opium. 

It  is  not  uncommon  for  hectic  heats,  night-fweats,  want  of  appetite,  and 
dejection  of  fpirits,  to  attend  thofe  a confiderable  time,  who  have  had  the 
difeafe  in  a fevere  manner.  Frefh  air,  affes  milk,  and  other  ufual  means  of 
recovering  the  wafted  ftrength,  in  a fhort  time  reftore  to  fuch  invalids  their 
priftine  vigour. 

Having  thus  related  the  moft  material  circumftances  that  have  occurred 
to  me  in  refpect  to  the  fymptoms,  progrefs,  and  event  of  this  diftemper,  the 
juvantia , hederitia,  and  the  accidents  chiefly  to  be  regarded  in  its  cure,  in 
fuch  a manner  as  I hope  will  enable  thofe  who  have  not  feen  or  known  it,  to 
diftinguifh  it  from  a common  Sore-throat , and  to  treat  it  with  fome  degree  of 
propriety  and  fuccefs  when  it  occurs,  I fhall  conclude  with  obferving, 

1.  That  the  Sore-throat  attended  with  Ulcers , feems  to  be  accom- 
panied with  a ftrong  difpofition  to  putrefaction,  which  affects 
the  habit  in  general,  but  the  fauces , and  the  parts  contiguous,  in 
particular.  And  it  feems  not  unreafonable  to  fuppofe, 

2.  That  the  caufe  of  this  tendency  is  a putrid  virus , or  miafma  Jut 
generis , introduced  into  the  habit  by  contagion  ■,  principally  by 
means  of  the  breath  of  the  perfon  affected. 

3.  That  this  virus,  or  contagious  matter,  produces  effects  more  or 
lefs  pernicious,  according  to  the  quantity  and  nature  of  the  infec- 
tion, and  as  the  fubject  is  difpofed  to  receive  or  fuffer  by  it. 

4.  That  putrefactive  and  malignant  difeafes,  in  common,  admit 
of  the  moft  fenfible  and  fecure  relief,  from  difcharges  of  the  pec- 
cant matter,  either  upon  the  fkin  in  general,  or  on  particular  parts, 
of  the  body. 

5.  That  the  rednefs,  aud  cutaneous  efflorefcence,  in  the  prefent  cafe, 
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may  be  confidered  as  an  eruption  of  the  like  nature,  and  there- 
fore to  be  promoted  by  fuch  methods  as  have  proved  fuccefsful  in 
fimilar  difeafes. 

6.  That  a cordial,  alexipharmac,  warm  regimen,  has  been  found  by 
experience  to  be  of  the  moll  ufe  in  fuch  cafes  ; and  that  bleeding, 
purging,  antiphlogiftics,  liberally  employed,  either  retard  or  wholly 
prevent  thefe  difcharges. 

Therefore,  as  to  expel  the  morbific  matter  (3)  feems  to  be  the  defign 
of  Nature,  to  promote  this  defign  by  the  meafures  that  are  approved  by  ex- 
perience in  analogous  diforders,  is  the  duty  of  the  Phyficiam 
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DESCRIPTION 

OF  THE 

ANDRACHNE* 

WITH  ITS  BOTANICAL  CHARACTERS  : 

By  G.  D.  Ehret,  F.  R.  S.  -f* 

Read  before  the  Royal  Society,  February  26,  1767 . 


FROM  a fhort  and  crooked  ftem  go  off  irregularly  fevera  branches  bend- 
ing in  various  directions  ; but  the  younger  fhoots  moftly  pointing  up- 
wards. The  height  of  the  Ihrub  is  now  about  four  feet. 

The  ftem  and  branches  are  of  different  colours  at  different  feafons.  In  the 
fpring,  they  appear  of  a greenifh  cinnamon  colour:  this  is  gradually  heightened 
to  almoft  a red  during  winter;  towards  the  end  of  which,  the  epidermis  peels 
off,  and  the  new  bark  exhibits  the  like  appearance  as  it  had  the  fpring 
before.  8 

On  the  extremities  of  thefe  branches,  the  fhoots  of  the  preceding  year, 
which  are  of  a deep  red  colour,  are  many  leaves  of  different  fizes,  placed 
irregularly ; the  largeft  leaves  were  in  length,  when  the  figure  was  drawn, 
about  four  inches,  and  two  inches  and  an  half  in  breadth,  of  an  oval  figure : 
they  are  moftly  entire,  though  the  edges  of  fome  are  lightly  ferrated  : their 
furface  is  fmooth  and  lively,  but  not  gloffy  or  fhining.  They  are  fupported 
on  the  branches  by  footftalks  about  an  inch  long,  of  a red  colour,  and 
fmooth. 

* I have  introduced  this  defcrption  of  the  Andrachne,  though  written  by  Ehret,  as  I have 
reafon  to  think  it  was  done  under  the  influence  of  Dr.  Fothergill.  This  beautiful  exotic  is  now 
in  a flouriftung  ftate  at  Upton,  in  the  open  ground  : it  is  about  twelve  feet  high.  Editor . 

t Philofophical  Transactions,  vol.  lvii.  anno  1767,  p.  114. 
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A C C O U N T 

O F T H e 

MAGNETICAL  MACHINE 

Contrived  by  the  late  Dr.  Gowin  Knight , F.  R.  S.  and 
prefented  to  The  Royal  Society,  by  John  F other gillr 

M.  D.  F.  R.  S.  * 

Read  before  the  Royal  Society,  June  27,  1776. 


To  the  President  and  Fellows  of  the  Royal  Society. 

Gentlemen, 

BY  being  left  executor  to  your  late  worthy  member,  Gowin  Knight,  M.  B. 

a very  extraordinary  Magnetic  Machine  of  his  contrivance,  and  which 
had  coft  him  much  labour  and  expence,  came  into  my  pofiefiion.  This,  I 
thought,  might  not  be  unworthy  of  a place  in  your  repofitory ; and  I there- 
fore defire  your  acceptance  of  it,  as  a monument  of  Dr.  Knight’s  very  lingu- 
lar abilities,  and  of  my  regard  to  the  purpofes  of  your  inftitution. 

I muft,  however,  inform  you,  that  this  Machine,  which,  by  the  annexed 
figure,  and  its  explanation,  may  be  obferved  to  conuft  of  two  parts,  is  by  no 
means  fo  ftrongly  magnetical  as  it  was  at  the  Do&or’s  deceafe.  Not  long 
after  this  event,  it  was  necefiary  to  remove  this  apparatus  from  his  apart- 
ments in  the  Britifh  Mufeum.  One  of  thefe  parts  was  fixed  up  in  your 
Mufeum,  the  other  was  left  at  the  lodgings  of  one  of  your  very  ufeful,  inge- 
nious members,  J.  H.  de  Magellan,  for  the  purpofe  of  fome  experiments, 
and  alfo  for  impregnating  ftrongly  the  needles  of  fea-compaffes.  Here  it 
was  accidentally  delfroyed  by  fire,  and  the  parts  it  confided  of  rendered  almoft 
wholly  ufelels.  A new  one  has,  however,  been  made,  and  impregnated  with 
the  magnetical  power,  by  the  ingenious  gentleman  above-  mentioned,  accord- 

* Philofophical  Tranfa&ions,  vol.  Ixvi.  anno  1776,  p.  591. 
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ing  to  the  method  of  Dr.  Knight.  It  has  acquired  a confiderable  degree  of 
i magnetic  force,  by  being  placed  in  the  poke  line  with  the  other  part  of 
this  machine  that  was  unhurt,  and  where  in  time  it  will,  perhaps,  acquire* 
a confiderable  degree  of  magnetic  energy. 

I wifh  it  had  been  in  my  power  to  have  given  a minute  and  pertinent  detail 
of  my  deceased  friend’s  difeoveries  in  this  branch  of  knowledge.  He  ac- 
quainted me,  it  is  true,  at  different  times  in  converfation,  of  the  progrefs  he 
had  made  in  thefe  difeoveries ; but,  as  I then  thought  he  intended  to  leave 
behind  him  an  exa6t  account  of  his  experiments  and  refearches,  and  their 
refult,  I only  liftened  to  hi's  relations  as  matters  of  inftructive  amufement, 
not  thinking  it  would  ever  be  neceffary  for  any  other  perfon  than  himfelf 
to  give  the  public  an  account  of  his  labours.  Indeed,  there  are  many  ufe- 
ful  memorials  of  his  on  this  fubjedt,  in  your  collections,  to  which  I muft 
refer  the  inquifitive  reader.  I fhall  only  mention  fome  circumftances  relative 
to  this  machine,  which  I do  not  know  have  been  related  either  by  himfelf  or 
any  other  perfon. 

The  firft  thing,  I believe,  that  engaged  the  Doctor’s  attention  more  par- 
ticularly to  magnetifm,  was  the  accident  that  befel  a fhip’s  compafs  from 
lightning;  and  of  which,  I think,  he  gave  a Very  circumftantial  account 
to  the  Society.  This  affair  led  him  to  confider  the  ftrudture  of  the  com- 
tfs  more  minutely.  He  procured  compafs-cards  ready-armed,  as  it  is 
called,  from  different  makers  both  at  home  and  abroad.  He  found  molt  of 
the  needles  ftrangely  erring  from  due  polarity ; fome  being  many  points  to 
the  Weft,  others  as  many  to  the  Eaft,  of  the  right  pofition.  Amongft  them 
all  there  was  only  one,  which  to  him  feemed  conftruCled  on  a rational  plan, 
and  was  of  French  make,  procured  from  Marfeilles;  but  even  this  was 
not  without  very  evident  faults. 

To  fix  upon  the  proper  form  of  a needle  through  which  the  magnetic 
effluvia  could  pafs  with  the  leaft  interruption,  to  give  the  needle  fuch  a 
degree  of  hardnefs  as  to  retain  the  magnetic  influx  the  longeft,  and  with  the 
greateft  force,  were  material  objects ; and,  I imagine,  a view  to  have  fuch  a 
degree  of  magnetic  power  at  his  command,  as  to  force  the  magnetic  virtue 
through  the  moft  confolidated  bars,  was  his  firft  inducement  to  try,  wher- 
ther  he  could  not  collefl  fuch  a magazine  of  magnetifm,  as  would  be  fuffi- 
cient  for  every  purpofe  of  this  kind,  and  at  the  fame  time  exhibit  fome  new 
phenomena  in  phyfics  yet  undifeovered.  With  this  view  he  planned  and 
■executed  the  machine,  deferibed  at  the  end  of  this  relation. 

His  firft  attempt,  however,  was  much  fmaller;  a few  bars  were  laid  in  the 
due  courfe  of  the  magnetic  flux,  and  impregnated  by  conftant  attrition.  To 
thefe,  other  bars  were  added  fuccefflvely,  after  they  had  been  impregnated, 
both  by  the  force  he  could  give  them  by  attrition,  and  what  he  could  de- 
, 2 rive 
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rive  from  the  preceding  (lock  collefted  in  the  bars.  To  thefe  he  added  ftill 
freffi  bars,  till  he  had  formed  the  whole  mafs  as  it  is  now  prefented  to  you,  and 
refting  on  wheels  and  pivots,  in  fuch  manner  as  to  be  eafily  manageable  for  the 
purpofe  of  impregnating  the  needles  he  was  employed  to  fee  prepared,  for  the 
fervice  of  government,  and  ethers,  who  had  generofity  enough  to  think,  that 
the  compafs,  on  which  depended  the  lives  of  the  fhip’s  crew,  could  not  be 
made  too  perfebt,  and  that  it  deferved  a reafonable  compenfation.  It  is  to  the 
Doctor’s  ingenuity  and  indefatigable  attention  to  this  ufeful  inftrument,  that 
it  has  acquired  amongft  us  a degree  of  perfedtion  unknown  to  our  prede- 
ceffors. 

When  the  machine  was  compleated,  he  Hill  was  adding  continually  to  its 
power.  He  impregnated  every  fingle  bar  of  which  it  is  compofed,  by  repeated 
attritions,  and  applied  it  to  the  remaining  bars  in  their  magnetic  pofition.  Af- 
ter this  operation,  he  always  found  its  efficacy,  for  a feafon,  confiderably  di- 
miniffied ; for  the  effluvia  of  each  bar,  though  increafed  in  virtue,  feemed  not 
immediately  to  have  acquired  a communication  with  each  other.  However,  it 
grew  always  more  powerful  after  each  of  thefe  operations  ; and  it  is  more  than 
probable,  if  a perfon  could  be  found,  who,  with  equal  patience  and  fkill, 
would,  at  proper  diftances,  repeat  the  fame  procels,  that  the  prefent  machine 
would  acquire  a degree  of  force  fuperior  to  what  the  original  ever  pofTefledj 
for  much  depends  upon  time,  and  a due  pofition.  If  to  thefe  was  added  a 
freffi  impregnation  of  each  fingle  bar,  by  the  means  hitherto  made  ufe  of,  you 
would  probably  poffefs  a larger  fund  of  magnetic  power,  than  exiits  in  any  ar- 
tificial magnet  now  in  being. 

But  if  this  cannot  be  obtained,  if  an  able  perfon  cannot  be  prevailed  upon 
to  renew  its  vigour  in  this  manner,  it  might  poffibly  afford  the  curious  forne 
fatisfabtion  to  know,  whether,  in  its  prefent  date,  it  lofes  any  force,  or  acquires 
frefh  virtue ; to  know,  with  fome  degree  of  precifion,  how  much  weight  it  will 
now  fufpend  ; and  to  obferve  annually  its  variation.  I need  not  fugged,  that  a 
trial  of  this  nature  demands  no  fmall  attention,  tven  the  motion  of  a car- 
riage in  the  ftreet,  though  at  fuch  a didance  as  the  Society’s  apartments,  will 
make  a confiderable  variation. 

I do  not  know,  that  the  Dobtor  left  behind  him  any  defeription  of  a com- 
pofition  he  had  made  to  form  artificial  loadftones.  I have  feen  in  his  pof-' 
feffion,  and  many  other  of  his  friends  have  likewife  feen,  fuch  a compofition; 
which  retained  the  magnetic  virtue  in  a manner  much  more  fixed,  than  either 
any  real  loadftone,  or  any  magnetic  bar,  however  well  tempered.  In  the  na- 
tural ones  he  could  change  the  poles  in  an  inftant,  fo  likewife  in  the  hardeft 
bars ; but  in  the  compofition  the  poles  were  immoveable.  He  had  feveral 
fmall  pieces  of  this  compofition,  which  had  ftrong  magnetic  powers.  The 
larged  was  about  half  an  inch  in  breadth,  very  little  longer  than  broad,  and 
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near  a quarter  of  an  inch  thick.  It  was  not  armed,  but  the  ends  were  power- 
fully magnetic ; nor  could  the  poles  be  altered,  though  it  was  placed  between 
two  of  his  largeft  bars,  and  they  were  very  ftrongly  impregnated.  The  mafs 
was  not  very  heavy,  and  had  much  the  appearance  of  a piece  of  black  lead, 
though  not  quite  fo  fhining.  I believe  he  never  divulged  the  compofition ; 
but,  I think,  he  once  told  me,  the  balls  of  it  was  filings  of  iron,  reduced  by 
long-continued  attrition  with  water  to  a perfe&ly  impalpable  Hate,  and  then  in- 
corporated with  fome  pliant  matter,  to  give  it  due  confiftence*.  Perhaps  fome 

* The  following  account  of  Dr.  Knight’s  method  of  making  artificial  Loadftones,  was  commu- 
nicated by  Benjamin  Wilfon,  F.  R.  S.  in  a letter  to  Sir  Jofeph  Banks,  Baronet,  P.  R.  S.  Read 
before  the  Royal  Society,  December  17,  1778.  Editor. 

Sir, 

The  method  of  making  artificial  Loadftones,  as  it  was  difcovered  and  praCtifed  by  the  late 
Dr.  Gowin  Knight,  being  unknown  to  the  Public,  and  I myfelf  having  been  frequently  prefent 
when  the  DoCtor  was  employed  in  the  moft  material  fteps  of  that  curious  procefs,  I thought  a 
communication  thereof  would  be  agreeable  to  you  and  the  philofophic  world. 

The  method  was  this: — Having  provided  himfelf  with  a large  quantity  of  clean  filings  of  iron, 
he  put  them  into  a large  tub  that  was  more  than  one-third  filled  with  clean  water  : he  then,  with 
great  labour,  worked  the  tub  to  and  fro  for  many  hours  together,  that  the  friction  between  the 
grains  of  iron  by  this  treatment  might  break  off  fuch  fmaller  parts  as  would  remain  fufpended  in 
the  water  for  a time.  The  obtaining  of  thofe  very  fmall  particles  in  fufficient  quantity,  feemed  to 
him  to  be  one  of  the  principal  dejiderata  in  the  experiment. 

The  water  being  by  this  treatment  rendered  very  muddy,  he  poured  the  fame  into  a clean, 
earthen  veflel,  leaving  the  filings  behind  ; and  when  the  water  had  flood  long  enough  10  become 
clear,  he  poured  it  out  carefully,  without  difturbing  fuch  of  the  iron  fediment  as  ftill  remained, 
which  now  appeared  reduced  almoft  to  impalpable  powder.  This  powder  was  afterwards  removed 
into  another  veft’el,  in  order  to  dry  it;  but  as  h had  not  obtained  a proper  quantity  thereof  by 
this  one  ftep,  he  was  obliged  to  repeat  the  procefs  many  times. 

Having  at  laft  procured  enough  of  this  very  fine  powder,  the  next  thing  to  be  done  was  to  make 
a pafte  of  it,  and  that  with  fome  vehicle  which  would  contain  a confiderable  quantity  of  the  phlo- 
giftic  principle ; for  this  purpofe  lie  had  recourfe  to  linfeed-oil  in  preference  to  all  other  fluids. 

With  thefe  two  ingredients  only  he  made  a ftifr  pafte,  and  took  particular  care  to  knead  it  well 
before  he  moulded  it  into  convenient  lhapes.  Sometimes,  whilft  the  pafte  continued  in  its  foft  ftate, 
he  would  put  the  impreflion  of  a feal  upon  the  fevera!  pieces ; one  of  which  is  in  the  Britilh  Mufeum. 

This  pafte  was  then  put  upon  wood,  and  fometimes  on  tiles,  in  order  to  bake  or  dry  it  before  a 
moderate  fire,  at  a foot  diftance,  or  thereabouts. 

The  DoCtor  found,  that  a moderate  fire  was  moft  proper,  becaufe  a greater  degree  of  heat  made 
the  compofition  frequently  crack  in  many  places. 

The  time  required  for  the  baking  or  drying  of  this  pafte  was  generally  five  or  fix  hours,  before- 
it  attained  a fufficient  degree  of  hardnefs.  When  that  was  done,  and  the  feveral  baked  pieces 
were  become  cold,  he  gave  them  their  magnetic  virtue  in  any  direction  he  pleafed,  by  placing 
them  between  the  extreme  ends  of  his  large  magazine  of  artificial  magnets  for  a few  feconds  or 
more,  as  he  faw  occafion. 

By  this  method  the  virtue  they  acquired  was  fuch,  that  when  any  one  of  thofe  pieces  was  held 
between  two  of  his  belt  ten-guinea  bars,  with- its  poles  purpofely  inverted,  it  immediately  of  it- 
felf  turned  about  to  recover  its  natural  direction,  which  the  force  of  thofe  very  powerful  bars  was 
not  fufficient  to  counteract.  I am,  &c. 
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of  his  acquaintance  may  have  been  more  fully  informed  of  this  circumftance  ; 
and  it  may  be  rendering  great  aid  to  future  enquirers,  to  know  every  thing 
that  can  be  collected  relative  to  fo  curious  a fubjedt. 

Left  the  machine  itfelf  fhould  be  deftroyed  by  the  fame  accident  as  that 
which  deftroyed  a part  of  it,  I thought  an  exadl  reprefenta  ion  of  it,  and  its  fe- 
veral  parts,  might  be  the  beft  means  of  preferving  it  to  future  times,  if  in- 
ferted  in  the  Tranfadlions  of  the  Royal  Society, 

' f do:-:;'.  < ’ L. 

Explanation  of  the  Plate. 

Plate  III.  fhews  the  magazines  according  to  the  Dodlor’s  laft  difpofition  of 
them.  The  two  being  perfedlly  alike,  therefore  fig.  2.  contains  only  the  half 
of  one  of  them.  Each  magazine  confifts  of  240  bars,  difpofed  in  four  lengths, 
marked  1.  2.  3.  4.  j every  length  containing  fixty  bars,  placed  in  fix  courfes  or 
layers,  in  contadl  one  on  another ; and  ten  in  each  courfe,  placed  fide  by  fide, 
in  contadt  alfo.  The  bars  being  very  nearly  of  a fize,  the  ends  of  thofe  in  one 
length  are  in  contadl  with  the  correfponding  ends  of  thofe  in  the  adjacent 
lengths.  The  magnetical  North-ends  of  thefe  bars,  in  each  magazine,  are  all 
diredled  one  way  towards  n ; and  the  South-ends  the  contrary  way  toward  s ; 
thick  plates  of  iron  cover  thefe  ends  n and  s ; the  jundtion  of  the  ends  of  the 
bars  fall  under  the  brafs  braces  a a. 

As  it  has  been  found  difficult,  after  the  final  hardening  of  thefe  bars,  to  pre- 
ferve  among  them  a perfedt  equality  in  fize  ; therefore,  the  contadl  of  their 
fides  are  perfedted  by  thin  iron  plates  bb,  flipped  in  between  the  braces  aa  and 
the  jundlion  of  the  ends  of  the  bars  : and  thefe  plates  bb,  being  prefied  by  the 
fcrews  paffing  through  the  fides  of  the  braces  aa,  keep  the  ends  of  the  bars  in 
as  clofe  contadl  as  their  figures  will  permit ; and,  that  the  bars  may  be  kept 
end  to  end  in  contadl,  the  iron  plate  at  the  North-end  in  fig.  1.  and  at  the 
South-end  in  fig.  2.  is  perforated  with  fixty  holes,  one  againft  the  end  of  each 
bar,  as  fliewn  at  fig.  3.  with  a fcrew  fitted  to  each  hole,  as  fhewn  at  fig.  4.  : 
every  fcrew  having  a fquare  head  as  at  fig.  5.  may,  by  help  of  the  key,  fig.  6. 
be  turned,  and,  by  preffing  againft  the  end  of  the  bar  in  the  fourth  length, 
force  it  againft  its  abutting  bar  in  the  third  length,  and  fo  on  till  the  bars,  end 
to  end,  are  brought  into  contadl  and  kept  fo.  The  braces  are  in  two  pieces  ; 
the  fides  and  bottom  in  one ; and  the  other  piece  forms  the  top  aa,  which  is 
held  clofe  to  the  bars  by  the  fcrews  paffing  through  it  into  the  upright  fides  of 
the  braces ; and,  to  keep  the  braces  at  n and  s fteadily  in  their  places,  the  two 
long  braces  cc  are  affixed. 

As  each  of  thefe  magazines  weighed  about  500  lbs.  it  became  necefiary  to 
have  them  fo  placed  as  to  be  conveniently  ufed.  The  Dodtor,  therefore,  by 

fcrews 
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fcrews  fixed  the  braces,  containing  the  bars,  to  a ftrong  mahogany  plank  dd, 
about  1 inch  and  A thick;  the  fcrews  paffing  through  the  plank  entered  the 
bottom  parts  of  the  braces  aa.  Againft  the  middle  of  the  whole  length,  two 
ftrong  brafs  plates  are  well  fixed  to  the  fides  of  the  plank;  to  thefe  brafs 
plates  are  fixed  two  cylindrical  gudgeons  f,  which  projecting  from  the  fides, 
like  the  trunnions  of  a cannon,  lie  in  the  fockets  of  the  ftandard  g,  whereby 
the  magazine  eafily  turns,  as  on  an  axis ; and  is  fo  well  poized  as  to  ftand  in 
any  inclination  of  the  line  ns  ; and  in  this  the  equilibrium  is  affifted  by  the 
ftrong  mahogany  femi-circular  pieces  ll,  fixed  in  a vertical  pofition  to  the 
middle  of  the  under  part  of  the  plank  dd,  on  which  the  magnetic  apparatus 
refts.  The  ftandards  g are  fixed  to  the  fquare  frame  hh,  and  the  whole  fup- 
ported  on  the  four  trucks  ir,  whereby  the  two  magazines  are  eafily  brought 
end  to  end,  or  fet  at  a convenient  diftance,  fo  as  to  admit  a bar  k,  to  be  placed 
between  the  ends,  to  be  made  magnetical. 


A few 
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/J  Pew  years  ago  * Jome  Phyficians  in  London  agreed  to  meet  together  for  their  mu~ 
^ tual  improvement  in  the  practice  of  their  profeffion.  The  reigning  difeafes  of 
the  feafon,  with  the  methods  of  cure  that  were  found  moft  effectual ; and  new  difco - 
veries  in  phyfic,  either  here  or  abroad.,  more  efpecially  fuch  as  they  themfelves  had 
either  made  or  examined , were  intended  to  be  the  principal  topics  of  converfation. 

Theperjons  who  formed  this  fociety , were  either  fuch  as  had  the  care  of  hofpitals, 
or  were  otherwife  in  fome  degree  of  repute  in  their  profeffion ; and  confequently  had 
frequent  opportunities  of  making  obfervations  themfelves,  and  of  verifying , in  the 
courfe  of  their  practice,  the  difcoveries  of  others.  When  difficult  cafes  occurred  to 
any  of  them , the  reft  were  confulted , and  that  method  of  cure , which  appeared  moft 
likely  to  be  attended  with  fuccefs , was  tried ',  and  the  event  communicated. 

When  thefe  meetings  had  continued  a confiderable  time , fome  of  the  members  became 
defirous  of  making  the  public  partakers  of  the  advantages  that  might  be  derived 
from  fuch  an  affectation  : accordingly  they,  with  fome  other  Phyficians,  formed 
themfelves  into  a fociety,  for  collecting  and  publifhing  Medical  Obfervations  and 
Enquiries.-— Preface  to  the  Medical  Obferv.  &c.  Vol.  I. 

Dr.  Fothergill,  if  not  the  firfl  projector  of  this  important  publication,  has  cer- 
tainly been  a very  confiderable  contributor  to  it,  as  the  many  ufeful  papers  of  his, 
extracted  from  it,  will  abundantly  teflify.  Editor. 


The  Socie/f  s frjl  volume  nvas  pullifhed  in  1758. 
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OF  THE 

USE  of  the  CORTEX  PERUVIANUS 

IN  SCROFULOUS  DISORDERS*. 


AS  I do  not  remember  to  have  met  with  many  inftances  recorded  of  the 
effects  of  the  Bark  in  Scrofulous  Diforders,  I take  the  liberty  to  offer  the 
following  obfervations  on  this  fubjedt  to  the  Society,  and  fubmit  them  entirely 
to  their  corredtion  and  difpofal. 

About  the  year  1744,  a poor  woman  brought  her  child,  a boy  between 
twelve  and  fourteen  months  old,  and  requefted  my  affiftance  for  a diforder  in 
its  eyes,  that  feemed  to  threaten  total  blindnefs.  The  eyelids  were  fo  fwelled, 
and  fo  exquifitely  tender,  that  it  was  with  difficulty  I obtained  the  flighted: 
view  of  one  eye,  the  coats  whereof  feemed  only  to  be  affedted : the  lips  were 
likewife  much  fwelled;  the  glands  about  the  neck  enlarged;  and  the  whole 
afpedt  denoted  a fcrofulous  tendency. 

I ordered  a fpoonful  of  a decodlion  of  the  Bark  to  be  given  three  times  a 
day,  adding  to  each  dofe  from  fix  to  ten  drops  of  the  half,  polychreft.  or  fo  many 
as  might  be  fufficient  to  procure  a laxative  ftool  every  day,  the  child  being  na- 
turally of  a coftive  habit. 

The  child  was  ordered  to  live  upon  light  broth,  and  fuch  tender  animal  food 
as  the  poor  woman  could  procure ; and  to  be  kept  from  much  fruit  and 
vegetables. 

By  this  method,  in  about  a fortnight,  he  was  able  to  bear  the  light;  and, 
in  a month,  I had  the  fatisfadtion  to  fee  him  perfedtly  recovered. 

The  fuccefs  of  this  experiment  induced  me  to  repeat  it  as  occafion  offered. 
Not  long  after,  a boy  was  brought  to  me,  about  feven  years  old,  of  a thin  fpare 
habit,  pale  frckly  look,  with  the  eyelids  fo  much  fwelled,  and  the  eyes  fo  ten- 
der, as  to  be  incapable  of  bearing  the  lead  glimmering  of  light ; and  his  face 
was  here  and  there  crufled  with  moift  fcabs,  which  had  almoft  covered  his 
chin. 

* From  the  Medical  Obfervations  and  Enquiries,  vol.  i,  p.  303.  Read  November  29,  1756. 
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I ordered  a decodtion  of  the  Bark  to  be  given,  to  the  quantity  of  a fpoonful 
and  a half,  three  times  a day ; and  a finall  pill,  with  one  grain  of  calomel  in  a 
little  conferve  of  rofes,  every  other  night. 

This  procefs  was  continued  about  ten  days,  when  he  was  brought  to  me 
again  : the  eyes  were  lefs  tender,  and  his  face  was  fomewhat  cleared  of  the 
fcabs : but  as  the  feafon  was  then  growing  colder,  the  decodlion  was  continued 
alone  about  a month,  when  the  child  had  recovered  better  health  than  he  had 
enjoyed  during  the  preceding  year : he  could  bear  any  light  without  pain,  the 
fcabs  had  difappeared,  and  the  glands  were  become  fmall  and  fofter. 

The  fpring  following,  his  eyes  again  growing  tender  and  painful,  and  other 
fymptoms  appearing  of  his  former  indifpofition,  the  fame  remedies  were  re- 
peated, and  produced  the  fame  efFecfts  as  before ; and  that  he  might  be  fecured 
from  the  like  returns  for  the  future,  I advifed  that  he  fhould  take  the  decodlion 
and  pills  for  ten  days  or  a fortnight,  once  in  three  months,  for  about  a year. 
This  advice  was  punctually  complied  with,  and  he  remained  free  from  any 
fymptom  of  the  diforder  about  four  years,  from  the  lafl  repetition  of  the  medi- 
cines, when  he  was  feized  with  the  confluent  fmall-pox,  at  that  time  very  rife 
and  fatal,  and  died  of  the  fecond  fever. 

In  the  year  1750,  a poor  woman  brought  her  child,  fomewhat  more  than  a 
year  old,  affected  with  a very  painful  fcrofulous  ophthalmy,  to  Dr.  Clephane 
and  me,  then  at  Scarborough.  A method  like  the  former  was  directed,  and 
we  had  the  fatisfaction  to  find,  ere  we  left  the  place,  that  the  child  had  reaped 
from  it  all  the  benefit  we  could  wifh. 

A young  gentleman,  about  feventeen,  of  a thin  habit,  in  an  employment  that 
admitted  but  of  little  exercife,  accultomed  to  a plentiful  table,  and  deriving 
from  his  parents  a fcrofulous  taint,  defired  my  afiiftance  for  a large  indurated 
parotid. 

I directed  a two-ounce  draught  of  the  deco£tion  of  the  Bark,  with  about  forty 
drops  of  the  tintt . guaiac.  volatilis  to  be  taken  twice  a day,  and  to  be  continued 
during  two  months. 

By  the  ufe  of  this  remedy  he  grew  flrong  and  more  florid  : the  tumour  did 
not  increafe,  but  felt  fomewhat  fofter  than  at  firfl.  Having  thus  flopped  its 
progrefs,  I advifed  him  to  defifl  about  two  months,  and  then  to  repeat  the  fame 
remedy : but  no  confiderable  benefit  accrued  from  this  fecond  courfe  i the  tu- 
mour, though  lefs  than  at  firfl,  was  flill  obfervable. 

Things  remained  in  this  fituation  about  a year,  when  his  chin  and  upper  lip 
began  to  be  covered  with  a thick  yellow  fcab,  moifl  and  itching.  This  was 
both  troublefome  and  difagreeable.  I had  recourfe  again  to  the  Bark  in  va- 
rious forms,  but  without  the  advantage  I hoped  for : it  feemed  to  flop  the  pro- 
grefs of  the  diflemper,  but  did  not  cure  it.  A courfe  of  calomel  and  Jutyhur 
aurat.  antimon.  in  fmall  dofes,  viz.  a grain  of  each  every  night,  gradually 

cleared 
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cleared  his  face  of  this  difagreeable  gueft ; but  it  foon  broke  out  again.  Bath- 
ing in  the  fea,  and  the  ufe  of  Scarborough  water  upon  the  fpot,  at  length  extir- 
pated this  cutaneous  diforder.  The  parotid  however  frill  continued  fwelled  ; 
but  as  he  now  began  to  acquire  a more  manly  habit,  it  ceafed  to  be  confpi- 
cuous. 

In  this  cafe  I had  juft  reafon  to  apprehend  that  the  Bark  put  a ftop  to  the  tu- 
mour’s increafe,  and  rather  foftened  it ; but  this  was  all : and  I have  met  with 
many  other  cafes,  in  which  the  Bark  has  had  the  like  effe&s ; checked  the 
fpeedy  progrefs  of  the  difeafe,  reftored  a better  ftate  of  health  in  various  re- 
fpeCts,  and  laid  a proper  foundation  to  proceed  upon,  in  attempting  a cure  by 
other  methods.  I have  likewife  made  ufe  of  the  Bark  in  fcrofulous  ulcers,  but 
hitherto  not  with  the  fuccefs  one  might  expeCt. 

I have  at  prefent  under  my  care  a boy  about  fourteen,  a girl  about  ten  years 
of  age,  and  a third  about  feven  of  a very  delicate  habit.  The  two  firft  are 
poor,  and  a charge  to  their  parents,  from  a forenefs  in  their  eyes,  that  renders 
them  incapable  of  bearing  the  light,  or  doing  any  thing  towards  their  fupport. 
The  laft  is  obliged  to  live  in  conftant  darknefs,  though  the  child  of  perfons  in 
better  condition.  They  have  been  in  the  courfe  deferibed  above  feveral 
weeks,  and  are  daily  recovering. 

Sometimes  I give  the  calomel  pills  above  mentioned  with  the  decoCtion,  efpe- 
cially  if  any  fymptoms  of  the  worms  appear,  or  if  the  cafe  is  attended  with 
coftivenefs,  and  a difeharge  of  acrimonious  moifture  on  any  part  of  the  lkin. 
But  the  Bark  is  the  remedy  I think  chiefly  to  be  depended  on ; and  the  dofe 
fhould  be  as  much  as  the  patient  can  be  prevailed  upon  to  take ; providing 
with  equal  care  againft  coftivenefs  and  its  oppofite. 

As  I imagine  the  refult  of  repeated  obfervations  will  be  more  agreeable  to 
your  plan  than  a detail  of  particular  cafes,  I fhall  conclude  this  narrative  with 
remarking,  that  I have  given  the  Bark,  in  cafes  fimilar  to  thofe  above  deferibed, 
to  children  of  different  ages,  to  adults  of  both  fexes,  and  in  various  conditions 
of  life;  and  have  found,  that  it  may  not  only  be  given  with  great  fafety,  but  to 
manifeft  advantage,  in  many  fcrofulous  complaints  : inveterate  ophthalmies  ge- 
nerally yield  to  it ; incipient  glandular  tumours  are  very  frequently  refolved, 
and  their  farther  progrefs  flopped ; fwelled  lips,  cutaneous  blotches  arifing  from 
the  like  caufe,  are  healed,  and  the  tendency  to  a ftrumous  habit  corre&ed,  by  a 
proper  ufe  of  the  Cortex  Peruvianus. 

There  are  few,  I believe,  who  are  converfant  in  the  practice  of  phyfic,  who 
do  not  find  occafion,  at  one  time  or  other,  to  be  diffatisfied  with  the  feveral 
methods  and  medicines  hitherto  recommended  in  the  cure  of  the  diforders  I 
have  been  mentioning.  A fwelled  lip,  a blood-lhot  eye,  will  frequently  baffle 
a courfe  of  efficacious  remedies  under  prudent  directions.  When  the  difeafe  is 
farther  advanced,  it  grows  more  obftinate ; the  greater  the  number  of  parts 

that 
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that  are  affedted,  the  more  the  difficulties  are  increafed.  We  have  indeed  a 
copious  choice  of  alteratives  handed  down  to  us,  all  which,  perhaps,  have 
been,  in  particular  inftances,  beneficial ; but  neverthelefs  they  too  often  difsp- 
point  us.  Moft  of  the- remedies  propofed  for  this  diftemper,  are  fuch  as  feem 
recommended  more  with  a view  to  alter  the  juices,  than  immediately  to  affedl 
the  folids : but  we  hitherto  know  much  lefs  of  the  nature  of  fluids  circulating 
in  an  animal  body,  or  how  to  alter  them,  than  we  do  how  to  apply  fuch  medi- 
cines as  affedl  the  folids,  and,  in  confequence  thereof,  produce  certain  altera- 
tions in  the  fluids. 

It  is  not'fafe  to  infer,  that  the  various  kinds  of  falts  have  the  fame  effedts 
upon  animal  juices,  whether  taken  from  the  animal,  or  circulating  in  their 
proper  canals.  Experience  does  not  always  warrant  fuch  conclufions.  The  di- 
geftive  powers  of  the  ftomach,  by  the  fame  means  that  they  convert  different 
forts  of  aliments,  fome  of  them  fufficiently  acrid,  into  a mild  and  milky  fluid, 
feem  able  to  deprive  the  moft  pungent  falts  of  great  part  of  their  adtivity.  And 
this  circumftance  alone,  in  my  opinion,  renders  a dependence  upon  one  part  of 
the  Materia  Medica , on  which  many  pleafing  expeditions  have  been  formed, 
much  to  be  fufpedted  ; I mean  the  different  kinds  of  falts  recommended  in  ftru- 
mous  diforders.  It  is  very  certain  that  the  effedts  of  the  acid  and  the  alkaline 
falts  greatly  depend  on  the  prefent  difpofition  of  the  juices  in  the  ftomach  and  firft 
paflfages.  The  neutral  ones  are  not  altogether  exempt  from  the  fame  influ- 
ence ; and  fhould  they  pafs  unaltered  into  the  blood,  we  cannot  afcertain  their 
effedts  upon  it : and  could  we  even  do  this,  can  it  reafonably  be  fuppofed  that 
a few  drams  of  any  kind  of  fait,  however  adtive,  and  properly  adapted,  mixed 
with  fo  many  pounds  of  blood,  and  other  animal  juices,  could  produce  the 
effedt  we  wifh  for,  or  be  able  to  extirpate  a difeafe,  as  the  ancients  expreffed 
themfelves,  totius  Jubfiantia , and  fixed  ift  the  moft  inacceffible  parts  of  the  ani- 
mal ceconomy  ? The  chance  therefore  of  curing  this  diftemper,  by  means  of 
remedies  defigned  to  adt  on  the  fluids  alone,  is  but  little.  It  may  indeed  be 
urged,  that  falts,  as  ftimulants,  affedl  the  folids  as  well  as  fluids ; and  that  they 
may  do  fo  is  granted : but  in  this  cafe  their  operation  is  much  confined  for  it 
may  be  doubted,  whether  their  fiimulus  extends  beyond  the  firft  paffages. 

The  afpedt,  habit,  and  age  of  ftrumous  perfons ; the  nature  of  their  tumours 
in  refpedt  to  their  formation,  progrefs,  and  iffue,  feem  to  indicate  a general 
laxity  of  the  folids,  as  well  as  great  vifcidity  of  the  fluids,  efpecially  thofe  con- 
tained in  fome  particular  feries  of  veffels;  which  caufes,  when  combined,  pro- 
ceed with  a flow  but  conftant  efficacy  to  produce  the  worft  of  mifchiefs,  unlefs 
prevented  by  the  interpofition  of  fome  favourable  change  in  the  non-naturals, 
or  by  medical  affiftance. 

It  may  indeed  be  difputed,  whether  the  folids  being  firft  relaxed,  the  fluids 
do  not  become  vifcid,  and  unfit  for  their  office,  in  confequence  of  this  relaxa- 
10  tion.; 
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tion  ; or  whether  the  juices  are  not  firft  vitiated,  and  from  them  a laxity  of  the 
folids  is  inevitably  derived.  Cafes  may  happen  in  which  one  or  the  other  of 
thefe  fuppofitions  may,  with  great  probability,  be  admitted ; but  in  either  cafe, 
fince  it  feems  beyond  difpute,  that  the  power  of  affedting  the  folids  is  more 
under  our  command  than  that  of  altering  the  fluids,  it  is  reafonable  to  diredt 
our  applications  in  the  cure  of  this  diftemped  more  immediately  to  the  folids, 
as,  without  their  afliftarice,  the  fluids  muft  ftill  remain  in  a morbid  condition. 

All  internal  rernedies  given  by  the  mouth,  dnd  defigned  to  adt  beyond  the 
ftomach,  muft  be  expofed  to  the  efficacy  of  the  powers  by  which  digeftion  is 
performed : it  is  therefore  incumbent  upon  the  prefcriber  to  confider  how  far 
the  virtues  of  the  medicines  he  gives,  are  liable  to  be  affedted  in  their  tranfit 
to  the  parts  where  he  is  defirous  they  fhould  adt.  Moft  of  the  faline  remedies, 
as  hath  already  been  obferved,  are  liable  to  great  alterations  in  the  ftomach. 
Alcaline  and  acid  falts  may  become  neutral  and  faponaceous ; neutral  ones  may 
be  diluted,  and  difpofed  to  run  off  immediately  by  the  emundtories,  and  all  of 
them  contribute  as  little  towards  eradicating  this  diftemper,  as  they  do  towards 
effedting  the  change  we  call  digeftion ; a change  whereby  fubftances  very  re- 
mote from  it  are  converted  into  an  animal  nature. 

And  it  feems  to  me,  that  in  the  cure  of  all  chronic  complaints,  however 
cliftant  their  feat  may  be  from  the  ftomach,  thofe  will  have  the  greateft  fuccefs, 
who  attentively  confider  the  prefent  ftate  of  this  organ  ; who  remove  every  ob- 
ftrudlion  to  its  performing  the  office  of  digeftion  with  eafe,  conftancy,  and  ex- 
pedition. For  if  digeftion  is  well  performed,  the  chyle  is  proper;  the  blood 
produced  from  this  chyle  is  natural;  the  fecretions,  nutriment,  and  excretions, 
will  be  regular ; health,  ftrength,  and  adlivity,  enfue  ; and  difeafes  vanifti.  If 
digeftion  languifti,  the  contrary  happens,  in  fpite  of  the  beft  fpecifics,  unlefs 
one  part  of  their  virtues  be  to  reftore  the  injured  faculties  of  digeftion  to  their 
priftine  and  natural  ftate. 

And  from  the  moft  attentive  confideration  of  the  cure  of  many  chronic  com- 
plaints, and  the  moft  unprejudiced  difquifition  what  fhare  the  medicines  ap- 
plied have  had  in  effedting  fuch  cures ; by  much  the  greateft  part  of  tliefe  dif- 
tempers  feem  to  have  been  removed,  rather  in  confequence  of  the  medicines 
given  having  had  a certain  effedl  on  the  ftomach,  and  thereby  enabling  nature 
to  do  her  own  bufinefs,  than  by  any  fpecific  operations  on  the  particular  feat  of 
the  diftemper. 

If  the  immediate  caufe  of  intermittents  does  not  refide  always  in  the  ftomach 
and  firft  paffages,  it  often  does  undoubtedly.  An  emetic  fometimes  cures  it, 
bitters  of  all  kinds  often  ; aftringents  likewife  : and,  in  a word,  whatever  has  a 
power  of  affifting  digeftion,  has,  at  one  time  or  other,  been  recommended  in 
the  cure  of  agues.  The  Bark  enjoys  a degree  of  bitternefs  and  aftringency, 
that  few  other  drugs  are  poffeffed  of  in  the  fame  proportion.  Some  are  more 

bitter. 
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bitter,  but  with  lefs  aftringency';  others  are  more  aftringent,  but  lefs  bitter. 
There  are  many  cafes  that  yield  to  aftringents,  upon  which  bitters  have  no  ef- 
fect. There  are  others,  that  chamomile-flowers,  wormwood,  gentian,  and  the 
like,  will  often  cure,  in  which  aftringents  are  of  no  ufe.  But  all  thefe  give 
way  to  the  Bark,  if  the  obftacles  to  its  efficacy  are  once  removed. 

Strumous  difeafes  are  known  to  affebt  the  glandular  parts  of  the  body  parti- 
cularly : they  have  been  judged  to  proceed  from  obftrubtions  of  thefe  parts ; 
and  it  has  likewife  been  the  opinion  of  fome,  that,  in  all  glandular  obftruc- 
tions,  the  Bark  was  an  improper  and  injurious  remedy. 

It  is  well  known  how  great  prepofleffions  were  raifed  againft  the  Bark,  foon 
after  its  difcovery;  fo  that  thofe  who  were  its  greateft  advocates,  and,  from  ex- 
perience, had  the  weightieft  reafons  to  be  fo,  could  not  altogether  diveft  them- 
felves  of  many  apprehenfions  concerning  it. 

Sydenham  imagines  it  capable  of  producing  rheumatifms.  It  has  been 
found  fince  his  time,  to  be  an  effebtual  remedy  in  this  difeafe,  under  certain 
circumftances.  Thofe  who  are  fubjebt  to  intermittents,  are  frequently  liable  to 
rheumatifms.  Sydenham  did  not  obferve,  that  a tranfition  from  one  to  the 
other,  was  eafy  and  natural.  The  ftate  of  the  blood,  in  both  cafes,  is  nearly 
the  fame ; the  colour  of  the  urine,  regular  exacerbations  of  pain,  going  off  in 
profufe  fweats,  and  many  other  particulars,  are  fimilar  in  both.  Had  more  of 
the  Bark  been  given,  no  fuch  rheumatifm  had  enfued  : had  the  Bark  been 
given  before  the  rheumatifm  was  fully  formed,  the  Bark  would  have  prevented 
it : had  it  been  given  when  the  pains  remitted,  fo  as  to  form  a manifeft  apy- 
rexy,  the  rheumatifm  would  moft  probably  have  been  cured. 

The  vulgar,  at  that  time,  took  the  advantage  of  fuch  circumftances  to- 
ftrengthen  their  prejudices  againft  this  remedy.  Nothing  was  more  common 
at  that  time,  and  nothing  more  firmly  believed  by  many  now,  than  that  the 
Bark  produces  “ pains  in  the  bones,”  that  is,  rheumatic  pains;  which  however 
were  not  owing  to  its  ufe,  but  exifted,  only  becaufe  fufficient  quantities  of  it 
had  not  been  given. 

Sydenham  was  not  the  only  eminent  perfon  of  the  faculty,  who  entertained 
fuch  unjuft  prejudices  againft  this  remedy : the  great  Boerhaave,  who  did  much 
in  the  theory  of  phyfic,  in  refpebt  to  feparating  truth  from  falfehood,  certainty 
from  hypothefis  ; yet,  in  practice,  fubmitted  to  the  fafhion  of  his  country  in 
too  many  inftances.  An  unconquerable  dread  of  the  Bark  was  one  of  thefe  : he 
faw  many  chronic  complaints,  wherein  the  Bark  had  been  given,  and  attributed 
them,  too  readily,  and  from  opinion,  rather  than,  experience,  to  the  ufe  of  this 
drug  ; though  probably  thofe  complaints  arofe  from  its  not  having  been  given- 
in  fufficient  quantities.  This  induced  him  to  forbid  the  Bark  to  many  Britiffi 
ftudents  at  Leyden  aflebted  with  agues,  till  thofe  very  evils  had  befallen  them, 
which  he  apprehended  from  the  Bark ; and  fome  of  them,  to  my  knowledge, 
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fell  a facrifice  to  this  unhappy  prejudice,  which  feems  in  part  to-  have  proceeded 
from  the  following  circumftance  : 

The  Bark  commonly  fold  in  Holland,  is  not  fo  good  as  that  which  we  keep 
in  the  fliops  in  England  j for  whatever  is  unfaleable  here,  will  find  a market  in 
Holland ; part  of  which  no  doubt  is  confumed  there  j and  from  hence  might 
arife  many  inconveniencies  fufficient  to  difcourage  the  profeflbr.  If  a certain 
quantity  of  good  Bark  is  neceffary  to  take  off  an  intermittent,  and  a much 
fmaller  quantity  is  given,  and  the  kind  greatly  defective  in  point  of  efficacy,  it 
is  very  certain,  that  little  benefit  can  be  derived  from  it.  The  violence  of  the 
paroxyfms  may  perhaps  thereby  be  moderated,  and  the  afpedt  of  the  diftemper 
changed,  though  the  difeafe  itfelf  may  dill  remain,  and  be  followed  by  a train 
of  obftinate  complaints,  not  proceeding  from  the  ufe  of  the  Bark,  but  merely 
from  its  not  being  good,  and  not  being  given  in  fufficient  quantities. 

The  firfl  attempts  I made  in  the  cure  of  fome  fcrofulous  complaints,  by  the 
Bark,  afforded  me  fufficient  encouragement  to  proceed  : and  I have  now  the 
fatisfadtion  to  know  many  young  people,  of  both  fexes,  free  from  any  appear- 
ance of  this  difeafe,  who,  in  their  infancy,  had  been  infefted  with  very  painful 
ophthalmies,  fwelled  lips,  and  the  like  complaints,  in  fpite  of  many  efficacious 
remedies  which  had  been  applied. 

It  will  not  however  fucceed  in  all  cafes ; but  there  are  few  in  which  a trial 
can  be  attended  with  much  detriment.  I have  never  known  it  avail  much, 
where  the  bones  are  affedted,  nor  where  the  fcrofulous  tumour  is  fo  fituated, 
as  to  be  attended  with  much  pain,  as  in  the  joints,  or  under  the  membranous 
covers  of  the  mufcles ; for  when  it  attacks  thefe  parts,  the  periojleum  feldom 
efcapes  without  fome  injury,  in  which  cafe  the  bone  will  of  courfe  be  likewife 
injured. 

Here  the  Bark  is  of  no  effedt : indead  of  leffening,  it  rather  adds  to  the  fever 
that  accompanies  thefe  circumdances ; and,  if  it  does  not  increafe  the  force  of 
the  mifchlef,  it  feems  at  lead  to  haden  its  progrefs. 

I commonly  make  ufe  of  a decodtion  like  the  following,  as  a form  in  which 
a fufficient  quantity  may  be  given,  with  the  lead;  difguft : 

& Pulv.  Cort.  Per.  §i.  coque  in  aq.  pura  lb.  ii.  ad  lb.  i.  fub  finern  addenda 
rad.  glycyrrh.  incij.  jffs.  Colatura  adde  aq.  nuc.  M.  fii.  M.  capiat  coch, 
ii.  iii.  vel  iv.  cum  tinEt.  guaiac.  vol.  gut.  x.  xx.  ad  lx.  ujque,  bis  terve 

The  powder  foon  becomes  extremely  difagreeable  to  very  young  patients; 
and  the  extradt,  I think,  is  not  fo  much  to  be  depended  upon,  as  may  have 
been  imagined.  In  making  the  extradt,  it  is  expofed  to  fo  much  heat,  as  muff 
have  fome  effedt  upon  its  virtues,  and  perhaps  not  to  their  advantage  : and  in 
adminiftering  it,  if  great  care  is  not  taken  to  mix  it  intimately  with  a proper 
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vehicle,  or  fome  very  foluble  fubftance,  in  weak  bowels  it  often  purges,  and 
not  only  difappoints  the  prefcriber,  but  injures  the  patient.  A fmall  quantity 
of  the  Cortex  Winteranus  added,  gives  the  medicine  a grateful  warmth,  and 
renders  a quantity  of  compound  water  lefs  necelfary.  And  a little  liquorice,  a 
few  raifins,  gum  Arabic,  or  the  like,  added  to  the  decodlion  before  it  is  taken 
from  the  fire,  by  making  the  liquor  vifcid,  enables  it  to  fufpend  more  of  the 
fine  particles  of  the  Bark,  and  thereby  improves  the  efficacy  of  the  medicine*, 
and,  at  the  fame  time,  renders  it  lefs  difagreeable. 


A LETTER 


E 2«  J 


A 

LETTER  to  the  MEDICAL  SOCIETY, 

CONCERNING 

An  ASTRINGENT  GUM 

BROUGHT  FROM  AFRICA *. 


IN  hopes  that  fome  of  your  correfpondents  may  have  it  in  their  power  to 
procure  us  a drug,  which,  from  a few  trials  already  made  of  it,  promifes 
great  advantage  to  the  public  5 I take  the  liberty  to  fend  the  following  defcrip- 
tion  and  account  of  it. 

It  is  a hard  brittle  gum,  of  a deep  red  or  almoft  black  colour,  and  opaque ; 
except  the  veiy  minute  fragments  of  it,  which  appear  like  bits  of  garnet,  red 
and  tranfparent. 

It  has  no  fmell ; but,  applied  to  the  tongue,  it  foon  difcovers  a ftrong,  but 
grateful  aftringency ; and  great  part  of  it  diffolves  readily  in  the  mouth,  with 
fomewhat  of  a mucilaginous  fweetnefs,  joined  with  its  flypticity.  When  it  is 
coarfely  powdered,  and  thrown  into  water,  about  five  or  fix  parts  in  feven,  as 
near  as  I can  guefs,  foon  diiTolve,  and  communicate  a deep  red  colour,  and  a 
ftrong  aftringent  tafte  to  the  water  : moil:  of  what  remains  undiftolved  appears 
to  be  refinous.  This  gum  differs  from  the  red  lumps  of  the  common  gum  Se- 
negal, in  being  much  more  brittle  ; and  from  the  fanguis  draconis  of  the  fhops, 
in  diffolving  in  water;  and  from  both,  in  having  fo  remarkable  a flypticity 
when  tailed. 

Its  external  appearance,  indeed,  is  fo  much  like  that  of  the  genuine  or  un~ 
manufadtured  dragon' s blood,  that  a good  judge  may  eafily  be  deceived  thereby; 
but  its  aftringent  tafte  and  folubility  in  water  manifeft  an  effential  difference. 

I have  had  fpecimens  fent  me  of  an  opaque  reddifli  gum,  but  feemingly 
the  produce  of  a very  different  tree,  as  it  does  not  diffolve  fo  readily  in  water 
as  the  former,  and  its  tafte  is  bitter  and  auftere. 

* From  the  Medical  Obfervations  and  Inquiries,  vol.  i.  page  358. 
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The  fir  ft  time  I had  any  intimation  of  the  gum  I have  been  defcribing,  was- 
in  a confutation  with  the  late  Dr.  Oldfield,  on  account  of  an  obftinate  chroni- 
cal diarrhoea , in  which  feveral  efficacious  medicines  had  been  ufed  in  vain.  On 
this  occafion  the  Do&or  one  day  mentioned  the  good  effe&s  he  had  met  with-, 
in  fome  fuch  cafes  from  a gum  which  he  called  the  true  gum  Senegal , and  de- 
fcribed it  to  be  of  a deep  red  colour,  a fweetifh  aftringent  tafte,  and  brittle. 

As  I was  at  that  time  intent  upon  colleding  and  examining  whatever  had  re- 
lation to  the  Materia  Medica,  I enquired  for  fuch  a gum  amongft  the  moft 
confiderable  dealers  and  importers,  but  met  with  nothing  that  anfwered  the 
Dodor’s  defeription. 

A few  years  after  this,  in  my  return  from  Scarborough,  I called  upon  an 
eminent  druggift  at  York,  who,  amongft  other  curious  parcels  of  drugs,  (hewed 
me  the  gum  above  defcribed,  for  fome  of  the  fined  dragon’s  blood,  or  fanguis : 
draconis  off.  he  had  ever  feen. 

Upon  tafting  it,  I foon  difcovered  it  was  very  different  from  any  kind  of 
dragon’s  blood  yet  known,  and  indeed  that  it  ought  not  to  be  ranged  under 
that  name,  as  it  was,  for  the  moft  part,  aqueous,  manifeftly  aftringent,  and 
mucilaginous;  from  which  circumftances,  and  its  external  appearance,  I judged 
it  was  the  gum  that  Dr.  Oldfield  had  defcribed  to  me  under  the  title  of  the 
true  gum  Senegal ; though  I think  there  is  good  reafon  to  objedt  to  this  appella- 
tion, as  the  little  we  have  yet  received  comes  principally  from  the  river  Gam- 
bia, and  the  common  gum  Senegal  has  been  in  poffeffion  of  that  name,  fo  far 
as  appears  to  me,  from  its  firft  difcovery*. 

The  gentleman  who  (hewed  me  this  drug,  informed  me,  he  had  purchafed  it 
on  board  a Guinea  (hip  at  Hull:  the  whole  parcel  amounted  but  to  a few 
pounds;  all  which  he  bought,  and  fold  to  the  moft  curious  of  his.cuftomers,  as 
a rare  fort  of  the  true  dragon’s  blood. 

This  information,  induced  me  to  look  into  the  books  of  fome  of  the  later 
African  travellers,  in  one  of  which,  viz.  Moors  Travels  into  the  Inland  Parts  of 
Africa , we  have  the  following  accounts  of  it.  In  a letter  of  inftrudlions  from 
the  Governor  of  James’s  Fort,  in  the  mouth  of  the  river  Gambia,  to  our  au-. 
thor  at  Brucoe,  a faftory  up  this  river,  dated  May  27,  1733,  is  the  following 
paragraph,  p.  113,  edit.  2d. 

“ There  is  a red  liquor  that  bleeds  plentifully  from  the  bark  of  a tree 
“ called  f pau  de  fangue,  upon  the  incifion,  and  in  little  time  hardens  to  the 
<c  confidence  of  gum,  which  is  of  great  value  : and  therefore  you  are  defired- 
*<  to  ufe  your  utmoft  to  procure  large  quantities  of  it.” 

* If  a name  was  to  be  given  to  the  drug  in  queftion,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  call  it,  Gumtni 

Rulrum  aftringent  Gambienfe. 

t The  word  pau  feems  to  be  a corruption  of  the  Portuguefe  pulo , fignifying  wood. 
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In  reply  to  this,  our  author  writes,  the  next  month,  to  the  Governor  as 
follows  : 

<c  I have  fent  a piece  of  gum,  which  I believe  was  taken  from  the  pau  de 
“ fatigue-,  I defire  you  will  pleafe  to  examine  it,  and  let  me  know  if  it  is  the 
tc  right  fortj  becaufe,  if  it  is,  I will  do  my  utmoft  to  procure  large  quantities 
cc  of  it.”  And  gives  this  further  account  of  it  at  p.  148  : Cf  I had  always  the 
cc  utmoft  regard  to  all  their  (the  Directors)  orders,  and  therefore  applied  my- 
cc  felf  to  enquire  after  any  new  kind  of  goods  that  could  be  had,  particularly 
tc  gum.  The  fame  having  been  repeated  to  me  by  Mr.  Hull  (Governor  of 
« James  Fort)  I fent  him  a fample  from  Brucoe,  as  I mentioned  before,  which 
“ proved  gum  dragon.  I ftrove  to  get  more  of  that  kind,  but,  it  being  a new 
thing,  the  natives  could  not  be  prevailed  upon  to  follow  it,  fo  as  to  bring  in 
“ any  quantities } for  they  would  bring  me  in  all  kinds  of  gum,  ten  or  twelve- 
“ pounds  at  a time,  which  I picked,  and  did  not  find,  perhaps,  above  two 
“ pounds  of  gum  dragon  in  that  quantity : the  reft  was  like  gum  Senegal,  but 
“ not  fo  good. 

<c  Gum  dragon  comes  out  of  a tree  ” (adds  our  author)  tc  called  pau  de~ 
ce  fatigue , which  has  a very  rough  bark } upon  wounding  of  it,  it  fweats  out  in 
£<  drops  like  blood}  which  joining  together,  and  being  dried  by  the  fun,  con- 
geal  into  lumps.  I have  had  fome  as  large  as  pullets  eggs.” 

Perhaps  it  may  be  mentioned  by  other  writers } but  this  account  I think  fuf- 
ficient  to  direCt  any  perfon,  into  whofe  hands  your  collection  may  come,  and 
who  may  have  occafion  to  traffic  in  that  part  of  the  world,  to  make  proper  en- 
quiries after  it. 

You  will  obferve,  from  the  inftruCtions  given  to  our  author,  that  at  leaft 
fome  expectations  had  been  formed  of  its  ufefulnefs}  and  indeed,  from  the 
trials  that  have  been  made,  from  its  fenfible  qualities,  and  Dr.  Oldfield’s  expe- 
rience, I cannot  but  think  it  an  article  worth  enquiring  after,  as  it  may  in  time 
become  a valuable  addition  to  the  Materia  Medica , as  well  as  of  fome  little  be- 
nefit in  commerce,  and  perhaps  in  colouring  likewife. 

The  diftempers  in  which  this  drug  feems  to  promife  fome  advantage,  are,  in 
particular,  habitual  diarrhceas , fluor  albus , immoderate  menjftrual  difcharges; 
and,qn  general,  all  fuch  difeafes  as  proceed. from  laxity  and  acrimony. 
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EXPERIMENTS 

ON  MIXING 

OILS,  RESINOUS  AND  PINGUIOUS  SUBSTANCES 

WITH  WATER, 

By  Means  of  a VEGETABLE  MUCILAGE: 

In  a Letter  from  Mr.  'James  Bogle  French , Apothecary  in  London , to  Dr.  John  Fothergill. 
With  REMARKS  bv  the  fame  *. 


Wood-Street,  January  18,  1757* 

SIR, 

I MADE  the  experiments  you  defired,  and  I own  with  a fuccefs  that  ex- 
ceeded my  expectations.  I may  venture  to  allure  you,  they  have  been  per- 
formed with  fo  much  accuracy,  that,  I believe,  you  may  fafely  rely  on  any  in- 
ferences to  be  made  from  them. 

I am,  with  great  efteem,, 

Sir, 

Your  moll  obliged  humble  fervant, 

James  Bogle  French. 


Experiments  on  mixing  Oil  and  Water  hy  me  an  s of  a Mucilage .. 

THE  mucilage  I firft  made  trial  of  was  the  following : 

I dilfolved  four  ounces  of  clean  gum  Arabic  in  eight  ounces  of 
New-River  water,  which  formed  a mucilage  of  the  confidence  of  a thick 
fyrup. 

Experiment  I. 

To  two  drachms  of  this  mucilage,  I put  half  an  ounce  of  olive-oil,  and  one 
ounce  of  water.  By  agitation,  the  mixture  affumed  the  appearance  of  an  emul- 
fion,  and  continued  fo,  after  Handing  about  three  or  four  minutes,  when  the 
oil  and  water  began  to  feparate. 

* From  the  Medical  Obfervations  and  Inquiries,  vol.  i.  p.  412. 
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Experiment  II. 

I put  the  fame  quantity  of  oil  and  water  to  half  an  ounce  of  the  mucilage. 
This  mixture  likewife,  by  agitation,  foon  became  like  an  emulfion,  and  re- 
mained fo  as  long  as  the  former. 

Experiment  III. 

I tried  the  fame  experiments  with  a like  quantity  of  oil  of  almonds.  A per- 
fect uniform  emulfion  was  produced  j but,  on  Handing  three  or  four  minutes, 
a feparation  enfued. 

Experiment  IV. 

Two  drachms  of  oil  of  almonds,  half  an  ounce  of  the  mucilage,  and  two 
ounces  of  water,  were  put  together ; thefe,  by  fhaking,  foon  had  the  appear- 
ance of  an  uniform  emulfion ; though,  on  Handing,  they  feparated  as  in  the 
former  experiments. 

Experiment  V. 

I put  half  a drachm  of  the  powder  of  gum  Arabic  to  the  fame  ingredi- 
ents as  in  Experiment  I.  and  found,  that,  by  means  of  a fomewhat  longer  agi- 
tation, the  like  union  was  obtained  j and  this  was  alfo  more  laffing.  Of  the 
feveral  oils  made  ufe  of  in  the  experiment,  I think  the  oil  of  almonds  unites 
the  moH  fpeedily,  and  remains  united  in  the  form  of  an  emulfion,  much  longer 
than  any  of  the  others. 

Experiment  VI. 

To  one  drachm  of  fymple  fyrup,  and  one  drachm  of  the  mucilage,  I put  half 
an  ounce  of  olive-oil,  two  drachms  of  proof  fpirit,  and  one  ounce  of  water. 
Thefe,  by  a fliort  agitation,  produced  a very  uniform  emulfion,  and  retained 
this  appearance  feveral  minutes. 

Experiment  VII. 

The  fame  ingredients  without  the  fyrup,  in  the  fame  proportions,  fhook  to- 
gether an  equal  time,  did  not  afford  fo  equable  a mixture,  and  a feparation 
fooner  enfued. 

Experiment  VIII. 

To  one  drachm  of  oil  of  almonds,  I put  two  drachms  of  honey,  and  one 
ounce  of  water.  Thefe,  by  agitation,  were  feemingly  united  -s  but  foon  parted 
upon  Handing. 

Experiment  IX. 

InHead  of  the  mucilage,  I made  trial  of  fome  of  the  more  vifcid  fyrups, 
but  none  of  them  fucceeded  fo  well  as  the  mucilage  : the  fyrup  of  marfli- 
mallows  anfwered  the  beH ; though  this  but  indifferently,  and  not  without 
labour. 
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Experiment  X. 

One  fcruple  of  the  powder  of  gum  Arabic,  with  one  drachm  or  half  am. 
Peru,  capivi,  and  baljam.  guaiac.  two  drachms  of  proof  fpirit,  and  one  ounce  of 
water,  unite  eafily  by  agitation.  The  balfam  guaiac . by  this  means  affords  a 
mixture  of  a fine  blue  colour,  laftingly  uniform;  with  the  baljam.  Peru,  it  did 
not  long  continue  mixed,  tho’  on  fhaking,  it  re-afiumed  a good  appearance. 

Experiment  XI. 

To  one  drachm  of  baljam.  capiviy  was  put  one  drachm  of  the  mucilage  of 
gum  Arabic,  and  one  ounce  of  water.  Thefe,  by  agitation,  prefently  formed 
a neat  fmooth  draught,  tho’  the  parts  feparated  a little  upon  Handing. 


Experiments  on  mixing  Oils , &c.  by  Attrition. 

Experiment  XII. 

To  one  drachm  of  the  mucilage  of  gum  Arabic,  I put  two  drachms  of 
olive-oil,  and  one  ounce  of  water.  Thefe,  by  moderate  attrition  in  a mortar, 
formed  a neat  emulfion,  and  continued  perfedtly  mixed  many  days. 

Experiment  XIII. 

Oil  of  almonds  and  linfeed,  in  the  fame  proportions,  treated  as  in  the  former 
experiment,  made  as  perfect  an  emulfion,  and  kept  united  in  the  fame  manner. 

Experiment  XIV. 

I varied  the  proportions  of  mucilage  and  oil,  but  found  the  mucilage  would 
not  keep  more  than  double  its  quantity  of  oil,  united  with  water,  any  confide- 
rable  time. 

Experiment  XV. 

A drachm  of  mucilage,  and  a drachm  of  baljam.  capiviy  being  firft  well  rub- 
bed together,  and  an  ounce  of  water  added,  formed  an  homogeneous  milky  li- 
quor, which  remained  intimately  mixed  many  days. 

Experiment  XVI. 

The  fame  quantity  of  yolk  of  egg,  mixed  the  balfam  and  water  as  fpeedily, 
and  the  mixture  remained  united  as  long  as  the  former;  but  the  tafte  of  this 
was  more  unpleafant. 

Experiment  XVII. 

A fcruple  of  the  mucilage  mixed  half  a drachm  of  baj.  Peru,  with  an  ounce 
of  water,  as  perfectly  and  expeditioufiy  as  a like  quantity  of  the  vitel.  ovi , and 
covered  the  tafte  of  the  balfam  much  better,  though  it  parted  fooner  from  the 
mucilage  than  the  vitel.  ovi , when  thus  mixed  in  equal  quantities. 
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• 

Experiment  XVIII. 

Balfam  of  Gilead,  the  thinner  Stralburgh  turpentine,  the  fine  liquid  refin  of 
late  years  brought  from  Newfoundland  and  Nova  Scotia,  commonly  called 
bafamum  Annapolitanum , treated  in  the  fame  manner,  united  with  water  as  rea- 
dily, by  the  means  of  the  mucilage,  as  when  the  vitel.  ovi  is  ufed,  and  the 
tafte  at  the  fame  time  was  better. 

Experiment  XIX. 

To  half  a drachm  of  mucilage  of  gum  Arabic,  I put  one  drachm  of  balfam. 
gnaiac.  one  drachm  of  proof  fpirit,  and  one  ounce  and  a half  of  water,  which, 
by  attrition,  made  a very  fmooth  draught,  and  did  not  feparate  : that  by  agita- 
tion (Exp.  X.)  was  of  a deeper  blue  colour;  perhaps  this  was  owing  to  the 
parts  not  being  fo  perfectly  divided  ; but  both  fucceeded  well. 

Experiment  XX, 

I took  one  fcruple  of  gum  guaiac.  in  powder,  one  fcruple  of  mucilage,  and 
one  ounce  and  a half  of  water,  which  I rubbed  carefully  in  a marble  mortar ; 
I did  the  fame  with  the  vitel,  ovi ; and,  on  Handing  fome  days,  it  appeared  that 
the  gum  was  beft  fufpended  by  the  mucilage. 

Experiment  XXI. 

Gum  benzoin  diffolved  almoft  entirely  by  this  management,  and  continued 
perfedtly  mixed  with  the  water  a confiderable  time. 

Experiment  XXII. 

One  fcruple  of  balfam.  Tolu , one  fcruple  of  the  mucilage,  with  the  fame  pro- 
portion of  the  other  ingredients  as  in  the  former  experiment,  fucceeded  rather 
better,  and  made  a neat  draught  full  of  the  favour  of  the  balfam. 

Experiment  XXIII. 

Myrrh  half  a drachm,  mucilage  of  gum  Arabic  one  drachm,  frit  rubbed  to- 
gether, and  then-  mixed  with  one  ounce  and  half  of  water,  formed  a fmooth  uni- 
form mixture,  which  continued  equally  united  feveral  days,  when  a fmall  part, 
fubfided,  but,  upon  fhaking  the  mixture,  foon  refumed  its  former  appearance. 

Experiment  XXIV. 

The  fame  quantity  of  myrrh  readily  diffolved,  by  attrition,  in  the  fame 
quantity  of  water,  without  the  mucilage,  but  the  different  parts  foon  fepa- 

rated. 

Experiment  XXV. 

Half  a drachm  of  the  common  ftyrax,  treated  as  the  myrrh,  (Exp.  XXIV.) 
M far  diffolved,  as  to  communicate  a ftrong  but  fine  flavour  to  the  water. 
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Experiment  XXVI . 

I took  five  grains  of  camphire,  with  a fcruple  of  mucilage  of  gum  Arabic , 
and  an  ounce  and  half  of  water,  and  it  formed  a very  agreeable  draught,  which, 
on  (landing  fome  nights,  feparated  but  very  little. 

- Experiment  XXVII. 

I melted  bees-wax  in  fpirits  of  wine  upon  the  fire,  and  filtered  off  the  fpirit : 
half  a drachm  of  the  wax  fo  treated,  rubbed  with  a drachm  of  mucilage,  mixed 
with  an  ounce  and  a half  of  water,  fo  as  to  appear  like  an  uniform  emulfion; 
but  this  requires  fome  labour  : the  wax  foon  fwims  at  top,  but  eafily  mixes 
again  by  agitation. 

Experiment  XXVIII. 

A fcruple  of  Jperma  ceti}  rubbed  with  an  equal  quantity  of  mucilage,  makes 
an  elegant  draught:  but  more  labour  is  here  required  than  in  the  common  fo- 
lution  with  yolk  of  egg ; the  mixture  continues,  however,  much  longer  homo- 
geneous, the  Jperma  ceti  appearing  only  like  a cloud  on  the  top  of  the  phial 
fome  days  after ; but,  on  agitation,  becomes  perfedtly  fmooth,  and  its  tafte  as 
little  rancid  as  when  the  mixture  was  freflh  made. 

Experiment  XXIX. 

Four  grains  of  mulk,  one  fcruple  of  the  mucilage  of  gum  Arabic , one  ounce 
and  half  of  water,  of  fpirituous  water  and  fimple  fyrup,  of  each  a drachm,  with 
very  little  labour,  form  an  agreeable  draught;  which  appeared  uniform,  and 
continued  fo  for  fome  time,  when  the  mulk  fubfided  a little,  but,  by  a flight 
agitation,  foon  refumed  its  firft  uniform  appearance. 

Experiment  XXX. 

I took  one  fcruple  of  baljam.  fulph.  with  a fcruple  of  mucilage,  and  one 
ounce  and  half  of  water;  and  this  alfo  mixed  agreeably,  and  feparated  but  little 
on  (landing  fome  time  : the  tafte  was  likewife  lefs  offenflve  than  might  have 
been  expedted. 

Experiment  XXXI. 

With  ten  drops  of  oil  of  cloves,  one  ounce  of  water,  and  a fcruple  of  muci- 
lage of  gum  Arabic , a perfedt  union  may  eafily  be  produced,  and  the  mixture 
continues  uniform  many  days. 

Experiment  XXXII. 

I tried  the  fame  experiment  with  five  drops  of  oil  of  cloves,  annifeeds,  and 
nutmegs,  by  means  of  the  mucilage  of  gum  Arabic , and  an  ounce  and  half  of 
water,  which  readily  united. 
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Experiment  XXXIII. 

A mucilage  was  prepared  of  clean  gum  tragacanth , difiolved  in  the  fame  wa- 
ter, and  of  a fimilar  confidence  with  that  made  from  gum  Arabic:  with  this 
mucilage  I repeated  the  preceding  experiments  by  agitation,  but  could  not 
unite  oil  and  water  by  this  medium  fo  fpeedily  or  ladingly  as  by  the  mucilage 
of  gum  Arabic , though  I made  ufe  of  double  the  quantity  of  mucilage  to  that 
of  oil  in  fome  of  the  experiments. 

Experiment  XXXIV. 

The  mucilage  of  gum  tragacanth  was  alfo  tried  with  the  balfams,  by  attrition, 
but  a larger  quantity  was  required,  and  the  union  was  neither  fo  perfect  nor  fo 
lading ; though  by  fimple  agitation,  double  the  quantity  of  mucilage  mixed 
the  balfam  and  water  fo  well  as  to  have  the  appearance  of  an  uniform  emul- 
fion  ; but  the  parts  foon  feparated. 

Experiment  XXXV. 

Many  of  thefe  experiments,  by  attrition,  I repeated  with  mucilage  of 
quince-feeds,  made  of  the  like  confidence  with  the  others  I had.ufed;  and 
found  the  mixture  fucceeded  very  well,  and  in  mod  of  them  better  than  with 
the  mucilage  of  gum  tragac. 

Experiment  XXXVI. 

I likewife  made  trial  of  darch,  reduced  to  a jelly  by  boiling  it  with  water, 
and  found  that  this  alfo  united  many  of  the  liquid  refins  ; though  on  danding 
they  feparated  : feveral  fyrups  were  likewife  made  ufe  of  for  the  like  experi- 
ments, but  fcarcely  any  of  thefe  fucceeded : fyrup  of  mardi-mallows  anfwers 
the  bed ; but  even  this  is  inferior  to  a much  fmaller  quantity  of  the  mucilage 
of  gum  Arabic  of  the  fame  confidence. 

Experiment  XXXVII. 

I tried  to  cover  the  acid  of  vitriol  by  thefe  mucilages,  and  found  that  of  gum 
Arabic  anfwered  bed;  the  quince-feeds  better  than  the  tragacanth ; and  that 
better  than  the  fyrup  althe<e : thefe  I did  by  agitation. 
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REMARKS 

ON  THE  PRECEDING  EXPERIMENTS, 

By  J.  FOTHERGILL,  M.  D. 

IT  may  not  be  improper  to  acquaint  the  Society  with  what  view  the  pre- 
ceding experiments  have  been  made,  and  what  purpofes  they  are  intended 
to  ferve  : I fhall  do  this  with  as  much  concifenefs  as  I can,  and  fhall  point 
out  fome  of  the  advantages  which  I think  may  refult  from  them. 

In  1748,  I received  a MS.  from  a correfpondent  at  Dublin,  intituled, 
A new  method  for  the  improvement  of  the  manufactures  of  drugs , in  a treatife  on 
the  elixir  proprietatis,  which  was  printed  here  the  fame  year  under  this  title  : at 
that  time  I afcribed  it  to  Dr.  Rutty,  from  whom  I received  it,  though  it  was 
fent  to  me  as  the  work  of  an  anonymous  acquaintance : but  I have  fince  been 
informed,  the  public  is  indebted  for  it  to  H.  Barton,  an  ingenious  apothecary 
in  Dublin. 

Though  thefe  circumftances  may  feem  foreign  to  the  fubjedl,  yet  as  I think 
the  treatife  above  mentioned  contains  much  ufeful  inftruftion,  and  as  I am 
obliged  to  it  for  the  hint  which  gave  rife  to  the  preceding  experiments,  and  for 
the  advantages  received  from  them,  I think  it  is  but  juftice  to  give  the  public 
this  information. 

Gur  author  tells  us  (in  page  20)  that  he  diffolved  gum  Arabic  in  water  to 
the  confidence  of  a thick  mucilage,  with  this  made  an  union  of  turpentine  with' 
water,  in  the  form  of  a neat,  fmooth  emulfion  : he  likewife  acquaints  us,  that 
the  fame  mucilage,  with  fome  oil  of  almonds  and  common  water,  were  mixed’ 
together  in  the  form  of  an  emulfion. 

At  this  time  1 was  engaged  in  fome  enquiries  into  the  origin  of  amber.; 
and,  as  I had  many  reafons  to  believe  that  it  was  a vegetable  refin,  reduced  by 
time  and  a vitriolic  acid  into  the  condition  we  now  fee  it,  I imagined  it  nor 
iinpradticable  to  produce  a fubftance  refembling  amber  in  many  of  its  pro- 
perties. 

To  mix  a ftrong  vitriolic  acid  intimately  with  any  of  the  vegetable  refins, 
was  a difficulty  I could  not  furmount,  till  I met  with  the  treatife  above  men- 
tioned ; for  the  oil  of  vitriol  burns  that  part  of  the  refin  which  it  touches,  the- 
moment  they  come  in  contadt;  and  if  the  oil  is  lowered  with  water,  it  will  not 
mix  by  any  other  means  I am  acquainted  with,  fo  intimately,  and  without". 

burning- 
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burning  the  refin,  as  by  the  afiiftance  of  a mucilage ; and  I had  the  pleafure  of 
oblerving,  from  the  firft  eiTay  I made,  that  the  mixture  inftantly  gave  the  fra- 
grance of  amber  fufhciently  ftrong  and  diftinft. 

Other  affairs  took  me  off  from  profecuting  this  enquiry  any  farther  at  that 
time  ; but  I have  flill  made  ufe  of  the  fame  contrivance  to  exhibit  feveral  me- 
dicines in  a liquid  rorm,  which,  with  refpefl  to  extemporaneous  prefcription, 
are  fome  of  the  molt  untradable  in  the' Materia  Medica. 

Expreffed  and  effential  oils,  balfams,  refins,  gummi-refins,  refinous  tinflures, 
pinguious  animal  fubifances,  by  the  means  of  a vegetable  mucilage,  are  ren- 
dered to  a certain  degree  mifcible  with  water,  and  capable  of  being  adminif- 
tered,  in  this  form,  as  fpeedily  and  effedtuaiiy,  as  by  means  of  the  vitellum ■ ovi , 
the  common  medium  now  in  ufe. 

The  mucilage  has  befides  this  further  advantage;  it  is  feldom  foreign  to  the 
prelcriber’s  intention ; when  he  gives  thefe  fubifances,  it  is  not  known  to  dis- 
agree with  the  ftomach  in  any  cafe ; which  cannot  be  faid  of  the  vitel.  ovi-,  it  is 
not  liable  to  become  rancid  and  excelfively  prejudicial ; and,  what  will  be  of 
weight  with  fome  compounders,  it  is  much  lefs  expenfive. 

When  I was  fatisfied,  from  my  own  experiments,  that  this  method  was  in 
mod  cafes  preferable  to  any  other  commonly  praft  ifed ; and  thought  it  might 
be  of  ufe  to  others  ; I prevailed  upon  J.  Bogle  French,  an  ingenious  apothe- 
cary, with  whom  I was  cafually  converfing  upon  the  fubjedt,  to  be  at  the  pains 
of  making  fome  experiments,  on  purpofe  to  determine,  whether  the  propor- 
tions I had  commonly  ufed,  were  the  mod  proper;  whether  any  other  mucilage 
would  fucceed  better  than  that  which  I had  commonly  ufed,  viz.  the  mucilage 
made  from  gum  Arabic ; and  whether  fimple  agitation  would  not,  in  many 
inftances,  render  the  mixture  fufhciently  uniform  to  be  exhibited  without 
difgufL 

With  this  view  divers  experiments  were  tried,  by  putting  the  feveral  ingre- 
dients mentioned  into  a phial,  and  fhaking  them  together.  This  is  all  mat  is 
meant,  when  the  union  is  faid  to  be  performed  by  agitation.  And  it  appears 
from  feveral  of  the  experiments,  that  this  procefs  is  ail  that:  is  neceffary  to  mix 
feveral  liquids  together,  which  have  hitherto  required  much  more  labour  by 
any  other  method,  viz.  expreffed  and  diftilled  oils,  the  more  liquid  refins,  and 
refinous  tin  flu  res.— There  are  however  feveral  fubfcances,  viz.  the  thick  bal- 
fams, refms,  and  many  others,  that  cannot  be  treated  in  this  manner.  Thefe 
were  firft  rubbed  with  mucilage  in  a glafs  or  marble  mortar,  the  other  liquids 
then  added,  and,  by  rubbing  them  together,  were  well  mixed.  This  is  ail  that 
is  intended  when  mention  is  made  of  mixture  by  attrition. 

It  will  appear  from  the  preceding  experiments,  that  the  mucilage  of  g.  Arabic 
is,  of  all  others  yet  tried,  the  moft  proper,  and  fucceeds  the  rnoft  eafily  and 
laftingly  of  any.  That  by  means  of  this  mucilage,  and  in  fome  cafes  even  by 
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the  powder  of  g.  Arabic  alone,  not  only  oils  and  refms,  but  even  pinguious 
fuhftances  may  be  reduced  to  the  form  of  an  emulfion  with  water.  That 
though  even  a vifcid  fyrup  alone  effects  this  union  with  difficulty,  yet  an  addi- 
tion of  fyrup  to  the  mucilage,  renders  the  union  more  perfedt.  (Exp.  VI.  VII.) 
That  the  addition  of  a diftilled  fpirituous  liquor  does  not  prevent  this  union. 

And  that  a proportion,  like  the  following,  will  feldom  difappoint  the  pre- 
fcriber’s  expectation  of  forming  a neat  compofition. 


B?  Aq.  fmp.  fifs. 
fimp.  ji. 


Spirit.  3ii.  Balfam.  3i.  Muciiag.  g.  Arab.  3 fs.  Syr , 
Or, 


Aq.fimp.  ^i.  01.  amygd.  jrfs.  Syr.  id  aq.fpir.  aa.  3i.  Pulv.  g.  Arab,  di, 
Vel  mucil.  g.  Arab.  3 fs.  M.  agitando. 

That,  in  fome  cafes,  the  mucilage  not  only  adVs  this  part  the  belt  of  any, 
but  conceals  difagreeable  taftes,  and  covers  extreme  pungency. 

That  it  preferves  the  fubftance  it  is  thus  united  with,  and  cannot  be  in  ha- 
zard of  contracting  the  putrid  rancidity  that  the  yolk  of  eggs,  the  medium- 
hitherto  moft  generally  ufed,  is  liable  to. 

That  camphire  and  mulk  may  thus  be  exhibited  in  a liquid  form,  with  cer- 
tainty in  regard  to  the  dofe;  v/hereas  nothing  is  more  uncertain  than  the  pre- 
fent  method  of  adminiftering  them  in  a liquid  form ; which,  where  the  dofe 
can  be  afcertained,.is  often  the  belt. 

For  camphire  given  in  fubftance,  either  in  pills  or  bolus,  unlefs  it  is  very 
carefully  mixed,  will  often  occafion  great  anxieties,  from  the  pungency  of  a 
large  particle  of  camphire  vellicating  the  ftomach.  And  the  prefent  julepum 
e camphora  is  feldom  prepared  alike  in  any  two  fhops. 

The  fame  uncertainty  attends  the  mufk  when  given  in  a liquid  form ; for  if 
the  compounder  values  himfelf  on  the  appearance  of  neatnefs,  perhaps  great 
part  of  the  mufk  is  thrown  away.  The  mucilage,  however,  unites  it  with  water 
fo  readily  and  intimately  as  to  make  the  whole  fmooth  and  uniform. 

Bees-wax,  from  the  difficulty  of  giving  it  in  a liquid  form,  has  hitherto  been 
very  little  ufed  internally ; though  in  painful  diarrhoeas  and  dyfenteries,  it  feems 
to  promife  confiderable  benefit..  From  Exp.  XXVII.  it  appears,  however,  that 
this  fubftance  likewife  may  be  rendered  mifcible  with  water,  by  firft  making 
the  Butyrum  Cerae  Bateanum , and  then  dividing  it  farther  by  the  powder  or 
mucilage  of  gum.  Arabic.  Half  an  ounce  of  the  wax  fo  diffolved,  with  a pint 
of  barley-water,  a proper  quantity  of  fpirituous  water,  and  a little  fyrup,  forms 
an  emulfion  that  in  the  cafes  fpecified  may  be  given  to  advantage. 

Sperrna  ceti  beat  fine  in  a marble  mortar,  with  an  equal  quantity  of  the  Ara- 
bic mucilage,  forms  a fmooth  pafte,  which  may  be  kept  for  ufe  in  this  condi- 
tion many  days.  It  grows  fomewffiat  dry  and  hard  by  keeping,  but  contracts 
2.  no 
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no  apparent  acrimony  or  rancidity.  This  pafte  eafily  mixes  with  water  by  at- 
trition, and  fpeedily  forms  an  homogeneous  milky  liquor.  This  method  of 
manufacturing  the  fperrna  ceti  for  extemporaneous  prefeription,  feems  the  more 
worthy  of  notice,  as  the  preferiber  is  fupplied  with  a medicine  lefs  difguftfi.il, 
and  with  more  expedition,  by  this  than  by  the  ufual  means,  and  at  the  fame 
time  with  more  eafe  to  the  compounder. 

The  moil  common  method  of  uniting  oils  and  waters  at  prefent,  is,  by 
means  of  fome  volatile  alcaline  fait  or  fpirit ; but  there  are  many  difeafes  in 
which  thefe  are  improper  : oil  is  often  preferibed  in  nephritic  cafes;  to  give  it 
alone  adds  to  the  naujea  which  the  diforder  itfelf  produces ; here  volatile  fpirits 
are  foreign  to  the  intention.  The  mucilage  coincides  with  the  general  defign, 
and  produces  an  emulfion  both  grateful  and  falutary. 

Another  circumftance  that  renders  this  method  of  exhibiting  oils  preferable 
in  many  cafes  to  that  with  volatile  alkalies,  is,  that  acids  may  be  eafily  and 
agreeably  given  at  the  fame  time. 

When  I firft  began  to  ufe  the  mucilage  for  the  purpofe  of  mixing  oil  and 
water,  in  order  to  fucceed  the  more  effectually,  I fometimes  directed  a fmaller 
quantity  of  mucilage,  and  likewife  of  the  volatile,  than  would,  of  themfelves 
alone,  be  fufficient  to  unite  the  oil  and  water  together.  But  this,  inftead  of 
promoting,  prevented  it  entirely:  the  mucilage  curdled;  its  latent  acid  de- 
ftroyed  the  alcali ; and  no  lading  union  could  be  obtained,  even  by  long  attri- 
tion. Hard  calcareous  waters  likewife  render  the  mixture  difficult,  fometimes 
impracticable. 

But  acids  have  no  fuch  effeCt ; the  union  fucceeds  as  well  when  dulcified 
fpirits  of  nitre,  elixir  of  vitriol,  oil  of  vitriol,  or  any  other  acid  I have  yet  tried, 
are  added,  as  without  them.  Nay,  their  acidity  is  fo  far  concealed,  that  a 
quantity  may  be  given  under  this  difguife,  in  a fmaller  compafs  than  by  any 
©ther  way  I am  acquainted  with. 
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CURE  of  the  CHIN-COUGH*. 


HE  tuffis  convulfiva , or  Chin-cough,  is  for  the  moft  part  fo  troublefome  a 


difeafe,  and  fometimes  fo  fatal,  that  every  hint  conducive  to  abate  its 
violence,  and  prevent  the  dangers  arifing  from  it,  will,  I doubt/ 'not,  be  accept- 
able to  you  and  the  public. 

I have  for  fome  years  made  ufe  of  the  following  antimonial  medicine,  in  the 
cure  of  this  difeafe,  and  often  with  fo  much  benefit  to  the  patient  and  fatisfac- 
tion  to  myfelf,  as  to  induce  me  to  mention  it  cafually  to  many  of  my  phyfical 
acquaintance. 

From  feveral  of  thefe,  I have  received  fuch  favourable  accounts  of  its  fuc- 
cefs,  as  to  ftrengthen  my  own  opinion  of  its  efficacy ; and  to  eiteem  it,  though 
not  a certain  cure  in  all  cafes,  yet  perhaps  as  ufeful  a medicine  in  this  diitem- 
per,  as  any  we  are  yet  acquainted  with. 

The  compofition  is  the  following  : 


The  teftaceous  powder,  in  this  cafe,  is  not  particularly  defigned  for  any  other 
ufe,  than  that  of  making  the  emetic  tartar  diviiible  into  very  fmall  dofes  with 
precifion,  and  without  difficulty.  This  proportion  was  fixed  upon,  as  the 


To  the  Medical  Society  in  London. 


Gentlemen* 


Ifc  Pulv.  e chel.  cancr. 
Tartar.  Emetic,  gr.  ij. 
Accurate  mijceantur . 


• From  the  Medical  Obfervations  and  Inquiries,  vol,  iii. 

L 1 


whole 


258  On  the  Cure  of  the  Chin- cough. 

whole  is  divifible  without  a fraction ; each  grain  of  the  powder  containing-  one- 
fixteenth  part  of  emetic  tartar.  Where  a very  fmall  portion  of  this  is  wanted, 
the  bulk  may  eafily  be  increafed  by  the  addition  of  fome  other,  or  the  fame 
teftaceous  powder  : where  more  of  the  emetic  tartar  is  wanted,  the  quantity  of 
the  dofe  is  then  fufficient. 

One  grain,  one  grain  and  an  half,  or  two  grains  of  this  compofition,  may  be 
added  to  five  or  fix  of  any  teftaceous  powder,  and  given  in  a fmall  fpoonful  of 
milk  and  water,  in  the  forenoon  between  breakfaft  and  dinner,  to  a child  of  a 
year  old  : if  this  quantity  does  not  prove  fufficient  to  excite  vomiting,  it  fhould 
be  increafed  the  next  day  to  fuch  a dofe  as  will  produce  that  effecft;  and,  in 
this  manner,  let  it  be  daily  repeated  about  the  fame  hour. 

This  time  of  day,  viz.  between  breakfaft  and  dinner,  has  been  fixed  upon 
preferably  to  any  other,  on  thefe  confiderations,  viz. 

If  the  puke  is  givep  early,  the  ftomach  being  empty,  a ftraining,  too  great 
to  be  borne  without  detriment,  might  be  occafioned. 

Was  it  given  in  the  evening,  the  child  would,  perhaps,  be  robbed  of  too 
great  a quantity  of  nutriment.  Children’s  breakfafts  are,  for  the  moft  part, 
foon  digefted  at  leaft,  fo  much  nutriment  is  taken  up  in  a fhort  time,  as  that 
much  inconveniency  cannot  enfue  from  the  lofs  of  aliment. 

At  night,  when  the  fever  is  vehement,  half  the  former  dofe  of  antimonial 
powder  is  given,  with  a few  grains  of  nitre , and  the  fulv.  contrayerv.  c.  This 
generally  procures  an  agreeable  diaphorefis , and  takes  off  fome  part  of  that 
moifture  which  might  probably  have  otherwife  increafed  the  irritation  and  op- 
preffion  of  the  lungs. 

It  is  but  feldom  that  phyficians  are  confulted  at  the  beginning  of  this  dif- 
eafe,  as,  for  the  moft  part,  its  accefs  is  flow,  and  gives  but  little  alarm,  till  it 
becomes  fo  evident,  as  to  render  it,  difficult  to  do  any  thing  more  than  mitigate 
the  fymptoms. 

But,  in  moft  cafes,  and  in  every  ftage  of  the  difeafe,  I have  chiefly  trufted  to- 
this  procefs ; feldom  having  occafipn  either  to  bleed,  or  to  ufe  any  other  kind 
of  evacuation,  unlefs  to  procure  a ftool  or  two  daily,  if  the  medicine  above 
mentioned  fails  in  this  refpedt. 

In  this  cafe  a proper  dofe  of  magnefia , given  at  bed-time,  with  the  antimo- 
nial, feldom  fails  of  anfwering  our  expectations.  Sometimes  no  very  manifeft 
advantage  appears  to  be  gained  by  this  procefs  in  feveral  days ; but,  if  no 
material  inconveniency  arifes,  it  will  be  right  to  proceed. 

The  firft  fymptom  of  amendment  ufu'ally  is,  that  the  fits  of  coughing  be- 
come lefs  frequent,  the  fever  abates,  and  the  breathing  is  not  fo  difficult ; the 
fits  however  do  not  feem  to  leiTen  much  in  point  of  violence,  for  fome  days  j 
at  length,  however,  the  cough  decreafes,  and  every  other  fymptom  abates.. 

The  child  is  then  directed  to  take  the  puke  only  two  days  together,  and 

omit 
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omit  it  the  third.  Every  other  day  will  foon  fuffice,  and,  then,  once  or  twice 
a-week  till  the  cough  is  wholly  gone. 

During  this  procefs,  they  are  directed  to  drink  aflfes  milk,  to  eat  fparingly  of 
the  lighted;  meats,  broth  likewife,  and  milk  in  any  fhape.  Quantity  is  driXly 
to  be  regarded ; for  the  more  and  oftener  the  ftomach  is  filled,  to  the  lead:  de- 
gree of  oppreffion,  the  longer  the  difeafe  continues,  and  with  greater  vio- 
lence. 

The  abled  of  the  faculty,  and  thofe  of  the  mod  extenfive  experience,  have 
found,  that  to  empty  the  llomach  of  its  contents  frequently  has  been  the  means 
of  affording  mod  relief.  Oxymel  of  J quills  and  ipecacuanha  have  dood  fore- 
mod  in  the  lid  of  remedies  for  the  Whooping-cough,  a confiderable  time ; 
and  this  apparently  from  the  good  effects  obfervable  from  their  operation. 

This  induced  me  to  make  trial  of  the  remedy  in  quedion,  as  having  thefe 
particular  advantages. 

The  medicine  is  almod  tadelefs,  is  in  quantity  very  fmall,  and  may  be 
given  in  the  mod  unfufpeXed  vehicle  -r  no  inconfiderable  benefits,  where  we 
have  to  do  with  fuch  patients  as  are  mod  expofed  to  this  terrible  didemper. 

It  is,  undoubtedly,  more  antiphlogidic  than  either  of  the  medicines  above 
mentioned,  is  lefs  irritating  in  general,  yet  operates  with  equal  certainty,  and, 
perhaps,  more  energy. 

It  is  a powerful  diaphoretic  j the  good  effeXs  of  which,  in  this  cafe,  have 
been  already  mentioned. 

One  thing,  however,  may  be  neceffary  to  obferve,  in  refpeX  to  the  prepa- 
ration I have  defcribed.  It  has  been  hinted  to  me,  that  it  will  hot  long  pre- 
ferve  its  efficacy;  and  this  decay  is  fuppofed  to  arife  from  the  tartar  being 
robbed  of  its  acid  by  the  abforbent  powder.  This,  if  true,  fhould  induce 
perfons  to  mix  but  a fmall  quantity  at  once,  to  keep  it  perfectly  dry,  taking 
care  efpecially,  that  the  emetic  tartar  be  prepared  by  a fkilful  hand. 

I have  purpofely  omitted  any  reflexions  on  the  nature  of  this  difeafe,  or 
particular  defcriptions  of  its  progrefs,  any  farther  than  as  they  were  conneXed 
with  the  hidory  of  this  medicine,  as  I know  your  defign  is  rather  to  colleX: 
matters  of  faX  than  to  build  fydems. 

I would  not,  however,  be  underdood  to  fuppofe,  that  this  medicine  will  alone 
complete  the  cure  of  the  Whooping-cough,  at  all  times,  and  under  all  circum- 
dances : I know  it  will  not ; and  that  this,  as  well  as  every  other  medicine,  is 
ufeful  or  otherwife,  jud  as  it  is  indicated.  Cantharides , the  hark , mujk,  cafior , 
and  many  other  medicines,  have  doubtlefs  been  of  great  ufe  in  particular 
■cafes,  and  may  be  in  peculiar  epidemic  conditutions. 
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SOON  after  Dr.  Storck’s  account  of  the  cicuta  was  publiffied,  I had  feveral 
opportunities  of  trying  it  in  the  diforders  for  which  it  was  fo  ftrongly  re- 
commended ; but,  with  many  others  of  the  Faculty,  I had  too  great  caufe  to 
lament,  that  a fpecific  remedy  for  cancerous  complaints  was  ftill  undifco- 
vered. 

Neverthelefs  it  appeared  to  be  a medicine  of  great  efficacy;  and  though  it 
by  no  means  anfwered  my  wifhes  in  the  cure  of  cancers  and  cancerous  tu- 
mours, yet  it  feemed  ftill  worthy  of  farther  trials,  has  proved  beneficial  in  va- 
rious obftinate  complaints,  and  though  I cannot  produce  one  inftance  of  a 
cancer  cured  by  the  cicuta , yet  I can  recolleCt  feveral  in  which  the  pains  have 
been  mitigated  for  a time,  the  progrefs  checked,  and  the  difcharge  changed  for 
the  better  in  refpeCt  to  colour,  finell,  and  confiftence. 

The  following  cafe  may  perhaps  deferve  a place  here,  as  one  proof  of  thefe 
effects : 

A gentleman,  from  one  of  our  South  American  colonies,  middle-aged,, 
healthy,  temperate,  and  aftive,  had  a wart-like  fubftance  grew  up  on  one  fide 
of  his  nofe,  not  far  from  the  inner  cant  bus ; and  as  I remember  from  an  acci- 
dental injury.  It  gave  him  no  pain,  neverthelefs  he  frequently  endeavoured 
to  pluck  it  off;  by  which  it  grew  fore  and  uneafy.  A practitioner  there,  pro- 
mifing  him  a certain  and  fpeedy  cure,,  applied  efcbarotics , and  increafed  the  mil- 
chief. 

Being  thus  difappointed  of  a cure,  and  the  difeafe  every  day  increafing,  he 
came  to  England  in  the  fummer  of  1763.  The  ulcer  had,  by  this  time,  de- 
ftroyed  the  teguments  almoft  round  the  orbit,  and  eat  deep  into  the  upper  fide 

* From  the  Medical  Obfervations  and  . Inquiries,,  vcli..  iiii- 
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of  the  focket.  The  globe  of  the  eye  remained,  but  wholly  ufelefs  in  refped  to 
vifion,  and  almoft  v/ithout  motion,  the  mufcles  being  deftroyed.  The  pains 
were  acute  both  in  the  globe  itfeif,  and  parts  forrounding,  which  -were  exqui- 
fitely  tender,  and  the  ichorous  difcharge  was  extremely  foetid.  He  had  long 
been  under  the  neceffi.ty  of  taking  large  dofes  of  laudanum  to  procure  fome  re- 
miffion  from  pain  during  the  nights. 

Under  thefe  circumftances  die  hemlock  was  recommended  to  him.  He  took 
at  firft  twenty  grains  a day,  eight  at  noon,  and  twelve  at  night.  This  in  a few 
days  leffened  his  pain,  and  the  quantity  of  laudanum  was  reduced  in  propor- 
tion. At  length  it  was  wholly  laid  afide,  the  hemlock  mitigating  the  pain  in- 
tirely,  without  producing  coftivenefs,  thirft,  or  head-ach.  The  dofe  of  hem- 
lock was  gradually  increafed  to  feventy  grains  a day : if  he  proceeded  farther,  it 
either  made  him  lickifh,  or  created  a fingular  kind  of  head-ach  and  giddinefs. 
Sometimes  he  grew  weary  of  taking  it,  and  omitted  it  for  feveral  days,  and  re- 
turned to  it  again  as  his  pain  or  other  circumftances  required.  He  is  ftill 
living,  and  ftill  continues  to  rpake  ufe  of  the  hemlock ; and  though  the  ulcer  yet 
fpreads,  and  moft  probably  will  do  v/hilft  he  lives,  yet  its  progrefs  has  been 
remarkably  flow,  compared  with  its  advances  before  the  ufe  of  this  medi- 
cine ; its  afped  is  more  kindly,  the  difcharge  of  a better  confiftence,  and 
the  flench,  while  he  takes  the  medicine,  is  fo  much  diminifhed,  that  thofe  who 
have  occafion  to  be  near  him  can  eafily  diftinguifh  when  he  is  taking  the 
hemlock. 

Various  attempts  were  made  with  the  cicuta  externally,  in  infufions,  decoc- 
tions, and  folutions  of  the  extrad  in  different  liquids  and  different  propor- 
tions; but  they  all  gave  more  or  lefs  pain,  and  left  an  uneafy  ftiffnefs  round 
the  edges  of  the  fore. 

In  a cancerous  affedion  of  the  tongue,  the  extrad  of  hemlock  procured  great 
relief;  it  abated  the  flench  and  eafed  the  pain  : but  the  relief  was  only  tempo- 
rary, and  at  length  it  failed  in  affording  any  eafe,  or  retarding  the  progrefs  of 
the  fatal  diforder. 

It  is  not  very  uncommon  to  perceive,  in  thefe  dreadful  evils,  fome  abate- 
ment of  the  fymptoms  foon  after  taking  the  cicuta , but  the  effeds  are  too  fel- 
dom  lafting. 

1 have  given  it  repeatedly,  in  tumours  apparently  of  a cancerous  tendency; 
it.  has  feldom  fucceeded  to  my  wifhes,  in  large  ones  efpecially ; in  fmall  inci- 
pient hardneffes  in  the  breaft,  and  other  parts,  I think  it  has  been  of  ufe. 

But  the  trials  I have  made  of  the  medicine  have  not  been  confined  to  this 
eiafs  of  diforders.  In  fcrophulous  diftempers,  I think  it  has  been  much  more 
beneficial  than  in  the  preceding : the  firft  cafe  in  which  it  was  given,  turned 
out  fo  favourably,  as  to  induce  me  to  think  of  it  with  fome  partiality ; and  to 
ufe  it  freely,  though  I own  not  always  with  equal  fuccefs,  When  the  cicuta 
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was  introduced  into  public  notice  by  Dr.  Storck,  the  following  cafe  was  under 
my  care,  viz. 

A young  gentlewoman  of  a thin  habit,  pale  complexion,  about  twenty-eight 
years  of  age,  had  been  afflidted  at  times,  from  her  infancy,  with  fcrophulous 
complaints,  fevere  ophthalmies , glandular  fwellings,  and  other  concomitants  of 
this  difeafe. 

To  remove  thefe,  no  endeavours  had  been  wanting ; the  ableft  of  the  Fa- 
culty had  fuccefiively  been  confulted,  and  many  famed  empirical  medicines  had 
likewife  been  made  ufe  of.  She  had  taken,  under  my  directions,  a decodtion 
of  farfaparilla,  the  bark,  mild  mercurials,  fea-water,  and  other  efficacious  me- 
dicines, but  without  benefit. 

When  a trial  of  the  cicuta  was  thought  of,  ffie  laboured  under  the  acuteft 
ophthalmy  fiie  had  ever  endured ; her  pulfe  fmall  and  feeble,  her  reft  and  ap- 
petite diminiftied,  the  menjes  in  fmall  quantities  and  pale,  and  every  fecretion 
irregular.  The  glands  on  each  fide  the  neck  down  to  the  clavicles,  were 
fwelled  and  hard,  on  one  fide  particularly.  And  fuch  was  her  extreme  l'enfi- 
bility  of  light,  that  ffie  fat  conftantly  on  her  bed  within  thick  fluff  curtains, 
and  the  light  was  excluded  with  the  utmoft  care;  the  opening  of  her  cham- 
ber-door gave  her  much  pain. 

Such  was  her  fituation  when  we  began  the  hemlock ; it  was  in  the  infancy  of 
its  ufe,  and  die  dofes  at  firft  were  fmall.  Some  weeks  had  efcaped  before  we 
got  up  to  twenty  grains  a day.  But  the  extract  we  ufed  was  good,  and,  fmall 
as  the  dofes  were,  fo  much  benefit  was  foon  perceived  as  encouraged  a fteady 
perfeverance  and  an  augmentation  of  the  dofe.  The  ophthalmy  quite  went  off, 
the  fwelling  of  the  largeft  glands  was  confiderably  reduced,  that  of  the  fmaller 
difperfed,  a better  ftate  of  health  returned  than  ffie  had  known  for  any  length 
of  time  together,  and  has  continued  fo  ever  fince.  She  perfifted  in  the  ufe  of 
the  extradl  conftantly  for  more  than  a year,  and  without  perceiving  then  or 
fince  any  ill  effedts  from  it,  in  any  refpedt. 

I have  fince  given  it  in  many  other  fcrophulous  cafes,  and  frequently  with 
advantage,  to  adults  efpecially;  and  indeed  it  is  to  them  that  I have  for  the 
moft  part  prefcribed-k,  as  children  feldom  can  take  any  quantity  of  pills,  and 
in  any  other  form  it  is  difguftful,  if  long  continued.  If  the  extradl:  in  any  re- 
fpedt difagrees,  it  is  more  difficult  to  learn  this  from  children  than  adults;  and, 
when  given  to  children  even  in  very  fmall  dofes,  I think  it  has  produced  flight 
fpafrnodic  affedtions.  For  thefe  reafons,  I feldom  ufe  it  in  very  young  fub- 
jedts,  or  in  others  of  extremely  irritable  habits. 

At  the  fame  time  that  the  cicuta  was  adminiftered  in  the  cafe  above 
mentioned,  I made  trial  of  it  in  the  following : 

A perfon  of  a thin  and  rather  delicate  habit,  naturally  healthy,  about  the 
thirtieth  year  of  her  age,  began  to  have  numerous  red  pimples  break  out  about 
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her  mouth,  nofe,  and  cheeks,  with  frequent  and  violent  head-achs.  The  menjes 
became  too  copious,  a fluor  albus  conftantly  followed ; fhe  grew  coftive,  loft 
her  appetite  and  ftrength  ; obvious  indications  of  acrimonious  juices,  and  re- 
laxed folids  ; the  confequences  of  much  anxiety,  labour,  and  folicitude. 

Her  face  grew  daily  worfe,  the  pimples  increafing  in  number,  magnitude, 
and  hardnefs ; forming  fmall  tumours  that  fometimes  fuppurated,  but  always 
flowly  and  with  great  pain  ; now  and  then  fome  of  the  largeft  affumed  a livid 
hue,  and  continued  long  in  that  condition. 

The  utmoft  care  was  taken  in  refpeil  to  diet,  both  as  to  quantity  and  kind ; 
die  was  extremely  temperate  in  refpect  to  liquors  of  any  fort ; and,  if  any  errors 
were  committed,  they  arofe  from  too  much  exercife  in  her  family,  and  too  con- 
ftant  folicitude. 

To  delcribe  all  the  attempts  that  were  made  in  order  to  mitigate  thefe  com- 
plaints, with  their  various  fuccefs,  would  be  ufelefs,  as  they  were  ineffectual : it 
may  fuffice  to  obferve,  that  fire  followed  the  methods  prefcribed  for  her  with 
unremitting  diligence,  but  without  the  deftred  effeft. 

She  was  attacked  with  a tedious  deprefled  fever  while  thefe  endeavours  were 
uiing,  which  left  the  hairy  fcalp  of  her  head  almoft  covered  with  fmall  fieato- 
matous  tumours,  from  the  bignefs  of  half  a pea  to  the  fize  of  half  a large  wal- 
nut ; the  appearances  in  her  face  continuing  the  fame,  both  in  refpeCl  to  num- 
ber as  well  as  pain,  which,  in  frofty  weather,  was  almoft  infupportable. 

Though  nothing  cancerous  could  be  fufpeCted  from  her  parents  or  her  natu- 
ral conflitution,  yet  the  hard  livid  tubercles  on  her  face,  yielding  to  no  method 
hitherto  attempted,  created  fears  of  their  tending  to  mifchief : and  this  put  me 
on  trying  the  hemlock.  She  took  it  at  firft  in  lmall  dofes,  increafing  the  quan- 
tity as  Ihe  found  fhe  could  bear  it ; and  fhe  kept  to  it  fteadily,  during  the  au- 
tumn, winter,  and  following  fpring. 

The  good  effeCts  foon  became  vifible  in  every  refpedl.  Her  face  grew 
clearer  and  better  than  it  had  been  for  fome  years  ; the  immoderate  difcharges 
were  reduced  to  a reafonable  quantity;  the  fieatomatous  tumours  on  her  head 
were  much  leffened,  and  fhe  enjoys  better  health,  by  the  ufe  of  this  medicine 
fingly,  than  fhe  has  done  for  feyeral  years.  When  fhe  finds  any  return  of  her 
former  complaints,  fhe  conftantly  has  recourfe  to  the  extraft,  which  always 
gives  her  relief. 

Permit  me  to  mention  a few  more  cafes,  in  which  I have  ufed  this  medi- 
cine with  advantage. 

A middle-aged  man,  healthy,  aftive,  and  temperate,  was  attacked  with  a 
pain  in  one  cheek-bone,  about  the  antrum  Hightncrianum , and  for  which  he 
could  affign  no  caufe.  It  grew  to  be  fevere,  and  continual,  but  was  fometimes 
heightened  to  a degree  almoft  beyond  bearing.  Though  a native  of  England, 
his  reftdence  was  then  in  one  of  our  North  American  colonies.  He  applied 
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to  many  very  able  practitioners  there,  but  without  obtaining  more  than  a tem- 
porary mitigation,  by  opiates.  Mercurials,  antimonials,  alteratives,  the  bark, 
warm,  cold,  and  fea-bathing;  drains  of  every  kind  were  made  ufe  of,  but  to 
no  purpofe.  Several  teeth  were  drawn,  and  an  opening  made  into  the  antrum , 
but  fruitlefly.  The  pain  fometimes  was  abated,  but  it  never  wholly  went  off ; 
its  returns  were  frequent,  feveral  times  in  an  hour ; and  fo  excruciating,  as  to 
produce  fpafmodic  contractions  of  every  mufcle  about  the  face  and  neck,  and 
even  affeCting  the  whole  body. 

Under  thefe  circumftances  he  arrived  from  America,  and  brought  with  him 
an  exaCt  detail  of  the  progrefs  of  his  difeafe,  and  the  means  made  ufe  of  for 
his  relief. 

Until  I could  have  leifure  to  confider  the  cafe  attentively,  and  what  farther 
might  be  reafonably  propofed,  I ordered  him  to  take  the  extradl  of  hemlock , be- 
ginning with  twenty  grains  a day,  and  directed  him  how  to  proceed  in  increaf- 
ing  it. 

He  called  about  a week  after  (the  time  I had  fixed),  when  I obferved  his 
countenance  to  be  fomewhat  lefs  difturbed,  and  he  owned  himfelf  rather  bet- 
ter. He  was  advifed  to  continue  in  the  fame  method,  which  he  did  very  con- 
ftantly  during  the  autumn  and  winter.  In  the  fpring,  as  he  found  himfelf 
much  better,  he  took  the  medicine  lefs  regularly,  and  returned  to  America 
almoft  free  from  pain,  and  entirely  fo  from  any  of  thofe  fpafmodic  contorfions, 
which  accompanied  him  almoft  incefiantly  at  his  arrival.  He  took  no  other 
medicine  during  the  whole  time. 

The  following  cafe,  perhaps,  may  likewife  be  worth  reciting 

A healthy  fober  young  man  applied  to  me  in  the  fpring  1766,  on  account 
of  a pain  in  his  arm.  The  part  affeCted  was  from  about  the  middle  of  the 
biceps , down  the  infide  of  the  arm  to  the  wrift.  He  knew  of  no  particular  ac- 
cident that  had  brought  it  on,  except  taking  cold  $ it  was  deemed  rheumatic, 
and  he  had  endured  it  a confiderable  time  before  I faw  him.  It  was  neither 
fwelled,  difcoloured,  or  fore  to  the  touch  ■,  and  alike  uneafy,  both  day  and 
night. 

It  was  treated  as  a rheumatifrn ; mercurial  alteratives,  decoCtions  of  the 
woods,  the  bark  in  various  jfhapes,  antimonials  likewife  and  anodynes,  were 
made  ufe  of ; but  without  gaining  any  confiderable  benefit.  He  then  took  the 
extract  of  hemlock  in  a full  dofe  about  a fortnight,  when  he  found  the  pain  be- 
gan to  abate.  He  continued  it  during  the  fummer  regularly,  got  perfectly 
well,  and  fo  remains. 

A few  inftances  of  this  kind  naturally  induce  one  to  apply  a remedy  like 
this,  in  very  diffimilar  cafes. 

A married  woman,  between  thirty  and  forty,  a long  time  infirm,  fubjeCt  to 
coughs,  heCtic  heats,  and  a train  of  complaints,  arifing  from  fmall  vomica's  be- 
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ing  frequently  formed  in  the  lungs  and  difcharged,  applied  to  me  foon  after  a 
large  one  had  broke.  She  had  then  a copious  purulent  hamoptoe , inceffant 
cough,  quick  fmall  pulfe,  night  fweats,  with  lots  of  appetite,  and  lofs  of 
ftrength.  Soft  demulcent  cooling  pedorals  were  given,  with  anodynes  fre- 
quently in  fmall  quantities,  but  to  no  purpofe.  A light  decodion  of  bark 
with  elixir  of  vitriol  and  anodynes  fucceeded  no  better.  The  extrad  of  hem- 
lock was  then  ordered  to  be  taken  three  times  a day,  and  to  be  wafhed  down 
with  a few  fpoonfuls  of  tindure  of  rofes.  The  patient  was  ordered  into  the 
country,  and  I faw  her  no  more,  nor  heard  any  thing  of  her,  till  I was  in- 
formed, feveral  months  afterwards,  that,  from  the  time  fhe  commenced  this 
courfe  die  began  to  recover,  kept  in  town,  and  grew  well. 

I was  induced  to  make  trial  of  it  in  this  cafe,  from  confidering  the  mod 
ufual  effeds  of  hemlock.  It  is  anodyne,  correds  acrimony,  and  promotes  the 
formation  of  good  matter. 

I have  fmce  made  ufe  of  it  in  various  pulmonic  diforders,  though  but  fel- 
dom  with  the  like  fuccefs.  Where  there  are  fymptoms  of  tubercles  forming, 
a ftrumous  habit,  and  a tendency  to  phthifis  from  thefe  caufes,  I believe  it  will 
often  be  ferviceable.  But  to  defcribe  the  various  trials  I have  made,  and  the 
various  fuccefs,  would  lead  me  beyond  the  bounds  of  an  elfay  fuitable  to  your 
deiign. 

There  are  fome  things,  however,  which  I mull  beg  leave  to  mention  more 
particularly,  as  they  feem  to  me  of  confcquence  in  the  ufe  of  the  cicuta. 

It  is  well  known  wuth  what  avidity  the  public  embraced  the  expedations 
given  by  Dr.  Storck,  Every  body  made  the  extrad,  and  every  body  pre- 
fcribed  it.  We  foon  found  it  would  not  perform  all  the  wonders  afcribed  to 
it,  and,  falling  into  the  oppofite  extreme,  many  declared  it  would  do  nothing, 
and  difmifled  it  with  difgrace. 

Much  of  the  extrad  hitherto  ufed,  has  not,  I believe,  been  made  with  due 
attention  to  the  leafon  when  the  plant  is  in  its  greateft  perfedion.  So  foon  as 
the  plant  appeared  ftrong  and  fucculent,  it  was  commonly  gathered  for  ufe. 
But  I know  from  repeated  experiments,  that  the  extrad,  prepared  from  hem- 
lock before  the  plant  arrives  at  maturity,  is  much  inferior  to  that  which  is  made 
when  the  hemlock  has  acquired  its  full  vigour,  and  is  rather  on  the  verge  of  de- 
cline : juft  when  the  flowers  fade,  the  rudiments  of  the  feeds  become  obferv- 
able,  and  the  habit  of  the  plant  inclines  to  yellow,  feems  the  proper  time  to 
colled  the  hemlock.  It  has  then  had  the  full  benefit  of  the  fummer  heat ; and 
the  plants  that  grow  in  expofed  places,  will  generally  be  found  more  virofe 
than  thofe  that  grow  in  the  fhade. 

In  refped  to  the  manner  of  preparing  this  extrad,  it  may  be  neceffary  to 
obferve,  that  the  lefs  heat  it  undergoes  the  better..  Therefore,  if  a confide- 
yable  quantity  of  the  dry  powder  of  the  plant,  gathered  at  a proper  feafon,  is 
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added,  the  lefs  boiling  will  be  neceffary,  and  the  medicine  will  be  the  more 
efficacious. 

But  let  the  extrabt  be  prepared  in  what,  mapner  foever  it  may,  provided  it 
is  made  from  the  genuine  plant,  at  a proper  feafon,  and  is  pot  deftroyed  by 
boiling,  the  chief  difference  obfervable  in  ufing  it,  is,  that  a larger  quantity  of 
one  kind  is.  required  to  produce  a certain  eftebt,  than  of  another. 

I have  found  that  twenty  grains  of  one  fort  of  extrabt  have-been  equal  in 
point  of  efficacy  to  thirty,  nay  near  forty  of  another,  yet  both  of  them  made 
from  the  genuine  plant,  and  molt  probably  prepared  with  equal  fidelity. 

To  prevent  the  inconveniencies  arifing  from  this  uncertainty,  it  feem,s  al- 
ways expedient  to  begin  with  fmall  dofes,  and  proceed,  ftep  by  ftep,  till  the 
extrabt  produces  certain  effebts,  which  feldom  fail  to  arife  from  a full  dofe. 

Thefe  effebts  are  different  in  different  conftitutions.  But,  for  the  moft  part, 
a giddinefs  affebting  the  head,  and  motions  of  the  eyes,  as  if  fomething  puffied 
them  outwards,  are  firft  felt;  a flight  ficknefs,  and  trembling  agitation  of  the 
body ; a laxative  ftool  or  two.  One  or  all  thefe  fymptoms  are  the  marks  of  a 
full  dofe,  let  the  quantity  in  weight  be  what  it  will.  Here  we  muff  flop  till 
none  of  thefe  effebts  are  felt,  and,  in  three  or  four  days,  advance  a few  grains 
more.  For  the  general  experience  of  all  who  have  ufed  this  medicine  to  any 
good  purpofe,  with  whom  I have  any  acquaintance,  agrees,  that  the  cicuta  fel- 
dom procures  any  benefit,  though  given  for  a long  time,  unlefs  in  as  large  a 
dofe  as  the  patient  can  bear,  without  differing  any  of  the  inconveniencies 
above  mentioned. 

Patients  commonly  bear  a greater  quantity  of  the  extrabt  at  night,  than  at 
noon  ; and  at  noon,  than  in  the  morning.  The  method  I commonly  follow  is 
to  order  3ij.  to  be  divided  into  thirty  pills,  not  gilt.  Adults  begin  with  two 
in  the  morning,  two  at  noon,  and  three  or  four  at  night,  with  direbtions  to  in- 
creafe  each  dofe,  by  the  addition  of  a pill  to  each,  as  they  can  bear  it. 

The  extrabt  of  hemlock , given  in  this  manner,  is  apparently  anodyne ; it 
promotes  reft,  and  eafes  pain.  It  feldom  creates  thirft,  or  that  kind  of  morn- 
ing head-ach,  which  fucceeds  an  opiate  of  any  kind. 

It  feldom  occafions  coftivenefs,  but,  in  moft,  it  procures  a laxative  ftool  the 
day  following. 

In  fome  habits  very  fmall  dofes  offend  the  ftomach,  excite  fpafmodic  twitch- 
ings,  heat,  and  thirft.  In  fuch  cafes  I immediately  forbid  its  ufe. 

From  the  certain  quality  it  poffeffes  of  altering  the  property  of  a thin,  cor- 
rofive,  cancerous  ichor,  and  changing  it  to  a milder  fluid,  I have  been  in- 
duced to  try  it  in  fanious  ulcers,  and  gleety,  painful  difcharges  from  the  va- 
gina, and  often  with  fuccefs.  Alfo  in  fixed  excruciating  pains,  probably  arifing 
from  acrimony,  not  diffimilar  to  that  of  cancers. 
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The  Materia  Medica  is  already  loaded  with  a number  of  very  inefficacious 
iimples,  and  it  would  give  me  extreme  concern  to  affift  in  adding  another  to 
the  catalogue : but,  from  the  obfervations  I have  had  an  opportunity  of  mak- 
ing, and  from  the  concurrent  opinion  of  feveral  of  my  medical  acquaintance, 
I perfuade  myfelf,  that  the  cl  cut  a will  be  an  ufeful  acquifition,  and  will  affift 
us  in  the  cure  of  many  difeafes,  in  which  the  medicines  now  in  ufe  are  inade- 
quate auxiliaries. 
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I Have  for  a long  time  propofed  to  myfelf,  to  lay  before  you  fome  ac- 
count of  a difeafe  which  occurs  more  frequently,  I believe,  than  is  gene- 
rally apprehended,  and  is  very  often  confounded  with  another,  to  which,  in 
many  refpeCls,  it  appears  not  diflimilar ; yet  arifes  from  a very  different  caufe. 
At  the  fame  time,  I mull  own  to  you,  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  fuggefl  any  pro- 
bable means  of  curing  the  difeafe  of  which  I treat:  it  has  baffled  all  my  at- 
tempts, both  when  confided  in  alone,  and  in  confultation  with  the  ablefl  of  the 
Faculty.  All  that  I pretend  to  do  is,  to  exhibit  fuch  an  idea  of  this  difeafe  as 
may  ferve  to  make  it  known  when  it  occurs  in  practice,  and  to  form  fuch  a 
prognoflic  of  its  progrefs  and  event,  as  may  juftify  practitioners  to  themfelves, 
an,d  to  the  families  in  which  fuch  fatal  occurrences  may  prefent  themfelves. 

I have  juft  perufed  Dr.  Robert  Whytt’s  hiftory  of  this  diftemper,  in  his 
works,  lately  publifhed,  in  a traCt  at  the  end.  The  DoCtor  has  done  more  in 
elucidating  this  fubjeCt,  than  any  of  the  writers  I have  feen.  It  will  appear 
from  what  I have  to  fay  on  this  fubjeCl,  that  we  perfectly  agree  in  the  feat  of 
the  difeafe,  in  moft  of  its  fymptoms,  and  in  its  fatality.  Neverthelefs,  in  fome 
points,  our  obfervations  have  led  us  to  make  different  conclufions. 

The  difeafes  to  which  this  I am  treating  of  bears  the  neareft  refemblance, 
are  fuch  as  are  fuppofed  to  proceed  from  worms ; and  what  increafes  the  re- 
femblance is,  that  they  are,  for  the  moft  part,  difeafes  of  the  fame.  age.  I have 
feldom.  met  with  the  Hydrocephalus  in  fubjeCts  younger  than  three  years;  moft 
frequently  it  has  happened,  in  my  practice,  from  five  to  ten ; two  or  three 
from  ten  to.  thirteen,  and  two  cafes  between  feventeen  and  nineteen  years  of 
age..  The  laft  four  were  girls;  the  former  moftly  boys;  and  none  of  them 
peculiarly  unhealthy  before  they  were  attacked  with  this  difeafe.  Moft  of 

# Erom  the  Medical  Obfervations  and  Inquiries,  vol.  iv.  page  40.  Read  Augurt  8,  1768. 
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them  had  gone  through  the  fmall-pox,  fome  the  meafles  likewife ; but  without 
any  reafon  to  fufpedt  that  thefe  had  left  any  foundation  for  this  terrible  com- 
, plaint. 

It  happened,  that  feveral  of  thofe  who  firft  of  all  came  under  my  care  in 
this  difeafe,  were  either  the  favourites  of  the  family,  or  the  foie  hopes  of  their 
parents.  I do  not  mention  this  as  having  any  thing  to  do  with  the  difeafe  it- 
l'elf,  but  as  the  caufe  of  my  not  being  able  to  learn  what  the  diftemper  really 
was,  fo  foon  as  I could  have  wifhed.  It  was  difficult  to  afk,  and  ftill  more  dif- 
ficult to  obtain  leave,  under  fuch  tender  circumftances,  to  examine  the  fubjedt. 
At  length,  however,  I fucceeded,  and,  in  feveral  diffedtions,  found  the  fame 
caufe  fubfifting;  viz.  a colledtion  of  clear  pellucid  lymph,  amounting  in  quan- 
tity, by  appearance,  to  two,  three,  or  four  ounces,  contained  in  the  ventricle  of 
the  brain,  under  the  corpus  callofum,  from  whence  it  was  impoffible  to  difcharge 
it  by  any  medicine  or  operation  hitherto  difcovered. 

The  firit  cafe  I met  with  I fufpedted  was  owing  to  worms,  and  thought  my- 
fe If  fully  juftified  in  exhibiting  the  molt  efficacious  anthelminthics  I was  ac- 
quainted with,  applying  fuch  other  remedies  as  particular  exigencies  required. 
When  another  cafe  like  this  occurred,  I early  took  the  alarm,  and  requefted 
affiftance;  but  we  were  as  unfortunate  as  I had  been  before.  Once,  fometimes 
twice  in  a year,  for  feveral  fucceeding  years,  I had  occafion  to  fee  thefe  un- 
happy objedts.  Of  late  years,  they  have  not  occurred  to  me  quite  fo  fre- 
quently, though  I am  now  lamenting  a difafter  of  this  fort,  which  has  deprived 
a large  and  honourable  family  of  the  only  male  amongft  them. 

Two  or  three  inftances  I have  met  with,  that  had  very  ftrong  appearances 
of  being  entered  into  the  laft  ftage  of  this  diforder,  but  were  happily  reco- 
vered ; they  were  adtual  worm-cafes,  and  were  cured  by  anthelminthics.  I had 
been  led,  from  thefe  appearances  that  were  fo  ftmilar  to  thofe  which  attend  the 
HydrocephaluSy  to  judge  it  was  the  fame,  and  to  form  an  unfavourable  prog- 
noftic. 

Dr.  Whytt  fuppofes,  that  the  commencement  of  this  difeafe  is  obfcure  ; that 
it  is  generally  fome  months  in  forming ; that,  after  fome  obvious  urgent  fymp- 
toms  make  affiftance  neceffiary,  it  continues  fome  weeks  before  it  ends  fatally. 
This,  in  general,  differs  from  what  I have  hitherto  obferved.  I have  feen  chil- 
dren, who,  from  all  appearance,  were  well,  healthy,  and  active,  feized  with  this 
diftemper,  and  carried  off  in  about  fourteen  days.  I have  feldom  been  able  to 
trace  the  commencement  of  it  above  three  weeks.  We  know  very  well  how 
often  thofe  who  are  unacquainted  with  thefe  things  afcribe  the  beginning  of 
diforders  to  wrong  caufes,  and  date  them  from  seras  with  which  they  have  no 
connexion.  Thus  every  malady  to  which  a child  may  be  incident  through  the 
courfe  of  many  years,  fhall  be  attributed  to  the  fmall-pox,  a worm-fever,  or 
fome  other  difeafe,  that  has  thoroughly  roufed  the  parents  fears,  though  that 
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very  difeafe  may  have  been  happily  terminated.  One  cannot  be  fufficiently 
upon  one’s  guard  in  afcribing  effects  to  caufes  that  exifted  at  a remote  period. 

In  raoft  of  thofe  whom  I have  feen  in  this  diftemper,  a pain  in  fome  part  or 
other  below  the  head  was  the  firft  thing  they  complained  of  ; molt  commonly 
about  the  nape  of  the  neck  and  fhoulders,  often  in  the  legs,  fometimes  in  th& 
arms,  but  more  rarely. 

This  pain  was  not  always  alike  acute,  nor  always  fixed  to  one  place ; fome- 
times it  feemed  not  to  affieht  any  of  the  limbs.  In  thefe  cafes,  the  head  and 
ftomach  feemed  to  be  more  difordered ; and  indeed  were  always  difordered 
more  or  lefs  from  the  beginning,  as  far  as  I could  learn.  When  the  pain  was 
in  the  limbs,  the  ficknefs  or  head-ach  was  lefs ; when  the  head  became  the 
feat  of  complaint,  the  pain  in  the  limbs  was  feldom  or  ever  mentioned  : fome 
had  very  violent  ficknefifes  and  violent  head-achs  alternately. 

From  being  perfectly  well  and  fportive,  fome  were  feized  with  thefe  pains  in 
the  limbs,  or  with  ficknefs,  or  head-ach  fiightly,  in  a few  hours,  commonly  af- 
ter dinner..  Some  have  been  obferved  to  droop  a few  days  before  they  com- 
plained of^any  part  being  much  indifpofed.  In  this  manner  they  continued 
three,  four,  or  five  days,  more  or  lefs,  as  the  children  were  healthy  and  vigo- 
rous, when  the  diftemper  begins  to  lhew  itfelf  in  an  alarming  manner. 

They  then  commonly  complain  of  a molt  acute1  pain  in  the  head,  deep 
feated,  and  extending  acrofs  the  forehead  from  temple  to  temple.  They  are 
generally  very  fick  between  whiles,  crying  out  in  the  moil  affecting  manner. 
Oh,  my  head!  Oh,  I am  fick!  alternately,  and  with  fhort  intervals ; dofing  a 
little  in  thefe  intervals,  breathing  irregularly,  and  fighing  much  while  awake. 
Sometimes  they  only  feem  to  breathe  in  fighs  for  fome  minutes  together. 

The  pulfe,  from  being  regular  as  in  health,  as  the  difeafe  creeps  on  becomes 
irregular ; flower,  for  the  moll  part,  at  firft  than  it  ought  to  be ; it  grows  ftill 
flower  as  the  pain  increafes,  gradually  likewife  irregular,  the  ftrokes  being 
made  both  with  unequal  force  and  in  unequal  times.  The  limbs,  for  the  molt 
part,  are  temperate,  in  refpeft  to  heat,  after  the  firft  accefs,  which  is  often  at- 
tended with  feverilh  heats,  efpecially  towards  evening  and  the  fore-part  of  the 
night,  and  till  within  a day  or  two  of  their  diffolution  ; the  pulfe  then  becomes 
extremely  quick,  the  breathing  deep,  irregular,  and  laborious,  the  heat  excef- 
five,  and  more  general.  The  head  is  always  hot  from  the  firft  attack,  and  the 
pracordia  likewife. 

Almoft  every  fymptom  that  is,  known  to  attend  an  irritating  caufe  exifting  in 
the  brain,  appears  in  its  turn;  fir-ft,  pain  in  the  limbs,  ficknefs,  and  head-ach. 

Short  difturbed  fleeps,  ftartings,  irregular  pulfe,  watchfulnefs,  and  the  pu- 
pils of  the  eyes  much  dilated. 

They  are  unwilling  to  be  difturbed  for  any  purpofe,  are  averfe  to  light,  take 
things  greedily,  and  cannot  bear,  any  pofture  but  that  of  lying  horizontally. 

They 
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They  attend  lefs  to  objects;  when  afleep,  great  part  of  the  whites  of  the  eyes 
are  feen,  and  they  are  undifturbed  by  any  thing  but  moving  them.  Their 
urine  comes  away  infenfibly,  and  their  ftools  likewife.  They  often  fcream  out 
moft  piercingly,  but  complain  of  nothing.  One  or  both  hands  are  moll  com- 
monly about  their  heads.  At  length  the  eye-lids  become  paralytic,  the  iris 
immoveable:  an  attempt  to  raife  the  eye-lids  with  the  finger,  two  or  three  days 
before  they  die,  gives  them  no  apparent  uneafinefs.  The  heat  of  the  head  and 
trunk  becomes  exceflive ; a great  heat  and  fweat  fpreads  over  the  whole  body, 
refpiration  is  altogether  fufpirious,  the  pulfe  trembling,  and  quick  beyond  the 
poflibility  of  counting,  and  the  patient  goes  off  gradually  as  the  ftrength  fails  ; 
fometimes  a fpafin  finiffies  the  cataftrophe. 

In  this  recital,  many  fymptoms  appear,  that  are  familiar  to  worm-cafes,  teeth, 
and  other  irritating  caufes.  Perhaps,  it  will  be  difficult  to  point  out  any  that 
fhall  particularly  chara&erifc  this  difeafe.  The  pains  in  the  limbs,  and  incef- 
fant  head-ach,  and  ficknefs,  feem  to  me  the  moft  certain  intimations  of  the 
danger.  Thefe  happen  in  other  difeafes  of  children,  but  neither  fo  uniformly 
nor  fo  laftingly. 

Another  circumftance  likewife  is  familiar,  if  mot  peculiar  to  this  difeafe : I 
recoiled  not  one  inftance,  in  which  the  patient  was  not  coftive,  and  in  which 
likewife  it  was  not  without  fingular  difficulty  that  ftools  were  procured. 

The  ftools  are  moft  commonly  of  a very  dark  greeniffi  colour,  with  an  oili- 
nefs  or  a glaffy  bile,  rather  than  the  fiime  which  accompanies  worms.  They 
are,  for  the  moft  part,  fingularly  offenfive.  The  urine  ffiews  nothing  to  be  de- 
pended on  : it  is  various  both  in  colour  and  contents  in  different  fubjeds ; 
depending  chiefly  on  the  quantity  of  liquids  they  get  down,  and  the  time  be- 
tween the  difcharges  of  urine.  From  their  unwillingnefs  to  be  moved,  they 
often  hold  their  water  a long  time;  twelve  or  fifteen  hours,  fometimes  longer : 
they  feldom  complain  of  their  belly  : indeed  when  they  complain  of  ficknefs, 
they  mention  their  belly ; but,  if  one  defires  them  to  point  to  it,  they  always 
lay  their  hand  on  the  ftomach.  In  diforders  from  worms,  this  is  not  fo  gene- 
rally the  cafe.  In  thefe  complaints,  and  thofe  attending  dentition,  fpafms  are 
more  frequent  than  in  the  diftemper  I am  defcribing.  Children  fubjed  to  fits, 
are  fometimes  feized  with  them  a few  days  before  they  die ; fometimes  they 
continue  for  twenty-four  hours  inceffantly,  and  till  they  expire ; but  this  is  not 
conftant. 

The  moft  certain  character  marks  itfelf  indeed  but  too  evidently,  when  one 
fees  all  thofe  fymptoms  gradually  advancing  which  attend  a violent  depreffion 
of  the  fcull ; when  a comatous  oppreffion  feizes  the  brain,  and  diminiffies,  by 
degrees,  all  the  faculties,  till  they  are  at  length  totally  extinguiffied,  either  by 
fome  violent  fpafmodic  efforts,  or  the  vires  vita  being  exhaufted. 

With  Dr.  Whytt,  I have  called  this  difeafe  the  Hydrocephalus  internus , or 
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dropfy  of  the  ventricles  of  the  brain,  till  fome  more  appolite  name  can  be 
given  to  it.  From  what  remote  caufes  it  may  proceed,  I am  not  fo  well  fatif- 
fied  as  to  decide  on  this  point.  Whether  the  breach  of  a lymphatic  may  not 
more  commonly  be  the  proximate  caufe,  is  fubmitted  to  confideration.  It  is  a 
diforder  that  happens,  fo  far  as  I have  had  an  opportunity  of  obferving,  more 
commonly  to  healthy,  acftive,  lively  children,  than  to  fuch  in  whom,  from  pre- 
vious indifpofition,  there  is  room  to  fufpedt  an  unequal  or  weakened  abforp- 
tion. 

And  indeed,  if  we  confider  the  numberlefs  little  feats  of  activity  that  chil- 
dren of  both  fexes  are  difpofed  to,  we  cannot  wonder  that  a veffel  of  flight 
texture  ffiould  give  way  on  fome  occafion  or  other.  I am  the  more  inclined  to 
be  of  this  opinion,  from  the  progrefs  of  this  difeafe  in  many  of  the  cafes  that 
I have  feen  of  it ; from  reflecting  on  the  juvantia  and  ladentia  5 and,  from  this 
circumftance  being  generally  true,  that  in  ftrong  vigorous  confti nations,  the 
difeafe  is  fatal  in  a fhorter  time  than  in  the  tender  and  difeafed,  though  per- 
haps not  lefs  active  difpofitions.  Sometimes  I have  been  told,  that  the  difeafe 
was  thought  to  have  taken  its  rife  from  jumping  from  a confiderable  height 
upon  a hard  floor,  a fall,  or  fome  pretty  fmart  exercife  : but  however  favour- 
able fuch  accounts  may  be  to  the  opinion  already  mentioned,  yet  I offer  them 
with  diffidence,  and  only  with  a view  to  promote  further  inquiry. 

Were  I to  recite  the  different  attempts  to  cure  this  difeafe,  made  both  alone, 
and  conjuncftly  with  fome  of  the  ableft  in  the  profeffion,  it  would  carry  me  be- 
yond the  bounds  you  have  a right  to  prefcribe.  It  may  be  fumcient  to  men- 
tion, that,  whenever  I am  called  to  a patient  in  the  earlier  ftages  of  this  dif- 
temper,  I proceed  in  the  fame  manner  as  if  the  difeafe  was  fuppofed  to  arife 
from  worms,  or  fome  caufe  of  irritation  capable  of  being  removed. 

Three  or  four  grains  of  calomel , or  more,  according  to  the  age  and  habit  of 
the  patient,  with  rhubarb  and  the  pulv.  e Jcam.  compof.  are  given  to  empty  the 
bowels,  if  this  has  not  been  done  before  fufficiently.  If  the  ftomach  appears 
to  be  loaded,  a quarter  or  half  a grain  of  the  emet . tartar,  may  be  joined  with 
it,  and  the  ftomach  wafned  with  any  fuitable  liquor. 

After  this,  it  feems  prudent  to  abate  the  vomiting  by  the  faline,  abforbent 
medicines,  adding  a few  drops  of  the  tindl.  The},  as  occafion  requires,  giving 
broth,  thin  decodtions  of  hartfhorn-ffiavings,  and  other  fuitable  fupport,  as 
may  be  neceflary. 

Anthelminthics  in  broth  are  thrown  up  in  clyfters,  and  fmall  clofes  of  ano- 
dynes occafionally  exhibited.  A decoftion  of  Jem.  Janton.  with  thirty  or  forty 
drops  of  ol.  terebinth,  in  three  or  four  ounces  of  broth  ; or  aloes  boiled  in  milk. 
All  heating  medicines  feem  to  increafe  the  malady ; fo  does  much  warmth  in 
the  room.  ' * 

If  the  difeafe  actually,  proceeds  from  worms,  the  fymptoms  are  moft  com- 
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monly  at  a ftand  after  this  procefs,  and,  by  a repetition  at  proper  diflances,  it 
foon  gives  way;  but,  if  the  fymptoms  not  only  continue,  but  increafe  after  a 
prudent  repetition  of  thefe  medicines,  or  fuch  as  different  pradlitioners  may 
have  found  to  be  fuccefsful  in  worm-cafes,  there  is  too  much  reafon  to  fear  that 
the  diftemper  is  of  a nrtore  fatal  kind,  and  that  the  mofl  flrenuous  and  well- 
diredted  endeavours  will  probably  afford  no  relief. 

One  ought  not,  however,  to  ceafe  attempting  to  mitigate  the  mofl  preffing 
fymptoms,  by  all  the  means  in  our  power.  The  application  of  bliflers,  fina- 
pifins,  embrocations  externally ; the  lei's  heating  antifpafmodics,  internally ; 
and,  at  all  times,  taking  care  to  keep  the  bowels,  as  much  as  may  be,  free 
from  impurities,  will,  perhaps,  afford  fufficient  means  to  anfwer  every  reafon- 
able  indication. 

I need  fcarcely  mention,  that  every  opportunity  of  infpedling  the  body 
fhould  be  fought  for  by  the  Faculty.  Dangerous  and  incurable  as  it  feems  to 
be,  its  feat  only  known,  and  its  fatal  iffue,  we  ought  not  to  defpair  of  tracing 
its  beginning  a little  higher,  afcertaining  the  caufes,  and  fixing  its  charadler 
with  more  precifion.  By  treating  the  complaint,  however,  in  the  manner 
above  mentioned,  we  lofe  no  advantage : we  are  almofl  fure  to  fucceed  if  the 
cafe  be  only  worms ; but  if  otherwife,  we  at  leafl  are  treating  it  in  the  mofl  ra- 
tional method,  increafing  all  the  fecretions,  and  thereby  preventing  any  addi- 
tion to  the  quantity  of  extravafated  fluid,  to  the  utmoft  of  our  power. 

From  the  preceding  defcription  of  this  cafe,  it  will  not  be  difficult  to  ac- 
count for  the  fymptoms ; nor  will  it  appear  furprifing,  that  the  patients  go  off 
in  the  fame  manner  as  thofe  who  die  of  a depreflion  of  the  fcull ; for  it  makes 
very  little  difference  whether  the  external  parts  of  the  brain  are  crouded  on 
the  more  central  parts,  or  a fluid  is  perpetually  preffed  into  the  cavities,  near 
the  center,  flrongly  forcing  their  Aides  and  the  brain  itfelf  againfl  the  fcull.  So 
far  as  one  can  learn  from  the  unhappy  fubjedls  themfelves,  the  kind  of  pain 
they  feel,  is  not  quick  and  darting,  or  like  that  of  a boil  or  inflammation  ; but, 
though  acute,  is  tenfive,  and  as  if  forcing  the  head  afunder. 

When  this  paper  was  read  to  the  Medical  Society,  Dr.  Huck  faid,  he  be- 
lieved that  this  difeafe  was  not  confined  to  children,  or  fuch  as  were  under 
puberty  only;  for  he  imagined  that  he  had  feen  it  two  or  three  times  in  adults, 
and  gave  me  the  following  cafe,  where  diffedtion  put  it  out  of  doubt. 

Flannah  Hargrave,  aged  thirty,  was  admitted  into  the  Middlefex  hofpital, 
on  the  25th  of  October  1768.  She  was  extremely  languid,  and  fo  oppreffed, 
that  fire  could  not  give  a very  diflindt  account  of  her  illnefs.  She  faid,  that 
fhe  had  been  fick  a week ; that  her  chief  complaint  was  a mofl  excruciating- 
pain  in  her  head,  with,  a vomiting  of  every  thing  fhe  took,  mixed  with  green 
fluff : fhe  faid  fhe  was  coflive,  giddy,  thirfly,  had  great  palpitations,  and  could 
get  no  fleep  : her  heat  was  not  greater  than  in  health her  pulfe  beat  feventy- 
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eight  ftrokes  in  a minute  ; fhe  had  hen  menfes  at  that  time.  No  means  that 
were  ufed  gave  her  any  relief : the  head-ach,  vomiting,  though  lefs  frequent, 
and  watchfulnefs,  continued.  On  the  4th  of  November  fhe  was  light-headed, 
fighed  and  moaned  frequently:  the  pupils  of  her  eyes  were  greatly  dilated,  and 
I thought  fhe  could  not  fee.  On  the  5 th,  I firft  obferved  a Jlrabifmus  ; fhe  ga- 
thered up  the  bedclothes ; her  teeth  were  furred ; but  her  tongue  was  not  very 
dry;  her  pulfe  was  almoft  like  to  that  of  a perfon  in  health. 

On  the  6th,  fhe  feemed  every  way  worfe,  continued  muttering,  moaning,  al- 
ways without  fleep,  and  paffed  her  urine  involuntarily.  Her  pulfe  beat  eighty- 
eight  ftrokes  in  a minute. 

She  died  on  the  7th,  and  her  body  was  opened  by  Mr,  Tickel,  houfe-fur- 
geon,  the  next  day,  in  prefence  of  fome  of  the  pupils  and  myfelf.  Nothing 
very  remarkable  was  found,  except  about  four  ounces  of  water  in  the  ventricles, 
of  the  brain,  and  a larger  quantity  than  ufual  in  the  theca  vertebrarum . 

I have  likewife  feen  two  cafes  lately  of  the  like  kind  to  appearance.  Both 
were  women  : the  firft  about  feventeen,  unmarried  ; the  fecond  about  twenty- 
five,  married ; and  both  apparently  healthy,  till  they  were  feized  with  fymp- 
toms  much  refembiing  thofe  deferibed  by  Dr.  Buck.  Though  there  was  no 
opportunity  of  confirming  this  opinion  by  diffe&ion ; yet,  from  the  fimilarity 
of  the  fymptoms,  there  was  juft  ground  to  conclude,  that  this  diftemper  is  not 
folely  confined  to  the  age  of  childhood. 
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O F T H E 

CURE  'of  the  SCIATICA*. 


IT  is  always  the  objedt  of  my  willies,  and  endeavour,  in  the  duties  of  my  pro- 
felfion,  to  reduce  the  cure  of  difeafes  to  all  poffible  fimplicity : and  nothing 
affords  me  fo  much,  fatisfadtion,  as  when,  by  repeated  cautious  trials,  a method 
occurs  to  me,  of  curing  any  diltemper  with  fome  degree  of  certainty,  eale,  and 
expedition. 

I am  in  hopes,  that  the  method  now  offered  to  your  confideration,  will  be 
found,  by  experience,  to  anfwer  the  end  propofed,  and  affift  pradlitioners  in  re- 
moving an  obftinate  painful  difeafe  with  lefs  difficulty,  than  by  the  methods 
hitherto  employed  for  the  purpofe. 

The  Morbus  Ifchiadicus , or,  as  it  is  called  in  this  country,  the  Sciatica , is  a 
difeafe  too  well  known  by  phyficians  to  need  any  defcription ; too  painful  not 
to  require  the  fpeedielt  relief ; and  fo  obftinate  as  to  refill  many  powerful  reme- 
dies.. 

In  the  courfe  of  my  bufinefs,.  many  cafes  of  this  nature  have  occurred  to  me, 
and,  during  a confiderable  part  of  my  time,  whenever  they  occurred,  gave  me 
much  uneafinefs.  I found  the  remedies  recommended  for  the  cure  of  this  dif- 
temper  often  infufficient,  always  flow  in  producing  a cure,  and  very  often  as 
painful  almoll  as  the  difeafe  itfelf. 

It  is  at  leaft  arnufing  to  ourfelves,  if  not  inftrudtive  to  others,  to  mention  by 
what  means  we  become  acquainted  with  ufeful  hints.  I was  defired,  many 
years  ago,  to  viflt  a man  fomewhat  above  forty  years  of  age,  v/ho  had  long 
been  confined  to-his  bed,  from  the  effects  of  a lumbago  imperfectly  cured.  The 
violence  of  the  pain  was  abated,  but  he  was  incapable  of  moving,  or  being 
moved,  from  the  place  he  was  laid,  without  buffering  grievous  torture.  The 
part  affefled  was  the  lower  part  of  the  lumbar region,, from  fide  to  fide,  acrofs 
the  loins.  His  flelh  was  much  reduced,  his  appetite  decayed,  and  a feverifh 
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heat  conftantly  attended  him,  the  confequence  of  p \ and  inanition.  He  had 
been  many  weeks  under  the  care  of  a very  able  phyfician,  who  had  attended 
with  much  diligence,  and  prefcribed,  with  jud  :nt,  very  efficacious  medi- 
cines. The  patient  was  reduced  to  the  neceffir  taking  opiates  to  procure 
a temporary  relief.  He  had  taken  them  a cos  cable  time,  and  in  dofes  ra- 
ther more  than  moderate,  though  not  very  laiq.  -efore  I faw  him. 

Not  finding  any  reafon  to  fufpebt  either  an  ; ernal  ablcefs,  or  a tendency 
to  it ; but  that  the  feat  of  the  pain  was  in  the  tendinous  parts  about  the  loins* 
and  deep,  I direbted  a finall  dofe  o { calomel  to  be  given  every  night. 

The  following  was  the  prefcription  : 

Calom.  levig.  gr.  x. 

1’ereb.  e Chio.  q.  J.  f.  pil.  x.  non  deaurancLe.  Capiat  j.  or, mi  noble. 

A laxative  mixture  was  provided,  to  be  taken  in  the  morning,  to  procure 
itools,  if  he  ffiould  be  coftive.  The  opiate  was  gradually  omitted. 

Finding  a grain  of  calomel  per  diem  to  have  no  effebt,  I ordered  him  to  take 
two  one  night,  one  the  next,  and  fo  to  proceed. 

His  pains  rather  grew  lefs  by  the  time  thefe  pills  were  taken  ; but  not  the 
leaft  appearance  of  any  effebt  from  the  calomel  as  a mercurial.  I increafed  the 
dofe,  till  he  got  up  to  fix  grains  of  calomel  every  day,  three  at  night  and  three 
in  the  morning;  without  ever  perceiving  any  tendency  to  a ptyalifm,  purging, 
remarkable  mibturition,  or  diaphorefis.  The  pains,  however,  gradually  lef- 
fened ; he  got  up  every  day,  recovered  his  appetite,  got  ftrength,  and,  in  five 
or  fix  weeks  time,  was  able  to  go  abroad.  He  halted  confiderably,  and  made 
ufe  of  a walking-ftick ; but  enjoyed  tolerable  health,  and  has  not  fince  been 
afflibted  with  any  complaint  of  this  nature. 

Six  grains  of  calomel  per  diem , for  near  a fortnight  together,  may  feem  a very 
large  dofe  to  be  taken  without  producing  the  common  effebt  of  mercurials. 
It  furprifed  me  at  the  time ; and  I ffiould  by  no  means  have  proceeded  to  fuch 
a length,  if  experiment,  condubted  with  fome  degree  of  caution,  had  not  led 
me  fo  far  in  this  particular  inftance. 

A gentleman  of  great  eminence  in  chymiftry  had  allured  me,  that  he  had 
found  very  good  effebts  from  calomel  given  in  the  manner  above  mentioned, 
with  the  Chio  turpentine , in  worm-cafes,  and  all  the  difeafes  of  children. 
Thinking  that  fmall  dofes  of  calomel  would  be  as  likely  to  remove  a difeafe  fo 
deeply  fituated  fooner  than  any  other  remedy,  I had  recourfe  to  this  medicine, 
and  gave  it  in  the  manner  above  defcribed. 

On  reflebting,  however,  on  its  effebts,  I found  caufe  to  fufpebt,  that  exhibit- 
ing calomel  in  the  manner  I had  done,  was  ufing  it  in  the  moil  uncertain  me- 
thod. Moft  kinds  of  turpentine , I believe,  are  indigeftible  in  the  human  fto- 
mach ; the  more  folid  their  confiftence,  the  more  difficult  they  are  to  be  dif- 
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folved  in  the  human  body.  Great  part  of  the  calomel  might,  therefore,  be  fo 
effectually  wrapped  up  in  the  Chio  turpentine , the  hardeft  and  moll  mdiffoluble 
of  the  whole  clafs  that  are  ufed  in  medicine,  that  I apprehend  a very  fmall 
proportion  of  the  calomel  ever  came  into  aftion.  From  this  confideration,  I 
have  feldom  fince  given  mercurials  made  into  pills  with  this  fubftance,  unlefs 
where  I wanted  to  give  the  fmalleft  quantity  poffible ; but  have  generally  or- 
dered it  to  be  formed  into  pills,  with  fome  fubftance  that  was  eafily  dilfolvable, 
as  fome  conferve  or  confeCtion.  From  the  fuccefs  attending  this  cafe,  I deter- 
mined to  make  trial  of  a fimilar  procefs  in  the  Sciatica , and  the  event  has  ge- 
nerally anfwered  my  willies.  I recoil e£t  divers  cafes  of  both  fexes,  and  differ- 
ent ages,  in  which  a procefs  like  the  following  has  been  of  Angular  fervice,  af- 
ter various  other  medicines  and  operations,  recommended  for  the  cure  of  this 
complaint,  had  been  ufed  to  very  little  purpofe. 

Calom.  levig.  gran.  x. 

ConJ.  RoJ.  q.J.  f.  pil.  x.  non  deaur. 

Capiat  j . omni  no  die  Juperbibendo  haufi.  Jeq. 

A-  Alexit.  fimp.  fifs. 

Alexit.  fpir.  3ifs. 

Vin.  Antimon.  gut.  xxx. 

Tin  ft.  Theb.  gut.  xxv. 

Syr.  fmp.  3tj.  m. 

If  the  pain  does  not  abate  by  the  time  this  quantity  is  taken,  I increafe  the 
dofe  of  calomel  to  two  grains  one  night,  one  the  next,  and  thus  proceed  alter- 
nately. When  the  pain  abates,  the  anodyne  and  antimonial  are  gradually  lef- 
fened  ; perhaps  omitted  every  other  night,  or  wholly  dropped.  I have  feldom. 
met  with  a genuine  Sciatica  but  has  yielded  to  this  procefs  in  the  fpace  of  a 
few  weeks,  and  has  as  feldom  returned. 

My  inducement  to  make  trial  of  this  method  at  firft  was,  that  this  kind  of 
pains  are  deep  feated  in  the  mod  fieihy  parts  of  the  human  body,  and  to 
which  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  convey  the  efficacy  of  any  medicine  entire, 
either  given  internally,  or  applied  without. 

That  mercurials,  of  all  the  medicines  we  are  acquainted  with,  moil  certainly 
pervade  the  inmoft  recefies  of  the  mufcular  and  tendinous  parts,  and  remove 
difeafes  which  we  know  have  in  them  their  refidence. 

That,  till  thefe  could  take  effedt,  it  was  neceftary  to  mitigate  the  pain  ; for 
all  painful  diforders  increafe  in  proportion  to  the  irritation  attending  them. 
The  anodyne,  above  diredted,  has  other  properties  than  that  of  an  opiate 
merely.  Like  as  in  Dover’s  famous  powder,  the  anodyne  in  this  compofition, 
when  duly  proportioned,  reflrains  the  antimonial  from  exerting  its  ufual  effi- 
cacy 
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cacy  on  the  ftomach  and  frrfl:  pafiages,  and  conduits  it  to  the  remoteit  parts  of 
the  circulation,  rendering  it  an  ufeful  and  efficacious  medicine  in  many  painful 
diforders. 

If  the  difeafe  does  not  yield  to  the  dofe  above  mentioned,  I gradually  in- 
creafe  it  till  fome  little  tendernefs  is  perceived  in  the  mouth  j but  I have  fel~ 
dom  had  occafion  to  proceed  fo  far,  or  to  fubjeit  the  patient  to  any  confine- 
ment, unlefs  in  very  rigorous  weather.  As  the  violence  of  the  pain  may  fafely 
be  mitigated  by  this  kind  of  anodyne,  which  is  not  merely  a palliative,  I have 
always  thought  it  better  to  proceed  with  the  calomel , in  the  manner  above 
mentioned,  as  an  alterative,  than  to  rifle  any  thing  for  the  chance  only  of  a few 
days  fpeedier  recovery.  . Formerly  I have  had  recourfe  to  the  bark,  guaiacumi 
the  terebinthinate  fpirits,  and  other  ufual  medicines ; but  feidom  to  the  patient’s 
benefit,  or  my  own  fatisfa&ion.  Fontanels,  biifters,  cauftics,  likewife,  have 
produced  as  little  advantage.  Of  late  I have  trufted  to  the  procefs  above  de~ 
feribed,  and  have  very  feidom  been  difappointed. 

Bleeding  has  not  been  mentioned,  becaufe  in  mod  of  the  cafes  I have  feen, 
it  was  unneceflary.  Phyficians  are  feidom  confulted  on  thefe  cafes  in  the  be- 
ginning of  the  difeafe.  In  plethoric  habits,  this  evacuation  may  be  neceffiary 
as  well  as  purging.  Thofe  who  fee  the  patients  early,  will  be  the  bed  judges 
of  the  neceflity  of  thefe  evacuations. 
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USE  of  TAPPING  early  in  DROPSIES* 


THERE  are  feveral  efficacious  remedies  in  the  hands  of  phyficians,  which 
are  often  made  ufe  of  fo  late  in  the  difeafe,  that  they  fall  into  difgrace, 
from  being  applied  when  nothing  could  fave  the  patient  from  inevitable  de- 
ftrudtion.  Of  this  kind,  perhaps,  are  blifters  applied  to'  the  head.  The  fick 
and  the  by-ftanders  have  confented  to  this  application,  when  nothing  could  be 
of  ufe.  The  patient  dies,  and  the  blifter  to  the  head  bears  the  blame,  both  as 
an  ill  omen  from  the  phyfician,  and  as  a barbarous  application  when,  in  fadt, 
it  deferves  the  imputation  of  neither.  The  phyfician,  well  knowing  the  gene- 
ral prejudice  againft  the  application  of  blifters  to  the  head,  ffiifts  off  the  pro- 
pofal  longer  than  is  right  in  his  own  judgment,  through  fear  left  the  terror  ex- 
■cited  by  fuch  a prefcription,  ffiould  do  as  much  harm  as  the  blifter  could  do 
good.  As  the  danger  increafes,  this  very  blifter  is  then  often  called  for  by  the 
patient’s  friends,  when  neither  this  nor  any  thing  elfe  can  avail. 

With  what  difficulty  can  we  perfuade  thofe  who  are  on  the  verge  of  a con- 
sumption, and  the  hedtic  fymptoms  juft  in  their  infancy,  to  leave  towns  for  a 
purer  air,  or  feek  the  aid  of  Briftol  waters  on  the  fpot,  while  fuch  kind  of  re- 
medies afford  almoft  a certain  cure ! When  the  lungs  are  inflamed  and  ul- 
cerated, and  an  incurable  hedtic,  with  all  its  wafting  confequences,  are  far  ad- 
vanced ; then,  whether  the  phyfician  thinks  any  benefit  can  be  received  or  not, 
they  fly  to  Briftol,  when  neither  the  water  nor  any  other  means  can  prevent  ’ 
their  diffolution. 

Perhaps  the  operation  of  tapping  may  have  undergone  the  fame  fate.  Few 
dropfical  patients  can  bear  the  name  without  apprehenfions  of  terror ; and  in- 
.deed  not  without  reafon : for,  of  the  many  who  undergo-  this  operation,  how 
few  are  furviving  inftances  of  its  advantage  ! 

I think  there  is  reafon  to  fufpedt,  that  tapping  has  incurred  fome  part  of  its 
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difgrace,  from  its  being  delayed  till  it  could  have  no  other  effeCt  than  pro* 
curing  a very  fhort-lived  hope  to'  the  patient,  at  the  certain  expence  of  the 
ftnall  fhare  of  ftrength  remaining. 

I have  endeavoured  to  prevail  upon  fuch  patients  labouring  under  this  dif- 
eafe  as  have  requefted  my  afliftance,  to  fubmit  to  it  as  early  as  poflible,  after  B 
found  that  the  quantity  of  water  was  fuch  as  could  not  be  removed  by  medi- 
cines, without  doing  great  violence  to  the  confbitution.  There  are  feveral  per- 
Jons  now  living,  whom  I prevailed  on  early  to  fubmit  to  this  operation..  When’ 
I found  the  ufual  diuretics  had  no  effeCt,  and  the  more  a6tive  purgatives  did 
as  much  prejudice  by  weakening  the  whole  frame,  bringing  on  thirft,  lofs  o£ 
appetite,  debility,  and  fever,  as  they  did  fervice  by  the  evacuation  they  pro-- 
duced ; I defifted  from  medicine ; allowed  them  to  drink  as  much  as  third;  re- 
quired ; and,  when  the  fluctuation  was  fo  evident  as  to  render  the  operation 
fafe,  it  was  performed.  In  one  cafe,  one  operation  alone  fucceedtd  : for,  by 
diuretics  and  corroborants,  proper  diet  and  fuitable  exercife,  the  urine  paflecL 
the  kidneys  freely,  and  the  patient  recovered  perfectly..  This,  was  an  evident 
afeites , and  came  on  foon  after  a lying-in  j apparently  from  the  power  of  ab- 
forption  being  weakened  beyond  a fpeedy  recovery,  and  the  exhalant  veflels 
being  relaxed  immoderately ; the  balance  was  deftroyed,  and  a vaft  quantity; 
of  water  was  collected  in  a fhorter  time  than  I ever  faw.  All  the  vijeera - 
feemed  to  be  found,  and  none  of  the  ufual  caufes  of  dropfies  from  intempe- 
rance had  preceded.  Had  we  perfevered  with  ftrong  purgatives  or  diuretics 
much  longer,  the  tone  of  the  abforbent  veflels  would  perhaps  have  been  fo  far' 
weakened,  as  to  have  rendered  tapping,  or  any  other,  means,  .ineffectual. 

Another  cafe  was,  in  a Angle  woman  of  about,  thirty-five  years  of  age : the 
difeafe  fucceeded  a tedious  lingering  fever,  attended  with  great  third  ■,  and 
very  large  quantities  of  thin  liquors  had.  been  poured,  down,,  without  dif- 
cretion... 

Apprehending  the  diftemper  proceeded  from  the  diminifhed  power  of  the 
abforbing  veflels,  the  redundancy  of  fluid, .the  general  debility  of  the  whole 
frame ; very  few  medicines,  except  cordials,  were  given,  till  fire  v/as  full 
enough  to  be  tapped.  This,  was  happily  performed ; but  fhe  foon  filled- 
again.  The  operation  was  repeated.  The  medicines  ordered  for  her  now  be- 
gan to  take  effeCT  The  urine  was;  increafed,  her  ftrength  returned, .and  fire 
left  the  town  perfeftly  recovered. 

If  we  confider,  that  this  operation  is  far  from  being  one  of  the  moft  pain- 
ful, and  that,  if  the  fluctuation  is  Sufficiently  evident,  and  the  belly  moderately 
tenfe,  it  is  one  of  the  fafeft ; it-  feems  to  me,  that  we  have  nothing  to  fear, 
either  in  refpeCt  to  curfelves  or  our  patients,  if  we  recommend  it  as  early  as 
poflible. 

If  I am  called’ to  a patient  tending  to  a dropfy,  the  belly  beginning  to  fill, 
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die  uriiTC  paffing  in  fmall  quantities  and  high-coloured,  the  appetite  failing, 
and  third:  increafi-ng,  with  the  lofs  of  fleffi  in  the  upper  parts  of  the  body ; I 
have  recourfe  to  fuch  diuretics,  purgatives,  and  corroborants  intermixed,  as 
the  ftate  of  the  cafe  and  the  nature  of  its  caufes  indicate.  The  preparations 
of  fquills,  the  neutral' and  alkaline  falts,  the  terebinthinate  balfams,  afford  many 
efficacious  compofitions.  The  purgatives  are  known  to  every  one.  If,  by  a 
reafonable  perfeverance  in  this  courfe,  no  confiderable  benefit  accrues ; if  the 
vijcera  do  not  evidently  appear  to  be  obftrudted  and  unfit  for  the  future  pur- 
pofes  of  life  j if  the  complaints  have  not  been  brought  on  by  a long  habitual 
train  of  intemperance,  and  from  which  there  feems  little  hope  of  reclaiming 
the  patient ; if  the  fbrength  and  time  of  life  are  not  altogether  againfl  us  ; I 
defill  from  medicine,  except  of  the  cordial  rellorative  kind ; and  let  the  dif- 
eafe  proceed  till  the  operation  becomes  fafely  pradlicable : when  this  is  done, 
by  the  moderate  ufe  of  the  warmer  diuretics,  chalybeates  and  bitters,  alfo 
the  preparations  of  fquills  in  dofes  below  that  point  at  which  the  ftornach 
would  be  afledted,  I endeavour  to  prevent  them  from  filling  again. 

If  we  recoiled!  what  happens  in  the  cure  of  feveral  incyfled  dropfies,  we 
Shall  find  the  opinion  here  advanced  confirmed.  Divers  of  thefe  are  cured  by 
pun<5lure  j fometimes  once  only ; fometimes  the  operation  is  neceffarily  re- 
peated. You  will  remember  many  cafes,  I doubt  not,  of  the  dropfies  of  the 
$ eft  is  or  tunica  vaginalis  particularly.  I can  recoiled!  feveral  within  my  own 
knowledge  j fame  that  have  required  but  once  tapping,  others  repeatedly,  and 
yet  at  laft  have  remained  perfectly  cured. 

Should  you,  gentlemen,  be  of  opinion,  that  thefe  remarks  are  not  ill- 
. founded,  I have  no  doubt  but,  from  the  ffiare  of  bufinefs  which  paffes  through 
your  hands,  the  public  will  receive  fuch  confirmations  as  may  tend  to  diffipate 
that  dread  of  tapping,  which,  I am  fatisfied,  is  one  great  caufe  of  the  difgrace 
sunder  which  it  labours,  and  is  alike  injurious  to  our  art,  and  detrimental  to 
:the  patient. 

Before  I quit  this  fubjedl,  permit  me  to  mention  a method  of  fcarification 
that  has  often  fucceeded  in  anafarcous  fwellings  of  the  legs  and  thighs ; at 
lead,  it  has  fo  far  fucceeded,  as  to  draw  off  large  quantities  of  water,  without 
either  fo  much  pain  or  danger  as  in  the  common  way  by  incifions,  Thefe  are 
always  painful,  and,  if  large,  are  dangerous,  from  the  known  difficulty  of  heal- 
ing wounds  in  anafarcous  habits. 

I generally  order  this  operation  to  be  performed  with  the  common  fcarifi- 
cator  ufed  in  cupping,  and  the  inftrument  to  be  placed  fo  as  to  make  the 
wounds  tranfverfely.  If  the  fkin  is  thick,  the  lancets  may  be  fet  fo  as  to  make 
deeper,  and  confequently  wider  incifions.  By  this  method,  a large  quantity  of 
water  will  ofcen  drain  from  the  legs  and  thighs,  without  rilk  of  inflammation, 
or  deterring  the  patient  from  a repetition,  if  neceffary.  To  proceed  with  as 
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much  fafety  as  pofiible,  I commonly  order  the  inftrument  firft  to  be  applied 
about  the  middle  of  the  calf  on  each  fide  the  leg,  and  either  to  one  leg  only, 
or  to  both,  as  occafion  requires.  The  application  of  glafles,  either  to  raife  the 
fkin,  or  promote  the  difcharge  afterwards,  is  unneceflary.  The  inftrument  is 
gently  prefled  upon  the  lkin  till  a furface  is  formed 'fufficiently  flat  to  admit 
the  lancets  in  the  fcarificator  to  take  effedt  equally.  By  making  thefe  little 
openings  in  the  lkin  tranfverfely,  they  give  vent  more  freely  to  the  fluid,  and 
are  longer  before  they  unite. 

Should  it  be  afked,  in  what  cafes  this  application  is  proper;  it  is  anfwered, 
that  in  all  anafarcous  habits,  where  the  JeroJa  colluvies  gains  upon  us  faft,  and 
the  lkin  is  fo  ftretched  as  to  threaten  a rupture,  or  inflammation  and  gangrene, 
much  mifchief  may  be  prevented  by  thefe  means.  Likewife,  where  the  breath 
is  extremely  affedled  in  fuch  habits,  a temporary  relief  may,  in  this  manner, 
often  be  obtained,  in  order  to  give  a fair  chance  to  remedies  adminiftered  in- 
ternally. Your  own  experience,.  Gentlemen,  will  fuggeft  to  yon  many  other 
ufes  of  this  operation,. 
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ALTHOUGH  this  cafe  of  Hemiplegia , and  the  two  fubfequent  papers , have  been 
publifhed  in  the  Medical  Obfervations  and  Inquiries,  under  an  anonymous 
title , yet  I have  the  authority  of  a letter , in  which  the  Doctor  adopts  them  as  his 
performances.  In  the  fourth  volume  of  the  Obfervations  and  Inquiries,  in  which 
thefe  are  included , many  other  of  his  pieces  are  inferted  under  his  proper  ftgnature 
but , with  a diffidence  which  no  author  had  lefs  occafion  to  plead : that  his  name 
might  not  too  frequently  recur,  he  chofe  to  fupprefs  it  in  thefe  three  infiances this 
objection  no  longer  fubfifis,  and  the  utility  of  thefe  effiays  fufficiently  warrants  me  to 
difclofe  to  the  public , what  the  Dotlor  had  previously  difclofed  to  his  friends. 

In  the  London  Bills  of  Mortality  a confiderable  reform  is  undoubtedly  wanting  j 
the  fubjefl  had  engaged  his  attention , and  he  had  even  fketched  fome  outlines  for 
effe fling  this  reformation , which  his  want  of  leifure  prevented  him  from  completing 
for  public  infpeflion.  Editor, 
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H E M I P L E G I A* 

Attended  with  Uncommon  Circumstances, 
Communicated  by  a MEMBER  of  the  SOCIETY*,- 


ON  the  27th  of  February,  17 62,  M.  M.  in  the  fixty-eighth  year  of  her  age, 
was  feized  with  a palSy,.  which  entirely  deprived  her  of  the  ufe  of  her 
right  fide,  and  of  her  Speech.  At  the  firft  attack  fhe  was  infenfible,  and  then 
fhe  had  all  the  affiftance  that  an  able  phyfician  could  give  her;  but  as  foon  as 
fhe  recovered  her  fenfes,.all  his  prescriptions  were  in  vain;  fhe  perfevered  with 
obftinacy  to  refufe  taking  any  medicine,  or  to  fuffer  any  outward  application. 
AH  the  time  of  her  helplefs  condition,  fhe  was  conftantly  attended  by  two* 
nurfes  in  the  night,  and  generally  by  two  likewife  in  the  day-time,  befides  her 
relations,  who  would  frequently  fit  by  her,  both  to  comfort  and  to  amufe  her. 
She  lived  till  the  5th  of  Odtober,  1767. 

From  a little  time  after  fhe  was  feized  with  the  palfy,  till  about  five  weeks 
before  fhe  died,  fhe  eat  meat  (more  heartily  and  more  greedily  indeed,  than 
in  her  former  Hate  of  good  health)'  and  by  choice,  rather  the  high-feafoned 
difhes,  both  for  dinner  and  fupper;  but  drank  Sparingly.  All  this  time  fhe 
was  never- fick  at  her  ftomach,  and  fhe  never  Sweated.  Her  urine  was  mode- 
rate in  quantity  ; but  neither  its  quantity  nor  quality  could  be  afcertained,  as 
it  came  always  from  her  upon  cloths.  She  had  frequently  molt- excruciating 
pains  in  the  urinary  paffages,  which  were  fuppofed  to  be  from  gravel,  and  fhe 
paffed  many  fmall  round  (tones  like  (hot.  She  had  a conftant  Spitting,  or  dri- 
velling of  faliva.  She  was  coflive  from  the  beginning  of  her  illnefs  : and  this 
complaint  increafed  to  fuch  a degree,  that  in  a little  time,  fhe  Seldom  had  a 
ftcol  in  leSs  than  a week ; more  frequently  it  was  a fortnight.  Sometimes  three 
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weeks,  and  fometimes  four,  and  twice  together  only  once  in  thirty  days ; that 
is,  twice  in  two  months , while  Jhe  was  eating  heartily  all  the  time , and  had  no  Jen- 
fible  excretion  befides , except  the  ujual  quantity  of  urine , and  the  Jalival  dij  charge 
above  mentioned . And  both  times,  the  evacuation  probably  would  have  been 
ftill  later,  if  four  or  five  grains  o { jalap  had  not  been  daily  taken  (without  her 
knowledge)  in  the  beer  that  fhe  drank,  from  the  time  that  fhe  had  been  a 
fortnight  without  a ftool.  After  this  the  coftivenefs  continued,  though  not  to 
fueh  a degree,  while  fhe  lived,  except  once,  that  fire  was  taken  for  a ihort 
time  with  a violent  purging,  which  threatened  her  immediate  diiTolution. 

During  the  lait  four  or  five  weeks  of  her  life,  her  appetite  to  food  declined 
gradually.  In  the  laft  eleyen  days  the  fwallowed  neither  food  nor  drink  of 
any  kind  whatever.  On  the  twelfth  day  fhe  had  been  prevailed  upon  to  try  if 
fire  could  take  a fip  of  her  favourite  liquor,  frnall-beer,  with  a little  wine  in  it. 
Whether  fhe  got  any  down  or  not,  in  two  different  attempts,  was  uncertain  $ 
but  it  could  not  have  been  more  than  a tea-fpoonful  each  time.  On  the  thim 
teenth  day  before  her  death,  fhe  had  taken  one  difh  of  chocolate,  which,  we 
may  prefume,  was  the  laft  nourifhment  fhe  took. 

During  thefe  laft  twelve  days,  fhe  was  perfedly  in  her  fenfes  (till  within  a 
few  hours  of  her  death)  and  never  expreffed  the  Jeaft  degree  of  hunger  or 
thirft.  She  made  rather  lefs  urine  than  before.  Her  ftrength  funk,  or  failed, 
in  the  moft  gradual  way  that  could  be  conceived  j and  her  breath  and  her  diff 
charges  became  fo  often  five  before  death,  that  though  great  care  was  taken,  the 
room  could  not  be  kept  tolerably  fweet. 

She  was  much  extenuated  in  the  eourfe  of  her  difeafe  j and,  at  one  time,  it 
vm  w ith  great  difficulty  that  a mortification,  from  preffure  in  the  region  of  the 
OS  Jacrrn , was  prevented, 

This  account  was  drawn  up  by  a relation  of  the  patient,  who,  from  his 
fituation,  could  not  b,e  impofed  upon  with  regard  to  any  of  the  fads  above 
mentioned  $ and  it  is  communicated  for  the  fake  of  thofe  fads  only. 
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PAINFUL  CONSTIPATION 

FROM  INDURATED  FCECES*. 


To  the  Medical  Society. 

Gentlemen, 

Permit  me  to  plead  the  privilege  offered  in  the  Preface  to  yotir  Firft  Volume* 
of  remaining,  if  a writer  pleafes,  concealed. 

Your  fecretary  is  informed  to  whom  he  may  apply,  if  any  of  the  faCts  are  dif- 
puted.  I am,  &c. 

I Know  not  of  any  writer  who  has  given  himfelf  the  trouble  to  acquaint 
young  practitioners  with  a complaint  that  frequently  occurs,  is  very  trou- 
blefome,  may  eafily  be  miftaken,  and  the  miftake  be  productive  of  very  ferious 
.confequences  to  the  fufferer. 

You  who  praCtife  in  the  metropolis,  by  daily  conference  with  one  another, 
learn  many  things  cafually,  as  it  were,  of  much  importance  to  yourfelves  and 
to  others,  that  make  their  way  more  flowly  to  the  country. 

It  is  known,  that  from  many  caufes,  from  the  ufe  of  the  bark  efpecially,  it 
happens,  fuch  quantities  of  hardened  faces  are  fometimes  collected  in  the  rec- 
tum, as  nature,  without  afliftance,  is  unable  to  expel.  Many  fuch  inftances 
have  occurred  to  me  in  the  courfe  of  a moderate  fhare  of  bufinefs;  and  I 
doubt  not,  many  more  to  you,  Gentlemen,  who  feem  to  take  the  lead  fo  hap- 
pily in  practice,  as  well  as  in  a difpofition  to  communicate  the  refult  of  your 
extenhve  experience. 

I jfhall  relate  one  fingle  cafe  particularly,  as  fome  ufeful  hints  may  be  col- 
lected from  it,  as  well  as  from  fome  other  cafes  of  the  like  tendency,  fuffi- 
cient,  I hope;  to  lead  the  young  practitioner  into  a method  of  diftinguifhing 
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this  diforder  from  others,  which,  though  in  fome  appearances  the  fame,  are 
diametrically  oppofite. 

Not  long  fince  I was  defired  to  vifit  an  elderly  gentleman,  labouring,  as  it 
Was  fiippofed,  under  an  obftinate  diarrhoea.  He  was  in  the  country,  under  the 
care  of  a very  fenfible  and  experienced  apothecary,  who,  from  the  patient’s  and 
attendants  complaints  and  informations,  was  induced  to  believe  it  a diarrhoea > 
and  had  treated  it  as  fuch,  in  a very  proper  manner. 

The  gentleman  had  very  frequent  motions  to  ftool,  and  the  motions  ex- 
tremely urgent,  Some  thin  excrement  was  always  difcharged  on  thefe  occa- 
fons  : the  pains  gradually  leflened  for  a time,  and  then  returned  with  the  like 
violence  and  the  fame  effedts. 

Rhubarb,  teftacea,  demulcents,  anodynes,  had  been  occafionally  given  but 
the  diforder  ftill  continued,  and  the  pains  and  difcharges,  though  rather  lefs 
frequent,  feemed  to  be  more  violent.  From  the  violence  of  thefe  returns,  I 
began  to  fufpeft  they  proceeded  from  fome  obftrudtion  in  the  re  Slum.  The 
pains  were  previous  to  the  difcharge ; a tenejmus  always  fucceeds  it.  On  en- 
quiry, I found  my  patient  was  always  difpofed  to  be  coftive ; that  he  had  been 
fo  many  days  preceding  this  difeafe ; that  he  had  not  pafied  a figured  ftool  of 
a fortnight : I guefted  therefore,  that  the  difcharge  of  thin  excrement-  was 
forced  by  the  painful  throws,  paft  the  obftrudting  collection. 

I requefted  the  apothecary’s  fervant,  who  was  in  waiting,  to  dip  his  finger  in 
oil,  introduce  it  into  the  redlum , and  try  to  difcover  if  my  fufpicions  were 
well-founded  and  if  they  were,  to  endeavour  to  break  the  hardened  Jcybala , 
and  bring  them  away,  either  by  his  finger,  or  a narrow  fpoon,  the  belt  inftru- 
ment  we  could  then  find. 

It  proved  as  I had  fufpeCied,  and  the  young  man  performed  his  part  fo  well 
as  to  bring  away  a very  large  lump  of  hardened  fceces , which  could  not  by  any 
other  means  have  been  difcharged.  Emollient  clyfters,  and  oily  relaxing 
draughts,  foon  brought  away  the  reft,  and  our  patient  was  effectually  relieved 
from  that  moment. 

Another  cafe,  not  altogether  diflimilar,  may  be  worth  mentioning.  I was 
defired  to  vifit  a gentlewoman  near  fixty  years  of  age,  of  a conftitution  rather 
plethoric,  and,  to  appearance,  healthy,  except  from  the  effeCts  of  the  prefent 
incfifpofition.  She  complained  of  very  fharp,  but  intermitting  pains  of  all  the 
parts  about  the  pelvis.  She  compared  them  to  labour-pains  in  refpeCt  of  vio- 
lence, but  of  longer  duration ; juft,  Ihe  faid,  as  if  the  womb,  bladder,  and  all 
within  her,  wrere  forcing  outwards : every  half  hour  almoft  they  returned,  and 
had  fo  continued  near  a month  before  I was  called  to  her. 

An  ingenious  apothecary,  converfant  in  midwifery,  had  fufpeCted  that  fome 
hardened  fceces  in  the  redtum  increafed  the  malady,  if  they  were  not  the  foie 
caufe  of  it.  He  was  permitted  to  examine ; but,  by  introducing  the  finger  as 
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"high  as  poffible,  he  could  difcover  nothing  of  this  kind,  but  found  the  uterus 
much  enlarged  and  very  hard,  comprefiing  the  reBum  in  fuch  a manner  as  to 
prevent  any  thing  but  what  was  in  a very  liquid  Hate  from  paffing,  and  fuch 
kind  of  liquid  ftools  were  difcharged  very  frequently,  fo  as  to  imitate  a ge- 
nuine diarrhoea. 

The  uterus , when  examined,  was  exquifitely  painful  to  the  touch.  The 
■atrine  was  difcharged  with  much  difficulty,  owing,  as  it  was  fuppofed,  to  the 
increafed  bulk  of  the  utdms.- 

Upon  enquiry,  I found  the  kind  of  pain  Was  fuch  as  is  above  defcribed. 
That  the  ftools  were  always  liquid,  and  thefe  only  forced  away  by  pretty  active 
-purgatives,  gentle  ones  having  no  effect,  which  never  failed,  at  the  fame  time, 
to  increafe  thefe  forcing  pains  immoderately.  This  had  rendered  the  ufe  of 
anodynes  neceffary  at  night,  to  allay  the  irritation  produced  by  the  purga- 
tives. 

Though  from  the  account  given  me,  there  was  much  reafon  to  apprehend 
the  uterus  was  in  a very  morbid  (late,  probably  verging  to  a cancer,  as  feemed 
afterwards  to  be  more  evidently  the  cafe  ; yet  that  fome  hard  faeces  might  be 
one  caule  of  the  prefent  pain,  feemed  to  me  not  improbable. 

The  apothecary,  at  my  requeft,  examined  the  reBum  again  with  his  finger , 
but  found  no  faeces.  He  then  introduced  a fmall  tallow  candle,  and  puffied  it 
gently  paft  the  compreffed  part.  Upon  drawing  it  out,  he  obferved  fome  ex- 
crement flicking  to  it.  This  induced  him  to  pafs  it  again  to  the  obftruding 
place,  and,  by  degrees,  he  diflodged  a very  large  mafs  of  hardened  excrement, 
which  fell  into  the  reBum , and  being  there  broke  with  the  finger  and  the  fcoop, 
was  extracted.  An  emollient  clyfler  brought  away  the  reft,  and  lhe  now  com- 
plained of  nothing  but  fatigue  and  forenefs. 

Gentle  laxatives  now  took  effed,  and  her  fufferings  were  greatly  dimi- 
nifhed.  Thofe  arifing  from  the  morbid  uterus , neverthelefs,  continued,  as  I 
was  informed  afterwards. 

An  opinion  that  purgative,  or  even  laxative  medicines  deftroy,  or,  in  fome 
degree,  fruftrate  the  efficacy  of  the  bark,  has  contributed  not  a little  to  pro- 
duce many  troublefome  accidents  of  this  kind : for,  as  a large  quantity  of  bark 
is  generally  ufed  in  the  cure  of  an  ague,  and  as  the  bark  is  indiffoluble  in  the 
ftomach  and  bowels,  it  eafily  unites  with  the  faeces , and  forms  with  them  fuch 
large,  hard,  compad  fcybala , as  can  by  no  means  pafs  the  JphinBer  ani,  without 
exquifite  pain  and  difficulty,  and  fometimes  not  without  the  aid  of  inftru- 
ments. 

When  this  is  the  cafe,  the  patient  complains  of  excruciating  forcing  pains 
about  the  anus ; but  remitting.  Some  thin  excrement  is  difcharged,  and  the 
pain  abates.  A frefn  fpafmodic  effort  follows,  and  with  the  like  fuccefs.  It  is 
a kind  of  fpontaneous  fpafm  of  all  the  parts  in,  or  conneded  immediately  with 
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the  petmSy  for  the  exclufion  of  this  irritating  fubftance.  Should  fuch  a thin- 
difcharge,  attended  with  pain,  lead  any  one  to  fuppofe  it  a diarrhaa,  and,  in 
confequence  of  fuch  a fuppofition,  treat  it  with  aftringents  and  opiates,  it  is 
evident  that  greater  mifehief  would  enfue.. 

Should  the  defcription  given  by  the  patient,  and  the  preceding  circum- 
fiances  of  the  cafe,  induce  one  to  doubt  whether  the  difeafe  is  owing  to  con- 
flipation,  a trial  attended  with  no  danger*  and,  in  moll  cafes,,  with  little  diffi- 
culty, will  loon  clear  up  the  matter.  If  the  pain  rernits,  and  returns  with  vio- 
lence after  a ffiort  remiffion,  and  the  patient  has  either  taken  the  bark,  or 
been  long  collive,  there  is  reafon  to-  apprehend  the  complaints  are  the  confe- 
quences  of  conftipation,  and  can  probably  be  relieved  by  no  other  means  fo 
fafely  and  fpeedily,.  as  by  manual  operation. 

But  it  appears,  that  a fearch  with  the  finger  only,  is  not  in  all  cafes  fuffi- 
eient  : the  lodgment  may  be  above  its  reach.  A fmall  tallow  candle  may.  be 
pafled  fo  far  as  to  put  the  affair  out  of  doubt,  and  Ihould  be  recommended, 
where,  from  concurrent  evidence,  fuch  a lodgment  is  fufpetted,. 
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SOME  REMARKS 

ON  THE 

BILLS  of  MORTALITY  in  LONDON > 

WITH 

Ara  ACCOUNT  of  a late  Attempt  to  eftablilh  air 
ANNUAL  BILL  for  this  Nation*. 
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To  the  Medical  Society. 


December  jo,  1768". 

Gentlemen, 

THE  clerk  of  theparilh  in  which  I refide,  having  left  at  my  houfe,  the 
other  day,  the  yearly  bill  of  mortality  for  London,  I perufed  it  imme- 
diately with  fome  attention. 

If  the  following  hiftory  and  refledions  relative  to  this  fubjed,  fall  within  the 
compafs  of  your  defign,,  you  may  publilh  them  if  you  pleafe : and  although 
they  come  from  a namelefs  writer,  you  may  be  fatisfied  of  the  truth  of  the 
fads,  by  applying  to  your  fecretary,  who  will  be  informed  from  whom  he  re- 
ceived this  communication. 

About  the  year  1754,  a phylician  in  the  city,  who  had  for  fome  time  em- 
ployed a part  of  his  time  in  obferving  the  ftate  of  the  weather,  the  conco- 
mitant difeafes,  and  taken  fome  account  of  the  weekly  bills,  applied  to  the 
Company  of  Parilh-clerks  in  London,  and  acquainted  them,  that  to  his  certain 
knowledge,  their  weekly  bills  were  defedive  in  many  refpedsj  that  the  lift  of 
difeafes  was  a very  injudicious  one ; that  their  prefent  labours,  therefore,  an- 
fwered  very  little  ufeful  purpofe,  either  to  themfelves  or  the  community  : 
however,  that  it  feemed  pradicable  to  form  a plan  that  would  alike  conduce  to 

• Medical  Obfervations  and  Inquiries,  vol.  iv,  p.  214,. 
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the  advantage  of  their  Company,  and  to  the  inhered;  and  fati?fadion  of  the  na* 
tion  in  general. 

A memorial  on  this  fubjed  was  delivered  to  the  Company  in  form,  fetting 
forth  the  particular  benefits  hence  to  be  expeded,  That  in  refped  to  medi- 
cine, the  increafe  or  decreafe  of  certain  difeafes,  at  different  times  and  places, 
would  be  both  afcertained,  not  only  in  this  city,  blit  throughout  the  king- 
dom ; from  whence  much  benefit  might  be  derived  to  the  art  of  healing,  as 
well  as  to  the  public. 

That  the  increafe  or  decreafe  of  the  people  in  general  would  be  afcer- 
tained  ; in  time  likewife  their  numbers. 

That  the  increafe  of  vice  or  virtue  might  alfo  be  traced,  by  obferving  what 
proportion  the  difeafes  proceeding  from  intemperance  annually  bore  to  the 
reft;  and  likewife  in  what  particular  places  this  was  obfervable. 

That  the  firmed:  bans  of  political  arithmetic  might  be  raifed  on  thjs  foun- 
dation ; and  that  a work  of  extreme  utility,  on  fo  many  accounts,  could  not 
but  redound  to  the  benefit  of  thofe  who  had  the  eondud  of  it. 

The  Company,  on  confidering  the  affair,  thought  the  propofal  of  fo  much 
confequence,  as  to  apply  to  parliament  for  powers  fufficient  to  carry  this  defign 
into  execution. 

The  bafis  of  this  plan  was,  that  not  only  the  parifhes  within  the  bills  of 
mortality,  but  all  the  parifhes  in  England,  fhould  be  obliged  to  keep  exad 
regifters  of  births,  burials,  and  marriages,  inftead  of  chrijlenings  and  burials 
only,  as  the  bills  are  at  prefent.  And  that  from  the  feveral  parifh  regifters,  an 
annual  regifter  fhould  be  formed  in  each  county,  and  tranfmitted  to  the  eapk 
tal,  early  enough  to  be  incorporated  into  one  general  bill. 

In  order  to  render  that  part  of  this  account  which  related  to  difeafes  more 
advantageous,  fgme  phyftcians  of  eminence  met  together,  and  attentively  con- 
fidered  the  prefent  lift  of  diftempers,  rejected  all  fynonymous  and  obfolete 
terms,  and  propofed  to  give  fuch  an  explanation  of  thofe  that  were  retained,  as 
might  enable  thofe  whoie  duty  it  might  become  to  make  report,  to  do  it  with 
much  more  precifion  than  it  has  been  done  hitherto, 

The  affair  was  brought  into  parliament,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be 
printed,  and  feemed  to  be  in  a way  to  pafs  very  favourably. 

Unfortunately,  however,  the  gentleman  * who  undertook  the  eondud  of  this 
affair  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  infifted  on  a claufe  being  inferted  in  the 
bill  which  totally  overthrew  the  defign,  and  was  die  principal  caufe  of  its  being 
rejeded  bya  great  majority, 

One  motive  that  was  urged  by  thofe  who  were  friends  to  the  bill  was,  that  it 
would  furnifh  the  moft  perfed  bafis  yet  extant  for  political  calculations  re- 
fpeding  infuranees  on  lives,  and  other  circumftances  of  apparent  utility, 

* The  late  Thomas  Potter,  Efcj. 
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It  was  evident,  that  could  the  number  of  people  be  known,  the  foundation 
of  fuch  computations  would  be  laid  more  fpeedily  and  certainly. 

This  induced  the  gentleman  above  mentioned,  to  infill  on  a claufe  for  num- 
bering the  people  of  both  fexes  and  all  ages,  before  the  ad  took  place.  Thofe 
who  were  not  the  friends  of  adminiftration  at  that  time,  laid  hold  of  this 
claufe  i and  nothing  but  the  fin  of  David  was  heard  of,  till  the  bill  was  laid 
afide. 

All  this,  perhaps,  you  will  fay,  is  little  to  the  purpofe  of  medical  know- 
ledge ; but  indulge  me  a few  moments  longer,  and  fhould  you  ftill  be  of  the 
fame  opinion,  I lhall  ceafe  to  urge  your  admitting  thefe  remarks. 

I know  of  nothing  that  would  more  effeCtu ally  conduce  to  ftate  the  different 
degrees  of  healthinefs  or  unhealthinefs  in  the  different  parts  of  this  nation  fo 
clearly,  as  a proper  bill  of  mortality 3 nor  fuggeft  the  neceffity,  nor  perhaps 
the  means  of  fecuring  the  firfl,  or  preventing  the  latter.  The  records  of  the 
feafons,  in  refpeCt  to  heat  and  cold,  drynefs  and  moifture,  made  by  ingenious 
men  in  different  parts  of  the  kingdom,  compared  with  fuch  annual  bills, 
would  afford  many  ufeful  reflections  to  the  faculty,  much  benefit  to  the  com- 
munity in  general. 

I have,  therefore,  thought  it  not  improper  to  relate  what  fteps  have  been 
taken  in  this  affair,  and  by  what  means  they  were  rendered  ineffectual. 
Another  feafon  may  be  more  propitious 3 and  fhould  you,  gentlemen,  approve 
the  plan,  your  opinion,  and  afliftance,  I am  perfuaded,  would  infure  fuccefs. 

Perhaps  it  will  excite  you  the  more  readily  to  embark  in  this  affair,  when 
you  recolleCt,  that  our  country  fuffers  much  in  the  efteem  of  foreigners  by  a 
grievous  negleCt  in  compofmg  the  prefent  bills  of  mortality.  If  you  will 
pleafe  to  caft  an  eye  upon  the  article  of  confumption  in  the  yearly  bill,  you  will 
perceive,  that  in  the  prefent  year,  no  lefs  than  4,379  out  of  23,639  are  faid  to 
have  died  of  this  difeafe.  From  whence  foreigners  conclude,  that  the  climate 
is  fo  much  difpofed  to  produce  confumptions,  that  it  may  juftly  be  called  un- 
healthy 3 a charaCler  it  by  no  means  deferves. 

You  know  that  thefe  bills  are  framed  from  the  reports  of  common  fearchers 
appointed  to  view  the  dead  bodies,  in  order  to  prevent  the  concealment  of 
violence.  Thefe  fearchers  are,  for  the  moft  part,  ignorant  poor  women,  who, 
if  they  fee  the  body  emaciated,  immediately  enter  it  in  their  report  as  con- 
fumption. I need  not  inform  you,  how  many  chronic  as  well  as  long- 
continued  acute  difeafes,  in  which  the  lungs  are  no  otherwife  affeCted  than  as 
fuffering  with  all  the  other  parts,  wafte  the  whole  frame,  and  bring  it  to  the 
fame  ftate  as  thofe  who  died  tabid 3 but  thefe  ought  not  to  be  ranked  under 
confumptions,  but  under  the  feveral  heads  to  which  they  belong. 

It  was  intended,  among  other  falutary  attempts,  to  refcue  our  country  from 
thefe  unjuft  imputations,  and  to  vindicate  its  character  from  the  effeCts  of  ig- 
norance 


296  Some  Remarks  on  the  Bills  of  Mortality  in  bondon. 

norance  and  inattention.  That  many  die  of  confumptions  ;s  moft  certain  * 
but  by  no  means  in  the  proportion  alledged  by  thefe  erroneous  accounts* 
Perhaps  the  real  number  of  thofe  who  die  of  the  genuine  phthifis  pulmonalis , 
would  not  amount  to  a third  part  of  the  fum,  oppofite  to  the  article  of  con- 
fumptions. I have  been  prefent  where  the  reports  of  feme  of  thefe  common 
fearchers  have  been  produced,  and  know,  that  perfons  who  have  died  of  mere 
old  age,  have  been  reported  confumptions.  Children,  wafted  by  glandular  dif- 
eafes,  without  the  leait  fymptom  of  a pulmonary  affedtion,  have  been  placed 
in  the  fame  catalogue,  and  others  yet  ftill  more  remote^  from  a genuine  co.n- 
fumption,  have  been  added  to  the  lift, 

Thefe  remarks,  I acknowledge,  do  not  diredly  tend  to  the  cure  of  any  dif- 
eafe,  your  immediate  object  ; yet,  as  your  obfervations,  I find,  are  in  the  hands 
of  many  learned  men  abroad,  thefe  hints  may  tend  to  correff  an  error  relating 
to  the  hiftory  of  our  climate,  which  has  to  our  coft  been  received,  if  I am  not 
■mifinformed,  by  many  ingenious  foreigners,  and  propagated  in  their  writing?' 
.to  our  difadyaotage, 
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R E M A R K S 

ON  THE  USE  OF 

BALSAMS  in  the  Cure  of  CONSUMPTIONS  *. 


To  the  Medical  Society  in  London. 

Gentlemen, 

SO  much  has  already  been  faid  by  different  Authors  on  the  fubjeCt  of  con- 
fumptions,  and  the  hiftory,  progrefs,  and  ufual  methods  of  treatment,  are 
fo  well  known,  that  it  may  feem  almoft  prefumption  to  offer  any  remarks  to 
you  upon  this  difeafe.  And  indeed  fome  apology  may  be  neceffary,  when  I 
acquaint  you,  that  I have  no  new  method  of  cure  to  propofe,  nothing,  I fear, 
that  will  conduce  more  effectually  to  the  relief  of  this  diftemper,  than  the  re- 
medies you  are  already  acquainted  with.  My  view  in  fubmitting  thefe  re- 
marks to  your  confideration,  and,  if  not  difapproved  by  you,  to  the  public, 
chiefly  aims  at  preventing  inconveniences  that  may  arife  to  confumptive  pa- 
tients by  the  ufe  of  fome  medicines  vulgarly  applied  to  the  cure  of  pulmonary 
difeafes,  and  which,  under  certain  circumftances,  are  not  only  unfuitable,  but 
frequently  injurious. 

An  idea  that  all  balfams  are  healing,  and  that  in  all  ulcers,  not  excepting 
thofe  of  the  lungs,  they  are  indicated,  has  fo  greatly  prevailed,  that  to  doubt 
of  its  propriety,  would  feem  to  betray  a want  of  phyfical  knowledge.  Yet  I 
cannot  but  fufpeCt,  nay,  more  than  fufpeCt,  that  this  idea  has  been  the  means 
of  precipitating  too  many  of  thefe  unhappy  invalids  prematurely  to  their 
grave. 

The  term  bdfamic>  I own,  includes  a vaft  variety  of  different  fubftances. 
A folution  of  /perm a ceti , nay,  fometimes  oil  mixed  with  water  by  the  means 
of  a mucilage,  is  ltiled  by  fome  a balfamic,  as  well  as  a folution  of  balfam  of 

* Medical  Observations  and  Inquiries,  vol.  iv.  p.  231.  Read  Odtober  16, 
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Peru,  Copaivi,  olibanum,  and  other  heating  refinous  bodies  : but  there  is  a 
- vaft  difference  between  thefe.  The  former,  if  free  from  rancidity,  are  pro- 
perly emulfions,  and  antacrid.  The  latter  are  literally  balfamics,  all  of  which 
are  more  or  lefs  pungent  and  acrimonious.  Let  us  juft  take  a view  of  the 
principal  articles  of  this  kind  in  the  Materia  Medica,  as  they  are  ranged  in  the 
Pharmacopeia.  They  are  chiefly  the  following:  Balfamum  Copaiva,--Peruvi- 
anum,— Point  anum,-—benzoinum,-—gummi  ammoniacum,— tnyrrha, —olibanum, 
opobaljamum,  —Jlyrax,  ---  terebinthina.  The  officinal  preparations  are,  balfa- 
mum  Locatelli,—fulphuris, — terebinthina, — traumaticum.  Some  others  I mav 
perhaps  have  overlooked,  but,  excepting  the  guaiacum,  mafiiche,  and  balfamum 
guaiacinum,  I think  I have  feen,  at  one  time  or  other,  all  the  reft  made  ufe  of, 
and  in  full  dofes,  in  the  cure  of  confumptive  difeafes,  where,  if  it  was  not 
evident,  there  was  at  leaft  ftrong  realon  to  fulpedt  the  lungs  were  ulcerated. 

For  the  fenfible  qualities  of  thefe  fubftances,  I fhall  appeal  to  Dr.  Lewis’s 
Hiftory  of  the  Materia  Medica , and  to  the  fubftances  themfelves,  and  from 
thence  endeavour  to  point  out  the  effedfts  they  are  moft  likely  to  produce  on 
the  human  body. 

Balfamum  Copai-va,  fays  Dr.  Lewis,  has  a bitterifh  biting  tafte,  not  very  in- 
tenfe,  but  durable  in  the  mouth  ; and  quotes  Fuller  as  afferting  it  to  be  mani- 
feftly  warm  and  bitter;  and  that  it  purges  when  taken  in  a large  dofe,  viz. 
two  or  three  drachms.  This  medicine,  however.  Fuller  recommends  in  dry 
deep  coughs,  coughing  up  of  blood  and  pus. 

Balfamum  Peruviamm , of  a very  hot  pungent  tafte  : it  is  one  of  the  hotteft 
of  the  natural  balfams. 

Balfamum  Polutanum  has  an  agreeable  warm  fweetifh  tafte,  very  (lightly  pun- 
gent, and  not  accompanied,  like  that  of  moft  of  the  other  balfams,  with  any 
naufeous  relifh. 

Benzoin  has  very  little  tafte,  impreffing  on  the  palate  only  a flight  fweetnefs  : 
it  imparts  by  digeftion  to  water,  a flight  pungency. 

Ammcniacum  has  a naufeous  fweetifh  tafte,  which  is  followed  by  a bitter  one. 

Myrrha-,  a lightly  pungent,  and  very  bitter  tafte;  naufeous  on  the  palate. 

Olibanum ; a bitterifh  and  fomewhat  pungent  tafte. 

Opobalfamum  -,  a bitter,  acrid,  aftringent  tafte. 

Styrax ; of  a mild  tafte,  of  no  great  heat  or  pungency. 

Perebinthina  Chia ; of  a warm  pungent  bitterifh  tafte.  — All  the  turpentines 
are  hot,  ftimulating  corroborants  or  detergents.  So  far  Dr.  Lewis. 

Balfamum  Locatelli  is  compofed  of  oil,  two  parts ; turpentine  and  wax,  each 
one  part:  it  participates  therefore  of  the  qualities  of  the  turpentine  increafed 
by  heat.  The  red  fanders  only  give  it  colour,  and  fome  little  fmell. 

Balfamum  fulphuris  is  a pungent  acrimonious  liquor,  if  made  from  fulphur 

only ; 


On  the  Ufe  of  Balfams  in  the  Cure  of  Confumptions.  299 

only;,  but  when  it  is  made  either  with  oil  of  anife-feeds  or  turpentine,  the  heat 
and  acrimony  are  much  increafed. 

Balfamwm  traumaticum  is  a tinflure  of  benzoin , Jlyrax , baljam  of  T'olu,  and 
Jocotorine  aloes  in  fpirits  of  wine.  From  the  nature  of  the  ingredients  and  the 
menfiruum,  it  is  evidently  heating. 

An  opinion  feems  to  have  prevailed  amongft  mankind  universally,  that  thefe 
kinds  of  gummi-refmous  fubftances  applied  externally,  promoted  the  healing 
of  wounds  and  ulcers  without  exception.  They  early  found,  that  it  was  necef- 
fary,  in  order  to  heal,  to  defend  the  parts  affeifted  from  the  external  air ; that 
the  juices  of  plants  alone,  were  infufficient  to  form  a plaftic  body;  that  unctu- 
ous applications  eaflly  melted ; but  that  thefe  tenacious  yet  pliant  bodies  af- 
forded the  moll  lading  defence.  By  degrees  they  apprehended  that  each  bal- 
fam  was  endued  with  diftinft  properties.  Hence  they  began  to  form  nume- 
rous compofitions,  plaiters,  balfams,  ointments,  without  end ; which  a more 
enlightened  furgery  has  at  length  greatly  diminilhed. 

Remedies  which  appeared  to  a did  in  healing  wounds  externally,  were  foon 
apprehended  to  have  fimilar  effetfts  internally  adminidered,  in  difeafes  proceed- 
ing from,  or  attended  with  ulcerations,  or  in  wounds  of  any  internal  parts  : 
and  this  apprehenfion  feems  to  have  introduced  thefe  and  many  other  fub- 
ftances, fuppofed  to  be  poflefied  of  balfamic  qualities,  into  the  train  of  phthi- 
fical  remedies,  in  all  degtees  and  all  conditions  of  the  diftemper.  That  this  is 
the  fad,  I doubt  not  but  you  are,  from  your  own  obfervations,  very  fully  con- 
vinced. 

It  will  be  neceflary  to  examine  with  what  propriety  thefe  ideas  have  been 
adopted.  Let  11s  begin  with  obferving  what  effeds  thefe  medicines  have  when 
applied  externally;  trace  them  cautioufly  in  internal  application;  and  then 
endeavour  to  judge  impartially  of  their  real  virtues. 

Balfamics  and  vulneraries  are  nearly  allied,  in  our  conceptions  of  thefe  bo- 
dies. Subftances  that  warm  and  ftimulate  the  folids,  and  prevent  a tendency 
to  putrefcency  in  the  juices.  A little  heat,  fome  fmall  ftypticity,  fomething 
agglutinant,  mull  all  concur.  And  thefe  are  moftly  united  in  the  balfams  ; 
fome  containing  more,  fome  lefs,  of  thefe  refpedive  properties. 

If,  in  an  inflamed  ftate  of  an  ulcer,  in  a young  and  vigorous  conftitution,  a 
warm  ftimulating  gummy-refin  is  applied,  pain,  heat,  inflammation  will  enfue, 
fluxion  to  the  pained  part  will  be  great,  a very  conftderable  difcharge  will  fol- 
low, conflfting  of  the  juices  emitted  from  the  wounded  veflels,  and  the  veflels 
themfelves  diflolved  by  heat  and  putrefcence.  If  thefe  are  exceflive,  the  de- 
triment to  the  flck  will  be  in  proportion  to  the  degree  of  the  difcharge  and 
the  part  aftefted.  The  fame  medicines  applied  to  a cold,  ferous,  phlegmatical 
habit,  in  an  advanced  age,  will  be  juft  fufficient  perhaps  to  produce  fuch  ef- 
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fedts  as  would  be  deemed  perfectly  falutary ; that  is,  bring  on  a proper  digef- 
tion,  the  foundation  of  a perfedt  cure. 

In  properly  tempering  the  heat  and  ftimulating  qualities  of  balfamic  applica- 
tions, and  adjufting  them  to  the  age,  habit,  and  qualities  of  the  patient,  con- 
fifts  no  fmall  part  of  the  fkill  neceflfary  in  this  part  of  furgery;  as  I believe  will 
be  allowed  by  the  moft  experienced  of  that  faculty. 

Suppofing  that  thefe  remedies  have  fimilar  effedts  when  internally  exhibited, 
what  are  phyficians  to  expedt  from  medicines  endued  with  thefe  properties  in 
ulcerations  of  the  lungs  ? 

If  they  may  be  fuppofed  to  pafs  the  ftomach,  and  other  offices  of  digeftion, 
unaltered,  will  they  not  produce  the  like  effedts  ? Certainly  they  will.  They 
will  Simulate ; and  this,  in  a great  degree,  in  proportion  to  their  fenfible  qua- 
lities : for  we  know  of  very  few  fubftances  that  difcover  much  adlivity  on  the 
organs  of  fmell  and  tafte,  which  do  not  quicken  the  pulfe ; and  whatever 
quickens  the  pulfe,  occafions  a quicker  tranfit  of  the  blood  through  the  lungs  i 
and  confequently,  the  motion  of  this  organ  is  more  frequently  reiterated. 

If  the  medicine  can  be  fuppofed  to  have  any  fpecific  effedt  on  the  difeafed 
part,  it  muft  be  to  produce  the  effedts  already  enumerated.  If  the  fubjedt  is 
young  and  vigorous,  the  difcharge  of  fluids,  and  diflolution  of  the  folids,  will 
be  in  proportion  to  the  adlivity  and  heat  of  the  medicine,  and  the  tempera- 
ment of  the  fufferer. 

I am  not  more  averfe  to  fpeculative  difquifitions,  which  have  only  for  their 
objedt  the  eftabliftiment  of  an  opinion,  than  you  are.  But  I perfuade  myfelf 
you  will  have  patience  with  me  in  thefe  refearches.  It  requires  perhaps  much 
more  abilities  than  I am  mafter  of,  to  eradicate  even  a trifling  error  once  re- 
ceived : but  this  I think  of  fome  magnitude. 

It  feems  not  improbable,  but  that  an  opinion  of  fome  healing  qualities  refi- 
dent  in  this  clafs  of  medicines,  may  have  been  ftrongly  imprefled  on  the  minds 
of  many  perfons  who  pradtife  phyfic,  from  the  injudicious  encomiums  given 
of  many  fuch  kind  of  drugs  and  compofitions,  by  fome  of  the  Difpenfatory 
writers.  Fuller’s  commendation  of  the  balfam  of  Copaivi  in  fuch  a tendency 
to  inflammation,  as  muft  certainly  accompany  a dry  deep  cough,  or  coughing 
up  of  blood  and  pus,  muft  undoubtedly  have  made  fuch  impreffions,  and  may 
ferve  as  one  inftance,  among  many  others  that  might  be  adduced,  of  the  dan- 
gerous tendency  of  indifcriminate  praife.  I do  not  produce  this  inftance  of 
Fuller’s  mentioned  by  Dr.  Lewis,  as  including  this  gentleman  in  the  cenfure. 
Dr.  Lewis  produces  it  only  as  Fuller’s  dodtrine,  which  moft  certainly  deferves 
reprehenfion ; as  a medicine  fo  pungent  and  heating  cannot  be  fuppofed  fafe, 
much  lefs  beneficial,  in  a difcafe  that  requires  a very  different  treatment. 

From  an  attentive  confideration  of  the  manner  in  which  this  clafs  of  medi- 
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cines  has  probably  been  introduced  into  the  cure  of  pulmonary  difeafes,  it 
feems  to  me,  that  an  opinion  of  their  virtues  and  efficacy  in  healing  external 
wounds  and  ulcers,  opened  a way  for  their  admiflion  internally  for  fimilar  pur- 
pofes ; but  how  well  or  ill  this  opinion  is  founded,  that  medicines  capable  of 
heating,  ftimulating,  quickening  the  pulfe,  are  likely  to  abate  heat,  and  leffen 
irritation,  upon  which  the  healing  of  all  internal  ulcers  greatly  depends,  I 
think  will  appear  from  the  preceding  remarks. 

And  if  we  take  a concife  view  of  the  rife  and  progrefs  of  the  phthifis  pulmo- 
nalis , we  fhall  perhaps  be  more  confirmed  in  our  fentiments,  that  all  medi- 
cines pofleflfed  of  heating  ftimulating  qualities,  are  in  general  improper  in  the 
treatment  of  it. 

This  difeafe,  for  the  moft  part,  takes  its  rife  from  fome  accidental  cold  oc- 
cafioning  a cough.  This  cough  negledted,  by  its  frequency  and  force  con- 
firms the  inflammatory  tendency  that  firft  feized  fome  particular  point  of  the 
lungs.  Thefe  fymptoms  being  neither  attended  with  pain,  much  fever,  or  lofs 
of  appetite  or  ftrength  at  firft,  are  ftill  farther  negledted,  till  by  their  vio- 
lence, fome  portion  of  the  lungs  is  fo  far  affedted,  as  to  become  unfit  for  the 
ufe  of  circulation  ; the  inflamed  veftels  being  either  diflfolved  into  pus,  or  form  - 
ing with  the  juices  they  contain  a Jchirrhus , or  other  immoveable  obftruc- 
tion. 

If  this  obftrudtion  is  fmall,  perhaps  it  remains  without  much  increafe,  if 
proper  care  is  taken,  during  the  patient’s  life.  If  it  is  large,  and  a confide- 
rable  portion  of  the  lungs  is  affedted,  the  difeafe  is  every  moment  increafed, 
whether  it  be  inflammation  tending  to  fuppuration,  or  to  form  a fchirrhous 
hardnefs,  and  thereby  rendering  a portion  of  the  lungs  impervious : for  as  the 
fame  quantity  of  blood  muft  neceflarily  pafs  through  the  lungs,  now  a part  is 
obftrudted,  as  was  v/ont  to  do  in  time  of  health  through  the  whole,  it  is  eafy  to 
conceive,  that  the  adlion  and  readtion  of  the  fluids  and  folids  muft  be  increafed 
more  than  confifts  with  the  fafety  of  this  organ  j and  this  in  proportion  to  the 
extent  and  fituation  of  the  part  affedted. 

And  hence  in  part  proceed  thofe  fluffiings  in  the  cheeks,  that  heat  in  the 
palms  of  the  hands,  or  feet,  or  both,  which  are  generally  perceptible  in  con- 
fumptive  perfons,  in  the  early  periods  of  this  diftemper ; and  which  accom- 
pany them  throughout,  only  as  they  feem  at  length  obliterated  by  more  grie- 
vous fufferings. 

I omit  to  take  notice  of  the  many  other  caufes  that  produce  confumptions  : 
for  when  once  a iingle  point  of  the  lungs  is  obftrudted,  or  the  fmalleft  ulcer 
formed,  the  difeafe  becomes  alike  formidable,  the  age  and  habit  of  the  pa- 
tient, and  the  degree  of  inflammation  or  ulceration  being  the  fame,  whatever 
may  be  the  caufe. 

If  then,  from  the  firft  beginning  of  this  difeafe  to  its  conclufion,  the  momen- 
tum of  the  blood  in  the  lungs  becomes  greater  in  proportion  to  the  obftruc- 
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tion,  and  that  the  effect  of  this  increafed  momentum  is  an  increafe  of  the  ob- 
ftrudtion ; and  as  the  medicines  above  mentioned  have  a tendency,  fome  more 
fome  lefs,  according  to  their  different  degrees  of  a&ivity,  to  increafe  this  mo- 
mentum, ought  we  not  to  be  extremely  diffident  in  applying  them  in  fuch 
cafes,  by  whatever  authority  they  are  recommended  ? 

Perhaps  it  will  be  alledged,  that  Balfams,  in  certain  ftages  of  this  difeafe, 
efpecially  where  there  is  a manifeft  ulceration,  and  great  quantities  of  pus  are 
formed,  mufl  be  of  ufe  as  antifeptics.'  I will  not  deny  but  they  may  be  pof- 
feffied  of  this  property,  as  moft  heating  aromatics  and  bitters  feem  to  be.  But 
fuppofing  the  whole  of  this  antifeptic  efficacy  could  be  conveyed  unimpaired 
to  the  part  affedted,  through  all  the  changes  they  are  liable  to  in  the  courfe  of 
digeftion,  flill  they  would  be  adtive  ftimulants ; and,  whatever  effedt  they 
might  have  on  the  juices,  would  ftimuiate  the  folids  to  more  frequent  and 
injurious  contractions. 

It  is  moft  probable,  however,  that  much  of  this  heating  quality  is  expended 
before  it  reaches  the  part  affedted ; whilft  it  is  evident,  that  moft,  if  not  all 
the  ftimulating  tribe  of  medicines,  whatever  effedt  they  produce  on  certain 
parts,  as  the  eantharides  on  the  urinary  paffages ; yet  exert  a part  of  their  adtive 
qualities  on  the  nerves  near  which  they  pafs,  fo  as  in  fome  degree  to  accelerate 
the  motion  of  the  blood. 

Should  it  be  farther  alledged,  that  reafoning  is  in  vain  where  many  fadts, 
much  authority,  and  general  ufage,  are  againft:  me,  I admit  the  full  force  of 
this  allegation  ; and  allow  that  many  fadts  as  ftrong  as  Fuller’s  may  perhaps  be 
produced.  But  as  I well  know  the  difficulty  of  afeertaining  the  effedt  of  any 
medicine  by  juft  experiments,  I cannot  but  doubt  at  leaft  of  the  inferences, 
when  my  own  fenfes  and  difpaffionate  reafoning  are  againft  them.  I am  not 
unacquainted  with  the  influence  of  general  prejudice,  nor  with  the  difficulties 
that  oppofe  themlelves  to  us,  in  endeavouring  to  furmount  them.  Early  pre- 
pofTeffions,  confirmed  by  general  conformity  of  opinion,  in  favour  of'  balfams, 
cannot  foon  be  changed  or  eradicated. 

All  that  I hope  for  from  this  effay,  is,  to  put  young  pradtitioners  upon  their 
guard  in  refpedt  to  thefe  kind  of  medicines  in  the  treatment  of  confumptions. 
1 think  I have  feen  much  detriment  arifing  from  them,  and  very  feldom  any 
benefit.  I believe  the  pradtice  was  firft  adopted  on  miftaken  principles,  and 
followed  too  generally  without  confideration.  And 'it  feems  not  improbable, 
but  the  ancient  pradtice  of  embalming,  which  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  prin- 
cipally performed  by  the  means  of  balfams,  may  have  contributed  not  a little 
towards  eftablifhing  a general  prepofifeffion  in  their  favour  ; and  that  many 
might  infer,  from  their  efficacy  in  preferving  dead  bodies,  they  were  endued 
with  properties  capable  of  preventing  the  corruption  or  decay  of  the  living. 
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To  the  Medical  Society  in  London. 

Gentlemen, 

IN  a former  paper,  I fuggefted  fome  doubts  I had  entertained  refpedti  ng  the 
ufe  of  balfamic  medicines,  ftri&ly  fo  called,  in  the  cure  of  confumptions, 
and  offered  fome  conjectures  in  regard  to  their  firft  introduction  into  internal 
ufe,  and  their  application  to  pulmonary  difeafes  in  particular.  Upon  the 
whole,  I am  ftill  of  opinion,  that  their  ufeful  efficacy  in  thefe  diforders  is  much 
to  be  fufpeCted,  and  that  an  indifcriminate  ufe  of  medicaments  of  this  clafs, 
has  rather  a tendency  to  increafe  than  mitigate  the  fymptoms  attending  a ge- 
nuine phthifis  -pulm  on  alls. 

Whilft  I am  endeavouring  to  excite  fufpicions  againft  what  appear  to  me  the 
Jadentia  in  this  diftemper,  I fhould  think  myfelf  fortunate,  could  the  review  of 
feveral  years  experience  afford  any  ufeful  hints  to  thofe  whom  I wi'fh  to  aid, 
and  to  whom  thefe  remarks  are  particularly  addreffed,  the  young  practi- 
tioners. 

When  we  confider  the  ftruCture  of  the  lungs,  the  tendernefs  of  their  fabric, 
the  multitude  of  veffels  of  which  they  confift,  the  importance  of  their  ufe,  the 
many  accidents  they  are  unavoidably  expofed  to,  and,  in  comparifon  of  many 
other  parts,  their  infenfibility  to  immediate  lefion,  we  fhall  be  much  more  fur- 

* Mediol  Obfervations  and  Inquiries,  vof.  iv.  p,  289.  Rasad  June  11,  1770. 
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prifed  there  are  fo  few  perfons  die  of  confumptions,  great  as  the  number  may 
feemingly  appear  f,  than  that  fo  many  perifti  by  this  diftemper. 

To  enumerate  all  the  caufes  that  are  capable  of  producing  a phthifis  pnbmo- 
nalisy  is  not  my  intention ; but  to  point  out  the  neceflity  of  attending  to  its 
commencement,  in  order  to  prevent  its  progrefs.  The  meafles,  and  other  in- 
flammatory difeafes  of  the  breaft,  to  which  children,  as  well  as  others,  are  ex- 
pofed,  often  lay  the  foundation  of  confumptions : fo  likerwife  will  colds,  the 
fuppreflion  of  fome  faiutary  difcharge,  fcrophulous  and  venereal  affections,  and 
many  other  caufes,  all  which  will  operate  more  certainly  and  fpeedily  in  bring- 
ing the  diftemper  to  a fatal  concluflon,  in  proportion  as  a certain  tendernefs  in 
the  fabric  of  the  lungs,  an  hereditary  tabes , and  other  circumftances,  concur : 
for,  to  thofe  who  are  acquainted  with  the  animal  oeconomy,  it  is  rather  a 
matter  of  wonder  how  the  ftrong  and  robuft  efcape  affeCtions  of  the  lungs,  fur- 
rounded  as  we  are  with  fo  many  caufes  capable  of  producing  thefe  affections, 
than  that  perfons  of  a certain  make,  and  particular  delicacy  of  conftitution,  are 
fo  fubjeft  to  pulmonary  difeafes. 

We  cannot,  I think,  be  too  induftrious  in  propagating  the  following  doc- 
trine : That  the  time  at  which  a phyfician  can  be  of  moft  ufe  in  the  cure  of 
confumptions,  is  at  their  firft  beginning.  The  flighteft  catarrhal  defluxion 
ought  not  to  be  neglefted,  if  it  does  not  go  off  in  a few  days. 

The  beginning  of  moft  confumptions  is  a cough,  more  or  lefs  violent.  This 
cough  is  produced  either  by  a thin  faltifti  defluxion,  irritating  the  membrane 
that  lines  the  trachea , fo  as  to  bring  on  a general -fpafm  of  all  the  parts,  in  or- 
der to  diflodge  and  difcharge  the  irritating  matter;  or  elfe,  by  an  inflammation 
of  fome  part  of  the  lungs  or  bronchia,  produced  by  one  or  other  of  the  general 
caufes  of  inflammation. 

If  the  catarrhal  cough  is  neglected,  or  is  repeatedly  increafed  by  the  caufes 
that  firft  produced  it,  this  will  be  fufficient  to  bring  on  an  inflammation,  which, 
if  not  removed,  terminates  in  the  ufual  manner  of  inflammations ; either  by  re- 
folution,  in  which  cafe  the  lungs  receive  but  little  harm ; or  by  fuppuration,  in 
which  the  mifchief,  however  fmall  at  prefent,  does  not  fail  to  be  productive  of 
lafting  and  injurious  confequences,  proportioned  to  the  extent  of  the  injury, 
and  the  condition  of  the  fufferer,  in  refpeCt  to  predifponent  caufes. 

If  the  inflammation  terminates  neither  by  refolution  nor  fuppuration,  it  of- 
ten leaves  a fchirrhous  hardnefs,  whereby  this  particular  part  of  the  lungs,  how- 

f In  this  city  the  weekly  bills  are  fuppofed  to  exhibit  a tolerably  exaft  account  of  thofe  who 
die  of  the  rcfpeftive  difeafes  mentioned  in  that  lift.  But  I am  informed,  that  the  article  of  Con- 
fumptions includes  generally  all  thofe  who  die  of  any  lingering  difeafe,  and  are  much  ema- 
ciated ; by  which  the  lift  is  vaftly  enlarged  beyond  what  it  ought  to  be,  to  the  reproach  of  our 
country;  foreigners  imagining  that  this  difeafe  is  much  more  frequent  amongft  us,  than  it  is  in 
reality. 
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ever  fmall  and  confined,  becomes  of  little  or  no  ufe  in  the  oeconomy  of  this 
organ;  but  by  occafioning  an  obftrudtion  of  circulation  and  refpiration  in  one 
fingle  point,  fubjedts  the  found  parts  of  the  lungs  to  greater  labour,  as  was  be- 
fore obferved  *. 

From  hence  it  is  at  leaft  evident,  that  the  utmoft  care  ftiould  be  taken  at  the 
commencement  of  this  difeafe.  The  moft  trifling  cough,  if  it  continues,  may 
either  advance  gradually  till  it  ends  in  immediate  mifehief,  or  may  leave  fuch 
imprefiions  as  may  fubjedl  the  patient  to  perpetual  returns  : a cough  therefore 
in  children,  or  young  perlons,  or  in  perfons  of  a certain  make  at  any  time  of 
life,  ought  fpeedily  to  be  cured. 

Perhaps  it  will  be  needlefs  to  fuggeft  the  means  of  doing  this  moll  fafely: 
but  there  is  one  part  of  management  neceflary  to  be  obferved  by  thofe  who  are 
about  children  thus  aflfe&ed,  that  cannot  be  too  ftrongly  infilled  on  by  the 
phyfician,  and  that  is,  the  neceflity  of  proper  diet,  proper  like  wife  in  refpedl  to 
quantity.  If  ever  an  extreme  attention  to  regimen  is  neceflary,  it  moft  cer- 
tainly is  fo  to  perfons  affedled  with  coughs,  as  will  perhaps  be  more  fully 
mentioned;  but  to  children  it  is  ftill  more  fo,  both  as  they  are  greater  fuffer- 
ers  by  improper  diet,  and  have  lefs  command  over  their  own  appetite  and 
inclinations.  1 

For  if  a large  quantity  of  the  beft  chyle  adds  fpeedily  to  the  prefent  flock 
of  blood,  as  all  muft  pafs  through  the  lungs,  this  temporary  increafe  of  quan- 
tity will  add  to  their  irritation,  the  quantity  itfelf  being  a Jlimulus.  But  if  the 
chyle  thus  increafed  has  not  been  properly  digefted,  either  on  account  of  the 
quantity  or  kind  of  food,  the  mifehief  will  be  greater.  And  this  pofition  will, 
I believe,  be  found  uniformly  true  through  every  ftage  of  pulmonary  difeafes, 
and  will  evince  the  neceflity  of  giving  very  explicit  and  peremptory  orders  in 
relation  to  diet,  and  the  duty  of  thofe  who  attend  the  flek  in  this  diftemper. 

I know.  Gentlemen,  that  you,  as  well  as  myfelf,  often  have  occafion  to  look 
back  at  the  fatal  neglefl,  committed  both  by  the  fick  themfelves,  as  well  as 
thofe  who  ought  to  have  had  their  future  health  more  at  heart.  With  what 
eafe  would  many  of  the  moft  incurable  confumptive  cafes  have  been  pre- 
vented, or  cured,  at  their  firft  commencement  ? A perfon  whofe  emaciated 
figure  ftrikes  one  with  horror,  his  forehead  covered  with  drops  of  fweat,  his 
cheeks  painted  with  a livid  crimfon,  his  eyes  funk,  all  the  little  fat  that  raifed 
them  in  their  orbits,  and  every  where  elfe,  being  wafted ; his  pulfe  quick  and 
.tremulous,  his  nails  bending  over  the  ends  of  his  fingers,  and  the  palms  of  his 
hands  as  dry  as  they  are  painfully  hot  to  the  touch ; his  breath  offenfive,  quick, 
and  laborious ; his  cough  inceflant,  fcarce  allowing  him  time  to  tell  us,  that 
fome  months  ago  he  got  a cold,  but  he  knew  not,  perhaps,  how  he  got  it ; he 


* See  a former  paper  on  this  fubjeft, 
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neglefbed  it  for  this  very  reafon,  and  neglefted  every  means  of  affiftance,  tilf 
the  mifchief  was  become  incurable,  and  fcareely  a hope  left  of  palliation.  You 
fee  multitudes  of  fuch  objefts  daily,  and  fee  them  with  a mixture  of  anger  and 
companion  for  their  negleft  and  their  fufferings.  Excufe  me  for  trefpafling  in 
this  manner  on  your  time  and  your  humanity.  Though  it  is  not  in  your- 
power  to  prevent  all  thefe  facrifices  to  ignorance  and,  inattention ; yet,  if  the 
faculty  combine  in  prompting  their  fellow -citizens  to  neceffary  care,  and 
prompt  them  to  fuffer  no  flight  beginnings  to  pafs  unregarded,  however  they 
may  be  adting  againft  their  own  intereft,  they  will  have  the  fatisfadiion  of  con- 
tributing  to  the  prefervation  of  many  a ufeful  life  ; for,  perhaps,  among  thofe 
who  perilh  by  confumptions,. there  are  many  who,  in  refpedt  to  the  excellencies 
both  of  body  and  mind,  have  given  indications  of  becoming  confpicuous  or- 
naments of  humanity. 

When  a cough  begins,, if  the  patient  is  very  young,  let  the  quantity  of  diet, , 
efpecially  folids,  be  Leffened ; let  the  deficiency  be  made  up  with-,  warm,  thin  ; 
fuppings;  barley-water,  milk  and, water,  thin  gruel,  the  lightefl:  broths,  fuch' 
things  of  this  kind  as  the  age  and  condition  of  the,  patient  admit. 

If  there  be  much  heat,  or  any  pain  in  the  breaft,  bleeding  will  be  indifpen-- 
fably  neceffary.  The  quantity  to  be  taken  away, . and  how  often  repeated, 
muli  be  determined  by  the  fymptoms,  the  patient’s  age,  habit,  pulfe,  and  other 
circumftancesi. 

In  refpedbto  medicines,  the  moft  demulcent  and  cooling.are  indicated  ; and  i 
when  the,  fymptoms  of  inflammation  are  abated,  gentle  anodynes  will  be  ufe-- 
ful.  Every  thing  of  a heating,  irritating  nature,  fuch  as-  the  balfams,  fhould 
be  avoided;  and.even  the  expreffed  oils  of  almonds  and  olives  are  often  to  -be: 
fufpeded,  and  ufed  with  caution,  as  they  are  feldom  totally  free  from  fome  de-  - 
gree.of  rancidity,  than  which  fcareely-  any  thing  is  more  irritating  and  difguft- 
ful. . T have,  known  the  common  dofes  of  nitre , the.  faline  mixture,  and  other 
cooling  falts3  increafe  a , cough  by, irritation;  fo  that  even  thefe  ihould  be  ad- 
mi  niHered,  .when  neceffary,  rather  in  fmall  dofes,  and  frequently.  The  com- 
mon emulfion  made,  with  good  frefh  fweet  almonds,  is  a very  proper  vehicle  - 
for  the  feveral remedies  indicated  in  this  complaint;  but  if  the  almonds  are 
not  frefh,  or  are.  intermixed. with  the  bitter,  as  is  too  frequently  the  cafe,  they 
are  injurious,,. 

Frefh  white  poppy-feeds,,  in  the  proportion  of  half  an  ounce  to  a pint  of 
Briftol  or  pure  water,  .make  an  excellent  emulfion  and  unexceptionable;  and: 
thefe  may  be  raifed  in  any  quantity  both  at  home  and  in  our  own  colonies. . 

If  the  thin  copious  defluxion  leffens,  and  the  . liquid  grows  thicker,  and  yet  : 
comes  up  without  difficulty,  the  cough  will  abate,  and  gradually  ceafe  entirely, . 
It  muft  depend  upon  the  judgment  of  the  preferiher  to  know  when  and  to 
•what  extent  anodynes  are  to  be  ufed.  I believe  they  are  never  fafe  at  the  be-* 
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ginning  of  a cough,  till  by  proper  methods  the  tendency  to  inflammation  is 
firffc  abated,  except  where  the  cough  is  altogether  of  the  fpafmodic  kind,  as  in 
fome  hyfteric  cafes,  or  when  it  proceeds  from  acrimony  heretofore  difcharged 
by  an  iflue,  an  ulcer,  or  erofions  on  the  Ikin,  and  imprudently  fupprefled  ; or 
from  gouty  affedtions;  in  which  cafes  anodynes  are  undoubtedly  of  ufe : but  in 
coughs  arifing  from  fupprefled  perfpiration,  or  an  inflammatory  diathefis,  as  in 
the  meafles  and  epidemic  conftitutions,  in  fuch  cafes,  anodynes  are  feldom  to 
be  allowed,  unlefs  it  be  to  obtain  a truce  from  temporary  violence. 

The  mifchiefs  that  have  proceeded  from  Godfrey's  cordial,  Bateman's  drops. 
Squire's  elixir,  and  other  heating  anodynes,  in  the  hands  of  ignorance,  are 
fcarcely  to  be  enumerated. 

When  by  a proper  cooling  regimen,  and  evacuations,  the  inflammation  ac- 
companying the  cough  is  abated,  then  fmall  dofes  of  anodynes  joined  with  the 
medicines  above  mentioned,  to  fuch  a quantity  as  to  mitigate  a fruitlefs,  incef- 
fant  cough,  are  very  beneficial.  If  this  firft  period  has  pafled  over  without  any 
attention  paid  to  the  diforder,  the  cough  becomes  more  harfh  and  dry;  flight 
lancinating  pains  are  now  and  then  felt,  darting,  as  it  were,  through  the  fub- 
ftance  of  the  lungs,  from  fome  central  point  in  the  cavity  of  the  thorax ; com- 
monly from  under  one  of  the  breafts,  fometimes  exadtly  in  the  middle.  A 
lorenefs  is  complained  of,  that  is  almoft  continually  felt : this  is  augmented 
much  by  the  cough,  but  not  to  fuch  a degree  as  the  pleuritic  flitches.  It  is 
not  unufual,  under  thefe  circumftances,  to  fee  the  thin  frothy  phlegm,  which  is 
difcharged  by  coughing,  ftreaked  with  blood ; fometimes  a fmall  fpoonful  or 
two,  or  more,  are  coughed  up  at  fome  certain  time  of  the  day.  It  is  not  often 
that  much  larger  quantities  are  thrown  up  in  this  ftate  of  the  difeafe,  unlefs 
the  patient  is  very  plethoric,  or  the  fabric  of  the  lungs  extremely  tender,  or 
the  cough  is  inceflant. 

The  fame  indications  point  out  a fimilar  procefs,  in  refpeft  to  cure.  To 
withdraw  as  much  nourifhment  as  can  be  done,  without  the  rifk  of  fuffering 
from  inanition ; to  fupply  the  moft  cooling  nourilhment,  and  the  moft  eafily 
digefted,  in  moderate  quantities,  and  the  more  frequently ; to  bleed  in  fmall 
quantities  repeatedly;  judging  of  this  neceflity  not  from  the  appearance  of  the 
blood  alone,  for  this  will  often  continue  fizy,  till  more  is  taken  away  than  is 
compatible  with  the  patient’s  fituation  in  other  refpedts.  For  if  we  leflen  the 
vires  vita  by  inanition  too  much,  a difeafe  then  takes  place,  which  probably 
will  increafe  our  difficulty,  that  is,  debility  of  the  folids,  and  the  confequent 
vitiation  of  the  fluids.  The  pulfe,  the  heat,  the  pain,  cough,  refpiration, 
ftrength  and  age  of  the  patient,  fhould  all  be  taken  into  confideration.  Many 
perfons  live  free  from  complaints  with  fizy  blood.  The  condition  therefore  of 
the  blood  fingly  ought  not  to  determine  us ; we  fhould  examine  ail  the  evi- 
dence. 
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It  Teems  unneceffary  to  fpecify  what  I mean  by  light  cooling  nourishment  t 
it  may  not  however  be  improper  to  obferve,  that  wine,  or  any  other  fermented 
fpirituous  liquors,  are  improper  alone,  and  malt-liquor,  however  weak.  Teems 
very  generally  injurious  flelh-meat,  or  indeed  animal  food  of  any  kind,  Teems 
under  thefe  circumftances  improper.  Spices  of  all  kinds  in  any  quantity,  and 
indeed  every  thing  polfelfed  of  much  piquancy.  Whey,  either  from  goats  or 
cows,  milk,  butter-milk,  milk  and  water,  light  broths,  and  all  the  farinaceous- 
preparations,  are  to  be  recommended,  but  Hill  remembering  to  advife  caution 
in  refpeCt  to  quantity.  For  if  a larger  quantity  of  the  beft-adapted  nutriment 
is  taken  in  at  once  than  can  be  well  digefted,  the  chyle,  fo  far  from  affording 
that  bland  and  balmy  fluid  to  the  blood,  that  mud  qualify  it  for  the  offices  of 
nutrition,  communicates  a jfharpnefs  that  defeats  our  expectations.  It  matters 
very  little,  both  in  this  and  many  other  difeafes,  what  quality  the  food  is  of,  if 
the  quantity  likewife  does  not  correfpond  to  the  powers  of  digeftion.  I have 
not  the  leaft  doubt  but  this  is  likewife  your  opinion  j and  that  you  inforce  it  in 
your  directions:  but  that  this  is  the  cafe  with  practitioners  in  general,  may 
perhaps  not  be  fo  certain. 

Under  fuch  a fituation  as  is  above  defcribedr  the  methods  pointed  out  fel- 
dom  fail  to  abate  the  fever  and  pain,  lower  the  pulfe,  and  eafe  refpiration  ; the 
difcharge  then  becomes  thicker,  and  the  cough,  inftead  of  being  violent  and 
continual,  juft  comes  on  when  a quantity  of  well-digerted  phlfegm  folicits  its 
difcharge,  and  ftep  by  ftep  ufual  health  returns. 

To  fuch  convalefcents,  one  cannot  but  recommend  the  utmoft  difcretion  in 
refpeCt  to  their  conduCt.  A violent  cold,  a debauch,  long  confinement  in  po- 
pulous cities,  and  other  fimilar  caufes,  will  foon  bring  back  the  fame  fymp- 
toms,  which,  if  frequently  repeated  or  negleCted,  bring  on  a more  formidable 
diftemper,  from  which  if  the  patient  recovers,  he  will  have  much  to  attribute 
to  the  ability  of  his  phyfician. 

In  the  further  progrefs  of  this  diftemper,  medicines  of  a different  clafs  are 
found  of  advantage : the  bark,  elixir  of  vitriol,  Brijiol  and  other  waters,  a total 
abftinence  from  animal  food,  and  other  methods  of  treating  confumptive  dif- 
eafes, have  their  ufes.  Should  you  think  thefe  remarks  not  unworthy  of  your 
notice,  I ftiall  endeavour  to  colleCt  fuch  further  remarks  as  have  occurred  to 
me  on  this  fubjeCt,  and  fubmit  them  to  your  confideration. 

I am,  &c. 
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FURTHER  REMARKS 

f .** 

ON  THE 

TREATMENT  of  CONSUMPTIONS,  ♦’ 


To  the  Medical  Society  in  London* 

Gentlemen, 

IN  the  laft  volume  of  your  Obfervations,  you  were  pleafed  to  admit  fome  re- 
marks on  the  ufe  of  refinous  medicines,  employed  in  the  cure  of  pulmo- 
nary confumptionsf,  and  which  feemed,  in  my  opinion,  to  be  rather  injurious 
than  ufeful.  I take  the  liberty  to  lay  before  you  fome  further  remarks  on  the 
treatment  of  this  difeafe  j rather  propofing  to  myfelf  the  prevention  of  harm, 
than  contributing  much  to  the  cure  of  this  very  dangerous  malady. 

It  was  there  pretty  ftrongly  urged,  and  cannot  well  be  too  often  repeated, 
that  if  this  difeafe  has  continued  till  the  lungs  are  affedted  t®  a certain  degree, 
all  hope  of  a cure  is  vain  a doubtful,  and  often  Ihort-lived  truce,  is  all  that 
art  can  promife. 

In  this  paper,  I mean  to  fubmit  to  your  confideration,  and,  if  you  do  not 
difapprove  them,  to  that  of  the  Public,  fome  refledtions  on  the  more  capital 
medicines  employed  in  the  cure  of  this  diftemper  j — the  bark — elixir  of 
vitriol  — repeated  bleedings — veficatories ; not  omitting  Briftol  water,  and 
change  of  air  and  climate ; exercife  with  fuch  other  obfervations  relative  to 
this  fubjedl  as  have  occurred  to  me. 

With  this  view  I fhall  chiefly  attend  to  the  effedts  I have  obferved : and  if  I 
have  formed  any  opinions  upon  infufficient  ground,  I fhall  be  glad  to  be  fet  to 

* Medical  Obfervations  and  Inquiries,  vol.  v.  p.345.  anno  1775. 

+ Thefe  Eflays,  though  inferted  in  different  volumes  of  the  Medical  Obfervations  and  Inqui- 
ries, are  here  colle&ed  together  i the  date  of  each  Eflay  is  annexed  to  the  refpe&ive  paper. 

Editor. 
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rights;  as  I think  there  can  be  fcarcely  any  thing  more  injurious  to  fociety, 
than  to  propagate  wrong  notions  refpeCting  the  treatment  of  difeafes ; as  they 
may  chance  to  lead  the  lefs  experienced  to  a precipice  with  his  patient,  where 
one  of  them  may  lofe  his  life  and  the  other  his  reputation. 

Of  late  years  the  bark  has  been  given  fo  generally,  and  in  cafes  fo  remote 
from  thofe  in  which  it  was.firft  mfed.as  a fpeqific,  .1  mean  intermittents  of  every 
fpecies,  that  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  that  it  is  often  confided  in,  as  a der- 
nier refort,  in  the  pulmonary  heCtig. 

The  apparently  regular  paroxyfms  of  an  intermittent,  fo  confpicuous  in  cer- 
tain ftages  of  this  difeafe— -regular  cold  fits,  fucceeded  by  great  heat,  followed 
by  copious  Tweats — a ceffationof  every  violent  fymptom  enfuing,  naturally 
draw  the  attention  of  the  practitioner  to  a remedy,  which,  under  like  appear- 
ances, had  afforded  the  moft  beneficial  relief. 

The  bark  has  been  pufhed,  in  this  ftage  of  the- diflemper,  in  too  many  in- 
ftances,  with  as  much  vigour  as  is  neceffary  to  conquer  the  moft  genuine  au- 
tumnal intermittent— till  both  the  patient  and  prefcriber  were  weary  of  the 
procefs— the  patient ’loathing  the  remedy,  and  the  prefcriber  finding  it  in- 
effectual. 

-But  this  is  not  the  worft : the  bark  is  fo  far  from  curing  the  heCtic  arifing 
from  diftempered  lungs,  that,  according  to  the  bell  of  my  obfervation,  it  not 
only  takes  up  that  time,  which  might  probably  have  been  better  employed  in 
the  ufe  of  other  medicines,  but,  for  the  moft  part,  it  aggravates  the  difeafe  be- 
yond remedy. 

I have  feen  the  bark  given  in  almoft  every  ftate  of  the  phthifis  pulmonalis} 
even  in  the  firft  commencement,  whilft  the  bread;  was  in  pain,  the  cough  dry 
and  harfli,  th,e  pulfe  quick  and  hard,  and  the  heat  confiderable.  What  was  the 
_confequence  ? frequently  an  hamoptyfis,  and  all  its  worft  attendants;  ulcered 
lungs,  purulent  fpitting,  colliquation,  and  death. 

I have  feen  it  given  in  moft  of  the  fubfequent  ftages,  often  indeed  with  lefs 
appearance  of  injury,  but  at  leaft  without  benefit. 

There  are  two  caufes  of  confumptions,  which  often  produce  fuch  a fimilarity 
of  fymptom.s  to  the  genuine  phthifis , as  fometimes  to  have  led  me  to  make  ufe 
.of  the  bark,  in  apparent  tendencies  to  a genuine  pulmonary  confumption,  with 
advantage ; and  I think  they  may  not  improperly  claim  fome  attention  from 
/practitioners. 

Qne.pf  the  caufes  is,  the  fuckling  of  children  longer  than  is  confiftent  with 
the  mother’s  ability.  This  cafe  occurs  not  feldom,  among  the  middling  and 
lower  clafs  of  females  of  naturally  tender  and  delicate  cpnftitutiejns.  Prompted 
■by  maternal  fondnefs,  or  a wilh  to  difeharge  a duty  they  think  they  owe  to 
their  offspring,  .and  fometimes  by  narrow  circumftances,  they  give  the  breaft 
to  the  child  till  their  own  ftrength  is  impaired  : in  fuch  a ftate  of  weaknefs, 
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lome  flight  cold  brings  on  a cough ; this  is  increafed  gradually,  till  it  brings 
on  the  appearance,  at  length  the  reality,  of  the  genuine  pulmonary  confump- 
tion : here  the  bark  given  early,  in  moderate  dofes,  and  merely  as  a tonic  re- 
medy, is  often  of  excellent  ufe.  Many,  I am  fatisfied,  it  has  retrieved  from 
deplorable  fituations;-  and  under  fuch  circumftances  a prudent  trial  may  fafely 
be  made. 

Another  caufe  is,  any  weakening  difcharge,  either  from  abfcefies,  or  from 
the  greater  operations  of  furgery ; or  from  a copious  and  conftant  fluor  albus , 
or  fimilar  enfeebling  evacuations.  That  the  bark  is,  for  the  moft  part,  of  ufe 
in  thefe  cafes,  when  the  lungs  are  not  inflamed,  is  indubitable;  and  if  they 
are  fo  afteCted,  and  not  beyond  a certain  degree,  it  is  alfo  efficacious  in  pre- 
venting the  progrefs  of  this  malady. 

In  phthifical  complaints,  fucceeding  fuch  fituations,  a prudent  trial  of  the 
bark  feems  neceffary.  Small  dofes  of  the  decoCtion,  given  either  alone,  or 
joined'with  the  faline  mixture,  or  fuch  other  additions  as  the  prefcriber  may 
think  proper,  may  be  given : but  if  the  breath  becomes  more  tight  and  op- 
preffed,  the  cough  dry,  the  pul fe  more  quick  and  hard,  and  efpecially  if  flight 
tranfitory  pains  or  ftitches  about  the  thorax  are;  more  frequently  complained  of, 
a perfeverance  in  the  ufe  of  the  bark  will  increafe  the  difeafe : and  if  fuch 
ffiould  be  the  appearances,  in  the  progrefs  of  confumptions,  or  arifing  from 
what  caufe  foever,  if  the  bark  is  accompanied  with  fuch  effeCts,  it  will  be 
prudent  to  defift  from  its  ufe. 

If,  on  the  other  hand,  no  pain,  tightnefs,  or  oppreffion,  is  perceived,  and  a 
manifeft  abatement  of  the  fymptoms  appears,  it  will  be  right  to  proceed.  But 
the  exhibiting  of  this  medicine  requires  a difpaffionate  obferver;  and  whoever 
wiffies-to  make  trial  of  it,  ought  neither  to  give  it  in  the  early  inflammatory 
date  of  this  diftemper ; nor  continue  its  ufe  in  any  fubfequent  part  of  its  pro- 
grefsi  if  it  produces  the  effects  above  mentioned. 

By  its  tonic  virtues  it  will  often  enable  nature  to  conquer  many  difficulties. 
I have  feen  it  of  ufe  in  promoting  expectoration,  where  ftrength  was  only 
wanting  to  perform  it,  toward  the  end  of  peripneumonic  fevers;  but  that  it 
ftops  this  difcharge,  changes  flight  wandering  pains,  into  fixed  ones,  and  in- 
oreafes  them  with  all  their  confequences,  I have  been  a witnefs  too  often,  to 
admit  of  the  lead:  doubt,  in  a variety  of  cafes. 

It  would  be  trefpafling  too  much  on  your  patience,  to  defcend  more  mi- 
nutely into  the  ufe  and  abufe  of  this  medicine,  or  the  mode  of  exhibiting  it; 
fuffice  it  to  fay,  that  for  the  moft  part  much  harm  or  great  good  may  be  ex- 
pected'from  it,  and  confequently  too  clofe  an  attention  cannot  well  be  paid  to 
its  operation*  by  the  prefcriber. 
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THE  elixir  of  vitriol  is  often  exhibited  in  confumptive  cafes,  and  maf 
claim  a confxderation  in  this  place,  and  the  more  fo  as  it  feems  to  be  fre- 
quently ufed  with  not  lefs  impropriety  than  the  bark. 

Perhaps  a fingle  fadt  has  contributed  to  raife  the  credit  of  this  medicine  in 
phthifical  cafes,  without  much  regard  to  the  ftate  of  the  difeafe,  to  a very  in- 
jurious extent.  It  is  faid  that  a perfon  took,  by  miftake,  in  a very  advanced 
ftate*  of  a confumption,  at  one  dofe,  half  an  ounce  of  the  elixir  of  vitriol,  in- 
ftead  of  twenty-five  drops,  the  dofe  ordered  by  a juftly-eminent  phyfician  (Sir 
Edward  Hulfe),  and  that  the  patient  not  only  fur.vived  the  enormous  dofe,  but 
was  cured  by  it. 

Medicines,  it  is  well  known,  that  are  highly  proper  in  one  ftage  of  a difeafe, 
are  equally  detrimental  in  another.  I have  feen  the  elixir  of  vitriol,  in  a com- 
petent dofe,  given  in  the  inflammatory  part  of  this  diftemper,  while  the  pulfe 
was  quick  and  hard,  the  breathing  difficult,  the  cough  frequent,  with  much 
heat,  and  very  little  expeftoration  ; the  effeft  was,  an  increafe  of  every  fymp- 
tom,  a fpitting  of  blood,  and  all  its  confequences. 

In  the  latter  ftages  of  this  difeafe,  when  a general  tendency  to  putrefaftion 
takes  place,  it  cools  and  checks  this  tendency  j it  reftrains  the  colliquative 
fweats,  and,  if  the  lungs  are  not  injured  paft  repair,  it  is  a very  ufeful  aux- 
iliary. 

The  compofition,  however,  of  this  medicine,  may,  perhaps,  be  found  fome- 
what  exceptionable  for  the  purpofes  intended ; the  mineral  acid  combined  with 
ipices,  may  feem  to  be  the  leaft  eligible.  It  is  true,  that  aromatics  are  thought 
to  poffefs  an  artifeptic  virtue;  but  where  the  putrefcence  proceeds  from  matter 
continually  mixed  with  the  blood  from  broken  veflels,  every  thing  irritating 
feems  to  be  forbidden.  Perhaps  the  fpiritus  vitrioli , in  the  tincture  of  rofes,  ox 
in  any  other  proper  vehicle,  may  be  the  moft  fuitable  method  of  exhibiting  the 
mineral  acid  in  fuch  difeafes. 

Probably,  there  are  very  few  medicines  which  do  not  undergo  a -confiderable 
change  in  the  ftomach  and  offices  of  digeftion ; fo  that  neither  the  fuppofed 
contraflile  tonic  powers  of  the  bark,  nor  the  antifeptic  acid  of  the  elixir,  pene- 
trates thofe  receffes  which  are  intended  by  the  preferiber  to  receive  their  effi- 
cacy. I fufpefl  that  much  good  or  harm  is  done  by  thefe  medicines  in  the 
prefent  cafe,  by  affefling  the  irritable  parts  of  the  ftomach  and  firft  paflages  ; 
and  by  this  means  I apprehend  the  bark  oftener  contributes  to  produce  the 
fymptoms  we  have  complained  of,  than  by  its  a£Hon  on  the  lungs,  the  feat  of 
the  difeafe.  If  we  increafe  for  a time  the  tonic  force  of  the  heart,  and  confe- 
quently  the  greater  flow  of  blood  through  the  lungs,  we  are  increafing  the 
malady  for  which  we  preferibe  it,  let  the  manner  of  effecting  this  be  what  it 
may. 
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The  adtion  of  allum,  when  a little  of  it  is  diftblved  in  the  mouth,  may  per- 
haps lead  to  explain  this  matter.  It  foon  opcafions  a kind  of  thrill  through  the 
whole  habit ; by  which  it  may  perhaps  contribute  to  fupprefs  hemorrhages,  to 
cure  obftinate  tertians,  and  produce  other  falutary  effedts,  by  adting  upon  the 
folids  only;  and  the  mineral  acid  in  the  elixir  may,  in  like  manner,  fo  affedt 
the  organs  of  tafte,  and  the  nerves  of  the  firft  paffages,  as  probably  to  operate 
as  powerfully  in  fuppreffing  immoderate  evacuations,  by  this  means,  as  by  any 
other  we  can  conceive. 

When,  therefore,  the  veftels  adt  with  fufficient  force,  and  are  replete  with 
juices ; and  when  thefe  ought  to  be  prudently  reduced,  in  order  to  give  all  pof- 
fible  eafe  to  the  lungs,  and  conciliate  a repofe  to  them,  as  much  as  is  confiftent 
with  their  offices ; it  feems  highly  improper  to  give  medicines  which,  let  their 
modus  operandi  be  what  it  may,  are  known  to  poflefs  a power  of  invigorating, 
and  are  generally  made  ufe  of  in  all  cafes  for  that  purpofe.  And  as  there  are 
many  fituations  in  the  progrefs  of  Confumptions,  in  which  medicines  produ- 
cing fuch  effedts,  cannot  but  be  injurious ; it  will  be  always  necefiary  to  regard 
thefe  fituations  with  all  poffible  attention. 

Of  the  ufe  of  Briftol-water  in  the  cure  of  this  diftemper,  fo  much  has  been 
faid  and  written,  and  fuch  are  the  diverfity  of  fentiments  concerning  its  effi- 
cacy, that  it  may  feem  to  border  upon  raffinefs  to  hazard  an  opinion  concerning 
it.  I ffiall  fuggeft,  however,  the  refult  of  my  own  obfervations,  and  fubmit 
moll  willingly  to  better  information. 

I have  feen  many  perfons  recover  from  pulmonary  difeafes  after  drinking  the 
Briftol-water,  whofe  cure  feemed  to  be  doubtful  from  any  other  procefs  ; this 
circumftance,  added  to  its  general  reputation  in  phthifical  cafes,  has  been  a 
fufficient  inducement  to  me  to  recommend  a trial  of  this  water  in  the  early 
ftages  of  phthifical  complaints. 

And  here  I would  wiln  again  to  inculcate  this  remark,  that  rt  is  before  the 
approaches  to  a confirmed  phthifis,  that  patients  ought  to  repair  to  Briftol; 
otherwife  a journey  thither  will  be,  not  only  without  benefit,  but  will  probably 
be  detrimental. 

Thofe  who  can  prevail  upon  their  patients  to  go  thither  before  the  difeafe 
has  affedted  the  lungs,  beyond  a poffibility  of  affiftance  from  this  or  any  other 
remedy,  have  often  the  fatisfadtion  of  feeing  their  patients  return  in  good 
health ; whilft  thofe  who  delay  the  ufe  of  thefe  waters  to  the  laft  extremity,  too 
often  fall  facrifices  to  their  own  irrefolution,  and  leave  an  impreffion  on  the 
minds  of  others  injurious  to  the  water. 

It  may  be  faid,  that  the  journey,  a better  air,  change  of  fituation,  and  of  ob- 
jedts,  have  contributed  to  the  patient’s  recovery : be  it  fo  ; thefe  circumftances 
are  all  of  them  conducive  to  health  in  every  chronic  diforder.  Perhaps,  in 
none  more  fo  than  in  that  which  is  the  fubjedt  of  thefe  remarks.  But  why 
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ffiould  it  be  fuppofed  that  the  Briftol-water  has  no  ffiare  in  the  recovery? 
Suppofing  the  water  to  be  void  of  any  great  efficacy,  is  it  of  no  confequence 
to  phthifical  patients,  to  be  obliged  to  be  out  of  their  rooms  early  in  a morn- 
ing, in  the  cool,  freffi  air  ? Are  repeated  draughts  of  a light  tepid  water,  of 
no  ufe  in  waffiing  off  impurities,  allaying  heats  by  mere  dilution,  and  fupply- 
ing  the  wafte  of  juices  exhaufted  by  copious  perfpiration  ? Hope  itfelf  is  of 
vaft  moment  in  the  cure  of  many  difeafes  ; and  it  is  perhaps  not  inconfiftent 
with  the  duty  we  owe  to  our  patients  to  promote  it,  whilft  we  ourfelves  retain 
a hope  of  their  recovery. 

But  it  feems  to  me  that  the  water  drank  freffi  at  the  pump,  a&ually  contains, 
principles  conducive  to  the  recovery  of  patients  affefted  with  phthifical  com- 
plaints. What  thefe  principles  are,  it  may  be  difficult  to  define.  The  water 
feems  to  poffefs  a flight  calcareous  fhypticity,  and  perhaps  the  air  it  contains 
may  alfo  have  an  antifeptic  quality.  In  this  place  it  may  be  enough  to  fay, 
that  I think  the  Briftol-water  an  efficacious  medicine,  and  that  I have  often 
found  it  of  fignal  benefit  to  confumptive  patients. 

Were  the  annals  of  the  Hot  Wells  confulted,  it  would  appear,  that  thole  re- 
cords are  againft  me.  But  whence  does  this  arife  ? From  two  caufes ; firft, 
from  the  patients  themfelves,  who,  in  thefe  diforders,  being  feldom  apprehen- 
five  of  any  danger,  will  not  liften  to  a prefcription  which  either  thwarts  their 
inclinations,  or  feems  inconvenient.  Secondly,  from  the  phyfician  too  eafily 
complying  with  thefe  hefitations,  and  not  urging  the  neceffity  of  fuch  a jour- 
ney, at  a time  when  it  might  be  advantageous.  As  the  difeafe  advances  to- 
wards its  laft  ftages,  then,  perhaps,  alarmed  by  their  own  fears,  or  the  intrea- 
ties of  their  friends,  they  confent  to  undertake  a journey,  which  waftes  the 
fmall  remains  of  ftrength  they  have,  and  brings  to  the  Wells  additional  proofs 
of  their  inability  to  remove  diftempers  totally  incurable.  Hence  it  is,  that  the 
opinion  of  the  faculty  is  fo  much  divided,  in  refpe£l  to  the  ufe  of  thefe 
waters. 

Change  of  air  is  of  much  confequence  in  all  chronic  difeafes  of  the  lungs,- 
fometimes  even  from  good  to  bad.  It  is  not  feldom  that  we  fee  afthmatic  per- 
fons  breathe  more  freely  in  the  damped:  confined  parts  of  this  metropolis,  than 
in  the  country ; at  leaft  I have  met  with,  many  fuch  inftances.  In  confumptive 
cafes,  however,  the  air  of  all  large  cities  is  found  by  experience  to  be  particu- 
larly injurious.  Whence  this  arifes,  is  in  this  place  unneceffary  to  explain ; 
the  facft  is  indifputable.  When  the  phyfician  advifes  his  patient  to  a change  of 
air,  to  point  out  the  moft  proper  change  becomes  an  important  object. 

In  the  neighbourhood  of  moft  great  towns  in  England,  as  well  as  London, 
there  are  places  which  have  acquired  a reputation  amongft  the  inhabitants  for 
the  peculiar  healthinefs  of  their  fituation.  I will  fuppofe  thefe  fituations  are 
well  chofen  ; that  the  foil  is  dry;  no  ftagnant  waters,  in  the  neighbourhood; 

properly 


Further  Remarks  on  the  'Treatment  of  Confumptions.  315 

properly  ventilated,  yet  not  expofed  to  the  keen  north-eaft  winds  ; where  it 
will  be  eafy  to  find  fheltered  walks,  rides,  and  every  invitation  to  be  abroad  in 
fit  weather,  without  hazard  from  wet  and  cold.  Such,  I believe,  from  the  few 
places  I know  of  this  kind,  are  thofe  fele&ed  for  the  retreat  of  confumptive 
patients,  in  the  vicinage  of  large  towns  and  cities.  And  here  it  may  not  be 
improper  to  take  a general  view  of  fuch  as  are  recommended  for  the  like  pur- 
pofe,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  London. 

The  town  is  furrounded,  almoft,  by  a ridge  of  eminences,  inclofing,  befides 
the  city,  a low  plain  to  the  weftward,  of  confiderable  extent;  on  the  north, 
Highgate,  Hampftead,  and  Kenfington  Gravel-pits ; on  the  fouth-eaft,  Black- 
heath,  Clapham,  and  Putney.  The  fummits  of  thefe  may  be  called,  compara- 
tively, high  ground,  and  are  very  much  expofed  to  the  fharp  north-eaft  and 
eafterly  winds. 

To  direct  our  patients  to  any  of  thefe  places,  early  in  the  fpring,  whilft  thofe 
winds  are  for  the  molt  part  as  ftationary  as  the  trade-winds,  feems  to  be  ex- 
pofing  them  too  much  to  an  air  that  is  very  unfriendly  to  fuch  complaints. 

The  vales,  efpecially  to  the  fouth-eaft  and  weft  of  London,  as  Camberwell, 
Peckham,  the  lower  parts  of  Clapham,  the  drier  parts  of  Lambeth  and  Batter- 
fea,  Fulham,  Chelfea,  Brumpton,  and  Kenfington,  and  other  fheltered  dry 
places  about  the  town,  would  in  the  fpring  undoubtedly  be  the  moft  proper. 

As  the  more  temperate  feafon  advances,  higher  fituations  may  be  allowed ; 
and  it  would  feem  as  improper  to  fend  a confumptive  patient  in  fummer  to  the 
low  marfhy  grounds  on  the  banks  of  the  Thames,  amongft  the  gardeners 
grounds  at  Batterfea,  or  at  Fulham,  abounding  with  the  moft  putrid  exhala- 
tions of  manure  and  corrupting  vegetables  ; as  it  would  be  to  order  them  in 
winter  to  the  top  of  Highgate  or  Hampftead-hill,  or  the  bleaker  air  of  Black- 
heath.  Iflington,  the  general  refuge  of  the  city,  would  be  lefs  exceptionable, 
was  it  not  quite  open  to  the  keeneft  north-eaft  winds  in  the  fpring ; and  in 
fummer  to  the  fmoke  of  the  city,  driven  upon  it  by  the  foutherly  winds. 

Nor  is  it  a matter  perfectly  indifferent  whether  we  fend  our  patients  to  the 
villages  at  the  eaft  or  weft  end  of  this  metropolis,  the  fouth  or  the  north.  The 
town  itfelf  is  covered  almoft  continually  with  an  atmofphere  of  fmoke,  em- 
bodied with  other  exhalations,  fo  as  to  form  a cloud  more  or  lefs  denfe,  which 
is  vifible  at*  a great  diftance. 

This  vaft  body  of  fmoke  is  feen  to  extend  for  feveral  miles  beyond  the  li- 
mits of  the  city  and  its  fuburbs,  and  is  driven  by  the  winds  that  prevail  in  the 
feveral  feafons,  according  to  their  direction.  In  the  fummer  feafon,  for  in- 
ftance,  whilft  the  foutherly  winds  prevail,  this  denfe  body  is  driven  to  the  north 
and  north-eaft  parts  of  the  environs,  and  covers  the  herbage,  the  trees,  and 
every  thing,  both  living  and  dead,  with  black  penetrating  foot.  In  the  winter 
and  fpring,  while  the  northerly  winds  prevail,  the  oppofite  villages  on  the 
fouth-weft  and  weft  fide  of  London  receive  this  thick  atmofphere;  but  with 
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this  mod  remarkable  difference,  the  winter  winds  palling  through  this  warmed 
atmofphere,  lofe  no  fmall  part  of  their  rigorous  effeCts  ; they  are  foftened  by  it, 
and  are  proportionably  lefs  injurious  to  animals,  and  even  to  plants;  for  vege- 
tation is  much  earlier  in  general  to  the  fouth  and  fouth-wed  of  London,  than 
on  the  oppofite  extremities. 

I have  feen  the  double-bloffomed  almond-tree  in  bloom  at  Chelfea,  fooner 
by  twelve  days  at  lead  than  any  where  to  the  north  or  eaftward  of  the  town  in 
fimilar  fituations.  It  feems  therefore  neceflary  to  confider  the  feafon  and 
fituation,  before  we  fix  the  abode  of  confumptive  patients : to  whom  it  is  not 
merely  fufficient  to  advife  them  to  go  into  the  country;  they  muff:  be  affifted 
alfo  to  determine  upon  a proper  place,  and  proper  conduit  whilft  they  are 
there.  They  muff;  have  had  but  little  experience,  who  are  not  perfectly  fatif- 
fied,  how  little  ought  to  be  left  to  the  difcretion  of  the  fick,  in  molt  difeafes, 
to  the  confumptive  efpecially,  in  refpedt  to  their  conduCt.  I have  known  di- 
vers inftances  of  perfons  who  have  gone  into  the  country,  in  confequence  of 
their  phyficians  advice  in  fuch  cafes,  and  have  had  fo  little  difcretion,  as  to 
ffeep  with  the  windows  of  their  chambers  purpofely  left  open,  for  the  benefit 
of  the  air,  in  the  moft  inclement  part  of  the  lpring.  The  confequence  was, 
that  in  a few  nights  the  malady  was  increafed  beyond  the  power  of  art  to  re- 
lieve it.  A phyfician,  therefore,  muff:  defcend  to  the  minuted  particulars  in 
his  directions. 

If  an  attention  to  circumffances  like  thefe  is  neceflary,  to  enable  us  to  de- 
termine upon  the  choice  of  a proper  refidence  in  our  own  neighbourhood ; 
how  much  greater  muff;  be  our  difficulty,  when  we  propofe  to  them  a migra- 
tion to  the  cqntinent  of  Europe  ! 

But  before  I enter  upon  this  fubjeCt,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  fugged 
fome  hints,  relative  to  the  different  parts  of  our  own  country. 

Briftol  will  naturally  claim  our  attention,  in  the  fird  indance,  when  change 
of  air  is  recommended,  as  in  the  neighbourhood  of  that  place  there  are  two 
great  advantages,  the  water,  and  a good  air. 

But  if,  from  any  particular  diflike,  or  other  more  fubdantial  reafon,  this  is 
not  complied  with,  perhaps  a journey  would  be  much  more  advantageous# 
than  a fixed  refidence  in  any  fpot,  however  healthy.  I ffiall  only  add,  that  a 
journey  is  always  preferable  to  an  equal  number  of  miles  rode  over  in  one  and 
the  fame  traCt  of  country. 

In  the  fpring,  this  journey  fliould  be  to  the  fouthward ; to  the  weflern  coun- 
ties, or  the  fea-coads : — and  in  the  dimmer,  to  the  northward,  or  to  Wales;— 
the  cooler  parts  of  Great  Britain Buxton  or  Matlock,  or  where  any  fimilar 
water  is  to  be  met  with,  feems  advifeable.  To  meet  the  advancing  fpring,  to 
return  from  the  approaching  winter,  and  by  thefe  means  to  avoid  the  fe verity 
of  cold,  fo  injurious  to  tender  breads,  is  the  evident  rule  of  conduCt  in  fuch 

cafes. 


'Further  Remarks  on  the  'Treatment  of  Confumptions . 317 

cafes.  If  it  requires  fome  confideration,  a knowledge  of  places  in  detail  in 
this  country,  nay,  even  in  the  environs  of  London,  to  determine  with  pro- 
priety on  the  choice  of  places  for  the  retreat  of  invalids ; what  mull  be  our 
difficulty,  when  called  upon  to  fix  the  route  and  refidence  of  a confumptive 
patient,  who  feeks  an  afylum  on  the  continent ! 

And  here  I cannot  but  lament  the  want  of  an  inftitution,  which,  at  no  great 
national  expence,  might  be  attended  with  vaft  national  advantages.  Was  a 
phyfician,  or  fome  medical  perfon,  to  be  placed  in  the  fuite  of  every  Britifh 
ambaffador,  envoy,  or  refident,  we  fhould  foon  be  informed,  and  with  fome  de- 
gree of  certainty,  of  the  proper  places  to  which  we  might  fend  our  patients 
with  the  greateft  profpedt  of  fuccefs.  Neither  the  partial  opinion  of  the  pa- 
tients who  have  refided  at  different  places,  nor  the  tranfient  vifits  of  the  moft 
obferving  travellers,  nor  even  the  obfervations  of  ingenious  fenfible  phyficians 
themfelves,  without  a longer  refidence  in  the  place  than  falls  to  the  lot  of 
moft  of  them,  can  enable  us  to  judge  with  accuracy  of  their  comparative  ad- 
vantages. 

The  fouth  of  France,  Italy,  Portugal,  (I  mention  them  in  the  order  they  are 
ufually  propofed  to  us)  are  the  places  of  general  refort. 

Wherever  the  winter  is  fhorteft,  the  leaft  fevere,  and  the  leaft  changeable, 
every  thing  elfe  being  alike,  that  is  the  moft  advileable.  To  which  may  be 
added  likewife,  the  place  of  the  moft  eafy  accefs.  Thus,  for  inftance,  Portu- 
gal, by  fome,  would  be  ftrongly  objected  to,  on  account  of  the  fea-voyage ; 
whilft  others,  perhaps,  would  chufe  it  for  the  fake  of  this  eafy  conveyance. 
But  if  there  be  juft  reafon  to  give  one  place  in  the  neighbourhood  of  London, 
and  within  the  compafs  of  a very  few  miles,  the  preference  to  another,  the  dif- 
ficulty of  giving  advice  in  this  cafe,  with  the  precifion  we  could  wifii,  is  too 
apparent ; and  it  muft  remain  fo,  till  further  obfervations  enable  us  to  form  a 
better  judgment  on  this  fubjedt. 

Of  all  the  places  we  are  acquainted  with;  perhaps  the  ifland  of  Madeira  en- 
joys the  moft  equal  temperature  ; but  the  voyage,  and  other  circumftances  at- 
tending it,  afford  very  formidable  objections. 

Nice  has  of  late  been  the  general  retreat  of  the  Englifh  confumptive  patients. 
Some  places  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Marfeilles  are  alfo  well  fpoken  of.  The 
neighbourhood  of  Naples  in  Italy  is  alfo  much  commended;  and  in  Portugal, 
the  vicinage  of  Lifbon,  and  Cintra,  a pleafant  fpot,  not  far  from  that  capital. 
In  all  thefe  places  regard  fhould  be  had  to  fituation  that  it  may  be  dry,  near 
no  ftagnant  water,  not  environed  with  thick  woods ; where  the  water  is  good, 
and  the  air  free,  but  not  ftormy  and  impetuous. 

To  thofe  who  objedl  to  the  continent,  a trial  of  the  weftern  counties  of 
England  may  be  properly  recommended  : fhould  it  not  prove  falutary,  the 
paffage  by  fea  to  Lifbon  from  thence  is,  for  the  moft  part,  both  fafe  and  fhort. 

Even 
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Even  fea-ficknefs  is  often  beneficial  to  the  confumptive,  as  well  as  the  fea-air. 
Impaired  digeftion,  and,  not  feldom,  a redundancy  of  bile,  attend  thefe  cafes ; 
and  perhaps  repeated  mild  emetics,  fufficient  to  cleanfe  the  firft  paflages,  would 
often  be  of  ufe. 

One  great  misfortune  attending  thefe  migrations,  whether  from  London  or 
other  great  cities,  into  the  neighbouring  country,  or  to  Briftol  and  other  places 
in  this  kingdom,  or  to  the  continent,  is,  that,  for  the  moft  part,  they  are  un- 
dertaken too  late,  both  in  refpetft  to  the  progrefs  of  the  difeafe,  and  the 
feafon.  ‘ 

Inftead  of  removing  at  a time  when  a change  of  air  and  its  confequences 
might  prevent  the  moft  ferious  evils,  they  are  in  hafte  to  quit  their  country, 
when  perhaps  neither  this  can  be  beneficial,  nor  the  feafon  for  a journey  a 
proper  one. 

It  feems  too  often  to  be  the  fate  of  confumptive  patients,  to  do  that  laft, 
which  they  ought  to  have  done  firft ; and  by  this  prepofterous  condufl,  to 
fhorten  their  own  lives,  and  afflicft  all  who  have  any  regard  for  them.  It  hap- 
pens not  feldom,  that  when  their  phyficians  and  their  friends  have  in  vain 
urged  their  departure  at  the  proper  feafon,  they  have  refolved  to  fet  out  on 
the  moft  fatiguing  journies  in  the  depth  of  winter  ; by  which  they  are  expofed 
to  every  kind  of  inconveniency  and  hardfhip : if  they  efcape  with  life,  they 
aggravate  their  difeafe,  and  too  frequently  die,  in  the  journey,  martyrs  to  their 
own  indifcretion. 

The  benefit  of  exercife  in  this  diftemper,  has  been  ftrongly  urged  by  many 
writers.  As  it  has  been  treated  of  fo  pertinently  by  Docftor  Dickfon,  one  of 
your  colleagues,  I fhall  fay  little  more  on  the  fubjedt.  It  is  however  evident, 
that  this  great  auxiliary  may  be  abufed,  and  that  confumptive  patients  may  ufe 
it  improperly.  They  ride  out  when  they  ought  not,  and  increafe  their  difeafe 
through  indifcretion.  Moderate  journies,  in  temperate  feafons,  and  as  much 
as  may  be  on  horfeback,  are  of  excellent  ufe  in  confumptive  cafes,  obferving, 
at  the  fame  time,  exadb  temperance,  both  in  refpedl  to  diet  and  liquors.  To 
ride  out  early  in  the  fpring,  in  very  lharp,  or  in  damp,  cold,  and  foggy  wea- 
ther, and  at  unfeafonable  hours,  as,  early  in  the  morning,  or  late  at  night,  is 
jnoft  certainly  prejudicial. 

^Repeated  bleedings,  in  fmall  quantities,  are  confidered  in  thefe  cafes  as 
■highly  advantageous.  They  are  fo ; and  yet  it  is  poflible  to  carry  this  point 
too  far : a conftitution  apparently  abounding  with  blood— the  blood  when 
emitted  extremely  fizy — much  pain  in  the  breaft— and  an  abatement  of  every 
fymptom  enfuing,  are  juft  motives  to  proceed.  In  fuch  cafes  bleeding  is  un- 
doubtedly proper,  and  to  be  repeated  fo  long  as  the  like  effects  enfue,  and 
health  is  reftored. 

But  in  very  delicate  conftitutions,  and  where  the  pulfe  may  be  quick,  with 
1 fome 
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fome  degree  of  fulnefs,  and  the  blood  laft  drawn  confiderably  fizy,  it  may  not 
be  of  the  like  advantage. 

I do  not  think  the  appearance  of  the  blood,  though  it  may  feem  to  be 
much  inflamed,  is  alone  a fufficient  reafon  for  bleeding.  All  other  evidence 
fhould  be  called  in,  to  aflift  us  in  determining  upon  it;  the  patient’s  age, 
ftrength,  habit,  ufual  evacuations,  and  ftate  of  the  difeafe.  I mean  only  to  fug- 
ged; care  ; not  to  difluade  from  the  operation : bleeding  carried  to  excefs,  even 
in  fmall  quantities,  is  capable  of  producing  various  ill  confequences. 

It  may  not  be  improper  in  this  place,  perhaps,  to  take  notice  of  a circum- 
ftance  which  often  happens  in  confumptive  cafes,  and  which  as  often  claims 
the  anxious  attention  of  fome  of  their  friends. 

It  is  well  known  that  young  delicate  females,  from  the  age  of  fifteen  or  fix- 
teen,  and  upwards,  are  often  fubjedt  to  this  diftemper.  When  it  has  advanced 
confiderably,  the  menjes , if  they  have  made  their  appearance,  mod  generally 
ceafe.  This  alarms  their  female  friends,  and  they  call  upon  the  phyfician  to 
ufe  his  utmoft  endeavours  to  aflift  in  this  point,  believing  this  ceffation  to  be 
the  caufe  of  the  complaint.  Induced  by  thefe  felicitations,  medicines  have 
fometimes  been  adminiftered,  that,  without  obtaining  this  end,  have  tended  to 
aggravate  the  diftemper.  This  deficiency  is  often  of  no  real  difadvantage  in 
thefe  cafes : in  many  it  would  be  injurious,  by  leftening  the  ftrength,  which  is 
already  infufticient  for  the  purpofes  of  life.  Even  fmall  bleedings,  at  the  re- 
gular periods,  have  often  done  more  harm  than  good.  A fudden  fuppreffion 
may  require  bleeding  ; but  when  the  evacuation  fails  through  want  of  ftrength 
and  poverty  of  blood,  it  increafes  the  difeafe. 

Drains  are  alfo  deemed  to  be  of  great  ufe  in  the  cure  of  diferders  of  the 
breaft.  Ifiues,  fetons,  blifters,  both  temporary,  and,  as  they  are  ftyled,  for 
want  of  a more  juft  epithet,  perpetual,  are  ftrenuoufly  recommended.  I con- 
fefs  I have  but  little  experience  to  allege,  either  for  or  againft  thefe  kinds  of 
applications : whilft  I pay  great  deference,  not  only  to  the  experience  of  my 
brethren  of  the  faculty,  but  even  to  their  opinions,  they  will  not  wifh  me  to 
give  up  my  own  implicitly. 

It  gives  me  fome  degree  of  firmnefs  in  profecuting  any  meafure,  whilft  I can 
perceive  fome  relation  between  the  caufe  and  the  effedt.  When  I difcover  that 
a phthifical  patient  is.  defcended  from  parents  who  have  been  fubjedt  to  cuta- 
neous or  fcrophulous  difeafes,  or  that  they  have  had  the  like  themfelves  ; that 
fome  iflue  has  been  fuddenly  flopped;  feme  eruption  has  difappeared ; and  that 
the  breaft  was  foon  after  attacked  ; it  feems  immediately  neceftary  to  fubftitute 
an  artificial  drain,  and,  perhaps,  as  near  to  the  part  that  was  the  feat  of  thefe 
diferders,  as  conveniency  will  permit.  I believe  it  happens  not  feldom,  that 
very  dangerous  attacks  upon  the  breaft  are  made  by  the  retroceffion  of  fuch 
impurities ; and  that  in  fuch  cafes  thefe  auxiliaries  ought  elpecially  to  be  re- 
commended. 
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commended.  But  as  confumptive  complaints  exift  in  many  conftitutions,  in 
which  it  does  not  appear  that  they  proceed  from,  or  are  increafed  by,  any  fuch 
retroceftions ; in  fuch  cafes  to  prefcribe  iflues  or  blifters,  feems  to  be  inflicting 
a certain  pain,  or  perhaps  a grievous  inconveniency,  to  obtain  a very  uncertain 
advantage. 

In  my  former  paper  I omitted  to  take  notice  of  one  medicine,  which  I have 
feen  made  ufe  of  too  frequently  in  the  treatment  of  this  diftemper ; the  oxymel 
of  fquills.  There  is  fcarce  a circumftance  in  the  whole  courfe  of  this  difeafe, 
in  which  one  of  the  moil  powerful  expectorants  can  be  of  ufe ; our  utmoft  en- 
deavours ought  to  be  exerted,  to  cool,  to  abate  inflammation,  and  to  remove 
every  caufe  of  irritation  to  the  lungs.  Under  fuch  circumftances,  to  give  a 
medicine  the  molt  irritating  of  all  others,  feems  highly  improper. 

Hitherto  no  mention  has  been  made  of  the  ufe  and  abufe  of  a milk  diet  in 
this  diftemper.  It  may,  however,  be  remarked,  that  there  are  conftitutions  in 
which  this  moil  excellent  nutriment  feems  to  difagree;  a pronenefs  to  gene- 
rate bile,  or  too  ftrong  a tendency  to  acefcency  from  weak  organs  of  digeftion, 
both  require  the  phyfician’s  attention.  Whey,  either  from  cows  or  goats  milk, 
would  probably  agree  belt  with  the  former;  and  lime-water,  added  to  the 
milk,  would  counteract  acidity. 

There  is  one  ufual  addition  made  to  milk,  which  I think  ftiould  either  be 
totally  profcribed,  or  the  moil  exprefs  directions  given  concerning  it : I mean 
the  common  addition  of  rum  or  brandy  to  afles  or  cows  milk.  Thefe  have 
done  more  mifchief  to  confumptive  patients,  than  any  but  phyflcians  can  con- 
ceive. Thefe  additions  are  moftly  committed  to  the  management  of  fervants, 
who,  for  the  moll  part,  think  every  thing  of  this  nature  cordial;  an  idea  they 
annex  to  growing  ftrong;  and  therefore  too  often  give  liberal  dofes.  Ardent 
fpirits  not  only  heat,  but  coagulate  milk,  added  beyond  a certain  quantity;  by 
which  means  the  milk  difagrees,  and  the  fpirit  augments  the  difeafe. 

To  enter  minutely  into  the  various  other  circumftances  relative  to  this  dif- 
eafe, would  be  encroaching  too  much  on  your  plan : permit  me,  however,  to 
add,  that  to  prevail  upon  the  fubjeCls  of  it,  early  to  abftain  from  all  animal 
food,  and  all  fpirituous  and  fermented  liquors;  to  fubfift  entirely  on  milk, 
fruit,  vegetables,  and  things  prepared  from  them  ; to  quit  the  air  of  populous 
towns  and  large  cities;  to  fhun  all  occafions  of  anxiety,  as  well  as  fatiguing 
diffipation ; to  be  regular  in  their  hours,  rifling  early,  ufing  moderately  fuch  ex- 
ercife  as  is  fuited  to  their  ftrength,  and  changing  the  air  as  far  and  as  often  as 
their  convenience  will  permit ; is  to  render  them  the  moft  eflential  fervices  in 
our  power.  Medicines  will  then  more  efficacioufly  contribute  to  abate  the  fe- 
ver, mitigate  the  cough,  and  reftore  that  ftrength  and  vigour  which  has  been 
wafted  by  difeafe,  and  their  own  inattention. 
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Some  Experiments  by  M.  MORRIS,  M.D.  F.R.S. * 


To  the  Medical  Society  in  London. 

'Gentlemen, 

THOUGH  the  improvement  of  the  art  of  healing  is  your  immediate  ob* 
jedtj  yet  I do  not  perceive,  from  the  plan  of  your  inflitution,  that  you 
propofe  altogether  to  exclude  fuch  parts  'of  natural  hiftory  as  relate  to  the 
Materia  Medica , and  which  may  tend  to  explain  what  has  hitherto  been  ob- 
fcure,  and  thereby  created  confufion.  Prefuming  therefore  that  the  following 
account  of  an  article  well  known  by  name,  and  by  this  chiefly,  may  be  con- 
formable to  your  intentions,  I fubmit  it  to  your  confideration  without  any  fur- 
ther apology. 

When  the  Dolphin,  Captain  Wallis,  returned  from  the  South  Seas  in  17  68, 
the  officers  brought  with  them  a confiderable  quantity  of  the  genuine  bark, 
iCalled  Winter’s  Bark.  I call  it  the  genuine  bark,  to  diftinguilh  it  from  the 

* Medical  Obfervations  and  Inquiries,  vol.  v.  p.  41.  Read  November  22,  1773. 

T t Can  ell* 
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Canella  Alba , which  has  long  ufurped  the  name  of  Winter’s  Bark,  though  it  is 
very  unlike  in  its  appearance  and  fenfible  qualities,  the  produce  of  a different 
tree,  and  which  is-  brought  from  a very  different  part  of  the  globe. 

Captain  Wallis,  foon  after  his  return,  gave  a fmall  branch  of  the  tree  to  his 
friend,  Captain  Middleton,  who  was  fo  obliging  as  to  make  me  a prefent  of  it. 
Some  of  the  bark  I had  received  before  from  an  officer  of  the  Dolphin. 
Thefe  circumftances  induced  me  to  wifh  fome  fuch  account  of  this  bark, 
might  be  laid  before  the  public,  as  is  here  propofed  to  you,  that  the  true  Cor- 
tex Winteranus  of  the  Magellanic  Streights  might  for  the  future  be  clearly  dif- 
tinguifhed  from  the  Canella  Alba3  the  produce  of  Jamaica  and  fome  other 
Weft-India  iflands. 

The  fpecimen  I had  received  was  fo  far  perfe£t,  that  it  enabled  the  late  very 
eminent  draughtfman  G.  D.  Ehret  to  make  an  elegant  drawing  of  it,  with  a 
tolerably  exadt  defeription  of  its  botanical  characters. 

But  as  I wiffied  to  lay  before  you  the  clearefl  account  I could  collect  of  this 
fubjedt,  1 prevailed  upon  Dr.  Solander  to  examine  the  fpecimen,  defeription, 
and  the  drawing  I had  procured,  and  to  favour  me  with  fuch  a hiftory  and  de- 
feription of  it  as  might  enable  botanifts  to  place  the  tree  in  its  proper  rank. 
At  the  fame  time  I requefted  Dr.  Morris  to  lend  his  affiftance  in  a chymical 
analyfis  of  this  fubftance. 

The  following  is  the  Botanical  Hiftory  and  Defeription  of  the  Winterana 
Aromatica  by  Dr.  Solander  : 

The  tree  which  produces  the  Winter’s  Bark  was  utterly  unknown  to  the  Eu- 
ropeans till  the  return  of  Captain  John  Winter,  who,  in  the  year  1577,  failed 
with  Sir  Francis  Drake,  as  commander  of  a ffiip  called  the  Elizabeth,  deftined 
for  the  South  Seas ; but  immediately  after  they  had  got  through  the  Streights 
of  Magellan,  Captain  Winter,  on  the  8th  of  Odtober  1578,  was  obliged  by 
ftrefs  of  weather  to  part  company,  and  to  go  back  again  into  the  Streights, 
from  whence  he  returned  into  England  in  June  1579,  and  brought  with  him 
feveral  pieces  of  this  aromatic  bark;  which  Clufius , in  his  Exot.  p.  75,  calls 
after  him  Cortex  Winteranus , or  Winter’s  Bark. 

Several  authors  have  mentioned  it  fince  in  their  botanical  works ; but  all 
they  have  faid  has  been  copied  from  Clufius,  e.  g.  Dalechamp  Hift.  p.  1818. 
Parkinfon  Theatr.  p.  1652,  Bauhin  Pin.  461.  Jonfton  Dendr.  p.  232. 

No  more  was  heard  of  this  bark  * till  the  Dutch  fleet  under  Admiral  Van 

Nort 

* In -the  account'of  Amada’s  and  Barlow’s  difeovery  of  Virginia,  1584,  it  is  faid  that  they 
found  there  “ Black  Cinnamon , of  which  Mr.  Winter  brought  fome  from  the  Streights  of  Magel- 
lan See  Hackluyt  Voy.  <vol . iii.  /.  246;  which  is  the  bark  of  a very  different  tree.  Pomet,  in  his 
Mat,  Med.  /•  130,  imagined  our  Winter’s  Bark  to  be  the  fame  with  the  Canella  Cinnamomea ; 
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-Nort  returned  from  the  Streights  of  Magellan,  in  the  year  1600 ; the  author 
of  the  account  of  their  voyage  calls  this  tree  c<  Lauro  firmlis  arbor  licet  proce- 
i(  rior,  cortice  piperis  modo  acri  et  mordenti.”  De  Bry.  Ind.  Occid.  vol.  ix» 

p.  18. 

Afterwards  all  the  navigators  who  patted  through  the  Streights  of  Magellan 
took  notice  of  the  tree,  on  account  of  the  ufefulnefs  of  its  bark  j but  none 
furnifhed  any  defcription  that  could  make  it  botanically  known,  before  Mr. 
-George  Handafyd  came  from  the  Streights  of  Magellan,  1691,  and  brought 
with  him  fome  dried  fpecimens,  which  he  gave  to  Sir  Hans  Sloane,  and  are 
mow  preferved  in  the  Britiih  Mufeum,  Hort.  Sicc.  8.  fo.  100.  130.  148.  332. 
fo.  46.  From  thefe  fpecimens,  and  the  account  Mr.  Handafyd  gave  of  this 
tree.  Sir  Hans  Sloane  drew  up  a hiftory,  and  gave  a figure  in  the  Philofophical 
Tranfactions,  1693,  N°  204,  p.922,  t.  1...  “ Periclymenum  reftum,  foliis  lau- 
*c  rinis,  cortice  acri  aromatico.” 

Still  the  fyftematical  botanifhs  could  not  give  it  a place  in  their  catalogues, 
being  unacquainted  with  its  flowers  and  fruit. 

The  following  defcription  and  annexed  figures,  which  are  taken  from  the 
fpecimens  brought  by  Captain  Wallis  from  the  Streights  of  Magellan,  and  the 
obfervations  made  by  us  *,  during  our  flay  in  Terra  del  Fuego,  in  the 
Streights  le  Maire,  I hope  will  fatisfy  the  curious,  and  enable  botanifts  to  refer 
it  to  the  proper  clafles  of  their  fyfliems.  It  feems  as  if  the  trees  in  the  Streights 
of  Magellan,  near  the  fea-coaft,  were  ftinted,  perhaps  from  the  high  winds, 
and  have  fmaller  leaves  than  thofe  upon  Terra  del  Fuego,  where  again  the 
flowers  were  not  fo  much  expanded  as  in  the  Streights  of  Magellan..  This 
lafi:  difference  may  be  occafioned  by  the  feafon,  as  the  flowers  on  Terra  del 
Fuego  were  feen  in  the  month  of  January,  and  in  the  Streights  of  Magellan  in 
-the  month  of  March. 

The  Winter' s-Bark  tree , Winterana  Aromatic  a,  is  one  of  the  largefl  for  eft- 
trees  upon  Terra  del  Fuego ; it  often  rifes  to  the  height  of  fifty  feet.  Its  out- 
ward bark  is  on  the  trunk  grey,  and  very  little  wrinkled,  and  on  the  branches 
-quite  fmooth  and  green. 

The  branches  do  not  fpread  horizontally,  but  bend  upwards,  and  form  an 
^elegant  head  of  an  oval  fhape. 

The  leaves  come  out,  without  order,  of  an  oval  elliptic  fhape,  quite  entire, 
obtufe,  flat,  fmooth,  fhining,  of  a thick,  leathery  fubftance,  evergreen,  on  the 

Brown  Hijl . Jam.  p.  275,  fo.  3 ; Catejby  Carol.  <vol.  ii.  p.  50,  150  ; which  grows  in  the  Well- 
Indies,  between  the  tropics,  and  is  called  by  the  druggifts  Canella  Alba.  This  error  has  been 
followed  by  mcl  of  the  modern  writers,  and  the  two  trees  propofed  under  the  fame  name,  viz. 
Winterania  Canella.  Linn,  Sp.  PI.  638. 

* Jofeph  Banks,  Efq;  and  Dr.  Solander. 
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upper  fide  of  a lively  deep  green  colour,  and  of  a pale  biueifh  colour  under- 
neath, without  any  nerves,  and  their  veins  fcarcely  vifible  ; they  are  fomewhat 
narrower  near  the  footftalks,  and  there  their  margins  are  bent  downwards. 

In  general,  the  leaves  are  from  three  to  four  inches  long,  and  between  one 
and  two  broad ; they  have  very  fhort  footJialks>  feldom  half  an  inch  long*, 
which  are  fmooth,  concave  on  the  upper  fide,  and  convex  underneath.  From 
the  fears  of  the  old  footftalks  the  branches  are  often  tuberculated; 

The  peduncles,  or  footftalks  for  the  flowers,  come  out  of  the  axilla  folio - 
rum , near  the  extremity  of  the  branches-}-  they  are  flat,  of  a pale  colour,  twice 
or  three  times  fhorter  than  the  leaves;  now  and  then  they  fupport  only  one 
flower,  but  are  oftener  near  the  top  divided  into  three  fhort  branches,  each 
with  one  flower. 

The  brafiea  are  oblong,  pointed,  concave,,  entire,  thick,  whitifti,  and  fituated 
one  at  the  bafis  of  each  peduncle. 

CaliXy  or  flower-cup , it  has  none;  but  in  its  place  the  flower  is  furrounded 
with  a Jpathaceous  gem,  of  a thick,  leathery  fubftance,  green,  but  reddifh  on  the 
fide  which  has  faced  the  fun : before  this  gem  burfts,  it  is  of  a round  form,..and 
its  fize  is  that  of  a fmall  pea.  It  burfts  commonly  fo  that  one  fide  is  higher 
than  the  other,  and  the  fegments  are  pointed. 

The  corolla  confifts  always  of  feven  petals,  which  are  oval,  obtufe,  concave, 
eredt,  white,  have  fmall  veins,  and  are  of  an  unequal  fize,  the  largeft  fcarcely 
four  lines  long ; they  very  foon  fade,,  and  drop  off  almoft  as.  foon  as  the  gem  ■ 
burfts. 

The  filaments  are  from  fifteen  to  thirty,  and  are  placed  on  the  flat  end  fide 
of  the  receptacle;  they  are  much  fhorter  than  the  petals,  and  gradually  de~ 
creafe  in  length  towards  the  fides. 

The  anther  a are  large,  oval,  longitudinally  divided  into  two,  or  as  if  each 
was  made  up  of  two  oblong  antheras. 

The  germina  are  from  three  to  fix,  placed  above  the  receptacle,  turbinated, 
or  of  the  fhape  of  an  inverted  fig,  flat  on  the  infide,  and  fomewhat  higher  than 
the  ftamina ; they  have  no  ftyles,  but  terminate  in  a ftigma,  which  is  divided 
into  two  or  three  fmall  lobes. 

The  fruit  I have  never  feen  in  its  perfedt  ripe  ftate,  but  can  conclude  from 
the  unripe  ones,  which  I faw  in  abundance,  that  each  germen  becomes  a fepa- 
rate  feed-veflel,  of  a thick,  flefliy  fubftance,.  and  unilocular:  in  each  I could 
plainly  difeern  the  rudiments  of  three,  four,  or  five  feeds. 
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EXPLANATION  of  the  FIGURES. 

Obf.  All  but  Fig.  1.  are  magnified. 

^ ’)  1 ' : '• 

Fig.  1.  The  fpathaceous  gem,  after  it  is  burft  open. 

2.  The  fame. 

3.  The  fame  (a ) with  the  corolla  (b)  remaining  within  it. 

4.  One  of  the  petals  fpread  out.  . 

5.  The  ftamina  (a)  and  the  piftilla  (b)  after  the  gem  and  the  corolla 

are  taken  away. 

6.  The  outfide  of  an  anthera  (a)  with  its  filament  (b). 

7.  The  infide  of  the  fame.  t t_  , r, 

8.  The  germina  (a)  fituated  on  the  center  of  the  receptacle,  after  the 

ftamina  have  been  removed;  .the  lobated  ftign-ia  (b). 

9.  The  convex,  or  outermoft  fide  of  a germen  (a)  with  its  ftigma  (b ). 

10.  The  infide  of  the  fame. 

11.  A germen  cut  open  longitudinally,  fo  as  to  fliew  the  rudiments  of 

the  feeds. 

52..  A germen  cut  through  tranfverfely. 


To  this  very  accurate  hiftory  and  fyftematical  defcription  by  Dr.  Solander,  I 
take -the  liberty  to  fubjoin  an  extract  of  a letter  from  Captain  Wallis,  relative 
to  this  fubje<ft,  as  it  contains  fome  particulars  not  unworthy  of  being  preferved 
in  this  account.  .v  : . 

“ I met  (fays  Captain  Wallis)  with  the  Winter’s  Bark  at  Port  Famine,  in  the 
Streights  of  Magellan,  in  lat.  53.  30.  fouth,  and  70.  00.  weft  longitude  from 
London.  The  country  is. as  mountainous  as  the  Alps,  and  of  courfe  the  tops 
of  them  ever  covered  with  fnow. 

“ The  firft  trees  we  met  with  was  on  Chriftmas-day,  1766,  which  is  midfum- 
mer  in  that  country.  The  tree  had  no  bloftom,  nor  appearance  of  any  at  that 
time.  We  continued  at.  this  place  about  a fortnight,  to  wood  and  water,  dur- 
ing which  time  the  furgeon,  with  the  afilftanee  of  the  ailing  people,  gathered 
a pretty  large  quantity  of  the  bark. 

“ The  trees  were  of  various  fizes,  according  to  the  foil  they  grew  upon,  and 
their  fituation..  Thofe  near  the  fea,  and  in  rocky  ground,  were  fcrubby,  the 
bark  {ticking  clofe  to  the  wood,  and  had  a dirty  look ; thofe  on  plain  ground 
and  flickered  were  ftraight  and  tall,  rifing  to  thirty  or  forty  feet,  and  as  thick 

as 
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as  a middle-fized  man.  The  bark  fmooth,  and  fomewhat  refembling  the 
horfe-chefnut.  The  trees  are  exceedingly  beautiful ; and  there  were  abun- 
dance of  young  ones  growing  under  them,  from  an  inch  to  ten  feet  high.  I 
put  a great  number  of  thefe  fmall  ones  into  boxes  of  earth,  and  fent  them  by  a 
ftore-lhip  to  Falkland's  Iflands,  where  I heard  they  were  planted,  but  did  not 
live,  owing  I believe  to  want  of  care.. 

tf  The  leaves  of  this  tree  are  like  thofe  of  laurel;  its  wood  is  white,  light, 
and  neither  fit  for  burning  or  any  other  ufe„  The  wood  is  infipid;  the  tafle  is 
only  in  the  bark  and  leaves. 

<f  At  every  place  we  touched  at  from  Port  Famine  till  we  had  reached  the 
weftern  end  of  the  Streights,  a coiirfe  of  about  one  hundred  and  twenty 
leagues,  we  met  with  the  tree  that  produced  this  bark.  The  weather  is  much 
more  fevere  in  this  climate  than  iii  England,  where,  in  my  opinion,  they 
would  thrive  very  well.  We  arrived  in  March  at  a part  of  the  Streights  called 
Upright  Bay,  where  we  were  detained  a month.  The  trees  here  were  very 
fcrubby,  but  we  found  them  in  bloffom,  as  I fuppofe  they  were  now  alfo  at 
the  eafternmofl  part-  df  the  Streights,  though  we  had  much  fnow  and  hard 
frofts.  The  flowers  were  dropped  from  many  of  the  trees,  and  the  buds  or 
berries  were  ripening.  At  that  time  they  were  not  larger  than  a pea:  I 
brought  many  of  them  home,  and  gave  them  to  feveral  of  my  acquaintance, 
who  fowed  them ; but  I never  heard  that  any  of  them  came  up.” 

Thus  far  Captain  Wallis.. 

7 . ' ' ' , •'  - . n . \ V y fy  in  Vl  T7  2i;iJ  1 •* 

The  bark  of  the  Winterania,  or  Winter’s  Cinnamon,  brought  over  by  the 
Dolphin,  in  refpedt  to  figure,  exactly  refembles  that  which  was  delineated  by 
Clufius.  The  pieces  are  about  three  or  four  inches  fquare,  of  different  degrees 
•of  thicknefs,  from  a quarter  to  three  quarters  of  an  inch.  It  is  of  a dark- 
.brown  cinnamon  colour,  an  aromatic  fmell  if  rubbed,  and  of  a pungent,  hot, 
fpicy  tafle,  which  is  lafling  on  the  palate,  though  imparted  flowly.  It  has  the 
name  of  Winter's  Cinnamon,  from  a faint  refemblance  in  colour  and  flavour 
-to  that  grateful  aromatic,  though  differing  from  it'  greatly  in  every  other  re- 
fpedt.  This  bark  is  only  brought  to  us  from  the  Stteights  of  Magellan,  and  is 
the  produce  of  the  tree  above  defcribed;  much  celebrated  as  an  antifcorbutic 
by  the  firfl  difcoverers,  but  unknown  in  the  practice  of  phyfic,  no  quantity, 
except  as  a curiofity,  having  been  brought  to  Europe  till  the  return  of  the 
fliips  fent  out  on  the  expeditions  to  the  South  Seas. 

The  bark  which  was  fubflituted  in  the  room  of  this,  is  the  Cavella  Alba  of 
the  fhops,  the  bark  of  a very  different  tree,  and  brought  from  a different  part 
of  the  world,  difagreeing  with  the  former  in  almofl  every  particular.  It  is  of 
a light  afh  or  grey  colour ; in  thicknefs  it  feldom  exceeds  two-eighths  of  an 

inch. 
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rnch.  The  pieces  are  of  different  lengths  and  irregular  fhapes,  and  for  the 
moft  part  are  taken  from  trees  of  fmall  fize : its  tafte  is  aromatic,  and  has  more 
of  the  clove  than  the  cinnamon.  It  yields  an  effential  oil  by  diftillation,  and 
is  brought  to  us  chiefly  from  Jamaica,  though  it  is  found  I believe  in  fome 
other  of  the  Weft-India  iflands.  There  are  a few  plants  of  it  in  the  ftoves  of 
‘ fome  curious  botanifts  in  England,  particularly  in  that  belonging  to  John 
Blackburne,  Efq;  at  Orford,  Lancafhire. 

Sir  Hans  Sloane  gives  a figure  of  it  in  his  Hiftory  of  Jamaica,  from  which 
it  evidently  appears  to  be  a different  genus  from  the  Winter ania  Aromatica. 

For  want  of  the  knowledge  of  thefe  circumftances,  and  an  opportunity  of 
comparing  the  genuine  Winter’s  Bark  with  the  Canella  Alba , fome  of  the  moft 
refpedtable  writers  on  the  Materia  Medica  have  fcarcely  been  able  to  avoid 
confufion  in  treating  this  fubjedt ; which  it  is  hoped  for  the  future  will  be 
avoided,  and  the  diftindtion  between  them  fufficiently  eftablifhed. 


EXPERIMENTS  on  the  CORTEX  WINTERANUS,  ok 
MAGELLANJCUS,  by  Dr.  MORRIS. 

1.  piVE  grains  of  Cortex  Winter  anus,  in  coarfe  powder,  were  infufed  in  two 

ounces  of  cold  water  for  about  an  hour;  on  adding  to  apart  of  the 
filtered  folution  gradually  ten  drops  of  a faturated  folution  of  green  vitriol,  the 
liquor  became  of  a blueilh  black,  and  a black  fediment  was  precipitated. 

2.  On  repeating  the  experiment  with  hot  water  inftead  of  cold,  five  drops 
of  the  folution  of  vitriol  ftruck  a purplifh  black  with  the  infufion ; the  fedi- 
ment was  next  morning  of  a dark  olive  colour,  not  unlike  the  fediment  from 
an  infufion  of  the  Peruvian  Bark  with  Sal  Martis. 

3.  On  a comparative  trial  with  the  infufion  of  galls,  though  the  phenomena 
were  the  fame  with  folution  of  vitriol,  yet  on  examining  the  fediment  of  each 
next  day,  that  of  the  infufion  of  galls  was  blacker,  lighter,  and  more  copious 
than  that  of  the  Winter’s  Bark. 

Two  ounces  of  Winter’s  Bark  coarfely  powdered  were  infufed  in  a pound  of 
clear  river-water  for  thirty-fix  hours ; the  infufion  was  filtered,  half  a pound  of 
water  was  added  to  the  refiduum,  and  infufed  with  it  for  the  fame  fpace  of 
time ; being  then  filtered,  it  was  mixed  with  the  former  infufion,  and  evapo- 
rated to’ a dry  extradt,  which  weighed  two  drachms  and  tweniy-four  grains. 

On  treating  two  ounces  of  this  bark  with  the  fame  quantity  of  proof  fpirit, 
two  drachms  and  twelve  grains  of  dry  extradt  were  obtained. 

On  proceeding  in  the  fame  manner  with  rectified  fpirit  of  wine,  two  drachms 
only  of  extradt  were  produced. 

$ A pound 
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A pound  of  the  faid  bark  in  coarfe  powder  was  infufed  in  a proper  quantity 
of  water  for  twenty-four  hours,  and  a gallon  was  carefully  drawn  off  by  dif- 
tillation.  The  diftilled  water  was  clear,  of  a pleafant  tafte,  and  had  fomething 
of  the  flavour  of  cinnamon.  There  was  no  eflential  oil. 

The  decocftion  evaporated  afforded  fix  ounces  of  a foft  extract,  of  a grateful 
aromatic  tafte. 

From  thefe  experiments,  the  Cortex  Magellanicus  appears  to  be  an  aftringent 
of  a particular  kind,  and  therefore  likely  to  be  of  ufe  in  feveral  manufa&ures. 
That  water  is  the  proper  diffolvent  of  this  bark;  -though  the  faline,  gummy, 
and  refinous  parts  are  fo  blended  in  it,  as  in  faffron  and  feme  other  vegetables, 
that  it  parts  with  them  readily  in  proof  and  re&ified  fpirits  of  wine,  though 
not  in  fo  great  a quantity. 

The  infufion  and  decoftion  of  this  bark  were  of  fo  grateful  an  aromatic 
bitter  tafte,  that  it  feems  likely  to  be  a pleafant  vehicle  for  fome  of  the.nau- 
feous  drugs.  With  this  view,  on  fubftituting  the  powder  of  this  bark  for  the 
cardamom-feeds  in  making  the  infufion  of  fenna,  as  directed  in  the  London 
Difpenfatory,  the  naufeous  fmell  and  tafte  of  that  excellent  purgative  was  fo 
effe&ually  covered,  as  to  be  fcarcely  diftinguifhed  by  the  niceft  palate.  Tinc- 
ture of  rhubarb  alfo,  prepared  with  this  bark  inftead  of  cardamoms,  feemed  far 
lefs  difagreeable.  • 

It  muft  not  be  concealed,  that  the  Canella  Alba  from  Jamaica,  which  is  ge- 
nerally fold  for  the  Winter’s  Bark  in  the  fhops,  was  found  to  have  the  laft- 
mentioned  property,  but  I think  not  in  fo  high  a degree. 

M.  MORRIS . 


I fhall  conclude  this  account,  exprefling  a wifn,  that  this  very  elegant  and  not 
lefs  ufeful  tree  might  fpeedily  be  made  a denizen  of  Britain.  Here  it  would 
moft  probably  grow  luxuriantly,  as  in  a much  warmer  region  than  its  own : it 
■would  bear  our  fevereft  winters,  and  be  a moft  agreeable  addition  to  our  ever- 
greens ; and,  what  is  ftill  of  more  importance,  it  would  probably  furnilh  us 
■with  a valuable  medicine. 

Captain  Wallis,  though  unfuccefsful  in  his  endeavours,  has  fet  an  excellent 
example  ; and  if  thofe  gentlemen  who  in  future  may  be  employed  by  their 
country  in  thofe  parts  of  the  world,  take  every  opportunity  of  bringing  either 
ripe  feeds  or  plants  to  Falkland’s  Iflands,  or  to  England  if  pofiible,  they 
would  merit  the  thanks  of  the  lovers  of  fuch  ornaments,  and  render  an  eflen- 
tial fervice  to  the  public.  I am 

Your  Friend  and  Colleague, 

J.  FOTHERGILL. 
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A PAINFUL  AFFECTION  of  the  FACE  *. 


To  the  Medical  Society  in  London. 

Gentlemen,  ✓ 

WHEN  I related  to  you,  at  one  of  our  late  aflemblies,  the  purport  of  the 
following  narrative,  feveral  inftances  of  a fimilar  affedtion  were  then 
recollected ; cafes,  which,  though  nearly  akin  in  appearance  to  the  tooth-ach, 
and  that  kind  of  diforder  of  the  jaw  which  is  fometimes  called  the  rheuma- 
tifm,  fometimes  the  ague  in  the  head,  and  which  had  not  given  way  to  thofe 
remedies  and  applications  that  in  fuch  complaints  are  moft  commonly  fuccefs- 
ful  in  curing  them ; you  then  thought  that  a more  particular  account  of  this 
difeafe,  and  the  method  of  removing  it,  might  not  be  unacceptable  to  the  pub- 
lic : for  though  it  does  not  every  day  occur,  yet  to  be  able  to  diftinguifh  and 
to  cure,  with  fome  degree  of  certainty,  a difeafe,  that,  during  the  time  it  lafls, 
is  extremely  excruciating,  is  an  addition,  however  fmall,  to  the  utility  of  our 
profeffion. 

In  the  third  volume  of  the  Medical  Obfervations,  among  the  remarks  on 
the  efficacy  of  hemlock  in  relieving  fome  anomalous  pains,  there  is  one  cafe 
mentioned  of  a perfon  cured  by  it  of  a painful  difeafe  affedting  the  facef.  It 
is  a difeafe  that  has  occurred  to  me  feveral  times it  feems  to  be  of  a lingular 
nature,  and,  fo  far  as  I know,  altogether  undefcribed. 

This  affedtion  feems  to  be  peculiar  to  perfons  advancing  in  years,  and  to 
women  more  than  to  men.  I never  met  with  it  in  any  one  much  under  forty, 
but  after  this  period,  no  age  is  exempt  from  it.  t 

The  cafe  does  not  occur  very  frequently.  I can  recoiled!:  but  about'  four- 
teen inftances  in  the  courfe  of  my  bufinefs. 

* Medical  Obfervations  and  Inquiries,  vol.  v,  page  129.  anno  17730 
t See  p.  56,  Sc  feqq.  of  this  volume. 
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This  lafl  year  I was  confulted  for  two  women,  one  near  eighty,  the  other 
about  fif  ty  years  of  age,  both  of  them  in  other  refpefts  healthy. 

From  imperceptible  beginnings,  a pain  attacks  fome  part  or  other  of  the 
face,  or  the  fide  of  the  head : fometimes  about  the  orbit  of  the  eye,  fometimes 
the  ojfa  malarum , fometimes  the  temporal  bones,  are  the  parts  complained  of. 
The  pain  comes  fuddenly,  and  is  excruciating ; it  lafts  but  a fhort  time,  per- 
haps a quarter  or  half  a minute,  and  then  goes  off;  it  returns  at  irregular  in- 
tervals, fometimes  in  half  an  hour,  fometimes  there  are  two  or  three  repetitions 
in  a few  minutes. 

The  kind  of  pain  is  defcribed  differently  by  different  perfons,  as  may  be  rea- 
fonably  expedited;  but  one  fees  enough  to  excite  one’s  compaflion,  if  prefent 
during  the  paroxyfm. 

It  returns  full  as  often  in  the  day  as  in  the  night.  Eating  will  bring  it  on 
fome  perfons ; talking,  or  the  leaf!:  motion  of  the  mufcles  of  the  face,  affedts 
others ; the  gentleft  touch  of  a hand  or  a handkerchief  will  fometimes  bring  on 
the  pain,  whilft  a ftrong  preffure  on  the  part  has  no  effedt. 

It  differs  from  the  tooth-ach  eifentially  in  many  refpedts.  It  affects  fome 
who,  from  age,  have  few  or  no  teeth  remaining.  It  moft  commonly  feizes. 
fome  part  above  the  fockets  of  the  teeth,  yet  the  teeth  are  fometimes  affedted 
with  an  exquifite  fenfibility,  upon  endeavouring  to  chew  even  the  fofteft  fub- 
ftance.  The  lower  jaw  is  feldom  attacked  with  this  difeafe. 

It  differs  likewife  from  that  diforder  which  has  obtained  the  name  of  an 
ague  or  rheumatifm  in  the  face,  a diforder  as  painful  as  it  is  frequent.  This, 
though  it  is  often  connected  with  fome  decay  in  the  teeth  and  the  nerves  that 
are  diftributed  to  them,  yet  for  the  moft  part  its  exacerbations  are  regular  in 
refpedt  of  time,  like  the  fits  of  an  ague ; and  at  night,  as  in  the  rheu- 
matifm. 

The  tooth-ach,  arifing  from  a faulty  tooth,  does  not  often  indeed  afford 
much  remiffion  from  pain,  till  either  the  inflammation  is  abated  by  fome 
means,  or  the  nerve  is  deftroyed,  or  rendered  lefs  fenfible. 

But  when  to  the  ufual  caufe  of  a tooth-ach  this  rheumatic  difpofition  is  con- 
joined, though  the  pains  are  never  intirely  off,  yet  the  night  is  the  time  of 
their  greateft  feverity.  Befides,  the  feafan  of  the  tooth-ach  and  this  fpecies  of 
rheumatifm  is  generally  from  the  end  of  adolefcence  to  the  meridian  of  life,  or 
later. 

The  difeafe  which  is  the  fubjedt  of  this  effay  is  feldom  obferved  till  between 
forty  and  fifty,  and  through  the  later  ftages  of  life.  Contrary  to  what  happens 
in  the  preceding  complaints,  the  affedtion  I am  treating  of  is  moft  commonly 
feverer  in  the  day  than  in  the  night ; fometimes,  indeed,  it  is  excited  to  an 
extreme  degree  of  violence  by  the  lighted:  touch  of  the  bed-clothes,  which  can 
Scarcely  be  avoided  in  turning,  or  any  other  motion  in  bed. 
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Some  painful  affedions  of  the  head,  and  which  fometimes  extend  to  the  face, 
likewife  occur  in  pradice,  that  arife  from  ancient  venereal  complaints  imper- 
fectly cured. 

Thefe  likewife,  as  the  rheumatifm  above  mentioned,  are  always  mod:  fevere 
in  the  night ; they  come  on  infenfibly  about  bed-time,  they  increafe  till  morn- 
ing, then  abate,  fo  as  to  allow  a few  hours  deep,  and  are  little  felt  in  the  day. 
The  pain  is  defcribed  by  the  patient  to  be  in  the  bone  itfelf,  as  if  bored  with 
a gimlet,  or  fome  other  inftrument.  From  its  commencement  in  the  evening 
till  it  abates  in  the  morning,  it  never  is  entirely  off,  nor  does  it  drift  from  one 
part  to  another  of  the  head  and  face,  as  frequently  happens  in  the  rheuma- 
tifm ; befides,  a little  enquiry  generally  affords  one  fufficient  grounds  to  jullify 
the  treating  of  it  as  a venereal  complaint. 

One  of  the  firft  cafes  I met  with  was  in  a widow  gentlewoman  of  about 
fixty-five  years  of  age,  who  in  general  had  enjoyed  a good  ffiare  of  health,  was 
in  eafy  circumftances,  and  without  any  apparent  caufe  of  anxiety,  or  other 
latent  caufes  of  difeafe. 

In  a moment  ffie  would  be  feized  with  the  moft  acute  excruciating  pain, 
affeding  the  inner  canthus  of  the  eye : it  lafted  but  a few  feconds,  forced  out 
the  tears,  and  gradually  went  off.  In  a few  minutes  the  fame  thing  happened, 
and  in  like  manner  at  unequal  diftances  during  the  day,  fo  as  to  occafion  a life 
of  great  mifery. 

Its  appearance  was  like  that  of  a fevere  fpafm : it  had  been  confidered  as 
fuch,  and  treated  with  the  moft  efficacious  antifpafmodics,  but  to  little  pur- 
pofe  ; the  pain  ftill  continued  returning  in  the  fame  manner.  Opium  in  con- 
fiderable  dofes  was  the  only  medicine  that  procured  relief;  but  the  coftivenefs 
it  occafioned,  with  the  thirft  and  head-ach,  almoft  made  her  of  opinion,  that 
the  remedy  was  not  lefs  difficult  to  bear  than  the  difeafe.  At  length,  how- 
ever, it  feemed  to  decline  by  the  ufe  of  extrad  of  hemlock,  together  with  her 
ftrength ; general  ill  health  enfued,  and  ffie  continued  a fufferer  by  it  to  her 
death.  " " 

As  I was  often  prefent  when  thefe  exacerbations  happened,  it  was  not  diffi- 
cult to  recoiled  the  difeafe  when  I met  with  it  in  other  fubjeds ; feveral  of 
whom  I have  feen,  and  always  with  concern,  as  the  methods  I had  purfued  for 
the  moft  part  obtained  but  a temporary  relief,  till  I made  ufe  of  the  extrad  of 
hemlock  in  the  cafe  above  mentioned.  Since  that  time  I have  had  recourfe  to 
ifc  whenever  the  difeafe  occurred,  and  for  the  moft  part  with  fuccefs.  % 

One  of  the  laft  cafes  I met  with,  was  the  moft  obftinate  I had  feen.  A gen- 
tlewoman near  fifty,  of  a full  habit,  rather  ftrong  make,  accuftomed  to  plenty, 
and  ufing  much  and  various  exercife,  had  been  feized  v/ith  a violent  pain  af- 
feding  one  fide  of  her  head  and  face,  from  the  upper  edge  of  the  temporal 
snuffle  down  its  whole  extent,  and  reaching  to  the  teeth  on  that  fide.  Before 
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I had  been  in  the  room  two  minutes,  I fufpe&ed,  from  the  violent  contortions 
of  the  face  and  the  whole  body,  that  her  complaint  was  of  the  kind  I have 
been  defcribing.  Not  that  thefe  contortions  are  fpafmodic  or  involuntary,  but 
fuch  as  fevere  pain  often  occafions,  when  we  endeavour  to  abate  the  fenfe  of 
pain  in  one  part  by  a general  exertion  of  force  upon  fome  other,  or  over  the 
whole  body.  Speaking,  or  chewing,  or  even  flightly  touching  the  fkin  or  the 
fide  affeCted  with  the  fofteft  handkerchief,  would  immediately  excite  the  pain, 
which,  after  continuing  perhaps  a quarter  or  half  a minute,  gradually  went  off, 
till  it  was  again  awakened  by  fome  frefh  motion.  She  had  been  under  the  care 
of  feveral  perfons  of  eminence  in  the  profefllon,  who  had  fcarcely  left  any  ra- 
tional methods  of  relieving  her  unattempted.  She  had  no  fever,  no  other  in- 
difpofition  that  pointed  out  means  of  relief. 

The  extraCt  of  hemlock  was  ordered,  the  quantity  gradually  increafed  to  a 
full  dofe ; and  this  was  continued  almoft  a month  before  any  confiderable 
amendment  was  obferved.  So  much  relief,  however,  was  obtained  as  to  encou- 
rage us  to  proceed.  Sometimes,  indeed,  it  returned  for  a few  days  with  as 
much  violence  as  ever.  Still  we  perfifted.  It  was  almoft  a year  that  ffie  per- 
fevered  in  this  method;  and,  to  her  entire  fatisfaCtion,  near  another  year  has  . 
elapfed  without  perceiving  any  intimation  of  it.  She  took  no  other  medicine 
during  the  ufe  of  the  extraCt,  except  fometimes  a gentle  laxative  when  occa- 
fion  required ; nor  was  her  diet  altered,  only  fome  cautions  given  to  ufe  the 
lighted;  and  lead:  favoury  kinds,  with  fome  reftridtions  in  regard  to  quantity. 

In  cafes  of  fingular  difficulty  and  obftmacy,  it  is  natural  for  us  to  be  inquifi- 
tive  into  their  caufes  and  their  nature  ; unfuccelsful  experiments  fometimes 
lead  the  way  to  inftru&ion ; and  we  ought  never  to  ceafe  inveftigating  the  molt 
abftrufe  receffes  of  nature,  nor  at  the  fame  time  forget  the  narrow  limits  of  our 
capacity,  and  the  danger  of  prefumptiom  What  therefore  I have  to  offer  upon 
the  nature  of  this  difeafe,  is  rather  fubrnitted  to  your  confideration  as  matter  of 
further  enquiry,  than  as  opinions  fufficiently  eftablidied. 

On  reviewing  the  cafes  I have  feen  of  this  diforder,  I recollected  that  the 
fubjeCts  were  moltly  women ; that  they  were  for  the  molt  part,  if  not  all,  pad:  the 
time  of  menftruation ; that  they  were  generally  of"  a firm  and  fomewhat  ro® 
buff  habit,  with  black  hair,  and  not  fubjed:  to  any  particular  difeafes. 
Mod;  of  them  had  borne  children  ; and  nothing  remarkable  had  occurred 
about  the  ceffation  of  the  menjes > in  general,  rather  of  a coftive  habit,  and  in 
the  middling  fituations  of  life. 

In  two  of  thefe  cafes,  a fmall  hard  tumour  in  the  bread:  had  occafioned  fome 
fufpicion  of  a fchirrhus  ; but  had  never  proceeded  to  give  trouble. 

Thefe  appearances,  however,  excited  my  attention,  and  induced  me  to  fuf- 
pect  that  the  caufe  of  thefe  extreme  pains  in  the  face  might  poffibly  be  of  a 

, • cancerous 


Of  a painful  Affection  of  the  ’Face*,  333 

cancerous  nature ; the  method  of  cure  and  other  circumftances  feem  to  corro- 
borate the  fufpicion. 

The  fex,  the  time  of  life,  two  cafes  where  a tendency  to  this  was  obvious,  as 
well  as  the  kind  of  pain,  which  was  ludden,  frequent,  and  fevere,  and  as  fud- 
denly  remitting,  were  to  me  further  confirmations. 

In  tracing  the  hiftory  of  perfons  afflicted  with  cancers  not  apparently  pro- 
ceeding from  external  caufes,  we  fliall  find  for  the  moft  part  they  have  been 
afflided  with  erratic  pains  in  the  limbs,  often  about  the  loins,  fometimes  in  the 
thio-hs,  and  other  mufcular  parts.  Thefe  have  commonly  been  confidered  by 
the  patients  as  merely  rheumatic ; but  if  we  enquire  more  particularly,  we  fhall 
find  they  are  very  different.  They  are  not  always  worfe  in  the  night  than  the 
day.  They  are  not  a dull,  heavy,  aching  pain,  and  continual;  but  fharp,  lan- 
cinating, and  remittent.  They  are  not  much  affeded  by  the  weather,  nor  by 
any  obvious  caufes ; and  they  frequently  difappear  for  fome  time ; at  leaft, 
there  is  a confiderable  abatement  in  their  violence. 

Thefe  pains  do  not  always  ceafe  when  the  cancer  becomes  obvious  ; they 
are  fometimes  fevere  when  the  difeafe  is  making  great  progrefs  externally : and 
experienced  furgeons  well  know  how  little  benefit  the  unhappy  patients  have  to 
exped  from  removing  the  bread:  or  other  difeafed  part,  if  they  have  been 
long  fubjeded  to  fuch  complaints. 

It  feems  not  improbable,  but  that  a fharp,  corrofive,  cancerous  acrimony  may 
lono-  be  pervading,  like  eledrical  matter,  certain  feries  of  veffels,  and,  when 
colleded  in  a certain  quantity,-  may  create  thefe  pains;  yet  without  feizing 
upon  any  part  with  fuch  violence  as  to  deftroy  its  fundions.  But  if  a part  that 
favours  its.  operations  is  once  injured,  thofe  we  call  glandular  efpecially,  as  the 
Breads,  and  the  fubcutaneous  glands  in  the  face,  and  other  parts;  if  thefe 
Become  incapable  of  refilling  or  fubduing  the  cancerous  matter  that  may  be  - 
thrown  upon  them,  the  mifcnief  then  becomes  evident,  and  advances  in  propor- 
tion to  the  combination  of  thofe  caufes  which  favour  its  progrefs.  An  original 
difpofition  to  form  fuch  acrimony,  bad  health,,  anxiety,  external  injury,  and 
extreme  fenfibility  of  pain  and  danger,,  feem  to  conftitute  a part  of  thefe 
caufes. 

There  are  few  phyficians,  I believe,  who  may  not,  on  reviewing  many  cafes 
which  have  occurred  to  them  of  anomalous  pains  in  different  parts  of  the  body, 
fo  as  fometimes  to  counterfeit  gouty,  bilious,  and  other  internal  affedions  of 
the  ftomach  and  bowels,  perceive  fome  analogy  between  them  and  the  com- 
plaints here  pointed  out. 

Perhaps  a cancerous  acrimony  may  have  been  the  bafis  of  fome  of  thefe  ftub- 
born  evils,  and  probably  a good  deal  of  mifehief  might  have  been  prevented 
by  treating  them  early  as  if  they  were  known  to  be  of  a cancerous  complexion,, 
by  opening  a drain,  by  repeated  fmall  bleedings,  by  gentle  cooling  laxatives, 

5 ths 


224-  Of  a painful  Affection  of  the  Fact, 

the  hemlock,  a light  diet,  and  the  other  ufual  auxiliaries  in  fuch  complaints.  It 
is  with  a view  to  promote  fome  attention  to  this  objeCt,  that  I have  troubled 
you  with  thefe  reflections. 

P.  S.  Since  the  preceding  account  was  prefented  to  the  Society,  I have  met 
with  two  more  cafes  of  this  painful  affeCtion  j and  found  upon  enquiry,  that  in 
both  thefe  there  had  been  hard,  permanent,  and  painful  tumours  in  the  breaft ; 
that  thefe  tumours  became  lefs  painful  when  the  face  was  attacked ; and  that 
both  the  one  and  the  other  had  yielded  to  the  efficacy  of  this  medicine,  the 
pain  and  the  tumour  both  abating. 
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A N' 

ACCOUNT  of  the  TREE 

PRODUCING  THE- 

TERRA  JAPONIC  AiV 

Communicated  by  Dr.  FOTHERG  ILL** 


To  the  Medical  Society  in  London. 

Gentlemen, 

YOU  will  excufe  me,  I hope,  for  introducing  to  your  notice,  an  exa<5t  de- 
fcription  of  the  tree  that  produces  the  Extract  called  ‘Terra  Japonicao 
Hitherto  it  has  rather  been  guefied  at  than  known,  from  whence  this  fub- 
fiance  derives  its  origin  ; the  belt  of  our  writers  -on  the  Materia  Medica  have 
given  us  very  little  of  certainty  concerning  it. 

The  figure  here  exhibited  is  copied  from  a drawing  taken  on  the  fpot,  com- 
pared with  a good  fpecimen  tranfmitted  with  it,  of  the  leaves,  flowers,  pods, 
and  feeds.  The  feveral  parts  of  the  flower  have  been  examined  by  the  micro- 
fcope,  and  delineated  with  great  accuracy;  and  every  doubt  concerning  the  ori- 
gin of  this  fubftance  will  hereby  be  removed.  It  will  give  you  fome  fatisfac- 
tion  to  know,  that  fome  of  the  feeds  have  vegetated  ; and  that  perhaps  we  may 
be.  able  to  propagate  the  plant,  fo  far  as  to  fend  it  to  our  Weft  India  iflands, 
where  it  will  probably  flourifh,  and  yield  us,  by  the  labour  of  our  own  people, 
an  ExtraCt  in  greater  perfection  than  can  be  expeCted  from  a procefs  attended 
with  fo  little  care  in  the  Eaft  Indies.  If  I have  trefpafled  too  much  on  your 
plan,  by  introducing  fo  many  articles  of  Natural  Hiftory,  I mull  entreat  your 
indulgence  for  the  prefent : it  feems  to  be  doing  fome  benefit  to  fcience,  to  re- 

* Medical  Obfervaticns  and  Inquiries,  vol.  r.  p„  148,  anno  1773. 
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move  ambiguity,  and  prevent  all  poflible  miftake.  Your  works.  Gentlemen, 
pafs  into  the  hands  of  many  ingenious  medical  perfons  who  traverfe  the  molt 
diftant  parts  of  the  globe.  Inftances  like  thefe,  prompt  them  to  obferve;  and 
it  is  from  the  labour  of  fuch,  that  this  part  of  fcience,  a perfect  knowledge  of 
the  Materia  Medicay  has  hitherto,  and  mull  ftill  derive  its  greateft  improve- 
ments. 

This  account  was  drawn  up  by  an  attentive,  able  naturalift,  afliitant- 
furgeon  to  the  civil  hofpital  at  Bengal,  and  tranfmitted  by  the  learned  and 
worthy  Lieutenant-colonel  Ironfide  to 

J.  FOTHERGILL . 


Extract  of  a Letter  from  Mr.  fames  Kerr , to  Lieutenant  Colonel  Ironfide. 
Dear  Sir, 

J Have  endeavoured  to  fet  in  a clear  light  a part  of  natural  hiftory  concern- 
ing which  the  learned  have  wrote  many  inconfillencies.  I wilh  it  had  been 
done  by  an  abler  hand;  for  a perfon  of  my  obfcurity  will  hardly  be  trufted, 
when  contradicting  fo  many  great  men.  The  defcription  was  taken  from  the 
living  plant,  and  I carefully  attended  the  procefs  of  the  manufacturer,  and  re- 
peated it  myfelfj  fo  that  however  defective  the  defcriptive  part  may  be,  it  will 
certainly  have  the  merit  of  being  ftriCtly  true.  I am, 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  moft  obedient  fervant, 

(Signed)  JAMES  KERR. 


A Defcription  of  the  Plant  from  which  the  Terra  Japonica  is  extracted. 

^pHIS  plant  is  called  Coira  or  Caira  by  the  natives  of  Bahar  Province. 

It  appears  to  be  the  fame  as  mentioned  by  Cleyerus,  Dale’s  Pharmacolo- 
gia,  p.  271.  and  by  Herbert  De  Jagur  (fee  Hill’s  Materia  Medica,  p.  785.) 
from  which  he  fays  the  natives  of  Pegu  prepare  this  EixtraCt  j they  name  the 
tree  Kheir  or  Khadira. 

It  is  a fpecies  of  the  Mimofa  of  Linn^us. 

The  root  is  branching  and  permanent. 

The  Item  is  generally  from  three  to  five  feet  high,  and  will  grow  to  about 
one  foot  diameter,  covered  with  a thick,  fcabrous,  dehifcent,  brown  bark,  and 
branching  into  a denfe,  fpreading  top,  feldom  above  twelve  feet  high ; the 
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wood  is  extremely  hard  and  heavy,  the  interior  part  varies  from  a pale  brown 
to  a dark  red,  approaching  to  black  in  different  plants,  but  always  covered  with 
one  or  two  inches  thick  of  white  wood. 

The  leaves  arife  from  the  young  branches  alternately,  at  one  or  two  inches 
diftance,  from  four  to  ten  inches  long,  and  doubly  winged;  the  partial  wings 
are  nearly  two  inches  long,  and  from  fifteen  to  thirty  pairs,  having  fmall  urn- 
bilicated  glands  on  the  fuperior  part,  placed  between  the  infertions  of  the 
wings,  and  one  larger  placed  below  the  firft  pair;  each  wing  has  about  forty- 
pair  of  linear  lobes  three-tenths  of  an  inch  long. 

At  the  bafe  of  each  leaf  there  are  two  recurved  prickles ; in  young  plants 
they  are  flrong,  in  the  old  plants  they  are  often  flexile,  and  fcarce  vifible.  Na- 
ture thus  partially  guards  the  young  of  feveral  Mimofas  and  other  prickly 
plants  : it  is  a miftaken  opinion  that  animals  will  not  eat  the  leaves  of  the 
Mimofa. 

From  the  axilla  of  the  leaf  arifes  one,  fometimes  two,  denfe  fpikes,  four  or 
five  inches  long ; the  flowers  are  fmall,  white,  feflile,  with  a fmall  deciduous 
fquama  under  each  flower. 

The  empalement  is  of  one  tubulous  pubefcent  leaf,  divided  at  top  into  five 
acute  patent  parts. 

The  petal  is  of  the  fame  form  as  the  calyx,  but  double  its  length,  and 
whiter. 

There  are  a great  number  of  capillary  filaments  double  the  length  of  the 
petal,  adhering  together  at  the  bafe  of  the  germen  ; the  antherae  are  fmall  and 
■almoft  globular. 

The  germen  is  oval,  with  a fliort  pedicle,  and  a filiform  ftile  as  long  as  the 
filaments,  with  a very  fmall  terminating  ftigma. 

The  legumen  is  about  two  inches  long,  lanceolated,  brown,  fmooth,  (not 
jointed)  and  comprefled  with  an  undulated  thin  margin. 

The  pod  contains  fix  or  eight  orbiculated,  hard,  comprefled,  diftant  feeds, 
producing  a naufeous  odour  when  chewed. 

It  is  one  of  the  moft  common  trees  to  be  met  with  on  the  uncultivated 
mountains  of  Rotas  * and  Pallamow,  and  frequent  in  many  other  parts  of  this 
country,  in  various  foils. 

The  leaves  and  flowers  appear  in  June;  in  the  day  the  leaves  are  expanded, 
in  the  night  they  collapfe;  and  after  the  procefs  of  fructification  is  finifhed, 
they  fall  off,  and  the  aculei  decay.  The  pods  remain  until  April  following  ; 
when  a branch  is  lopped  off,  the  leaves  inflantly  collapfe. 

From  the  interior  coloured  wood  is  produced  the  Extract  erroneoufly  called 
Terra  Japonic  a. 

* Diftri&s  of  Hindoflan,  in  the  province  of  Bahar,  weftward  of  Bengal. 
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Preparation  of  the  Extract, 

After  felling  the  trees,  the  manufacturer  carefully  cuts  off  all  the  exterior 
white  part  of  the  wood.  The  interior  coloured  wood  is  cut  into  chips,  with 
which  he  fills  a narrow-mouthed  unglazed  earthen  pot,  pouring  water  upon 
them  until  he  fees  it  among  the  upper  chips  j when  this  is  half  evaporated  by 
boiling,  the  decoCtion,  without  (training,  is  poured  into  a flat  earthen  pot,  and 
boiled  to  one-third  part ; this  is  fet  in  a cool  place  for  one  day,  and  afterwards 
evaporated  by  the  heat  of  the  fun,  ftirring  it  feveral  times  in  the  day  j when  it 
is  reduced  to  a confiderable  thicknefs,  it  is  fpread  upon  a mat  or  cloth  which 
has  previoufly  been  covered  with  the  afhes  of  cow-dung ; this  mafs  is  divided 
into  fquare  or  quadrangular  pieces  by  a firing,  and  completely  dried  by  turn- 
ing them  frequently  in  the  fun,  until  they  are  fit  for  fale. 

This  Extrad  is  called  Cutt  by  the  natives,  by  the  Englifh  Cutch,  by  authors 
’err a Japonica,  Catechu,  Cadtchu , Cajhow  Cachou,  Caitchu , Cajljoe,  Ca chore,  Kaath , 
Cate , &c.  In  making  the  ExtraCt  the  pale  brown  wood  is  preferred,  as  it  pro- 
duces the  fine  whitifh  ExtraCt : the  darker  the  wood  is,  the  blacker  the  Ex- 
tract, and  of  lefs  value.  They  are  very  careful  in  drying  dieir  pots  upon  the 
fire  before  they  are  ufed  but  very  negligent  in  cutting  their  chips  upon  the 
ground,  and  not  draining  the  decoCtion ; by  which,  and  the  dirty  afhes  they 
ufe,  there  muft  be  a confiderable  quantity  of  earth  in  the  ExtraCt,  befides  what 
avarice  may  prompt  them  to  put  into  it.  This  the  learned  have  proved  from 
their  laborious  chemical  decompofitions.  The  ExtraCt,  thus  prepared,  is 
bought  from  the  manufacturer  for  twelve  or  fifteen  (hillings  the  eighty  pounds 
weight.  I could  never  learn  that  the  Terra  Japonica  was*  produced  from  the 
jireca  or  Betle-nut ; nor  is  it  indeed  credible  that  it  (hould,  notwithftanding  that 
this  is  the  general  and  received  opinion ; for  the  Betle-nut \s  fcarce  ever  fo  low  in 
price  as  the  Terra  Japonka , and  was  it  to  be  extracted  from  thence,  the  price 
would  be  twenty  times  dearer  than  the  prefent  fales.  Where  the  Areca-nut  is 
in  great  plenty,  they  may  perhaps  join  fome  of  the  fruit  in  making  the  ExtraCt, 
to  anfwer  a double  purpofe,  for  the  mod  frequent  ufe  of  both  is  in  chewing 
them  together,  as  Europeans  do  tobacco  to  thefe  two  fubftances  they  add  a 
little  (hell  lime,  and  a leaf  called  Pauw. 

Here  I am  obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  the  natives,  whom  from  experience  I 
have  found  to  be  very  fallacious,  therefore  I will  not  anfwer  for  their  vera- 
city. 

The  ExtraCt  is  much  ufed  in  dying  and  painting  chintz,  and  other  cloths ; 
combined  with  vitriolic  falts,  a black  colour  is  produced  j mixed  with  oil,  they 
paint  the  beams  and  walls  of  houfes  to  preferve  them,  and  to  defend  them  from 
the  deftruCtive  white  ants , it  is  fometimes  mixed  with  their  wall  plaifier. 
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The  black  phyfidans  of  this  country  divide  the  difeafes  of  mankind,  as  well 
as  their  medicines,  into  hot  and  cold ; to  the  cold  difeafe  they  oppofe  a hot  me- 
dicine, and  to  the  hot  difeafe  a cooling  medicine,  among  which  laft  this  Extract 
is  fuppofpd  very  powerful.  When  too  profufely  ufed  it  is  faid  to  be  a deftroye^ 
of  venereal  pleafures. 

It  is  given  at  the  rate  of  two  ounces  per  day  to  tame  vicious  horfes. 


‘the  Furnace  ufed  in  making  the  Extract. 

Dig  a hole  in  the  earth  five  or  fix  feet  long,  two  feet  deep,  and  two  feet 
wide ; cover  this  with  an  arch  of  clay,  leaving  one  end  open  to  receive  fuel, 
and  take  out  the  afhes  j in  the  arch  three  or  four  circular  openings  are  made, 
adapted  to  the  bottoms  of  the  pots : the  fame  ftru&ure  may  be  raifed  above 
ground,  made  of  clay.  This  furnace  is  very  valuable  for  its  fimplicity,  eafy 
conftruftion,  and  fmall  expence  of  fuel. 

The  Extract  is  a principal  ingredient  in  one  of  their  ointments  of  great  re«< 
pute,  compofed  of  blue  vitriol  four  drachms,  Japan  earth  four^ounces,  alum  nine 
drachms,  white  refin  four  ounces ; thefe  are  reduced  to  a fine  powder,  and  mixed 
with  the  hand,  adding  olive  oil  ten  ounces,  and  water  fufficient  to  bring  the 
mafs  to  the  proper  confiftence  of  an  ointment.  This  ointment  is  ufed  in  every 
fore,  from  a frelh  wound  to  a venereal  ulcer.  A gentleman  * of  great  practice 
told  me,  he  ufed  this  ointment  with  fuccefs  beyond  expe&ation ; and  he  re- 
marks, that,  whether  it  is  owing  to  the  laxity  of  the  folids  in  this  hot  climate, 
or  to  fome  other  caufe,  he  is  clearly  of  opinion,  that  our  greafy  ointments  have 
not  the  defired  effect.  Certain  it  is  they  avoid  that  empyreuma  which  our  oint- 
ments often  receive  in  boiling,  which  cannot  be  a promifing  application  to  a 
tender-fore.  As  to  the  virtues  of  this  Extract  in  European  practice,  I muft  be 
Client,  as  they  are  already  better  defcribed  than  I can  pretend  to  do. 

(Signed)  JAMES  KERR . 


* Mr.  Robert  Hunter,  Surgeon -of  the  Patna  Fafiory. 
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OF  THE 

MANAGEMENT 

PROPER  AT  THE 

CESSATION  of  the  MENSES^ 


To  the  Medical  Society  in  Londons 

Gentlemen,. 

THERE  is  a period  in  the  life  of  Females  to  which,  for  the  moll  part; 

they  are  taught  to  look  with  fome  degree  of  anxiety ; as  a period  on 
which  depends  their  enjoying  a good  or  bad  Rate  of  health  during  the  refidue 
of  their  lives. 

The  various  and  abfurd  opinions  relative  to  the  ceafing  of  the  menftrual  dif- 
eha'rge,  and  its  confequences,  propagated  through  fucceflive  ages,  have  tended 
to  embitter  the  hours  of  many  a fenfible  woman.  Nor  have  thefe  miftaken  no- 
tions been  confined  to  them  only ; they  have  occupied  the  minds  of  fuch  who 
ought  to  have  been  better  informed  : fome  practitioners,  in  other  refpedts^  able 
and  judicious,  if  they  have  not  favoured  thefe  erroneous  and  terrifying  no- 
tions, feem  not  to  have  endeavoured  to  corredt  them,  with  the.  diligence  and 
humanity  which  an  cbjeCt  like  this  requires. 

The  defign  of  this  effay  is  to  contribute  my  mite  towards  fo  neceffary  a pur- 
pose ; to  alTift  in  removing  thefe  gr.oundlefs  apprehenfions,  and  to  fubftitute  a- 
reafonable  confidence,  that,  with  very  little  aid.  Nature  is  fufficient  to  provide 
for  her  own  feclvrity  on  this  occafion.. 

You  mull  forget  for  a moment  that  I am  fubmitting  thefe  remarks  to  the 
judgment  of  a Society,  every  member  of  which,  perhaps,  is  as  capable  of  this 
work,  and  fome  much  better  than  myfelf.  I am  writing  to  many  fenfible  young 
men  in  the  profeffion  of  phyfic,,  who,  though  they  may  have  applied  themfelves 
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to  the  general  ftudy  and  practice  of  our  profefiion  with  diligence  and  fuccefs, 
may  not  yet,  perhaps,  know  where  to  look  for  fuch  information  on  this  fub- 
je<5t  as  may  be  fufficient  to  fatisfy  themfelves  and  their  patients,  what  manage- 
ment is  proper  when  the  Menfes  are  about  to  ceafe. 

To  propofe  a regimen  that  fhall  fuit  all  the  different  cafes  that  may  occur, 
would  require  a volume.  To  give  fome  general  direction  is  all  I intend,  with- 
out entering  into  a minute  defcription  of  the  commencement,  progrefs,  and 
termination  of  the  Menfes.  I muft  fuppofe  every  thing  of  this  kind  is  already- 
known,  and  that  the  fingle  queftion  is.  What  conduft,  what  management  is 
necefiary  to  be  obferved,  when  the  Menfes  are  about  to  ceafe,  by  the  patient 
who  confults  her  phyfician  on  the  occafion  ? We  are  now  fenfible  that  the 
menftrual  difcharge  is  not,  what  it  was  too  long  and  too  generally  believed  to 
be  by  many  of  the  fex,  an  evacuation  of  peccant  matter  and  morbid  humour, 
fometimes  acrimonious  and  malignant,  whofe  retention,  from  its  noxious  qua- 
lities, never  fails  to  be  extremely  injurious  to  theconftitution.  What  opinion 
the  ancients  entertained  concerning  it,  I need  not  repeat  to  you  : that  its  ma- 
lignancy was  fuch  as  to  affed  even  inanimate  bodies.  But  thefe  fables  are 
wholly  difbelieved,  except  by  fome  of  thofe  who  ought  to  be  undeceived  in  a 
matter  that  fo  much  concerns  them. 

It  is  now  well  known,  and  the  fex  cannot  be  too  generally  apprized  of  it, 
that  the  menftrual  difcharge  pofiefies  no  fuch  injurious  or  malignant  proper- 
ties ; that  it  is  folely  a redundancy  of  that  pure  vital  blood,  which  animates  the 
whole  frame  of  a healthy  perfon ; and  that  its  retention  is  by  no  means  at- 
tended, in  general,  with  efteds  that  are  not  as  eafily  removed  as  any  diforder  to 
which  they  are  fubjed. 

That  fome  acrimonious  morbid  humours  may  be  difcharged  together  with 
the  Menfes,  when  any  fuch  exift,  is  not  improbable.  So  it  happens  likewife 
to  men  fubjed  to  the  piles,  or  other  preternatural  excretions. 

Women  who  have  unhappily  imbibed  that  prejudice,  are  naturally  alarmed 
at  the  confequences  they  apprehend  muft  enfue  from  fuch  a change  in  their 
conftitution  j and  the  more  ftrongly  they  are  prepoflefied  with  a belief,  that  by 
this  channel  has  been  regularly  difcharged  whatever  had  a tendency  to  produce 
difeafes,  the  more  they  are  terrified  with  apprehenfions  of  fome  of  the  worft 
complaints  : and,  indeed,  it  is  not  feldom  that,  by  Rich  anxiety,  they  bring  on 
diforders  that  are  not  eafily  removed,  attributing  them  to  the  caufe  we  are 
fpeaking  of,  whilft  they  principally  originate  from  anxiety. 

For  the  moft  part,  the  menftrual  difcharge,  as  has  been  mentioned,  proceeds 
from  a redundancy  of  good  and  healthy  blood  : this  redundancy  is  formed  for 
the  moft  neceffary  purpofes  ; continues  whilft  this  neceflity  fubfifts  ; and  ceafes 
when,  according  to  the  conftitution  of  the  female  frame,  it  is  no  longer  re- 
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The  powers  communicated  to  the  human  fydem,  generally  expreffed  by  the 
term  Nature,  are  fuch  as  fpontaneoufly  bring  about  this  ceffation.  The  pro- 
vifion  for  the  Menfes  ceafes,  an  extra  quantity  of  blood  is  not  generated,  and 
the  veffels  provided  for  its  regular  difcharge  by  degrees  collapfe ; and  in  ge- 
neral all  this  proceeds  without  any  the  lead  interruption  to  the  health  of  the 
fubjeft  in  which  this  alteration  happens.  Here  it  might  not  be  improper  to 
mention  at  what  time  this  alteration  fird  begins,  and  the  general  period  of  its 
cefiation.  Thefe  circumdances,  however,  may  be  found  elfewhere  fo  amply 
treated  of,  as  to  render  it  as  unneceffary  as  it  is  foreign  to  my  prefent  de- 
fign. 

There  are  great  numbers  of  women  in  whom  the  mendrual  difcharge  ceafes, 
without  their  perceiving  any  alteration  in  their  ufual  health.  There  are  fome 
who,  from  being  invalids  during  a part  of  the  feafon  which  is  appropriated  to 
mendruation,  find  themfelves  by  degrees  recovering  health  and  vigour,  to 
which  they  have  been  drangers  during  that  period,  when  this  difcharge  leaves 
them  entirely.  Very  tender,  delicate,  relaxed  habits,  fubjedb  to  copious  dif- 
charges,  are  often  much  benefited  by  the  celfation.  All,  however,  are  not  fo 
fortunate.  Some  alterations  frequently  fupervene,  that  render  abidance  necef- 
farv. 

Amongd  thefe  alterations,  the  mod  frequent  are  fuch  as  arife  from  a redun- 
dancy of  blood  and  immoderate  difcharges  from  various  caufes. 

About  the  time  when  this  change  is  to  happen,  or  not  long  after,  many 
perfons  find  the  diforders  to  which  they  have  heretofore  been  fnhjeft,  more  fre- 
quent and  more  troublefome.  Some  are  affii&ed  with  the  well-known  lymp- 
toms  of  plethora,  heat,  flufhings,  redlefs  nights,  troublefome  dreams,  and  un- 
equal fpirits  ; others  are  attacked  with  inflammations  of  the  bowels,  or  other 
internal  parts,  fpafmodic  affe&ions  of  various  parts,  diffnefs  in  the  limbs,  fwel- 
Ifed  ancles,  with  pain  and  inflammation,  the  piles,  and  other  effedls  of  plenitude. 
In  thefe  cafes  it  feems  as  if  the  organs,  which  were  inflituted  with  a defign  of 
providing  the  natural  furplus,  continued  to  produce  this  effetd,  whild  the  fizc 
of  the  veffels  dedined  to  difcharge  it,  was  diminifhed,  or  they  were  collapfed 
entirely. 

This  cafe  is  oppcfite  to  the  former  in  that  the  organs  of  excretion  conti- 
nued to  execute  their  fundions,  and  actually  difcharged  a portion  of  blood 
from  the  common  mafs,  whild  thofe  organs  which  are  formed  to  provide  a fur- 
plus  in  enfeebled  habits,  were  only  capable  of  maintaining  the  neceffary  dock. 
And  on  the  difparity  in  the  operations  of  thefe  two  different  organs,  in  faff, 
depend  mod  of  the  complaints  incident  to  the  fex  at  this  particular  period.  In 
fome,  the  provifion  ceafes  before  any  change  is  produced  in  the  excretory  vef- 
fels. In  others,  the  excretory  veffels  become  unfit  for  their  office,  whild  the 
organs  for  accumulating  blood  continue  to  be  efficacious. 


from 


344  Of  ^je  Management  proper  at  the  CeJJation  of  the  Menfes. 

From  this  view  of  the  fubjecft,  it  will  be  lefs  difficult  for  the  pradlitioner  to 
form  a judgment  of  what  is  fit  to  be  done  on  various  emergencies  : it  will  be 
eafy  to  dilcover  how  far  evacuations  are  likely  to  avail  ; and  when  other  means 
become  neceffary.  Thofe  of  full  plethoric  habits,  accuftomed  to  copious  eva- 
cuations, will  find  great  relief  by  bleeding  frequently  in  moderate  quantities, 
keeping  the  bowels  lax,  and  moderating  their  diet.  They  are,  for  the  rnoft 
part,  attacked  about  the  time  of  menftruation  with  fudden  fluffiing  heats,  fuc- 
ceeded  by  inftantaneous  fweats,  continuing  for  a few  feconds,  then  going  off 
for  a fhort  time,  and  again  recurring  many  times  in  the  day  ; they  are  worft  af- 
ter eating,  in  a room  much  heated,  in  large  affemblies,  in  bed  attended  with 
reftleffnefs  and  frightful  dreams.  Thefe  gradually  abate  for  a few  weeks,  and 
as  the  period  approaches  again,  come  on,  and  fo  fucceffively,  for  a year  or  two, 
or  more;  terminating  fometimes  in  large  immoderate  fluxes,  fometimes  in  apo- 
plexies, palfies,  ajid  other  difeafes  arifing  from  plenitude. 

If  fuch  are  advifed  to  lofe  four,  five,  or  fix  ounces  of  blood,  at  the  diffance 
of  two,  three,  or  four  months,  juft  as  the  vehemence  of  the  fyrnptoms  requires, 
every  thing  of  this  may  be  happily  prevented  ; and  as  the  occafion  for  bleed- 
ing daily  decreafes,  its  repetition  may  be  put  off  to  longer  intervals. 

It  happens  frequently,  that  fome  circumftances  attend  the  patients,  which  in- 
duce practitioners  to  omit  this  operation,  or  at  leaft  induce  the  patients  to  ob- 
ject to  it  in  fuch  a manner  as  to  get  it  poftponed.  They  allege  they  are  fub- 
ject  to  nervous  complaints  ; they  never  could  bear  bleeding;  it  always  hurt 
them ; and  the  like.  But  with  a full,  hard  pulfe,  great  heat,  and  the  other 
fyrnptoms  defcnbed,  one  need  not  fear  the  increafe  of  any  fuch  complaints;  on 
the  contrary,  as  they  proceed  fo  evidently  from  plenitude,  they  feldom  fail  to 
give  way  to  moderate  and  repeated  evacuations. 

It  is  not  unufual  in  fuch  cafes  to  be  informed,  that  the  patient  has  fwelled 
ancles ; and  that  bleeding  would  inevitably,  at  that  time  of  life,  bring  on  a 
dropfy.  But  if  this  fulnefs  appears  to  be  hard,  inflamed,  and  painful,  as  is 
moft  commonly  the  cafe  in  fome  degree,  the  lancet  and  fome  gentle  laxative 
will  fcarcely  fail  of  removing,  inftead  of  aggravating,  the  complaint ; and  re- 
courfe  may  be  had  to  the  fame  remedies,  if  the  like  complaints  recur. 

There  is  another  circumftance  often  happens  at  this  period,  fometimes 
owing  to  the  negledl  of  evacuations  at  a proper  time,  fometimes  to  the  ufe  of 
improper  medicines,  fometimes  to  the  peculiar  conftitution  of  the  patient ; I 
mean  an  immoderate  flux  of  the  Menfes,  which  often  requires  the  utmoft  care 
in  its  reftraint  and  future  regulation. 

For  the  moft  part  this  happens  to  women  of  fangulne  habits,  living  well,  ac- 
cuftomed to  copious  evacuations,  or  to  the  general  effects  of  plenitude. 

If,  in  fuch  conftitutions,  the  evacuations  are  not  very  confiderable,  their 
health  is  often  interrupted,  either  by  frequent  inflammations  of  the  tonfils,  and 
5 other 
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other  glandular  parts,  or  they  have  the  rheumatifm,  eryflpelas,  or  the  piles;  if 
in  thefe  habits  the  Menfes  ceafe  very  fuddenly,  they  are  either  expofed  to  the 
complaints  above  mentioned,  more  frequently,  and  to  a more  violent  degree, 
or  to  repeated  and  excefllve  floodings.  A little  attention  to  thefe  circum- 
ftances,  will  often  point  out  the  means  of  effectual  prevention.  But  if  it  does 
happen,  it  feems  much  more  prudent  to  reftrain  the  flux  by  gentle  laxatives, 
cooling  medicines,  reft,  anodynes,  a moft  fparing  diet,  and  this  not  too  liquid, 
than  by  very  copious  bleeding,  and  aftringents  of  any  kind. 

There'is  another  kind  of  habit  to  which  fuch  immoderate  difcharges  are  too 
familiar;— to  perfons  of  very  irritable  conftitutions,  and  at  the  fame  time  not 
remarkably  plethoric.  If  in  fuch  conftitutions  the  Menfes  go  off  very  fuddenly, 
it  happens  fometimes  that  the  impetus  of  the  blood  on  the  uterine  fyftem  pro- 
duces a violent  hemorrhage,  that  enfeebles  extremely  at  the  time,  and,  as  it  in- 
•creafes  the  irritability  of  that  part  of  the  fyftem  in  particular,  fubjeCts  the  pa- 
tient to  very  frequent  and  expenfive  relapfes. 

In  thefe  cafes,  bleeding  would  undoubtedly  increafe  the  difeafe.  Medicines 
that  allay  irritation,  anodynes,  quiet,  a moderate  cordial,  as  wine,  and  a light 
nutritive  diet,  at  once  take  off  the  caufe,  and  enable  the  patient  to  fupport  the 
expence  with  the  lefs  difficulty. 

It  has  happened  that  a regular  intermittent  has  been  attended  with  a regular 
and  immoderate  flux.  In  feafons  when  autumnal  intermittents  are  frequent, 
fuch  circumftances  will  now  and  then  happen  to  patients  who  have  fuffered  con- 
fiderable  lofs  about  the  time  of  ceffation.  In  fuch  cafes  the  bark,  given  with 
the  fame  freedom  as  in  curing  the  ague,  fafely  cures  both  the  flux  and  the  in- 
termittent. 

Sometimes  thefe  immoderate  fluxes  proceed  from  fome  irritating  caufe  refi- 
dent  in  the  uterus,  or  the  parts  contiguous  to  it.  And  amongft  thefe  none  is 
more  common,  than  that  depofition  of  acrimony  which  precedes  a cancer  of 
the  parts. 

In  fuch  cafes  the  moft  appofite  remedies  are  often  ineffectual.  The  flux  is 
attended  with  pain  and  heat  darting  acrofs  the  pubes,  from  hip  to  hip,  and 
down  to  the  middle  of  the  thigh.  Large  clots  of  blood  are  frequently  dis- 
charged, that  give  exquifite  pain  in  pafling,  and  at  the  fame  time  the  flux  is 
increafed  by  the  ftimulus. 

It  is  not  uncommon  in  fuch  cafes  to  fee  the  bark  adminiftered  very  freely, 
and  I am  afraid  to  no  good  purpofe.  Indeed  it  requires  the  hand  of  a mafter 
to  give  this  medicine  properly  in  uterine  difcharges.  In  cafes  of  plenitude  it 
is  injurious ; it  feems  to  be  fo  likewife  in  this  cafe  juft  defcribed.  In  fuch  as 
proceed  from  mere  debility  and  relaxation,  it  may  ftand  a much  better  chance 
of  being  ufeful ; but  it  is  to  be  feared,  that  incipient  fchirrhous  and  other  ob- 
ftruCIions  have  been  much  aggravated,  by  the  injudicious  exhibition  to  reftrain 
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a difeharge,  which  depended  on  caufes  not  in  the  power  of  this  great  medicine 
to  fubdue. 

To  enter  into  all  the  particulars  that  attend  this  event,  will  be  unneceflary.. 
Permit  me,  however,  to  make  fome  remarks  upon  the  kind  of  purgatives  that 
are  much  in  ufe  upon  thefe  occafions,  and  to  fome  of  which  there  are  very  juft 

objections. 

An  opinion  generally  prevails  among  the  fex,  that  purgatives  are  particularly 
neceffary  at  this  junfture ; and  is  affented  to  by  the  generality  of  practitioners, 
who,  had  they  made  a proper  choice,  would  have  aCted  more  prudendy.  Va- 
rious preparations  of  aloes,  the  tinffura  Jacra , pH.  Rufi , elixir  proprietatis,  and- 
other  compolitions  of  this  kind,  are  recommended,  from  one  to  another,  as. 
proper  purgatives  to  be  ufed  on  the  ceflation  of  the  Menfes. 

But  if  we  refleCt  a little  upon  the  known  effects  of  this  drug,  in  all  its  pre- 
parations, we  fhall  find  it  almofl:  uniformly  producing  the  piles,  if  taken  long, 
together,  and  in  confiderable  dofes. 

From  its  effeCt  in  ftimul'atitig  tire  hemorrhoidal'  veins  and  contiguous  parts,  it 
has  long  been  adopted  as  the  bafis  of  molt  medicines  exhibited  with  a view  to 
promote  the  menftrual  difeharge  in  young  females,  where  it  does  not  appear  at 
the  ufual  time,  or  in  a proper  quantity,  and  often  with  fuccefs.  It  can  fcarcely 
then  be  rational  to  give  that  medicine,  which  is  found  to.  be  efficacious,  from 
its  power  of  irritating  the  hemorrhoidal  and  contiguous  veflfels,.  and  determin- 
ing the  blood  with  a due  degree  of  force  on  the  uterus,  to  produce  the  Menfes, 
at  a time  when  we  are  endeavouring  to  abate  this  impetus,  rather  than  increafe 
it : in  fhort,  it  feems  highly  abfurd  to  make  ufe  of  thofe  medicines  when  the 
Menfes  are  about  to  ceafe,  and  ought  fo  to  do,  which  are  given  to  provoke 
and  promote  this  evacuation.  Inflead,.  therefore,  of  countenancing  a treat- 
ment which  is  not  only  unreafonable  in  theory,  but  injurious  in  practice,  every 
convenient  opportunity  ought  to  be  embraced,  to  expofe  and  correct  a popular 
error,  than  which  perhaps  there  are  few  in  the  circle  of  medicine  that  are 
more  mifchievous. 

Repeated  inftances  have  occurred'  to  me,  of  grievous  inconveniences  arifing 
from  thefe  heating  medicines ; the  piles,  ftrangury,  immoderate  difeharges  of 
the  Menfes,  racking  pains  in  the  loins  reprefenting  labour-pains,  and  other 
fimilar  complaints. 

There  are  many  perfons>  it  is  true,  who  cannot  eafily-  bear  the  more  cooling 
purgatives;  veiy  tender  delicate  habits  are  moftly  affected  by  them;  but  it  is 
not  difficult  to  contrive  cathartics,  neither’ heating  like  the  aloes,  and  other 
gummy  refinous  medicines,  nor  yet  chilling  as  the  falts.  Rhubarb,  fena, 
rnagnefia,  fulphur  medicines,  fmall  dofes  of  jalap,  and  various  combinations  of 
them,  will  fupply  fufficient  variety  to  the  preferiber  and  the  patient. 

It  will  be  of  more  efficacy  in  curing  of  complaints,  arifing  from  the  caufes 
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we  are  treating  of,  to  contrive  fome  eafy  method  of  preventing  coftivenefs,  than 
to  be  dealing  often  and  freely  with  purgatives  of  any  kind.  It  happens  in 
fome  conftitutions,  that  the  menftrual  difcharge  is  protracted  much  beyond  the 
ufual  period  of  its  ceffation  in  others.  Whilft  it  proceeds  regularly,  comes  at 
the  proper  time,  and  in  due  quantity,  the  patient  in  the  mean  time  perceiving 
no  inconveniency,  no  perceptions  of  declining  health,  buffers  it  to  keep  its 
courfe,  without  attempting  to  retrain  it.  Should  the  health  in  general  buffer 
by  it,  the  fame  means  that  fucceed  in  leffening  immoderate  difcharges,  may 
properly  be  applied  in  this  cafe. 

When  the  Menfes  are  about  to  go  off,  for  the  moll  part  they  appear  irregu- 
larly, both  in  time  and  quantity ; once  in  a fortnight,  three,  five,  or  fix  weeks, 
fometimes  very  fparingiy,  at  other  times  in  immoderate  quantities- 

Great  Ioffes  of  this  kind  are  often  prevented  by  taking  away  four  or  five 
ounces  of  blood,  a few  days  after  the  firft  menftrual  fuppreftlon.  This  pre- 
vents the  accumulated  blood  from  ruffling  with  force  upon  the  uterine  veffels 
at  the  enfuing  period,  and  producing  pain  or  a too  copious  hemorrhage.  By 
degrees  the  occafion  for  fuch  artificial  evacuation  diminifhes,  and  the  patient’s 
health  becomes  firmly  eftabliftied. 

An  opinion  in  favour  of  iffues  at  this  period  of  life,  has  occupied  the  minds 
of  many  patients  fome  with  the  hopes  of  preventing  all  future  evils  capable 
of  proceeding  from  this  caufe ; others  with  the  terror  of  carrying  about  with 
them  for  life  a drain  which  they  think  of  with  extreme  difguft.  Perhaps  the 
ufe  of  thebe  outlets  deferves  fome  confideration.  When  a patient  has  in  early 
life  been  fubjecff  to  cutaneous  eruptions,  fore  eyes,  glandular  fwellings,  or 
other  obvious  marks  of  morbid  humour  fubfifting  in  the  conftitution,  and  all 
which  may  have  difappeared  about  the  time  the  Menfes  became  regular,  if  no 
invincible  oppofition  is  made  to  it,  a drain  is  now  certainly  advifeable,  and  . may 
prevent  many  inconveniences. 

Should  any  cutaneous  foulneffes,  any  ulcerations,  any  fugitive  pains  of 
the  cancerous  or  rheumatic  kind,  hardneffes  in  the  breaft,  or  other  parts,  be 
evident,  all  fuch  complaints  would  probably  be  in  part  relieved  by  iffues.  But 
when  none  of  thebe  circumftances  appear,  or  have  appeared,  it  feems  fcarcely 
reafonable  either  to  propofe  or  permit  a certain  inconveniency,  to  call  it  by  no 
harfner  a term,  in  order  to  cure  a difeafe  that  has  no  exiftence. 

It  is  neceffary  to  enjoin,  in  many  cafes,  a moft  ftricft  attention  to  diet  and  ex- 
ercife,  to  the  full  and  plethoric  efpecially.  Meat  fuppers  fhould  be  avoided  as 
much  as  poftlble,  and  likewife  much  animal  food,  by  thofe  who  are  liable  to 
immoderate  evacuations.  If  they  could  fubfift  two  or  three  days  in  a week  on 
pudding,  vegetables,  and  things  prepared  from  them,  fuch  a method  would 
contribute  greatly  to  prevent  not  only  thefe  copious  difcharges,  but  various 
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accidents  that  arife  from  plenitude,  fuch  as  palfies,  apoplexies,  fevers,  and  in- 
flammations. Their  liquors  fliould  be  regulated  likewife  by  a fimilar  fcale. 

They  fliould  avoid  all  heating  exercife,  frequenting  large  aflemblies,,  or  hot 
dole  rooms,  near  the  approach  of  the  -ufual  period.  In  the  intervals,  exercife 
■will  be  extremely  neceffary. 

It  will  not  be  altogether  foreign  to  this  fubjedt,  to  mention  two  cafes  which 
now  and  then  occur  in  pradtice,  and  fometimes  coft  both  the  patient  and  phy- 
fician  fome  perplexity. 

A woman  enjoying  very  good  health,  fometimes  is  feized  with  a total  fup- 
preflion  of  the  Menfes,  much  fooner  than  they  ought  to  difappear,  perhaps 
foon  after  thirty  years  of  age.  A fever,  furprize,  anxiety,  fudden  and  violent 
cold,  elpecially  if  it  happens  at  the  time,  will  put  a total  flop  to  the  dis- 
charge. 

For  many  months,  fometimes  a year  or  two,  fhe  feels  very  little  effedi:  upon 
her  health  by  this  fuppreflion,  perhaps  grows  plump,  and  feems  dilpofed  to  cor- 
pulency; by  degrees,  however,  fhe  perceives  herfelf  not  to  be  fo  well  as  ufual; 
Ihe  is  liable  to  colds,  inflammations  of  the  tonfils,  eryfipelatous  eruptions, 
rheumatifms,  but  moil  commonly  fevere  affedtions  of  the  bowels,  either  inflam- 
matory, bilious,  or  fpafmodic : one  or  other  of  thefe  return  frequently,  and  of- 
ten violently,  in  fix  weeks,  two  months,  or  longer,  but  at  no  very  regular 
periods ; and  in  this  manner  continue  to  harrafs  the  conftitution  (if  the  perfon 
furvives  the  fevere  attacks  of  the  colic  or  other  diforders  incident  to  this. 
Hate)  till  about  the  time  when  the  Menfes  fliould  ceafe  fpontaneoufly. 

An  attention  to  the  caufe  of  thefe  diforders,  fupplies  us  with  a natural  and 
efficacious  remedy.  Subftitute  at  convenient  diftances  artificial  evacuations, 
inftead  of  the  natural  one  that  is  fupprefled,  and,  if  poffible,  previous  to  the 
diforders  to  which  the  fuppreflion  has  given  rife;  bleeding  in  fmall  quantities 
two  or  three  times  a year;  moderate  purgatives  frequently  exhibited;  and, 
particularly,  attention  to  their  diet,  which  ought  to  be  moderate  and  mild.  At 
the  firft  fenfations  of  ficknefs,  or  great  heat  and  reftleffnefs,  or  pains  beginning 
to  affedt  the  ftomach  or  bowels,  or  any  of  thofe  fymptoms  which  have  ufually- 
been  the  forerunners  of  the  diforders  above  mentioned,  then  is  the  feafon  for 
preventing  thofe  difficulties  which  arife  from  this  preternatural  fuppreflion. 

Another  cafe  likewife  fometimes  occurs  in  practice,  which  it  may  not  per- 
haps be  improper  to  mention. 

Women  of  an  apparently  healthy,  fanguine  conftitution,  difpofed  to  corpu- 
lency, ufing  little  exercife,  accuftomed  to  live  plentifully,  perceive  a fudden 
fuppreflion  of  the  Menfes,  at  a time  of  life  when  there  is  reafon  to  expedl 
many  years  continuance ; from  thirty-five  years  of  age  and  upwards  : in  a little 
time  they  grow  full,  the  belly  feems  to  fwell,  with  tenfive  pains,  pain  in  the 

breaftj 


Of  the  Management  proper  at  the  Ce fat  ion  of  the  Menfes.  349 

bread:,  fome  enlargement  of  them  likewife,  fome  little  ficknefs  in  the  mornr 
ings,  diflike  to  particular  foods,  and  other  fymptoms  fimilar  to  thofe  of  preg- 
nancy ; and  married  women  are  fo  fully  fatisfied  of  it,  as  to  believe  themfelves 
in  this  fituation,  and  that  they  adually  perceive  the  motions  of  the  child. 

This  circumftance  happens  moft  commonly  to  thofe  women  who  have  been 
married  rather  late  in  life,  viz.  between  thirty  and  forty.  Their  inexperience 
leads  them  to  take  up  with  the  opinions  of  thofe  about  them,  and  they  are 
fometimes  not  undeceived  till  the  time  of  geftation  is  much  exceeded. 

Women  alfo  who  have  been  long  married  and  had  children,  feveral  years 
after  the  Menfes  flop,  fuddenly  grow  bigger,  fufped  pregnancy,  and  treat  them- 
felves accordingly  j abftaining  from  exercile,  they  eat  what  their  appetites,  of- 
ten craving  and  depraved,  require,  till  they  have  exceeded  their  reckoning  fo 
long,  as  to  be  fure  they  have  been  miftaken. 

The  like  complaint  happens  now  and  then  likewife  to  fingle  women  about 
the  age  of  forty,  or  near  the  time  when  this  evacuation  ought  to  flop.  The 
belly  grows  large,  they  become  unwieldy,  their  legs  fwell,  and  the  apprehen- 
fion  of  a dropfy  brings  on  a variety  of  complaints.  The  hemorrhoids  are  com- 
monly the  attendants  of  all  thefe  fubjeds.  Sometimes  one  may  trace  out  fome 
probable  caufes  from  which  this  preternatural  (late  may  probably  be  derived, 
but  not  always  clearly.  The  proper  treatment  is,  however,  not  difficult  to  dis- 
cover. The  general  turgefcence,  though  it  proceeds  primarily  from  a reten- 
tion of  the  Menfes,  does  not  appear  to  be  confined  to  the  uterine  veffels  alone ; 
all  the  venous  fyftem  of  the  lower  belly  is  affeded;  the  lymphatics  alfo,  in 
confequence  of  the  general  oppreffion.  The  legs  often  fwell,  the  piles  are  a'l- 
moft  always  troublefome,  the  patients  are  generally  coftive,  the  urine  in  fmall 
quantities  and  often  difcharged,  and  ail  the  thinner  fecretions  diminiffied.  Yet 
the  countenance  and  appearance  of  the  whole  habit  denote  a general  plenir- 
tude,  but  very  different  from  the  bloated  body  of  an  hydropic.  Repeated 
bleeding  in  fmall  quantities  always  gives  relief.  Sulphur  and  magnefla,  or 
other  eafy  laxatives  given  conftantly,  prevent  the  piles,  and  keep  the  belly 
gently  open.  Regular  exercife  on  horfeback,  or  in  a carriage,  is  quite  necef- 
fary  to  effed  a cure,  which  is  for  the  moft  part  flow  and  tedious,  but  in  general 
certain.  Purgatives  approaching  to  the  draftic  kind  are  often  injurious,  and 
fo  are  copious  evacuations  by  bleeding,  though  fmall  ones  are  effentially  ne- 
ceffary.  Their  diet  fhould  be  light,  but  not  too  liquid.  By  means  like  thefe 
the  general  fulnefs  gradually  fubfldes ; they  feldom  have  any  return  of  the 
Menfes,  except  now  and  then  fome  flight  intimations. 

Permit  me  to  mention  another  cafe,  which,  though  it  does  not  abfolutely 
relate  to  the  prefent  fubjed,  is  not  quite  foreign  to  it.  Nothing,  perhaps,  is 
more  excruciating  to  the  patients,  nor  in  common  more  difficult  to  cure, 
than  painful  menftruation  5 it  impairs  their  health  at  prefent,  and  feems  to  ren- 
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der  them  lefs  prolific  in 'future:  to  the  fufferers  it  is  a mod  ferious  evil.  By 
the  following  fhort  procefs  I have  been  happy  enough  to  relieve  feveral.  Let 
the  patient  have  by  her  a few  pills,  confiding  of  extr.  thsb.  gr.  j.  each,  made 
foft  with  a little  of  any  kind  of  conferve.  She  is  to  take  one  of  thefe  pills  the 
moment  fine  finds  the  pain  attending  this  difcharge  coming  on.  A.  pill  may  be 
taken  every  hour  till  the  pain  goes  off  : they  feldom  require  more  than  two  of 
thefe  pills ; one  is  often  fufficient,  if  given  early ; and  it  ought  to  be  a con- 
flant  rule  obferved  in  adminiftering  anodynes,  to  give  them,  when  they  are 
plainly  indicated,  early.  It  requires  much  lefs  of  an  opiate  to  obviate  pain, 
than  to  quiet  it  when  acute. 

Let  the  patient  keep  either  in  or  upon  the  bed,  at  lead  in  a recumbent 
■podure ; let  her  drink  moderately  of  any  diluting  liquor,  and  of  the  herb  teas, 
weak  whey,  thin  broth,  or  what  elfe  her  conditution  may  particularly  require. 

When  the  time  is  pad,  a courfe  of  chalybeate  bitters,  in  fmall  dofes,  may  be 
continued  till  within  a few  days  of  the  return  ; and  the  belly  fhould  be  kept 
open  by  fome  proper  laxative  ; two  or  three  grains  of  cathart.  extract,  with  half 
the  quantity  o { calx  anthnonii  illota , taken  every  night,  will  often  fucceed  per- 
fectly well.  The  anodyne  mud  dill  be  in  readinefs  to  take  when  the  pain 
comes  on,  and  to  be  taken  to  fuch  a quantity  as  to  mitigate  the  pain,  let  the 
dofe  be  what  it  may. 

This  excruciating  pain  feems  to  be  fpafmodic,  and  to  proceed  from  the  ex- 
treme irritability  of  the  uterine  fydem  : the  blood  naturally  determined  hither, 
in  order  to  its  being  difcharged,  by  didending  the  very  irritable  veflels,  occa- 
fions  the  fpafm ; this  produces  a condriCtion  of  the  veflels  ; they  become  im- 
pervious, and  the  nifus  to  the  difcharge  continuing,  the  pain  becomes  exqui- 
fite  and  general,  till  the  patient,  worn  out  with  the  druggie,  is  debilitated  and 
funk  j the  fluids  are  then  difmifled,  fome  eafe  fucceeds,  but  the  patient  is  often 
fo  reduced  as  not  to  recover  her  ufual  drenorth  before  fhe  has  another  conflict 
to  undergo. 

The  fluor  albus  is  frequently  the  confequence  of  this  druggie,  and  it  would 
feem  as  if  the  uterus  itfelf  was  fo  far  a fufferer  as  to  be  rendered  by  degrees  lefs 
fit  for  fecundation.  I think  it  has  been  obferved  by  other  phyflcians,  as  well 
as'  myfelf,  that  few  of  thofe  who  have  buffered  much  in  the  manner  here  de- 
fcribed,  have  borne  children. 
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CASE  of  a HYDROPHOBIA*. 
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I SHALL  introduce  what  I have  to  fay  upon  this  Cafe,  by  an  account'  of 
what  happened  before  I faw  tire  patient,  as  it  was  drawn  up  by  W.  French,, 
his  apothecary. 

* This- paper,  which  was  originally  publiihed  in  th e.Med.  Qbf.&  Inq.  vol.  v.  p.  195.  an.  1774, 
was  afterwards  reprinted  in  the  form  of  a pamphlet,  with  the  following  Introdudion,  and  Addi- 
tional Obfervations.  Editor. 

“ I HAVE  been  folicited  to  reprint  the  following  Cafe,  that  it  might  pafs  into  many  hands 
“ where  the  work  in  which  it  was  firft  inferted  may  never  come.  I yielded  to  this  folicitation 
“ the  more  eafily,  when  I found. that  neither  the  Society  to  which  it.  was  prefented,  nor  the  Book- 
“ feller  whofe  property  it  is,  had  any  objedion  to  its  being  publiihed  in  this  manner. 

“ The  reader  muft  not  cxpefl  to  fnd  in  it  a cure  for  the  Canine  Madnefs.  He  will. find,  per- 
“ haps,  nothing  more  of  certainty  in  this  refped  than  that  all  the  remedies  hitherto  pro- 
“ pofed,  either  as  preventives  or  cures,  are  found  by  experience  to  be  altogether  inefFedual. 

“ To  rely  on  any  popular  means  of  preventing  the  fatal  efFeds  of  this  poifon,  whether  known 
“ and  generally  divulged,  or  preferved  as  fecrets,  which,  as  the  Tonquin  medicine,  are  found 
“ to  be  incompetent  and  inefFedual,  is  a dangerous  deception. 

“ Were  it  only  to  give  one  incontrovertible  fad  in  evidence  againft  fuch  pretenf.ons,  and  of 
*r  courfe  to  ilimulate  the  faculty  to  make  a farther  fearch  after  more  efFedual  relief  in  this  drf- 
“ temper,  it  would  be  doing  fome  fervice-  to  fociety. 

“ Dr.  Vaughan  of  Leicefier  has  lately  publiihed  fome  caf«:s  of  the  Hydrophobia,  which  it 
“ divers  refpeds  confirm  the  intimations  given  in  the  cure  referred  to.  And  the  very  rational, 
“ though  unfuccefsful,  efforts  he  made  to  alTiit  his  patients  under  this  calamity,  are  proofs  of 
“ his  attention,  and  of  the  hitherto  untameable  nature  of  this  lingular  poifon- 

“ Let  not,  however,  thefe  difficulties  diicourage  us  from  obferving  every  cafe  that  occurs  with 
“ attention,  and  faithfully  noting  every  incident  that  arifes  in  the  progrefs  of  the  difeafe  r; 
*f  perhaps  the  united  labours  of  the  faculty.  Providence  permitting,  may,  at  length,  diicover 
“ fome  efFedual  remedy. 

“ To  this  Cafe  are  fubjoined  fome  Remarks  on  the  Canine  Madnefs  and  Hydrophobia,  with 
“ a view  to  aflilt  thofe  who  are  called  in  upon  thefe  occaffons,  ta  perform  their  duty  with  fa- 
4>  tisfadion  to  themfelves,  and  advantage  to  their  patients.” 

Mr; 
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{<  Mr.  CHARLES  BELLAMY,  of  Holborn,  aged  forty  years,  on  the 
‘c  14th  of  February  1774,  was  bit  by  a cat,  which  was  killed  the  fame  morn- 

<c  ing. 

“ The  day  after,  viz.  February  15th,  he  took  the  celebrated  Ormfkirk  medi- 
<c  cine,  fold  by  Hill  and  Berry,  in  Hill-ftreet,  Berkley-fquare,  and  conformed 
“ to  the  directions  given  by  the  vender  in  every  refpect. 

“ A fervant-maid,  who  was  bit  in  the  leg  by  the  fame  cat,  juft  before  her 
“ mailer  was  bitten,  took  the  fame  remedy. 

“ About  the  middle  of  April  he  complained  of  a pain  in  his  right  knee, 
“ which  he  fuppofed  was  affected  with  the  rheumatifm ; he  had  felt  the  like 
“ pain  at  times  during  the  laft  two  years,  and  had  procured  himfelf  eafe  by 
tc  pumping  cold  water  on  the  part.  On  the  7th  of  June,  this  complaint  in- 
“ creafing,  he  defired  me  to  attempt  fomething  for  his  relief.  I accordingly 
tf  fent  him  a box  of  pills,  two  of  which  were  to  be  taken  every  night,  contain- 
“ ing  about  one  grain  of  calomel,  of  camph.  ipecac,  and  pill.fapon.  two  grains 
Cf  each,  and  two  tea-fpoonfuls  of  Huxham’s  tincture  of  the  bark  in  buck- 
“ bean-tea  twice  a day. 

“ After  having  taken  thefe  medicines  about  fix  days,  he  difcovered  an  un- 
tc  ufual  titillation  in  the  urethra , a contraction  of  the  Jcrotum  and  yenis  to  a de- 
tc  gree  of  pain,  and  an  emiflion  of  Jemen  after  making  water,  to  which  he  had 
te  frequent  calls. 

{t  Alarmed  at  thefe  fymptoms,  which  he  attributed  to  his  medicines,  he  was 
ec  defired  to  difcontinue  them,  and  to  live  as  temperately  in  every  refpect  as 
“ polfible. 

tf  On  Thurfday  the  16th  of  June,  he  fent  for  me  in  the  morning,  com- 
<c  plained  much  of  having  had  a reftlefs  night,  and  told  me,  though  he  had  eat 

fome  bread  and  butter  as  ufual  for  his  breakfaft,  yet  he  found  he  could  not 
cc  fwallow  his  tea  without  difficulty ; he  attempted  it  before  me,  and  threw  a 
Cf  little  into  his  mouth,  but  with  the  utmoft  agitation. 

<c  Recollecting  the  accident  of  the  bite,  and  apprehending  the  moft  ferious 
tc  confequences,  but  without  difcovering  my  apprehenfions  to  the  patient,  I 
“ propofed  a phyfician  might  be  fent  for.  Dr.  Fothergill  was  mentioned  by 
tc  the  patient.  I met  the  Doctor  in  a few  minutes  after,  and  informed  him  of 
“ the  preceding  circumftances,  and  attended  him  to  the  place. 

W.  F R E N C H.” 

Theobald ’s-Road, 

June  20,  1774. 
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I SAW  the  patient  above  mentioned  the  16th  in  the  morning:  he  was  fitting 
in  his  dining-room,  without  any  other  appearance  of  indifpofition  than  a little 
palenefs ; his  countenance  chearful  ; nothing  that  difcovered  uneafinefs  or 
anxiety.  He  recited  very  diftinctly  the  complaints  which  he  called  rheumatic, 
and  which  had  induced  him  to  apply  for  help  ; mentioned  his  opinion,  that  his 
diforder  had  been  increafed  by  the  pills,  &c.  but  upon  being  informed,  they 
could  have  no  fuch  effects,  he  readily  gave  up  the  point.  “ I have  had  (fays 
ct  he)  a very  reftlefs  night;  my  head  has  been  much  out  of  order;  I have 
“ fweated  a great  deal,  was  very  faint  with  it,  and  have  had  little  or  no  fleep 
ct  I was  extremely  thirfty  in  the  night,  and  intended  to  have  regaled  myfelf 
<c  this  morning  with  a large  draught  of  baum-tea,  which  Hands  there  ready 
<e  made;  but  you  fhall  fee  the  difficulty  I am  under,  and  which  induces  me  to 
cc  a(k  your  affiftance.”  He  then  took  up  a tea-cupful  of  common  green  tea 
with  milk  in  it,  as  he  drank  it  commonly  for  breakfaft,  and  brought  it  within  a 
few  inches  of  his  lips  with  great  compofure : he  then  threw  the  liquor  into  his 
mouth,  and  fwallowed  it  with  uncommon  hafte  and  perturbation.  tc  You  fee 
“ (fays  he)  I can  force  it  down : fhall  I do  this  very  frequently,  or  will  you  al- 
“ low  me  to  omit  it  a while  ?” 

It  may  be  proper  in  this  place  to  mention,  that  our  patient  was  a perfon  of  a 
good  underftanding,  active,  diligent,  and  fenfible,  much  efteemed  for  his  pro- 
bity ; and  during  his  illnefs  he  gave  proofs  of  a capacity  and  refolution  fupe- 
rior  to  moft  men  in  the  middle  ftations  of  life. 

I defired  him  to  forbear  the  attempt,  while  it  continued  to  affect  him  with 
extreme  uneafinefs,  but  to  endeavour  to  get  down  bread  moiftened  with  any 
liquor  he  chofe  as  often  as  poffible.  The  thought  pleafed  him,  and  he  got  down 
bits  of  bread  moiflened  with  wine  without  much  difficulty,  whilft  I ftaid,  and 
continued  fo  to  do  frequently  during  the  day ; and  this  was  the  only  kind  of 
nouriffiment  he  got  down. 

He  had  naturally  a lively,  penetrating  eye ; but  his  afpect  varied  frequently 
and  remarkably  during  our  converfation.  His  pulfe  was  generally  about 
ninety,  and  rather  hard,  but  changed  almoft  every  minute,  both  in  frequency 
and  hardnefs.  His  flefh  felt  moderate,  his  tongue  dry;  he  made  very  little 
urine,  and  complained  much  of  the  contraction  of  the  Jcrotum ; the  emiffion? 
had  almoft  ceafed,  and  his  bowels  had  been  fufficiently  emptied  the  preceding 
morning.  * , , 

He  took  not  the  leaft  notice  of  his  having  been  bit  to  me,  nor  did  he  appear 
to  have  recollected  it  during  the  courfe  of  his  illnefs. 

We  forbore,  on  this  account,  to  inquire  after  the  ftate  of  the  wounded  part, 
or  to  fay  any  thing  that  might  lead  him  to  fufpect  his  prefent  complaints  arofe 
from  that  fatal  accident.  ^ * 

Z z To 
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To  gain  a little  time  for  reflection  on  a cafe  fo  fudden  and  fo  dangerous,  and 
that  nothing  which  feemed  reafonable  to  be  done  might  in  the  mean  time  be 
omitted,  I ordered  fix  ounces  of  blood  to  be  taken  from  the  arm ; that  a fcruple 
of  native  cinnabar,  and  half  a fcruple  of  mufk  made  into  a bolus,  might  be 
given  every  four  hours  j and  that  as  much  nourilhment,  fruit,  or  any  thing  he 
chofe,  might  be  got  down,  as  poffible. 

The  family  were  apprifed  of  the  dangerous  fituation  he  was  in,  and  a con- 
futation requefted  as  early  in  the  evening  as  might  be  convenient.  Dr.  Wat- 
fon  was  pitched  upon;  we  met  at  five  ia  the  evening*  the  16th,  and  received' 
the  following  account : 

He  had  taken  two  of  the  bolufes,  had  got  down  fevera!  bits  of  bread  moif- 
tened  with  wine,  fome  ftrawberries,  a few  bits  of  pudding,  but  had  not  at- 
tempted to  drink  any  liquor.  We  requefted  he  would  then,  for  our  fatisfac- 
tion,  endeavour  to  fwallow  a little  liquor:  he  readily  affented ; it  was  brought' 
to  him  ; lie  threw  it  haftily  into  his  mouth,  and  fwallowed  it  with  difficulty  and 
extreme  perturbation  ; the  moment  the  liquor  touched  the  gula,  all  the  mufcles 
concerned  in  deglutition  appearing  to  be  convulfed. 

He  repeated  to  Dr.  Watfon,,very  intelligibly  and  fully,  the  account  which  he 
had  given  me  in  the  morning.  His  countenance  was  pale,  and  he  feemed  much 
agitated  and  diftreffed  ; complained  of  extreme  thirft,  and  of  the  impofiibility 
of  fwallowing  any  liquid.  His  tongue  was  white,  but  did  not  appear  dry.  Pie 
was  perpetually  endeavouring,  with  great  efforts,  to  bring  up  and  difcharge  the 
vifcid  tenacious  phlegm,  which  lined  the  fauces ;. 

The  heat  of  his  flefh  was  moderate  ; but  his  pulfe  was  quick,  hard,  and  irre- 
gular ; ftrong  palpitations  of  the  heart,  which  he  made  us  feel  by  prefling  our 
hands  to  the  part.- 

He  was  perfectly  fenfible ; and,  when  his  endeavours  to  difcharge  the  vifcid 
phlegm  would  allow  him  to  fpeak,  gave  us  pertinent  anfwers.  He  had  made 
but  little  urine  fince  the  morning;  the  dragging,  as  he  called  it,  of  the  fcrotum 
ftill  continued,  and  the  uneafy  fenfation  and  emiffion. 

The  blood  which  was  taken  away  in  the  morning  had  fome  flight  appearance 
of  inflammation,  the  craffamentum  firm,  with  flight  traces  of  fize,  but  the  Jerum 
remarkably  yellow.  No  evacuation  by  ftool  to-day.  Upon  the  whole,  it  was 
evident,  that  the  diforder  had  increafed  fince  morning. 

Upon  maturely  confidering  this  very  hazardous  ftate  of  thingsj  we  agreed: 
upon  the  following  procefs  : 

To  procure  a ftool  or  two  by  means  of  a clyfter  : 

That  he  fhould  then  be  carried  to  the  warm  bath,  and  remain  in  it  fo  long, 
and  to  fuch  a degree  of  heat,  as  was  moft  agreeable  to  himfelf : 

That  at  his  return  a clyfter  fhould  be  given  of  a pint  of  milk  and  water,  and 
this  to  be  repeated  as  often  as  it  could  be  conveniently  adminiftered : 


That 
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That  in  the  laft  of  thefe  clyfters  a drachm  of  Dover’s  powder  fhould  be  ex- 
hibited : 

That  two  drachms  of  ftrong  mercurial  undion  fhould  be  rubbed  by  himfelf 
on  his  legs  and  thighs  as  ioon  as  he  returned  from  the  bath,  and  that  he  fhould 
endeavour  to  get  down  all  the  fuftenance  he  could. 

We  faw  him  early  next  morning,  the  17  th,  when  we  received  the  following 
account : 

The  laxative  clyfter  had  produced  a proper  effed. 

The  warm  bath  relieved  him  greatly  whilft  he  was  in  it,  fo  that  for  a time, 
as  he  expreffed  it,  his  fufferings  were  fufpended.  They  returned,  and  with 
more  violence,  during  the  night.  The  clyfters  had  been  repeated  feveral  times, 
and  the  undion  applied. 

We  found  he  had  paflfed  a moft  reftlefs  night,  totally  without  fleep,  and  in 
much  agitation,  not  being  able  to  lie  ftill  a moment. 

His  countenance  befpoke  much  diftrefs,  though  accompanied  with  endeavours 
to  conceal  it;  fometimes  he  was  calm,  then  agitated;  talked  much,  but  fenfibly. 
He  had  now  a copious  flow  of  faliva  lefs  vifcid ; his  tongue  white  and  moift, 
but  foul.  His  pulfe  was  very  quick,  finall,  hard,  and  irregular  ; his  hands  ra- 
ther cold  than  hot.  He  had  made  water  in  the  night  with  lefs  difficulty,  and 
without  its  ufual  confequences;  the  dragging  pain,  or  fpafmodic  affedion  of  the 
cremafter , was  gone  off.  In  general,  his  ftrength  and  faculties  feemed  lefs  im- 
paired than  might  have  been  expeded,  where  fo  little  fuftenance  had  been 
taken  in  ; and  there  was  conftant  reftlefinefs,  and  no  fleep. 

On  confldering  thefe  circumftances,  and  obferving  there  was  a more  copious 
flow  of  faliva,  the  tongue  more  moift,  the  thirft  lefs,  the  fpafm  of  the  cremafter 
^one,  yet  that  the  difficulty  in  fwallowing  was  not  lefs,  and  ftill  no  fleep,  though 
his  head  was  clear  : 

That  his  pulfe  continued  hard  and  quick ; that  there  were  fome  appearances 
of  an  inflammatory  denfity  yefterday  ; and  that  he  had  found  relief  from  the 
bath,  at  leaft  a temporary  fufpenfion  : We  agreed. 

That  he  fhould  be  blooded  Handing,  according  as  his  ftrength  would  bear : 

That  he  fhould  be  conveyed  to  the  warm  bath,  and  remain  in  it  as  long  as  he 
found  it  agreeable  to  himfelf : 

That  a clyfter  of  milk  and  water  fhould  be  thrown  up  at  his  return  from 
the  bath,  with  a drachm  of  Dover’s  powder ; and 

That  half  an  ounce  of  mercurial  undion  fhould  be  rubbed  on  his  legs  and 
thighs  as  foon  after  as  might  be  done  conveniently. 

One  fcruple  of  thebaic,  extr.  was  ordered  to  be  made  into  twenty  pills,  three 
of  thefe  to  be  given  when  he  came  out  of  the  bath,  and  two  every  hour,  till  he 
ieemed  difpofed  to  fleep. 

At  five  in  the  evening  we  viflted  him  again,  when  ho  received  us  with  the 

Zu  utmoft 
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utmoft  trarifport  and  joy ; and  defcribed  in  very  ftrong  terms  the  pleafure  and 
the  benefit  he  received  from  the  warm  bath,  and  the  hopes  he  now  conceived 
of  a fpeedy  recovery. 

A vaft  quantity  of  vifcid  phlegm  was  continually  flowing  into  his  mouth, 
which  he  was  as  conflantly  employed  in  discharging;  for  it  feemed  to  have  the 
fame  effeCt  upon  the  organs  of  deglutition,  as  if  he  attempted  to  fwallow  any 
other  liquor,  and  gave  him  extreme  uneafinefs.  To  get  rid  of  this  defluxion, 
the  moment  he  felt  it  in  th t fauces,  he  exerted  a fudden  and  vehement  expira- 
tion, as  if  it  was  with  a defign  to  blow  away  the  moifture  fo  offenfive  to  him, 
with  the  utmoft  force  and  expedition.  This  occafioned  a found,,  which  did  not 
feem  very  remote  from  the  hollow  barking  of  a dog. 

When  he  was  not  employed  in  thefe  efforts,  he  was  talking  conftantly  but 
coherently.  His  eyes  had  a particular  keennefs,  and  all  his  motions  were 
quick  and  vehement.  His  pulfe  was  alfo  quick,  hard,  fometimes  trembling  and 
irregular.  His  hands  were  rather  cold  and  clammy,  but  the  general  heat  of  his 
body  not  intemperate. 

He  told  us  he  had  taken  a great  deal  of  nourishment  during  the  day.  On 
inquiry,  we  found  it  amounted  to  no  more  than  on  the  preceding ; a few  bits 
of  bread  moiftened  with  wine,  a little  pudding,  two  or  three  pieces  of  china 
orange,  which  pleafed  him  much.  He  had  taken  none  of  the  pills. 

Previous  to  his  going  into  the  bath,  he  defired  to  be  fhaved ; it  was  readily 
affented  to,  but  proved  a more  troublefome  operation  than  he  was  aware  of. 
The  moment  the  lather  touched  his  face,  he  fell  back  with  furprize ; but  the 
part  being  once  wetted,  he  bore  the  repetition  eafily ; every  frefh  part  that  was 
lathered  gave  him  considerable  emotion  ; the  application  of  the  razor  had  in  a 
degree  a fimilar  effeCt  : in  Short,  every  new  movement  about  him  gave  him 
fome  frefh  alarm,  Some  degree  of  agitation  and  anxiety.  He  took  notice  of  this 
himfelf;  cc  but  (fays  he)  I am  naturally  hafty  and  choleric;  and  when  I am: 
“ got  better  of  thefe  complaints,  I hope  you  will  aflift  me  in  correcting  it.” 

Whilft  he  v/as  in  the  bath,  the  perlon  who  attended  him,  without  any  parti- 
cular intention,  took  up  fome  of  the  warm  water  in  his  hand,  and  poured  it 
on  the  patient’s  head  and  face : this  confufed  him  much ; he  defcribed  to  us 
the  diftrefs  it  gave  him  at  the  time  very  emphatically;  and  added,  with  much 
apparent  Satisfaction,  that  he  had  fo  far  conquered  his  averfion  to  it,  that  he 
had  poured  water  on  himfelf  with  his  own  hand  in  the  fame  manner. 

It  was  in  Speaking  of  this  affair  he  mentioned  the  term  Hydrophobia  ; observ- 
ing, that  his  complaints  refembled  it ; "yet  without  giving  us  any  reafon  to  ap- 
prehend he  had  the  leaft  idea  of  his  actually  labouring  under  this  fatal  diftem- 
per. 

He  had  not  Slept  a moment  from  the  time  he  was  Seized  with  the  dread  of 
liquids.  He  repeatedly  expreffed  the  Satisfaction  he  received  from  the  bath, 

and 


The  Cafe  of  a Hydrophobia \ 357 

and  wilhed  to  go  into  it  again.  We  confented,  and  defired  that  he  might  be 
carried  thither  again,  and  to  flay  in  it  as  long  as  he  chofe. 

Every  new  operation  now  became  an  extreme  difficulty  to  him;  dreffing,  un~ 
dreffing  at  the  bath,  going  into  the  water,  which  he  now  did  with  much  in- 
treaty, putting  one  foot  in,  and  haftily  withdrawing  it.  He  was  at  length  pre- 
vailed on  to  go  into  it.  A recollection  of  the  eafe  he  had  enjoyed  in  it  before* 
aided  by  a manly  refolution  that  never  forfook  him,  fubdued  his  fears,  and  he 
remained  in  it  near  half  an  hour.  He  was  brought  home  about  nine  o’clock. 
He  refufed  to  take  the  pills,  and  every  other  medicine.  He  grew  fretful  and 
reltlefs,  foon  became  delirious,  but  offered  no  violence. 

After  remaining  in  this  condition  about  two  hours,  the  powers  of  nature 
funk,  he  reclined  his  head  gently  on  the  pillow,  and  expired  at  half  paft 
twelve. 

Endeavours  were  ufed  to  obferve  the  condition  of  the  part  that  was  bit,  when 
he  was  dreffing  after  bathing,  as  far  as  could  be  done  without  alarming  him ; 
but  ineffectually.  After  death  it  was  examined  with  attention,  but  without  per- 
ceiving the  lealt  morbid  appearance. 

For  this  account  of  his  laft  hours,  and  his  behaviour  at  the  bath,  I am- 
obliged  to  my  friend,  William  French,  his  apothecary,  who  attended  him  with- 
the  utmoft  constancy  and  humanity. 

During  our  attendance,  we  learned  that  this  accident  happened  in  the  follow- 
ing manner : 

The  fervant-maid  having  occafion  to  waffi,  rofe  earlier  than  was  ufual : upon 
her  entering  the  waffi-houfe,  a cat  attacked  her,  and  fixed  upon  her  leg.  Her 
fcreams  brought  her  mailer  to  her  affillance ; he  aimed  a blow  at  the  cat,  but 
miffed  it;  the  cat  then  feized  his  leg,  but  he  foon  difengaged  himfelf  from  her; 
a chairman  paffing  by  was  called  in,  who  foon  killed  her. 

Both  the  mailer  and  maid  took  the  Ormlkirk  medicine  as  fpeedily  as  pof- 
fible,  and  obferved  the  directions  given  with  it.  The  mailer’s  leg  foon  healed, 
and  he  feems  to  have  thought  no  more  of  it.  Perhaps  fortunately  for  the  girl, 
her  leg  did  not  heal ; it  grew  worfe,  and  baffled  the  Ikill  of  a young  furgeon  to 
whom  Hie  applied.  We  were  told  Ihe  afterwards  got  into  one  of  the  city  hof- 
pitals  on  this  account,  and  we  have  no  doubt  but  Ihe  is  Hill  living.  Our  en- 
deavours to-  find  her  out,  and  to  know  in  what  fituation  Ihe  is,  have  not  yet 
been  fuccefsful  *. 

It  is  here  worth  obferving,  that  two  perfons  are  bit  by  a mad  cat,  at  the 
fame  time:  the  firlt  who  was  bit,  and  the  moll  feverely,  efcapes ; the  fecond 
lofes  his  life-.  The  wounds  of  one  healed  prefently;  the  other  became  a fore, 

* I have  fince  learned  that  her  leg  continued  long  in  a fore  Hate,  but  that  Hie  is  now  perfeCdy 
well,  Aug.  29,  1774. 
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notwithftanding  endeavours  to  the  contrary.  Both  ufed  the  fame  preventive 
means. 

May  not  then  the  happy  efcape  of  the  girl  be  owing  to  the  fore  which  fol- 
lowed from  the  bite  ? It  feems  probable ; and  affords  a very  forcible  argument 
for  enlarging  the  wounds  made  by  the  bite  of  mad  animals,  and  promoting  a 
difeharge  from  them  as  long  as  poffible.  Perhaps  this  is  the  only  fure  prefer- 
vative  againft  the  direful  effects  of  this  malignant  venom  we  are  yet  ac- 
quainted with. 

It  is  with  fome  repugnance  we  point  out  the  inefficacy  of  a medicine,  which 
in  this  country  has  eftablifhed  a reputation  of  its  being  an  infallible  preferva- 
tive.  Perhaps  it  has  had  its  ufe  in  being  fo  efteemed  by  the  generality;  for  it 
is  undoubtedly  true,  that  many  perfons  have  fuffered  almoft  as  much  as  they 
could  have  done  from  the  moil  poifonous  bite,  by  reprefenting  to  themfelves 
the  miferies  they  were  expofed  to.  A medicine  that  could  powerfully  affuage 
thefe  apprehenfions,  from  a general  opinion  of  its  falutary  effects,  has  certainly 
been  beneficial  to  many ; and  fo  have  a multitude  of  other  famed  prophy- 
lacticks. 

But  as  this  medicine,  which  has  furvived  the  reputation  of  many  others,  has 
in  this  inftance  been  found  to  be  ineffectual ; it  feems  to  be  abfolutely  neceffary 
to  apprize  the  public  of  the  fact,  which,  as  far  as  one  evidence  can  extend  to, 
is  decifive : The  fame  medicine  procured  by  an  unexceptionable  hand  (the 
apothecary,  who  urged  its  being  given,  from  a thorough  perfuafion  of  its  af- 
fording perfect  fecurity)  from  the  place  authorifed  to  fell  it;  and  given  pre- 
cifely  according  to  the  preferiber’s  directions,  to  two  perfons  bit  by  the  fame 
animal,  and  at  the  fame  time ; the  perfon  firft  bitten  efcapes,  the  fecond  dies  of 
the  Hydrophobia. 

Was  it  not  of  the  laft  confequence  to  thofe  who  may  become-  the  unhappy 
objects  of  fuch  applications,  to  be  informed  that  even  this  medicine  had  failed 
of  fuccefs,  we  fhould  not  endeavour  to  bereave  them  of  the  comfort  which  the 
^unfortunate  might  derive  from  an  opinion  that  it  was  infallible ; but  when  there 
is  fuch  evidence  to  the  contrary,  it  becomes  neceffary,  for  the  public  benefit,  to 
endeavour  to  remove  prejudices  that  may  be  fatal  to  the  real  fafety  of  indivi- 
duals. 

To  inquire  farther  into  the  merits  of  this,  or  any  other  prefervative  againft 
the  poifonous  'bite  of  mad  animals,  would  take  up  too  much  room  in  your  col- 
lection. This,  however,  would  be  no  unprofitable  employment  for  a perfon  of 
fuitable  leifure  and  abilities;  and  we  are  not  lefs  in  doubt  about  the  efficacy  of 
all  thofe  remedies  which  have  been  urged  by  the  feveral  pxopofers,  as  ex- 
tremely beneficial  in  the  cure  of  this  diftemper,  even  in  its  laft  ftages.  We  are 
confident  that  divers  have  been  mentioned  as  being  cured  of  the  effects  of  fuch 
bites,  who  never  had  one  genuine  fymptom  of  the  difeafe  thence  arifing. 
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At  the  fame  time  that  we  fugged  opinions  which  may  tend  to  deftroy  that 
happy  confidence  which  has  prevented  much  differing  to  individuals ; and 
whilft  we  own  our  apprehenfions  that  none  of  the  celebrated  medicines  hitherto 
propofed  to  the  public  can  fafely  be  confided  in,  either  as  prophvladticks  or  as 
curatives;  we  would  earneftly  recommend  one  means  of  prefervation,  which  not 
only  the  prefent  inftance  before  us,  but  extenfive  experience  feems  to  eftablifh 
upon  a folid  foundation ; that  is,  after  having  wafhed  the  part,  and  cleanfed 
the  furface  as  quickly  as  poffible  from  the  poifon,  to  enlarge  the  wound  imme- 
diately by  adtual  cautery,  the  knife,  or  any  other  fpeedy  and  effiedlual  method; 
and  to  promote  the  difcharge  as  long  as  is  poffible.  This  being  effedtually 
done,  affords  the  fureff  ground  for  a proper  confidence  and  fecurity  againft  fu- 
ture mifchief. 

Two  circumftances  we  take  the  liberty  to  fuggeft,  as  deferving  fome  attention. 

The  firft  is,  In  cafe  of  a bite  from  a mad  animal,  to  recoiled;  what  part  was 
bit,  and,  if  through  any,  through  what  kind  of  covering.  A bite  through 
thick  garments,  or  leather,  as  the  teeth  of  the  animal  would  probably  be  wiped 
quite  clean  from  the  venom,  ought  to  give  lefs  uneafinefs  than  when  it  hap- 
pens to  the  naked  fkin. 

Second,  Not  to  kill  the  animals,  if  it  can  be  avoided,  till  it  is  paft  a doubt 
they  were  mad.  On  both  thefe  circumftances  may  depend  confiderable  fat  if-' 
fadlion  to  the  perfon  bit ; and  it  may  not  be  improper  to  add,  that  there  is  abun- 
dant reafon  to  fufpedt  that  very  few  of  thofe  who  are  bit  by  mad  animals  are 
liable  to  be  affected  by  the  Hydrophobia , or  other  fatal  effeds  of  the  bite.  This, 
however,  is  not  intended  to  abate  the  care  that  is  due  on  thefe  occafions,  but 
as  a proper  antidote  to  that  defpondency  which  is  often  the  confequence  of  this 
accident. 

In  refpedt  to  our  conduct  in  the  prefent  cafe,  it  is  fu ’omitted  to-  your  cenfure. 
We  acknowledge  we  defpaired  of  our  patient’s  recovery.  If  we  kept  partly  iir 
the  track  our  predeceffors  had  recommended,  as  circumftances  admitted,  fo  far 
we  were  juftified:  but  we  went  further,  we  purfued  fuch  means  as  we  thought 
moft  likely  to  have  one  of  thefe  defirable  effects ; to  keep  up  the  forces  of  life, 
by  conveying  into  the  habit  every  kind  of  nourifhment  by  the  paffages  left 
open,  viz.  the  bowels  and  the  fkin,  and  thereby  enabling  Nature  to  fupport  the 
eonteft  longer;  or  elfe,  to  calm  and  relax,  and  render  the  confiid:  at  laft  lefs 
terrible  to  the  aftiftants,  and  lefs  painful  to  the  fufferer. 

We  thought  ourfelves  juftified,  from  conftdering  the  ftate  of  the  pulfe,  and 
other  circumftances,  to  take  away  fome  blood,  and  repeatedly.  That  we  might 
not  reduce  the  ftrength  beyond  what  appeared  neceffary,  we  chofe  to  order  it 
to  be  taken  from  the  patient  (landing ; becaufe,  we  were  fatisfied,  he  could  not 
Lofe  fo  much  blood  in  that  fituation  as  would  be  detrimental  without  fainting, 
much,  fooner  than  he  would  have  done  in  a fitting  or  decumbent  pofture. 
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tft,  TVREVENT  the  animal  fuppofed  to  be  mad  from  being  killed,  if  pof- 
JST  fible,  till  it  is  paft  a doubt,  that  by  refufing  fuftenance  in  any  form, 
and  other  circumftances  ufually  accompanying  this  ftate,  it  is  evident  the  crea- 
ture is  mad.  Let  all  poffble  care,  however,  be  taken,  in  the  mean  time,  that 
he  be  confined  in  fuch  a manner  as  to  injure  no  other  animal.  This  attention, 
though  it  does  not  contribute  to  the  cure,  it  may  to  the  comfort  of  the  pa- 
tient. 

ad,  Obferve  whether  the  wound  is  made  through  any  covering,  and  of  what 
kind  j as  much  fatisfadbion  may  be  afforded  to  the  patient,  if  the  wound  was 
made  through  thick  clothing  or  leather. 

3d,  Remove  the  Havered  cloths  as  foon  as  poffble,  and  waff  the  wounded 
or  bruifed  parts  with  water ; in  which  if  a little  fait  is  diffolved,  it  can  do  no 
harm. 

4th,  Confider  in  what  manner  the  wounded  part  may  be  treated,  fo  as  to  keep 
it  difc'harging  as  long  as  poffible.  If  in  a fleffy  part,  and  the  patient  will  fubr 
mit  to  it,  excifion  of  the  wounded  part  is  the  belt  fecurity  from  danger. 

Where  this  operation  cannot  be  admitted,  the  adbual  cautery,  the  lunar 
cauftic,  a veficatory,  may  be  applied  with  advantage,  according  as  the  part,  the 
age  of  the  patient,  and  the  fituation  may  diredb.  In  every  cafe  let  the  wound 
be  kept  open  as  long  as  it  can  be  done  conveniently.  A fmall  quantity  of  gun- 
powder, a little  moifbened,  fpread  upon  the  part,  if  only  fcratched  by  the 
teeth  of  the  animal,  or  put  into  the  wound  if  large  enough  to  receive  but  a 
little,  and  then  kindled  with  a lighted  paper,  will,  perhaps,  as  fuddenly,  as 
eafily,  yet  fafely  nlarge  the  wound,  as  can  be  effedbed  by  any  other  means,  and 
©ccafion  fuch  a kind  of  wound  as  will  not  inftantly  be  clofed. 
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'The  choice  of  thefe  feveral  methods  muft  be  left  to  the  operator.  Wounds 
in  the  hands,  feet,  or  face,  will  not  admit  of  the  injured  parts  being  cut  out  fo 
fafely,  as  may  be  done  on  the  mufcular  parts  of  the  arms  and  legs. 

The  time,  likewife,  of  keeping  the  wounds  open,  muft  in  fome  refpeCt  de- 
pend on  their  fituation.  To  keep  open  a running  fore  for  a long  time  on  the 
face  and  hands,  would  be  difficult,  and  productive  of  various  inconveniences. 

Of  all  the  prophylactics  yet  offered  to  the  public,  experience  has  proved 
there  is  not  one  to  be  depended  on ; it  may,  perhaps,  be  worth  while  to  confi- 
der  in  this  place  the  means  of  prevention  principally  in  vogue. 

When  a perfon  is  bit  by  a mad  animal,  the  firft  thing  ufually  thought  of  is. 
Sea  Bathing.  The  party  is  fent  to  fome  bathing-place,  where  there  are  com- 
monly perfons  employed  in  this  bufinefs,  who,  by  keeping  the  patient  long  un- 
der water,  and  dipping  him  repeatedly,  reduce  him  almoft  to  a ftate  of  fuffoca- 
tion.  Some  of  the  fait  water  gets  into  the  trachea , more  into  the  ftomach,  and 
proves  fometimes  a brifk  purgative.  Here  the  procefs  ends,  and  the  patient  is 
deemed  to  be  fecure  from  any  future  accidents  on  account  of  the  bite. 

The  reader  will  have  obferved  in  the  preceding  cafe,  that  the  whole  of  this 
procefs  is  founded  on  miftake;  and  it  is  certain  that  divers  who  have  undergone 
the  utmoft  feverity  of  this  dil'cipline,  have  died  of  the  Hydrophobia. 

The  Pulvis  Antilyfus  of  Dr.  Mead  has  had  no  better  fuccefs,  and  is  now  al- 
moft wholly  forgot. 

No  medicine,  as  a preventive,  feems  to  have  maintained  its  credit  fo  long  as 
that  called  the  Ormfkirk  remedy.  It  is  called  fo  from  the  name  of  a town  in 
Lancaffiire,  near  which  the  gentleman  lived  in  whofe  family  the  fecret  has 
been  long  preferved,  and  from  thence  diftributed  with  fuch  apparent  fuccefs,  as 
to  be  .generally  deemed  infallible  for  preventing  the  Canine  Madnefs.  I am 
forry  there  are  more  inftances  to  the  contrary,  than  that  which  is  related  in  the 
preceding  account. 

The  Tonquin  medicine,  compofed  of  Mufk  and  Cinnabar,  has  been  equally 
unfuccefsful.  All  thefe  different  medicines  have  been  employed  by  praCti- 
tioners,  and  all  of  them  have  failed. 

Dr.  James,  who  had  great  credit  amongft  fportfmen,  and  great  opportunities 
of  obfervation,  thought  Turbith  emetics  and  mercurials  certain  antidotes ; but 
thefe,  likewife,  have  had  the  fame  fate  with  others ; they  have  been  negleCted, 
not  becaufe  their  promoters  were  no  more,  but  becaufe  they  were  found  to  be 
infufficient. 

His  practice,  however,  and  fome  other  publications,  turned  the  attention  of 
phyficians  to  mercurials,  and  they  have  of  late  been  confidered  as  the  moft  cer- 
tain antidotes  to  the  Canine  Madnefs : we  gave  them  a ffiort,  though  inef- 
fectual trial.  Others  have  been  more  bold,  but  not  more  fuccefsful.  There 
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is  too  much  reafon  to  diftruft  their  efficacy  in  preventing"  or  curing  the  Hydro - 

Notwithstanding  thefe  difcouragements,  there  is  one  thing  which  ought  to 
afford  the  fufferers  fome  confolation  j which  is,  that  it  appears  very  evident,  that 
if  no  means  of  prevention  were  ufed,  many  of  thofe  who  are  bit  by  mad  ani- 
mals, would  never  be  liable  to  the  fatal  confequences  of  Canine  Madnefs. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  is  more  than  probable,  from  divers  accounts  which 
have  been  publifhed,  that  perfons  of  timid  and  anxious  difpofitions,  who  have 
been  bit  by  fome  animal,  even  without  any  proof  of  its  being  mad,  have  ima- 
gined themfelves  affedted  with  every  fymptom  of  Canine  Madnefs  they  have 
heard  of,  defcribed  their  complaints  as  fuch,  were  treated  accordingly,  and  cured 
of  a difeafe  that  had  no  real  exigence. 

It  is,  therefore,  a matter  of  no  fmall  moment  to  the  pradlitioner,  as  well  as  to 
the  patient,  to  have  all  thefe  circumftances  in  contemplation  and  whilft  the 
former  is  negledling  no  means,  which  either  the  experience  of  others,  or  his 
own  judgment,  have  induced  him  to  think  are  conducive  to  fecurity,  the  pa- 
tient fhould  be  confirmed,  by  every  juft  and  reafonable  argument,  in  an  opinion 
of  their  efficacy. 

After  taking  this  fhort  view  of  the  means  recommended  to  us  as  preferva- 
tives  againft  the  fatal  effedts  of  this  poifonous  bite,  and  having  feen  too  much 
reafon  to  conclude  them  ineftedhial,  it  is  with  regret  I acknowledge  myfelf  un- 
acquainted with  any  method  of  treating  the  Hydrophobia  more  fuccefsfully,  or 
even  of  leffening  the  diftrefs  with  which  it  is  accompanied  farther  than  has  been, 
already  propofed. 

The  firft  fymptom  of  the  Hydrophobia , which  is  a dread  of  all  liquids,  cuts 
off  in  an  inftant  a great  part  of  the  means  of  relief  by  internal  remedies.  It 
is  with  great  difficulty  that  medicines  of  any  kind,  or  in  any  form,  after  a day 
or  two  have  elapfed,  can  be  got  down. 

The  cafe  which  Dr.  Watfon  and  myfelf  attended,  concluded,  like  all- the  in- 
fiances  of  the  genuine  Hydrophobia  -on  record,  fatally.  Had  we  the  fame- 
ground  to  go  over  again,  for  my  own  part,  I confefs  I know  not  of  a more  rea- 
fonable plan.  I would  not,  however,  difeourage  others  from  purfuing  their 
own  ideas : fome  fortunate  event  may,  at  length,  make  us  better  acquainted 
with  the  nature  of  this  poifon,  and  point  out  a fpecific  remedy. 

Should  another  accident  of  the  like  nature  occur,  until  we  are  directed  to  a 
more  rational  and  fuccefsful  method,  I fhould  ftill  be  inclined  to  purfue  a plan 
limilar  to  that  which  we  laid  dowrn  in  our  treatment  of  the  cafe  before  de- 
fcribed. Its  bafis  was,  to  prevent  the  lofs  of  ftrength  as  much  as  poffible,  in 
order  to  gain  time,  and  afford  the  beft  chance  of  relieving  the  patient.  In 
this  difeafe  we  are  early  precluded  from  the  ufual  means  of  effecting  this  pur- 
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pofe,  as  the  patient  foon  finds  himfelf  incapable  of  fwallowing  any  kind  of  nu- 
triment in  a proper  quantity,  as  hath  been  already  mentioned. 

Two  methods,  however,  ftill  remain  of  afiilting  the  patient,  though  imper- 
fectly. Firft,  by  clyfters.  By  this  means,  a large  quantity  of  aliment  may  be 
fupplied.-  Broth,  milk,  eggs,  in  various  fhapes,  may  be  exhibited  in  fmall 
quantities  that  they  may  be  retained,  wliilft  larger  promote  their  ,own  re- 
jection. 

Secondly,  by  baths.  It  is  probable  that  by  this  method  large  fupplies  of 
fluids  may  be  introduced  into  the  habit,  by  means  of  the  abforbent  veflels, 
placed  on  the  furface  of  the  body  every  where. 

Whether  any  ufeful  additions  can  be  made  to  warm  water,  can  be  deter- 
mined only  by  experience.  Perhaps  broth  moderately  faked,  with  the  addition 
of  aromatic  herbs,  might  be  ufed  alternately  with  warm  water;  to  which  may- 
be added  a handful  or  two  of  that  compofition  fold  by  the  perfumers  under  the 
name  of  Pot  Pourrie , and  a proportion  of  Bay  Salt,  fufficient  to  make  it  nearly 
equal  to  fait  water,  or  about  twelve  ounces  to  every  four  gallons. 

Whatever  bath  is  made  choice  of,  the  patient  fhould  continue  in  it  as  long  as 
it  is  eafy  to  him,  and  in  a degree  of  heat  that  he  bears  with  pleafure,  perhaps 
•from  80  to  86  degrees  of  Fahrenheit’s  thermometer.  The  patient  mav  be 
wiped  dry,  put  into  a warm  bed,  a clyfter  given  of  half  a pint  of  broth,  with  a 
raw  egg  beat  up  in  it;  and  both  this  and  bathing  be  moft  induftrioufly  re- 
peated. 

From  the  trials  made  with  opium,  it  does  not  appear,  that  this  drug  lias 
had  any  beneficial  eftedts.  It  is  difficult  to  get  it  down  in  any  quantity  at  the 
time  we  moft  want  it,  in  any  fhape.  By  clyfters  it  may  be  given,  had  we  any 
reafon  to  conclude  it  would  be  beneficial.  In  regard  to  its  external  applica- 
tion, I am  perfuaded  from  experiments,  that  if  the  fkin  is  whole,  opium  never 
produces  any  foporific  effe&s. 

Applied  as  a plafter,  or  a cataplafm,  it  will  produce  the  fame  effeCl  as  any 
fimilar  plaftic  femi-refinous  fubftance,  and  no  more.  In  tinClure,  it  will  a£t  as 
fpirit  would  a£l,  impregnated  with  fuch  a kind  of  fubftance,  void  of  all  ano- 
dyne quality,  and  in  no  other  way.  Half  an  ounce  of  opium  foftened  into  the 
form  of  a poultice,  and  applied  to  the  belly  of  a healthy  new-born  infant,  did 
not  produce  the  leaft  anodyne  efteCl.  The  like  trial  has  been  made  with  Mi- 
thridate,  Venice  Treacle,  and  Laudanum,  and  with  the  like  refult.  In  a difeafe 
fo  fwift  in  its  progrefs,  it  is  of  confequence  to  know  what  will  not  be  efficacious . 

It  compels  us  to  look  around  for  other  auxiliaries. 

If  mercurials  can  be  of  ufe,  it  would  feem  that  the  fteam  of  cinnabar  would 
be  worth  a trial.  By  this  means  it  would  be  pradbicable  to  impregnate  the  air 
in  which  the  patient  breathes,  fhould  he  be  incapable  of  admitting  the  fume 
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in  the  ufual  mode  into  the  fauces , fo  as  to  produce  the  effeCts  of  mercury  on 
the  parts  affeCted  the  moft  fpeedily. 

When  the  patient  comes  out  of  the  warm  bath,  the  mercurial  ointment  may- 
be  applied  liberally.  I am  afraid  it  will  be  found  as  ineffectual  as  the  other 
means  hitherto  made  ufe  of ; but  in  cafes  like  this,  it  is  better  to  try  a medi- 
cine of  whofe  efficacy  there  may  be  fome  donht,  than  none  at  all. 

In  refpeCt  to  bleeding,  I have  only  one  thing  to  obferve.  If  the  patient  is. 
bled  {landing,  till  he  {hews  a difpofition  to  faint,  it  may  be  done  without 
hazard  j it  may  abate  a little  of  that  inflammatory  difpofition,  which  is  the  con**- 
fequence  of  continued  irritation. 

It  would,  perhaps,  at  length  Contribute  to  remove  this  uncertainty,  if  thofe 
who  are  applied  to  on  thefe  interefting  emergencies,  would  confider  themfelves 
as  obliged  by  the  honour  of  their  profeffion,  and  the  ties  of  humanity,  to  note- 
with  all  poffible  precifion  and  impartiality  every  incident  in  the  progrefs  of  this 
difeafe ; and,  whether  they  purfue  the  hints  here  fuggefted,  or  take  up  more  ra- 
tional ones  from  their  own  {tore,  would  communicate  the  refult  to  the  public.. 
By  this  method  the  field  of  conjecture  would  be  contracted,  and  our  fucceffors  = 
directed  to  new  objeCts  of  inveftigation.  The  refult  would  be  not  lefs  honour- 
able to  thofe  who  engage  in  the  fearch,  than  beneficial  to  mankind  in  general* 
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CASE  op  an  ANGINA  PECTORIS, 

WITH  REMARKS*. 


IN  the  autumn  of  1773,  I vifited  R.  M.  Efq;  a gentleman  aged  about  fifty- 
eight,  of  a fize  above  the  middling,  his  complexion  rather  fair  and  fan- 
guine  than  fwarthy,  plump  and  full,  difpofed  to  corpulency,  but  not  fo  as  to 
render  him  unfit  for  any  kind  of  exercife. 

For  the  molt  part  he  had  enjoyed  very  good  health  during  the  greateft  part 
of  his  life,  which  was  active,  regular  in  common,  temperate  as  to  liquors,  a 
good  appetite,  and  accuftomed  to  a plain  but  plentiful  table,  as  I was  informed 
by  my  friend  and  neighbour  W.  Fowle,  who  attended  him- as  his  apothecary, 
and  gave  me  the  following  account : 

<c  He  was  feized  about  the  year  1770  with  a remarkable  giddinefs,  which 
was  at  times  extremely  troublefome  to  him,  and  never  left  him  entirely,  though 
the  intervals  of  the  feverer  attacks  were  frequently  pretty  long.  For  this  com- 
plaint he  had  at  firfb  a blifter  on  his  head,  which  was  kept  open  feveral  months ; 
and  afterwards  had  one  upon  his  back,  which  was  alfo  kept  open  a good  while. 
He  took  at  different  times  valerian,  with  fait  of  hartfhorn,  lac  ammoniacum , de- 
coftion  of  the  bark  with  valerian ; but,  excepting  the  blifters,  nothing  appeared 
to  give  him  any  material  relief. 

“ In  July  1773  he  was  attacked  with  a fpafm  in  the  breaft,  which  at  firft  af- 
fe6ted  him  only  when  he  ufed  exercife,  and  chiefly  when  he  walked  up  hill.  I 
defired  him  to  apply  a fmall  blifter  to  his  ftomach,  and  to  take  a quarter  of  a 
pint  of  buckbean-tea  twice  a day.  The  blifter  gave  him  great  pain,  and  lie 
was  obliged  to  let  it  heal  very  foon.  The  buckbean-tea  did  him  no  good.  I 
then  gave  him  the  gum-pill  and  guaiacum,  mixed  up  with  Bdlf.  P'eruv.  He 
took  the  pills  morning  and  evening,  and  waftied  them  down  with  the  campho- 
rated julep,  to  which  was  added  fome  Ample  tint-lure  of  valerian.  Theft  me- 
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dicines  at  firft  appeared  to  do  him  fome  good;  but  the  dileafe  fhordv  after  re- 
turned with  greater  violence,  when  you  was  confulted ; and  he  died  the  10th  of 
May  following." 

1 Toon  round  there  was  too  much  reafon  to  fufpeik  this  difeafe  was  of  that  kind, 
which  is  fo  fully  and  judicioufly  defcribed  by  Dr.  Heberden,  in  the  fecond  vo- 
lume of  Tie  Medical  Traniacgions;  y ciieaie  which  I had  too  often  met  with  .as 
it  terminated  for  the-  mbit  part. fatally,  and  without  its  being  in  my  power  in 
one  angle  inirance  to  learn  from  diffeccion  the  feat  of  it,  or  to  acquire  any  fatif- 
fa story  information  of  ks  nature,  ffromvhe  mod:  attentive  recollection  of  the  fe- 
veral  fymptoms. 

It  was  in  the  evening  when  I law  the  patient;  and  at  that  time  he  was  free 
from  any  complaint,  as  he  fat  kill.  His  heat  was  moderate ; his  pulfe  furfi- 
ciently  full,  but  for  the  molt  paft  Trregularf  his  appetite  good;  and  the  dif- 
rharges  as  they  ought  to  be,  only  rather  difpofed  to  coltivenefs. 

He  complained  that  his giddinefs  was  kill  troublefome  at  times;  but  that  a 
dilbrder,  which  frequently  affecked  his  break,  especially  on  motion,  and  occa- 
itoned  much  diffcuky  in  breathing,  gave  him  the  greatek  uneafinefs. 

That  in  walking,  if  he  eidier  went  up  the  flightek  acclivity,  or  endeavoured 
to  walk  faker  than  a certain  pace ; or  if  the  wind  was  high,  and  met  him  as  he 
walked  even  moderately ; he  was  obliged  to  kop.  He  defcribed  it  as  a kind 
of  ftrichire  furrounding  his  chek,  principally  in  a line  with  the  mamma,  in  fuch 
a manner  as  to  render  it  impofiible  to  take  a kep  further  without  the  hazard  of 
immediate  fuffocation ; a {harp  pungent  pain  mok  particularly  affecting  the 
parts  under  the  left  break,  .extending  itfelf  upwards  on  that  fide,  and  down  the 
inner  part  of  the  left  arm  to  the  elbow.  Thefe  fymptoms,  on  turning  from 
die  wind,  and  Handing  kill  a few  leconds,  went  off,  leaving  only  the  remem- 
brance of  their  feverity,  and  a caution  to  proceed  more  deliberately. 

The  weather  lccmed  za  have  home  little  effect  upon  him;  a fharp  keen  air, 
or  a rduh  wind,  or  an  extreme  oi  any  kind,  affecting  him  very  fenfibly. 

Going  up  Hairs,  and  getting  into  bed,  were  great  difficulties  .to  him : nor 
did  the  Hrichire  always  ceafe  upon  lying,  or  radier  fitting  down  in  bed;  it 
would  fometimes  continue  to  harrafs  him  for  an  hour  or  two,  and  frequently  re- 
turned about  one  or  two  o'clock  in  the  morning,  or  at  day-break. 

He  had  felt  occafionally  a fmart  and  ludderr  fit  of  pain  in  one  foot,  with 
fome  imall  Swelling,  apparently  of  due  gouty  kind.  His  age,  his  manner  of 
living,  his  general  habit,  feemed  to  favour  an  opinion,  that  his  diforder  might 
partake  of  this  malady.  He  had  found  too,  that  eructations  often  terminated 
his  pains ; and  that  nothing  facilitated  thefe  difeharges  fo  much  as  nmple  pep- 
permint-water : it  was  always  by  him  in  the  night,  and  gave  him  eafe  even 
when  a reafonabie  dole  of  a paregoric  had  been  given  without  benefit. 

Willing  to  hope  that  this  cafe  might  partake  considerably  of  a gouty  nature, 
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And  confequently  that  there  was  fome  chance  of  relieving  it,  I propofed  fuch  a 
plan,  both  of  diet  and  medicine,  as  might  tend  to  enable  the  conflitution  either 
to  difcharge  the  gouty  matter  through  the  emundtories,  or  to  throw  it  upon  the 
extremities : I advifed  him  to  abftain  from  every  thing  heating,  not  however  to 
drink  much  lefs  wine  than  ufual,  and  to  obferve  caution  in  refpedt  to  quantity 
of  proper  food.  Sometimes  the  diforder  feemed  to  be  lefs  fevere ; but  no  tail- 
ing advantages  were  gained : at  length  recourfe  was  had  to  an  anodyne  at  night, 
which  was  repeated  either  in  the  night,  or  towards  morning,  as  the  conftridtive 
exacerbations  required.  Twenty-five  drops  of  tin 51.  theb.  with  a like  quantity 
of  vin.  antim . at  night,  and  ten  drops  of  the  fame  tindture  in  a little  draught 
early  in  the  morning,  procured  for  a confiderable  time  the  appearance  of  much 
benefit.  This  however  was  not  lafting ; upon  any  little  exertion  of  mufcular 
force,  the  diforder  ftill  difcovered  itfelf,  ancfwith  as  much  violence  as  at  firfl. 

With  a view  to  afiifl  his  general  health,  which  feemed  now  to  be  much 
affedled  by  the  continuance  of  thefe  complaints,  he  drank  the  Bath-water  at 
Bath  feveral  weeks.  Some  more  pain  was  obferved  in  one  foot  whiift  at  Bath, 
and  a fwelling  fufficient  to  fhew  it  was  the  gout.  His  health  was  fomewhat 
improved  by  the  journey  and  the  waters;  but  they  did  not  alleviate  the  origi- 
nal pain  in  his  breafl,  which  fometimes  came  fo  fuddenly  and  violently,  towards 
the  mornings  efpecially,  as  to  alarm  thofe  about  him  with  fears  of  his  immediate 
death,  and  which  at  length  happened  very  fuddenly,  in  the  morning  of  the  10th 
of  May. 

The  family  condefcended  to  have  him  opened,  which  was  performed  by  my 
ingenious  friends  the  Langleys,  father  and  fon,  judicious  furgeons  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood ; from  whom  I received  the  following  account,  not  being  able, 
through  fome  prior  engagements,  to  be  prefent  at  the  diflebtion. 

<c  On  infpedting  the  body  of  R.  M.  Efq;  the  parts  were  as  follows: 

In  the  Thorax.— The  mediajiinnm  much  loaded  with  fat;  a quantity  of 
water  under  the  lungs,  about  a quart  on  each  fide,  thin  and  tranfpar ent,  nearly 
refembling  urine.  The  lungs  in  good  condition,  except  on  the  upper  part  of 
the  right  fide  there  vras  an  adhefion  to  the.  pleura,  of  about  an  inch,  but  withou*' 
inflammation.  The  pericardium , on  the  outfide,  loaded  with  a large  quantity  of 
fuety  fat,  but  more  fo  on  the  lower  fide,  next  the  diaphragm.  The  lymph  in 
the  infide  about  the  ufual  quantity.  The  heart  of  the  ufual  fize.  The  auricles 
and  ventricles  with  all  the  veffels  and  valves  perfebt ; not  the  leafl  ofiification 
or  appearance  of  difeafe,  except  on  the  outward  mufcular  part,  near  the  apex,  a 
fmall  white  fpot,  as  big  as  a fixpence,  refeihbling  a cicatrix. 

In  the  Abdomen. ---The  peritoneum  perfect. 

The  omentum  much  enlarged  and  thickened,  at  leafl  fix  times  its  natural 
thicknefs.  The  fat  of  a yellow  appearance,  and  much  firmer  than  ufual,  very 
heavy,  and  the  lower  part  adhering  to  the  peritoneum. 
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The  Stomach.— -In  the  inner  coat  a good  deal  of  inflammation,  particularly- 
about  the  valve  in  the  pylorus. 

The  Liver  rather  more  florid  without  than  ufual ; on  the  back  convex 
part  of  it  was  an  unufual  prominency,  near  the  fize  of  an  egg;  but  on  opening 
it,  no  appearance  of  difeafe. 

The  Gall-Bladder  full,  and  much  diftended,  but  no  Hones.” 

The  firft  cafe  apparently  of  this  nature  that  occurred  to  me,  was  above 
twenty  years  ago ; and  the  perfon  is  now,  or  lately  was,  living,  and  in  good 
health,  not  having  of  late  years,  fo  far  as  I have  heard,  been  attacked  with  this 
complaint.  He  was  at  that  time  about  thirty  years  of  age,  and  the  youngeft 
fubjeX  I have  ever  feen  affeXed  with  this  diforder,  which  is  fo  ftrongly  marked, 
as  cannot  eafily  be  miftaken  for  any  other. 

He  was  rather  of  a low  ftature  than  tall,  a Ihort  neck,  ftrong,  temperate, 
and  accuftomed  to  regular,  but  not  violent,  exercile.  Without  any  perceptible 
caufe,  he  found  himfelf  fometimes  obliged  to  flop  fuddenly,  if  he  was  either 
walking  up  hill,  or  a little  fafter  than  ordinary,  or  if  he  was  riding  a very  brifk 
trot.  Moderate  motion  of  any  kind  did  not  affeX  him.  Finding  the  difeafe 
increafing,  he  applied  to  me  for  afiiftance.  He  lodged  at  a relation’s  in  Can- 
non-ftreet ; from  the  end  of  it  in  Gracechurch-ftreet  to  White  Hart  Court, 
where  I then  lived,  is  a very  gentle  afeent ; but  in  that  Ihort  fpace  he  was 
obliged  to  Hand  Hill  feveral  times,  to  recover  from  a kind  of  ftriXure  about 
his  cheft,  as  he  deferibed  it,  that  threatened  him  with  death,  if  he  had  been 
forced  to  go  forward.  He  had  juft  dined,  and  this  had  added  to  his  difficulty, 
having  himfelf  obferved,  that  he  fuffered  lefs  in  motion  when  his  ftomach  was 
empty.  From  the  defeription  of  the  pain,  its  courfe,  which  was  acrofs  the 
breaft,  and  down  both  arms  to  the  elbows,  I could  not  forbear  fufpeXing  the 
fixth  pair  of  nerves  and  their  numerous  connexions  were  the  feat  of  this  dif- 
eafe ; that  fome  irritating  caufe,  excited  by  motion,  affeXed  them ; and  that  the 
parts  they  were  principally  diftributed  to,  fuffered  in  confequence.  The  lungs 
did  not  appear  to  be  affeXed  ; no  preceding  cough  or  fymptoms  of  inflamma- 
tion, no  catarrhal  defluxion,  no  appearance  of  a dropfy  of  the  thorax,  nor  any 
fugitive  acrimony,  that  feemed  capable  of  producing  fuch  fenfations,  had 
taken  place. 

I recommended  a fparing  diet,  to  keep  the  bowels  open,  to  ufe  moderate 
exercife  on  horfeback;  but  not  to  take  long  or  fatiguing  walks.  He  took  fome 
pills  of  foap,  pil.  gummoj.  cinnab.  nativ.  and  a light  chalybeate  bitter  for  fome 
months.  After  this,  he  went  to  Ba^h  feveral  fucceflive  feafons,  and  acquired  his 
ufual  health. 

This  is  the  only  inftance  that  has  occurred  to  me  of  a perfeX  recovery  from 
this  obfeure,  and  too  often  fatal  malady.  Some  have  been  much  relieved  for 
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a confiderable  time,  and  I have  heard  nothing  farther  concerning  them;  but  for 
the  moft  part,  if  the  difeafe  attacks  them  late  in  life,  the  prognoftic  is  unfa- 
vourable. 

Perhaps  it  will  be  difficult  to  account  for  the  fymptoms  attending  this  dif- 
eafe fatisfadtorily,  from  the  appearances  on  difiedtion.  In  a cafe  not  altogether 
diflimilar  in  that  diftinguiffiing  character,  the  conftridtion  which  the  thorax  fuf- 
fers  upon  accelerated  motion,  and  where  there  was  reafon  to  fuppofe,  from  the 
fymptoms,  that  moft  of  the  thoracick  and  abdominal  vifcera  were  in  a morbid 
ftate,  nothing  of  this  kind  appeared  on  difledtion  but  a fmall  offification  in  one 
of  the  mitral  valves  of  the  heart,  fome  additional  quantity  of  moifture  in  the 
j pericardium , fome  in  the  cavity  of  the  thorax , and  of  the  abdomen ; but  the 
whole  furface  of  the  body  was  drenched,  as  it  were  in  water,  a general  anajarca 
covering  both  the  trunk  and  limbs,  with  an  utter  inability  to  move  without 
feeling  a very  ffiarp  ftridture  about  the  thorax. 

This  circumftance  induced  me  to  requeft  the  gentlemen,  who  opened  the 
body,  to  attend  to  the  condition  of  the  heart,  with  all  poffible  accuracy ; and  it 
appears  from  the  preceding  account,  that  nothing  preternatural  was  therein  ob- 
ferved,  except,  on  the  outward  mufcular  part  near  the  apex,  a fmall  white  fpot 
as  big  as  a ftxpence,  refembling  a cicatrix. 

Another  circumftance  likewife  induced  me  to  inquire  more  particularly  after 
the  condition  of  the  heart,  which  is,  that  I have  very  feldom  met  with  this  dif- 
eafe, but  it  was  attended  with  an  irregular  and  intermittent  pulfe,  not  only 
during  the  exacerbations,  but  often  when  the  patient  was  free  from  pain  and 
at  reft. 

No  doubt,  as  there  are  no  two  human  bodies  precifely  alike,  fo  there  will  be 
a great  diverfity  of  fymptoms ; but  there  is  one  in  this  fingular  diftemper,  that, 
fo  far  as  I have  feen,  always  marks  it  diftindtly,  which  is,  that  ffiarp  con- 
ftridtive  pain  acrofs  the  breaft,  which  always  ffipervenes  a certain  degree  of 
mufcular  motion,  or  whatever  agitates  the  nervous  fyftem. 

For  the  moft  part,  the  patient  can  walk  a certain  pace ; if  he  exceeds  this,  he 
is  flopped : if  he  rides  on  horfeback,  it  is  the  fame ; he  can  bear  the  horfe  to 
walk,  or  trot ; but  if  he  quickens  this  motion  beyond  a certain  point,  he  is 
obliged  to  flop.  This  is  a conftant  attendant  of  all  the  cafes  I have  feen. 

If  we  confider  the  appearances  of  the  prefent  cafe  on  difledtion,  we  may  per- 
ceive there  are  three  which  are  evidently  preternatural  : 

1.  The  quantity  of  fluid  in  the  thorax  ; 

1.  The  unufual  quantity  of  fat  on  the  mediaftinum , the  pericardium.,  and  omen- 
tum ; and, 

3.  The  fcar-like  appearance  on  the  heart.  The  inflammatory  appearance  in 
the  ftomach,  the  little  protuberance  on  the  liver,  do  not  amount  to  any  thing 
like  caufes  productive  of  fuch  effedts. 
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The  confequences  of  the  increafed  quantity  of  a watery  fluid  and  fat  in  the 
breaft,  would  doubdefs  be  a more  laborious  breathing,  from  the  lungs  being 
confined  within  narrower  bounds ; but  as  thefe  are  permanent  caufes,  the  ef- 
fects would  be  uniform. 

It  is  very  probable  likewife,  that  a heavy  pendulous  omentum,  fo  much  in- 
creafed by  fat,  would  affecft  the  aftion  of  the  diaphragm  very  confiderably,  efpe- 
cially  in  an  upright  and  decumbent  pofture,  and  would  fometimes  impede, 
fometimes  accelerate  the  motion  of  the  blood  through  the  heart  and  lungs 
confiderably. 

This  preternatural  fulnefs  of  the  thorax  and  appendage  to  the  diaphragm, 
though  they  aflift  us  in  part  to  account  for  the  difeafe,  yet  feem  not  to  be  the 
only  caufes  of  this  diftemper.  Time  and  future  opportunities  muft  inform  us  of 
the  reft. 

However,  the  fafts  difcovered  on  the  diffefbion  of  this  body,  evidently  fug- 
geft  to  us  a nearer  approach  to  reafonable  indications  of  cure.  On  reviewing 
feveral  of  thefe  cafes  which  have  fallen  under  my  obfervation,  I think  they  have 
generally  attended  perfons  who  were  difpofed  to  be  corpulent  ; it  is  therefore 
not  unreafonable  to  fuppofe,  that  a part  of  their  diforder  has  arifen  from  a ae- 
pofition  of  fatty  matter  in  fome  parts  of  the  thorax , which,  by  hindering  the  ex- 
panfion  of  the  lungs,  interrupting  the  natural  free  aftion  of  the  heart,  and  per- 
haps by  prefling  too  much  on  fome  branches  of  nerves,  diftributed  to  thefe 
parts  for  the  moft  neceftary  purpofes  of  life,  if  they  are  not  the  principal,  yet 
are  they  among  the  caufes  of  this  difeafe.  The  collection  of  water  in  the  thorax,. 
contributes  to  the  fame  end;  and  it  is  not  improbable,  but  that  in  future  dif- 
fedtions  thefe  three  preternatural  appearances  will  be  found  : the  fubftance  of  the 
heart  itfelf  affeCted ; water  in  the  thorax ; and  an  increafe  of  fat  both  in  the 
thorax  and  abdomen. 

In  attempting  to  cure  this  difeafe,  therefore,  it  would  feem  not  an  unreafon- 
able plan,  to  endeavour  to  increafe  the  thinner  fecretions,  by  the  feveral  means, 
employed  for  this  purpofe,  of  the  urine  efpecially  : 

And  to  prevent  the  accumulation  of  fat.  This  laft  may  be  a difficult  talk, 
and  requires  great  circumfpe&ion,  confidering  the  time  of  life  to  which  this 
difeafe  is  moft  peculiar. 

The  cafe  which  I firft  faw,  was  in  a perfon  of  that  time  of  life,,  which  would 
have  admitted  of  fuch  a regimen  as  moft  commonly  reduces  the  very  corpulent, 
to  a competent  fize.  Paft  the  meridian  of  life,  to  conquer  this  tendency,  might 
be  both  difficult  and  hazardous.  An  exaft  temperance  in  diet  and  in  liquors, 
feems  abfolutely  neceftary  towards  the  cure  of  this  difeafe,  not  fo  far  as  to 
weaken,  but  fo  as  to  cut  off  all  fuperfluity  of  nouriftiment,  as  the  redundancy 
would  moft  probably  increafe  the  diftemper. 
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A ftriCt  vegetable  diet  reduces  exuberant  fat  more  certainly  than  any  other 
means  I know.  A cafe  or  two  of  this  kind  may  not  perhaps  be  wholly  foreign 
to  our  fubjeCt. 

A country  tradefman,  aged  about  thirty,  of  a ffiort  ftature,  and  naturally  of 
a freffi  fanguine  complexion,  and  very  fat,  applied  to  me  for  afliftance.  He 
complained  of  perpetual  drowfinefs  and  inactivity.  His  countenance  was 
almoft  livid ; and  fuch  a degree  of  fomnolency  attended  him,  that  he  could 
fcarce  keep  awake  whilft  he  defcribed  his  fituation.  In  other  refpeCts  he 
was  well. 

I advifed  him  immediately  to  quit  all  animal  food,  to  live  folely  on  vege- 
tables, and  every  thing  prepared  from  them  ; and  allowed  him  a glafs  of  wine 
or  a little  beer  occafionally,  but  chiefly  to  confine  himfelf  to  water.  He  pur- 
fued  the  plan  very  fcrupuloufly,  loft  his  redundant  fat,  and  grew  active  as  ufual  in 
about  fix  months.  I recommended  a perfeverance  for  a few  months  longer ; 
then  to  allow  himfelf  light  animal  food  once  or  twice  a week,  and  gradually  to 
fall  into  his  ufual  way  of  living.  He  grew  well,  and  continued  fo. 

A young  unmarried  woman,  about  twenty-three  years  of  age,  of  a low  fta- 
ture, and  very  fat,  applied  to  me  for  afliftance  in  a great  difficulty  of  breathing, 
fomnolency,  and  incapacity  for  any  exercife.  It  was  a hardffiip  to  be  obliged 
to  go  up  ftairs,  and  at  laft  to  crofs  the  floor  of  her  apartment. 

It  feemed  to  me  that  mere  obefity  was  her  principal  malady  : indeed  ffie  had 
no  other  complaint  but  fuch  as  apparently  might  be  accounted  for  from  this 
fuppofition.  She  was  ordered  to  purfue  a vegetable  diet,  and  in  the  fummer  to 
drink  the  waters  at  Scarborough.  She  conformed  to  thefe  directions,  became 
more  agile,  lefs  fleepy,  lefs  averfe  to  exercife.  She  walked  up  the  fteps  at  Scar- 
borough from  the  fpaw,  a talk  of  no  little  difficulty  to  people  much  lefs  en- 
cumbered. I urged  a continuance  of  the  fame  diet : ffie  was  diffuaded  from  it 
by  her  friends,  and  died  of  fat  in  the  twenty-feventh  year  of  her  age.  She  left 
permiffion  with  her  filter,  to  be  opened,  if  it  was  defifed ; the  cafe  was  too  An- 
gular to  be  negledted  : all  the  vijcera  were  perfectly  found,  but  larded  with 
fat  beyond  apprehenfion.  In  dividing  the  external  teguments,  we  cut  through 
2j  inches  of  fat.  She  died  fuddenly. 

Some  inftances  of  a fimilar  nature,  in  which  a vegetable  diet  has  fafely  con- 
tributed to  reduce  immoderate  corpulency,  induces  me  to  think  that  a prudent 
trial  in  the  cafe  I am  treating  of  would  be  advifeable.  Perhaps  a reafonable 
ufe  of  wine,  not  a generous  one,  ffiould  here  be  allowed,  left  the  ftrength 
ffiould  be  diminiffied  too  much  in  proportion $ and  if  the  power  of  abforption 
ffiould  by  this  means  fail,  we  may  probably  lofe  more  ground,  by  the  increafe 
of  the  feroj'a  colluvies  in  the  cavity  of  the  thorax , than  what  wre  gain  by  fub- 
tra&ing  the  fat. 
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All  the  means  of  increafing  the  thinner  fecretions,  are  evidently  pointed  out 
as  necefiary,  from  this  diffedtion ; and  if  to  thefe  we  join  fmall  dofes  of  chaly- 
beates,  or  other  medicines,  and  an  abftinence  from  animal  food,  fo  far  as  the 
patient’s  health,  fituation,  and  manner  of  life  will  admit  of  it,  we  are  perhaps, 
rendering  all  the  reafonable  ailiftance  we  can,  till  future  difcoveries  make  us 
better  acquainted  with  the  real  caufes  of  this  fingular  diftemper. 
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FURTHER  ACCOUNT 

OF  THE 

ANGINA  PECTORIS*. 


SINCE  my  former  paper  on  this  fubjeft  was  delivered  to  the  Society,  I have 
had  another  opportunity  of  being  informed  by  difieftion  of  fome  circum- 
ftances  relative  to  this  difeafe,  which  are  here  fubmitted  to  your  confideration. 

H.  R.  Efq.  aged  63,  a gentleman  rather  inclined  to  corpulency,  but  adtive, 
and  of  a very  irritable  habit,  middling  ftature,  and  frefii  complexion,  employed 
in  affairs  that  often  required  attention  and  confinement,  writing  efpecially, 
complained  to  me  three  or  four  years  before  his  death,  that  he  often  found  a 
difficulty,  or  rather  an  incapacity  to  walk  up  a moderate  afcent,  efpecially  if 
he  attempted  to  do  it  haftily.  I foon  perceived  that  this  obfcure  difeafe,  which 
had  hitherto  for  the  moll  part  baffled  all  my  endeavours  to  remove  it,  was  tak- 
ing places  I advifed  great  temperance  and  moderation  in  diet,  in  drinking, 
and  application  i to  ride  frequently,  pafs  his  fummers  in  the  country,  to  fhun 
every  thing  that  would  agitate  his  fpirits,  or  deprefs  them  : a gentle  laxative 
medicine,  and  ftomach  bitter,  to  be  continued  for  a fortnight,  and  occafionally 
to  be  repeated,  promoted  his  general  health ; and  his  ov/n  care  contributed 
greatly  to  prevent  the  increafe  of  this  malady.  In  the  fummer  of  1774,  he 
lpent  a few  weeks  at  Buxton,  where  he  bathed  and  drank  the  water,  and  re- 
turned to  town  in  better  health  than  he  had  enjoyed  fome  years  before.  Being 
much  difpofed  to  flatulency,  he  now  and  then  took  a warm  cardiac  draught, 
which  he  found  relieved  him,  and  pretty  often  fome  aloetic  pills,  to  prevent 
coftivenefs;  but  purfued  no  other  plan  of  medicine,  contenting  himfelf  with  ob- 
ferving,  and  with  fome  degree  of  attention,  the  general  regulations  I' had' pre- 
ferred to  him  ■,  and  though  it  did  not  appear  that  much  ground  was  hereby 

* From  the  Medical  Obfervations  and  Inquiries,  vcl.  v.  p„  252.  an.  1774. 
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gained,  the  fame  conftridtion  returning  if  he  attempted  any  exercife  beyond  a 
certain  point,  which  his  own  experience  had  taught  him,  yet  he  perceived  no 
increafe  of  the  difeafe.  He  occafional-ly  confulted  me,  but  rather  with  a view 
to  be  confirmed  in  the  plan  propofed  to  him,  than  with  a hope  of  obtaining  ef- 
fectual relief,  as  he  was  very  apprehenfive  that  he  laboured  under  the  difeafe 
which  Dr.  Heberden  had  fo  fully  defcribed. 

On  the  13th  of  March  1775,  in  the  evening,  in  a fudden  and  violent  tranf- 
port  of  anger,  he  fell  down  and  expired  immediately.  His  family  were  pre- 
vailed upon  to  allow  the  body  to  be  opened,  which  was  done  the  next  day,  by 
that  very  fkilful  and  accurate  anatomift,  John  Hunter,  F.  R.  S.  whofe  ac- 
count is  as  follows : 

Phe  Appearances  upon  opening  the  Body  of  H.  R.  EJ quire. 

ec  The  blood  had  fettled  very  generally  on  the  fkin,  appearing  in  dark 
purple  Ipots. 

In  opening  the  cheft,  I found  the  cartilages  of  the  ribs  very  much  offified. 

In  the  cavity  of  the  cheft  I found  a full  quart  of  bloody  ferum. 

The  lungs  were  to  all  appearance  found. 

The  heart  to  external  appearance  was  alfo  found ; but,  upon  examination,  I 
found  that  its  fubftance  was  paler  than  common,  more  of  a ligamentous  con- 
fiftence,  and  in  many  parts  of  the  left  ventricle  it  was  become  almoft  white 
and  hard,  having  juft  the  appearance  of  a beginning  offification. 

The  valvule  mitrales  had  a vaft  number  of  fuch  appearances  in  them,  and 
were  lefs  pliant  than  in  a natural  ftatej  but  did  not  appear  to  be  unfit 
for  ufe. 

The  femilunar  valves  of  the  aorta  were  thicker  than  common,  but  very  rea- 
dily filled  the  area  of  the  artery. 

The  aorta  had  feveral  fmall  offifications  on  it,  and  feveral  white  parts,  which 
are  generally  the  beginnings  of  offifications,  and  which  were  fimilar  to  thofe 
found  in  the  heart  and  valves. 

The  two  coronary  arteries,  from  their  origin  to  many  of  their  ramifications 
upon  the  heart,  were  become  one  piece  of  bone. 

The  abdominal  vifcera  appeared  found,  excepting  a few  fmall  ftones  in  the 
gall-bladder. 

On  opening  the  fkull,  I found  it  very  thick  in  many  parts.  Upon  the  fore- 
part of  the  falciform  ligament  was  a confiderable  offification,  which  lay  be- 
tween the  anterior  parts  of  the  two  hemifpheres  of  the  brain. 

The  fubftance  of  the  brain  appeared  to  be  very  found. 

There  was  rather  more  water  in  the  ventricles  than  is  common  at  that  age  ; 
and  in  general,  there  was  more  water  about  the  brain  than  is  ufua.Uy  found. 

7 The 


Further  Account  of  the  Angina  P eft or  is.  3 75 

The  piexus-choroides  had  feveral  pretty  large  hydatids  in  them,  fome  as  large 
as  a pea. 

The  internal  carotid  and  bafilary  artery  were  beginning  to  oflify. 

There  was  rather  more  blood  about  the  brain  than  ufual ; but  perhaps  not 
more  than  what  is  common  to  thofe  who  may  be  faid  to  die  in  health. 

The  blood  had  not  in  the  lead  coagulated  in  any  part  of  the  body,  nor  did 
it  coagulate  upon  being  expofed,  which  is  another  caufe  for  the  appearance  of 
more  blood  than  ufual,  and  alfo  perhaps  for  its  fettling  fo  much  on  the 
fkin.” 

This  very  accurate  difledtion  throws  much  light  on  the  nature  of  the  difeafe  \ 
and  though  perhaps  it  may  not  aflid  us  in  curing  it,  yet  will  enable  phyficians 
to  give  fuch  affidance  and  advice,  as  may  contribute  much  to  the  cure  of  fuch 
as  are  afflidted  with  this  malady,  and  promote  the  continuance  of  their  ex- 
iftence. 

The  date  of  the  parts  about  the  heart  fully  fhews,  that  under  fuch  circum- 
dances  it  is  impodible  to  bear  with  impunity  the  effedts  of  fudden  and  violent 
agitations,  whether  they  arife  from  guds  of  padion,  or  fuddenly  accelerated 
mufcular  motion. 

To  propofe  fuch  a kind  of  diet  as  may  be  the  mod  likely  to  prevent  fuch 
irritability  ; to  recommend  likewife  attention  to  quantity  ; to  be  particularly 
abdemious  in  refpedt  to  every  thing  heating,  fpices,  fpirits,  wines,  and  all  fer- 
mented liquors ; to  guard  mod  fcrupuloufly  againd  paflion,  or  any  vehement 
emotions ; and  to  make  ufe  of  all  the  ufual  means  of  edablifhing  and  preferv- 
ing  general  health  ; to  mitigate  excefles  of  irritability,  by  anodynes  ; or  pains, 
if  they  quicken  the  circulation ; to  difperfe  flatulencies  when  they  didend  the 
domach,  by  moderate  dofes  of  carminatives,  amongd  which,  perhaps,  fimple 
peppermint-water  may  be  one  of  the  fafed ; will  perhaps  be  the  means  of  con- 
tinuing many  a valuable  life  to  his  family. 

And  it  is  not  improbable,  but  that  on  the  fird  appearance  of  this  dridlure, 
efpecially  in  an  age  not  too  far  advanced,  the  plan  propofed  might  greatly  re- 
tard the  progrefs  of  this  diforder,  by  abiding  to  redrain  excefles  of  paflion  and 
anxiety,  which  perhaps  contribute  more  to  the.  increafe  of  this  difeafe,  than  a 
combination  of  all  the  other  caufes.. 
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OBSERVATIONS  on  DISORDERS 

TO  WHICH 

PAINTERS  in  WATER-COLOURS  are  expofed*. 


To  the  Medical  Society. 

Gentlemen, 

I Have  met  with  divers  inftances  of  perfons  employed  in  painting  with  water- 
colours, who  have  been  violently  affli&ed  with  that  difeafe,  which  is  fo 
generally  known  by  the  name  of  colka  Pittonum,  or  the  dry  belly-ach;  and 
who  have  been  feized  with  that  train  of  fymptoms  which  ufually  attends  this 
difeafe,  and  even  with  that  fpecies  of  paralyfis  which  is  often  the  companion  of 
the  moft  violent  and  advanced  ftages  of  it. 

As  fome  of  the  firft  cafes  that  occurred  to  me  happened  in  autumn,  I attri- 
buted them  to  the  ufual  effedts  of  the  feafon ; a difpofition  to  bilious  diforders 
in  every  degree. 

Refle&ing  on  thefe  cafes,  I found  that  feveral  of  the  inftances  I had  met 
with,  who  were  fo  affedled,  both  men  and  women,  employed  themfelves  in 
painting  with  water-colours ; and  were  likewife  ftudious,  and  eminent  in  the 
refpedtive  branches  of  their  profeflion. 

.This  led  me  to  confider  their  occupation  more  attentively,  in  order  to  difco- 
ver,  if  pofiible,  the  caufe  of  thefe  complaints,  and  the  means  of  preventing  or 
curing  them  with  more  certainty  and  expedition. 

The  pigments  they  make  ufe  of  are,  for  the  moft  part,  prepared  from  mine- 
rals, and  many  of  them  of  a poifonous  nature  : white  lead,  red  lead,  vermilion, 
verdigrife,  orpiment,  calcined  fmelts,  and  other  fubftances  of  a deleterious 
kind,  form  the  bafis  of  moft  of  their  colours. 

It  is  not  an  unufual  thing,  nay,  it  is  too  frequently  the  pradlice  of  many  of 

* Medical  Obfervations  and  Inquiries,  vol.  v.  p.  394.  an.  1775. 
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thefe  artifts,  whilft  they  are  ftudying  their  fubjedt,  to  have  the  point  of  the 
pencil  between  their  lips,  and  whilft  they  are  fafhioning  it  to  their  purpofe,  are 
infenftbly  fwallowing,  though  in  a flow  unheeded  manner,  the  noxious  particles 
of  mineral  poifons,  whofe  effedts  will  be  proportioned  to  the  quantity  thus  in- 
fenfibly  taken  in,  and  the  delicacy  of  the  conftitution.  It  is  feldom  that  the 
robuft  apply  themfelves  to  this  fedentary  occupation. 

A young  ingenious  female  artift,  about  19  years  of  age,  had  frequent  at- 
tacks of  this  difeafe.  She  ftudied  much,  ufed  very  little  exercife,  and  by  thefe 
means  became  more  difpofed  to  fuffer  by  this  unheeded  poifon. 

At  length  fhe  had  a violent  putrid  fever,  attended  with  the  moft  Angular  ap- 
pearances I ever  met  with ; one  of  which  was,  a kind  of  defipientia  that  con- 
tinued for  weeks  after  the  fever  left  her,  with  total  lofs  of  fpeech;  infomuch 
that  when  fhe  had  recovered  her  faculties  fo  far  as  to  know  her  wants,  fhe  was 
long  unable  to  exprefs  them  but  by  writing.  To  this  was  added  a moft  ex- 
quifite  pain  in  the  foies  of  her  feet,  for  many  weeks,  which  prevented  all  exer- 
cife, and  thereby  retarded  her  recovery. 

At  length  fhe  grew  better,  fat  down  to  her  favourite  employment,  and  was 
frequently  feized  with  a violent  bilious  colic,  with  its  ufual  confequences. 
Emetics,  purgatives,  and  the  common  procefs  in  thefe  cafes,  removed  thefe 
complaints  but  her  hands  grew  feeble fhe  became  irregular,  leuco- 
phlegmatic,  and  unable  to  purfue  the  employment  fhe  was  devoted  to.  At 
length,  however,  fhe  recovered  a moderate  fhare  of  health,  and  being  made  fen- 
fible  of  the  probable  caufe  of  her  indifpofttion,  fhe  fcrupuloufly  ayoids  the 
practice  that  brought  on  thefe  complaints,  and  enjoys  better  health. 

This  and  fome  other  inftances  that  happened  about  the  fame  time,  to  perfons 
in  the  fame  occupation,  induced  me  to  think  thefe  diforders  were  principally 
owing  to  their  fwallowing,  without  thinking  of  the  confequence,  fo  much  of  the 
deleterious  colours,  as  thofe  unavoidably  muft  do  who  accuftom  themfelves  to 
fafhion  the  point  of  the  pencil  between  their  lips. 

In  confequence  of  thefe  reflections,  I have  defired  fuch  artifts  as  I have  been 
acquainted  with,  to  find  fome  other  means  of  performing  this  operation  ; as  the 
colours,  being  many  of  them  of  a poifonous  quality,  would,  fconer  or  later, 
fubjedt  them  to  very  grievous  fufferings,  and  perhaps,  in  time,  to  the  total  lofs. 
of  the  ufe  of  their  hands. 

I do  not  prefume  to  propofe  any  better  method  of  curing  this  difeafe,  than 
that  which  has  been  propofed  by  the  writers  on  the  cclica  PiStonum.  But  when 
the  vomitings  are  abated,  copious  difcharges  by  ftool  procured,  and  the  func- 
tions of  all  the  bowels,  in  degree,  reftored  to  their  ufual  ftate,  I know  of 
nothing  that  fo  effectually  contributes  to  reftore  the  ufe  of  the  limbs,  when  im- 
paired by  thefe  caufes,  as  the  liberal  and  conftant  ufe  of  the  tinSura  guaicina 
volatilis.  It  may  be  given  to  fuch  a quantity  as  may  be  fufficient  to  keep  the 
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belly  gently  open,  mixed  with  a little  common  fugar  or  honey,  and  then  diluted 
with  any  weaker  mucilaginous  liquor,  as  thin  gruel,  or  barley-water,  or  marfh- 
mallow-tea. 

Being  fully  convinced  that  many  perfons  have  fuffered,  and  are  ftill  liable  to 
fuffer,  from  this  unfufpefted  caufe,  I need  not  fuggeft  to  you,  that  could  thefe 
ingenious  artifts  be,  by  any  means,  apprized  of  the  danger  they  are  expofed  to 
by  fuch  practices,  it, might  fave  them  much  trouble  and  expence,  and  continue 
them  longer  in  a condition  to  ferve  themfelves,  their  families,  and  the  public. 

I mentioned  that  the  patient,  whofe  cafe  I briefly  defcribed,  fuffered  greatly 
from  a fevere  and  unremitting  pain  in  the  foies  of  her  feet,  after  the  fever  had 
left  her.  I thought  myfelf  happy  that  I had  diredted  no  applications  to  be 
made  to  the  feet,  neither  blifters,  warm  plafters,  nor  cataplafms,  though  the 
nature  of  her  complaints  often  induced  me  to  confider  how  far  they  might 
afford  a profped  of  relief.  I fhould  perhaps  have  attributed  her  fufferings  to 
thefe  applications. 

I almoft  fufpeft  they  were  the  effects  of  fome  poifonous  quality  of  the  paint, 
and  efpecially  of  the  arfenical  kind,  from  the  following  circumftance : 

When  that  celebrated  medicine  called  Plunkef  s was  in  ufe,  about  15  or  20 
years  ago,  for  the  extirpation  of  cancers,  I met  with  the  like  pains  in  the  feet, 
where  that  medicine  had  been  plentifully  and  repeatedly  applied  for  the  extir- 
pation of  cancerous  tumours ; and  it  was  generally  apprehended  that  white 
arfenic  was  a principal  ingredient  in  this  compolltion.  It  is  certain,  however, 
that  many  of  the  pigments  are  of  an  arfenical  origin,  that  others  are  prepara- 
tions of  lead  and  copper,  all  of  them  noxious  in  a high  degree,  and  never  fail 
to  produce  the  worft  of  confequences,  when  they  are  received  into  the  human 
body  for  a long  time  together,  even  in  the  minuteft  quantities. 

There  is  indeed  a pain  in  the  foies  of  the  feet,  which  I do  not  recoiled!  ever 
to  have  feen  remarked  by  any  writer.  It  is  almoft  the  conftant  companion  of 
dram-drinking,  and  in  women  efpecially.  Having  met  with  it  in  too  many  in- 
Itances  of  this  kind,  it  affords  me  but  too  juft  apprehenfions  of  the  nature  of 
. the  malady,  when  a conftant  burning  heat  in  the  foies  of  the  feet  makes  a part 
of  the  patient’s  complaints. 

It  is  not  improbable  but  that  many  difeafes  affedting  very  young  children, 
may  be  afcribed  to  a caufe  which  I am  obliged  to  Dr.  Heberden  for  fuggefting 
to  me.  Many  of  their  play-things  are  coated  with  paint,  a great  part  whereof 
is  white  lead,  covered  with  a flight  varnifh.  Children  are  feldom  content  with 
holding  thefe  painted  poifonous  toys  in  their  hands  they  often  thruft  them  into 
their  mouths,  and  the  varnifh  being  eafily  worn  off,  moft  probably  fo  much  of 
the  paint  is  fwallowed  as  to  become  the  fource  of  complaints,  which  prove  the 
more  obftinate,  as  the  caufe  is,  in  general,  fo  little  fufpedted. 

Accidentally  mentioning  this  fubjedt  to  Baron  Dimfdale,  he  informed  me  of 

3 C 2 a cafe 
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a cafe  that  had  fallen  under  his  own  notice,  and  of  which,  at  my  requeft,  he 
drew  up  the  following  defcription  : 

ff  In  November  laid  I was  called  to  a boy  of  about  eight  years  old,  frnall  of 
his  age,  but  naturally  lively  and  healthy.  The  account  I received  was,  that  he 
had  for  fome  time  pall  been  evidently  declining  in  his  health,  complaining  of 
pains  in  his  belly  and  ftomach.  His  apothecary  had  treated  it  as  a worm  cafe, 
and  had  given  him  a variety  of  evacuating  medicines,  particularly  of  the  mer- 
curial kind,  without  gaining  any  ground  ; on  the  contrary,  the  boy  grew  indo- 
lent and  feeble,  and  had  an  obftinate  coftivenefs : on  being  defired  to  ufe  exer- 
cife,.  he  complained  of  weaknefs  and  pain  in  his  knees  and  ancles  ; his  appetite, 
which  ufed  to  be  very  keen,  was  almoil  gone ; and  his  whole  appearance  was 
languid  and  declining ; his  belly  was  rather  large  and  tenle,  hut  not  to  a very 
remarkable  degree. 

« Particular  inquiry  was  made  refpedting  his  diet but  nothing  appeared,  in 
this  refpedl,  improper  or  unufual. 

<f  Confidering  it,  therefore,  as  an  obftinate  obftruftion  in  the  bowels,  a va- 
riety of  medicines  were  tried,  to  keep  the  body  moderately  lax  and  open  ; but 
no  ground  was  gained  by  thefe  means ; on  the  contrary,  he  declined  vifibly, 
though  flowly. 

“ Whilft  he  was  in  this  ftate  of  danger  and  uncertainty,  a relation  of  the 
family  afked  me,  whether  he  might  not  be  injured  by  fucking  the  pencils  with 
which  he  painted.  I inftantly  took  the  alarm,  and,  on  enquiry,  found  that  he 
had  been  extremely  fond  of  colouring  little  pictures,  and,  for  that  purpofey 
was  furnilhed  with  fliells  of  paint,  and  pencils,  with  which  he  amufed  himfelf 
frequently ; and  his  friends  deeming  it  an  inoffenfive  amufement,  had  not  men-.- 
tioned  it  to  me.  On  examining  further,  I found  alfo  that  he  had  got  a trick  of 
being  almoft  continually  wetting  his  pencils  in  his  mouth,  while  there  was  paint 
on^them. 

“ On  this  difcovery,  all  the  pernicious  implements  were  taken  from  him,  and 
by  giving  occafionally  a purging  medicine,  taking  care  that  he  had  ftools  regu- 
larly, and  perfifting  in  a proper  diet,  he  foon  began  to  mend,  -and  in  a fhort 
fpace  of  time  recovered  his  ufual  health  and  vivacity.” 

If  your  own  obfervations  correfpond  with  thefe  remarks,  by  giving  them  a 
place  in  your  collection,  the  knowledge  of  them  will  foon  be  extenfively  dif- 
fufed,  and  thofe  who  are  liable  to  fuffer  by  thefe  accidents  will  be  apprized  of’ 
their  danger. 

Perhaps  the  following  account,  which  I received  from  a perfon  of  good  un- 
derftanding,  juft  obfervation,,  and  veracity,  now  living  in  Cornwall,  may  not  be 
altogether  without  its  ufe,  and  feems  not  wholly  foreign  to  this  fubjeCt : 

A few  years  ago,  two  perfons  in  the  fame  neighbourhood  purchaled  between 
them  a hogfnead  of  cyder,  for  the  ufe  of  the  people  they  employed  in  harveft. 

Thofe 
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Thofe  in  the  fervice  of  my  friend  had  no  complaints,  and  enjoyed  their 
health  as  ufual. 

His  neighbour’s  work-people  had,  moll  of  them,  fome  degree  of  the  colic  a 
Piftonum,  and  divers  of  them  feverely. 

The  cyder  was  the  fame,  and  given  in  like  quantities ; the  people  worked  in 
the  fame  neighbourhood,  and  at  the  fame  feafon. 

On  inquiring  into  the  caufe  of  this  fingular  difference,  it  was  found  that  my 
acquaintance  had  always  fent  his  cyder  to  the  field  in  a fmall  barrel  $ and  that 
his  neighbour  had  as  conllantly  made  ufe  of  a glazed  earthen  pitcher  for  this 
purpofe.  The  cyder  was  thin  and  fharpj  the  glazing  was  almofl  diffolved,  and 
molt  probably  was  the  caufe  of  the  complaints.  This  inflance  may  ferve  as  a 
very  ufeful  leffon  to  many  people  under  the  like  circumftances ; and  to  corro- 
borate the  evidence  refpedting  the  noxious  effects  of  lead,  already  fubmitted  to 
the  Public  by  Drs.  Baker,  Percival,  and  other  fenfible  writers* 
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J Cannot  give  a better  explanation  of  the  origin  of  the  following  hiftorical  ac- 
count of  Coffee , than  in  the  words  of  Dr.  Fothergill  himfelf  which  I Jhall  extract 
from  a letter  he  wrote  to  me  *.  “ Laft  Summer , before  I went  out  of  town,  J.  Ellis 

te  defined  me  to  put  down  fome  remarks  on  Coffee  in  writing , which  he  had  repeatedly 
<f  heard  from*  me  in  converfation.  I threw  out  upon  paper  whilft  in  Chejhire  what 
“ occurred  to  me  on  the  JubjeCt,  in  a letter  to  himfelf.  His  daughter  draws  very  pret- 
(C  tily,  and  from  a performance  of  hers  the  annexed  plate  was  engraved.  Dr.  So - 
<(  lander  has  corrected  the  botanical  part  of  the  defcription:  the  author  prop  of es  to 
cc  preface  all  this  with  an  account  of  the  introduction  of  this  liquor  into  'turkey  and 
“ Europe.  A paper  put  into  my  hands  by  Governor  Melville , points  out  the  time 
t(  of  the  plants  introduction  into  the  Wefi  Indies,  the  point  in  view  is,  to  engage 
tc  the  Legifature  to  lower  the  duties , and  encourage  the  produce  and  confumption  of 
<c  Coffee , for  the  mutual  benefit  of  this  nation  and  her  colonies  A 

From  a work,  in  the  compilation  of  which  Dr.  Fothergill  had  fo  confderable  a 
fare,  I thought  it  not  improper  to  preferve,  with  his  letter,  fuch  extracts  as  might 
explain  the  general  hiflory  of  this  dietetic  and  elegant  vegetable,  which  fiourifioes 
luxuriantly  in  the  hot-houfes  about  London.  Fhe  largefi  tree  which  was  in  the 
Doctor's  poffeffon,  is  about  fifteen  feet  high , which  is  the  full  fize  of  this  exotic , as  I 
have  obfierved  it  in  its  natural  foil : this  tree  is  now  in  my  Garden  at  Grove-hill,  in 
full  berry.  .Editor, 

* Dated  Harpur-Street,  Feb.  i,  1774. 
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A 

BOTANICAL  DESCRIPTION 

OF  THE 

Flower  and  Fruit  of  the  COFFEE-TREE* 


THE  characters  of  that  genus  of  plants  called  Coffea  by  Linnseus,  who 
places  it  in  the  firit  order  of  his  fifth  clafs,  that  is,  among  the  Pentandria 
Monogynia,  or  plants  that  have  five  male  organs  and  one  female  organ,  are  as 
follow : 


Calix.  Periantbium  quadridentatum, 
minimum,  germini  infidens. 

Corolla.  Petalum  infundibuliforme. 
Tubus  cylindraceus,  tenuis,  calyce 
multoties  longior.  Limbus  planus, 
quinque  partitus,  tubo  longior ; 
laciniis  lanceolatis,  lateribus  revolu- 
xis. 

Stamina.  Filamenta  quinque,  fubu- 
lata,  tubo  corollas  impofita  Anther <e  * 
lineares,  incumbentes,  longitudine 
filamentorum. 


The  Flower  Cup,  whofe  brim  has  four 
very  fmall  indentations,  and  is  placed 
upon  the  germen  or  embryo  feed  vef- 
fel. 

The  Flower  confifts  of  one  funnel- 
lhaped  petal,  with  a (lender  tube 
nearly  cylindrical,  much  longer  than 
the  flower  cup-  Its  brim  is  expanded 
and  divided  into  five  fegments.  Thefe 
are  longer  than  the  tube,  are  lharp- 
pointed,  and  reflexed  on  the  fides. 

The  Chives  con  fill  of  five  awl -Ih  aped 
filaments  fixed  on  the  tube  of  the 
flower.  On  thele  are  placed  the  li- 
near-fhaped  fummits,  containing  the 
male  dull.  Thefe  are  of  the  fame 
length  with  the  filaments. 
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Pistillum.  Germen  fubrotundum.  Sty* 
lus  fimplex,  longitudine  corolls. 
Stigmata  duo,  reflexa,  fubulata  craf- 
fiufcula. 

Pericarpium.  iWozfubrotunda,  punc- 
to  umbilicata. 

Semina.  Bina,  elliptico-hemifphasrica,. 
hinc  gibba,  inde  plana,  arillo  invo- 
luca. 


The  Piflil  confifts  of  a roundifli  ger- 
men, or  embryo  feed  veflfel.  The  ftyle 
is  ftraight  and  even,  of  the  length  of 
the  flower,  and  ends  in  two  flender,. 
reflexed,  fpungy  tops. 

The  Fruit  is  a roundifli  berry,  marked 
at  the  top  with  a pun&ure  like  a na- 
vel. 

It  has  two  feeds,  of  an  oblong  hemif- 
pherical  form,  convex  on  the  one 
fide,  and  flat  on  the  other;  each  of 
which  is  enclofed  in  a membrane, 
commonly  called  the  parchment. 


%*  Linnaeus  has  omitted  taking  notice  of  the  feptum  or  membrane  that  divides  the  feeds  into* 
two  cells  or  loculaments  ; and  alfo  the  little  furrow  on  the  flat  fide  of  each  feed. — It  frequently 
happens,  that  in  the  Mocha  Coffee  only  one  feed  is  to  be  found,  the  other,  being  defective. 


A floort  Defcription  of  the ■ COFFEE -TREE, 
Taken  from  Linnaeus’s  Amoenitat.  Academ.  Vol.  VI.  p.  169. 


Arbor  fimplex,  eredta,  minus  alta;  Ra- 
mis longis,  fimplicibus,  laxis  & fere 
nutantibus,  veftitis  Foliis  oppofitis, 
laurinis,  fempervirentibus,  ornata 
Floribus  albis  feflilibus,  fere  Jafmini 
corolla,  quibus  Bacc<e  ceraforum  facie 
rubicundae  fuccedunt,  pulpa  pallida, 
fubmucilaginofa,  fatua  intus  gerentes 
femina  duo,  dura,  hinc  convexa,  inde 
plana,  arillo  cartilagineo  veftita. 


The  T ree  grows  ere£t,  with  a Engle  ftem; 
is  but  low  \_from  eight  to  twelve  feet " 
high,']  has  long  undivided,  flender 
branches,.bending  downwards.  Thefe 
are  furniflied  with  evergreen  oppofite 
leaves,  not  unlike  thofe  of  the  bay- 
tree,  and  adorned  with  white  Jafmine 
flowers  fitting  on  fhort  foot-ftalks, 
which  are  fucceeded  by  red  berries 
like  thofe  of  the  cherry,  having  a 
pale,  infipid,  glutinous  pulp,  con- 
taining two  hard  feeds,  convex  on  the 
one  fide,  and  flat  on  the  other,  which 
are  covered  with  a cartilaginous 
membrane  or  parchment. 


This  Tree  is  a native 'of  Arabia  Felix,  and  of  ./Ethiopia. 
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The  SYNONYMS,  or  Names  given  to  this  Tree  by~  different  Authors. 

Coffea  \Arabicaf[  floribus  quinquefidis  difpermis.  Linn.  Spec,  plant.  Ed.  II. 

P-  24 5* 

Jafminum  Arabicum,  lauri  folio,  cujus  femen  apud  nos  Coffe  dicitur.  JufT.  adt. 
Gall.  1713,  p.  388,  t.  7. 

Jafminum  Arabicum , caftaneae  folio,  flore  albo  odoratiflimo.  Till.  Prif.  87.  t.32. 
Euonymo  fimilis  ^Egyptica,  frudtu  baccis  lauri  fimili.  Bauh.  Pin.  4.98. 
Pluk.  Phyt.  272.  f.  1. 

Bon.  Alp.  iEgypt.  36.  t.  36. 


EXPLANATION  of  the  Letters  in  the  Plate,  which  have  a Reference  to 
the  DiffeElion  of  the  Flower  and  Fruit. 

A.  The  flower,  cut  open  to  Ihew  the  fituation  of  the  five  filaments,  with 

their  fummits  lying  upon  them. 

B.  Reprefents  the  flower  cup,  with  its  four  fmall  indentations,  inclofing 

the  germen,  or  embryo  feed  vefiel;  from  the  middle  of  which  arifes 
the  ftyle,  terminated  by  the  two  reflexed  fpungy  tops. 

C.  The  fruit  intire  ; marked  at  the  top  with  a pundture,  like  a navel. 

D.  The  fruit  open,  to  Ihew  that  it  confifts  of  two  feeds,  which  are  fur- 

rounded  by  the  pulp. 

E.  The  fruit  cut  horizontally,  to  Ihew  the  feeds  as  they  are  placed  eredt, 

with  their  flat  fides  together. 

F.  One  of  the  feeds  taken  out,  with  the  membrane  or  parchment  upon  it. 

G.  The  fame,  with  the  parchment  torn  open,  to  give  a view  of  the  feed. 

H.  The  feed  without  the  parchment. 
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THE 

HISTORY  of  COFFEE, 


THE  earlieft  account  we  have  of  Coffee  is  taken  from  an  Arabian  manu;- 
fcript  in  the  King' of  France’s  library,  N°  944,  and  is  as  follows:' 

Schehabeddin  Ben,  an  Arabian  author  of  the  ninth  century  of  the  Hegira^  or 
fifteenth  of  the  Chriftians,  attributes  to  Gemaleddin,  Mufti  of  Aden,  a city  of" 
Arabia  Felix,  who^  was  nearly  his  cotemporaryr  the  firfl  introduction  into  thac 
country  of  drinking  Coffee.  He  tells  us,  that  Gemaleddin,,  having  occafion  to- 
travel  intoPerfia,  during  his  abode  there  faw  fome  of  his  countrymen  drinking 
Coffee,  which  at  that  time  he  did  not  much  attend  to  but,,  on  his  return  to 
Aden,  finding  himfelf  indilpofed,,  and  remembering  that  he  had  feen  his  coun- 
trymen drinking  Coffee  in  Perfia,  in  hopes  of  receiving  fome  benefit  from  it,  he 
determined  to  try  it  on  himfelf ; and,  after  making  the  experiment,  not  only 
recovered  his  health,,  but  perceived  other  ufeful  qualities  in  that  liquor ; fuch 
as  relieving  the  head-ach,  enlivening  the  fpirits,.  and,  without  prejudice  to. the 
conftitution>  preventing  drawfinefs.  This  laft  quality  he  refolved  to  turn  to  the 
advantage  of  his  profeffion  : he-  took  it  himfelf,  and  recommended  it  to  the  Der- 
vifes,  or  religious  Mahometans,  to  enable  them,  to  pafs  the  night  in  prayer,  and 
other  exercifes  of  their  religion,  with  greater  zeal  and  attention.  The  example 
and  authority  of  .the  Mufti  gave  reputation  to  Coffee.  Soon  men  of  letters,, 
and  perfons  belonging  to  the  law,  adopted  the  ufe  of  it.  Thefe  were  followed 
by  the  tradefmen,  and  artifans  that  were  under  a neceffity  of  working  in  the 
night,  and  fuch  as  were  obliged  to  travel  late  after  fun-fet.  At  length  the  cus- 
tom became  general  in  Aden  ; and  it  was  not  only  drank  in  the  night  by  thofe 
who  were  defirous  of  being  kept  awake,  but  in  the  day  for  the  fake  of  its  other 
agreeable  qualities. 

The 
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The  Arabian  author  adds,  that  they  found  themfelves  fo  well  by  drinking 
Coffee,  that  they  entirely  left  off  the  ufe  of  an  infufion  of  an  herb,  called  in 
their  language  Cat,  which  poffibly  might  be  Tea,  though  the  Arabian  author 
gives  us  no  particular  reafon  to  think  fo. 

Before  this  time  Coffee  was  fcarce  known  in  Perfia,  and  very  little  ufed  in 
Arabia,  where  tie  tree  grew ; but,  according  to  Schehabeddin,  it  had  been 
drank  in  ./Ethiopia  from  time  immemorial. 

Coffee  being  thus  received  at  Aden,  where  it  has  continued  in  ufe  ever  fince 
without  interruption,  paffed  by  degrees  to  many  neighbouring  towns ; and  not 
long  after  reached  Mecca,  where  it  was  introduced,  as  at  Aden,  by  the  Der- 
vifes,  and  for  the  fame  purpofes  of  religion. 

The  inhabitants  of  Mecca  were  at  laft  fo  fond  of  this  liquor,  that,  without 
regarding  the  intention  of  the  religious,  and  other  ftudious  perfons,  they  at 
length  drank  it  publicly  in  coffee-houfes,  where  they  affembled  in  crowds  to 
pais  the  time  agreeably,  making  that  the  pretence : here  they  played  at  chefs, 
and  fuch  other  kind  of  games,  and  that  even  for  money.  In  thefe  houfes  they 
amufed  themfelves  likewife  with  finging,  dancing,  and  mufic,  contrary  to  the 
manners  of  the  rigid  Mahometans,  which  afterwards  was  the  occafion  of  fome 
difturbances.  From  hence  the  cuftom  extended  itfelf  to  many  other  towns  of 
Arabia,  and  particularly  to  Medina,  and  then  to  Grand  Cairo  in  Egypt ; where 
the  Dervifes  of  the  province  of  Yemen,  who  lived  in  a diftri<ft  by  themfelves, 
drank  Coffee  the  nights  they  intended  to  fpend  in  devotion.  They  kept  it  in 
a large  red  earthen  veifel,  and  received  it  refpedtfully  from  the  hand  of  their 
fuperior,  who  poured  it  out  into  cups  for  them  himfelf.  He  was  foon  imitated 
by  many  devout  people  of  Cairo,  and  their  example  followed  by  the  ftu- 
dious ; and  afterwards  by  fo  many  people,  that  Coffee  became  as  common  a 
drink  in  that  great  city,  as  at  Aden,  Mecca,  and  Medina,  and  other  cities  of 
Arabia. 

But  at  length  the  rigid  Mahometans  began  to  difapprove  the  ufe  of  Coffee, 
as  occafioning  frequent  diforders,  and  too  nearly  relembling. wine  in  its  effects; 
the  drinking  of  which  is  contrary  to  the  tenets  of  their  religion.  Government 
was  therefore  obliged  to  interfere,  and  at  times  reftrain  the  ufe  of  it.  How- 
ever, it  had  become  fo  univerfally  liked,  that  it  was  found  afterwards,  neceffary 
to  take  off  all  reftraint  for  the  future. 

Coffee  continued  its  progrefs  through  Syria,;  and  was- received  at  Damafcus 
and  Aleppo  without  oppofition  : and  in  the  year  1 554,  under,  the  reign  of  the 
great  Soliman,  one  hundred  years  after  its  introduflion  by  the  Mufti  of  Aden, 
it  became  known  to  the  inhabitants  of  Conftanti-nople ; when  two  private  per- 
fons, whofe  names  were  Schems  and  Hekin,  the  one  coming  from  Damafcus, 
and  the  other  from  Aleppo,  each  opened  a Caffee-houfe  in  Conftantinople, 
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and  fold  Coffee  publicly,  in  rooms  fitted  up  in  an  elegant  manner ; which  were 
prefently  frequented  by  men  of  learning,  and  particularly  poets  and  other  per- 
fons,  who  came  to  amufe  themfelves  with  a game  of  chefs  or  draughts,  or  to 
make  acquaintance,  and  pals  their  time  agreeably  at  a fmall  expence. 

Thefe  houfes  and  affemblies  infenfibly  became  fo  much  in  vogue,  that  they 
were  frequented  by  people  of  all  profeffions,  and  even  by  the  officers  of  the  fe- 
raglio,  the  pachas,  and  perfons  of  the  firff  rank  about  the  court.  However, 
when  they  feemed  to  be  the  moil  firmly  eftabliffied,  the  .imans,  or  officers  of 
the  mofques,  complained  loudly  of  their  being  deferted,  while  the  Coffee- 
houfes  were  full  of  company.  The  dervifes  and  the  religious  orders  murmured, 
and  the  preachers  declaimed  againfl  them,  afferting  that  it  was  a lefs  fin  to  go 
to  a Tavern  than  to  a Coffee-houfe. 

After  much  wrangling,  the  devotees  united  their  interefts  to  obtain  an  au- 
thentic condemnation  of  Coffee,  and  determined  to  prefent  to  the  mufti  a peti- 
tion for  that  purpofe  ; in  which  they  advanced,  that  roafted  Coffee  was  a kind 
of  coal,  and  that  what  had  any  relation  to  coal  was  forbid  by  law.  They  de- 
fired  him  to  determine  on  this  matter  according  to  the  duty  of  his  office. 

The  chief  of  the  law,  without  entering  much  into  the  queftion,  gave  fuch  a 
decifion  as  they  wiffied  for,  and  pronounced  that  the  drinking  of  Coffee  was 
contrary  to  the  law  of  Mahomet. 

So  refpedlable  is  the  authority  of  the  mufti,  that  nobody  dared  to  find 
fault  with  his  fentence.  Immediately  all  the  Coffee-houfes  were  ffiut,  and  the 
officers  of  the  police  were  commanded  to  prevent  any  one  from  drinking 
Coffee.  However,  the  habit  was  become  fo  flrong,  and  the  ufe  of  it  fo  gene- 
rally agreeable,  that  the  people  continued,  notwithstanding  all  prohibitions,  to 
drink  it  in  their  own  houfes.  The  officers  of  the  police,  feeing  th$y  could  not 
fupprefs  the  ufe  of  it,  allowed  of  the  felling  it  on  paying  a tax,  and  of  the 
drinking  it,  provided  it  was  not  done  openly  ; fo  that  it  was  drunk  in  particular 
places  with  the  doors  ffiut,  or  in  the  back  room  of  fome  of  the  ffiopkeepers 
houfes. 

Under  colour  of  this,  Coffee-houfes  by  little  and  little  were  re-eftablifhed ; 
and  a new  mufti,  lefs  fcrupulous  and  more  enlightened  than  his  predeceffor, 
having  declared  publicly,  that  Coffee  had  no  relation  to  coal,  and  that  the  in- 
fufion  of  it  was  not  contrary  to  the  law  of  Mahomet,  the  number  of  Coffee- 
houfes  became  greater  than  before.  After  this  declaration,  the  religious  orders, 
the  preachers,  the  lawyers,  and  even  the  mufti  himfelf,  drank  Coffee  -3  and  their 
example  was  followed  univerfally  by  the  court  and  city. 

The  grand  viziers,  having  poffeffed  themfelves  of  a fpecial  authority  over  the 
houfes  in  which  it  was  permitted  to  be  drunk  publicly,  took  advantage  of  this 
opportunity  of  raifing  a confiderable  tax  on  the  licences  they  granted  for  that 
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purpofe,  obliging  each  matter  of  a Coffee-houfe  to  pay  a fequin  per  day,  limit- 
ing however  the  price  at  an  afper  a difh  *. 

THUS  far  the  Arabian  manufcript  in  the  King  of  France’s  library,  as  tranf- 
lated  by  Mr.  Galand ; who  proceeds  to  inform  us  of  the  occafion  of  a total  fup- 
prettion  of* public  Coffee-houfes  during  the  war  in  Candia,  when  the  Ottoman 
affairs  were  in  a critical  fituation. 

The  liberty  which  the  politicians  who  frequented  thefe  houfes  took,  in  fpeak- 
ing  too  freely  of  public  affairs,  was  carried  to  that  length,  that  the  Grand  Vizier 
Kupruli,  father  of  the  two  famous  brothers  of  the  fame  name,  who  afterwards 
fucceeded  him,  fuppreffed  them  all,  during  the  minority  of  Mahomet  the 
Fourth,  with  a difintereftednefs  hereditary  in  his  family,  without  regarding  the 
lofs  of  fo  confiderable  a revenue,  of  which  he  reaped  the  advantage  himfelf. 
Before  he  came  to  that  determination,  he  vifited,  incognito,  the  feveral  Coffee- 
houfes,  where  he  obferved  fenfible  grave  perfons  difcourfing  feriouffy  of  the  af- 
fairs of  the  empire,  blaming  adminiftration,  and  deciding  with  confidence  on 
the  moft  important  concerns.  He  had  before  been  in  the  taverns,  where  he  only 
met  -with  gay  young  feilov/s,  moftly  foldiers,  who  were  diverting  themfelves  with 
finging,  or  talking  of  nothing  but  gallantry  and  feats  of  war.  Thefe  he  took  no 
further  notice  of. 

After  the  {hutting  up  of  the  Coffee-houfes,  no  lefs  Coffee  was  drunk,  for  it 
•was  carried  about  in  large  copper  veffels,  with  fire  under  them,  through  the 
great  ftreets  and  markets.  This  was  only  done  at  Conftantinople ; for  in  all 
other  towns  of  the  empire,  and  even  in  the  fmalleft  villages,  the  Coffee-houfes 
continued  open  as  before. 

Notwithftanding  this  precaution  of  fupprefflng  the  public  meetings  at  Coffee- 
houfes,  the  confumption  of  Coffee  increafed  ; for  there  was  no  houfe  or  family, 
rich  or  poor,  Turk  or  Jew,  Greek  or  Armenian,  who  are  very  numerous  in  that 
city,  where  it  was  not  drank  at  leaft  twice  a day,  and  many  people  drank  it  of- 
tener,  for  it  became  a cuftom  in  every  houfe  to  offer  it  to  all  vifitors  ; and  it 
was  reckoned  an  incivility  to  refufe  it ; fo  that  many  people  drank  twenty  difhes 
a day,  and  that  without  any  inconvenience,  which  is  fuppofed  by  this  author  an 
extraordinary  advantage  : and  another  great  ufe  of  Coffee,  according  to  him,  is 
its  uniting  men  in  fociety  in  ftridler  ties  of  amity  than  any  other  liquor ; and  he 
obferves,  that  fuch  prot'eftations  of  friendlhip  as  are  made  at  fuch  times,  are  far 

* The  Turkifh  fequin.  (according  to  Chambers)  is  of  the  value  of  about  nine  (hillings  fterling  j 
and  the  afper  is  a very  fmall  filver  coin,  of  the  value  of  fomething-  more  than  an  Englilh  half- 
penny. The  prefent  value  is  nearly  feven  (hillings  ; that  is,  two  (hillings  and  three-pence  three- 
farthings  for  a dollar,  or  eighty  afpers ; confequently  three  afpers  are  worth  fomething  more  than 
a penny  fterling,  but  they  are  generally  reckoned  at  an  halfpenny  each.  Two  hundred  and  forty- 
three  afpers  go  to  a fequin, 
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more  to  be  depended  upon  than  when  the  mind  is  intoxicated  with  inebriating 
liquors.  He  computes,  that  as  much  is  fpent  in  private  families  in  the  article 
of  Coffee  at  Conflantinople,  as  in  wine  at  Paris  ; and  relates,  that  it  is  cuflo- 
mary  there  to  afk  for  money  to  drink  Coffee,,  as  in  Europe  for  money  to  drink 
your  health  in  wine  or  beer. 

Another  curious  particular  we  find  mentioned  here,  is,  that  the  refuting  to 
fupply  a wife  with  Coffee  is  reckoned  among  the  legal  caufes  of  a divorce. 

The  Turks  drink  their  Coffee  very  hot  and  flrong,  and  without  fugar.  Now 
and  then  they  put  in,  when  it  is  boiling,  a clove  or  two  bruifed,  according  to 
the  quantity;  or  a little  of  the  Jemen  badian , called  Harry  annifeed,  or  fome  of 
the  leffer  cardamums,  or  a drop  of  effence  of  amber. 

It  is  not  eafy  to  determine  at  what  time,  or  upon  what  occafion,  the  ufe  of 
Coffee  paffed  from  Conflantinople  to  the  weflern  parts  of  Europe.  It  is  how- 
ever likely  that  the  Venetians,  upon  account  of  the  proximity  of  their  domi- 
nions, and  their  great  trade  to  the  Levant,  were  the  firft  acquainted  with  it ; 
which  appears  from  part  of  a letter  wrote  by  Peter  della  Valle,  a Venetian,  in 
1615,  from  Conflantinople;  in  which  he  tells  his  friend,  that,  upon  his  return 
he  fhould  bring  with  him  fome  Coffee,  which  he  believed  was  a thing  unknown 
in  his  country. 

Mr.  Galand  tells  us  he  was  informed  by  Mr.  de  la  Croix,  the  king’s  inter- 
preter, that  Mr.  Thevenot,  who  had  travelled  through  the  Eafl,  at  his  return 
in  1657,  brought  with  him  to  Paris  fome  Coffee  for  his  own  ufe,  and  often 
treated  his  friends  with  it,  amongfl  which  number  Monfieur  de  la  Croix  v/as 
one  ; and  that  from  that  time  he  had  continued  to  drink  it,  being  fupplied  by 
fome  Armenians  who  fettled  at  Paris,  and  by  degrees  brought  it  into  reputa- 
tion in  that  city. 

It  was  known  fome  years  fooner  at  Marfeilles  ; for  in  1644  fome  gentlemen, 
who  accompanied  Monfieur  de  la  Haye  to  Conflantinople,  brought  back  with 
them  on  their  return,  not  only  fome  Coffee,  but  the  proper  veffels  and  appara- 
tus for  making  and  drinking  it,  which  were  particularly  magnificent,  and  very 
different  from  what  are  now  ufed  amongfl  11s.  However,  until  the  year  1660 
Coffee  was  drank  only  by  fuch  as  had  been  a ecu  Homed  to  it  in  the  Levant,  and 
their  friends : but  that  year  fome  bales  were  imported  from  Egypt,  which  gave 
a great  number  of  perfons  an  opportunity  of  trying  it,  and  contributed  very 
much  to  bringing  it  into  general  ufe;  and  in  1671  certain  private  perfons  at 
Marfeilles  determined  for  the  firfl  time  to  open  a Coffee- houfe  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  Exchange,  which  fucceeded  extremely  well ; people  met  there 
to  fmoke,  talk  of  bufinefs,  and  divert  themfelves  with  play;  it  was  foon  crouded, 
particularly  by  the  Turky  merchants  and  traders  to  the  Levant.  Thefe  places 
were  found  .very  convenient  for  difeourfing  on  and  fettling  matters  relating  to 
commerce ; and  fhortly  after  the  number  of  Coffee-houfes  increafed  amazingly  : 
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notwithftanding  which  there  was  not  lefs  drank  in  private  houfes,  but  a much 
greater  quantity;  fo  that  it  became  univerfally  in  ufe  at  Marfeilles,  and  the 
neighbouring  cities. 

Before  the  year  1669  Coffee  had  not  been  feen  at  Paris,  except  at  Mr.  Theve- 
not’s,  and  fome  of  his  friends ; nor  fcarce  heard  of  but  from  the  account  of 
travellers.  That  year  was  diftinguifhed  by  the  arrival  of  Soiiman  Aga,  ambaf- 
fador  from  Sultan  Mahomet  the  Fourth.  This  muft  be  looked  upon  as  the  true 
period  of  the  introduction  of  Coffee  into  Paris  ; for  that  minifter  and  his  reti- 
nue brought  a confiderable  quantity  with  them,  which  they  prefented  to  fo 
many  perfons  of  the  court  and  city,  that  many  became  accuftomed  to  drink  it, 
with  the  addition  of  a little  lugar  ; and  fome,  who  had  found  benefit  by  it,  did 
not  chufe  to  be  without  it.  The  ambaffador  If  aid  at  Paris  from  July  1669  to 
^lay  1670,  which  was  a fufficient  time  to  eflablifh  the  cuftom  he  had  intro- 
duced. 

Two  years  afterwards,  an  Armenian,  of  the  name  of  Pafcal,  fet  up  a Coffee- 
houfe,  but  meeting  with  little  encouragement,  left  Paris,  and  came  to  London: 
he  was  fucceeded  by  other  Armenians  and  Perfians,  but  not  with  much  fuccefs, 
for  want  of  addrefs  and  proper  places  to  difpofe  of  it,  genteel  people  not  caring 
to  be  feen  in  thofe  places  where  it  was  fold.  However,  not  long  after,  when 
fome  Frenchmen  had  fitted  up  for  the  purpofe  fpacious  apartments  in  an  ele- 
gant manner,  ornamented  with  tapeftry,  large  looking-glafles,  pictures,  and 
magnificent  luftres,  and  began  to  fell  Coffee,  with  tea,  chocolate,  and  other  re- 
frefhments,  they  foon  became  frequented  by  people  of  fafhion  and  men  of  let- 
ters, fo  that  in  a Ihort  time  the  number  in  Paris  increafed  to  three  hundred. 

For  this  account  of  the  introduction  of  the  ufe  of  Coffee  into  Paris,  we  are 
indebted  to  La  Roque’s  Voyage  into  Arabia  Felix.  We  now  come  to  trace  its 
firft  appearance  in  London. 

It  appears  from  Anderfon’s  Chronological  Hiftory  of  Commerce,  that  the  ufe 
of  Coffee  was  introduced  into  London  fome  years  earlier  than  into  Paris  ; for  in 
1652  one  Mr.  Edwards,  a Turky  merchant,  brought  home  with  him  a Greek 
fervant,  whofe  name  was  Pafqua,  who  underftood  the  roafting  and  making  of 
Coffee,  till  then  unknown  in  England.  This  fervant  was  the  firft  who  fold 
Coffee,  and  kept  a ho  ufe  for  that  purpofe  in  George-yard,  Lombard-flreet. 

The  fir  it  mention  of  Coffee  in  our  ftatute  books,  is  anno  1660  (12  Car.  II. 
cap.  24.)  when  a duty  of  four-pence  was  laid  upon  every  gallon  of  Coffee 
made  and  fold,  to  be  paid  by  the  maker. 

The  ftatute  of  the  15  Car.  II.  cap.  xi.  § 15.  ann.  1663,  direCts  that  all  Coffee- 
houfes  fhould  be  licenfed  at  the  general  quarter  feffibns  of  the  peace  for  the 
county  within  which  they  are  to  be  kept. 

In  1675  King  Charles  ifiued  a proclamation  to  fhut  up  the  Coffee-houfes,  but 
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in  a few  days  fufpended  that  proclamation  by  a fecond.  They  were  charged 
with  being  feminaries  of  fed  it  ion  *. 

The  fnrfb  European  author  who  has  made  any  mention  of  Coffee  is  Rauwolfus, 
who  was  in  die  Levant  in  1573  ; but  the  firft  who  has  particularly  deferibed  it 
is  Profper  Alpinus,  in  his  EJiifory  of  the  Egyptian  Plants,  publifhed  at  Venice 
in  1591,  whofe  defeription  we  have  in  Parkinlon’s  Theatre  of  Plants,  p.  1622, 
chap.  79.  as  follows  : 

Arbor  Bony  cum  fruElu.  juo  bunay  the  Turk’s  berry  drink.  Alpinus,  in  his  book 
of  Egyptian  plants,  gives  us  the  defeription  of  this  tree,  which  he  fays  he  faw  in 
the  garden  of  a captain  of  the  janiffaries,  which  was  brought  out  of  Arabia 
Felix,,  and  there  planted,  as  a rarity  never  feen  growing  in  thofe  places  before.. 
The  tree,  faith  Alpinus,  is  fomewhat  like  the  Euonymus,  or  Spindle  tree,  but 
the  leaves  of  it  were  thicker,  harder,  and  greener,  and  always  abiding  on  the 
tree.  The  fruit  is  called  Buna , and  is  fomewhat  bigger  than  a hazel  nut,  and 
longer;  round  alfo,  and  pointed  at  one  end;  furrowed  likewife  on  both  fides, 
yet  on  one  fide  more  confpicuous  than  the  other,  that  it  might  be  parted  into 
two;,  in  each  fide  whereof  lieth  a fmall  oblong  white  kernel,  flat  on  that  fide 
they  join  together,  covered  with  a yellowifh  fkin,  of  an  acid  tafte,  and  fome- 
what bitter,  and  contained  in  a thin  xhell  f of  a darkifh  afh  colour..  With  thefe 
berries,  in  Arabia  and  Egypt,  and  other  parts  of  the  Turkifh  dominions,  they 
generally  make  a decodlion  or  drink,  which  is  in  the  dead  of  wine  to  them,  and 
commonly  fold  in  their  tap-houfes  or  taverns,  called  by  the  name  of  Caova.. 

• This  proclamation  was  ilTued  about  a month  after  the  king  had  dined' with  the  corporation- 
of  London,  at  Guildhall,,  on  their  Lord  Mayor’s  Day,  O&.  29,  1675.  At  this  feaft  the  king 
afforded  the  citizens  abundant  matter  for  animadverfion,  in  which  they  indulged  themfelves  fa 
much  to  his  diffatisfadiion,  and  that  of  his  cabal  miniftry,  that  a proclamation  was  iffued 
Dec.  20,  for  (hutting  up  and  fuppreffmg  all  Coffee-houfes,  «*  becaufe  in  fuch  houfes,  and  by 
«-•  occafion  of  the  meeting  of  difaffedled  perfons  in  them,  divers  falfe,  malicious,  and  fcandalous 
“ reports  were  devifed  and  read  abroad,,  to  the  defamation  of  his  majefty’s-  government,  and  to- 
««  the  diffurbance  of  the  quiet  and  peace  of  the  realm.”  The  opinions  of  the  judges  were  taken 
on  this  great  point  of  flopping  people’s  tongues ; when  they  fagely  refolved,  “ That  retailing  of 
“ Coffee  and  Tea  might  be  an  innocent  trade  ; but  as  it  was  ufed  to  nourilh  {edition,  fpread’ 
“ lies,  and  fcandalize  great  men,  it  might  alfo  be  a common  nuifance.”  On  a petition  of  the 
merchants  and  retailers  of  Coffee  and  Tea,  permiflion  was  granted  to  keep  open  the  Coffee-houfes. 
until  the  24-th  of  June  following,  under  an  admonition,  that  the  mailers  of  them  lhould  prevent  all 
fcandalous  papers,  books,  and  libels,  from  being  read  in  them,  and  hinder  every  perfon  from  de- 
claring, uttering,  or  divulging  all  manner  of  falfe  and  fcandalous  reports  again!!  government,  or 
the  minifters  thereof.  Thus  by  a refinement  of  policy  adds  Noorthouck  in  his  Hiftory  of  London, 
the  Ample  manufaflurer  of  a difh  of  Coffee  or  Tea  was  conftituted  licenfer  of  books,  corredlor  of 
manners,  and  arbiter  of  the  truth  or  falfehood  of  political  intelligence,  over  every  company  he  en- 
tertained ! And  here  the  matter  ended.  Editor . 

f This  defeription  is  evidently  taken  from  a dried  berry,  and  not  from  the  ripe  fruit; 
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Paludamus  fays  Cboava,  and  Rauwolfus  Chauke.  This  drink  has  many  good 
phyfical  properties  : it  ftrengthens  a weak  ftomach,  helping  digeftion,  and  the 
tumours  and  obftruftions  of  the  liver  and  fpleen,  being  drank  falling  for  fome 
time  together.  It  is  held  in  great  ellimation  among  the  Egyptian  and  Arabian 
women,  in  common  feminine  cafes,  in  which  they  find  it  does  them  eminent 
fervice. 

Lord  Chancellor  Bacon  likewife  makes  mention  of  it  in  1624:  he  fays,  that 
the  Turks  have  a drink  called  Coffee,  made  with  boiling  water,  of  a berry  re- 
duced into  powder,  which  makes  the  water  as  black  as  foot,  and  is  of  a pun- 
gent and  aromatic  lmell,  and  is  drank  warm. 

The  celebrated  John  Ray,  in  his  Hiftory  of  Plants,  publilhed  in  1690,  fpeak- 
ing  of  it  as  a drink  very  much  in  ufe,  fays,  that  this  tree  grows  only  within  the 
tropics,  and  fuppofes  that  the  Arabs  deftroy  the  vegetable  quality  of  the  feeds, 
in  order  to  confine  among  themfelves  the  great  lhare  of  wealth,  which  is 
brought  thither  from  the  whole  world  for  this  commodity;  from  whence  he  ob» 
ferves,  that  this  part  of  Arabia  might  be  truly  ftyled  the  molt  happy,  and  that 
it  was  almoft  incredible  how  many  millions  of  bufhels  were  exported  from 
thence  into  Turky,  Barbary,  and  Europe.  He  fays,  he  was  aftonilhed  that  one 
particular  nation  Ihould  poffefs  fo  great  a treafure,  and  that  within  the  narrow 
limits  of  one  province ; and  that  he  wondered  the  neighbouring  nations  did 
not  contrive  to  bring  away  fome  of  the  found  feeds  or  living  plants,  in  order  to 
lhare  in  the  advantages  of  fo  lucrative  a trade. 

We  now  come  to  fhew  by  what  means  this  valuable  tree  was  firft  introduced 
into  Europe,  and  from  thence  into  America. 

The  firft  account  of  this  tree  being  brought  into  Europe  we  have  from  Boer- 
haave,  in  his  Index  of  the  Leyden  Garden,  part  II.  page  217,  which  is  as  fol- 
lows : Nicholas  Witfen,  burgomafter  of  Amfterdam,  and  governor  of  the  Eaft 
India  Company,  by  his  letters  often  advifed  and  defired  Van  Hoorn,  governor 
of  Batavia,  to  procure  from  Mocha,  in  Arabia  Felix,  fome  berries  of  the  Cof- 
fee-tree, to  be  fov/n  at  Batavia ; which  he  having  accordingly  done,  and  by 
that  means,  about  the  year  1690,  raifed  many  plants  from  feeds,  he  fent  one 
over  to  Governor  Witfen,  who  immediately  prefented  it  to  the  garden  at  Am- 
fterdam, of  which  he  was  the  founder  and  fupporter : it  there  bore  fruit,  which 
in  a fhort  time  produced  ‘many  young  plants  from  the  feeds.  Boerhaave  then 
•concludes,  that  the  merit  of  introducing  this  rare  tree  into  Europe,  is  due  to  the 
care  and  liberality  of  Witfen  alone. 

In  the  year  1714  the  magiftrates  of  Amfterdam,  in  order  to  pay  a particular 
compliment  to  Lewis  XIV.  king  of  France,  prefented  to  him  an  elegant  plant 
of  this  rare  tree,  carefully  and  judicioufly  packed  up  to  go  by  water,  and  de- 
fended from  the  weather  by  a curious  machine  covered  with  giafs.  The  plant 
was  about  five  feet  high,  and  an  inch  in  diameter  in  the  Item,  and  was  in  full 
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foliage,  with  both  green  and  ripe  fruit.  It  was  viewed  in  the  river,  with  great 
attention  and  curiofity,  by  feveral  members  of  the  academy  of  faiences,  and 
was  afterwards  conducted  to  the  royal  garden  at  Marly,  under  the  care  of  Mon- 
fieur  de  Jufiieu,  the  king’s  profelfor  of  botany,  who  had  the  year  before  written 
a Memoir,  printed  in  the  Hiftory  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences  of  Paris  in  the 
year  1713,  defcribing  the  charadters  of  this  genus,  together  with  an  elegant 
figure  of  it,  taken  from  a {mailer  plant,  which  he  had  received  that  year  from 
Monfieur  Pancras,.  burgomafter  of  Amfterdam,  and  director  of  tire  botanical 
garden,  there. 

In  17 1 B the  Dutch  colony  at  Surinam  began  firft  to  plant  Coffee;  and  in  1722. 
Monfieur  de  la  Matte  Aigron,  governor  of  Cayenne,  having  bufmefs  at  Suri- 
nam, contrived,  by  an  artifice,  to  bring  away  a plant  from  thence,  which,  in  the 
year  1725,  had  produced  many  thoufands. 

In  1727  the  French,  perceiving  that  this  acquifition  might  be  of  great  ad- 
vantage in  their  other  colonies,  conveyed  to  Martinica  fome  of  the  plants ; 
from  whence  it  moft  probably  fpread  to  the  neighbouring  iflands. ; for  in  the 
year  1732  it  was  cultivated  in  Jamaica,  and  an  act  paiTed  to  encourage  its 
growth  in  that  ifiand.— -Thus  was  laid  the  foundation  of  a moft  extenfive  and: 
beneficial  tta.de  to  the  European  fettlements  in  die  Weft  Indies.. 
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An  ACCOUNT"  of  the  Culture  of  the  COFFEE-TREE  in  Arabia  Felix, 
extratled  fro?n  La  Roque  s Voyage . 

H E relates,  that  the  Coffee-tree  is  there  raifed  from  feed,  which  they  fow  in 
nurferies,  and  plant  them  out  as  they  have  occafion.  They  chufe  for  their 
plantations  a moift,  fhady  fituation,  on  fome  eminence,  or  at  the  foot  of  the 
mountains,  and  take  great  care  to  condudt  from  the  mountains  little  rills  of  wa- 
ter, in  fmall  gutters  or  channels,  to  the  roots  of  the  trees ; for  it  is  absolutely 
neceffary  they  fhould  be  conftantly  watered,  in  order  to  produce  and  ripen  the 
fruit.  For  that  purpofe,  when  they  remove  or  tranfplant  the  tree,  they  make  a 
trench  three  feet  wide,  and  five  feet  deep,  which  they  line  or  cover  with 
ftones,  that  the  water  may  the  more  readily  fink  deep  into  the  earth  with  which 
the  trench  is  filled,  in  order  to  preferve  the  moiliure  from  evaporating.  When 
they  obferve  that  there  is  a good  deal  of  fruit  upon  the  tree,  and  that  it  is  nearly 
ripe,  they  turn  off  the  water  from  the  roots,  to  leffen  that  fucculency  in  the  fruit 
which  too  much  moifture  would  occafion. 

In  places  much  expofed  to  the  fouth  they  plant  their  Coffee-trees  in  regular 
lines,  fheltered  by  a kind  of  Poplar-tree,  which  extends  its  branches  on  every 
fide  to  a great  diltance,  and  affords  a very  thick  fhade.  Without  fuch  precau- 
tion, they  fuppofe  the  exceffive  heat  of  the  fun  would  parch  and.  dry  the  blof- 
foms  fo,  that  they  would  not  be  fuceeeded  by  any  fruit. 

In  fituations  not  fo  much  expofed  to  the  fun,  this  defence  is  not  neceffary. 
When  they  perceive  the  fruit  come  to  maturity,  they  fpread  cloths  under  the 
trees,  which  they  lhake,  and  the  ripe  fruit  drops  readily  * ; they  afterwards 
Spread  the  berries  upon  mats,  and  expofe  them  to  the  fun  until  they  are  per- 
fectly dry;  after  which  they  break  the  hulk  with  large  heavy  rollers,  made  either 
of  wood  or  ftone.  When  the  Coffee  is  thus  cleared  of  its  hulk,  it  is  again  dried 
in  the  fun  ; for,,  unlefs  it  is  thoroughly  dried,  there  is  danger  of  its  heating  on 
board  the  Ship.  It  is  then  winnowed  with  a large  fan ; for  if  it  is  not  well 
cleaned  and  dried,  it  fells  for  a much  lower  price. 

* This  circumftamre  defervea- the  particular  attention  of  the  Weft  India  planter,  who,  I am  told, 
is  accuftomed  to  gather  his  Coffee  as  foon  as  it  turns  red,  before  it  changes  to  a dark  red  colour, 
and  begins  to  fhrivel  ; whereas  the  Arabians  wait  for  thofe  tokens,  which  fhew  the  full  maturity 
of  the  fruit.  Mr.  Miller  in  his  Dictionary  mentions,  that  in  fome  ftoves  in  England  Coffee  is 
raifed  of  a better  quality  than  the  belt  Mocha  Coffee  that  can  be  procured  in  this  country  ; which 
may  likewife  be  owing  to  gathering  the  fruit  only  when  it  is  thoroughly  ripe. 


393 


The  Hijlory  of  Cofee . 


The  Manner  of  preparing  and  drinking  Coffee  among  the  Arabians , 

From  the  fame  Author., 

The  Arabians,  when  they  take  their  Coffee  off  the  fire,  immediately  wrap  the 
veffel  in  a wet  cloth,  which  fines  the  liquor  inftantly,  makes  it  cream  at  top, 
and  oecaftons  a more  pungent  fleam,  which  they  take  great  pleafure  in  fluffing 
up  as  the  Coffee  is  pouring  into  the  cups.  They,  like  all  other  nations  of  the 
Eaft,  drink  their  Coffee  without  fugar. 

People  of  the  firfl  fafhion  ufe  nothing  but  Sultana  Coffee,  which  is  prepared 
in  the  following  manner: — They  bruife  the  outward  hufk,  or  dried  pulp,  and 
put  it  into  an  iron  or  earthen  pan,  which  is  placed  upon  a charcoal  fire  ; they 
then  keep  ftirring  it  to  and  fro  until  it  becomes  a little  brown,  but  no  of  fo 
deep  a colour  as  common  Coffee;  they  then  throw  it  into  boiling  water,  adding 
at  leaft  the  fourth  part  of  the  inward  hulks,  which  is  then  boiled  all  together  in 
the  manner  of  other  Coffee  : the  colour  of  this  liquor  has  fome  refemblance  to 
the  belt  Englifh  beer.  The  huffs  muff  be  kept  in  a very  dry  place,  and  packed 
up  very  clofe ; for  the  leaft  humidity  fpoils  the  flavour.  They  efteem  the  li- 
quor prepared  in  this  manner  preferable  to  any  other.  The  French,  when  they 
were  at  the  court  of  the  King  of  Yemen,  faw  no  other  Coffee  drank,  and  they 
found  the  flavour  of  it  very  delicate  and  agreeable ; there  was  no  occafion  to 
ufe  fugar,  as  it  had  no  bitter  tafte  to  corre<ft.  In  all  probability  this  Sultana 
Coffee  can  only  be  made  where  the  tree  grows;  for,  as  the  huffs  have  little 
fubftance,  if  they  are  too  much  dried,  in  order  to  fend  them  to  other  countries, 
the  agreeable  flavour  they  had  when  frefh  is  greatly  impaired. 

It  may  perhaps  be  worth  while  for  our  Weft  India  planters  to  make  a trial  of 
drying  the  outward  and  inner  huff  of  Coffee  feparately,  in  the  manner  the  Chi- 
nefe  do  their  tea,  upon  a broad  fhallow  iron  pan,  turned  upwards  at  the  brim, 
placed  upon  a itove.  They  fhould  be  kept  continually  turning,  to  prevent 
burning ; and  when  they  are  become  too  hot  to  be  handled,  they  fhould  be 
taken  off'  with  a kind  of  lhovel,  and  laid  upon  a mat,  on  a low  table,  and 
fluffed  about  until  they  cool,  fanning  them  at  the  fame  time,  to  difperfe  the 
moifture.  The  pan  muff  be  frequently  wiped,  and  kept  clean  from  any  clammy 
matter  flicking  to  it,  and  the  procefs  repeated  while  any  moifture  is  perceived. 
They  muff  afterwards  be  packed  clofe  in  dry  jars,  cannifters,  or  chefts  lined 
with  lead,  fuch  as  the  tea  is  fent  over  :in.  It  will  be  proper  to  turn  out  thefe 
huffs,  after  they  have  lain  fome  days,,  to  examine  whether  they  are  thoroughly 
dry ; and  if  the  leaft  damp  is  felt,  it  will  be  neceffary  to  dry  them  ftill  more, 
otherwife  they  will  become  mouldy  and  lo.fe  their  flavour : for  it  appears  from 
the  Arabian  account,  that  they  are  not  acquainted  with  a proper  method  of  dry- 
ing 
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ing  thefe  hufks,  and  packing  them  fo  as  to  be  conveyed  to  any  considerable  dif- 
tance,  without  prejudicing  this  agreeable  flavour. 

The  Chinefe  are  very  careful  not  to  leave  their  tea-leaves  in  heaps  before  they 
are  dried,  which  would  occafion  them  to  heat  and  fpoil : they  likewife  gather  no 
more  at  a time  than  they  can  dry  in  lefs  than  twenty-four  hours,  as  they  find, 
when  they  have  been  kept  longer,  they  turn  black.  Thefe  obfervations  may  pof- 
fibly  be  of  fome  ufe  to  thofe  who  may  be  induced  to  attempt  drying  the  pulp  of 
the  berry,  for  the  purpofe  of  making  Sultapa  Coffee. 
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Extract  of  a Letter  from  Dr.  F other  gill  to  J.  Ellis,  Efquire,  F.  R.  S. 
Agent  for  Dominica . Containing  fome  Remarks  on  the  Culture  and  life 

of  Cofee. 

Sept.  2,  1773. 

J T is  doing  a very  ufeful  piece  of  fervice,  and  I believe  an  acceptable  one  to 
the  public,  to  make  them  a little  better  acquainted  with  Coffee,  which  now 
conftitutes  fo  confiderable  a part  of  their  entertainment,  if  not  fuftenance.  I 
am  pleafed  with  the  engraving  of  this  very  elegant  plant*;  it  is  executed  in  the 
beft  manner  of  this  able  artift  f,  and  exactly  after  the  finifhed  drawing  he  re- 
ceived. 

I have  not  time  to  collect,  or  relate  with  fufficient  accuracy,  the  hiftory  of 
this  berry,  fo  far  as  it  might  be  traced  in  the  Afiatic  hiftories  : it  has  been  ufed 
for  ages.  By  the  account  which  is  fubjoined  to  the  reflections  I am  going  to 
make  on  this  fubftance,  it  will  appear,  that  it  was  introduced  by  the  French 
into  Martinico  in  the  Weft  Indies  no  longer  ago  than  the  year  1727  ; that  it  has 
been  fince  that  time  propagated  in  almoft  all  the  Weft  India  iflands,  Englifh, 
French,  and  Dutch ; though  it  has  not  been  cultivated  by  us  with  the  attention 
it  deferves. 

The  greateft  part  of  the  Coffee  now  made  ufe  of  in  Europe  is,  I believe,  the 
produce  of  the  Weft  Indies;  at  leaft,  the  confumption  of  Mocha  Coffee  amongft 
us  feems  to  be  greatly  reduced.  Several  years  ago  two  fhips  were  fent  out  an- 
nually by  the  Eaft  India  Company  ; they  now  only  fend  one  every  two  years  for 
this  article,  if  I am  rightly  informed ; though  at  the  fame  time  it  may  be  pre- 
fumed a much  larger  quantity  is  confumed  than  at  any  time  heretofore. 

The  French,  and  other  nations,  who  have  poffeflions  in  the  Weft  Indies,  fup- 
ply  us  clandeftinely  with  large  quantities.  It  is  true,  we  import  a great  deal  of 
raw  Coffee  from  our  own  iflands  ; but  the  beft  is  of  foreign  growth.  The 
French  in  particular  cultivate  it  with  great  attention ; much  likewife  is  brought 
from  their  Eaft  India  fettlements.  Thofe  who  are  accuftomed  to  drink  Coffee 
frequently,  are  fenfible  of  a very  manifeft  difference  between  the  Afiatic,  the 
French,  and  American  Coffee.  The  refrefhing  odour  of  the  firft,  and  its  grate- 
ful tafte,  much  furpafs  the  beft  W7eft  India  Coffee  I have  ever  feen  imported. 
There  is  fomething  in  the  fmell,  a ranknefs  in  the  tafte,  and  difgufting  return, 

* As  Dr  Fothergill  fpeaks  fo  favourably  of  this  engraving,  I have  on  that  account  procured  the 
original  plate  alluded  to;  :t  exhibits  the  only  impreffion  that  has  not  been  purpofely  executed  for 
this  edition  or  tne  Doctor’s  Works.  Editor. 

F J.  S.-  Miiler. 
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efpecially  of  that  from  the  Englifh  iflands,  which  makes  it  very  unpleafant  to 
thofe  who  have  been  accuftomed  to  the  beft  Mocha  Coffee. 

The  tree  that  was  firft  carried  to  Martinico,  was  a defcendant  of  one  from 
Batavia.  The  Dutch  moft  probably  brought  the  plants  to  their  colony  from. 
Mocha,  and  there  feems  no  doubt  but  it  is  the  true  Arabian  Coffee  which  is 
now  cultivated  in  the  Weft  Indies:  but  if  we  re  fled:  upon  the  courfe  it  has 
taken,  we  may  perhaps  fee  caufe  to  apprehend  that  it  may  have  degenerated 
confiderably. 

That  part  of  Arabia  from  whence  the  Afiatic  Coffee  is  brought,  is  for  the 
moft  part  extremely  fandy,  dry,  and  hot. 

At  Batavia  the  foil  is  in  general  rich  and  deep  ; and  though,  like  other  eaftern 
climates,  there  is  a dry  feafon,  yet  in  the  rainy  periods  the  quantity  of  wet  that 
falls  is  exceffive.  The  rich,  luxuriant  ftate  of  vegetation  in  the  ifland  of  Java, 
on  which  Batavia  is  fituated,  is  a proof  of  this  affertion  ; and  one  may  fafely 
infer,  that  a plant  brought  from  a dry,  fterile,  fandy  foil,  will  affume  not  only  a 
very  different  appearance,  but  its  fruit  will  have  a very  different  quality,  from 
that  which  is  the  produce  of  a fertile,  moift  foil,  fubje&ed  to  equal  heat.  It  is 
not  therefore  improbable,  but  from  this  circumftance  the  plant  brought  from 
Batavia  to  the  royal  garden  in  France,  and  its  iffue  tranfported  to  a climate 
much  more  abounding  with  moifture  than  that  of  which  it  was  a native,  may  fo 
far  have  affumed  another  nature,  as  not  eafilv  to  be  brought  back  to  its  original 
excellence. 

I wifh  this  circumftance,  however,  only  to  be  confidered  as  a fuggeftion, 
which,  though  not  without  the  appearance  of  probability,  may  not  be  fuffi- 
ciently  warranted  by  experience:  but  fliould  it  prove  true,  it  may  lead  us  to  one 
practicable  method  of  meliorating  Coffee.  Let  the  Coffee  be  planted  in  a foil 
as  fimilar  to  its  natural  one  as  poffible.  Indeed  the  fliort  account  which  is  an- , 
nexed  to  this  letter  confirms  my  apprehenfions.  The  drier  the  foil  on  which  the 
Coffee  grows,  the  fmaller  is  its  fruit,  and  its  quality  more  excellent.  There  are 
fome  kinds  of  trees,  perhaps  the  greateft  part,  whofe  fruit,  while  the  trees  are 
young,  is  either  more  infipid,  or  the  tafte  of  it  left  refined,  than  at  a more  ad- 
vanced age.  The  fruit  of  young  walnut-trees  is  large,  but  it  is  watery  and  in- 
fipid ; as  the  tree  grows  older  the  nuts  decreafe  in  fize,  but  their  tafte  is  more 
agreeable.  A fimilar  progrefs  may  be  obferved  in  many  other  fpecies;  and  it  is 
not  improbable  but  the  Coffee-tree  may  be  another  inftance  of  the  like  proper- 
ties. It  is  certain,  that  in  old  Coffee-trees  the  fruit  is  fmaller;  perhaps  an  ac- 
curate tafte  would  difcover  that  its  flavour  is  improved  in  proportion.  The  ex- 
periment may  be  recommended  to  thofe  who  cultivate  the  Coffee-tree  in  our 
iflands.  But  1 have  not  time  to  trace  all  the  circumftances  that  have  a proba- 
ble tendency  to  leffen  the  value  of  our  own  plantation  Coffee. 

I haften  to  another  point,  which  would  foon  put  our  planters  upon  over- 
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coming  every  difficulty,  and  would  oblige  them  to  ftudy  the  culture  of  the 
plant,  the  curing  of  the  fruit,  and  fending  it  to  us  in  the  higheft  perfection  pof- 
fible.  By  what  means  can  we  make  it  the  Weft  India  planters  intereft  to  culti- 
vate Coffee  in  fuch  a manner,  as  to  approach  in  tafte  and  flavour  as  near  to  the 
Aflatic  as  poffible  ? Perhaps  the  fhorteft  anfwer  to  this  would  be.  Make  it  their 
intereft  ; (that  is,  to  encourage  its  importation. 

1 am  well  informed,  by  a perfon  intelligent  in  thefe  matters,  that  the  duties 
and  excife  on  Coffee  from  the  plantations  are  as  follow : 

£•  s>  d. 
004 
016 


Total  per  lb.  is  o 1 10 

When  fuch  an  exceffive  load  of  expences,  and  fo  many  difficulties  arife  to  the 
grower,  importer,  and  of  confequence  to  the  confumer  of  Weft  India  Coffee,  it 
is  no  wonder  that  the  planters  give  themfelves  very  little  concern  about  its  cul- 
tivation. At  prefent  there  is  very  little  difference  in  the  produce,  and  confe- 
quently  in  the  price;  the  high  duties  are  a bar  to  its  ufe  amongft  us,  the  Coffee 
is  in  general  bad,  and  the  price  in  proportion. 

This  difcouragement  renders  them  lefs  folicitous  about  it : bad  as  it  may  be 
produced,  it  finds  confumers  abroad,  and  to  vend  it  with  certainty  anfwers  their 
purpofe  better  than  a more  attentive  cultivation  of  a commodity  clogged  with 
fuch  duties. 

Thofe  who  know  the  tafte  of  Mocha  Coffee,  and  are  defirous  of  ufing  our 
Weft  Indian,  foon  quit  it  with  difguft.  Better  Coffee  than  our  own,  the  pro- 
duce of  the  French  ifles,  finds  its  way  into  fome  of  the  out-ports  clandeftinely, 
is  much  ufed,  and  thought  to  be  equal  to  the  Turky.  Tafte  is  perhaps  more 
the  effebt  of  habit  than  is  generally  admitted;  of  this,  tobacco  is  the  ftrongeft 
and  firft  inftance  that  occurs  to  me  : to  a perfon  unaccuftomed  to  it,  the  fineft  is 
fcarcely  tolerable. 

If  the  duties  and  excife  upon  Coffee  were  leffened,  the  confumption  would  be 
increafed  : tafte  would  grow  more  refined,  the  beft  would  be  fought  for,  and 
the  price  would  be  in  proportion.  The  prefent  duties  are  almoft  prohibitory. 
It  may  be  worth  one’s  while  to  view  the  effebts  of  thefe  high  duties  in  a poli- 
tical light — I mean  in  refpebt  to  this  article. 

For  a century  to  come,  it  is  perhaps  more  than  probable,  that  the  people  of 
this  country  will,  for  one  meal  at  leaft,  make  ufe  of  either  Tea,  Coffee,  or  Cho- 
colate i 


The  duty  on  Coffee  of  the  growth  of  the  Britifh  plantations,  for") 
home  confumption,  is  il.  13s.  6^d.  per  hundred  weight;  which  > 
is  per  lb.  about  — — . — — J 

Excife  on  Ditto  is,  per  lb.  — — — 


The  Hifiory  of  Coffee,  403, 

colate ; I fpeak  of  the  generality.  Tea  at  prefent  takes  the  lead;  whence  it 
comes,  its  hiftory,  properties,  and  ufes,  have  been  fo  fully  explained,  that  I lhall 
fay  nothing  here  upon  the  fubjed*. 

It  is  a queftion  often  propofed  to  phyficians,  Which  is  beft,  Tea  or  Coffee  ?. 
The  folution  of  this  point  would  perhaps  be  a difficult  one.  We  neither  find 
the  Chinefe  or  Turks  fubjeded  to  any  fuch  difcriminating  efFeds,  as  enable  the 
faculty  to  fay,  with  precifion,  that  one  is  more  injurious  than  the  other.  For 
my  own  part,  I leave  it  to  the  experience  of  individuals.  To  fame  people  Cof- 
fee is  difagreeable  ; they  charge  it  with  producing  nervous  complaints.  Tea  is 
not  without  fimilar  accufations.  It  feems  as  if  the  human  frame  was,  however,, 
fo  happily  conftruded,  that  it  is  lefs  in  the  power  of  fuch  things  to  aflfed  it  than 
might  at  firft  fight  be  imagined.  The  animal  powers  are  apparently  luch,  as. 
can  convert  almolt  oppofite  principles  to  its  benefit,  if  ufed  in  any  degree  of 
moderation : fome  drink  Coffee  alnioft  to  excefs,  and  condemn  Tea  as  inju- 
rious ; and  fo  Coffee  is  treated  in  its  turn.  Thefe  are  proofs,  however,  how  few 
people  are  capable  of  making  proper  inferences  from  experiment. 

I think  neither  Coffee  nor  Tea  afford  any  very  material  fupport;  that  is,  con- 
tain very  little  nutriment : they  are  rather  the  vehicles  of  nourilhment  than  nu- 
tritious of  themfelves  : the  moft  that  can  be  expeded  from  them  in  general  is, 
that  they  are  grateful,  and  very  little  injurious.  Cuftom.  has  adopted  them 
both,  and  it  becomes  us  to  make  them  as  ufeful  to  ourfelves,  and  as  fubfervient 
to  public  good,  as  may  be  in  our  power.  China,,  that,  fupplies  us  with  Tea,  is 
remote ; the  navigation  long  and  dangerous  ; the  climate  not  always  favour- 
able to  our  feamen  ; indeed,  all  long  voyages  are  injurious,  and  the  hotter  the 
climate  the  worfe.  As  a nation,  a commercial  nation,  whofe  accommodations 
depend  on  this  ufeful  race  of  people,  we  cannot,  as  friends  to  humanity,  wifh  to 
promote  the  conlumption  of  thofe  articles,  which  are  introduced  at  fo  great  an 
expence  of  ufeful  lives.  Coffee  from  our  own  plantations  is.  in  this  refped 
much  preferable  to  Tea;  the  voyage  is  fhorter,  the  rifque  is  lefs.  Suppofing. 
then,  that  Tea  and  Coffee  are  alike  in  refped  to  real  ufefulnefs;  that  one.  is  not 
inferior  to  the  other  in  refped  to  the  health  of  the  confumers  : fuppofe,  like- 
wife,  that  the  difadvantage  with  refped  to  the  lives  of  the.  feamen  were  equal, 
which  however  is.  not  the  cafe,,  there  is.  one  material,  difference  that  ought  to 
turn  the  feale  in  favour  of  the  more  general  ufe  of  Coffee — it  is  railed  by  our 
fellow-fubjeds,  and  paid  for  with  our  manufadures.  Tea,  on  the  contrary,  is 
paid  for  principally  with  money.  The  quantities  of  Britifh  goods  which  the 
Chinefe  take  from  us  is  inconfiderable,  when,  compared  with  the  quantities  we 
pay  for  in  bullion. 

The  Chinefe  take  from  us  every  article  which  they  can  turn,  to  national  be- 

* See  Dr.  Lettfom  on  the  Tea  Plant. 
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nefit,  and  whatever  enables  them  to  improve  their  manufactures.  Befides  raw 
filk,  and  a few  other  articles  of  fome  little  ufe  in  our  own  manufactures,  moft 
other  things  imported  from  thence  we  can  do  without,  efpecially  if  the  con- 
sumption of  our  Coffee  was  encouraged.  Were  the  duties  and  excife  upon 
Coffee,  for  inftance,  reduced  to  a quarter  part,  more  than  double  the  quantity 
would  be  confumed ; was  the  confumption  greater,  the  planters  would  find  it 
their  intereft  to  cultivate  the  trees  with  more  attention  : increafed  demand 
would  increafe  the  price ; and  as  more  came  to  market,  the  belt  would  fell 
dearer  than  an  inferior  kind.  Thefe  mufl  be  the  certain  effects  of  increafed  de- 
mand. 

There  is  another  confideration  of  fome  moment  likewife ; which  is,  that  the 
cultivation  of  Coffee  might  be  carried  on  in  fuch  manner,  as  the  leffer  planters 
might  fubfift  by  it,  and  a few  fimilar  articles,  cotton  particularly,  with  little 
Sock,  and  without  much  expence  for  negroes.  No  little  planter  can  make  fu- 
gar  to  advantage  ; the  expence  of  negroes,  cattle,  mills,  and  other  requifites  of 
a fugar  plantation,  are  beyond  his  reach  : if  he  has  any  landed  property,  by 
one  means  or  another,  he  is  often  obliged  to  fell  it  to  his  richer  neighbour,  and 
to  remove  to  fome  other  country,  lefs  unfavourable  to  contracted  circumftances. 
Thus  the  iflands  are  gradually  thinned  of  the  white  inhabitants;  they  become 
lefs  able  to  quell  the  infurrections  of  their  negroes,  or  to  oppofe  any  hoftile  in- 
vafion. 

The  annexed  account  of  Coffee  anticipates  fome  remarks  I meaned  to  have 
fpoke  to  more  fully,  which  had  often  occurred  to  me.  The  writer  of  that  fhort 
account  has  not,  however,  wholly  exhaufled  the  fubject:  he  very  juftly  de- 
fcribes  many  circumftances  which  tend  to  make  Weft  India  Coffee  of  lefs  value 
than  the  European ; he  is  very  right  in  his  obfervations  on  the  difference  of 
quantity  produced  in  different  foils  and  fituations ; he  moft  pertinently  cen- 
fures  the  Englifh  for  want  of  care  in  Slipping  it  home ; the  French  exceed  us 
vaftly  in  this  refpect;  and  the  greater  price  it  fetches,  is  owing  in  a great  de- 
gree to  fuperior  care  and  management.  One  would  hardly  fufpect  the  mer- 
chants and  planters  could  be  capable  of  fo  much  inattention  as  to  fhip  Coffee  in 
veffels  loaded  with  rum  and  coarfe  fugars ; articles  capable  of  communicating  a 
tafte  fcarce  to  be  driven  off  by  fire ; fo  penetrating  are  the  fleams  arifing  from 
rum  and  fugars  confined  in  a fliip’s  hold.  So  much  Coffee  ought  to  be  col- 
lected together  at  one  place  as  to  load  a veffel.  It  is  objected  likewife,  that  the 
Coffee  in  the  Weft  India  iflands  cannot  eafily  be  dried  in  a proper  manner, 
from  the  great  moifture  of  the  air:  but  there  are  in  all  the  iflands  high  grounds, 
to  which  the  Coffee  might  be  brought  and  dried  fufficiently. 

Another  point  ought  not  to  be  omitted,  which  is,  that  our  plantation  Coffee 
is  made  ufe  of  too  foon.  Perhaps  one  part  of  the  excellence  of  Mocha  Coffee 
arifes  from  this  circumftance — The  Eaft  India  company  fend  a fhip  once  in  two 

years ; 
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years  : it  is  moft  probable  a part  of  the  loading  has  been  kept  in  that  hot  dry 
country  above  a year;  it  is  fix  months  before  it  arrives  in  England;  and  it  may 
be  fix  or  twelve  months  more  before  it  comes  into  the  confumer’s  hands. 
Thus,  between  two  and  three  years  muft  inevitably  intervene  between  its 
growth  and  confumption. 

Much  of  that  mucilage,  which  moft  probably  in  roafting  is  the  bafis  of  its 
flavour,  is  changed  by  this  delay ; and  indeed  experience  confirms  it. 

Befides  many  inftances  that  might  be  given  from  credible  witneffes  (and 
efpecially  from  Governor  Scott’s  account  of  this  fubjecft  hereunto  annexed)  the 
following  paffed  under  my  own  obfervation,  and,  as  far  as  it  reaches,  may  be 
conclufive  : 

I had  a prefent  made  of  feveral  kinds  of  raw  Coffee  from  the  Weft  India 
iflands  ; it  being  known  that  I wiflied  to  encourage  the  culture  of  this  plant,  for 
the  reafons  I have  alleged.  Some  of  this  Coffee,  which  a year  ago  was  fo  ill 
tafted  as  to  be  unfit  for  ufe,  was  laid  in  a very  dry  clofet : this  year  it  was  again 
tried,  and  found  to  be  greatly  amended  ; in  another  it  will  probably  be  little 
inferior  to  the  Afiatic,  if  it  amends  in  proportion.  It  is  of  much  confequence 
whether  the  Coffee  is  imported  with  other  goods,  or  alone  ; whether  it  is  kept 
in  moift,  damp  warehoufes,  or  in  dry,  airy  places ; whether  it  is  ufed  imme- 
diately, or  not  till  after  it  has  been  kept  a confiderable  time.  It  would  be  well 
worth  the  planter’s  labour  and  expence,  to  keep  his  Coffee  in  the  ifland  from 
year  to  year,  till  he  has  got  fuch  a quantity,  either  of  his  own,  or  bought  from 
his  neighbours,  fufficient  to  load  a fmall  veffel ; marking  the  different  ages. 
But  the  whole  of  this  depends  entirely  on  government.  Leffening  the  duty 
would  increafe  the  confumption,  prevent  fmuggling,  enable  many  whites  to 
gain  a comfortable  fupport,  and  to  pay  for  our  manufactures.  As  it  is  raifed  by 
our  own  people,  imported  with  lefs  rifque  of  feamen’s  health  and  lives,  in  a po- 
litical light  it  muft  certainly  deferve  the  deliberate  attention  of  the  legifla- 
ture. 

Coffee  made  in  the  following  manner  is  pleafing  to  moft  people,  and  is 
much  preferable  to  Tea,  or  to  Coffee  made  in  the  ufual  manner,  for  break- 
faft : — Let  Coffee  be  made  in  the  ufual  manner,  only  a third  part  ftronger ; let 
as  much  boiling  milk  be  added  to  the  Coffee,  before  it  is  taken  from  the  fire,  as 
there  is  water ; let  it  fettle ; drink  it  with  cream,  or  without,  as  may  be  moft 
agreeable.  And  were  the  poor  and  middling  people  enabled  to  procure  this,  it 
would  be  much  more  nouriftung  and  beneficial  than  the  wretched  beverage  they 
indulge  themfelves  with  of  the  moft  ordinary  Teas.  Very  little  fugar  ought  to 
be  ufed  with  Coffee ; on  weak  ftomachs  it  is  too  apt  to  become  acid,  if  made 
fweet : and  this  is  one  reafon  why  many  people  forbear  drinking  Coffee.  I do 
not  prefume  to  fettle  this  important  queftion.  Which  is  preferable.  Tea  or 

Coffee  ? 


9 


406  The  Hifioty  of  Coffee, 

Coffee  ? This  muft  be  left  to  the  experience  of  individuals,  So  far  as  con- 
cerns myfelf,  I may  be  permitted  to  become  evidence. 

Though  I like  Tea,  I found  it  not  quite  favourable  to  my  health,  from  fome 
circumftances : I tried  Coffee,  made  in  the  manner  above  mentioned,  and  have 
drank  it  alrnotf  conftantly  many  years,  without  receiving  any  inconvenience 
from  it. 

It  may  require  a good  deal  of  phyfical  fagacity  to  determine,  how  far  the 
French  cuflom  of  drinking  Coffee  immediately  after  dinner,  is  right ; but  I 
think  it  can  admit  of  no  dilpute,  whether  a dilli  of  Coffee,,  or  a bottle  of  wine,, 
may  then  be  Iefs  prejudicial  to  health. 

I think,  however,  it  is  lefs  injurious  to  drink  Coffee  immediately  after  din- 
ner, than  later  in  the  evening;  and  at  leafl  for  one  very  obvious  reafon  : 

Coffee  molt  certainly  promotes  watchfulnefs ; or,  in  other  words,  it  fufpends 
the  inclination  to  fleep.  To  thofe  therefore  who  wifh  not  to  be  too  fubjed  to 
this  inclination,  Coffee  is  undoubtedly  preferable  to  wine,,  or  perhaps  to  any 
other  liquor  we  know. 

The  inftances  of  perfons  to  whom  Coffee  has  this  antifoporific  effed,  are- 
very  numerous;  and  the  inftances  are  almoft;  as  numerous  of  fuch  to  whom,  wine 
has  the  oppofite  effed. 

To  attribute  the  livelinefs  of  the  French,  after  their  repafFs,  to  this  beverage,, 
would  be  highly  hypothetical : but  I think  it  muft  be  acknowledged,  that  after 
a full  meal,  perhaps  of  grofs.  animal  food,  even,  a mere  diluent  is  much  pre- 
ferable to  wine;,  which,  whilft  it  gives  a temporary  flow  of  animal  fpirits,  rather 
oppofes  that  neceffary  aflimilation  which  nature  aims  at  in  the  offices  of  dil- 
geftion., 

Was  Coffee  fubftituted  inftead  of  the  bottle  immediately  after  dinner,  it  feems- 
more  than  probable  that  many  advantages  would  flow  from  it,  both  to  the 
health  of  individuals,  and  general  ceconomy ; and  it  feems  not  improbable,  but 
by  deferring  Coffee  or  Tea  fo  late  as  is  ufually  pradifed,  we  interrupt  digeflion,, 
and  add  a new  load  of  matter  to  that  already  in  the  ftomach,  which,  after  a full 
meal,  is  not  a matter  of  indifference. 

On  the  contrary,  ever  fince  I was  capable  of  forming  an  opinion  on,  fubjeds 
of  this  nature,.  I could  not  forbear  thinking,  that  the  ufe  of  Tea  in  an  after- 
noon, at  the  time  and  in  the  manner  it  has  generally  been  pradifed,  is  exceed- 
ingly prejudicial  to  many  perfons;  and  if  many  Have  efcaped  without  feeling 
any  prejudicial  effeds,  they  may  juftly  afcribe  it  to  the  firmnefs  of  their  confti- 
tution ; I was  almoft  tempted  to  fay,  to  their  good  fortune.  This  matter,  I 
own,  is  capable  of  much  dilpute ; and  the  more  fo,  as  minute  diftindions  muft. 
be  called  to  the  aid  of  both  parties. 

I cannot  however  conclude  thefe  remarks,  without  repeating  the  fubfUnce  of 

what 
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•what  I could  wifh  to  inculcate ; that  in  refpedt  to  real  ufe,  and  as  a part  of  our 
food,  I have  no  evidence  to  induce  me  to  think  that  Coffee  is  inferior  to 
Tea. 

That  in  refpedt  to  national  oeconomy,  the  benefit  of  our  colonies,  and  the 
lives  of  the  feamen,  every  circumftance  concurs  to  give  Coffee  the  preference. 
It  is  raifed  by  our  fellow  fubjedts,  paid  for  by  our  manufactures,  and  the  pro- 
duce ultimately  brought  to  Great  Britain. 

That  the  great  obftacle  to  a more  general  ufe  of  Coffee,  is  the  very  high  duty 
and  excife. 

That  leffening  the  duty  would  not  leffen  the  revenue ; fmuggling  would  be 
difcouraged,  and  an  increafed  confumption  would  make  up  the  deficiency  to 
the  treafury. 

That  the  planters  would  be  induced  to  cultivate  Coffee  with  more  care,  was 
there  a better  market  for  it. 

That,  as  little  planters  might  be  enabled  to  fubfift  by  raifing  Coffee,  &c. 
their  numbers  would  increafe,  and  add  to  the  ftrength  of  the  feveral  iflands ; as 
Europeans  might  endure  the  labour  requifite  for  the  cultivation  of  Coffee. 

I have  fubjoined  the  tranflation  of  a paper  communicated  to  me  by  Governor 
Melville,  whofe  unwearied  endeavours  to  promote  the  intereft  of  Great  Britain 
and  her  colonies  deferves  every  grateful  acknowledgment;  and  likewife  the  copy 
of  a letter  ^received  long  fince  from  the  late  Governor  Scott  of  Dominica;  I 
perfuade  myfelf,  that  evidences  like  thefe  will  have  fome  weight  with  the 
publie. 

Should  any  part  of  thefe  remarks  afford  my  friend  reafon  to  think  they  may 
contribute  to  the  benefit  of  the  community,  he  is  at  liberty  to  make  ufe  of  them 
in  what  manner  he  pleafes. 

J,  Fothergill, 


Qbfervations 
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Obfervations  on  COFFEE , by  a learned  and  experienced  Planter  at  the 
Grenades,  co?ntnunicated  to  DoBor  Fat  her  gill  by  Governor  Melville . 

TRANSLATED  FROM  THE  FRENCH. 

gEVERAL  perfons  in  Europe  imagine,  that  a much  better  kind  of  Coffee 

might  be  gathered  in  our  iflands  than  that  which  is  ufually  brought  from 
thence.  There  is  no  doubt  of  this,  and  our  inhabitants  are  very  fenfible  of  it;, 
but  the  ever-powerful  motive  of  intered  prevents  them  from  endeavouring  to 
improve  the  produce  of  this  plant. 

They  learn  from  experience,  that  a light  foil,  dry  and  elevated  flopes,  pro- 
duce Coffee  of  a fmaller  berry  and  more  delicate  flavour ; and  that  all  the  Cof- 
fee which  grows  in  a low,  fertile,  and  mold  foil,  is  bad,  the  berry  large  and 
fiat,  and  almod  infipid. 

Experience  alfo  teaches  them,  that  trees  planted  in  thefe  foils  yield  commonly 
from  twelve  to  fixteen  ounces  of  Coffee  per  plant ; in  the  other  foils  they 
fcarcely  furnifli  more  than  from  fix  to  eight  ounces ; this  makes  an  immediate 
difference  of  one  half  in  the  weight.  Now  in  France,  England,  and  all  the  Eu- 
ropean markets,  the  only  dated  difference  in  the  price  of  the  fmall  well- 
prepared  Coffee,  and  that  which  is  larger  and  of  the  word  kind,  is  from  fifteen 
to  twenty  per  cent.  The  inhabitants  therefore  would  neceffarily  find  it  their 
advantage  to  plant  their  Coffee-trees  in  the  riched  foil ; and  thofe  perfons  only 
will  have  the  fmall  and  fine  Coffee,  who  have  no  other  than  bad  grounds,  and 
have  not  a diffident  number  of  Negroes  to  manure  and  improve  them. 

The  calculation  is  eafily  made:  with  an  equal  number  of  plants  double  the 
weight  is  produced ; and  by  the  difference  of  price  no  more  is  lod  than  from 
fifteen  to  twenty  per  cent.  Intered  hath  therefore  prevented  our  inhabitants, 
from  applying  themfelves  to  the  culture  of  that  kind  of  Coffee  which  is  mod 
valued  in  Europe.  To  excite  a proper  emulation  among  them,  the  difference 
of  price  between  the  various  forts  of  Coffee  fliould  be  as  confiderable  as  it  is  be- 
tween the  feveral  kinds  of  fugar. 

To  thefe  confiderations  we  may  add,,  that  the  trees  lad  a much  longer  time 
in  the  fertile  grounds,  and  that  they  need  not  be  tranfplanted  fo  frequently. 

Some  fkilful  perfons  have  advifed  to  follow  the  method  of  the  Arabs,  with 
refpedt  to  the  preparation  of  Coffee,  in  two  particulars ; fird,  never  to  gather  it 
till  it  is  perfectly  ripe ; fecondly,  to  dry  it  in  the  fhade,  when  feparated  from  the 
pulp. 

The  lad  of  thefe  is  fcarce  poffible ; becaufe,  although  the  air  is  very  hot  in 
thefe  climates,  it  is  always  fo  damp,  that  we  know  from  experience  the  Coffee 
£Ould  never  be  dried  in  the  fhade  diffidently  for  exportation  into  Europe. 

The 
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The  firft  would  be  very  ufeful,  and  even  pofilble,  if  other  perfons  were  em- 
ployed in  the  bufinefs  than  Negroes,  who,  being  lazy,  ignorant,  and  generally 
ill-difpofed,  either  cannot  or  will  not  attend  properly  to  this  particular,  and 
have  no  other  wilh  but  to  finiffi  their  work  as  fall  as  pofilble,  either  to  get  rid 
of  the  talk  impofed  upon  them,  or  to  avoid  punishment : befides,  the  feafon  for 
gathering  the  Coffee  being  near  the  winter,  the  rains,  which  are  then  very  fre- 
quent, often  make  the  berries  fall  before  they  are  perfectly  ripe. 

As  to  the  hiftory  of  our  Coffee,  it  certainly  comes  originally  from  Babel 
Mandel.  The  firft  tree  that  was  brought  to  Martinico  in  1727,  or  1728,  by 
Mr.  Delieu,  came  from  the  gardens  of  his  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty,  and  was  of 
the  fame  fpecies  as  that  which  is  at  Batavia.  This  tree  was  planted  near  to  Port 
Royal,  in  a fertile  moift  foil,  and  almoft  level  with  the  fea,  fo  that  the  fpecies 
muft  neceffarily  have  degenerated. 

All  the  lower  ciafs  of  people  in  Martinico  before  this  time  cultivated  the 
Cocoa;  but  by  a contagion,  as  difficult  to  account  for  as  the  effedt  of  it  was  ge- 
neral, all  the  Cocoa-trees  perifhed  in  1727.  The  inhabitants,  half  ruined,  after 
having  tried  feveral  fchemes,  refolved  at  laft  to  plant  Coffee ; and  the  French 
Eaft  India  Company  having  lowered  the  duties,  this  cultivation  was  much  en- 
couraged. 

The  French  are  in  general  more  cautious  in  the  exportation  of  their  Coffee 
than  the  Engliffi ; they  put  it  into  calks  that  are  very  dry : in  the  Windward 
Iflands,  where  the  beft  Coffee  is  made,  the  veffel  is  neither  laden  with  raw  fu- 
gars,  nor  with  rum ; clayed  fugars  only  are  exported  with  it,  which  are  of  little 
detriment  to  this  berry : the  captains  take  care  alfo  to  place  it  between  decks, 
or  in  fome  other  very  dry  part  of  the  ffiip,  The  Engliffi,  on  the  contrary,  ftow 
raw  fugars  and  rum  in  almoft  every  part  of  the  veffel : thele  do  a confiderable 
injury  to  the  Coffee  that  lies  near  them. 

There  is  another  more  diftant  caufe,  that  few  people  have  noticed,  but  which 
contributes  greatly  to  the  badnefs  of  the  Coffee  exported  into  England : 

Moft  of  the  Engliffi  ffiips  are  hired  for  the  freight;  the  captains  ftow  the 
goods  as  they  receive  them,  and  the  owners  are  fatisfied  if  the  veffel  is  but  well 
filled:  it  is  a matter  of  little  concern  to  them,  whether  the  feveral  kinds  of 
goods  have  been  properly  difpofed,  or  whether  they  have  received  any  detri- 
ment by  lying  near  each  other.  The  French  ffiips  are  generally  laden  for  the 
proprietors  own  ufe ; the  captains  buy  the  goods  themfelves ; and,  that  they 
may  be  able  to  give  a proper  account  of  their  management,  and  to  ffiew  that 
they  have  a£ted  with  prudence  and  caution,  they  are  obliged  to  pay  great  atten- 
tion to  the  ftowage  of  their  veffel,  and  to  the  prefervation  of  their  cargoes. 
Hence  it  follows,  that  the  Coffee  which  is  carried  to  France,  is  better  than  that 
which  is  brought  to  England. 
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Extra 5t  of  a Letter  from  George  Scott , Eff;  late  Lieutenant  Governor  of 

Dominica to  Dr.  E other  gill* 


Government  Houle,  Ifland  Dominica,, 
November  ai,  17 65. 


S I R, 

Ti/r  R.  I -,  a confldexable  planter  of  Grenada,  touched  at  this  ifland  on 

his  way  thither;  and,  in  the  courfe  of  his  intelligence,,having  made  ms 
acquainted  with  your,  patriotic  efforts  for  encouraging  the  growth  and  produce 
of  the  infant  colonies  lately  ceded  to  us  by  France ; and  being  very  defirous  of 
throwing  in  my  mite  towards  forwarding  your  very  laudable  labours,  I have 
therefore  taken  the  liberty  of  putting  on  board  the  fhip  Neptune,  Edmund  Ste* 
venfon  mailer,  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Beats,  of  London,  in  a box  directed  for 
yourfelf,  three,  fmall  bags,  of  Coffee,  , which  you  will  do.me  the  favour  to  accept, 
trifling  as  they  are,  , though  I have  not  the  honour  of  your  acquaintance,  as  they 
are  only  intended  for  whatever  experiments  you  may  think  proper  to.  make  of 


them.. 


The  little  bag,,  marked  N°  1,  was  gathered  in  the  year  176b;  that  marked 
N°  a,,  in  1763;  and  N°  3,  laft  year:  all  the  growth  of  this,  ifland,  which  is 
looked  upon-  to  make  the  bell  Coffee  in  the.  Well  Indies,  excepting  that  of  the 
ifland  of  Mary  Gallant;  and  on  the  well  fide  of  the  ifland.  of  Martinique,  on  the 
mountains  oppofite  the  Diamond  Rock.;  which.  Coffee  the  French  always  gave 
the  preference  to,  though  the  inhabitants  of  this  ifland  prefer,  their  own,  which 
they  always  make  ufe  of  for  their  breakfall,  taking  equal  quantities  of  it  and 
boiled  milk  (or,  more  properly  fpeaking,  milk  that  is  fcalded)  and  after  their 
dinner  they  commonly  drink,  a cup  of  Coffee  without  milk;  and  they  have  in 
general  excellent  health,  and  a fine  flow  of  fpirits,  for  this  part. of  the  world: 
whereas  the  Englilh  fubjedls,  whom  it  is  difficult  to  wean  from  prejudices.  Hill 
perflil  in  the  ufe  of  Tea ; and,  though.they  enjoy  a good  Hate  of  health,  do  not 
appear  to  have  half  the  vivacity  or  livelinefs,  with  the,  French  in  the  fame  ifland 
with  us. 

I am  told,  that  in  England  they  ftamp  a value  upon  Coffee  in  proportion  to 
the  fmaUnefs  and  greennefs  of  the  grain ; here  they  regard  neither  the  lize  nor 
colour  of  it  for  their  own  ufe,  but  efleem.  it  in  proportion  to  the  time  it  has 
been  gathered,  and  for  having  been  kept  in  a dry  warm  place,  and  expofed  to 
the  air  three  or  four  times  a year  ; and  the- greater  number  of  years  it  is  kept  in 
this  manner,  the  better  it  is,  they  fay.  They  alfo  afcribe  a great  deal  of  its  ex- 
cellence to  the  method  of  preparing  it  for  ufe  : if  it  is  over  roafted,.it  has  a flat, 
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bitter,  and  burnt  tafte ; and  if  it  is  not  roafted  enough,  though  the  Coffee 
fhould  be  five  or  fix  years  old,  it  will  tafte  as  if  it  had  been  gathered  this  year : 
but  if  it  is  old  and  well  roafted,  and  immediately  covered  up  fmoaking  hot  in  a 
bowl  or  cup,  to  prevent  the  fine  volatile  particles  and  flavour  from  going  off;  if 
then,  when  cold,  it  is  ground,  and  made  properly  with  boiling  good  water,  it  is 
looked  upon  to  be  in  its  higheft  perfection.  The  better  fort  of  French,  in  all 
the  iflands,  make  a practice  of  taking  a cup  of  equal  parts,  Coffee  and  fcalded 
milk,  with  a cruft  of  bread,  almoft  as  foon  as  they  get  out  of  bed  in  a morn- 
ing; and  the  reafons  they  give  for  this  cuftom  are,  that  it  clears  the  brain,  enli- 
vens the  fenfes,  cleanfes  the  ftomach,  throws  off'  any  rheum  or  fortuitous  matter 
that  may  be  lodged  about  the  head,  ftomach,  or  lungs,  from  foul  air  or  putrid 
vapours  : and  they  likewife  fay,  that  it  prevents,  and  even  cures,  the  gravel. 
The  Turks  alfo  fet  the  higheft  value  upon  good  Coffee,  on  account  of  its  exhi- 
larating qualities,  and  brightening  the  animal  fpirits.  Surely  then  it  muff:  be 
preferable  to  Tea,  which  has  quite  contrary  effeCts  in  moft  fhapes  whatever; 
and  it  muft,  in  my  humble  opinion,  be  one  of  the  beft  breakfafts  in  the  world 
for  the  honeft  brave  people  of  the  foggy  ifland  of  Great  Britain,  where  fuch  a 
multitude  of  melancholy  accidents  happen  from  a lownefs  of  fpirits.  But  what 
effeCh  Coffee  or  Tea  have  upon  the  body  or  mind,  you.  Sir,  muff:  be  the  beft; 
pidge,  as  it  is  your  principal  ftudy  and  profeflion  to  know  the  oeconomy  of  the 
human  frame ; mine  having  been  ever  that  of  arms,  and  at  prefent  to  prefide 
over  this  ifland ; from  whence  I will  with  pleafure  fend  you  annually  as  much 
Coffee,  of  whatever  fort  you  like,  as  you  may  want  for  your  own  ufe,  while  I 
remain  here;  being  very  much  (though  unknown) 

Sir, 

Your  moft  obedient 

humble  fervant, 

George  Scott. 

P.  S.  The  method  of  curing  Coffee  through  the  Weft  Indies  is,  by  palling  it 
through  a mill  after  it  is  ripe  and  gathered  ; and  after  this  operation  it  is  put 
into  citterns,  and  covered  with  water  for  ten  or  twelve  hours,  until  the  pulp  be- 
comes loofe,  when  it  is  walhed,  and  the  Coffee,  being  in  its  hulks,  is  thrown  in 
heaps  to  lweat,  and  that  the  water  may  drain  off,  for  two  or  three  days  more, 
when  it  is  fpread  abroad  and  dried  in  the  fun  ; and  when  dry,  *is  put  into 
troughs,  and  pounded  with  rammers,  until  all  the  hulks  (or  parchment,  as  they 
call  it)  are  beat  off,  when  it  is  winnowed  in  the  air,  and  expofed  in  the  fun 
until  it  is  perfectly  dry,  and  then  carried  to  market.  The  Coffee  I fend  you,  in 
the  little  bag  marked  N°  3,  is  fome  of  a fmall  quantity  I got  one  of  the  plan- 
ters to  make  for  me  after  the  method  of  Mocha;  which,  as  I am  informed,  is 
by  iweating  and  drying  it  in  the  fliade  after  it  is  patted  through  the  mill,  and 
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mull,  in  my  opinion,  be  infinitely  preferable  to  foaking  it  in  water,  and  drying1 
it  in  the  fun,  which  certainly  muft  extrad  abundance  of  its  virtues ; particu- 
larly that  fine  flavour  good  Coffee  has,  which  is  fo  grateful  to.  the  fmell  when  it 
is  firft  poured  out.  This  little  bag,  I believe,  you  will  find  very  good,  though 
it  has  not  been  cured  above  ten  months ; and  if  there  was  enough  of  it  to  keep 
for  three  or  four  years,  I imagine  it  would  be  perfedly  excellent;  for  this  me- 
thod muft  certainly  be  the  belt,,  and  I have  endeavoured  to  perfuade  many  of 
the  planters  to  qome  into,  it ; but  the  great  expence  they  muff  be  at  to  ered 
buildings  to  cover  it  from  the  fun  and  rain  while  it  would  be  curing,  the  great 
labour  and  time  it  takes  to  cure  it  after  the  manner  of  Arabia,  and  the  fmall 
price  it  bears  at  prefent,  will  not  as  yet  permit  them  to  come  into  it ; though  X 
am  fully  perfuaded  that  the  Coffee  of  this  ifland  is  full  as  good,  when  pulled  off 
the  tree,  as  any  in  Arabia,  was  it  but  cured  after  the  fame  method ; which  l 
doubt  not  the  planters  will  adopt,  fhould  the  price  of  Coffee  rife,  fo  as  to  en- 
courage them  in  the.  undertaking. 

• G.  S. 
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I KNOW  not,  my  dear  friend,  that  I ever  wilhed  for  leifure,  and  the  talent 
of  biography,  more  than  at  prefent : I could  employ  both  thefe  in  a man- 
ner that  would  be  pleating  to  myfelf,  and  perhaps  at  the  fame  time  ufeful  to  the 
public,  in  placing  before  it  an  example  worthy  of  being  recorded,  becaufe 
highly  worthy  of  imitation*  The  fatisfa&ion  arifing  from  the  view  of  a life 
continually  employed  in  commendable  purfuits,  and  in  adds  of  lafting  and  ex- 
tenfive  utility,  is  not  a fmall  one;  we  participate  afrefh  in  every  focial  aftion  of 
the  friend  whom  we  loved  whilft  living,  and  pay  that  tribute  to  his  name  which 
love  and  friendlhip  demand — a grateful  and  honourable  remembrance. 

The  juft  efteem  which  my  honoured  friend.Peter  Collinfon  had  acquired,  not 
only  among  the  chief  promoters  of  natural  hiftory  in  moft'  parts  of  the  world 
where  thefe  ftudies  are  cultivated,  but  amongft  men  of  underftanding  in  gene- 
ral in  every  part  of  ufeful  fcience,  will,  I perfuade  myfelf,  render  any  apology 
unnecefiary  for  attempting  to  exhibit  fome  account  of  the  life  of  this  very  emi- 
nent perfon. 

Our  acquaintance  commenced  about  the  year  1740 ; he  was  then  confidered'" 
amongft  the  number  of  thofe  who  were  beft  acquainted  with  botany  and  natu— 
ral  hiftory  in  England;  his  collection  in  moft  branches  of  natural  hiftory  was 
very  large,  and  the  fpecimens  well  chofen  ; his  botanic  garden  contained  many 
curious  plants,  not  at  that  time  to  be  met  with  in  any  other ; and  the  number 
of  fuch  kept  increafing  to  the  laft  period  of  his  life. 

I owe  much  of  my  intimacy  with  the  feveral  branches  of  natural  hiftory,  to 
my  deceafed  friend:  fcarcely  any  thing  gave  him  more  pleafure  than  to  promote' 
an  inclination  for  fuch  ftudies,  fo  far  as  was  confident  with  his  acquaintances, 
fituation;  for  being  in  bufinefs  himfelf,  he  knew  the  value  of  time  too  well,  to 
endeavour  to  excite  a tafte  for  fuch  refearches,  where  probably  it  muft  have* 
been  gratified  at  the  expence  of  difcretion,  and  of  thofe  hours  which  ought  to; 
have  been  devoted  to  more  neceftary  employment. 
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The  family  of  the  Collinfons  is  of  ancient  (landing  in  the  North : Peter  and 
James  were  the  great-grandfons  of  Peter  Collinfon,  who  lived  on  his  paternal 
eftate  called  Hugal  Hall,  or  Height  of  Hugal,  near  Windermere  Lake,  in  the 
parilh  of  Stavely,  about  ten  miles  from  Kendal,  in  Weftmoreland.  My  friend, 
whilft  a youth,  difcovered  his  attachment  to  natural  hiftory : infeCts,  and  their 
feveral  metamorphofes,  employed  many  of  thole  hours,  which  at  his  time  of  life 
are  moftly  fpent  by  others  in  very  different  purfuits.  Plants  likewife  engaged 
his  attention ; he  began  early  to  make  a collection  of  dried  fpecimens,  and  had 
accefs  to  the  bed  gardens  at  that  time  in  the  neighbourhood  of  London. 

It  was  a favourable  circumdance  to  himfelf,  that  he  was  in  partnerfhip  with 
his  brother  James  Collinfon,  in  a bufinefs  that  did  not  always  require  their  pre- 
fence together.  They  lived  in  great  harmony,  and  reciprocally  afforded  to  each 
other  opportunities  for  their  refpeCtive  purfuits.  Both,  however,  had  a drong 
relilh  for  horticulture  and  planting,  and  both  had  acquired  a juft  conception 
of  rural  elegance. 

He  became  early  acquainted  with  the  firft-rate  naturalids  of  that  age ; the 
Drs.  Derham,  Woodward,  Dale,  Lloyd,  and,  to  name  all  in  one,  the  great  Sir 
Hans  Sloane,  were  amongft  his  friends.  I firft  faw  that  amazing  collection,  now 
conftituting  the  Britifh  Mufeum,  with  my  deceafed  friend,  in  company  with  the 
late  Sir  Charles  Wager,  who  had  been  a mod  generous  and  fortunate  contri- 
butor to  that  vaft  treafure  of  natural  curiofities ; omitting  nothing,  in  the 
courfe  of  his  many  voyages,  that  could  add  to  its  magnificence,  and  encourag- 
ing the  commanders  under  him,  who  were  ftationed  in  different  parts  of  the 
globe,  to  procure  whatever  was  rare  and  valuable  in  every  branch  of  natural 
hiftory.  To  this  he  was  ftrongly  excited  by  Peter  Collinfon ; for  whom  and  his 
family  Sir  Charles  had  a very  fingular  efteem,  and  continued  it  to  the  lad  mo- 
ments of  his  life. 

Among  the  great  variety  of  articles  which  form  that  fuperb  collection,  fmall 
was  the  number  of  thofe  with  whofe  hiftory  my  friend  was  not  well  acquainted  i 
he  being  one  of  thofe  few  who  vifi ted  Sir  Hans  at  all  times  familiarly,  and  con- 
tinued fo  to  do  to  the  lateft  period  : their  inclinations  and_  purfuits  in  refpeCt  to 
natural  hiftory  being  the  fame,  a firm  friendfhip  had  early  been  eftablifhed  be- 
tween them. 

Peter  Collinfon  was  defied  a Fellow  of  the  Royal  Society  on  the  iath  of 
December  1728  ; and  perhaps  was  one  of  the  mod  diligent  and  ufeful  members 
of  that  refpeCtable  body,  not  only  in  fupplyirg  them  with  many  curious  ob- 
fervations  himfelf,  but  in  promoting  and  preferving  a mod  extenfive  corre- 
fpondence  with  learned  and  ingenious  foreigners,  in  all  countries,  and  on  every 
ufeful  fubjeCt;  fo  that  he  not  only  furniflied  many  inftruCtive  hints  from  his 
own  fund  of  obfervatians,  but  excited  others  to  contribute  largely  to  the  in- 
druCtion  and  entertainment  of  the  Society. 
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Befides  his  attention  to  natural  hiftory,  he  fuffered  nothing  ufeful  in  either  art 
‘Or  fcience  to  efcape  him;  he  minuted  every  ftriking  hint  that  occurred  either  in 
reading  or  converfation ; and  from  this  fource  he  derived  much  information,  as 
there  were  very  few  men  of  learning  and  ingenuity,  of  all  profeffions,  who  were 
not  of  his  acquaintance  at  home,  and  moft  foreigners  of  eminence  in  natural  hif- 
tory, or  in  arts  and  fciences,  were  recommended  to  his  notice  and  friendfhip. 

His  diligence  and  oeconomy  of  time  were  fuch,  that  though  he  never  ap- 
peared to  be  in  a hurry,  he  maintained  an  extenfive  correfpondence  with  great 
punctuality ; acquainting  the  learned  and  ingenious  in  diftant  parts  of  the  globe 
with  the  difcoveries  and  improvements  in  natural  hiftory  in  this  country,  and 
receiving  the  like  information  from  the  moft  eminent  perfons  in  almoft  every 
other.  Amongft  a variety  of  circumftances  of  this  kind  that  might  be  men- 
tioned, his  correfpondences  with  the  ingenious  Cadwallader  Golden,  Efq;  of 
New  York,  and  the  juftly  celebrated  Dr.  Franklin,  of  Philadelphia,  furnifh  in- 
ftances  of  the  benefit  refulting  from  his  attention  to  all  improvements.  From 
the  former  of  thefe  gentlemen  many  valuable  obfervations  were  received ; and 
the  latter  communicated  his  firft  efiays  on  electricity  to  my  friend,  in  a feries  of 
letters,  which  were  then  publifhed,  and  have  been  reprinted  in  a late  edition  of 
the  Doctor’s  ingenious  difcoveries  and  improvements.  Their  minds  in  this  re- 
fpedt  were  congenial,  ever  intent  upon  promoting  public  good;  the  letter  fub- 
joined  is  a proof  of  it  *. 

Perhaps, 

* To  MICHAEL  COLLINSON,  Efq. 

D ear  Sir,  Craven-ftreet,  Feb.  3,  1770. 

UNDERSTANDING  that  an  account  of  our  dear  departed  friend  Mr.  Peter  Collinfon  is  intended 
to  be  given  to  the  public,  I cannat  omit  expreffing  my  approbation  of  the  defign,  as  the  charaflers 
of  good  men  are  exemplary,  and  often  ftimulate  the  well-difpofed  to  on  imitation,  beneficial  to  man- 
kind, and  honourable  to  themfelves.  And  as  you  may  be  unacquainted  with  the  following  in- 
llances  of  his  zeal  and  ufefulnefs  in  promoting  knowledge,  which  fell  within  my  obfervation,  I take 
the  liberty  of  informing  you,  that  in  1730  a Subfcription  Library  being  fet  on  foot  at  Philadelphia, 
he  encouraged  the  defign  by  making  feveral  very  valuable  prefents  to  it,  and  procuring  others  from 
his  friends:  and  as  the  Library  Company  had  a confiderable  fum  arifing  annually,  to  be  laid  out 
in  books,  and  needed  a judicious  friend  in  London  to  tranfafl  the  bufinefs  for  them,  he  volun- 
tarily and  chearfully  undertook  that  fervice,  and  executed  it  for  more  than  thirty  years  fucceffively  ; 
aflifting  in  the  choice  of  books,  and  taking  the  whole  care  of  collecting  and  Clipping  them,  without 
ever  charging  or  accepting  any  confideration  for  his  trouble.  The  fuccefs  of  this  library  (greatly 
owing  to  his  kind  countenance  and  good  advice)  encouraged  the  erefting  others  in  different  places 
on  the  fame  plan  ; and  it  is  fuppofed  there  are  now  upwards  of  thirty  fubfifting  in  the  feveral  colo- 
nies, which  have  contributed  greatly  to  the  fpreading  of  ufeful  knowledge  in  that  part  of  the 
world  ; the  books  he  recommended  being  all  of  that  kind,  and  the  catalogue  0*  this  firlt  library 
being  much  refpe&ed  and  followed  by  thofe  libraries  that  fucceeded. 

During  the  fame  time  he  tranfmitted  to  the  direftors  of  the  library  the  earlieft  accounts  of  every 
new  European  improvement  in  agriculture  and  the  arts,  and  every  philofophical  difcovery : among 
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Perhaps,  in  fome  future  period,  the  account  he  procured  of  the  management* 
of  fheep  in  Spain,  in  refpeft  to  their  migrations  from  the  mountains  to  the 
plains,,  and  their  ftated  returns,  publifhed  in  the  Gentleman’s  Magazine  for  May 
and  June  1764,  may  not  be  confidered  among  the  lead:  of  the  benefits  accruing 
from  his  extenfive  and  inquifitive  correfpondence.  When  America  is  better  peo- 
pled, the  mountainous  parts  more  habitable,  the  plains  unloaded  of  their  vaft 
forefts,  and  cultivated,  the  fineft  fheep  in  the  world  may  poflibly  cover  the 
plains  of  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  the  Floridas,  in  the  winter  months,  and  retreat 
to  the  mountains  as  the  fummer  heats  increafe,  and  dry  up  the  herbage.  We 
are  utter  flrangers  to  this  kind  of  oeconomy.  Probably  it  might  be  praftifed 
even  in  this  ifland  to  advantage,  with  this  difference,  that  the  higheft  ground 
fhould  be  chofen  for  the  winter  refidence  of  thefe  animals,  proper  fhelter  being 
made  for  them,  and  the  wetter  low  lands  left  for  fummer. 

Views  of  public  benefit  to  this  country,  to  others,  to  mankind  in  general,  al- 
ways fuggefted  to  him  ufeful  enquiries  -r  and  the  public  are  in  poffeffion  of  many 
valuable  hints,  which  from  time  to  time  he  communicated  through  the  channel, 
of  the  Gentleman’s  Magazine  * and  daily  papers,  fometimes.  with,  his  name,-  or 


which,  in  1745,  he  Tent  over  an  account  of  the  new  German  experiments  in  ele&ricity,  together 
with  a glafs  tube,  and  fome  directions  for  ufing  it,  fo  as  to  repeat  thofe  experiments.  This  was  the 
iirft  notice  I had  of  that  curious  fubjeCt,  which  I afterwards  profecuted  with  fome  diligence,  being 
encouraged  by  the  friendly  reception  he  gave  to  the  letters  I wrote  to  him  upon  it.  Pleafe  to  accept 
this  fmall  teftimony  of  mine  to  his  memory,  for  which  I lhall  ever  have  the  utmoft  refpeft  ; and. 
believe  me,  with  fincere  elteem.  Dear  Sir, 

Your  molt  obedient 

humble  fervant, 

B.  FRANKLIN.. 

* The  following  is  faid  to  be  a complete  Lift  of  P.  Collinfon’s  papers  inferted  in  the  Gentle- 
man’s Magazine,  viz. 

1.  A lift  of  American  feeds  imported  in  175,15  with  fome  inftruCtions  for  their  cultivation’. 
Gent.  Mag.  for  Dec.  1751. 

2.  Some  obfervations  on  the  white  pine,  commonly  called  the  Weymouth  pine;  Ibid.  Nov.  1755-. 

3.  Further  obfervations  on  the  Weymouth  and  other  American  pines.  Ibid.  Dec.  1755. 

4.  Obfervations  on  the  fir-tree.  Ibid.  Jan.  1 7 56 ^ 

5.  Remarks  on  the  cultivation  of-  fome-  fpscies  of  North  American,  ever-green  trees.  Ibid-. 
March  1756. 

6.  A plan  for  a lafting  peace  with  the  Indians.  Ibid.  Sept.  1763; 

7.  Some  anecdotes  of  the  life  of  the  late  Dr.  Stephen  Hales.  Ibid.  1764* 

8.  An  account  of  the  fycamore  or  Eaftern  plane-tree.  Ibid.  April  1765. 

9.  Account  of  the  life  of  the  late  Dr.  William  Stukeley.  Ibid.  May  1765^ 

10.  Ait  account  of  the  introdudlion  of  the  tea-trea  of  China,  and  of  the  elegantly  fpotted 
mennil-deer  of  Bengal,  into  England.  Gent.  Mag.  Supplement  for  1765-. 

11.  Account  of  the  introduftion  of  rice  and  tar  into  our  American  colonies.  Ibid,  for  June  1765. 

12.  Defcription  of  the  ancient  chefnut- tree  at  Tortfworth,  in  Gloucefterlhire.  Ibid.  July  1766. 

13.  Some  obfervations  on  the  emigration  of.  fwallo.ws,  &c. 
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initials,  but  oftener  without  any  fignature ; being  more  folicitous  to  do  good, 
than  to  be  feen  in  doing  it. 

His  converfation  was  chearful,  and  ufefully  entertaining,  becaufe  it  was  gene- 
rally turned  to  fome  intereding  difquifition,  or  imparting  fome  beneficial  infor- 
mation. This  rendered  his  acquaintance  muchdefired  by  thofe  who  had  a re- 
lifh  for  natural  hidory,  or  were  dudious  in  cultivating  rural  improvements ; and 
fecured  him  the  intimate  friendftiip  of  fome  of  the  moft  eminent  perfonages  in 
this  kingdom,  as  didinguifhed  by  their  tade  in  planting  and  horticulture,  as  by 
their  rank  and  dignity.  With  fome  of  thefe  he  frequently  fpent  a few  days  at 
their  feats  in  the  neighbourhood  of  London,  imparting  many  advantageous 
hints  with  regard  to  the  improvements  they  were  defigning : and  indeed  many 
of  them  were  fenfible  that  very  few  were  either  fo  able  to  advife  in  thefe  re- 
fpedts,  or  fo  impartial.  Frequent  opportunities  had  furnifhed  extenfive  obfer- 
vation  and  experience  of  the  effedts  of  different  methods  of  cultivation;  what 
foil,  what  afpedt,  belt  fuited  different  plants  and  trees;  how  beft  to  cover  incu- 
rable defedts,  how  to  improve  beauties  ; and  from  this  general  knowledge,  de- 
rived from  repeated  remarks,  he  often  prevented  young  planters  from  commit- 
ting capital  miftakes,  redtified  others  into  which  they  had  been  mifled  by  the  ig- 
norant and  defigning ; and  by  fuch  means  he  prevailed  upon  many  of  his  friends 
not  only  to  embark  in  this  rational  amufement,  but  to  perfevere  in  it,  greatly  to 
their  own  emolument,  and  the  lading  advantage  of  their  country. 

A very  frequent  obfervation  of  my  friend’s  was,  that  he  thought  it  a matter  of 
the  uttnod  importance  to  young  people  of  fortune,  that  they  fhould  be  as  early 
as  podible  initiated  into  fome  rational  purfuit,  and  efpecially  into  a tade  for  all 
kinds  of  rural  improvement.  The  human  mind,  he  would  remark,  mud  have 
fome  objedt  in  view;  fome  amufements  are  neceffary ; and  if  virtue  and  pro- 
priety do  not  engage  it,  vice  and  folly  will.  Let  us  then  turn  them  to  an  em- 
ploy, which  at  once  contributes  to  their  health,  their  pleafure,  and  their  profit, 
and  fecures  them  from  falling  into  idlenefs  or  diffipation,  merely  for  want  of 
better  engagements ; let  us  find  them  fomething  to  do,  and  they  cannot  be  un- 
happy, like  a multitude  of  young  perfons,  who  are  difiipated  and  corrupt,  be- 
caufe, perhaps,  thofe  who  have  been  early  about  them,  or  were  concerned  in 
their  education,  had  not  the  inclination  or  addrefs  to  lead  them  into  fome  inno- 
cent, pleafurable,  and  ufeful  purfuit. 

Planting,  he  ufed  to  fay,  and  gardening,  fupply  a fund  of  entertainment,  the 
mod  lading  and  reafonable  of  any  occupation  in  this  life;  pleafures  not  to  be 
purchafed.  The  trees  which  we  ourfelves  have  planted,  the  fruits  wre  have 
raifed,  the  plants  we  have  cultivated,  feem  to  be  like  our  children,  a kind  of  new 
creation ; their  fhade,  their  tade,  their  fragrance,  and  their  beauties,  affedt  us 
with  a richer  repad  than  any  others.  What  a pleafing  feene,  would  he  obferve, 
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lies  open  to  a young  man  of:  fortune,  devoted  to  fuch  amufements ! Each  fuc~ 
ceeding  year  produces  new  fhades,  other  fruits,  frefh  beauties,  and  brings  befides 
mod  certain  profit.  To  behold  the  rifing  groves,  barrennefs  made  fertile,  our 
country  improved,  ourfelves  made  ufeful  and  happy,  and  pofterity  enriched ! 
When  on  this  favourite  fubjedt,  a very  natural  reflection  often  efcaped  him,  that 
he  feldom  knew  a man  po  defied  of  a tafte  for  fuch  pleafures,  who  was  not  at  the 
fame  time  temperate  and  virtuous.  And  indeed  he  had  a right  to  make  the  ob- 
fervationj  for  he  had  the  fatisfadtion  of  reckoning  among  his  mod:  intimate 
friends,  men  of  the  moft  amiable  and  unblemifhed  characters  in  all  ftations,. 
parties,  and  diftindtions. 

Nor  was  he  employed  only  in  promoting  this  tafte  amongft  his  friends,  in  en- 
larging their  views,  corredting  and  refining  their  judgment,  but  alfo  in  furnifh- 
ing  them  with  the  means  of  increafing  their  plantations  : and  it  is  but  doing  juf- 
tice  to  his  memory,  to  mention,  that  he  was  the  firft  who  introduced  the  great 
variety  of  feeds  and  fhrubs,  which  are  now  the  principal  ornaments  of  every 
garden ; and  that  it  was  owing  to  his  indefatigable  induftry,  that  fo  many  per- 
fons  of  the  firft  diftindtion  are  now  enabled  to  behold  groves  tranfplanted  from 
the  weftern  continent,  flourilhing  fo  luxuriantly  in  their  feveral  domains,  as  if 
they  were  already  become  indigenous  to  Britain. 

His  bufinefs  in  the  mercantile  way  was  chiefly  to  North  America,  and  the 
Weft  Indies  ; the  former  particularly.  He  had  perufed  every  performance  that' 
was  wrote  refpedting  the  natural  hiftory  and  produce  of  all  our  own  fettlements,, 
and  indeed  of  all  the  European  colonies  in  the  New  World.  This  enabled  him 
to  make  enquiries  after  every  thing  that  was  curious  and  ufeful,  and  brought 
him  acquainted  with  the  moft  intelligent  people  who  came  over  from  America^ 
his  enquiries  raifed  fome  curiofity  in  thofe  countries,  and  excited  a tafte  for  na- 
tural hiftory  and  botanical  refearches.  It  perhaps  may  fafely  be  faid,  that  every 
thing  of  this  fort  that  has  appeared  in  thofe  parts  of  the  world,  was  chiefly  ow- 
ing to  his  encouragement.  That  eminent  naturalift,  John  Bartram,  may  almoft 
be  faid  to  have  been  created  fuch  by  my  friend’s  afliftance ; he  firft  recommended 
the  colledting  of  feeds,  and  afterwards  afiifted  in  difpofing  of  them  in  this  coun- 
try, and  conftantly  excited  him  to  perfevere  in  inveftigating  the  plants  of  Ame- 
rica, which  he  has  executed  with  indefatigable  labour  through  a long  courfe  of 
years,  and  with  amazing  fuccefs. 

The  quantities  of  new  feeds  he  received  from  America,  not  only  fupplied  his 
own  garden  with  every  thing  that  was  curious,  but  furnifhed  him  with  the 
means  of  procuring  others,  in  exchange,  from  other  parts  of  the  globe.  He  had 
fome  correfpondents  in  almoft  every  nation  in  Europe ; fome  in  Afia,  and  even 
at  Pekin ; who  all  tranfmitted  to  him  the  moft  valuable  feeds  they  could  collefh,. 
in  return  for  the  treafures  of  America,  In  this  exchange  of  good  offices,  there 
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is  abundant  caufe  to  believe  no  man  ever  exceeded  him  in  refped:  to  punctu- 
ality, care,  or  generofity  j few  had  ever  more  intelligent  correfpondents,  or 
fticceeded  better  in  enriching  this  country  with  the  vegetable  produce  of  every 
other,  that  could  either  add  to  its  advantage  or  ornament.  And  were  I to 
affert,  that  he  was  the  means  of  introducing  more  new  and  beautiful  plants  into 
Britain  than  any  man  of  his  time,  and  was  inferior  to  none  in  his  acquaintance 
with  the  hiftory  of  their  introduction,  I ffiould  run  little  hazard  of  tranfgreffing 
the  bounds  of  veracity. 

Many  anecdotes  of  this  kind  he  had  learned  from  the  ancient  botanifts,  who 
flourilhed  at  his  entrance  into  thefe  ftudies;  and  many  obfervations  he  had  like- 
wife  made  in  the  courfe  of  above  half  a century.  Were  fuch  of  the  former  of 
thefe,  as  he  noted  in  moft  of  the  books  of  natural  hiftory  which  he  left  behind 
him,  collected,  and  the  many  curious  remarks  he  made  on  a variety  of  improv- 
ing and  entertaining  fubjeCts,  digefted  and  laid  before  the  public,  a richer 
treafure  of  valuable  knowledge  can  fcarcely  be  offered  to  it,  efpecially  if  judi- 
cious extracts  were  added  from  the  letters  of  his  correfpondents. 

The  great  Linnaeus,  at  the  time  of  his  refidence  in  England,  contracted  an 
intimate  friendfhip  with  Peter  Collinfon ; which  was  reciprocally  increafed  by  a 
multitude  of  good  offices,  and  continued  to  the  laft  without  any  diminution. 

It  was  not,  however,  to  Britain  only  that  his  benevolent  views  were  confined  : 
as  he  took  much  pains  to  excite  a tafte  in  the  Americans  for  natural  hiftory,  fo 
he  likewife  often  prompted  them  to  purfue  improvements,  alike  beneficial  to 
themfeives  and  to  their  mother  country.  How  often  have  I heard  him  urge  to 
fuch  of  them  as  vilited  him,  the  benefit,  nay  neceffity,  of  cultivating  flax,  hemp, 
wine,  filk,  and  other  products ! He  wmuld  prefs  the  Virginians  to  bethink  them- 
feives in  time  of  a more  permanent  ftaple  than  a plant  whofe  confumption  only 
depends  on  cuftom  and  caprice,  and  this  cuftom  daily  declining.  Vines,  faid 
he,  will  thrive  well  in  your  country  ; but  imitate  nature  in  their  cultivation  ; do 
not  keep  them  clofe  to  the  ground,  as  we  are  forced  to  do  in  this  and  other  nor- 
thern European  climates,  for  the  fake  of  a little  more  fun  and  heat  to  ripen  the 
grape  : your  fummer  heats  exceed,  as  much  as  ours  fall  fhort  allow  them, 
therefore,  longer  ftemsj  let  them  be  trained  to,  and  fupported  by  trees,  and  hide 
their  fruit  among  the  foliage,  as  in  the  warmer  parts  of  Europe. 

We  frequently  lamented  the  fupinenefs  and  inattention  of  the  colonifts  to 
their  intereft  in  this,  as  well  as  many  other  articles.  In  moft  of  the  northern 
and  fouthern  colonies  there  are  a variety  of  native  grapes,  growing  wild  in  the 
woods,  and  twining  among  the  trees  and  buffies  for  their  fupport ; thefe  yield 
fruit  in  plenty,  of  different  kinds,  and  many  of  them  capable  of  producing  a 
rich  good  wine  how  eafy  would  it  be  in  autumn  to  colled:  a fufficient  quantity 
of  the  fruit  to  make  trial  of  the  wine  ! It  has  been  donS  by  a very  few,  and  with 
fuccefs  ■,  the  fault  feems  not  fo  much  in  the  fruit,  as  want  of  fKill  or  care  in 
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making  the  wine.  I have  tailed  fome  very  good  wine  from  the  wild  unculti- 
vated grape,  made  without  much  Ikill,  and  fent  over  to  England  ; what  would 
not  the  fame  fruit,  with  proper  Ikill  and  management,  have  produced  ? It  is 
certainly  high  time  for  the  Americans  to  apply  themfelves  with  a little  more 
diligence  to  cultivate  their  native  produce.  No  perfon,  perhaps,  was  more  in- 
tently folicitous  than  my  friend  to  promote  thefe  ufeful  effays,  as  no  perfon  was 
better  acquainted  with  the  natural  produce  of  America ; none  faw  the  benefits 
that  might  refult  from  them  more  clearly,  nor  could  fuggeft  more  compendious 
and  unexpenfive  means  of  procuring  them. 

Befides  his  attachment  to  natural  hiftory,  he  was  very  converfant  in  the  anti- 
quities of  his  own  country;  many  curious  remarks,  as  well  as  fome  ancient  Bri- 
tifh  curiofities,  are  in  the  polfelfion  of  his  fon.  Few  perforjs  were  better  ac- 
quainted with  the  progrefs  of  arts,  fciences,  and  manufadlures,  or  improve- 
ments of  any  kind,  amonglt  us,  than  himfelf.  The  ancient  Hate,  and  its  gra- 
dual advances  to  the  prefent,  was  a frequent  topic  of  his  enquiry  and  conver- 
fation. 

He  was  a member -of  the  Society  of  Antiquarians  from  its  firlt  inllitution,  and 
fupplied  them  often  with  many  curious  articles  of  intelligence  and  obfervation, 
refpedting  both  our  own  and  other  countries;  for  wherever  he  was,  or  however 
feemingly  engaged,  nothing  at  any  time  efcaped  his  notice,  if  it  appeared 
likely  to  be  ufeful  or  inftrudtive.  Why  he  was  not  elected  one  of  the  Curators 
of  the  Britilh  Mufeum,  was  matter  of  wonder  to  many  of  his  acquaintance.  He 
was  one  of  the  founder’s  moll  ancient  and  intimate  friends,  a contributor  to  this 
collection,  acquainted  with  the  fubjedts,  and  had  done  more  towards  promoting 
refearches  into  natural  hiltory  than  perhaps  moll  of  his  cotemporaries  : but  he 
had  no  greater  ambition  than  to  collect  what  knowledge  he  could,  and  to  ren- 
der this  knowledge  fubfervient  as  much  as  poffible  to  the  good  of  mankind. 

He  lived  many  years  in  great  domeltic  happinefs ; his  family  took  the  fame 
bias,  and  aided  his  purfuits.  Like  his  own,  it  was  alfo  their  amufement;  and 
being  accuftomed  to  the  converfation  of  men  acquainted  with  luch  fubjedts, 
they  acquired  both  knowledge  and  an  attachment  to  the  Itudy  of  nature. 

His  perfon  was  rather  Ihort  than  tall;  he  had  a pleafing  and  focial  afpedt;  of 
a temper  open  and  communicative,  capable  of  feeling  for  dillrefs,  and  ready  to 
rejieve  and  fympathize.  He  rofe  very  early,  and  whilft  in  the  country  his  time 
was  almoll  continually  employed  in  his  garden,  obferving  and  afiilting  the  opera- 
tions of  nature,  or  in  the  Itudy  of  other  parts  of  phyfical  knowledge;  which  con- 
tributed to  his  health  and  his  pleafure. 

He  was  fond  of  fruit  to-an  extreme,  and  of  flowers  a perpetual  admirer;  he 
was  feldom  without  them  in  his  houfe,  from  the  early  Snowdrop  to  the  autumn 
Cyclamen.  He  would  often  relate  v/ith  pleafure  the  aftonifhing  advancement 
made  in  his  time  in  horticulture  ; gave  inllances  of  many  plants*  which  at  .their 
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firft  introdu£lion  would  not  bear  our  winters  without  fhelter,  and  now  endured 
almoft  our  hardeft  frofts  3 fo  that  foreigners  flood  amazed  at  the  power  of  ve- 
getation in  this  country,  and  the  happy  temperature  we  enjoy,  notwithflanding 
the  unmerited  murmurs  of  the  unthinking  and  injudicious  againfl  a climate  the 
moft  favourable  of  all  others  to  the  real  happinefs  of  mankind. 

Excepting  fome  attacks  of  the  gout,  in  general  he  enjoyed  perfect  health 
and  great  equality  of  fpirits  3 bearing  thofe  trials  which  are  incident  to  man  with 
fortitude  and  refignation. 

In  fuch  a courfe  he  arrived  at  his  75th  year;  when  being  on  a vifit  to  Lord 
Petre  in  EfTex,  for  whom  he  had  a fmgular  regard,  he  was  feized'  witlx  a total 
fupprefiion  of  urine,  which  baffling  every  attempt  to  relieve  it,  proved  fatal  on 
the  nth  of  Augufl  1768,  and  deprived  his  family,  his  friends,  and  country,  of 
a man  devoted  to  their  intereft  and  advantage.  Inclofed  in  his  will  was  found 
a paper,  importing,  “ that  he  hoped  he  fhould  leave  behind  him  a Good  Name, 
“ which  he  valued  more  than  riches  3 that  he  had  endeavoured  not  to  live  ufe- 
<c  lefsly  5 and  that,  all  his  days,-  he  conflantly  aimed  to  be  a Friend  to  Man- 
“ kind.”  Such  indeed  he  was,  to  the  utmoft.of  his  ability  3 and  he  mayjuflly 
be  confidered  as  a latent  fpring  to  many  important  improvements,  as  well  as 
one  of  the  principal  promoters  of  natural  hiflory  in  general,  and  of  horticulture- 
in  particular,  in  the  age  in  which  he  lived. 

He  has  left  behind  him,  befides  many  curious  anecdotes  relative  to  the  date 
of  botany,  planting,  and  horticulture  in  this  country,  a vafl  treafure  of  dried 
fpecimens  of  plants  3 and  in  fpite  of  repeated  and.  moft  cruel  depredations  made 
upon  his  garden,  whereby  he  loft  a multitude  of  valuable  and  curious  plants' 
and  fhrubs,  and  had  befides  very  many  others  deftroyed  by  the  villains  in  the 
a£t  of  plunder,  he  neverthelefs  left  a fmall  treafure  of  rare  plants  in  greater  per- 
fection perhaps  than  can  be  feen  in  any  other  fpot. 

That  which  I am  now,  though  feebly,  attempting  to  do  for  him,  he  often  exe- 
cuted for  his  friends,  refcued  their  names  from  oblivion,  and. propofed  their  vir- 
tues to  be  copied  by  fucceeding  generations.  The  late  Dr.  Stukeley  was  one  j 
and  many  others  might  be  mentioned,  wrho  have  received  from  his  friendly  hand, 
the  tribute  due  to  their  memories. 

His  friendfhips  were  not  fuperficiah  he  could  not  fee  a worthy  character  drop 
unheeded  into  the  grave,  without  a wifh,  nay,  an  endeavour,  to  perpetuate  its 
remembrance.  For  my  own  part,  I yet  feel  that  in  him  I have  loft  a friend 
who  valued  my  happinefs  little  lefs  than  his  own,  and  fincerely  wifh  it  was  in 
my  power  to  do  juftice  to  his  memory.  Till,  however,  fome  perfon  of  greater 
ability  and  more  leifure  undertakes  the  tafk,  I believe  his  friends  will  not-  be 
diiTatisfied  with  perufing  this  account  of  his  conduct  and.  converfation. . 


A.  N. 
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rHE  following  EJfay  on  the  Char  after  of  Dr.  RuJJ ell,  was  ■printed  without  any 
engraving  of  that  diftinguijhed  phyfician.  In  making  the  prefent  colleftion,  I 
did  not  doubt  but  many  of  his  contemporaries  would  be  highly  gratified  with  a Jlriking 
likenefis,  as  this  is,  of  their  late  admired  friend-,  and  I can  add,  that  no  one  enjoys  this 
pleajure  more  fenfibly  than  myfelf,  as  it  renews  in  fome  meafure  my  acquaintance  with 
a man  from  whom  I gained  much  information  during  my  medical  fiudies  at  St.  ’Tho- 
mas's hofpital,  of  which  he  then  was  one  of  the  phyficians  : his  behaviour  and  atten- 
tion to  the  pupils  endeared  him  to  all,  whilft  his  liberal  manner  of  explaining  the 
caufes  of  difeafes,  and  the  ejfefts  of  remedies,  acquired  him  their  refpeft.  When  I 
add,  that  Dr.  Fothergill  entertained  the  mojl  favourable  opinion  of  his  moral  refti- 
tude  and  medical  Jkill,  a further  panegyric  cannot  be  wanted : that  he  loved  Dr. 
Rujfell  with  fingular  friendfhip , the  following  EJfay  fully  demonftrates.  I was  at  the 
College  of  Edinburgh  when  this  elegant  eulogifi  lofi  his  friend-,  and  knowing  how 
much  I was  interefied  in  the  general  lofs  on  which  he  tenderly  expatiates,  he  con- 
cludes by  informing  me,  ” that  he  was  feized  with  a putrid  fever,  which , notwith - 
“ (landing  the  utmojl  endeavours  of  Dr.  Pitcairn  and  myfelf,  to  preferve  the  life  of  a 
« friend  we  loved,  carried  him  off  on  the  ninth  day,  univerfally  regretted* 

I have  quoted  this  paffage,  as  it  gives  fome  account  of  Dr.  Rujfell 's  death,  which 
is  not  introduced  into  the  Jucceeding  pages. 

In  a letter  to  his  amiable  and  learned  friend  Dr.  Cuming,  ( who  was  a contem- 
porary collegian  with  Dr.  Rujfell ) the  eulogifi,  whoje  merit  in  turn,  but  with  unequal 
powers,  I wijh  to  commemorate,  gives  his  motives  for  paying  this  tribute  to  the  cha - 
rafter  of  his  departed  friend,  and  Jays,  that  cc  the  cordial  firm  regard  for  the  friend, 
<c  the  companion,  and  the  phyfician,  did  what  it  could  to  record  his  worth.  Eet  us," 
he  adds,  “ preferve  the  memory  of  the  deferving : perhaps  it  may  prompt  others  like- 
tc  <iVje  to  deferve.  The  human  mind  requires  every  excitement  to  prompt  it  to  look  up 
tc  to  its  original  -,  to  think  it  is  not  made  for  this  world  only  : its  exiftence  is  immor- 
((  tal-,  and  its  defiiny  in  immortality , depends  on  its  afting  right  or  wrong.  Great 
is  is  the  prize,  and  worth  contending  for-,  worth  exciting  our  friends  to  contend 
“ for  It  f.” 

I cannot  conclude  without,  acknowledging  my  obligation  to  Dr.  Ruffell's  family  for 
permitting  the  annexed  engraving  to  be  taken  from  the  original  painting  in  poffeffion  of 

his  brother-in-law, Mawhood,  Efq-,  of  Knightfbridge . I am  Jsnfible  that  the 

thanks  of  the  public  will  unite  with  mine , for  this  obliging  infiance  of  contributing  t» 
their  pleajure.  Editor. 

* Letter  to  the  Editor,  dated  Dec.  2,  1768. 
f Letter  to  Dr.  Cuming,  of  Dorchefter,  dated  Dec.  8,  1769. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


FEW  years  ago  it  was  reported,  that  the  College  of  Phyficians  in  London 


had  it  under  confideration  to  admit  perfons  defirous  of  praftifing  phyfic  as 
Licentiates,  upon  an  examination  in  Engliffi. 

This  was  done,  as  it  was  fuppofed,  to  introduce,  into  this  rank,  men  of  little 
or  no  education,  in  order  to  depreciate  the  characters  of  many  who  were  in  fome 
efteem  with  the  public. 

An  attempt  of  this  nature  could  not  but  alarm  thofe  who  were  immediately  to 
be  affefted  by  it,  and  who  felt  the  defigned  indignity. 

Several  of  thefe  met  together,  compared  the  accounts  they  had  received,  and 
found  there  was  too  much  truth  in  the  reports,  to  fuffer  them  any  longer  to  re- 
main inattentive  to  defigns  fo  prejudicial. 

It  was  refolved  to  call  the  Licentiates  in  general  together,  to  acquaint  them 
with  their  fituation,  and  to  a6t  in  concert  for  their  general  fafety. 

But  this  was  not  all;  thofe  who  embarked  in  this  affair,  had  at  heart  not  only 
the  honour  of  their  profeffion,  but  its  public  utility ; not  only  to  emancipate 
themfelves  from  an  authority,  which  appeared  to  them  in  the  light  of  ufurpa- 
tion,  but  to  eftablifh  the  faculty  upon  a folid  and  liberal  foundation. 

How  far  their  endeavours  mayfucceed,  is  uncertain  ; but  of  one  thing  they 
are  fure— -they  promote  harmony  amongft  themfelves ; excite  to  an  honourable 
emulation  ; and,  whatever  may  be  their- fate,  will  give  proofs  by  the  reftitude  of 
their  conduct,  and  an  exertion  of  their  abilities,  that  they  are  not  unworthy  of 
the  higheft  honours  in  their  profeffion. 

Philanthropy  is  infeparable  from  good  minds : this  led  them  very  early  to  re- 
folve,  that  honourable  mention  fhould  be  made  of  their  colleagues  after  their 
deceafe.  It  has  fallen  to  my  lot,  by  appointment  of  the  Society,  to  perform 
this  office.  If  my  abilities  had  been  equal  to  my  friendffiip  for  the  deceafed, 
or  to  his  defert,  the  reader  would  have  received  much  fatisfadtion  in  perufing 
the  following  pages. 


Gentlemen, 
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Gentlemen, 

WHEN  it  was  firft  propofed  in  this  aflembly,  to  preferve  the  memory  of 
fuch  of  our  aflociates  as  had  deferved  well  of  the  public,  and  thereby 
done  honour  to  the  community  of  which  we  are  members,  I little  expeXed  it 
would  have  fallen  to  my  lot,  fo  foon  to  have  performed  this  mournful  office  for 
one,  who  in  refpeX  of  vigour  of  conftitution,  temperance,  and  juft  management 
of  his  health,  was  inferior  to  none,  fuperior  to  moft  among  us. 

Accuftomed  as  we  are  to  fee  the  ravages  of  that  Hand,  which  removes  the 
generations  of  men,  ftrong  and  weak,  rich  and  poor,  the  ignorant  and  the  wife, 
like  the  herbage  that  falls  promifcuoufly  before  the  fcythe,  not  one  could  re- 
frain the  unaffeXed  figh,  fcarcely  the  tear,  when  it  was  known  that  our  Ruflell 
was  no  more!  The  tender  remembrance  of  friendffiip  yet  lives  in  every  breaft ; 
we  mourn  without  form ; we  fee  and  feel  the  void  his  fall  has  left,  and  which 
only  time  can  mitigate,  and  a refignation  to  the  difpenfations  of  that  Power 
which  orders  all  things  with  unerring  wifdom  and  goodnefs,  beyond  our  com- 
prehenfion.  *. 

UnpraXifed  in  the  language  of  eulogy,  and  unequal  to  the  charge  you  have 
committed  to  me,  allow  me  to  befpeak  your  utmoft  candour  and  condefcenfion, 
and  think  him  not  unworthy  of  your  indulgence,  who,  in  obedience  to  your 
commands,  attempts  to  place  before  you,  though  in  an  imperfect  manner,  the 
idea  of  the  companion  you  deplore. 

We  wifh  to  know  the  moft  minute  particulars  in  the  lives  of  thofe,  when 
they  are  removed,  who  have  become  dear  to  us,  either  from  a fimilitude  of 
manners,  fimilar  ftudies,  a long  and  mutual  intercourfe  of  friendfhip,  or  any 
other  of  thofe  ftrong  connexions  that  tend  to  cement  individuals  together  in 
fociety.  In  infancy,  almoft  in  the  period  of  youth  and  adolefcence,  many  traits 
are  often  obfervable,  that  ftrongly  mark  the  future  charaXer  of  the  man.  The 
relation  of  incidents,  of  no  confequence  in  themfelves,  viewed  in  this  light,  af- 
fords us  fatisfaXion,  when  we  recolleX  them  as  the  early  prefages  of  future 
worth : my  acquaintance  with  our  colleague  having  commenced  at  a later  pe- 
riod, prevents  any  narrative  of  this  kind.  I have  learned,  however,  that  mo- 
defty,  diligence,  and  propriety  of  conduX,  accompanied  him  from  early  infancy; 
beloved  by  his  intimates,  efteemed  by  his  friends,  feldom  making  an  enemy, 
never  lofing  a friend,  by  his  own  mifconduX. 


He 
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He  was  early  devoted  to  medicine  by  his  father*;  a perfon  of  great  eminence 
as  a lawyer  in  the  city  of  Edinburgh,  and  Angularly  happy  in  having  feven  of 
his  fons  that  lived  to  be  men ; not  one  of  whom,  by  mifbehaving,  ever  gave  him 
caufe  of  a moment’s  difquietude ; but,  on  the  contrary,  by  the  juft  reputation 
they  acquired,  made  all  good  men  rejoice  that  he  had  fuch  a family,  and  fa 
eminently  diftinguifhed  by  fo  many  good  qualities. 

Our  colleague,  after  having  gone  through  his  grammatical  ftudies  with  repu- 
tation in  the  high  fchool  at  Edinburgh,  and  fpent  two  years  after  this  in  the 
univerfity,  was  placed  with  his  uncle,  who  was  then  one  of  the  moft  eminent 
pra&itioners  in  the  city,  in  order  to  acquire  the  knowledge  of  the  firft  rudiments 
of  medicine.  In  the  years  1732,  3,  and  4,  he  continued  his  medical  ftudies 
under  the  profeftors,  who  at  that  time  fo  ably  filled  the  feveral  chairs  of  phyfic 
in  the  Univerfity  of  Edinburgh,  and  laid  the  foundation  of  that  charadter  which 
ranks  it  in  the  public  efteem  fuperior  to  moft  others  in  Europe. 

Though  there  had  long  been  profeftorfhips  for  medicine  in  that  place,  and 
feveral  attempts  had  been  made  to  introduce  a general  courfe  of  medical  in- 
ftrudlion,  it  was  not  till  about  the  year  1720  that  this  univerfity  diftinguifhed 
itfelf.  Several  gentlemen,  who  had  ftudied  under  Boerhaave,  with  a view  to 
revive  the  ftudy  of  medicine  in  their  native  country,  where  it  had  formerly 
flourifhed,  qualified  themfelves  for  the  purpofe  of  giving  courfes  of  public 
lectures  on  every  branch  of  their  profeftion.  The  celebrated  Monro  taught 
anatomy,  after  having  ftudied  it  for  feveral  years  under  the  ableft  mafters  then  - 
in  Europe  j\  The  theory  of  phyfic  was  aftigned  to  the- amiable,  the  humane/ 
Dr.  Sinclair  ; Drs.  Rutherford  and  Innes  chofe  the.  practice-,  chemijlry  was  allot- 
ted to  Dr.  Plummer;  and  the  teaching  the  materia  medica,  together  with  botany , „ 
(of  which  laft  he  was  appointed  king’s  profeffor)  devolved  upon  the  learned 
and  indefatigable  Alfton.  The  city  of  Edinburgh  favoured  the  generous  de-- 
fign,  added  to  the  falaries  allotted  from  the  crown,  and  provided  as  fuitable 
conveniencies  as  the  place  would  at  that  time  afford. 

* The  concifenefs  of  the  author  refpedting  the  charadler  of  the  Dodtor’s  father,  in  all  proba- 
bility arofe  from  an  apprehenfion  of  endangering  his  own  credit,  or  at  lealt  of  fubjedting  himfelf, 
to  the  imputation  of  credulity,  had  he  further  enlarged  upon  it. 

For  how  few  would  believe,  that  a moft  fond  indulgent  father  could,  in  his  own  houfe,  manage 
a very  numerous  family  of  children,  all  boys,  and  bring  up  feven  of  them  to  man’s  eftate,  without 
ever  giving  a blow,  or  even  ufing  a harlh  expreffion  ; and  yet  preferved  a more  perfedt  obedience 
in  them,  than  can  be  produced  by  any  bodily  pain  ? Such  education  is  liberal,  in  the  trueft  fenfe 
of  the  word.  ' 

This  worthy  man,  though  he  lived  to  the  age  of  86,  was  to  the  laft  attended,  whenever  he 
pleafed  (which  was  almoft  all  day  long)  with  chearful  company  of  both  fexes,  and  of  all  ages ; re- 
tained his  faculties  and  amiable  temper,  was  never  angry,  and  preferved  his  chearfulnefs  and 
fpirits  to  the  laft. 

f Dr.  Douglafs,  of  London  ; Albinus,  the  elder,  of  Leyden;  and  Winflow,  at  Paris. 


They 


An  EJfay  on  the  Character  of  the  late  Alexander  Ruffe  ll , M.D.  431 

They  had  no  fooner  opened  their  refpeftive  profeffbrfliips,  than  many  ftu- 
dents  of  their  own  nation,  fome  from  England,  from  Ireland,  and  not  long 
after  from  the  Plantations  likewife,  flocked  thither.  This  ftimulated  the  pro- 
feffors  to  exert  their  great  talents  with  the  utmoft  energy  ; profeflor  Monro’s 
clafs  foon  became  numerous  ■,  and  the  anatomy  of  the  bones,  of  the  neryes,  and 
his  other  pieces,  will  long  remain  as  teftimonies  of  his  great  abilities,  when  the 
grateful  regard  of  the  multitude  of  thofe  who  ftudied  under  him,  and  were 
witnefles  of  his  Angular  attention  to  inftrudb  and  encourage  his  pupils,  as  well 
as  to  adt  the  part  of  a parent  to  every  ftranger,  fails  of  expreffion.  With  what 
grace  and  elegance,  with  what  minutenefs  and  preciflon,  would  the  humane, 
the  inimitable  Sinclair  explain  the  inftitutes  of  the  mafter,  whofe  nervous  ftrn- 
plicity  he  ftudied  to  exemplify,  though  not  with  fervile  imitation  ! Where  he 
differed  in  opinion  from  that  great  man,  with  whfit  diffidence  would  he  offer  his 
own  ! Ever  the  ftudent’s  friend,  and  their  example,  in  a noble  Amplicity  of 
manners,  and  a condudt  becoming  the  gentleman  and  the  phyffcian. 

Dodtor  Rutherford  ffill  enjoys  his  country’s  praife,  and  the  lading  efteem  of 
all  his  pupils.  Plummer  is  no  more  ! Pie  knew  chemiftry  well.  Laborious, 
attentive,  and  exadt,  had  not  a native  diffidence  veiled  his  talents  as  a prasleclor, 
he  would  have  been  among  the  foremoft  in  the  pupils  efteem  : fuch  was  the 
gentlenefs  of  his  nature,  fuch  his  univerfal  knowledge,  that  in  any  difputed 
point  of  fcience,  the  great  Maclaurin  always  appealed  to  him,  as  to  a living  li- 
brary ; and  yet  fo  great  his  modefty,  that  he  fpoke  to  young  audiences,  upon  a 
fubjedt  he  was  perfectly  mafter  of,  not  without  hefttation. 

Alfton,  the  laborious  Alfton,  will  live  for  ages.  What  benefft  his  pupils  had 
the  means  of  reaping,  will  be  beft  known  when  his  Ledt  ures,  now  in  the  prefs, 
are  publifhed  *.  What  care  to  feparate  truth  from  falfehood  ! how  cautious  in 
advancing  fpeculation  ! how  laborious  in  experiment,  and  chafte  in  forming  his 
conciuftons  ! The  numerous  manufcript  copies  of  his  ledtures,  that  were  taken 
by  his  pupils,  are  fufficient  proofs  of  their  opinion  of  his  abilities. 

But  while  I am  thus  attempting  to  pay  my  tribute  of  gratitude  to  the  memo- 
ries of  thofe  eminent  profeffors,  who  laid  the  foundation  of  that  feminary  of 
phyftc,  whofe  reputation  has  Ance  drawn  ftudents  from  every  nation  in  Europe, 
let  me  not  forget  the  learned,  the  able,  the  laborious  Innes.  Though  I was  not 
fo  happy  as  to  be  of  the  number  of  his  pupils,  yet  I can  well  remember  the 
deep  regret  exprefled  by  many  of  the  ftudents,  my  contemporaries,  for  his  early 
and  untimely  fate.  Often  have  I heard  them  tell,  with  what  dignity,  with  what 
clearnefs  and  precifton,  in  what  a nervous  mafculine  ftyle,  he  ufed  to  explain  the 
Aphorifms  of  his  great  mafter.  His  colleagues,  too,  moft  deeply  lamented  the 
lofs  which  they  and  the  public  fuftained  by  the  death  of  fo  able  a coadjutor  3 
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they  regretted  the  Man  whom  they  loved,  the  Phyfician  and  Profeffor  whom 
they  efteemed. 

Under  fuch  matters,  and  at  a time  when  they  were  daily  rifing  into  reputa- 
tion, Dr.  Ruflell  ftudied,  embracing  every  means  of  qualifying  himfelf  for  the 
duties  of  his  flation. 

Several  ftudents  at  that  time,  the  foremoft  in  application  and  in  knowledge, 
fired  by  the  example  of  their  matters,  who  had  nothing  more  at  heart  than  the 
improvement  of  thofe  who  committed  themfelves  to  their  tuition,  formed  a fo- 
ciety  for  their  mutual  inftrucftion  and  advancement  in  their  ttudies.  Every  tlu- 
dent  of  a certain  ttanding,  who  dittinguitlied  himfelf  by  his  diligence,  capacity,, 
and  conduct,  was  initiated  into  this  little  alfembly.  Here  the  opinions  of  the 
ancients,  of  their  contemporaries,  nay  the  doctrines  of  their  mailers,  were  fre- 
quently difculfed ; and  two  of  the  members  were  always  charged  with  the  talk 
of  providing  inftru£tion  and  entertainment  for  the  next  meeting  of  the  Society. 
Queftions,  no  doubt,  were  here  difputed  and  decided,  which  long  experience 
would  have  declined  : but  it  exercifed  their  faculties,  gave  them  both  fides  of 
arguments,  taught  them  to  doubt,  and  habituated  them  to  obfervation. 

Our  colleague  was  one  of  the  firft  members  of  this  affociation,  inftituted  in 
the  autumn  of  the  year  1734,  together  with  the  eminent  Dr.  Cuming  of’Dor- 
chefter,  the  fagacious  Cleghorn,  le£lurer  in  anatomy  at  Dublin,  with  a few 
others,  who,  though  now  removed,  did  honour  in  their  ftations  to  this  inftitu- 
tion,  which  not  only  fubfifts,  but  has  yearly  increafed  in  vigour,  and  is  ho- 
noured with  the  immediate  patronage  of  the  profeffors.  In  a Thefts,  not 
long  fince  dedicated  to  this  fociety  by  a very  ingenious  member* *•,  as  well 

as 


* Dr.  Morgan,  of  Philadelphia,  dedicates  his  Thefts,  publilhed  when  he  took  his  degree  in  the 
year  1763,  “ Societati  Medicinar  Studioforum  in  Academia  Edinburgena  dudum  inftitutae 

In  which  he  bellows,  among  others,  the  following  panegyric:  “ Quippe  qui  recolam  quanto 
“ cum  judicio,  ordine  et  decore  res  veftras  gerantur  ; quanta  fint  in  veftris  ratiociniis  et  fententiis, 

* • turn  libertas  et  candor,  turn  etiam  nam  expertus  refero,  aequus  et  humanus  favor,  ita  ut  faluber- 
“ rimo  hoc  veftro  inftituto,  quo  non  nifi  utililfimae  quasftiones  difcutiuntur,  omnia  confpirant  ad 
“ fcientia:  medicte  ftudium  cum  fru&u  et  emolumento  promovendtim,”  &c. 

In  Dr.  Garland’s  Inaugural  Diflertation,  “ De  Medicamentis  adftringentibus,”  publilhed  alfo 
in  1763,  is  the  following  account  of  it  : 

“ Nec  juvenum  coetas  qui  medicinae  ratione  excolendae  caufa,  feptimo  quoque  die,  inter  fe  in 
“ nofocomio  regio  conveniunt,  ac  quorum  ego  in  numero  per  triennii  fpatium  fui,  deceflurus,  non 
“ mentionem  non  facere  potui. — Celeberrimis  academiae  fcholis,  haec  quafi  alia  fuceedit. — Is 
*'  certe  locus  eft,  ubi  audita  a doftoribus,  e libris  petita,  undecunque  accepta  ad  medicinam  perti- 
“ nens  difciplina,  in  medium  prolata,  ac  ultro,  citroque  in  contrarias  partes  difputando  agitata, 
“ altius  in  omnium  animos  influit : ubi  juventutis  ftudia  gloria  incenduntur,  exercitatione  acuun- 
tur,  animique  ad  multiplicis  ac  fpinofae  fcientite  quaerendas  laborem  perferendum,  propofitis  ex 
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as  from  the  teftimony  of  another  gentleman,  who  had  been  admitted  into 
it,  the  fingular  advantages  that  refult  from  this  afiociation  are  defcribed  in  a 
manner  that  delineates  the  character  of  the  ftudents  in  that  univerfity,  and  does 
honour  to  the  founders  of  the  inftitution. 

Having  finifhed  his  ftudies  in  the  univerfity,  though  without  applying  for  a 
degree  at  that  time,  he  came  to  this  city  in  the  year  1735,  and  foon  after  went 
to  Turky,  and  fettled  about  the  year  1740  at  Aleppo,  in  the  practice  of 
phyfic. 

The  Englifh  factory  at  that  place,  has  frequently  been  conftituted  of  men  of 
property  and  extenlive  knowledge ; they  were  fuch,  when  Dr.  RulTell  fixed 
there  at  the  unanimous  requeft  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  faCtory.  We  have  no 
account  of  any  of  his  predeceflors  being  remarkably  eminent  in  the  practice  of 
phyfic  ; to  take  care  of  the  faCtory,  feems  to  have  been  the  extent  of  their 
views. 

Dr.  Rufiell  applied  himfelf  afiiduoufly  to  gain  a knowledge  of  the  language 
of  the  country,  and  to  become  acquainted  with  the  ableft  of  the  numerous 
practitioners  in  the  place,  who  were  employed  among  the  inhabitants.  He  fuc- 
ceeded  in  both : he  foon  difcovered  the  incapacity  of  thefe  j a few  traditional 
receipts  compofed  the  whole  furniture  of  moft  of  them ; he  found  a few,  how- 
ever, capable  of  information,  and  aflifted  them  to  the  utmoft  of  his  power. 

He  was  foon  applied  to  by  the  inhabitants  of  Aleppo,  of  all  ranks  and  pro- 
fefllons ; Franks,  Greeks,  Armenians,  Maronites,  Jews,  &c.  and  even  by  the 
Turks  themfelves : in  this  inftance  they  forgot  that  he  was  an  unbeliever,  re- 
mitted of  their  ufual  contempt  for  ftrangers,  and  not  only  beheld  him  with  re- 
fpeCt,  but  courted  his  friendfliip,  and  placed  unlimited  confidence  in  his  opi- 
nion. The  pafcha  himfelf  became  acquainted  with  the  merit  of  our  deceafed 
colleague,  confulted  him,  called  him  his  friend,  found  him  upright,  fenfible, 
and  fincere  ; as  a man,  polite  without  flattery,  decent,  but  not  fervile ; as  a 
chriftian,  true  to  his  principles ; difinterefted  and  generous  as  a Briton ; and  in 
point  of  fkill  as  a phyfician,  fuperior  to  every  one.  A natural,  even,  cool  and 
confident  temper ; a freedom  of  behaviour  as  remote  from  confidence  as  con- 
ftraint,  improved  by  reading  and  converfation ; a mind  imbued  with  juft  reve- 
rence of  God,  and  imprefied  with  a fenfe  of  the  duty  we  owe  him ; an  underftand- 
ing  fraught  with  the  principles  of  the  profeflion  to  which  he  had  been  early  de- 
voted (the  pradtice  of  phyfic)  happily  blended  with  great  benevolence ; was  a 

“ fuorum  numero  exemplis  pulcherrimis,  perpelluntur,  poftremo,  ubi  omnes  inter  fe>,  mutua? 

amicitia:  firmiffimum  nettit  vinculum.  Floruit  triginta  prope  annos  his  juvenilis  circulus,  et  ut 
“ seternum  floreat  precor !” 

Soon  after  its  firft  inftitution,  the  writer  of  this  Memorial  was  likewife  a member,  and  knows 
from  experience  the  benefits  refulting  from  it. 
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character  feldom  to  be  met  with  in  the  Afiatic  regions:  this,  however,  was  the 
character  of  our  colleague';  and  I appeal  to  you,  my  affociates,  for  the  juflice 
of  the  portrait. 

The  factory  thought  themfelves  happy  in  fuch  a phyfician,  fuch  a compa- 
nion, fuch  a countryman.  His  clofe  and  intimate  connection  with  the  pafcha 
enabled  him  to  render  to  the  faCtory  the  molt  important  fervices ; and  indeed 
all  the  European  nations,  trading  at  that  place,  were  repeatedly  obliged  to  his 
interpofition,  on  a multitude  of  occalions. 

Seldom  would  the  pafcha  determine  any  intricate  affair,  refpeCting  not  only 
commerce,  but  even  the  interior  police  of  his  government,  without  firft  con- 
fulting  his  phyfician  and  his  friend;  and  as  feldom  deviated  from  the  opinion 
he  propofed : and  fuch  was  the  pafcha’s  refpeCl  for  fo  rare  a character,  and  fuch 
his  friendfhjp  and  determined  refolution  to  do  him  honour,  that  he  even  chofe 
to  oblige  the  people  in  the  Doctor’s  prefence,  and  feldom  punifhed  any  crimi- 
nal but  in  the  Doctor’s  abfence ; that  the  people  might  learn  to ‘think  it  was 
owing  to  the  Doctor’s  interpofition,  that  examples  of  feverity  were  not  more 
frequently  inflicted  *. 

Many  princely  presents  were  the  confequence  of  this  efteem : the  pafcha  did 
not  even  forget  the  Doctor’s  father,  to  whonty  faid  he,  lam  obliged  for  your  affift - 
ance.  He  ordered  prefents  to  be  fent  to  the  worthy  old  man : what  joy  mull 
this  excite  in  an  aged  parent’s  heart,  to  have  fuch  authentic  proofs  of  the  merit 
of  his  fon  from  fo  dillant  a clime,  and  where  the  merit  muff  be  great  to  gain 
fuch  a teftimony  ! — I leave  the  Hiftory  of  Aleppo  to  fpeak  its  author’s  abilities. 

* vAth  regard  to  criminals,  this  behaviour  of  the  pafcha  was  very  remarkable  and  polite;  for, 
when  mitigating  circumftances  occurred  in  favour  of  criminals,  to  induce  the  pafcha  to  fpare 
them,  he  often  difmiffed  them>  with  a caution  to  behave  better  in  time  to  come;  for  they  were  fo 
bad,  that  none  of  their  own  countrymen  durft  fpeak  to  them  ; but  that  they  owed  their  lives  to 
the  Englilh  Dodtor:  though  he  fometimes  before  had  retired,  to  make  way  for  the  neceffary  feve« 
rities  of  juflice,  and  knew  nothing  of  the  matter  till  the  poor  unhappy  wretches  came  to  his 
houfe,  to  fling  themfelves  at  his  feet,  and  with  true  gratitude  thank  him  for  their  lives : and  indeed 
fometimes  the  pafcha  went  fo  far  as  to  tell  the  criminals,  that,  in  his  opinion,  they  certainly  de- 
ferred Death,  but  that  he  durfl  not  order  it,  for  the  Englilh  Dodtor  infilled  on  Mercy.  It  is  rare 
to  find  any  ruler  making  fo  great  a facrifice  of  his  popularity  to  a ftranger,  or  in  fo  polite  a man- 
ner to  transfer  it  to  any  body. — Befides  this  pafcha,  who  ruled  a long  time,  the  others  that  came 
after  him  had  the  greateft  confidence  in  the  Dodlor,  and  intimacy  with  him  ; particularly  one 
pafcha  of  this  place,  an  did  man,  who  had  ruled  the  empire  as  grand  vizier,  and  died  at  Aleppo, 
intrufted  him  with  the  whole  fecrets  of  his  family,  and  depended  on  his  advice. 

The  Dodlor’s  fame  was  perhaps  more  general  over  the  Turkilh  empire,  than  any  phyfician’s  is 
in  Europe  ; well  known  at  court,  and  in  every  province,  he  efcaped  more  than  once  the  difa- 
greeable  circumftance  of  being  fent  for  to  the  Grand  Seignior  in  time  of  the  plague.  His  brother 
was,  in  moll  of  the  trading  towns  in  Turky,  found  out,  by  bearing  the  fame  name,  and  offered 
great  civilities ; and  once  at  Conllantinople,  when  a flight  plague  happened  there,  was  opprefled 
■with  invitations  to  vifit  feveral  great  men,  which  with  difficulty  he  avoided.  W.  R. 
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—It  has  been  already  tranflated  into  other  languages;  and  it  will  be  juftly 
efteemed  one  of  the  moft  important  produdtions  in  medicine,  ihould  ever  that 
fatal  fcourge,  the  plague,  be  permitted  to  come  amongft  us. 

You,  gentlemen,  are  not  ignorant  of  its  worth ; and  to  fay  more  on  this  fub- 
je<ft,  would  be  detracting  as  much  from  your  underftandings,  as  from  your 
friendlhip. 

Suffer  me,  however,  to  recount  one  circumftance,  which  may  not  perhaps  be 
of  fuch  general  notoriety  : 

From  his  thorough  knowledge  of  the  peftilence,  and  the  means  fuccei'stully 
made  ufe  of  to  prevent  infedtion,  in  the  countries  molt  expofed  to  this  fatal  dil7- 
eafe,  he  formed  a defign  of  exciting  the  greateft  commercial  nation  in  the 
world  to  provide  fome  more  effectual  means  than  hitherto  it  had  done,  in  order 
to  prevent  it  from  again  becoming  the  dreadful  theatre  of  peftilential  conta- 
gion.— With  this  view,  in  his  return  from  Turky,  he  vifited  the  moft  famous 
lazarettos,  to  which  he  could  have  accefs,  inquired  into  their  ftruCture,  the  go- 
vernment they  were  under,  and  took  an  account  of  all  the  precautions  they 
ufed  for  prefervation. 

At  Naples,  Leghorn,  and  other  places,  he  had  all  the  opportunities  of  obfer- 
vation  he  could  wifh  for;  and  profited  by  them  to  fuch  a degree,  as  to  be  better 
acquainted  with  the  conduCt  of  the  wifeft  ftates,  in  refpeCt  to  the  means  of  pre- 
vention, than  perhaps  any  other  perfon:  indeed,  his  acquaintance  with  this  fub- 
jeCt,  and  his  experience,  induced  him  to  make  himfelf  mafter  of  every  thing 
appertaining  to  prefervation  from  one  of  the  greateft  of  all  human  calamities. 

And  fo  generally  was  his  great  knowledge  of  this  diftemper  eftablifhed,  that 
in  the  latter  end  of  the  year  1757,  when  our  miniftry  was  alarmed  with  the  re- 
port of  its  being  broke  out  at  Lifbon,  and  earneftly  folicitous  to  take  every  pre- 
caution to  prevent  its  being  imported  into  this  kingdom,  they  thought  no  per- 
fon fo  fit  to  be  confulted  on  the  means  proper  to  be  purfued,  as  our  worthy 
colleague.  DoCtor  Ruffell  received  his  orders  to  attend  the  Privy  Council ; he 
came,  and  gave  fuch  pertinent  and  fatisfaCtory  anfwers  to  the  queftions  pro- 
pofed,  that  he  was  defired  to  communicate  his  information,  and  the  method  he 
propofed  to  prevent  the  fpreading  of  that  calamity,  in  writing.  This  he  ac- 
cordingly did  ; and  fhould  it  pleafe  the  Almighty  hereafter  to  threaten  this  na- 
tion with  that  dreadful  fcourge,  the  profecution  of  the  plans  then  fuggefted  may 
perhaps  greatly  contribute  to  avert  from  us  the  moft  terrible  of  all  difeafes. 

From  the  time  he  left  England,  to  his  return  in  February  1755,  we  had 
maintained  a regular  correfpondence.  I could  not  forbear  mentioning  to  him 
repeatedly,  how  acceptable  a more  accurate  account  of  Aleppo  would  be  to 
this  nation,  and  to  all  Europe ; that  no  perfon  would  probably  ever  ftand  a 
chance  of  fucceeding  in  it  fo  happily  as  himfelf ; that  his  long  refidence  there, 
his  knowledge  of  the  language,  the  manners,  cuftoms,  difeafes  of  the  place, 
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the  great  credit  he  had  acquired  amongft  all  ranks,  by  an  able,  diligent,  and 
ctifmterefted  exertion  of  his  faculties  amongft  them,  his  influence  over  the  paf- 
cha,  and  the  refpedt  paid  him  by  the  Turks  themfelves,  would  facilitate  every 
enquiry.  He  viewed  the  propofal  in  the  fame  light,  collected  materials,  made 
fuitable  enquiries,  and  has  erefled  a lafting  and  honourable  monument  to  his 
memory. 

With  no  fmall  trouble  he  fucceeded  in  procuring  us  the  feeds  of  the  true 
Jcammony.  They  were  raifed  by  my  two  botanical  friends,  the  late  Peter  Col- 
linfon,  and  the  indefatigable  James  Gordon.  Seeds  were  likewife  fent  over  to 
the  fouthern  colonies  of  America,  in  hopes  that  in  a fimilar  foil  and  latitude,  in 
fome  future  time,  we  might  from  thence  have  this  valuable  drug  unadul- 
terated *. 

To  him,  likewife,  we  are  indebted  for  a plant,  that  will  hereafter  be  one  of 
the  greateft  ornaments  of  our  gardens  j-;  as  well  as  for  many  ufeful  intimations,, 
both  in  refpedt  to  his  own  profeflion,  as  to  commerce  in  general. 

He  chofe  this  city  for  his  refidence  at  his  return  to  England,  and  loon  had  a 
confiderable  ftiare  of  employment.  A vacancy  happening  in  St.  Thomas's  hof- 
pital,  about  the  beginning  of  the  year  1759,  he  was  chofen  phyfician,  and  con- 
tinued in  this  ftation  to  the  time  of  his  death,  an  example  of  diligence  and  hu- 
manity to  the  fick,  of  great  medical  abilities  as  a phyfician,  and  as  a gentleman 
irreproachable.  The  Royal  Society,  of  which  he  was  many  years  a worthy 
member,  the  Medical  Society  $,  likewife,  who  early  admitted  him  amongft 

* The  late  Conful  Sherrard,  who  refided  Iong^at  Aleppo*  and  was  one  of  the  moll  eminent  bo- 
tanifts  of  his  time,  endeavoured  long  and  fruitlefsly  to  obtain  the  feeds  of  this  and  fome  other  ca- 
rious plants.  The  Arabs,  who  are  the  people  chiefly  employed  in  thefe  affairs,  not  fo  much 
through  ignorance  as  knavilhnefs,  will  bring  every  kind  of  feed  but  the  right,  and  affert  that  it  is 
the  feed  required.  Dr.  Ruflell  aftured  me,  that  he  had  near  twenty  different  feeds  brought  to  him. 
for  the  feeds  of  the  true  Scammony,  by  different  perfons  employed  to  procure  it  him,  with  promifes 
of  a fuitable  reward.  Amongft  thefe  found,  there  were  two  parcels  of  feeds  alike,  which  corre- 
fponding  to  the  general  charadler,  he  judged  were  the  right;  and  thefe  he  fent  over  to  Eng- 
land. Many  plants  were  raifed  from  them,  and  fome  are  yet  in  the  gardens  of  a few  botanifts  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  London.  We  have  not  received  an  account  of  their  propagation  in  Ame- 
rica ; but  if  the  plant  is  kept  alive  in  this  country,  it  will  probably  be  fent  thither  under  fome 
perfon  more  attentive  to  the  public  benefit  than  his  predeceffors. 

Dr.  Ruffell  publifhed  an  exadt  defcription  of  the  Scammony,  and  the  method  of  colledling  its 
juice,  in  the  iirft  volume  of  the  Medical  Obfervations. 

+ The  Andrachne,  nearly  approaching  to  the  Arbutus,  which  it  furpafles  in  elegance.  An. 
exadt  defcription  of  this  plant  was  given  in  the  Tranfadtions,  by  that  great  botanift  and  excellent 
painter,  the  late  G.  D.  Ehret. 

$ Medical  Society.  About  the  year  1752,  feveral  phyficians  in  London,  chiefly  of  thofe  called 
Licentiates,  agreed  to  form  themfelves  into  a fociety,  for  colledting  and  pubjifhing  all  fuch  obfer- 
vations and  enquiries  in  medicine,  that  feemed  to  deferve  the  public  notice.  This  fociety  has 
fubfifted  ever  fince,  has  publifhed  feveral  volumes,  which  have  been  well  received,  and  will  be  fol- 
lowed  by  others. 
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them,  are  obliged  to  Dr.  RulTell,  and  the  public  through  them,  for  many  va- 
luable communications : his  extenfive  prabtice  at  Aleppo,  his  early  introduc- 
tion into  bulinefs  here  after  his  arrival,  the  multitude  of  objects  under  his  care 
in  the  hofpital,  fupplied  a fund  of  medical  experience,  which  might  have  yielded 
much  benefit  to  fociety,  had  his  life  been  protrabted. 

Need  I recite  how  much  this  fociety  is  indebted  to  his  vigilance  and  acti- 
vity ? Perhaps  it  is  in  a great  meafure  owing  to  him  that  it  exifls. 

Confcious  of  an  uniform  endeavour  to  promote  the  happinefs  of  all  to  the  ut- 
moft  of  his  abilities  in  every  llation  of  life;  accuftomed  to  be  treated  with  a de- 
gree of  refpett,  which  talents  like  his,  fo  uniformly  exerted  in  the  promotion  of 
every  thing  praife-worthy,  had  a right  to  expeft ; he  could  not  eafily  brook  the 
fupercilioufnefs  of  men,  who  were  weak  enough  to  fuppofe,  that  neither  fenfe 
nor  learning,  (kill  nor  experience,  were  the  produce  of  any  other  clime  than 
that  within  the  narrow  limits  of  which  they  themfelves  had  been  confined. 

Impatient  of  indignities  he  had  not  deferved,  and  fatisfied  that  yet  greater 
were  intended  to  others  in  a like  fituation  with  himfelf,  with  a view  to  erebt  a 
reputation  upon  other  men’s  foundations,  he  communicated  his  fentiments  to 
others,  who  had  the  like  apprehenfions ; and  common  danger  has  happily  been 
the  means  of  cementing  a permanent  reciprocal  regard,  and  forming  a regular 
fociety  of  men,  fcarce  known  to  each  other  but  by  name,  but  whofe  views  are 
alike,  felf-prefervation ; and  whofe  talents  for  promoting  the  honour  of  the  art 
they  profefs,  and  the  benefit  of  their  fellow-citizens,  have  acquired  fignal  marks 
of  royal  and  public  approbation. 

If  then  to  him,  with  very  few  coadjutors,  is  owing  the  exiftence  of  this  fo- 
ciety ; if  the  eftablifhment  of  it  has  contributed  to  fecure  no  fmall  part  of  the 
faculty  of  phyfic  in  this  city  from  injury  and  opprefiion  ; if  it  fhould  be  the 
means  of  eftablilhing  the  whole  on  a juft  and  liberal  foundation  ; if  by  it  har- 
mony and  good  intelligence  have  been  promoted  among  individuals,  whofe 
duty  and  intereft,  now  their  inclination  likewife,  leads  them  to  be  united  ; our 
grateful  acknowledgments  are  molt  certainly  due  to  that  man,  who  laboured 
molt  afliduoufiy  to  promote  thefe  advantages  ; and  to  his  memory  let  us  pay  a 
grateful  tribute  for  his  unwearied  endeavours  to  ferve  the  community,  and  the 
important  fervices  he  rendered  it  to  the  lateft  period  of  his  life. 

For  my  own  part,  when  I recollect  what  I have  loft  in  him,  the  fenfible,  firm, 
and  upright  friend,  the  able,  honeft,  and  experienced  phyfician,  the  pleaiing  in- 
ftrubtive  companion  of  a focial  hour,  expreftion  fails  me. 

Should  this  Account  ever  pafs  beyond  the  circle  of  Dr.  Rufiell’s  perfonal  ac- 
quaintance, perhaps  it  would  be  to  them  fome  gratification  to  know,  that  he 
was  in  refpect  of  ftature  rather  tall  than  middling,  well  made,  of  a frefh  fan- 
guine  complexion,  grave  in  his  deportment,  chearful  in  converfation,  aftive  in 
the  bufinefs  of  his  profefiion,  and  fagacious ; an  attentive  and  diligent  obfer- 
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ver,  clear  in  his  intentions,  manly  in  his  prefcriptions,  and  in  his  condud  to 
the  lick,  benevolent  and  difcreet. 

. Animated  by  his  example,  let  us  purfue  the  arduous  track  of  public  virtue ; 
and  having,  like  him,  fupported  the  dignity  of  our  profeflion,  by  dealing,  with 
a liberal  hand  to  all,  the  bleflings  of  health,  to  the  utmoft  of  our  abilities,  and 
done  honour  to  our  fpecies,  by  the  conftant  exercife  of  uprightnefs,  candour, 
and  benignity,  we  may  clofe  the  fcene,  in  full  pofiefiion  of  all  that  deferves  the 
name  of  human  felicity. 
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ct’HJT  Dr.  Fothergill  had  formed  a decided  opinion  upon  political  matters,  is 
well  known  and  thofe  opinions  he  has  occafionally  exhibited  in  print , under  va- 
rious fignatures , but  never  JubJcribed  with  his  own  name : he  was  more  anxious  to 
correct  the  judgment  of  others,  than  to  difplay  the  fuperiority  of  his  own.  Happy 
would  it  have  been  for  this  country,  had  the  influence  of  his  writings  been  equal  to 
their  importance  and  fagacity  : few  men  were  better  acquainted  with  the  American 
Colonies,  and  the  difpofition  of  their  inhabitants  and,  forefeeing  what  might  pro- 
bably ref ult  from  the  profecution  of  certain  meafures,  which  to  him  appeared  ill-timed 
and  impolitic,  he  publijhed  the  following  Confi derations,  fo  early  as  the  year  1765, 
long  before  the  Jword  was  imbrued  in  blood  which  to  this  day  might  have  remained 
without  a fiain , had  the  knowledge  and  penetration  of  thofe  in  power  been  equal  t@ 
his  own . Editor. 
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NORTH  AMERICAN  COLONIES* 


THE  affairs  of  North  America  are  or  fo  much  importance  to  this  king- 
dom, that  I make  no  apology  for  offering  a few  thoughts  on  this  fubjed 
to  the  confideration  of  the  public.  ^ 

For  whether  we  look  at  the  well-being  and  content  of  near  two  million  of 
Englifn  fubjeds,  on  that  Continent,  defcended  from  and  infeparably  conneded 
with  ourfelves  ; or  weigh  the  effects,  which  their  difcontent  and  unhappinefs 
muff  unavoidably  produce  on  this  country  - fcaree  a more  important  objed  can 
prefent  itfelf  to  an  Englishman. 

The  interefts  and  affairs  of  the  neighbouring  kingdoms  and  Hates  in  Europe, 
affed  us  in  a very  remote  degree,  however  we  may  have  been  accuftomed  to 
confider  them,  when  compared  with  thofe  of  our  own  Colonies,  and  the  effeds 
that  naturally,  inevitably  arife  from  the  loyalty  and  affedion,  or  the  difguff  and 
ill-will  of  fo  large  a part  of  our  fellow-fubjeds : men,  indeed,  who  are  bound 
to  us  by  duty,  but  whofe  dift&nce  from  us  would  render  it  difficult  for  this 
kingdom  to  keep  them  always  under  the  reftraints  of  duty,  fliould  they  ever 
find  it  their  intereft  to  attempt  in  earned  a diffolution  of  that  facred  bond ; and 
either  concert  the  means  of  fhaking  off  their  dependance  on  us,  by  their  own 
force,  or  court  the  protedion  of  fome  other  power,  till  they  were  able  to  un- 
fetter uhemfelves  from  the  temporary  aid  they  had  choien  to  rely  on,  and  Hand 
upon  their  own  foundation. 

That  this  may  be  the  cafe,  in  fome  future  period,  fhould  they  think  them- 
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felves  hardly  dealt  by,  may  not  be  improbable.  It  therefore  becomes  us  to- 
forefee,  and  by  the  moft  prudent  and'  equitable  means  to  prevent,  the  confe- 
quences  of  fuch  an  event,-  confequences  the  moft  ferious  in  their  nature,  de- 
ftrudive  in  their  tendency  to  Great  Britain  and  her  Colonies,  who  ought  to* 
tremble  even  at  the  moft  diftant  apprehenfion  of  fuch  a fatal  revolution.. 

If  we  enquire  into  the  conduct  of  the  wifeft  ftates  tp  their  diftant  colonies,  we 
fhall  find  it  always  to  have  been  to  treat  them  with  kindnefs  and  indulgence, 
to  engage  them  to  look  back  to  the  mother  country  with  duty  and  affedion, 
and  to  recompenfe  the  protedion  they  have  enjoyed  by  the  produce  of  their  la- 
bours, their  commerce,,  and,  when  needed,  their  afliflanoe. 

We  meet  not  with  many  inftances,  comparatively,  even  of  diftant  conquered 
countries  revolting,  till  caufes  of  ftrong  difguft  had  fown  the  feeds-  of  difcon- 
tent,  and  fucceeding  ads  of  oppreffion  and  injuftice  had  ripened  them  into  re- 
bellion.. 

Colonies  fprung  from  Britain,  will-  bear  much ; but  it  is  to  be  remembered,, 
that  they  are  the  fons  of  freedom,  and  what  they  have  been  early  taught  to 
look  upon  as,  virtue  in  their  anceftors,  will  not  foon  be  forgot  by  them.  Nay, 
they  will  the  fooner  be  apt  to  vindicate  their  wrongs,  and  perhaps  in  an  impro- 
per manner,  the  more  ftrongly  thefe  principles  have  been  inftilled,  and  the 
more  diftant  they  are  from  the  fource  of  power,  and  proper  information.. 

North  America,  for  the  moft  part,  fince  the  time  of  its  being  difcovered  by 
Europeans,  has  received  its  inhabitants  from  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  r great 
numbers,  indeed,  have  flocked,  from  Germany,  and  forne  otther  parts  of  Europe, 
from  tyranny  and  oppreffion,  to  our  Colonies,  as  a land  of  eafe  and  freedom.. 
Thefe  efteem  themfelves  Britifh  fubjeds,  equally  with  the  offspring,  of  Britain  : 
they  all  look  upon  this  as  their  mother  country",  intereft  themfelves  in  its  fafety 
and  happinefs,  and  efteem  themfelves  under  every  obligation  that  fociety  ad- 
mits of,  to  contribute  to  the  profperity  of  Britain  ■>  for  in  this  they  contribute  to 
their  own. 

The  late  conquefts  from  France,  are  not  included  in  this  account.  The  inc 
habitants  derived  their  origin  from  France,  as  the  inhabitants  of  our  own  Co- 
lonies fprung  from  hence.  Yet  of  thefe,  a great  number  are  acquiring,  and 
by  a juft  and  equal  government  will  further  acquire,  the  like  focial  regard  for 
the  intereft  of  this  country,  as  they  have  done  for  another.  Time  and  good 
treatment  ftrangely  metamorphofe  enemies  into  friends. 

If  then  the  reigning  difpofition  in  our  own  Colonies,  has  always  been  to 
confider  this  as  their  mother  country  ; the  country  wherein  their  hopes  of  pro- 
tedion  center  3 to  which  they  look  with  gratitude  and  affedion,  and  to  which 
they  chearfully  bring  all  the  produce  of  their  labour  and  commerce  they-  can 
fpare,  to  exchange  for  its  manufadures,  an  exchange  which  gives  bread  to 
thoufands,  riches  to  many  individuals,  and  vaft  ftrength  to  the  ftate  if  we 
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•confider  them  in  this  point  of  view,  and  in  fuch  a point  they  have  ever  been 
confidered  by  all  who  knew  any  thing  of  America,  till  the  prefent  unhappy 
period;  it  admits  not  of  a doubt,  what  kind  of  regard  is  due  to  the  Americans, 
or  what  manner  of  treatment  it  is  the  intereft  of  Britain  to  exercife  towards 
'them. 

And  here  it  may  be  proper  to  explain  what  was  meant  by  afferting,  that  the 
affairs  of  our  neighbours  in  Europe,  affect  us  in  a remote  degree,  compared 
with  our  Colonies.  The  Colonies  not  only  bring  an  increafe  of  revenue  by 
their  traffick,  confume  vaft  quantities  of  our  manufactures,  produce,  and  will 
ftill  increafe  in  producing,  many  raw  materials;  but  they  are  fo  fituated,  their 
numbers  fo  increafed,  their  martial  abilities  fo  well  known,  as  to  give  vaft  ad- 
dition to  the  confequence  of  Great  Britain. 

The  maritime  powers  well  know  this;  they  fee,  they  feel  our  growing  influ- 
ence ; and  that  if  we  encourage  and  protect  our  Colonies,  as  we  have  done, 
the  enemies  of  Britain  have  every  thing  to  dread,  its  friends  every  thing  to 
hope  from  the  wife  management  of  the  power  we  poffefs  : how  eafily  are  fleets 
or  armies  recruited  for  an  American  or  Weft  Indian  expedition,  from  two 
millions  of  people  juft  upon  the  fpot ! With  what  expedition  and  fecrecy  can 
an  armament  be  fitted  out,  of  great  ftrength,  from  an  American  port,  to  annoy 
the  Weft  India  fettlements  of  thofe  who  may  ever  think  it  ’ their  intereft  to 
quarrel  with  us ! But  this  power  may  be  deemed  to  be  yet  in  its  infancy  : its 
growth  indeed  is  rapid,  and  wifdom  is  requifite  to  guide  its  efficacy  to  proper 
ends : this  power  is,  however,  Britifh,  and  will  choofe  to  be  fubfervient  to  the 
intereft  of  the  parent,  if  the  connexion  is  maintained  as  it  ought  to  be. 

But  fhould  this  happy  connexion  be  ever  fhaken,  or  weakened  by  any  means  ; 
fhould  the  lull  of  dominion  at  home,  or  fhould  avarice  banifh  the  remem- 
brance, that  the  Americans  are  fons,  and  conceive  a defign  to  enflave  and  fetter 
a free  people,  all  thefe  glorious  profpedts  vanifh  as  a dream.  If  they  prove  re- 
fractory, and  fubmit  unwillingly  to  reftraints,  which  they  think  fu-bver.fi ve  of 
their  liberties ; and  fhould  we  aim,  by  force,  to  bring  them  to  our  terms  ; is 
not  the  houfe  indeed  divided  againft  itfelf,  the  kingdom  fplit  ? and  inftead  of 
poffeffing  a force  capable  of  fupporting  ourfelves  and  confederates,  againft  all 
human  oppofition,  and  of  awing  into  good  behaviour,  thofe  who  envy  our  hap- 
pinefs  and  good  fortune,  we  leffen  our  influence  in  proportion  to  the  exertion 
of  our  ftrength,  and  wafte  our  force  in  cutting  the  veins  that  fupply  vitality 
and  vigour,  and  tearing  off  thofe  finews  on  which  depend  the  exertions  of  our 
power. 

How  much  better  for  the  whole  would  it  be,  if  any  diftinftion  is  to  be  made, 
to  treat  thofe  diftant  fubjedts  with  particular  indulgence  ; and  indeed  they  de- 
ferve  it.  For  whatever  the  motives  of  their  migration  may  have  been,  the  ef- 
fects of  this  migration  have  undoubtedly  been  fignally  beneficial  to  this  coun- 

3 L 2 try; 


444  Confederations  relative  to  the  North  American  Colonies. 

try ; and  fome  degree  of  gratitude  feems  due  even  to  thole  who  have  done  u> 
a kindnefs,  though  without  defigning  it. 

When  the  firft  Englilh  adventurers  arrived  in  America,  the  lands  were  of  no 
ufe,  no  advantage  to  us.  What  little  was  added  to  the  common  flock,  was 
produced  by  barter  with  the  natives,  and  this  was  but  an  inconfiderable  acqui- 
fition.  When  the  Englilh  began  to  fettle,  to  clear  and  cultivate,  then  began 
the  real  acquilition  of  wealth  to  the  common  national  Hock.  Every  acre  was. 
an  addition  of  fubftantial  value,  as  the  produce,  or  the  greateft  part  of  it,  was. 
deftined  for  the  mother  country,  in  return  for  her  produce  and  manufactures.. 
From  fingle  plantations,  they  hfive  increafed  to  colonies  and  provinces ; go- 
vernments refpedtable  in  themfelves,  and  which  have  done  credit  to  their  mo- 
ther country  in  abundance  of  inllances,  by  the  wifdomof  their  inllitutions,  and. 
the  virtue  of  their  adminiftrations.  How  oft  have  they  already  fupplied  their 
parent  with  important  and  effectual  aids,  both  in  peace  and  war ! 

Under  Providence,  it  folely  depends  upon  ourfelves,  whether  this  power, 
lhall  increafe  or  dimirtifh  ; whether  it  fhall  be  for  us,  or  againft  us.  Wife  and. 
gentle  methods  will  ever  ftrengthen  this  union,  will  encourage  population,  cul- 
tivation, commerce,  whilfl  the  produce  of  all  centers  in  Britain.  Harfh  and. 
ungracious  means  will  as  neceffarily  weaken  the  union,  will  make  them  defirous 
of  forgetting  that  they  are  of  Englilh  defcent,  will  lelfen  their  duty  and  alle- 
giance, and  teach  them  to- think  hardly  of  a country,  to  which  they  indeed 
owe  their  original,  but  which  they  find  difpofed  to  difinherit  them,  and  to. 
deny  them  the  privileges  of  their  birthright.  Such  means  will. infallibly  kindle. 
iealoufies,  fpread  difcontent  and  difaffedtion,  and  put  a flop  to  induftry,  and  to 
every  virtuous  aim  or  emulation. 

People  under  fuch  circumflances,  impatiently  look  forward  to- that  indepen- 
dency, which  their  fituation  favours ; and  this  the  more  eagerly,  in  proportion, 
to  the  prejudices  they  have  early  imbibed  againft  a-  government  they  think  op- 
preffrve  : they  grudge  to  contribute  to  the  fupport  of  a ftate  that  threatens  to. 
abridge  their  liberties;  and  difcontent  prompts  them  to  enquire  by  what  means, 
they  can  moft  fafely  give  vent  to  their  revenge.  They  make  a virtue  of  their, 
neceffities,  grow  frugal,  either  make  a fhift  without,  or  fupply  by  their  own  in- 
dufcry,  many  articles  of  commerce,  the  product  of  the  mother  country :.  trade 
then  begins  to  languifh  at  home  ; the  merchants  will  firft  feel  the  effedts  of  this, 
decay,  the  manufadturers  fuffer  next,  but  without  knowing  the  caufe.  The. 
landed  intereft  then  finds  it-felf  embarrafled  ; yet  how  few  are  able  to  trace  up 
the  caufe  of  this  general  diftrefs  ! The  remoteft  parts  of  this  kingdom  already 
feel,  and  will  yet  feel  more  dreadfully,  the  fatal  effedts  of  fuch  an  unhappy 
condudt. 

Far  from  charging  the  authors  of  thefe  unhappy  effedts,  with  a defign  of  op- 
treffuig  the  Americans,  I am  only  recounting  the  effedts  enfuing  from  their  con- 
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dudt.  That  the  Americans  think  themfelves  opprejfed , or  defigned  to  be  op- 
preffed,  is  mod  certain:  witnefs  the  univerfal  oppofition  to  the  late  intended  re- 
gulations on  that  continent. 

Let  us  view  what  mult  happen  amongft  them  on  this  occafion  : children  and 
youth  are  difpofed  early  to  imbibe  the  language  and  fentiments  of  their  pa- 
rents ; they  remember,  during  their  lives,  and  are  often  ruled  by,  the  pafTionate 
didtates  of  their  forefathers.  What  a profpedt  this  for  Britain  ! One  ill- 
advifed,  unneceffary  adt,  has  imbittered  the  minds  of  almoft  all  the  inhabitants 
of  America.  The  youth  will  receive  the  tindture,  and  it  is  needlefs  to  expatiate 
on  the  effedts.  An  age  will  not  expunge  the  unhappy  impreffions : 

Servabit  odorem 

tTeJla  din. 

He,  who  by  wrong  meafures,  and  imprudent  counfels,  alienates  the  affedtions 
of  the  people  from  their  fovereign,  is  the  greateft  enemy  to  the  happinefs  of 
die  king;  and  the  profperity  of  his  fubjedts  : and  the  more  univerfal  the  difaf- 
fedtion,  and  the  more  remote  the  fubject  from  better  information,  the  greater  is 
the  detriment..  It  is  laying  a fure  foundation  for  independency  in  the  colonies, 
and  involving  both  them  and  the  parent  in  difcontent  and  ruin. 

Thoufands  of  manufadturers  are  already  turned  out  of  employ ; multitudes 
foon  muft  follow.  The  landed  intereft  muff  then  fupport  them,  or  they  muff 
perifh.  Thus,  in  hopes  to  fave  a few  pence  in  the  pound,  at  the  expence  of 
America,  have  we  faddled  ourlelves  with  an  additional  poor’s  rate  of  ten  times 
the  amount,  and  ruined  our  commerce,  till  wifer-  meafures  bring  it  back  to  its 
former  channel. 

Should  any  ambitious  neighbouring  power  embrace  the  prefent  jundture  to 
revenge  their  pafl  difgraces,  can  we  be  fure  that  the  Americans  will  imme- 
diately forget  their  animofities.  againft  us,  and  join  with  their  former  zeal  in  our 
affiftance  ? To  adt  againft.  us  they  never  will,  till  opprefiion,  grievous  oppref- 
fion,  convinces  them,  that  they  are  no  longer  deemed  the  offspring  of  Britain, 
and  have  no  longer  to  expect  the  inheritance  of  their  anceftors,  Britifh  freedom, 
and  a Britifh  king  for  their  fovereign.. 

The  adminiftration  of  government  in  America  has.  hitherto,  for  the  moft  part, 
been  eafy  to  the  fubjedt.  Such  of  the  governors  lent  amongft  them,  who  were 
acquainted  with  men  and  things,  held  the  reins  with  eafe  and  gentlenefs ; they 
faw  that,  for  the  moft  part,  the  early  colonifts  were  fuch  as  inclined  to  republi- 
can fentiments ; they  fa w that  their  remote,,  independent,  unconnected  ftate, 
favoured  thofe  fentiments,  and.  that  they  fubmitted  to  rellraint  with  impatience. 
Indeed,  if  foils,  climates,  fituations,  difpofe  mankind  to  peculiar  habits,  the 
genius  of  America  feems  to  favour  freedom.  The  aboriginal  natives  of  the 
northern  part  d£  this  hemifphere,  are,  perhaps,  the  moft  free  and  unreftrained 
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of  any  in  the  known  world.  To  unveil  at  once  the  mod  unfavourable  parts  of 
monarchy  to  fuch  a people,  was  certainly  the  mod  unlikely  means  of  gaining 
the  good  opinion  of  fubjeXs  almoft  bordering  on  republican  madnefs.  To  re- 
fcriX  their  foreign  commerce,  by  which  they  fubfifted ; to  impofe  domeftic 
taxes,  without  their  concurrence,  whilfl:  they  were  overloaded  with  provincial 
debts,  contraXed  to  fupport  the  Britifh  caufe ; to  annihilate,  inllead  of  reXify- 
ing,  their  medium  of  commerce ; to  fink  them  at  once,  in  their  own  opinion, 
from  the  full  fruition  of  liberty,  to  the  lowefb  ftate  of  conquered  countries,  was 
too  hardy  a ftep  in  a reafonable  adminiftration  ; and  thofe  who  have  the  con- 
duct of  the  helirqat  prefent,  muft  feel  the  weight,  the  baneful  influence  of  fuch 
fatal  regulations. 

A Britifli  parliament  has  certainly  power  to  do  many  things,  which  they  have 
no  right  to  do.  They  have  power  to  enaX  what  laws  they  think  fit,  refpeXing 
any  part  of  the  Britilh  fubjeXs  ; but  ftill  it  is  to  be  remembered,  that  reafon  is 
the  fupreme  law,  and  any  thing  inconfiftent  with  it,  is  void  in  itlelf.  The  dif- 
tance  of  America  renders  it  impoflible  for  its  inhabitants  to  be  properly  repre- 
fented  in  a parliament  of  Great  Britain.  The  very  title  of  the  parliament  fhews, 
that  the  Americans  are  yet  no  part  of  it;  and  confequently  to  fubjeX  them  to 
laws,  in  the  making  of  which  they  have  no  voice,  and  can  have  none,  is  ftrik- 
ing  at  the  root  of  our  own  conftitution. 

Let  us  look  back  to  the  difcovery  of  America  by  Englifli  fubjeXs ; view 
their  rife,  progrefs,  eftablifhments,  and  connexions  with  their  mother  country ; 
and  we  flaall  foon  obferve,  that  thofe  who  advifed  meafures  of  the  kind  hinted 
at,  have  robbed  the  crown  of  one  of  its  moft  eflential  privileges,  and  feem  to 
be  guilty  of  little  lefs  than  high  treafon. 

An  adventurer  difcovers  an  unknown  country,  unpoflefled  by  any  potentate, 
with  whom  either  law  or  cuftom  has  eftabliflied  any  formal  connexions  ; he 
treats  with  the  native  inhabitants,  purchafes  a traX  of  country  from  them,  re- 
turns home,  and  applies  to  his  fovereign  for  leave  to  fettle,  and  propofes  terms 
of  cultivation. 

A charter  granting  pofleflion,  agreeable  to  the  terms  of  pofle  fling  Englifh 
property,  and  certain  privileges  to  encourage  the  adventurer  to  fettle  in  fo  re- 
mote a place,  are  agreed  upon,  and  confirmed.  His  family,  relatives,  and 
friends,  tranfport  themfelves  to  the  diftant  fettlement ; confiding  in  the  right  of 
his  fovereign  to  grant  him  the  property,  and  the  privileges  of  his  birthright — 
laws  for  the  good  government  of  the  fettlers,  confonant  to  the  laws  of  their  na- 
tive country.  This  confidence  acquires  by  time  the  full  influence  of  a funda- 
mental principle,  and  occupies  the  minds  of  thofe  to  whom  it  is  granted,  with 
a degree  of  force  not  eafily  to  be  obliterated. 

They  think  that  if  the  charter  conftituting  thefe  regulations  is  defeXive,  it 
may  foon  become  a doXrine,  that  their  property  is  alfo  precarious ; and  that 
9 every 


Confiderations  relative  to  the  North  American  Colonies-. . 447 

every  attempt  to  deprive  the  Americans  of  any  degree  of  that  freedom,  which 
was  at  firft  granted  them,  unlefs  fome  obvious  tendency  to  malverfation  ap- 
pears, may  foqn  be  followed,  by  taking  from  them  the  property  and  poffeiTion 
they  enjoy  by  virtue  of  the  fame  charter. 

The  Americans  never  feem  to  have  difputed  the  right  of  the  Britifh  parlia- 
ment, to  regulate  their  trade  and  affairs,  fo  as  to  prevent  them  from  interfering 
with  the  advantage  of  the  mother  country.  They  confider  themfelves  as  a part 
of  that  great  whole,  over  which  the  Britifh  parliament  prefides,  and  in  every 
reafonable  inftance  yield  to  its  authority.  They  pay  duties,  impofts,  taxes  laid 
upon  their  commerce  agreeable  to  the  laws  of  navigation.  They  trade  to  fome 
places,  omit  trading  to  others ; they  export  goods  to  one  part  of  the  world,  and 
not  to  another,  juft  as  the  laws  eftablilhed  for  the  good  of  the  whole  direft ; 
and  this  is  but  their  reafonable  duty. 

The  parliament  of  Great  Britain  has,  moft  undoubtedly,  a right  to  direct  all 
this ; and  every  tranfgreffor  againft  regulations,  calculated  for  the  good  of  the 
whole,  and  to  reftrain  one  part  of  the  community  from  availing  themfelves  of 
any  circumftances  in  their  fituation  that  might  tend  to  the  detriment  of  another, 
is  juftly  punifhable. 

But  if  we  ftep  further,  May  not  that  right  at  lead  be  doubted  ? I am  an  Eng- 
lifhman,  a Britifh  fubjedt ; the  parliament  has  power  to  deprive  me  of  any  part 
of  my  property  they  think  fit,  and  to  iu-bjedt  me  to  every  poftible  degree  of  mi- 
fery  and  wretchednefs ; but  if  I have  done  nothing  to  deferve  it,  power  only 
gives  them  no  right  to  do  it. 

If  I miftake  not,  when  contributions  are  to  be  raifed  in  a conquered  country, 
the  vanquifhed  have  always  liberty  to  raife  the  fum  demanded,  in  what  manner 
they  think  convenient.  And  ought  our  colonies  to  be  placed  in  a worfe  fitua- 
tion, than  countries  fubdued  by  the  force  of  arms  ? deprived  of  the  privilege  of 
raffing  money  expected  from  them,  for  the  aid  of  government,  in  the  manner 
moft  eafy  to  the  individuals  who  muft  pay  it  ? Nothing  can  afford  ftronger 
proofs,  both  of  the  reafbnablenefs  and  neceftity  of  leaving  this  power  with  the 
colonies,  wherever  the  right  may  be  lodged,  than  the  acts  that  have  occa- 
floned  a difcontent  through  the  colonies,  next  to  madnefs,  a univerfal  .ftagna- 
tion  of  commerce,  and  the  ruin  of  a multitude  of  induftrious  Britifh  manufac- 
turers. A trilling  inftance  will  fuffice  to  demonftrate  this  affertion  to  enter 
into  a full  detail  of  all  would  exceed  my  leifure  and  abilities. 

The  ftamp  act  directs  the  like  duties  to  be  paid,  for  the  public  news-  papers, 
and  the  advertffements  contained  in  them,  as  in  England-  Heretofore,  as  no 
duty  was  paid,  an  American  could  advertife  the  lofs  of  a cow,  a horfe,  or  a hog, 
and  fometimes  things  of  lefs  value,  at  a little  expence.  The  news-papers 
being  cheap,  came  into  many  hands,  and  ftrays,  in  their  wildernefs  country, 
were  often  by  this,  means  recovered.  But  all  this  is  now  at  an  end.  The 
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news-papers  will  be  dropped  in  many  places ; in  others,  the  price  of  circulating- 
intelligence  will  become  too  expenfive ; and  thus  the  poor  American,  who  needs 
it  molt,  has  it  leaf!  in  his  power  to  recover  his  fubftance,  through  this  eafy  and 
effectual  means.  Were  thefe  duties  only  framed  to  reflrain  the  liberty  of  the 
prefs  in  America,  the  operation  of  this  law  will  do  it  effectually,  and  the  pre- 
cedent may  in  future  times  be  pleaded  nearer  home. 

It  may  feem  to  many,  that  charters  for  American  governments  were  granted 
without  much  confideration,  without  regard  to  any  thing  but  the  petitioner’s 
requeft.  But  this  is  a great  miftake.  It  was  exprefsly  covenanted,  that  the  ad- 
venturers fhould  perform  certain  conditions  on  their  fide ; in  confideration  of 
which,  they  were  to  enjoy  certain  benefits.  With  what  right  then  can  any  man, 
or  any  body  of  men,  interfere  in  fuch  folemn  compacts,  unlefs  fufficient  caufe 
is  adminiftered  ? What  difcouragement  would  hence  arife  to  future  fettle- 
ments ! what  diminution  of  regal  authority ! an  authority  wifely  fuppofed  ever 
to  fubfift  in  the  crown,  for  public  benefit. 

This  way  of  reafoning  feems  juft  to  the  writer,  as  well  as  to  the  Americans  in 
general  who  live  under  thefe  grants,  and  who  little  fufpeCt  that  the  tenure  of 
their  property,  the  enjoyment  of  their  liberties,  the  poffeffion  of  every  tiling 
they  efteem  valuable,  is  entirely  at  the  mercy  of  men  totally  ignorant  of  their 
condition  .and  abilities ; nay,  many  of  whom  may  juflly  be  fuppofed,  from  what 
has  happened,  to  be  altogether  ignorant  that  they  are  the  defcendants  of  Eng- 
lifhmen,  claim  the  like  privileges,  and  look  up  to  the  fame  royal  fovereign  for 
protection. 

Canada,  and  its  dependencies,  a vaft  country,  fuperior  in  extent,  equal  in 
number  of  inhabitants  to  fome  ancient  empires,  that  make  no  contemptible 
figure  in  hiftory,  is  a conquered  country ; it  belonged  to  the  French,  was  a 
thorn  in  our  fides,  and  was  at  length  wrefted  from  them,  by  great  military  vir- 
tue, and  the  permiflion  of  Providence.  Conditions  of  furrender  were  flipu- 
lated,  and  thefe  itipuiations  are  to  be  the  bafis  of  all  regulations  in  that  coun- 
try. If  no  exprefs  agreement  was  made,  that  they  fhould  enjoy  the  Britifh  pri- 
vilege,of  having  no  monies  raifed  upon  them,  but  by  the  confent  of  their  re- 
presentatives, the  Britifh  parliament  have  a right,  as  well  as  power,  to  make 
what  afTefTments  upon  it  they  think  fit.  But  it  is  apprehended,  that  the  cafe  of 
our  colonies  fprung  from  ourfelves,  and  living  under  charters  exprefsly  grant- 
ing them  particular  exemptions,  is  very  different.  Otherwife  there  would  be  no 
advantage  to  have  been  born  the  fubjeCts  of  Great  Britain,  fince  they  muff 
yield  to  the  fame  harfh  terms  which  men  fubjeCted  by  the  fword,  have  been 
fubjeCted  to  ; be  governed  by  laws,  and  their  property  difpofed  of  by  regula- 
tions, in  the  making  of  which  they  have  no  voice,  can  give  no  diffent. 

The  public  prints  inform  us  fufficiently  of  the  difquietude  which  thefe  im- 
prudent meafures  have  produced  : the  adminiflration,  doubtlefs,  have  yet  more 
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perplexing  accounts ; riots,  tumults,  and  every  fpecies  of  anarchy,  that  people, 
mad  with  the  profpeft  of  oppreflion,  can  exemplify. 

What  can  be  done  under  fuch  circumdances  ? To  reverfe  thefe  fatal  afts 
and  regulations,  may  feem  to  encourage  a licentious  rabble  to  oppofe  every  aft 
of  power,  however  conducive  to  the  public  good,  if  it  fquared  not  with  popu- 
lar opinion.  To  perfevere  in  a refolution  to  fubjeft  fuch  untraftable  fpirits, 
even  by  force,  if  it  was  necefiary,  would  be  next  to  didraftion.  Our  wife 
neighbours  already  fee  this,  and  rife  in  their  demands,  increafe  in  their  obdi- 
nate  refufal  to  our  claims,  in  proportion  to  the  profpeft  of  this  difunion.  A 
dangerous  precedent  on  one  hand,  as  fome  may  think,  to  reverfe  without  trial 
an  aft  of  the  fupreme  legiflature  : on  the  other,  a ruinous  civil  difcord.  Thefe 
are  among  the  unfortunate  legacies  to  the  prefent  admin iftration. 

It  may  perhaps  be  replied,  that  the  Americans  ought  to  be  reduced  to  reafon 
by  any  means,  rather  than  the  fupreme  authority  of  a Britifli  legiflature  fhould 
be  treated  with  oppofition  or  contempt : that  they  ought  to  have  remondrated 
againd  grievances  when  felt,  and  not  to  revolt  againd  government  for  imagi- 
nary evils.  All  this  is  granted.  But  let  us  for  a moment  place  ourfelves  in 
their  fituation. 

Many  of  thefe  people  fled  from  tyranny  and  oppreflion,  and  took  all  the  care 
they  could,  in  the  charters  they  obtained,  to  have  as  much  freedom,  as  the  ge- 
nius of  our  conditution  could  allow. 

Their  fons  have  been  taught  to  edeem  thefe  privileges  as  the  molt  facred  de- 
pofit,  and  in  defence  of  which  they  ought  to  rifque  every  thing. 

When  the  refolutions  of  parliament  were  fent  over  to  America,  and  the  inha- 
bitants found  the  privileges  which  they  deemed  mod  facred,  were  to  be  abo- 
lifhed  for  ever;  what  could  be  expefted  from  perfons  bred  up  almod  in  inde- 
pendency, and  full  of  republican  fentiments?  They  were  ftruck  with  the  deeped 
adonifhment ; they  attempted  to  remondrate — fome  with  as  much  temper  as 
could  be  expefted  from  people  in  this  fituation  ; others,  with  fuch  evident  to- 
kens of  refentment,  as  plainly  indicated  that  reafon  had  for  the  time  forfook 
them. 

But  when  they  were  informed  by  their  agents,  that  their  remondrances  could 
not  be  heard;  that  the  meafure  was  finally  refolved  on,  without  their  being  al- 
lowed to  explain  themfelves  in  any  manner ; and  that  they  had  no  part  left,  but 
to  fubmit;  the  rage  of  the  populace  broke  all  bounds,  and  they  have  proceeded 
to  fuch  lengths,  as  their  warmed  advocates  can  by  no  means  juflify. 

Let  it  likewife  be  remembered,  that  when  the  damp  duty  was  laid  upon  this 
nation,  it  was  only  one  quarter  part  of  the  prefent.  It  has  rifen  by  degrees  to 
what  it  is,  as  the  riches  of  the  country  could  bear  it. 

America  was  by  no  means  fo  rich  as  England,  when  this  duty  commenced ; 
yet  the  people  are  taxed  not  only  as  high  as  the  Englilh,  but  as  much  higher, 
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as  a Shilling  is  more  valuable  in  America  than  in  England,  which  in  Tome  pro- 
vinces, I apprehend,  is  a third,  if  not  one  half  more  ; that  is,  a drilling  fterling 
in  England  is  equal  to  is.  6d.  or  as.  in  the  colonies.  So  that  at  one  ilep, 
not  only  a tax  is  laid  upon  them  without  their  confent ; but,  confidering  their 
poverty  compared  with  England,  and  the  difference  of  exchange,  the  load  is 
heavier  than  this  country  would  ever  fubmit  to.  A convincing  proof,  how  ne- 
ceffary  it  is  that  all  internal  taxes  fhould  every  where  be  raifed,  only  by  the  re- 
prefentatives  of  thofe  who  pay  them  ! 

It  has  been  alleged,  and  moil  weakly  alleged,  that  the  Americans  are  repre- 
fented,  as  much  as  copyholders,  as  many  large  towns  and  populous  communities 
in  this  kingdom.  It  is  amazing  how  fuch  an  opinion  could  poffefs  the  mind 
of  any  man  of  reflection.  There  is  not  a man  in  this  kingdom,  be  his  condi- 
tion ever  fo  low  in  life,  who  may  not  be  faid  to  have  an  influence  in  the  choice 
of  our  reprefentatives,  though  not  worth  a Angle  fhilling.  He  can  at  leaf!; 
make  part  of  the  mob,  and  huzza  for  the  man  he  likes.  But  if  he  has  property, 
his  influence  rifes  in  proportion.  There  are  people  in  this  capital,  who  are 
neither  freemen,  nor  freeholders,  yet  have  it  in  their  power  greatly  to  affeCt  the 
choice  of  reprefentatives  in  this  city,  as  well  as  in  many  parts  of  the  nation. 
Can  an  American  do  this  ? How  vain  was  the  fophiftry ! how  flimfy  the  decep- 
tion ! What  an  affront  to  the  underftandings  of  fenfible  people  ! 

It  has  been  propofed  by  fome,  that  the  colonies  ought  to  be  reprefented  in 
the  Britiih  fenate,  by  members  chofe  by  the  Americans.  This  indeed  proves, 
that  they  are  not  yet  reprefented  there,  in  the  opinion  of  thofe  who  make  the 
propofition,  and  this  is  fome  palliation  to  the  prefent  extravagancies  : but  the 
writer  thinks  they  never  fliould  be  ; and  that  it  is  the  mutual  intereft  of  the 
colonies,  and  Great  Britain,  that  no  deputies  from  North  America  fhculd  ever 
have  a feat  in  the  Britifh  fenate. 

Can  they  fend  any  deputies,  who  will  at  no  time  give  up  their  own,  or  the 
Britifh  liberties,  for  a place  or  a penfion  ? The  more  diffant  they  are  from  their 
conftituents,  the  more  they  are  expofed  to  temptation.  The  lefs  property  thefe 
deputies  have,  the  lefs  will  be  the  purchafe  of  their  votes.  Will  Americans, 
who  are  able  to  ferve  their  country,  and  of  independent  fortunes,  be  at  all  times 
willing  to  rifque  their  lives  acrofs  the  ocean  in  this  fervice  ? Will  the  diftance 
admit  them  to  confult  their  conftituents,  during  the  feffions  ? Muft  we  have  an 
auxiliary  army  of  American  penfioners,  in  conjunction  with  fome  other  diftant 
members,  not  lefs  purchafeable,  to  bear  down  the  fons  of  freedom  and  indepen- 
dence in  the  Britifh  fenate,  when  perhaps  the  whole  fortune  of  liberty  is  at 
ftake  ? No.  We  fee  enough  of  the  effeCts  of  venal  poverty  at  home,  without 
adding  to  its  influence  from  our  colonies. 

In  forming  our  opinions  of  the  degree  of  fubjeCtion  to  be  expeCted  from  the 
Americans,  we  fhould  place  ourfelves  in  their  fituation,  and  confult  reafon,  the 
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laws  of  nature  and  nations.  To  form  our  ideas  of  this  point,  from  precedents 
to  be  found  in  Englifh  hiftory,  is  vain.  England  never  had  a like  precedent. 
When  Magna  Charta  was  firft  eftablifhed,  where  were  her  colonies  ? Wheu  the 
people  ufed  to  meet  themfelves,  to  tranfadt  their  own  bufinefs,  but  found  it 
neceffary  to  chufe  reprefentatives  in  parliament,  what  was  America  ? The  wif- 
dom  of  thofe  who  firft  granted  charters  of  colonization,  faw  the  impoffibility  of 
the  colonies  being  reprefented  in  the  Britifh  legifiature,  by  any  other  than  the 
king’s  perfon,  who,  as  a part  of  the  legifiature,  was  liable  to  have  his  advifers 
called  to  account,  if  the  Britifh  fubjedts  whom  he  therein  reprefented,  were  not 
governed  as  they  ought  to  be. 

A governor,  the  king’s  reprefentative,  refides  in  every  province.  No  laws 
can  be  pafied  without  his  confent ; nor  are  thefe  laws  valid  till  they  have  re- 
ceived the  royal  approbation  at  home.  Thus  the  allegiance  of  the  Americans 
is  at  once  lecured  to  the  mother  country,  and  care  is  taken  that  no  adt  fhall  be 
pafied  in  any  one  government,  that  fhall  be  detrimental  to  another,  to  the 
whole,  or  to  Great  Britain,  by  forming  any  legal  confederacy  amongft  them- 
felves to  her  difadvantage. 

It  is  well  known,  that  the  powers  of  the  king’s  reprefentatives  are  fuch,  that 
if  any  colony  proves  refradtory  to  the  juft  defires  of  the  crown,  there  are  many 
legal  expedients  by  which  a governor  can  awake  the  people  to  reafon. 

Suppofe  the  king’s  minifters  had  advifed  him  to  inftrudt  the  American  go- 
vernors, that  a ftamp  adt  would  be  ufeful  to  the  refpective  governments,  and  to 
apply  to  their  feveral  houies  of  reprefentatives  on  this  occafion,  laying  before 
each  the  general  plan  upon  which  they  were  to  proceed.  Would  this  have 
been  refufed  ? Molt  probably  not.  They  would  have  feen  their  own  fecurity, 
and  the  good  of  the  ftate,  united  in  a ftamp  adt,  conducted  by  perfons  ac- 
quainted with  the  ftate  of  the  country,  and  ability  of  its  inhabitants  ; which, 
permit  me  to  fay,  are  not  fo  generally,  lo  fully  underftood  in  this  country,  as  is 
neceffary  for  our  own  fake,  as  well  as  theirs  : this  I afiert  not  at  random,  or 
mere  conjedture,  but  from  daily  obfervation  and  experience.  Should  America 
in  procefs  of  time  become  the  greater  country,  and  the  refidence  of  a monarch 
of  its  own  ; fhould  a parliament  there  be  formed  of  reprefentatives  wholly  Amen 
ricans;  fhould  this  legifiature  take  upon  them  to  tax  Great  Britain,  and  have 
the  power  in  their  hands  to  compel  its  fubmifiion,  or  to  reduce  it  to  extreme 
diftrefs,  how  would  this  country  like  fuch  treatment  ? They  would  pay  obe- 
dience no  longer  than  they  could  help  it ; would  think  of  the  Americans,  pre- 
cifely  as  they  think  of  us  ; that  we  at  fuch  a diftance  mull  be  wholly  unac- 
quainted with  their  real  ftate  3 that  the  adts  made  concerning  them  gave  evi- 
dent proofs  of  it ; and  that  it  would  become  them  either  to  ftand  by  themfelves, 
or  look  out  for  lefs  rigorous  mafters. 

I am  not  ignorant  that  endeavours  are  ufed,  to  prompt  thofe  who  are  to  de- 
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tide  on  thefe  important  affairs,  to  exert  what  they  call  authority , and  to  enforce 
the  ads  that  have  given  fuch  univerfal  difcontent  through  America,  and  opened 
a profped  of  ruin  to  thoufands  in  this  country,  who  deferve  a better  fate. 

Let  us  trace  the  effects  of  this  counfel.  The  Americans,  they  fay,  will  foon 
fubmit  to  this,  and  every  other  aft  the  Britifh  parliament  think  fit  to  prefcri'oe. 
But  are  they  fure  this  will  be  the  refult  ? Admit  however  that  thefe  gentlemen 
are  in  the  right,  that  the  Americans  quietly  fubmit  to  parliamentary  authority; 
yet  they  muft  likewife  admit,  that  the  Americans  in  general  are  difgufted 
with  a law,  that  deprives  them  of  what  they  plainly  tell  us  they  think  their 
birthright.  Whether  they  think  right  or  wrong,  is  nothing  to  the  argument ; 
it  is  enough  that  this  perfuafion  is  general  : force  may  prevail  upon  them  to 
aft  againft  their  perfuafion  ; but  will  it  follow  that  force  will  change  their  opi- 
nion ? By  no  means  : rigour , and  enforcing , may  poffibly  oblige  them  to  fubmit, 
till  it  is  in  their  power  to  emancipate  themfelves,  not  from  internal  taxes  only, 
but  from  all  foreign  jurifdiftion ; and  this  event  will  undoubtedly  approach  the 
fafter,  as  the  means  employed  to  force  them  to  obedience  are  more  difguftful 
and  compulfory. 

How  much  more  advantageous  would  it  be  to  this  nation,  could  the  legifla- 
ture  unite  in  this  fingle  confideration  : By  what  means  Great  Britain  can  moft 
effedually  render  it  the  intereft  and  inclination  of  her  colonies,  to  continue  not 
only  dependent  upon,  but  inviolably  attached  to  her. 

It  is  hard  to  gain  a difpalfionate  hearing,  againft  prejudices  that  flatter  at 
once  our  vanity  and  our  avarice.  If  the  ftamp  aft  is  repealed,  we  encourage 
the  Americans  to  fhake  off  all  dependence:  this  is  the  general  language,  I own, 
and  am  forry  for  our  own  fakes  that  it  is  fo,  becaufe  it  betrays  our  vanity  and 
felfifhnefs.  The  moft  fartguine  abettors  of  enforcing , cannot  vindicate  the  aft 
itfelf,  nor  urge  one  plea  for  its  neceffity ; at  leaft  I have  neither  feen  nor  heard 
any  reafonable  arguments  on  this  head.  If  then  an  aft  has  been  pafted  by  the 
Britifh  legiflature,  that  carries  evident  tokens  of  impropriety,  would  it  not  be 
more  prudent  to  refcind  fuch  an  aft,  and  to  convince  the  Americans,  that  they 
will  ever  meet  with  juftice  in  the  Britifh  fenate,  fhould  they  at  any  time  be  in 
danger  of  oppreffion  by  imprudent  conduft ; rather  than  perfift  in  a miftake, 
becaufe  it  has  once  been  adopted,  and  hold  out  to  them  an  example  of  injudi- 
cious adherence  to  errors  once  committed  ? What  fhould  we  think  of  fuch  a 
conduft  in  private  life  ? Yet  juftice,  equity,  moderation,  and  good  fenfe,  are 
the  fame,  whether  they  relate  to  the  concerns  of  private  men,  or  of  ftates  and 
empires. 

In  reflefting  on  this  fubjeft,  one  cannot  but  regret,  that  the  geography  and 
hiftory  of  our  colonies  is  fo  little  attended  to.  It  is  not  among  the  vulgar  only, 
that  we  meet  with  perfons  who  are  totally  unacquainted  with  the  fituation,  pro- 
duce, inhabitants,  their  condition,  manner  of  life,  their  traffic  and  connedions. 

And 
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And  this  is  the  more  inexcufable,  as  there  are  not  wanting  many  ufeful 
Treatifes  upon  thefe  fubjects ; and  were  the  public,  or  that  part  of  the  public 
which  ought  to  be  inquifitive  after  proper  information,  (as  liable  to  become  a 
part  of  the  Britifh  fenate,  and  empowered  by  the  Britifh  people,  the  grand 
fource  of  power,  to  decide  on  queftions  of  the  utrnofl  importance  to  America;) 

I fay,  was  this  part  of  the  public  folicitous  after  information,  in  refpect  to  thefe 
important  objects,  numerous  occafions  of  it  would  daily  prefent  themfelves. 

How  many  people  are  there,  and  thofe  too  of  no  fmall  figure,  who  know  no 
difference  between  the  inhabitants  of  North  America,  and  thofe  of  the  Weft: 
India  iftands  ! They  form  their  ideas  of  all,  by  the  manner  and  appearance  of  a 
few,  who  have  no  refemblance  to  them  in  manners,  way  of  life,  or  fortune. 
The  Britifh  inhabitants  of  North  America  are  of  two  forts;  thofe  who  live  in 
the  northern  part  of  the  continent,  and  thofe  who  inhabit  the  fouthern.  Nova 
Scotia,  New  England  and  its  dependencies,  New  York,  the  Jerfeys  and  Pen- 
fylvania,  belong  to  the  former  divifion  : Maryland  may  be  divided  between 
both ; Virginia,  the  Carolinas  and  Georgia,  are  the  other  part.  Of  the  late 
fouthern  or  northern  acquifttions  I fay  nothing,  as  they  are  yet  very  light  in 
the  fcale  of  power.  The  inhabitants  of  the  northern  part  live  like  our  lower 
Englifh  farmers  ; they  plough,  fow,  reap,  and  vend  different  kinds  of  grain,  as 
the  land  they  occupy  and  the  climate  permit — maize,  wheat,  barley,  oats, 
peafe,  and  the  like  rural  produce.  They  raife  cattle,  hogs,  and  other  domeftic 
animals,  for  ufe  and  fale;  alfo  hemp,  flax,,  naval  ftores,  but  yet  in  fmall  quan- 
tities. Their  fummers  are  hot,  their  winters  fevere,  and  their  lives  are  pa  fled 
with  the  like  labour  and  toil,  and  with  the  fame  impoflibilities  of  acquiring 
more  than  is  fufficient  to  maintain  their  families  juft:  above  want,  as  the  little 
farmers  in  England. 

This  they  have  in  their  favour : as  land  is  for  the  mofl;  part  cheap  (a  moft 
certain  fign  of  poverty)  the  young  people  can  marry  without  much  rifque  of 
maintaining  themfelves  and  their  offspring.  The  parents  can  give  a few  cows, 
fwine,  and  perhaps  a few  moveables,  and  help  them  to  build  a log  houfe. 
Here  the  young  couple  fit  down  contented — they  labour  as  their  parents  have 
done,  are  content  with  hard  fare  and  mean  cloathing.  If  they  get  enough  to 
fupport  them,  they  are  fatisfied ; and  if  they  can  afford  to  have  an  Englifh 
utenfil,  or  Englifh  cloathing,  they  are  rich.  Here  and  there  one  applies  to 
commerce,  and  fettles  in  the  next  town,  as  in  England.  Fortune,  aided  by  ca- 
pacity and  induftry,  raifes  him  above  the  level,  and  he  acquires  the  reputation 
of  a conflderable  merchant,  on  a capital  that  would  not  furnifh  a chandler’s 
Ihop  in  London.  He  is,  however,  a mofl  ufeful  member  of  fociety ; he  im- 
ports all  the  Britifh  manufactures  he  can,  and  vends  them  amongfl  his  com- 
patriots. The  grower  of  the  product,  fuppofe  it  wool ; the  manufacturers,  for 
there  are  many;  the  Englifh  merchant,  the  navigators,  the  American  mer- 
1 chant ; 
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thant ; all  are  gainers  by  a poor  wildernefs  American,  the  confumer.  What  a 
pleafing  profpedt  for  Britain,  who  will  every  day  more  fenfibly  feel  the  advan- 
tages of  this  commerce,  unlefs  By fhall  I call  it  their  Evil  Genius? — 

they  are  goaded  on,'  to  accelerate  their  own  undoing,  by  opprefling  the  Ameri- 
cans ! 

Such  is  the  way  of  life  of  the  North  Americans  of  the  northern  diftrid.  The 
inhabitants  of  the  fouthern  approach  nearer  to  the  Weft  Indians.  The  land  is 
capable  of  producing  riches  of  another  nature  ; tobacco,  which  has  been  the 
pleafing  intoxication  of  many  nations,  is  produced  in  Maryland  and  Virginia, 
chiefly  by  the  labour  of  negroes.  Rice  is  the  produd  of  the  Carolinas — a 
happy  fuccedaneum  for  bread  ; the  proper,  the  moft  fui table  fupport  of  hot 
countries : this  likewife  is  raifed,  cultivated,  dreffed  by  the  labour  of  negroes. 

The  wifdom  of  Providence  is  every  where  confpiduous  to  the  attentive  ob- 
ferver ; and  perhaps  in  nothing  more,  than  in  the  different  degrees  of  fertility 
of  the  different  parts  of  the  globe,  moft  wifely  adjufted  to  the  necefiities  of 
the  refpedive  inhabitants.  In  the  colder  regions,  the  earth  produces  its  ftores 
with  difficulty;  ftrength  and  labour  here  are  requifite  to  unlock  the  little  trea- 
fure  that  the  earth  contains : but  the  bracing  cold,  the  whetted  appetite,  the 
ftrong  powers  of  digeftion,  derived  from  cold  and  penury,  render  labour  eafy, 
and  the  confequences  pleafureable.  Thus  the  dreary  waftes  of  Siberia,  the 
mountainous  Alps,  the  bleak  Highlands,  the  Cumbrian  hills,  the  Yorkffiire 
woulds,  and.  Welch  mountains,  breed  as  hardy,  as  contented,  and  as  ufeful  a fet 
of  mortals,  as  the  univerfe  produces. 

A few  acres  in  Barbadoes,  or  others  of  the  Well  India  iflands,  properly  cul- 
tivated, yield  a crop,  in  value  fuperior,  perhaps,  to  one  hundred  times  the  ex- 
tent, either  in  North  America  or  in  England;  and  it  is  juft  that  they  fhould  do 
fo.  In  thefe  hot  climates,  if  the  Author  of  Nature  had  not  difpenfed  the  means 
of  fubfiftence  with  a more  liberal  hand  than  in  the  northern  regions,  who  could 
have  fubfifted  there  ? 

Were  the  poffeffors  of  lands  in  thefe  hot  countries  obliged  to  labour  for  them- 
felves,  we  ffiould  not  fee  the  many  inftances  we  do  of  idlenefs  and  extrava- 
gance ; but  the  have  trade  enables  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  warmer  regions,  to 
procure,  not  only  the  neceffaries  and  conveniences  of  life,  but  vaft  wealth,  at 
the  expence  of  people,  who,  born  under  a hotter  fun,  are  found  able  to  bear  la- 
bour equal  almoft  to  a native  of  the  north,  in  his  own  country,  and  compelled 
to  work  by  fore  and  grievous  ftripes  ; men  in  all  things  like  ourfelves,  colour 
and  fome  circumftances  of  form  excepted,  torn  from  the  tendered  ties  of  nature 
by  violence  and  fraud,  to  drudge  in  fervitude  during  the  refidue  of  their  days, 
without  hope  of  redemption  ! 

The  wealth  accruing  from  the  fweat  of  thefe  poor  wretches,  who  fooner  or 
later  may  be  permitted  to  become  the  dreadful  executioners  of  flow-paced 
; > , vengeance. 
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vengeance,  has  unhappily  fixed  in  the  minds  of  many  here,  an  idea  that  the 
Weft  Indians,  and  North  Americans,  are  in  the  like  fituation,  in  refpedt  to  the 
means  of  acquiring  riches,  and  poffeffing  them ; a miftake  which  an  attentive 
confideration  of  the  premifes  may  perhaps  contribute  to  remove. 

For  as  the  northern  people  of  America  truft  to  their  own  induftry,  fo  the 
fouthern  inhabitants  are  rich  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  flaves  they  poffefs. 
In  the  former,  all  are  low  and  middling  people,  the  fure  fupport  of  any  coun- 
try ; none  are  great  or  rich.  In  the  latter,  there  are  few  middling  people  ; a 
very  few  are  confiderable ; the  reft  are  below  the  middle  clafs  in  general. 

The  condudt  of  thefe  people,  I mean  the  inhabitants  of  the  fouthern  diftrift, 
when  they  arrive  in  England,  approaches  nearer  to  fhew  and  extravagance,  than 
the  northern  inhabitants ; and  has  added  to  the  general  miftake  in  this  country, 
that  the  Americans  are  rich.  The  conduit  of  the  Weft  Indians  has  perfected 
this  idea.  Bred  for  the  moft  part  at  the  breaft  of  a negro  Have,  furrounded  in 
their  infancy  with  a numerous  retinue  of  dark  attendants,  they  are  habituated, 
by  precept  and  example,  to  fenfuality,  felfifhnefs,  and  defpotifm.  Of  thofe  fent 
over  to  this  country  for  their  education,  few  totally,  emerge  from  their  firft  ha- 
bitudes : view  them  as  fons,  hufbands,  fathers ; as  friends,  citizens,  and  men  j 
what  examples  ! Splendor,  drefs,  fhew,  equipage,  every  thing  that  can  create  an 
opinion  of  their  importance,  is  exerted  to  the  utmoft  of  their  credit.  They  are 
thought  rich ; and  they  are  fo  indeed,  at  the  expence  of  the  poor  negroes  who 
cultivate  their  lands,  could  they  be  contented  with  mediocrity. 

If  people  of  quality  and  condition  would  ftudy  the  geography  and  ftate  of 
our  colonies ; would  they  give  themfelves  the  trouble  of  diftinguifhing  their 
different  fituations ; it  would  prevent  them  from  confounding  together  cir- 
cumftances  extremely  oppofite from  inferring,  that  becaufe  an  opulent  Weft 
Indian  vies  in  glare  with  a nobleman  of  the  firft  diftinftion,  therefore  a poor 
American  farmer  is  able  to  bear  the  fame  heavy  load  of  taxes,  or  ought  to  be 
placed  in  the  fame  fcale  of  ability. 

In  a word,  the  inhabitants  of  the  Weft  India  i (lands  are  in  general  the  reverfe 
of  the  northern  North  Americans  : whilft  thefe  are  poor,  laborious,  contented 
with  a little,  examples  of  diligence  and  frugality,  the  beft  riches  of  a ftate — 
the  Weft  Indians  are  too  often  the  reverfe.  Much  indeed  is  to  be  allowed  for 
the  different  climates.  Heat  enervates,  it  creates  fenfuality,  and  urges  to  con- 
trive every  means  of  gratification. 

Another  circumftance  has  likewife  contributed  not  a little  to  eftablilh  an  idea 
of  the  riches  of  North  America;  which  is,  the  known  hofpitality  of  thefe 
people  in  general  to  all  Britifh  ftrangers.  Vying  with  each  other  who  (hall  af- 
ford their  gueft  the  moft  hofpitable  entertainment,  they  have  unfortunately  ri- 
vetted  an  opinion  in  travellers,  that  they  are  rich,  only  becaufe  they  are  gene- 
rous to  excefs* 

But 
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But  leaving  this  ample  field  to  others,  who  have  more  leifure,  and  greater 
abilities,  I (hall  here  remark,  that  there  are  too  few,  who  have  hearts  fufficiently 
dilated  to  conceive,  that  a conduCt  founded  on  noble,  generous,'  upright  prin- 
ciples, is  the  glory  of  man,  and  invariably  procures  him  every  bleffing  com- 
patible with  his  fituatiom  A fa<ft  of  fufficient  authenticity  wiM  perhaps  illuf- 
trate  this  affertion,  and  at  the  fame  time  point  out  the  mark  we  fhould  aim  at 
in  the  prefent  interefting  fituation  of  our  affairs : 

When  the  Roman  army  was  fhut  up  in  the  Caudine  forks,  the  wife  Samnite, 
with  a thorough  fenfe  of  this  principle,  advifed  his  fon  to  permit  the  Romans, 
without  injury,  to  retreat  from  the  danger  in  which  they  faw  themfelves  irre- 
trievably involved. 

This  difpleafed  the  haughty  general  and  his  army  ; the  wife  old  man  then 
advifed  the  total  deftruCtion  of  the  Roman  army. 

Neither  of  thefe  alternatives  were  purfued  : felfilhnefs  and  pride  prefented  a 
middle  way,  that  ended  in  the  deftruCtion  of  the  nation.  The  Samnite  leader, 
flufhed  with  the  fuccefs  of  his  machinations,  determined  to  enjoy  the  pleafure 
of  a triumph.  He  gave  the  Romans  their  lives,  at  the  expence  of  their  ho- 
nour. The  infult  was  too  great  for  the  Roman  people  to  forgive;  they  vowed 
revenge,  and  hoped,  though  vainly,  to  blot  out  the  remembrance  of  their  dif- 
grace  and  perfidy,  by  the  extirpation  of  the  Samnite  people;  which,  contrary  to 
juftice  and  humanity,  they  effected. 

Let  us  profit  by  this  leffon  ; the  cafes,  I own,  are  not  parallel,  but  yet  the 
moral  may  be  of  ufe  to  us.  Three  ways  are  propofed  to  extricate  ourfelves 
from  the  prefent  perplexities.  The  firft,  to  enforce  the  ftamp  aCt ; the  fecond 
to  fufpend,  and  the  third  to  repeal  it. 

The  firft  feems  like  the  Samnites  opinion,  to  deftroy  the  Roman  army  to- 
tally then  in  their  power.  The  Americans,  moft  probably,  will  not  give  up 
their  claims  without  bloodfhed;  and  whoever  fuffers,  the  king  by  that  lofes  a 
fubjeCt,  and  the  affections  likewife  of  many  more. 

To  fufpend  the  aCt,  feems  to  be  holding  a yoke  of  difgrace  over  them,  which, 
though  they  may  bear  at  prefent  without  marks  of  impatience,  will  only 
prompt  them  to  make  the  quicker  ftrides  to  abfolute  independency. 

A repeal  of  the  ftamp  aCt,  will  convince  the  Americans  fo  fully  of  our  equity 
and  moderation,  that  they  will  no  longer  fufpeCt  us  of  defigns  againft  their 
freedom,  their  privileges,  or  their  interefts.  They  will  be  fure  of  redrefs,  if 
grievances  arife ; and  will  bear  them  patiently,  till  they  can  be  heard. 

Remember,  my  countrymen,  that  the  Americans  are  not  a conquered,  but  a 
free  people,  defcended  from  freeborn  Englifhmen  for  the  moft  part ; and  thofe 
who  are  of  another  progeny,  have  acquired  the  like  fentiments,  by  proximity 
and  acquaintance.  They  are  people  of  the  like  paffions  with  ourfelves,  and 
Joo'k  upon  oppreffive  power  with  the  fame  fpirit  of  intolerance ; while  their  ge- 
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nerofity  and  affection  to  thofe  who  treat  them  kindly,  is,  like  the  region  they 
inhabit,  vaflr,  and  whole  limits  are  hitherto  unknown. 

The  wifdom  of  parliament  may  neverthelefs,  in  time,  difcover  fuch  means  of 
perfeCt  and  Arable  connexion  with  the  colonies,  as  may  fecure  a pid  authority 
over  them,  and  at  the  fame  time  preferve  inviolable  the  privileges  and  immu- 
nities, purchafed  by  our  brethren  in  America,  at  the  expence  of  cultivating  a 
wildernefs  for  our  advantage. 

And  indeed,  by  the  prudent  policy  of  thofe  who  planned  or  granted  the  fe- 
v.eral  charters,  the  talk  of  fecuring  the  dependence  of  the  colonies,  is  rendered 
much  lefs  difficult  to  government,  than  it  might  have  been,  had  the  charters 
been  uniform.  But  by  granting  didinCt  privileges  and  edablifhments  to  the  fe- 
deral provinces,  each  has  acquired  an  opinion,  that  its  own  is  the  mod  perfedt, 
and  would  not  willingly  exchange  its  condition,  or  communicate  its  peculiar, 
with  any  other  colony.  Thus  they  are,  and  mull  long  remain,  not  only  uncon- 
nefted,  but  in  fome  cafes  oppofites , till  the  profpedt  of  fome  common  danger  ap- 
pears, and  forces  them  to  unite  in  their  common  defence,  and  build  up  a po- 
tent and  formidable  confederacy. 

If  we  permit  the  Americans  to  trade  as  they  have  done  ; if  we  permit  them 
to  raife  every  kind  of  raw  materials,  of  which  we  have  need,  either  for  ufe  or 
commerce ; if  we  render  it  their  intereft,  by  fuch  means,  to  be  dependent  upon 
us,  they  will  be  fo  continually. 

If  we  promote  lcholarlhips  for  Americans  in  our  univerfities ; give  pods  and 
benefits  in  America,  to  fuch  Americans  who  have  dudied  here,  preferably  to 
others  ; if  the  government  permits  fuch  youth  as  come  to  Europe,  on  account 
of  their  dudies,  to  come  over  in  the  king’s  fhips  gratis , we  fhall  ftill  unite  them 
more  firmly.  The  Americans,  by  mixing  with  our  own  youth  at  the  univer- 
fity,  will  diffufe  a fpirit  of  enquiry  after  America,  and  its  affairs  ; they  will  ce- 
ment friendlhips  on  both  Aides,  which  will  be  of  more  lading  benefit  to  both 
countries,  than  all  the  armies  that  Britain  can  fend  thither. 

If  fuch  be  the  conduct  of  this  nation  towards  her  colonies,  fhe  will  ever 
poffefs  their  affections;  the  product  of  their  labours  will  center  here;  their 
power  will  be  fubfervient  to  our  command ; and  a force  will  be  generated,  Pro^ 
vidence  permitting,  fuperior  to  what  any  country  now  podeffes. 
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JF  Dr.  Fothergill ’s  life  had  not  been  difiinguifhed  by  a fucceffion  of  great  and 
good  actions , the  ejlablijhment  of  Ackworth  fchool  is  of  it/elf  fujficient  to  endear 
his  memory  to  diftant  pojlerity , and  enroll  it  with  the  illufirious  benefactors  of  man- 
kind. Capacious  minds , habituated  to  the  furvey  of  great  objects,  are  fometimes 
negligent  of  little  ones-,  whilfi  thoje  which  have  been  confined  to  minutiae,  are  not 
difpofed  to  expand  and  amplify : they  dij cover  partial  defects,  without  tracing  the 
great  outlines  of  the  whole  -,  and,  being  timid  without  judgment,  and  doubtful  of 
what  is  not  exemplified , they  are  the  more  apt  to  cenfure  new,  grand,  and  important 
defigns.  5 To  enlarge  the  views  of  thefe  microfcopical  obfervers  to  remove  prejudice , 
wherever  it  fhould  exifi,  againfi  the  execution  of  this  great  ejlablijhment  to  explain  its 
utility,  and  to  promote  its  fuccefsful  and  permanent  fupport  throughout  the  religious 
fociety  of  which  he  was  a member ; appear  to  have  been  the  laudable  motives  that 
prompted  him  to  write  the  following  Letter, 

Editor. 
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FRIEND  in  the  COUNTRY. 


Dear  Friend, 

*TPHY  inquiries  refpedting  the  Intended  School  at  Ackworth,  are  fo  fimilar  to 
many  which  I have  received  from  various  quarters,  that  I find  myfelf  dif- 
pofed  to  draw  up  fuch  an  account  of  the  rife  and  prefent  ftate  of  this  affair,  as 
I hope  may  enable  thee  to  explain,  to  every  fenfible  inquirer,  the  intentions  of 
Friends  in  this  eftablifhment. 

And  I think  myfelf  the  more  obliged  to  take  this  talk  upon  me,  though 
fufficiently  occupied  in  other  matters,  as  1 am  fo  far  the  author  of  this  under- 
taking, as  to  have  propofed  it  to  the  confideration  of  the  Society. 

I do  not  mention  this  circumftance,  as  defigning  to  derive  from  it  any  impor- 
tance to  myfelf,  but  as  I wifh  it  to  be  confidered  as  proceeding  from  a fingle, 
upright  view,  if  I do  not  greatly  deceive  myfelf,  to  promote  the  benefit  of  that 
part  of  our  body,  which  is  juftly  entitled  to  our  afiiftance,  viz.  thofe  below  the 
middling,  in  point  of  circumftances.  Many  of  thefe  are  not  the  lead:  valuable 
part  of  our  profeffion,  becaufe  amongft  them  are  often  to  be  found  fuch  as  are 
truly  religious,  and  therefore  worthy  of  our  regard  and  attention.  Excellent  is 
the  wife  man’s  prayer  : <c  Give  me  neither  poverty  nor  riches  ; feed  me  with 
food  convenient  for  me,  left  I be  full  and  deny  thee,  and  fay.  Who  is  the  Lord? 
or  left  I be  poor  and  fteal,  and  take  the  name  of  my  God  in  vain.” 

I need  not  here  recapitulate  the  abundant  care,  and  the  many  endeavours 
that  have  been  ufed  for  the  education  of  Friends  children.  We  have  many 
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fchools  for  the  education  of  youth  amongft  us,  and  many  very  deferving  fchool- 
mafters,  in  various  parts  of  this  nation,  where  the  children  of  thofe  who  are  in 
affluent  circumftances  receive  a competent  ftiare  of  learning:  and  that  thofe 
who  are  of  lefs  ability  may  partake  of  the  like  benefit,  is  the  objecft  of  the  pre- 
fent  inftitution. 

It  is  well  known  to  many,  that  the  laborious  occupation  of  fchool-mafters  is 
feldom  confidered  as  it  ought  to  be,  nor  are  they,  fo  generally  as  might  be 
wiflied,  -recompenfed  according  to  their  deferts.  In  promoting  the  prefent  de- 
fign,  I believe  it  is  very  generally  the  mind  of  Friends,  to  prevent  them  from 
fuffering  by  this  eftablifhment ; and  I hope  it  will  be  practicable  to  draw  fuch 
a line  between  thofe  who  are  the  proper  objects  of  this  eftablifhment,  and  fuch 
whofe  circumftances  allow  them  to  fend  their  children  to  the  prefent  fchools,  as 
will  give  no  juft  caufe  of  complaint. 

The  children  of  Friends  not  in  affluent  circumftances,  are  the  objects  of 
Ackworth  School  the  children  of  fuch  perfons,  as  muft  either  provide  for  their 
offspring  a very  cheap  education,  or  none  at  all.  And  there  is  great  reafon  to 
believe,  that  the  inability  of  many  Friends  to  make  fuch  provifion,  or  to  find 
any  means  of  obtaining  a fafe  education,  has  been  the  occafion  of  keeping  their 
children  at  home,  where  it  was  impracticable  to  keep  them  at  all  times  from, 
corrupt  company. 

Fully  apprized  of  thefe  circumftances,  and  many  others  relative  to  this  fub- 
ject,  which  it  is  unneceffary  to  mention  in  this  place  ; having  likewife,  in  con- 
cert with  other  Friends  appointed  by  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings,  taken  much 
pains  in  endeavouring  to  form  fome  proper  plan  to  remedy  the  defects ; and  the 
recommendation  of  the  Yearly  Meeting  of  1777,  not  only  to  the  Meeting  for 
Sufferings,  but  to  the  Society  at  large,  to  unite  in  forming  fome  practicable 
plan  for  the  education  of  our  youth,  being  often  in  my  mind,  I frequently  con- 
fidered this  fubject,  with  a warm  defire  to  contribute  as  much  as  in  me  lay  to 
promote  fo  neceffary  a purpofe. 

Whilft  I was  in  Yorkfhire  the  fame  year,  mention  was  cafually  made  of 
Ackworth  hofpital ; that  it  was  onffale,  and  would  probably  be  fold  at  a very 
moderate  price,  compared  with  the  fum  that  it  had  coft.  Though  I had  not 
feen  the  building,  I had  feen  and  confidered  a plan  of  the  houfe,  and  learned 
from  that,  and  from  the  report  of  many  who  had  been  on  the  fpot,  that  the 
building,  the  fituation,  the  healthfulnefs  of  the  country,  the  plenty  of  provi- 
fions,  and  the  vicinity  of  many  valuable  Friends,  were  fuch,  that  if  it  could  be 
purchafed,  and  properly  endowed,  it  might,  in  many  refpedls,  anfwer  the  inten- 
tion of  Friends,  and  lay  the  ground-work  of  an  nfeful  and  permanent  eftablifh- 
ment. 

For  the  information  of  divers,  who  may  not  be  acquainted  with  the  nature  of 
thefe  premifes,  it  may  be  neceffary  to  obferve,  that  after  the  fetting  on  foot  the 
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hofpital  for  foundling  children  in  London,  the  public  had  great  expeditions  of 
its  utility ; large  fums  were  fubferibed,  and  money  likewife  was  granted  by  par- 
liament, for  eredting  proper  buildings  for  the  reception  of  great  numbers  of 
children.  A large  hofpital  was  built  in  London,  another  near  Shrewfbury  in 
Shroplhire,  and  this  at  Ackworth,  as  appendages  to  that  in  London,  and  under 
the  fame  diredtion. 

The  Friends  whom  I confulted,  on  my  return  to  London,  thought  it  a mat- 
ter of  fuch  moment,  as  to  deferve  attention ; and  in  purfuance  of  their  opinion, 
inquiry  was  made  concerning  the  price.  I was  given  to  underftand  that  it  was 
fixed  at  ,£.7,000;  and,  in  a fhort  time  after,  was  informed,  that  £.6,800  was 
offered  for  it  by  fome  other  perfon.  The  Meeting  for  Sufferings  was  then  con- 
fulted, and  the  ftate  of  the  affair  fubmitted  to  their  confideration.  They 
wifhed  to  have  had  the  matter  kept  open  for  the  deliberation  of  the  Yearly 
Meeting,  but  this  was  precluded  by  the  unexpected  offer  of  another  pur- 
chafer. 

A number  of  Friends,  in  their  private  capacity,  generoufly  ftepped  forward, 
with  an  offer  to  bear  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings  harmlefs,  fhould  the  enfuing 
Yearly  Meeting  decline  the  purchafe.  This  being  accepted,  a contradl  was 
made,  and  the  matter  referved  in  this  ftate,  for  the  deliberation  of  the  Yearly 
Meeting  in  1778. 

A Committee,  confifting  of  one  Friend  out  of  every  county,  together  with 
the  Committee  of  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings,  with  any  others  who  chofe  to  at- 
tend, was  early  appointed  by  the  Yearly  Meeting,  to  take  this  matter  into  con- 
fideration. To  this  Committee,  which  was  full,  and  attended  by  many  not  ap- 
pointed, according  to  leave  given,  the  whole  bufinefs,  from  its  beginning  to 
that  time,  was  fully  explained,  and  the  inquiries  and  doubts  propofed,  an- 
fwered,  as  it  appeared,  to  general  fatisfadlion. 

After  various  Meetings  of  the  Committee,  a report  was  agreed  to,  recom- 
mending the  purchafe,  and  propofing  that  a fubfeription  fhould  be  fet  on  foot, 
during  the  fitting  of  the  Meeting,  for  this  purpofe,  by  donations,  by  annuities 
on  two  lives  at  five  per  cent,  per  ann.  and  by  bills  of  admiffion  at  eight  gui- 
neas each.  After  deliberate  confideration,  the  report  was  received  by  the 
Yearly  Meeting,  and  the  fubfeription  propofed  was  begun,  and  ftrongly  recom- 
mended to  the  counties. 

The  great  unanimity  that  prevailed  in  the  feveral  fittings  of  the  Committee, 
apparently  proceeding  from  a juft  fenfe  of  the  want  of  fome  fuch  eftablifhment ; 
the  cordial,  though  not  hafty  concurrence  of  the  Yearly  Meeting  with  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee ; and  the  generous  exertions  of  many  Friends,  in  confe- 
quence  of  this  concurrence  (upwards  of  ,£.4,000  having  been  fubferibed  in  the 
fpace  of  three  or  four  days)  I own  afforded  me  fuch  an  indication  of  the  pro- 
priety of  this  propofal,  that  it  difpelled  the  doubts  I had  entertained  about  it : 
3 having 
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having  been,  on  the  one  nand,  folicitous  not  to  be  inflrumental  in  engaging 
Friends  in  an  expenfive  and  fruitlefs  undertaking ; and,  on  the  other,  afraid  of 
lofing  an  opportunity,  not  likely  to  be  again  recovered,  of  promoting  the  in- 
tentions of  the  Yearly  Meeting,  and  the  benefit  of  thofe  who  were  the  imme- 
diate objects  of  their  attention,  in  fo  fatisfactory  a matter. 

From  this  time,  I confefs,  I have  felt  very  little  difcouragement,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  labour  and  care  that  mull  attend  the  fettling  of  this  extenfive  con- 
cern. Is  there  any  thing  of  great  value,  in  this  life,  that  doth  not  require  pro- 
portionable care  and  labour  to  obtain  it  ? I perfuade  myfelf,  we  are  making 
provifion,  not  merely  for  the  Juhfifience  of  great  numbers  of  children  of  both 
fexes,  in  a fafe  and  healthy  retreat,  but  are  likewife  providing  for  their  orderly 
and  chrijlian  education.  Too  few  are  the  parents  who  can  honeflly  fay,  that 
“ they  train  up  their  children  in  a godly  converfation ; in  plainnefs  of  fpeech* 
cc  behaviour,  and  apparel;  and  in  frequent  reading  the  Holy  Scriptures,” 
Here,  we  trull,  due  care  will  be  taken,  both  of  their  principles  and  conduct.. 

From  what  I can  learn,  it  does  not  feem  that  mucfy  backwardnefs,  in-refpect 
to  this  affair,  has  appeared  in  any  place.  If  it  has  not  proceeded  every  where 
with  equal  alacrity,  it  feems  to  have  been  owing  more  to  the  want  of  due  infor- 
mation,. than  any  other  caufe.  In  various  parts.  Friends  are  zealoully  difpofed 
to  affifl  according  to  their  abilities.  The  Committee  appointed  on  this  affair; 
by  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings,  have  received  accounts,  from  various  quarters,  , 
that  Friends  are  proceeding  with  their  fubfcriptions,  conformably  to  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  Yearly  Meeting,.  Several  fums  have  been  received';  fub- 
fcriptions are  carrying  on  in  other  places,  and  fome  Friends  have  offered  them- 
felves  for  feveral  fervices.  The  Committee  i&  preparing  the  neceffary  directions 
for  the  admiflion  of  children,,  and  doing  all  that  time  and  opportunity  admit,  to 
have  everything  in  readinefs  for  opening  the  School  at  a convenient  time. 

It  isagreed,  that  as  the  School  is  intended  for  the  education,  maintenance,, 
and  cloathing.of  children  whofe  parents  are  not  in  affluence,  that  they  fhall  be 
inflructed  in  reading,  writing,  and  accompts,.  as  fully,  as  the  time  allowed  them 
will  permit.  Some  ufeful  employment  may  be  provided  for  the  boys,  accord- 
ing as  their  age,  firength,  talents,,  or  condition,  may  require,-.  Learning,  and  la- 
bour, properly  intermixed,. greatly  affifl:  the  ends  of  both,  a:  found,  mind  in  a 
healthy  body. 

The  girls  will  alfo  be  inflructed  in  knitting,  fpinning,  ufeful  needle-work,, 
and  in  fuch  domeflic  occupations  as  are  fuitable  to  their  fex  and  flations. 

I believe  it  is  the  w-ifh  of  all  concerned  in  this  important,  affair,  that  by  gen- 
tlenefs,  kind  and  affectionate  treatment,  holding  out-encouragement  and  appro r 
bation  to  the  deferring,  exerting  the  influence  of  the  fear,  of  fliame,  and 
prompting  the  children  to  every  act  of  kindnefs  and  beneficence  one  towards 
another,  to  bring  forward  into  the  Society  and  its  fervice,.  a number  of  youth 
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who  may  have  been  made  acquainted,  under  fuch  tuition,  in  degree,  with  the 
difcipline  of  wifdom. 

Many  children  amongft  us  fuftain  a grievous  lofs,  by  not  being  early  and 
properly  made  acquainted  with  the  principles  we  profefs.  For  want  of  this  in- 
ftrudtion,  they  become  too  eafy  a prey  to  the  cuftoms  of  the  world  ; and  thofe 
habitudes,  which  would  be  as  a kind  of  hedge  about  them,  and  protedb  from 
many  temptations,  are  thrown  down,  and  all  the  allurements  of  vice  and  folly 
fuffered  to  feduce  their  affections,  to  their  ruin.  When  they  ceafe  to  be  difbin- 
guilhed  from  others,  by  their  garb  and  deportment,  they  too  often  ceafe  to  be 
'diftinguifhed  from  the  world  by  their  morals,  and  the  reCtitude  of  their 
conduCt. 

The  hiftory  of  the  rife  and  progrefs  of  Friends,  their  principles,  theii*  fufFer- 
ings,  and  the  indulgences  granted  them  by  the  legislature,  will  probably  make 
a part  of  this  inftruCtion,  to  the  children  of  both  fexes,  as  well  as  the  general 
dodlrines  of  religion  and  morality. 

But  above  all,  it  is  hoped  that  every  opportunity  will  be  embraced,  of  che- 
rifning  in  their  tender  minds  obedience  to  that  principle  of  light  and  truth 
which  is  given  us  to  profit  withal.  And,  however  neceffary  it  is  for  all  to  be 
bred  up  in  the  fear  of  offending  this  pure  inward  fpirit  of  truth,  which  naturally 
leavens  the  mind  into  a teachable  fubmiffive  frame ; yet,  to  thofe  whofe  condi- 
tion in  life  makes  a juft  fubordination  a duty,  a temper  of  this  kind  mu  ft  be  an 
invaluable  bleffing.  Perhaps  there  is  nothing  in  the  common  courfe  of  public 
education  in  the  world,  that  fo  unfits  men  for  that  humble  attention  to  the  di- 
vine monitor  within,  that  renders  them  fuch  perfeCt  ftrangers  to  the  fpirit  of 
Chriftianity,  and  all  its  happy  efreCts,  as  the  cultivation  of  a bold  unfeeling  dif- 
pofition,  under  a notion  of  promoting  manlinefs  and  courage  : it  too  often  fets 
afide  that  great  defence  and  ornament  of  youth,  a modeft  ingenuous  temper; 
accuftoms  them  to  throw  off  all  the  reftraints  of  duty  and  affeCtion,  and  at 
length  to  bid  defiance  to  entreaty,  admonition,  and  reproof. 

In  this  place  it  is  hoped  that  endeavours  will  be  ufed  to  form  in  the  children 
a temper  widely  different ; equally  remote  from  a culpable  fear  and  fervility, 
and  an  audacioufnefs  that  knows  no  reipeCt  for  order  or  authority. 

There  is  a circumflance  in  the  bringing-up  of  Friends  children,  which  has 
been,  and  yet  is,  of  greater  importance  to  them  than  perhaps  is  generally  appre- 
hended ; and  I mention  it,  as  in  the  propofed  inftitution  it  will  doubtlefs  be 
particularly  regarded.  To  habituate  children,  from  their  early  infancy,  to 
iilence  and  attention,  is  of  the  greatefl  advantage  to  them,  not  only  as  a prepa- 
rative to  their  advancement  in  a religious  life,  but  as  the  ground-work  of  a 
well-cultivated  underftanding.  We  are  almoft  the  only  profeffors  of  Chrifti- 
anity, who  acknowledge  the  ufe  of  this  abfolutely  neceffary  introduction  to 
Chriftian  knowledge  and  Chriftian  practice.  To  have  the  aCtive  minds  of  chil- 
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dren  early  put  under  a kind  of  reftraint,  to  be  accuftomed  to  turn  their  at- 
tention from  external  objedts,  and  habituated  to  a degree  of  abftradted  quiet,  is 
a matter  of  great  confequence  and  lafting  benefit  to  them.  To  this  they  are 
inured  in  our  affemblies,  and  to  fit  in  fdence  with  decency  and  compofure. 
Though  it  cannot  be  fuppofed  their  young  and  adtive  minds  are  always  engaged 
as  they  ought  to  be ; yet  to  be  accuftomed  thus  to  quietnefs,  and  initiated  to 
curb  and  reftrain  the  fallies  of  their  youthful  difpofitions,  is  no  fmall  point 
gained  towards  fixing  a habit  of  patience  and  recollection,  and  a regard  to  de- 
corum,. which  feldom  forfakes  thofe,  who  have  been  properly  inftru&ed  in  this 
entrance  to  the  fchool  of  wifdom,  during  the  refidue  of  their  days. 

Did  the  fubjedt  of  this  letter  admit  of  it,  it  would  not  be  difficult  to  ffiew, 
from  abundant  authority,  and  reafon  itfelf,  the  vaft  aid  afforded  to  the  improve- 
ment of  the  human  mind,  by  early  habits  of  filent  attention.  The  moft  ancient 
fchools  of  philofophy  taught  and  pradtifed  it ; and  the  fcriptures  are  fo  full  of 
precepts  on  this  head,  as  ought  to  remove  every  objedtion  to  this  neceffary 
duty. 

As  it  muft  happen  that,  in  many  places,  the  children  of  thofe  who  are  ob- 
jects of  my  prefent  confideration  are  deftitute  of  fuch  opportunities,  by  the  re- 
motenefs  of  their  parents  fituation  from  meetings ; it  is  another  call  to  the  So- 
ciety, to  prevent,  as  much  as  poffible,  the  lofs  arifing  from  fuch  circumftances. 
How  many  farmers,  manufacturers,  and  others,  are  often  under  the  neceffity  of 
fitting  down  in  places  at  a great  diftance  from  a meeting  ? in  which  cafe,  if  they 
have  numerous  families,  the  moft  they  can  do  may  be  to  take  with  them  the 
eldeft,  when  the  younger  are  left  at  home  untutored  in  this  moft  wholefome 
difcipline,  till  the  practice  becomes  a burthen  to  them. 

To  this  confideration,  it  will  not  be  improper  to  add  another,  which  is  con- 
nected with  it ; and  that  is,  the  want  of  opportunities  of  fending  their  children 
to  Friends  fchools.  By  which  means,  if  they  have  any  learning  at  all  afforded 
them,  it  is  under  the  tuition  of  fuch  as  are  moftly  ftrangers  to  our  principles, 
and  the  practices  derived  from  them,  plainnefs  of  fpeech,  fimplicity  of  manners, 
and  that  beginning  of  wifdom  which  is  infpired  by  the  fear  of  the  Lord.  On. 
the  contrary,  they  are  liable  to  affociate  with  fuch  children  as  are  unacquainted 
with  all  thefe  things;  taught  to  deride  thofe  who  pradtife  them,  and  live  at  large 
to  appetite  and  euftom.  And  how  often  does  it  happen,  that  the  children  of 
Friends  in  fuch  frtuations,  bred  up  with  unprincipled  licentious  youths,  form 
connections  with  them,  to  their  own  great  hurt,  the  diftrefs  of  their  parents, 
and  the  lofs  of  many  a valuable  member  to  fociety. 

Ackworth,  the  place  propofed  for  the  reception  of  fuch  children,  is  diftant 
from  Pontefract,  the  next  Meeting  of  Friends,  about  three  meafured  miles;  too 
far  for  little  children  to  walk,  or  to  be  conveyed  thither  if  numerous.  For  this 
reafon  it  is  propofed  to  have  a meeting  kept  in  the  houfe,  both  firft  days  and 
10  week 
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week  days  ; and  for  which  purpofe  a large  commodious  room  will  be  allotted  : 
and  as  a great  number  of  valuable  Friends  refide  in  the  neighbourhood,  it  is 
not  to  be  doubted  but  this  little  fociety  will  be  favoured  fometimes  with  their 
company. 

After  having  thus  explained  the  intentions  of  Friends  in  this  undertaking, 
(which  may,  I hope,  be  of  ufe  to  future  generations,  if  properly  fupported, 
and  conduced  with  that  prudence  and  ceconomy  which  have  hitherto  accom- 
panied the  management  of  our  affairs)  I will  add  a few  remarks  on  fuch  ob- 
jections to  this  defign,  as  I recoiled  to  have  heard  mentioned  or  fuggefled. 

The  magnitude  of  the  concern,  at  firft  view,  Teemed  to  be  an  objection  of 
great  moment  with  many  : it  deferves  confideration.  To  make  fo  large  a pur- 
chafe,  endow  it,  govern  the  numerous  family  it  is  capable  of  admitting,  with 
advantage  to  that  family,  and  reputation  to  the  Society,  are  indeed  objeCts  of 
great  magnitude  and  importance. 

In  refpeCt  to  the  firft  part,  the  purchafe,  it  is  in  a great  meafure  already 
provided  for,  by  the  fpeeay  and  generous  fubfcriptions  already  received. 

Nor  is  the  future  endowment  altogether  unprovided  for.  I have  authority  to 
fay,  that,  befides  the  means  already  employed  for  raifing  the  neceffary  fupplies, 
there  is  one  Friend  who  has  appropriated  £.  100  per  annum  for  five  years 
certain,  and  £.  50  per  annum  in  perpetuity,  if  the  undertaking  meets  with  the 
fupport  he  thinks  it  deferves ; and  I doubt  not  but  there  are  others  who  are 
alike  difpofed,  by  legacies  and  bequefts,  to  give  it  liability  and  duration.  I am 
fatisfied  that  many  Friends,  now  deceafed,  could  they  have  forefeen  it,  would 
gladly  have  promoted  fuch  an  inflitution  in  their  wills  5 and  as  little  can  I 
doubt,  but  others  will  rejoice  in  an  opportunity  that  promifes  fo  many  advan- 
tages to  fucceeding  generations. 

The  good  government  of  a large  family  is  indeed  an  objeCt  worthy  of  the 
mofl  feiious  attention,  and  fills  every  confiderate  mind  with  anxious  concern 
for  its  fuccefs  : but  I trull  there  will  always  be  found  among  us,  fuch  as  are 
both  able  and  willing  to  undertake  the  charge.  We  fee  many  numerous 
fchools  that  are  managed  without  great  difficulty.  If  a proper  choice  is  made 
of  perfons  to  have  the  charge  of  this  affair,  (and  I doubt  not  but  thofe  who  are 
appointed  to  have  the  immediate  care  of  it  will  pay  all  proper  attention  to  this 
matter)  fuch  as  they  make  choice  of  may  improve  by  experience,  and  their 
-abilities  enlarge  with  the  demands  for  their  exertion. 

It  would  doubtlefs  contribute  much  to  produce  all  the  good  effe£ls  intended, 
if  fome  Friend  of  ability,  experience,  and  reputation,  prompted  by  an  honefl 
zeal  to  promote  the  benefit  of  this  eflablifhment,  would  take  up  his  refidence  in 
the  houfe  (in  which  accommodations  may  eafily  be  provided)  as  Treafurer,  and 
take  upon  him  the  fuperintendence  of  the  whole,  in  concert  with  the  Com- 
mittee who  may  have  the  immediate  charge  of  this  affair  and  there  is  little 
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reafon  to  doubt,  but  under  the  infpe&ion  of  fuch  a Friend  every  thing  would  be 
conduced  to  its  reputation.  The  confcioufnefs  of  ferving  the  Society,  and  the 
riling  youth,  in  fo  interefting  a fituation,  would  be  a fufficient  recompence  to 
a generous  mind,  for  the  care  and  fatigue  attending  fo  ufeful  and  honourable  a 
ftation. 

We  meet  with  perfons  in  other  religious  profeffions,  who,  from  motives  of 
benevolence,  give  up  their  whole  time  and  attention,  without  fee  or  reward,  on 
fimilar  occafions.  Such  are  the  treafurers  of  many  of  the  public  hofpitals,  and 
other  inftitutions  ; and  we  hope  the  like  difpofition  to  promote  the  general  good, 
our  numbers  confidered,  is  not  lefs  prevalent  amongft  us,  than  amongft  other 
focieties. 

The  extenfivenefs  of  the  premiffes  at  Ackworth  has  been  an  objection  with 
fome  Friends,  as  it  creates  an  apprehenfion,  that  to  fill  the  place  with  fo  nume- 
rous a family  as  it  is  capable  of  containing,  would  be  impracticable  ; or,  if  it  was 
effected,  would  be  not  lefs  difficult  to  govern  prudently,  than  to  fupport 
effectually. 

To  this  objection  fome  reply  has  been  already  made ; and  if  thofe  who  are 
uneafy  on  thefe  accounts  will  be  pleafed  to  caft  their  eye  on  the  annexed  plan, 
they  will  obferve  that  the  building  confifts  of  three  diftinCt  parts  ; the  centre, 
and  the  two  wings.  Should  one  part  be  found  fufficient  for  the  purpofe,  the 
others  may  be  converted  to  other  ufes;  or,  ffiould  this  ftep  be  found  expedient,  the 
materials  may  be  difpofed  of.  But  the  firmnefs  of  the  building,  and  the  dura- 
bility of  its  materials,  will  allow  the  whole  to  remain  in  its  prefent  ftate  without 
injury,  till  experience  may  have  directed  what  ffiall  be  deemed  mofi  prudent  in 
thefe  refpeCts.  Many  indeed  are  already  of  opinion,  that  the  whole  will  be 
ufeful. 

It  has  been  alleged,  that  it  might  have  been  much  more  advantageous  to  the 
Society,  could  three  or  more  fchools  on  the  like  foundation  have  been  fettled  in 
different  parts  of  the  nation  : this  at  firft  fight  may  appear  to  be  a reafonable  al- 
legation. It  may  be  thought  that  fmall  fchools  are  more  eafily  managed  than 
larger;  that  much  would  be  faved  in  fending  children  backwards  and  forwards ; 
that  many  parents  would  confent  to  fending  their  children  fifty  miles,  who 
would  objeCt  to  three  or  four  times  that  diftance ; and,  in  fhort,  that  eachfchool 
being  under  the  guidance  of  Friends  in  the  particular  diftriCt,  whofe  conveni- 
ency  it  is  to  ferve,  its  management  would  be  infpeCted  with  more  attention  and 
fuccefs,  than  might  be  fuppofed  to  be  the  cafe  with  fuch  an  affair  as  the 
prefent. 

But  let  us  look  at  the  probability,  that  fuch  fchools  would  be  ereCted. 
Have  we  not  feen  the  endeavours  of  the  Yearly  Meeting  to  obtain  a much  lefs 
encouragement,  than  would  fuffice  for  ereCting  and  fupporting  a fchool  capable 
©f  admitting  forty  or  fifty  children,  rendered  wholly  abortive  ? For  my  own 

part. 


A Letter  to  a Friend,  relative  to  the  intended  School  at  Ackworth,  469 

part,  I am  convinced  by  experience,  that  it  may  be  poffible  to  draw  the  atten- 
tion of  Friends  to  one  confiderable  objedt,  and  intereft  them  in  its  fupport, 
-whilft  letter  ones  will  be  apt  in  a fhort  time  to  difappear,  unlefs  we  fhould  dif- 
cover  a more  lively  zeal  to  promote  fuch  undertakings,  than  fome  late  endea- 
vours have  made  apparent.  It  may  be  objedted,  that  there  is  one  recent  in- 
ftance,  which  militates  sgainft  this  pofition,  the  fchool  lately  opened  for  the 
children  of  Friends  in  low  circumftances,  at  Gilderfome,  near  Leeds,  in  York- 
fhire  ; which,  by  the  generofity  of  the  Monthly  Meeting  of  Brighoufe,  who  fet 
it  on  foot,  and  the  activity  of  the  Friends  who  have  the  immediate  care  of  it, 
has  proved  beneficial  to  many  children,  and  even  brought  divers  from  great 
diftances. 

1 readily  allow  the  exception  ; and  had  there  been  much  reafon  to  expedt  any 
fimilar  exertions,  very  probably  the  objedt  of  this  letter  would  not  have  been 
thought  of. 

Notwithftanding  the  fchool  at  Gilderfome  has  received  a very  generous 
fupport  from  Friends  in  that  neighbourhood,  and  is  thought  to  be  conducted 
with  great  frugality,  yet  the  managers  of  it  have  been  obliged  to  raife  the 
price  from  eight  guineas  to  ten  pounds  ; and  though  it  is  ftill  very  moderate, 
compared  with  other  fchools,  yet  it  is  found  to  be  rather  more  expenfive  than  is 
fuitable  to  the  circumftances  of  many. 

If,  by  the  liberality  of  Friends  through  the  nation,  the  intended  School  can 
be  rendered  ftill  lefs  expensive  than  is  at  firft  propofed,  the  Friends  who  have 
fet  on  foot  the  fchool  at  Gilderfome,  will  have  the  fatisfadtion  of  feeing  their 
own  generous  defign  carried  more  extenfively  into  execution,  and  will  fee  the 
children  of.  thofe  not  in  affluent  circumftances  admitted  to  greater  privileges 
than  their  funds  could  afford,  with  fatisfadtion.  I forefee  that  the  eredtiori  and 
fupport  of  this  fchool,  muft  for  a time  prevent  that  at  Ackworth  from  receiving 
thofe  aids  from  the  friends  of  that  inftitution,  which  otherwife  I am  certain 
they  would  have  been  difpofed  to  fupply.  Gilderfome  fchool  has  however 
given  one  convincing  proof,  that  little  regard  will  be  paid  to  diftance,  when 
proportionate  advantages  may  be  expedted. 

There  is  another  houfe  for  the  education  of  poor  Friends  children,  which 
mav  alfo  be  mentioned  in  this  place,  as  it  may  feem  to  be  an  objedtion  to  my 
pofition  ; the  difficulty  of  eredting  a number  of  fchools  for  this  purpofe. 
The  houfe  I mean  is  Friends  fchool  and  workhoufe  at  Clerkenwell,  founded 
and  fupported  almoft  lolely  by  Friends  of  the  Quarterly  Meeting  of  London. 
As  it  is  almoft  the  only  inftitution  of  this  kind  in  the  Society,  it  may  not  be 
improper  to  mention  a few  circumftances  concerning  it.  Many  well-difpofed 
F.  lends,  on  confidering  the  ftate  of  the  poor  in  London,  apprehended  that 
many  of  the  aged,  as  well  as  the  children  of  divers,  might  be  better  fup- 
ported, and  more  fuitably  educated,  were  they  to  be  colledled  together  in 
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one  place,  where  every  thing  neceftary  for  their  well-being  might  be  provided 
for  them,  more  to  their  comfort  than  at  their  own  habitations. 

Accordingly,  about  the  year  1700,  this  bufinefs  was  undertaken,  and  pretty 
generally  and  liberally  proceeded  in.  It  was  fo  wifely  conduced,  that  it 
drew  many  perfons  of  note  of  other  perfuafions  to  vifit  it ; and  was  at  once 
the  means  of  deriving  credit  to  the  Society,  by  the  propriety  with  which  it  was 
conduced,  and  of  prompting  others  to  exercife  a degree  of  the  like  attention. 

Perhaps  there  is  not  an  inftitution  exifting,  upon  which  more  labour,  and 
difinterefted  endeavours,  that  every  thing  might  be  managed  with  order,  ceco- 
nomy,  reputation,  and  general  benefit,  have  been  employed,  than  in  this 
houfe : a Committee  of  eighteen  Friends,  chofen  from  the  feveral  Monthly 
Meetings,  moft  part  of  them  duly  attending,  meet  once  a month  to  tranfaft 
the  bufinefs  of  the  houfe,  befides  the  weekly  vifitors,  who  infpeCt  the  con- 
duff  of  the  family  at  uncertain  feafons. 

Under  fuch  management,  it  cannot  be  wondered  at  that  this  eftablifhment 
fliould  become  confiderable.  The  fund  is,  I believe,  about  £.  ao,ooo,  or 
near  it,  arifing  from  the  generofity  and  bequefts  of  individuals  in  this  metro- 
polis, a very  few  inftances  excepted ; in  which  fum  is  included  a legacy  of 
,£.3000,  left  by  our  deceafed  Friend,  Devereux  Bowley,  of  London. 

In  the  progrefs  of  this  undertaking  experience  has  proved,  that  the  benefits 
derived  from  it  have  not  been,  in  every  refpeCt,  adequate  to  the  hopes  and  ex- 
pectations of  thofe  who  have  been  engaged  in  its  fupport  •,  too  few  of  the 
youth  herein  educated,  the  number  confidered,  having  turned  out  ufeful  or 
reputable  members  of  fociety. 

Two  caufes  are  affigned  for  this  difappointment,  which  indeed  appear  to  be 
very  probable.  The  one  is,  that  the  boys  have  been  permitted,  on  one  ac- 
count or  other,  to  be  oftener  in  the  ftreets  of  this  city  than  was  to  their  advan- 
tage ; fuch  as  being  allowed,  at  certain  feafons,  to  go  to  their  friends  and 
relations,  not  always  the  moft  exemplary  in  their  conduft;  by  which  means 
they  learned  ill  manners,  and  worfe  practices,  and  returned  to  the  houfe  in  every 
refpeCt  worfe  than  when  they  left  it this  however  is  now  put  a flop  to.  Another 
caufe  is,  that  a confiderable  number  of  ancient  poor  are  maintained  under  the 
fame  roof  fome  of  whom  may  have  been  brought  thither,  by  deviating  from 
the  principles  of  our  profefiion,  and  confequently  not  the  moft  likely  perfons 
to  fet  the  children  a commendable  example.  We  need  not  any  proofs  of  the 
difficulty  of  educating  our  youth  in  great  cities,  where  evil  communication  ever 
abounds,  and  where  the  corruption  of  manners  is  almoft  unavoidable.  The 
following  inftance,  in  a very  populous  city,  is  known  to  many  : 

To  ferve  the  rifing  generation,  and  promote  its  benefit,  the  fum  of  £.  3000 
was  generoufly  fubfcribed  by  Friends,  a houfe  built,  and  an  able,  well-qualified 
mafter  was  procured.  It  was  intended  to  be  a day-fchool  but  fuch  was  the 
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ill  effecft  of  the  children  mixing  with  others  in  going  to  and  from  the  fchool,  fo 
much  were  they  hurt  by  bad  examples  and  bad  company,  that  thofe  who  had 
engaged  in  the  generous  defign,  found  it  neceffary  to  abandon  it,  merely,  as 
it  appeared,  from  this  circumftance.  Such  is  the  neceffity  of  preferving  youth 
from  the  influence  of  bad  example,  if  we  hope  to  preferve  them  in  innocence 
and  fimplicity. 

The  profpedt  of  avoiding  both  thefe  caufes  of  difappointment,  feems  only 
obtainable  in  fuch  an  inftitution  as  the  prefent ; where,  in  the  firft  place,  every 
reafonable  endeavour  will  be  ufed,  that  none  make  a part  of  the  family,  whofe 
conduit  is  not  exemplary  ; and  in  the  next,  no  opportunities  will  be  afforded  the 
children  educated  there,  of  mixing  with  others  to  their  harm. 

Another  circumftance,  that  now  ftrongly  pleads  for  fuch  an  inftitution  as 
the  prefent,  is,  that  the  fchool  at  Clerkenwell,  which  has  hitherto  taken  in 
Friends  children  from  the  country  on  eafy  terms,  is  now  fhut  up  to  them. 

This  fchool  was  fet  on  foot,  and  is  fupportecT,  by  Friends  of  the  Quarterly 
Meeting  of  London ; and  as  there  are  feveral  fums  of  money  lately  be- 
queathed to  this  houfe,  for  the  purpofe  of  increafing  apprentice-fees,  and 
farther  encouragement  to  fuch  children  of  both  fexes  as  may  deferve  it  after 
a certain  period,  the  whole  of  thefe  emoluments  will  be  fuch,  as  to  keep  the 
houfe  conftantly  filled  with  the  children  of  Friends  in  London  : and  Friends  in  the 
country  muft  now  be  obliged  to  feek  for  fome  other  place  of  education,  for 
the  children  who  need  the  affiftance  of  their  friends. 

The  diltance  of  Ackworth  from  many  parts  of  the  kingdom,  where  Friends 
are  more  numerous  than  in  others,  is  objected  to  on  account  of  the  unavoidable 
expence  of  conveying  them  from  and  to  the  places  of  their  abode ; but  this 
expence  will  be  greatly  reduced,  if  the  children  are  allowed  to  remain  there  fuch 
a length  of  time,  as  may  enable  them  to  receive  competent  inftruction  ; the  lon- 
ger they  are  permitted  to  remain,  the  lefs  burthenfome  their  conveyance. 

The  Committee  I know  have  this  matter  very  clofely  under  their  confideration, 
and  I have  reafon  to  believe  that  every  method  will  be  adopted  that  can  make 
this  article  as  eafy  to  all  parties  as  the  nature  of  the  cafe  will  admit. 

It  will  perhaps  be  urged,  that  many  Friends  may  be  unwilling  to  fend 
their  children  to  fo  diftant  a part  of  the  nation.  It  muft  ever  be  a difficulty 
to  affectionate  parents,  to  lofe  fight  of  thefe  objedts  of  regard  and  attachment. 
But  is  it  not  daily  feen,  that  parents  in  the  molt  affluent  circumftances,  both 
amongft  us  and  others,  part  with  their  offspring  to  the  greateft  diftances, 
when  the  benefit  in  profpect  for  their  children  claims  fuch  a facrifice  ? The 
fchools  of  Friends  in  the  North,  and  in  the  Weft  of  England,  chiefly  confift  of 
children  from  the  greateft  diftances ; and  they  often  remain  at  them,  unfeen 
by  their  parents,  a longer  time  than  perhaps  may  be  the  cafe  at  this  School, 

Befides^ 
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Befides,  have  we  not  feen  this  objection  totally  removed,  by  what  has  hap- 
pened at  Gilderfome,  a place  as  remote  from  London,  and  the  Eaftern  and 
Southern  parts  of  the  kingdom,  as  Ackworth  ? 

Befides,  the  feparation  of  children  from  their  connections,  is  oftentimes  of 
much  confequence  to  themfelves  and  their  families,  by1 preventing  improper 
affociations,  or  diffolving  fuch  as  may  have  already  been  formed,  greatly* to  the 
unhappinefs  of  many  an  affectionate  careful  parent. 

There  is  one  objection  of  much  weight,  that  naturally  prefents  itfelf  to  the 
view  of  every  confiderate  perfon,  which  is  the  fituation  of  the  times.  This  is 

molt  certainly  a difcouragement  to  every  public  undertaking,  and  to  this  in 

particular  : but  with  the  difficulties  of  the  times,  the  neceffity  of  fome  fuch 
provifion  keeps  equal  pace.  Many  may  be  obliged  to  accept  of  that  help, 
which  they  once  could  afford  to  others ; and  one  of  the  fureft  means,  perhaps, 
of  averting  fuch  neceffity,  will  be  to  cor.fider  ourfelves  as  flewards  of  the 
bleffings  we  enjoy,  and  that  by  communicating  to  the  wants  of  others,  we  are 
laying  up  provifion  againft  want  ourfelves. 

Large  contributions  are  not  expeCted,  where  but  little  can  be  fpared  ; and 
thofe  who  have  abundance,  we  truft  will  not  withhold  their  affiftance.  By  the 
means  of  the  bills  of  admiffion,  many  will  have  it  in  their  power  to  leffen 
the  difficulties  of  a diflreffed  and  numerous  family,  by  contributing  half, 
where  the  purchafe  of  a whole  one  would  be  oppreffive,  and  fo  in  propor- 
tion. To  defcend  into  all  the  objections  that  could  be  framed,  would  be 

tedious  to  my  friend.  I believe  we  ffiall  both  be  of  opinion,  that  thofe  who 
do  not  chufe  to  part  with  any  thing,  however  commendable  and  neceffary 
the  occafion,  will  be  found  the  mold  fertile  in  raifing  objections. 

Hitherto  there  has  been  no  reafon  to  complain.  When  the  matter  was  opened 
at  the  Yearly  Meeting,  and  properly  explained,  Friends  feemed  to  vie  with 
one  another  in  their  generous  efforts.  This  has  likewife  been  the  cafe, 
wherever  the  nature  of  the  affair  has  been  rightly  underftood. 

If  any  doubts  or  difficulties  occur  to  thee  in  this  matter,  I fhall  be  ready 
to  give  any  farther  information  that  I can  : and,  on  the  other  hand,  if  any  hints 
occur  to  thee,  that  may  tend  to  the  more  effectual  completion  of  this  defign, 
I fhall  be  very  glad  to  receive  them,  and  lay  them  before  the  Committee, 
who,  I am  fatisfied,  have  nothing  more  at  heart,  than  to  fulfil  the  inten- 
tions of  the  Yearly  Meeting. 

I would  again  oblerve,  that  as  we  are  now  in  poffeffion  of  a houfe,  built 
for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  accommodating  large  numbers  of  children,  and 
with  every  conveniency  for  this  purpofe ; where  there  is  room  for  a variety 
of  employments  fuitable  to  their  ages  and  conditions,  and  where  learning 
and  good  behaviour  will  be  duly  attended  to  j in  a healthy  country,  plen- 

. tifully 
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tifully  fupplied  with  fuel  and  provifions  ; and,  to  crown  all,  under  the  infpec- 
tion  of  many  judicious  valuable  Friends,  there  is  every  reafon  to  hope  for 
fuccefs. 

Application  has  hitherto  chiefly  been  made  for  afliftance  in  this  undertaking, 
to  fuch  who  are  deemed  to  be  in  affluent  circumflances.  Thofe  of  the  middle 
rank  are  always  ready  to  give  their  proportion,  on  every  fuitable  occafion ■,  and 
I doubt  not,  but  many  fuch  are  difpofed  to  favour  this  undertaking,  according 
to  their  ability. 

Of  one  thing  Friends  in  general  may,  I believe,  be  fully  fatisfied  ; which  is, 
that  thofe  who  have  ftepped  forward  in  this  affair,  have  had  nothing  more  at 
heart,  than  that  by  embracing  an  opportunity  which  might  never  again  offer, 
they  might  contribute,  as  much  as  in  them  lay,  to  render  the  labour  and  care 
of  the  Society,  during  the  courfe  of  many  years,  effectual  for  the  fafety  and 
prefervation  of  the  rifing  and  fucceeding  generations. 

I am 

Thy  friend, 

John  Fothergill# 

London,  24th  1 ft  month,  1779. 


\ 


3 


A N 


■■  .. ; • 


, : . f - . ’ ■ f ■.  • '• 


t - • -3- 


> i >-ns  ' 


. 


. . J * ! 


s; 


Hm:  :.:t 


:•  ■ i 


y.  . ..  HR-r‘ 


j ; ' . : ' i ' 

. •*  . • - . . ••• 

i ' ' - 


. > 


. r,.  > ■ y'  ■ 


Y 


u:  ■ 


A N 


Englilh  Freeholder's  Addrels 


TO  HIS 


wvr 


COUNTRYMEN*. 


“ With  but  half  of  our  natural  ftrength,  we  are  at  war  againft  confederate  powers,  who 
“ have  fingly  threatened  us  with  ruin.  Whilft  we  are  left  naked  on  one  fide,  our  other 
“ flank  is  uncovered  by  any  alliance.  We  are  accumulating  debt  to  the  amount  of  at  leaft 
“ fourteen  millions  in  the  year/’ 

Burke, 


assa 


• Publilhed  anno  1780. 
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JT  Had  ■proceeded  thus  far  in  the  prefent  Collection,  when  I met  with  the  following 
pamphlet ; had  I been  previoufiy  informed  of  its  authenticity , it  fijould  have  fuc- 
ceeded  the  Confiderations  relative  to  the  North  American  Colonies,  as  being 
connected  with  the  fame  political  fubjeCl : however,  as  they  refer  to  very  different 
periods  of  the  fame  unnatural  conteft , their  fucceffive  connexion  in  this  publication 
is  lefs  requifite. 

I have  already  mentioned  the  intimate  .correfpondence  which  had  Jubfifted  between 
Henry  Zouch  of  Sandal  and  Dr,  Fothergill , and  this  pamphlet  is  the  fubftance  of 
various  letters  from  the  latter  to  the  former , immediately  prior  to  the  General 
Ajfembly  of  the  county  of  York,  held  December  30 th,  1779. 

Yhe  late  Marquis  of  Rockingham  having  fully  conveyed  to  H.  Zouch  his  fenti- 
mcnts  relative  to  the  proceedings  of  the  Yorkjhire  Affociation  ; this  refpeClable  ma- 
gi fir  ate  made  the  DoClor  acquainted  therewith , which  produced  the  following  letters 


<c  London , 

<c  the  iqth  of  the  \th  month , 1780. 

cr  IF  was  very  kind  to  communicate  to  me  Lord  Rockingham' s letters , which 
I now  return , with  many  thanks  for  the  perufal  of  them,  Ithey  confirm  the 
4f  high  efteem  in  which  I had  long  held  him,  for  his  engaging  manners , the  found- 
ce  nefs  of  his  judgment,  and  the  integrity  of  his  heart.  Fho'  a friend  to  liberty 
4f  and  the  jufi  rights  of  mankind,  it  is  wife  in  him  not  to  commit  himfelf  upon 
tl  doubtful  propofitions , or  which,  yet  at  leafi,  are  crude  and  unafcertained. 

(l  The  paragraph  relative  to  Lord  S.  is  worthy  of  the  writer.  Accept  of 
:c  my  bcfi  wifioes,  &c.  J.  Fothergill 

N.  B.  Fhe  following  is  the  paragraph  in  quefiion  ; it  is  taken  from  a letter  fent 
by  Lord  Rockingham  to  H.  Zouch,  dated  March  23,  17  Bo,  and  hath  reference  to  the 
.duel  in  which  Lord  S.  had  been  jufi  then  engaged : 

er  I had  the  fatisf action  of  feeing  Lord  Shelburne  this  morning.  He  has  no 
cc  fever,  or  any  fymptom  to  caufe  alarm. 

cc  A few  old  letters  in  his  waiftcoat  pocket,  impeded  the  force  of  the  ball. — I 
cc  need  not  fay,  that  his  conduct  in  the  bufinefs  was  highly  honourable.  Men, 
cc  in  thefe  times,  mufi  fiand  prepared  for  firange  events.  How  neceffary 
“ general  union  is  become*  /” 

• No  per  fin  who  is  anxious  for  the  welfare  of  this  country , can  read  the  foregoing  account  without 
emotion.  — Che  Jingular  prejervation  of  a ?nan  to  whom  this  nation  is  indebted  for  an  honourable  peace, 
at  a period  -when  Jhe  was  no  longer  able  to  oppofe,  with  any  profpecl  of  fuccefs , the  four  greatejl  po^wers 
in  the  world,  may  be  gratefully  revered  as  providential . Che  impartial  page  of  future  hifiory  may 
unite  in  equal  eulogy  a Chatham,  who  rafied  the  empire  by  a fuccefsful  war ; and  a Shelburne,  who 
faved  it  by  a well-timed  peace.  Editor. 


A N 


C 477  ] 


A N 

Englifh  Freeholder’s  Addrefs,  &c. 


My  Friends  and  Countrymen, 

frT'HO’  I almoft  defpair  of  rendering  yon  much  fervice,  yet  what  little  I can 
do,  is  due  to  the  public  welfare.  ♦ 

We  all  fee  and  deplore  the  diftreffes  of  our  country,  and  have  dill  greater 
in  profpedt.  I need  not  recount  to  you  the  feveral  articles  that  make  up  the 
difference  of  what  we  have  been,  and  of  what  we  are. 

To  apprehend  clearly  the  caufes  of  this  difference,  and  to  endeavour  to  re- 
move them,  when  found,  is  of  much  greater  confequence  to  us. 

The  origin  of  our  misfortunes  hath  been  hitherto  attributed  to  various 
caufes ; but  we  now  feem  in  general  to  be  clearly  convinced,  that  they  pro- 
ceed from  the  American  War. 

To  inquire  into  the  juftice.or  injuftice  of  this  fatal  conteft,  is  not  my  pre- 
fent  purpofe.  Very  fenfible,  and  very  upright  perfons,  ftill  differ  much  in 
their  opinions  concerning  this  matter.  But,  however  weighty  and  important 
the  conlideration  of  it  was  at  the  firft  commencement,  now  there  feems  only  to 
be  one  confideration  left  to  us ; how  to  get  out  of  it,  with  the  lead:  poffible 
lofs  and  difgrace. 

Having  been  intimately  acquainted  for  upwards  of  forty  years,  not  with 
the  concerns  of  this  or  that  province  fingly,  but  with  them  all,  I foon  per- 
ceived when  the  confufion  began,  that  thofe  who  took  the  part  of  America 
againft  Adminiftration,  and  thofe  who  fupported  the  meafures  of  Government 
againft  that  Country,  were  almoft  total  ftrangers  to  America,  to  the  Country, 
and  to  its  Inhabitants : many,  to  fuch  a degree,  as  to  be  ignorant  whence  the 
people  fprungj  what  language  they  fpoke ; what  religion  they  profeffed ; nay, 
of  what  complexion  they  were.  This  ignorance  was  almoft  univerfal ; and  the 
little  of  truth  concerning  them  that  was  advanced,  was  mixed  with  fo  much 
falfehood  and  abfurdity,  and  thefe  became  fo  rivetted  in  the  minds  of  each 
party,  that  all  reafoning  was  loft  upon  them. 

i 
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I can  fafely  aver,  that  many  of  the  officers  who  early  went  over  on  this 
unfortunate  hufinefs,  have  come  back  as  utterly  uninformed,  in  refpeft  to  the 
moft  practical  points,  almoft,  as  thofe  v/ho  remained  here. 

The  knowledge  of  America  was  confined  to  the  Merchants  and  Traders 
chiefly.  It  was  a country  talked  of ; but  no  people,  fave  thofe  immediately 
interefted  in  its  produce,  knew  any  thing  about  it.  From  the  debates  upon 
the  STAMP-ACT,  fome  little  information  arofe,  but  this  was  forgotten  in  a 
few  years. 

The  Island  of  Virginia  has  been  fpoken  of  in  a Court  of  Judicature,  by  a 
learned  pleader  ; and  fimilar  inftances  of  a general  ignorance,  a criminal  one, 
of  this  vaft  region,  pervaded  the  Country,  the  Univerfities,  the  Courts  of 
Law,  the  Legiflature  in  too  general  a manner,  and  even  Adminiftration 
ltfelf. 

I have  dwelt  on  this  topic  perhaps  longer  than  may  feem  neceflary,  but  I, 
think  it  is  impoffible  to  account  for  the  madnefs  and  folly  of  our  conduct,  on 
any  other  principle,  than  either  confummate  ignorance  of  the  fubjeCt  of  con- 
tention, or  judicial  infatuation. 

I do  not  lay  this  to  the  charge  of  one  party  more  than  the  other ; the  ge- 
nerality on  both  fides  have  taken  up  their  notions  precipitately  ; means  of  in- 
formation were  not  immediately  at  hand;  and  they  contented  themfelves  with 
fuch  crude  opinions  as  accident  fupplied  them  with.  In  fuch  a general  out- 
line there  were  exceptions  ; but  as  thefe  differed  from  the  common  fabric  of 
the  day,  they  were  neglected  and  defpifed. 

If  we  examine  the  fpeeches  made  by  thofe  whom  we  ought  to  confider  as  the 
belt  informed  at  this  time,  a perfon  acquainted  with  America,  the  People,  their 
Temper,  their  Refources,  who  views  what  they  have  done,  what  they  are  effect- 
ing, and  what  extent  of  country  they  inhabit ; will  fee  fufficient  reafon  to  be- 
lieve, that  the  generality  in  this  country  are  in  a great  meafure  ignorant  of 
what  moft  effentially  concerns  them  to  be  fully  and  largely  acquainted  with. 

It  is  with  regret,  that  I am  obliged  to  obferve,  that  Adminiftration  is  not  fo 
well  informed,  as  they  ought  to  be  : not  fo  much  for  the  want  of  means  of  in- 
formation, as  to  a habit  of  receiving  none , but  from  fuch  as  they  choofe ; moft 
unfortunately  for  the  public,  I am  afraid,  that  no  information  is  palatable  to 
thofe  who  ought  to  be  rightly  informed,  but  fuch  as  favours  their  inclinations. 
Three  forts  of  people  have  difcovered  their  inclinations,  and  from  the  deftruc- 
tion  of  the  TV#,  nay,  from  the  time  of  the  Stamp-A£l3  have  uniformly,  and  effi- 
cacioufly  fupplied  that  very  fpecies  of  information,  in  abundance,  which  they 
found  to  be  moft  acceptable. 

Firft,  The  EnglijJo  Commifiaries  of  the  Stamp  duties,  forced  from  their  em- 
ployments with  difgrace,  made  a merit  of  defcribing  the  Americans , as  one 

mana 
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man,  averfe  to  Kingly  Government.  Their  reports  were  heard  with  avidity ; 
and  in  fpite  of  that  compromife,  which  took  place  on  repealing  the  Stamp-AEf, 
that  nothing  of  the  kind  fhould  be  attempted,  yet  it  was  refolved  to  ob- 
tain a pepper-corn,  which  if  refufed,  punifhment  fhould  follow:  it  was 
unanimoufly  afierted,  that  the  inflidlion  of  it  was  no  lefs  necefiary,  than 
practicable. 

When  this  pepper-corn  was  demanded  in  the  Tea  duty,  to  pay  it,  or  not  to 
pay  it,  became  the  queflion  in  America.  Different  fides  were  taken,  and 
thofe  who  infilled  on  complying,  were  forced  to  leave  their  country ; many  of 
them,  perfons  of  note,  of  property,  and  known  at  home,  I mean  in  England , 
which  an  American  always  was  accuftomed  to  call  his  home . Thefe  exiles  were 
received  with  latisfadlion j their  accounts  of  the  people  fully  believed;  the 
hopes  they  offered  became  fubflantial ; they  were  rewarded  and  provided  for  as 
well  as  the  times  would  permit. 

Unfortunately  for  this  kingdom,  I apprehend,  we  pay  not  lefs  than  60,000 1. 
per  annum  for  fuch  kind  of  intelligence,  all  tending  to  demonflrate  with  one 
voice,  that  America  is  eafily  to  be  fubdued ; that  more  than  half  of  the 
people  wifh  to  be  under  the  dominion  of  Great-Britain ; that  the  Congrefs  is 
divided ; and  that  a majority  is  foon  to  be  expeCled  on  the  fide  of  Great- 
Britain.  How  often  have  we  been  affured,  that  IVaJhington' s troops  were  un- 
cloathed,  unarmed,  undifciplined,  and  flarving  ? Yet,  has  he  not  baffled  a fuc- 
ceffion  of  the  ablefl  officers,  and  the  bell  troops  this  country  had  to  fend,  well 
appointed  with  every  thing?  What  have  they  done  ? flayed  till  the  officers  were 
difgraced,  the  army  reduced ; their  ranks  partly  filled  up  with  American  re- 
cruits, and  new  regiments  formed  of  them ; the  nation  loaded  with  taxes; 
and  a feries  of  evils  that  I will  not  recount.  Such  is  the  effeCt  of  mifinfor- 
mation  ! 

To  thefe  deluded,  vindiClive,  neceffitous  people,  are  joined  another  Phalanx  j 
all  thofe  who  profit  by  the  War.  Who  are  they  ? I anfwer,  LEGION ! 

Partly  perceiving  the  inclinations  of  their  fuperiors,  but  flrongly  attached  to 
their  own  interefts,  they  join  in  the  cry,  and  picking  up  the  idle  partial  tales  of 
the  Refugees , retail  them  to  the  public  as  oracles,  and  give  full  fandtion  to  the 
profitable  opinions  of  their  fuperiors. 

Mufl  we  except  the  Scotch  from  affifling  in  this  pleafing  reverie  ? I wifh  not 
to  perpetuate  diftmdtions,  nor  to  hold  up  to  the  public  the  part  they  have 
taken  in  forwarding  this  horrid  bufinefs. 

If  they  could  regard  an  Englipman  with  the  fame  partiality  as  they  do  their 
own  countrymen  in  equal  fituations,  they  fhould  have  my  applaufe : they  always 
have  my  difinterefled  regard;  many  of  them  are  worthy  of  it. 


What 
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"What  can  withftand  the  fuggeftions  of  all  thefe  ? TJte • Refugees,- 'the  Con- 
traSlors,  the  Military  when  united,  in  faying  things  which  it  is  wifhed  might  be 
believed?  Take  thefe  matters  into  co.nfideratio-n,  my  countrymen,  and  then 
refleCt  on  your  condition  ! * 

From  my  thorough  knowledge  of  America',  I fcruple  not  to  fay,  and  I mod 
firmly  believe  it  from  this  knowledge,  that  if  France  and  Spain  were  leagued 
with  you  againft  America,  you  never  would  be  able  to  fubdue  it.  You  might 
drive  them  into  the  interior  parts  of  the  country,  the  determined  part  of  them; 
poflefs  yourfelves  of  their  Towns  and  Sea-ports;  but  a nation  would  exift  in 
fpite  of  all  your  united  efforts,  and  make  it  a moot-point,  when  you  had  ef- 
fected this,  whether  the  poffeflion  of  thefe  places  would  be  worth  the  expence 
of  maintaining  them:  in  my  opinion  they  would  not;  and  I think,  I can  give 
teafons  not  eafy  to  be  refuted. 

Should  this  opinion  be  tolerably  well  founded.  What  fuccefs  are  we  likely  to. 
expeCl  when  France  and  Spain  take  part  with  America  againft  us  ? He  mult  be 
an  idiot  of  a Very  fingular  call,  who  is  not  able  to  fee  the  confequences,. 
Wajhington  alone  with  his  forces,  fuch  as  they  are,  has  prevented  us  from  ob- 
taining a fingle  province.  The  Maffachufetts,  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  and 
Virginia , (unlefs  fome  frivolous,  irritating,  unavailing  expedition  up  the  Chefa - 
peak,  fhould  make  this  province  an  exception)  enjoy  all  the  fweets  of  peace,, 
except  maintaining  troops  at  a diftance  for  their  defence.  To  leffen  thefe  dif- 
ficulties, the  principal  part  of  the  pay  of  the  Britijh  troops  finds  its  way  for  ne- 
cefiaries  into  thefe  provinces. 

When  the  confederates  of  America  aCt  in  conjunction  with  their  new 
friends,  vigoroufly,  as  there  is  every  reafon  to  fuppofe  they  will,  becaufe  it  is, 
their  obvious  and  moft  important  intereft  to  render  Great-Britain  and  America 
feparate  Empires,  then  will  France  have  her  day  of  triumph  over  us.  AIL 
Europe  faw,  that  the  two  Empires  united,  were  growing  too  mighty; 

To  think  that  France  means  to  keep  pofleflion  of  any  part  of  America,, 
claimed  by  the  Congrefs,  argues  childifh  ignorance  : They  mean  only  to 
divide  you.  It  would  be  as  expenfive,  and  as  little  advantageous  to  the 
French,  or  Spaniards , to  keep  poflefiion  of  any  of  the  Congrefs  territories,  as 

• Dean  Tucker  fomewhere  faith,  that  there  are  feven  forts  of  people  who  clamour  for  war,  and 
found  the  alarm  for  battle.  1,  The  Mock  Patriot,  whofe  bread  beats  high  with  the  love  of  his 
country.  2.  The  hungry  Pamphleteer,  the  Jackall  of  the  Patriot  lion.  3.  That  Monller  of 
Modern  Times,  the  Broker  and  Gambler  at  * Change-  Alley . 4;.  News-writers,  Political  Fire-brand* 
—this  country  is  now  as  much  news-ridden,  as  it  was  prieft-ridden  in- the  days  of  our  forefathers. 

5.  Contractors,  Commiflaries,  Paymalters,  &c.  &c.  who  croak  for  war,  to  fatten  on  human  bloodi, 

6.  Dealers  in  exports  and  imports,  and  Colony  traders,  languilh  for  war.  7.  Land  and  Sea-?-, 
officers  are  the  invariable  advocates  for  war* 
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it  would  be  to  you.  Bickerings,  contentions,  and  wars,  would  deftroy  all  the 
fruit  of  fuch  poffeffions. 

No  wife  American  will  fubmit  to  it:  nor  will  they  foon  prefer  a Frenchman 
to  an  Englijhman.  Their  prefent  union,  is  an  union  of  found  policy ; na- 
tional friendfhip  hath  little  fhare  in  it : by  mutual  good  offices  it  may  become 
fuch  : and  this  will  be  effe&ed  the  fooner,  in  proportion  to  your  inveteracy 
againft  them. 

But  what  is  your  opinion,  my  Countrymen,  of  the  confederacy  formed  around 
us,  commonly  ftyled  an  armed  neutrality  ? Of  this  I cannot  fpeak  with  fo  much 
confidence,  as  I can  of  the  affairs  of  America,  becaufe  thefe  I know  ; the  other 
I can  only  guefs  at.  But  I will  tell  you  my  opinion  : embrace  it  if  it  fquares 
with  your  own.  The  Englijh  have  long  claimed  the  dominion  of  the  fea ; and 
not  only  claimed,  but  exercifed  it ; and  in  war,  to  a degree  of  infufferable  ty- 
ranny. No  nation,  however  mortified,  however  affronted,  durft  oppofe  our 
pretenfions : We  obliged  them  to  ftrike  to  us,  fearched,  feized,  and  condemned 
their  ffiips,  by  laws  of  our  own  conftruftion.  No  nation  durft  feek  redrefs  by 
any  other  means,  than  by  quietly  fubmitting  to  our  maritime  code  of  laws. 

When  the  powers  of  Europe  faw  us  embroiled  in  the  manner  we  are,  our 
Colonies  unfubdued  by  all  our  efforts,  and  joined  by  a powerful  confederacy, 
they  judged  it  a feafonable  time  to  affert  their  rights,  and  to  frame  a code  of 
maritime  laws  on  the  principles  of  free  navigation:  That  the  fea  is  a common 
highway  for  all  nations  bordering  on  it,  and  that  no  one  people  has  a right  to 
prefcribe  or  inftitute  a jurifdidtion  over  another  equally  free,  though  not 
equally  powerful  with  another.  It  would  be  a hard  thing  indeed,  if  every  tra- 
veller of  great  force  was  allowed  to  compel  another  of  lefs  power  to  attend  him 
at  the  next  inn,  to  examine  into  the  nature  of  his  bufinefs. 

Wearied  with  many  grievous  infults  and  indignities,  and  perceiving  our  em- 
barraffed  fituation,  the  powers  of  Europe  feem  determined  to  frame  a fet  of  laws 
by  which  they  will  uniformly  abide,  in  peace  and  in  war : if  we  refufe  to  com- 
ply, they  mean  to  employ  this  armed  neutrality  againft  us.  Should  this  be  the 
cafe,  what  muft  be  the  event  ? Fhat  we  mujl  receive  laws  at  Jea  in  future , from 
thofe  to  whom  we  have  hitherto  given  them.  It  may  be  very  juft,  but  it  is  cer- 
tainly very  humiliating  to  a brave  and  high-fpirited  people,  that  hath  been 
long  in  poffeffion  of  fuch  a fovereignty.  If  we  refufe  to  comply  with  the  regu- 
lations prefented  to  us,  this  armed  neutrality , in  conjunftion  with  France  and 
Spain , will  in  my  opinion  unite  in  compelling  us. 

To  our  American  War , to  which  we  feem  at  beft  to  be  barely  equal,  is  likely 
to  be  added  the  armed  force  of  all  the  maritime  powers  in  Europe.  If  we  can 
but  barely  fupport  ourfelves  in  the  former,  is  there  the  leaft  chance  for  us  to 
oppofe  the  latter  with  fuccefs  ? 
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There  Teems  however  to  be  another  matter  in  contemplation  with  thefe  neutral 
■powers* 

They  know  how  much  our  power  hath  increafed  by  our  Commerce  in  general, 
with  America  in  particular.  Tobacco  is  a confiderable  article  of  traffic,  and  of 
revenue  in  moft  of  the  European  ftates : they  wiffi  to  partake  in  this  bufinefs,  as 
well  as  in  other  articles  of  American  trade : at  a proper  feafon  I imagine  they 
will  fend  the  like  meffage  to  us,  as  France  has  done. 

America,  fay  they,  has  declared  herfelf  independent ; France  and  Spain  have 
acknowledged  her  independence  j they  enjoy  the  benefit  of  it  5 and  the  fubjeCts- 
of  thefe  other  ftates  petition  for  the  fame  privileges ; they  grant  thefe  privileges, 
declare  America  independent,  and  tell  you,  if  you  moleft  them  they  will  refill. 
Are  you  able  to  contend  with  all  the  world  ? 

Say  that  thefe  are  conjectures : — -be  it  fo;  but  they  are  conjectures  worth  at- 
tending to,  and  which  only  can  he  rendered  ineffectual,  by  a peace  with 
America. 

Without  a peace  you  are  undone  at  home,  and  controlled  by  your  neigh- 
bours. I omit  the  catalogue  of  diftreffes  which  have  grown,  and  are  ftill  in- 
creafing  from  the  American  War>  becaufe  they  are  known,  and  felt  by  every 
fenfible  feeling  perfon. 

Where  is  the  remedy  ? There  is  a Ihort  one,  tho’  bitter  to  a few make  peace - 
*with  America , before  your  fucceffes  are  balanced  by  misfortunes,  and  before  ge- 
neral vengeance  fuperfedes  the  friendlhip  yet  fublifting  between  nations  of  the 
fame  origin,  language,  religion,  habits,  and  complexion:  now  is  the  time.  But 
how  is  peace  to  be  made  ? on  what  conditions  ? Grant  that  which  you  cannot 
keep  ; or  if  loft,  is,  by  all  your  force,  irrecoverable, — Independence fooner  or 
later  this  mull  be  done ; let  the  Refugees  and  others  interefted  in  deceiving 
you,  proclaim  the  contrary  never  fo  loudly.  I have  converfed  with  many  of' 
them,  as  well  as  with  others ; there  are  many  who  are  honeft  enough  to  ac- 
knowledge the  truth — that  America  is  invincible. 

France  will  never  allow  the  Americans  to  make  peace  with  us,  on  any  but  the- 
moft  humiliating  terms,  fay  the  advocates  for  war.  Thofe  who  affert  this, 
know  very  little  of  either  France  or  America.  Their  league  is,  and  is  only, 
that  neither  France  nor  America  lhall  make  peace  with  Great  Britain , till 
America  is  declared  independent.  This  being  effected,  a peace  is  negotiable. 

Till  then  every  attempt  to  a reconciliation  is  fruitlefs.  It  is  the  intereft  of 
France , of  Spain , of  all  Europey  that  this  ihould  take  effeCt ; that  Great  Britain. 
and  America  Ihould  be  divided  : and  the  war  will  be  continued  till  this  is  ef- 
fected. 

Shall  we  then  plunge  ourfelves  into  greater,  obvious,  unavoidable  embar=- 
r aliments,  trufting  folely  to  the  chapter-  of  accidents,,  and  fee  ourfelves  reduced 
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to  fuch  a ftate  of  weaknefs  as  to  receive  laws,  from  powers  that  dreaded  our 
frowns  ? or  fhall  we,  laying  pride  and  vengeance  afide,  like  wife  men,  endeavour 
to  make  the  beft  of  a bad  bargain,  and  try  to  extricate  ourfelves  from  lafting 
difgrace  and  poverty  ? Thefe  are  mortifying  reflexions,  but  the  event  will 
juftify  them.  I fpeak  not  from  a fpirit  of  prophecy,  but  from  clear  deduXions 
from  caufe  to  effeX.  It  may  be  aflced,  what  can  France  gain  by  all  this  expence, 
if  flie  feeks  not  for  territorial  poflfeflions  in  America  ? Why,  uncontrolled 
fuperiority  in  Europe.  Where  is  the  power,  when  America  is  divided  from  us, 
that  can  withftand  her  ? 

Whilft  we  had  America,  France  knew,  and  all  Europe  felt,  that  every  diftant 
poJTeflion  they  had,  were  fo  many  obligations  for  their  peaceable  behaviour. 
They  faw  America  growing  fo  populous,  and  fo  powerful,  her  commerce  in- 
creafing,  and  enlarging  the  power  of  Great -Britain,  that  nothing  was  fecure 
from  us.  By  the  people  of  New  England  only,  New  Spain  would  have  been 
added  to  the  Britijh  Empire  in  a few  years  of  war,  with  the  fuccour  of  a Britijb 
fleet ; and  France  knew  that  their  Wejl-India  IJlands  were  held  by  them,  at  our 
courtefy,  fhould  a war  break  out.  In  the  laft  war  the  New  Englanders , by  fuch 
affiftance,  gave  us  the  Havannah , — and  fince  that  time  they  have  been  increaf- 
ing  in  numbers,  and  as  it  feems  likewife  in  military  talents.  What  greater  ac- 
quifition  can  a nation  obtain,  than  fecurity  from  foreign  force,  and  a power  of 
retaliating  injuries  ? All  this  every  nation  in  Europe  will  obtain  by  our  humi- 
liation. 

I own  that  it  might  feem  a fufficient  inftigation  for  us  to  continue  the  war, 
were  there  a fair  probability  of  fuccefs ; of  maintaining  our  authority  over  the 
revolted  colonies,  according  to  the  maxims  of  our  fuperiors.  But  it  is  madnefs 
to  attempt  that,  which  we  can  have  no  foundation  to  hope,  either  from  reafon 
or  experience,  is  in  our  power  to  effeX  j and  if  we  attempt  it,  and  fail,  we  are 
undone. 

If  then,  my  Countrymen,  we  are  perfuaded  that  our  calamities  originate  from 
the  American  War , and  if  greater  are  ftill  in  profpeXj  If  it  is  certain,  that  the 
fuccefles  we  have  hitherto  gained,  are  not  of  equal  confequence ; If  the  forces 
of  our  enemies  increafe,  and  our  powers  diminifli ; If  we  have  not  a friend  to 
fupport  us,  but  all  Europe  looks  upon  us  with  coolnefs  and  amazement, 
{landing  on  the  verge  of  declared  hofbilities  j fliould  we  not  join,  as  one  man, 
in  petitioning  the  throne  for  peace , before  we  are  compelled  to  do  it  on  ftill 
harfher  terms  ? 

I truft  that  I am  not  fpeaking  the  language  of  faXion,  nor  that  I am  ac- 
tuated by  a fpirit  of  party.  I love  and  honour  my  fovereign,  and  my  country. 
I wifti  we  could  have  retained  the  dependence  of  America  : But  it  is  gone ! Let 
us  however  recover  her  friendjloip  j we  fhall  recover  our  commerce  with  her, 
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and  her  fupport.  Let  us  not  lofe  fo  precious  a treafure,  and  facrifice  the  re- 
maining power  of  this  nation,  to  folly,  pride,  and  vengeance. 

It  would  be  grofs  preemption  to  expedt,  that  you  fhould  adopt  opinions' 
like  thefe,  from  a namelefs  author,  and  unknown  authority  ; I do  not  wifh  for 
it : thofe  who  can  believe  one  fide  without  proof,  will  change  their  opinions, 
on  a like  uncertain,  unknown  authority.  Be  therefore  upon  your  guard ; 
compare  what  is  here  offered,  with  what  you  have  heard,  what  you  ftill  hear 
from  both  fides ; compare  that  with  what  you  fee,  and  feel  ■,  and  if  this  repre- 
fentation  then  merits  your  notice,  a<5t  accordingly. 

It  has  been  faid  that  the  American  War  is  a popular  war  ! — it  was  at  its  firft 
commencement,  and  why  ? Becaufe  the  people  were  taught  to  believe  two 
things,  which  as  they  favoured  their  purfes,  and  their  pride,  were  moft  readily 
admitted. 

They  were  taught  that  every  fhilling  we  could  obtain  from  America,  was  a 
Drilling  gained  to  them  ; they  were  taught  that  the  Americans  were  under  every 
kind  of  obligation  to  this  country,  and  had  ungratefully  refufed  to  pay  them 

this  fhilling, John  Bull  needed  no  more  to  prompt  him  to  declare  war,  not 

only  againft  America,  but  if  neceffity  fo  required,  that  is,  if  any  other  nation 
refuted  to  comply  with  John  Bull's  demands,  he  was  ready  to  declare  war 
againft  all  and  fmgular  fuch  repugnant  nations.  We  all  know  with  what  fa- 
cility, with  what  fatal  facility,  the  people  of  this  country  may  be  worked  up  to 
efpoufe  any  caufe  that  favours  their  arrogance,  and  their  intereft. 

I imagine  that  the  people  in  general  are  now  fully  convinced,  that  the  Ameri- 
can V/ar  had  better  never  have  been  begun  y — and  that  it  is  now  fo  far  from 
being  a popular  one,  that  in  fpite  of  that  fecret  pride  which  hinders  us  from 
owning  our  miftakes,  and  in  fpite  of  that  vengeance  we  could  wifh  to  execute 
on  thole  who  oppofe  our  wilhes,  yet  taught  by  dear  experience,  they  wifh  to 
have  an  end  put  to  the  difficulties  and  Ioffes  that  the  American  War  produces. 

They  have  been  taught  likewife  to  fee,  that  they  have  been  grofsly  irtl- 
pofed  upon  ; that  the  Americans  are  men  as  well  as  themfelves,  capable  of  feel- 
ing oppreffion,  and  refilling  wrongs i and  that  there  feems  no  favourable  iffue  to 
the  prefent  contention. 

To  all  thefe  misfortunes.  What  is  the  remedy  ? Peace  with  America.  Is  this 
become  the  popular  cry  ? I believe  it  is  : and  could  this  be  proved,  I cannot 
imagine,  that  the  Court,  or  the  Senate,  would  purfue  a meafure  become  unpo- 
pular, unavailing  to  the  end  propofed,  involving  us  in  the  greateft  dangers,  and 
entailing  ruin  on  our  pofterity. 

Was  I to  prefume  for  a moment  to  look  up  above  my  humble  fphere,  and 
Tig  ure  to  myfelf  a fovereign,  powerful  and  revered.  Handing  on  a precipice, 
and  urged  to  its  verge  by  miftaken  councils,  and  mifinformation  s ought  I not 
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to  be  deemed  a Traitor,  if  I withheld  information  of  his  danger,  and  ceafed  to 
prompt  him  to  confider  his  fafety,  by  telling  him,  That  if  he  either  receives 
wrong  information,  or  mifufes  his  judgement,  it  would  be  the  moft  terrible  of 
all  earthly  misfortunes  to  himfelf,  his  family,  and  his  people  ? 

Should  a perfon  ftrongly  prejudiced  in  favour  of  the  American  War , [allow 
me  here  to  lament  the  ignorance  of  a Minifler,  who  not  long  fince  publicly 
declared,  that  half  of  the  people  in  America  wiffied  to  become  fubjeCts  of 
Great~Britain  ; as  a greater  and  more  palpable  miftake,  cannot  eafily  be  uttered] 
I fay,  ffiould  a perfon  fo  prejudiced  deny  the  pofitions  I have  laid  down,  what 
muft  be  done  to  conviCt  him  of  his  miftake  ? Produce  the  ftrongeft  evidence 
of  their  truth  the  cafe  admits  of,  a fingle  perfon  can  make  but  little  progrefs 
in  a work  like  this  : it  is  a national  concern  ; and  the  public  mind  cannot  be 
better  occupied  than  in  fuch  an  enquiry. 

I am  told,  and  I have  fome  reafon  to  believe  it,  that  very  few  of  thofe  officers, 
or  others  who  have  been  in  America,  are  clofeted,  till  it  is  known  whether 
the  language  they  intend  to  fpeak,  favours  more  of  war  or  peace : if  they  re- 
prefent  the  war  as  ruinous  and  ineffectual  to  the  end  propofed,  fubjugation3  no 
further  notice  is  taken  of  them  from  that  moment. 

But  this  is  not  all : pains  are  taken  without  doors  to  difcredit  their  reports ; 
that  intereft,  difappointment,  imprudent  conduct:,  influence  all  they  fay,  and 
therefore  they  are  diibelieved.  Falsehood  gains  the  firmer  footing,  and  a de- 
voted people  is  deprived  of  all  proper  evidence. 

AJfociations , in  many  places,  have  been  entered  into,-  petitions  preferred;  and 
other  legal  and  pacific  means  ufed,  with  a view  of  refcuing  us  from  impending 
ruin  ; but  what  hath  been  the  confequence  ? A general  defeat. 

It  is  urged,  that  we  ajked  for  too  much,  and  therefore  obtained  nothing.  Be 
this  as  it  may;  no  good  citizen  will  ever  be  difcouraged  from  making  further 
movements  towards  obtaining  a temperate  and  conftitutional  reform. 

To  fet  on  foot  a difpaffionate,  general  enquiry.  County  by  County , into  the 
cffeCts  which  this  war  has  had  upon  them  feverally,  whether  for  the  better  or 
the  worfe  ; would  feem  to  be  neither  an  impracticable,  offenfive,  nor  an  ufe- 
lefs  fcheme.  It  would  colleCt  into  one  point,  the  feelings  of  the  people;  it 
would  be  no  difficult  matter,  then,  to  guefs  at  their  opinions-— And  the  knowledge 
of  the  public  mind,  thus  concentered,  would  undoubtedly  produce  juft  and 
cogent  reafons,  for  continuing  or  difcontinuing  the  American  War ; and  it 
ought  not  to  be  fuppofed,  that  our  fuperiors,  when  they  fee  the  fentiments  of  the 
people  at  large,  will  have  any  other  mind,  than  a right  one. 

Would  it  therefore  be  an  improper  meafure  to  prevail  upon  the  prefent 
AjfociaticnSy  and  others  to  be  appointed  in  Counties  where  there  are  none, 
to  obtain  the  beft  account  they  can  of  the  prefent  ftate  of  affairs  amongft  them. 
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in  refpedt  to  the  value  of  lands;  the  ftate  of  manufadtures,  where  there  are  any; 
the  progrefs  in  public  works  for  profit,  or  pleasure;  the  ftate  of  the  poor’s 
rate;  and  fuch  other  indubitable  evidence  of  the  prefent  condition  of  this 
country,  as  it  may  be  in  their  power  to  colled  ? I confefs  that  this  may  be  a 
difficult  undertaking ; yet,  if  accomplifhed,  could  not  fail  of  carrying  with  it 
convidion  to  the  moft  determined  bread. 

For  it  cannot  be  fuppofed  that  any  man,  or  any  fet  of  men  in  power,  ffiall 
from  mere  obftinacy  and  caprice,  perfevere  in  effeding  the  ruin  of  a country 
over  which  they  prefide. 

It  would  make  a neceffary  part  of  thefe  enquiries,  to  obtain  likewife,  as  far 
as  poffible,  not  partial  fragments  of  the  prefent  ftate  of  North  America , the 
ftate  of  our  armies  in  it,  the  power  of  their  opponents,  the  expence  we  are  at, 
and  the  comparative  of  theirs.  Hitherto  the  Americans  have  had  very  great 
difficulties  in  fupporting  public  credit,  and  obtaining  a value  for  their  cur- 
rency. I am  informed  that  both  are  put  upon  a better  footing  now,  than 
they  have  been.  The  pay  we  fend  over  for  the  fupport  of  our  troops,  in  a 
great  degree  finds  its  way  into  the  hands  of  the  Americans.  They  are  induced 
at  great  rifks  to  fupply  us  with  frefh  provifions,  and  other  neceffary  articles, 
.and  receive  in  return  exorbitant  profits.  Two  fhillings  fterling  has  often  been 
paid,  I am  informed,  at  New  Fork  for  a Cabbage.  The  Americans  will  be  in 
no  hafte  to  terminate  a War,  which  affords  fuch  -gains  to  their  country.  It  is 
fuppofed  there  are  near  Three  Millions  fterling , now  in  the  Continental  fervice. 

The  great  depreciation  of  their  currency  is  amended  in  one  opulent  province, 
by  a fubfcription  of  a great  number  of  perfons  of  known  property,  to  receive  the 
paper  currency  at  its  full  value ; and  if  this  is  followed  by  the  other  ftates,  this 
currency  will  be  as  valuable  as  our  bank  notes.  Had  not  a number  of  Gen- 
tlemen united  in  the  year  1745,  to  give  thefe  notes  a fanftion,  we  might  then 
.have  felt  all  the  depreciating  confequences  of  unftable  credit,  that  has  hindered 
the  Americans  from  doing  any  thing  effedtually. 

Proper  enquiries  will  bring  many  things  of  this  nature  to  light,  and  enable 
ns  to  determine,  with  precifion,  the  chance  we  have  of  fubduing  them. 

Two  enquiries  feem  therefore  worth  attending  to,  in  order  to  carry  unequi- 
vocal and  interefting  information  to  our  superiors  : ift.  The  ftate  of  things  at 
home;  2d.  The  ftate  of  affairs  abroad;  in  which  may  be  included,  notices  of 
the  ftates  about  us. 

It  is  not  impoffible  to  obtain  accounts  that  may  be  relied  on,  by  private 
perfons,  of  their  views  and  intentions;  In  a word,  to  get  juft  intelligence,  and 
to  convey  this  intelligence  with  proper  vouchers,  to  thofe  whom  it  concerns, 
feem  to  be  the  moft  likely  means  of  bringing  us  all  into  one  mind,  which  is, 
the  abfolute  neceffity  of  making  peace  with  America . 
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There  has  lately  arifen  a new  and  very  cogent  reafon,  exceedingly  weighty 
with  every  humane  every  chriftian  mind,  to  effect,  if  poffible,  this  important 
purpofe.  Hitherto  the -war  in  America  has  in  general  been  carried  on  with 
a degree  of  temper  and  moderation,  feldom  known  in  civil  wars,  of  which  this 
is  a certain,  but  fingular  fpecies. 

Both  the  parties,  engaged  in  the  execution  of  the  orders  of  the  States  they 
ferved,  did  their  duty  with  reluctance  ; they  felt  as  Brethren,  though  they 
were  commanded  to  have  no  fuch  feelings. 

Still  however  the  generality  hoped  that  a time  might  come,  when  they  might 
once  more  fhake  hands  as  friends,  if  not  as  brethren. — Sudden  provocations 
beget  as  fudden,  and  as  violent  retaliations. — Confidering  the  length  of  the 
war,  and  other  circumftances,  thefe  inftances  have  been  comparatively  few,. 
The  troops  on  both  fides  performed  their  duty  coolly,  and  with  the  feelings 
of  humanity. 

The  late  executions,  firfl  at  Charles  A own  by  Lord  Cornwallis , the  retaliations 
by  Congrefs,  and  the  late  one  in  the  American  Camp,  have  enraged  the  Americans 
on  one  fide,  the  Britijh  army  on  the  other ; and  victory,  by  fair  and  honourable 
means,  will  be  no  longer  the  object,  but  all  the  horrors  of  Revenge  ! Nothing 
will  elcape  the  fury  of  the  fword  on  either  fide!  right  and  wrong  will  Ceafit 
to  be  the  views  of  either ; nothing  but  fiery  indignation  ! 

Can  the  people  of  England , famed  for  humanity,  look  calmly  on  fuch  a 
fcene  ? If  they  can,  Where  is  their  boafted  humanity?  Where  is  their  pretence 
to  a reformed  Religion  ? Alas  for  my  country,  if  fuch  is  their  infenfibility, 
barbarifm,  and  impiety  ! 

That  thofe  who  have  led  us  into  this  unnatural  and  inhuman  conteft,  fhould 
have  no  concern,  no  compunction,  I do  not  wonder.  Had  they  feen,  or  felt 
the  calamities  of  war,  they  would  affuredly  have  prevented  them.  From  them 
we  can  expeCt  no  mitigation  of  human  miferies  ! 

It  is  the  piety,  the  compaflion  of  the  public,  that  muft  interfere  to  prevent 
thefe  dreadful  calamities,  and  flop  the  further  effufion  of  blood.  For  your 
own  fakes  therefore,  and  for  theirs,  ufe  every  effort  to  open  the  eyes  of  thofe 
who  direCt  this  dreadful  ftorm,  that  they  may  fee  its  confequences. 

As  I am  perfuaded,  that  the  want  of  proper  and  juft  information  is  one 
great  caufe  of  our  prefent  fatal  controverfy  with  America— want  of  infor- 
mation, what  America  is,  and  is  capable  of ; want  of  information,  to  what 
extent  we  fuffer  on  this  account— procure  it  for  them  : force  the  evidence  of 
truth  upon  them : not  by  clamour  and  acrimonious  inveCtives,  (provocations 
which  neither  fide  would  bear  in  fimilar  fituations)  but  with  calm,  difpaflionate, 
irrefragable  proof. 

If  you  think  that  the  Americans  only  will  fuffer  in  this  revengeful  conflict, 

you 
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you  are  certainly  miftaken;  numbers  of  them  may  fall,  but  your  fons,  brothers, 
relations,  muft  likewife  become  vidtims  to  rage  and  fury  in  fome  proportion  ! 

To  defcend  to  a view  of  our  fituation  in  the  different  parts  of  the  globe, 
would  lead  me  from  the  point;  I wifh  to  keep  always  in  view,  the  abfolute  ne- 
ceffity  of  peace  with  America , on  any  terms.  We  are  yet  an  unbroken  Empire 
in  every  part  of  the  globe,  but  America  ; therefore  when  peace  becomes 
the  objedt  with  the  contending  ftates,  the  uti  pojfidetis  is  in  a narrow  compafs. 

Hitherto  we  have  taken  nothing  from  Spain , nor  they  from  us,  I mean  of 
territory,  except  in  a point  of  Florida.  The  French  have  got  from  us  two 
Illands  which  we  can  fpare. 

But  fuppofe  the  Spaniards  fhould  make  themfelves  matters  of  Gibraltar , (and 
if  they  are  fuperior  at  fea,  which  is  far  from  impollible,  this  may  happen)  what 
is  to  become  of  our  influence  in  the  Mediterranean  ? 

While  the  ftates  of  Barbary  fee  us  in  pofieflion  of  this  fortrefs,  in  fpite 
of  the  utmoft  efforts  of  Spain , they  acknowledge  us  fuperior  to  Spain , and  are 
afraid  of  our  power.  They  treat  the  Britijh  fubjedts  with  fome  degree  of  refpedt ; 
and  I believe,  there  are  few,  if  any,  now  in  flavery. 

But  was  this  the  cafe  before  we  were  in  pofieflion  of  Gibraltar  ? By  no 
means.  I have  documents  before  me  of  large  fums  annually  employed  in 
redeeming  Englijhmen  from  the  horrid  cruelties  of  Furkijh  flavery.  When  they 
faw  us  in  pofleflion  of  this  fortrefs,  and  able  tp  maintain  it,  they  juftly  con- 
cluded that  a nation,  which  could  do  fo  much,  could  do  more ; and  therefore 
treated  us  with  refpedt:  with  them  we  ftand  the  foremoft  of  all  maritime  powers. 
The  moment  we  lofe  the  pofieflion  of  Gibraltar , that  nation  which  obtains  it, 
becomes  the  object  of  their  fear,  and  the  others  ceafe  in  proportion  to  have  any 
weight  with  them. 

It  is  of  the  utmoft  confequence  to  Spain , that  fhe  fhould  obtain  this  important 
fortrefs;  and  it  is  a convincing  proof  of  her  aflurance,  that  the  prefent  war 
muft  inevitably  fecure  her  in  the  pofleflion  of  this,  and  many  other  advantages, 
if  fhe  could  forego  the  offers  of  peace,  if  fuch  a bribe  was  propofed  to  her. 

I own  that  I am  follicitous  for  peace,  and  I hope  not  lefs  fo,  for  the  honour 
of  my  Country  : to  the  beft  of  my  knowledge,  I have  endeavoured  to  perform 
my  part  towards  conveying  all  the  juft,  and  impartial  information,  that' came 
within  my  reach ; being  firmly  perfuaded  that  a diligent  and  prudent  enquiry 
into  thefe  fubjedls,  ablolutely  necefiary  at  this  time,  will  confirm  the  ideas 
here  thrown  before  you.  That  they  may  contribute  to  infpire  your  minds 
with  a refolution  to  adt  the  part  of  Englijhmen , and  Chrijlians , is  the  warmeft 
wifh  of  my  heart. 

I am,  my  Countrymen, 

Your  faithful  Friend, 

An  Engli/h  Freeholder . 

O N 
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ON  THE 

EMPLOYMENT  of  CONVICTS. 


Gazetteer , Sept.  30,  1776. 

IT  requires  a very  extenfive  acquaintance  with  many  circumftances,  to  provide 
employment  for  thofe  people  who  have  hitherto  been  condemned  for  trans- 
portation. It  will  not  therefore,  I am  perfuaded,  be  taken  amifs  by  thofe  who 
have  planned  the  late  A£t,  if  I fugged  a few  considerations  on  the  fubjettj 
how  pertinent  they  may  be,  the  public  will  determine. 

It  is  not  merely  to  punifh,  but  likewife  to  deter  others  by  example  from 
committing  crimes  worthy  of  punifhment,  that  is  the  object  of  the  Legiflature. 
Was  no  other  circumdance  to  forbid  it,  one  would  therefore  wifh,  that  the  mode 
adopted  might  be  as  much  open  to  the  infpedtion  of  fuch  as  are  likely  to 
offend  as  poffible.  That  the  prefent  method  has  not  every  advantage  of  this 
kind,  is  mod  certain  : few  perhaps  will  pay  them  a vifit  on  the  river,  at  lead  of 
thofe  perfons  who  ought  to  profit  by  their  example.  I do  not  mean,  however, 
that  they  fhould  be  Suffered  to  go  at  large,  though  in  chains  and  with  keepers ; 
they  fhould  be  kept  as  much  as  poffible  from  all  converfe  with  the  public,  and 
yet  be  feen  by  them. 

Amongd  other  employments,  that  of  Sawing  done  has  repeatedly  been  pro- 
pofed  to  the  public.  Let  us  date  Some  of  the  advantages,  and  by  considering 
them,  we  may  poffibly  See  more  of  the  difficulty  of  providing  a proper  Situation 
for  thefe  people  : — To  employ  them, 

1.  In  a bufinefs  that  requires  very  little  previous  indrudtion. 

1.  Wherein  one  perfon  can  look  after  and  indruft  Several. 

3.  In  which  the  labour  may  be  proportioned  to  the  drengt'h,  and  a Suitable  talk 
enjoined. 

4.  In  which  they  cannot  embezzle  the  materials. 

5.  In  which  they  do  not  interfere  with  any  bufinefs  to  which  an  apprenticed! ip 
is  Served  ; as  it  may  be  prefumed,  the  moment  felons  are  employed  in  it, 
honed  men  would  choofe  to  leave  it. 
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6.  An  employment  which  has  the  appearance  of  hard  labour,  yet  is  not 
oppreflive. 

7.  Where  they  can  be  feen  at  work,  without  a pofiibility  of  much  communi- 
cation. 

8.  In  which  they  can  earn  enough  to  maintain  themfelves  having  fomething 
referved,  to  compenfate  in  part  the  wrongs  they  have  done,  and  a part  referved 
for  their  maintenance  in  old  age,  or  for  their  families. 

9.  In  which  a confiderable  number  may  be  kept  in  a narrow  compafs,  and 
eafily  fecured  at  night  from  doing  mifchief,  or  efcaping. 

10.  And  where  they  may  receive  Chriftian  inftruftion  ; as  well  as  wholefome 
difeipline  and  correction,  if  they  deferve  it. 

It  is  obvious,  that  all  thefe  particulars  ought  to  make  a part  of  this  new  in- 
ftitution.  I will  not  compare  the  practicability  or  advantage  of  this  or  that 
fcheme  ; it  would  feem  invidious. — I rejoice  that  any  mode  is  thought  of  and 
adopted  for  the  punifhment  of  offenders,  by  fubjeCting  them  to  labour  in  their 
own  country  j and  I hope  it  will  be  extended  to  all  criminals,  except  murderers, 
incendiaries,  and  robbers  who  commit  aCtions  of  cruelty,  whether  in  houfes  or 
on  the  road  and  there  let  retaliation  take  place,  as  well  as  confinement  to 
labour  for  life. 

Sawing  ftone,  either  marble,  Portland,  or  any  other  kind  of  ftone,  that  is 
ufually  cut  in  this  manner  for  the  purpofe  of  building,  is  an  employment  that 
has  thefe  advantages  : 

1.  It  is  performed  by  the  mafons  labourers  in  general,  who  are  foon  taught 
to  perform  it.  No  one,  I believe,  ever  ferves  an  apprenticefhip  to  it.  And  was 
the  price  of  this  labour  reduced,  more  houfes  would  be  built  with  ftone,  flairs 
efpecially,  by  which  fires  and  many  other  accidents  would  often  be  prevented. 

a.  In  this  employment,  a very  few  perfons  could  fuperintend  many  for 
if  they  were  difpofed  to  be  refraClory,  it  would  be  eafy  to  confine  each  perfon 
to  his  place,  yet  without  hindering  his  work,  or  in  any  refpedt  difabling  him. 

3.  To  proportion  each  perfon’s  labour  to  his  ftrength,  would  in  this  em- 
ployment be  an  eafy  matter.  A large  block  of  ftone,  and  a long  faw,  requires 
more  ftrength  than  a leffer  one  and  as  it  would  foon  be  known  how  much  a 
perfon  could  faw  in  a certain  given  time,  to  fet  a talk,  rather  with  a reward: 
annexed,  than  a punifhment,  would  by  no  means  be  difficult  and  by  this 
means  fave  the  trouble  of  much  chaftifement. 

4.  One  fhould  for  ever  guard  againft  the  malignant  and  mifchievous.  Were 
they  employed  in  any  thing  in  which  they  could  clandeftinely  do  mifchief, 
they  would  do  it.  In  this  occupation  they  can  do  none,  but  it  immediately 
becomes  its  own  punifhment.  The  line  is  marked  upon  the  ftone,  and  by  in- 
clining the  faw,  they  could  injure  the  block  and.  the  flab  t but  by  this  inclina- 
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tion  the  work  would  become  fo  much  the  more  laborious,  that  they  would 
foon  give  up  mifchief  that  would  be  to  their  own  puniffiment. 

5.  It  has  been  faid,  that  nobody  ferves  an  apprenticefhip  to  this  bufinefs, 
therefore  no  honeft  man  is  caffiiered  from  his  employment.  It  would  feem, 
that  there  are  about  300  perfons,  perhaps  more,  who  occafionally  do  this 
bufinefs,  when  their  mafters,  the  mafons,  have  no  other  employment  for  them, 
in  and  about  the  city  of  London.  They  earn  from  ten  or  twelve  to  thirty  {hillings 
a week,  in  proportion  to  their  diligence  and  dexterity ; the  only  expence  is  the 
price  of  the  faws;  it  would  not  therefore  be  difficult,  by  keeping  them  dili- 
gently to  work , to  oblige  them  to  maintain  themfelves,  to  {hare  a part  of  the 
produce  of  their  labours,  to  make  reftitution,  at  lead  fome  little  compenfation ; 
and  to  prevent  their  families,  if  they  have  any,  from  being  burthenfome  to 
their  pariffies ; and  a referve  may  be  kept  for  their  fuftenance  in  old  age. 

6.  However  hard  the  labour  may  feem,  it  need  not  be  made  oppreffive ; it  has 
the  appearance  of  hardffiip,  but  it  is  not  fo  in  reality,  if  thofe  who  have  the 
care  of  them  do  their  duty  with  any  degree  of  humanity.  Thefe  ought  to  be 
paid  by  the  public,  or  from  the  general  earnings  of  the  confined,  but  ought  to 
have  no  immediate  benefit  from  their  labour.  Care,  as  much  as  poffible,  ffiould 
be  taken,  that  the  intention  of  the  law  ffiould  be  put  in  praflice. 

7.  It  has  been  obferved,  that  they  may  earn  fufficient  to  maintain  themfelves, 
and  make  fome  reftitution. 

8.  Let  a piece  of  ground  be  allotted  for  this  purpofe'on  the  river  fide,  in 
three  different  parts  of  London  and  Weftminfter  > one  near  Old  Palace  or  Scot- 
land Yard,  one  near  the  Savoy,  and  one  near  the  Tower. 

Thefe  three  places  are  propofed  for  two  reafons : firft,  That  it  will  be  ne- 
ceffary  to  have  them  on  the  water-fide,  for  the  more  eafy  conveyance  of  the 
blocks  of  ftone ; and,  2dly,  to  be  near  places  where  guards  are  always  at 
hand  to  quell  any  uproar,  or  fudden  attempt  to  efcape,  that  might  be  attempted 
to  be  put  in  execution ; and  for  this  purpofe  a certain  fignal  might  be  agreed 
upon  between  the  governor  and  the  commanding  officers,  ffiould  their  affiftance 
be  immediately  wanted. 

To  the  river  may  be  a range  of  buildings,  for  the  governor  and  his  affiftants  : 
on  two  fides  let  ftrong  ftone  cells  be  built,  capable  of  being  made  warm  in  winter 
by  flues  in  the  walls,  where  each  perfon  may  have  his  feparate  dormitory.  To 
the  land-fide  let  the  place  be  open  to  infpedtion,  only  fecured  by  a double  range 
of  high  iron  pallifadoes  ; in  the  interval  between,  the  ftone  may  be  laid  as  it  is 
fawn,  either  for  the  purchafer  or  the  order. 

Through  thefe  pallifadoes  the  men  might  be  feen  at  work  by  all  paffengers, 
or  others  whofe  curiofity  might  lead  them  to  fee  fuch  an  example;  yet  without 
the  poflibility  of  having  the  means  conveyed  to  the  prifoners  to  facilitate  their 
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efcape.  And  if  all  their  cloaths  were  to  be  party-coloured,  coats,  waiftcoats, 
and  breeches,  half  black  half  blue,  or  of  any  other  two  colours,  it  would 
fcarcely  be  poffible  for  them  to  be  long  concealed,  fhould  they  ever  efcape. 

Let  thofe  who  have  diftinguiffied  themfelves  by  their  diligence  and  obedience, 
be  gradually  employed  in  carrying  the  ftone  from  the  fawyers  to  this  receptacle, 
and  other  necefiary  employments  about  the  place : but  the  particular  regulations 
muft:  arife  from  experience. 

I do  not  obferve  that  any  provifion  is  made  for  any  kind  of  religious  worffiip 
for  the  perfons  now  condemned  to  labour  on  the  Thames.  This  is  a great 
defe£L  Perhaps  the  crimes  of  fome  may  have  proceeded  from  a total  negledt  of 
every  religious  duty.  The  fpirit  of  Chriftianity  breathes  a different  temper. 
A proper  place  might  be  fet  apart  for  their  conftruftion,  in  a place  where  num- 
bers are  confined  on  ffiore  : in  floating  prifons  this  is  lefs  likely  to  happen. 
We  cannot  forget  this  Chriftian  care,  and  be  innocent  of  their  blood  if  they 
perifh  for  want  of  our  endeavours. 

If  thefe  fuggeftions  are  compared  with  the  prefent  employment  on  the 
Thames,  where  it  is  very  probable  thefe  weak  debilitated  wretches  muft  be  fet 
to  do  the  work  of  the  molt  athletic  habits,  it  may  pofiibly  appear,  that  the  plan 
here  fuggefted  may  have  its  advantages  ; but  it  is  not  to  gain  credit,  but  to  do 
good,  to  confult  for  the  public  weal,  that  I have  offered  thefe  confiderations  to 
whom  it  concerns. 

It  may  be  faid,  there  is  not,  cannot  be,  work  enough  in  this  way  for  all  the 
criminals  in  England.  At  all  fea-port  towns  they  may  be  employed  in  this 
manner,  and  on  many  parts  of  the  navigable  canals  now  carrying  on  in  different 
places,  and  to  whofe  works  the  labour  of  thefe  people  would  be  a confiderable 
advantage. 

It  would  not  be  difficult  to  point  out  fome  other  advantages  j but  I have 
trefpaffed  perhaps  too  much  already  on  the  reader’s  patience,  and  the  room 
allowed  by  the  printer. 

One  thing,  however,  may  poffibly  haften  an  amendment,  whether  this  op 
any  other  plan  is  adopted  for  the  puniffiment  of  offenders.  There  may  be  lefs 
temptation,  if  public  calamities  fhould  compel  us  to  be  lefs  profligater  and 
abandoned. 

Thilanthroyos.. 
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CT*HO  UGH  I have  endeavoured  to  render  the  following  catalogue  as  complete 
as  pojftble , I am  aware  of  the  pojfibility  of  many  inaccuracies  and  defeats  j 
but  at  the fame  time  I am  confcious  that  Ifpared  no  labour  to  prevent  them. 

I have  chofen  an  alphabetical  arrangement  of  the  plants , as  conftituting  an  Index 
moft  familiar  to  the  generality  of  readers,  and  more  convenient  for  thofe  who  may  be 
fond  of  horticulture,  and  yet,  from  the  urgency  of  other  avocations,  may  not  be  con - 
verfant  with  the  fexual  fyflem  of  Linnceus  : at  the  fame  time , I have  not  totally 
neglected  botanical  arrangement  having  introduced  the  clafs,  order , genus , and 
Englijh  name  of  each  fpecies  of  plant.  I have  alfo,  in  the  central  column,  fpecified 
the  fituation  each  requires,  by  the  letters  S and  G ; the  former  fignifying  the  Jlove 
or  hot-houfe,  and  the  latter  the  green-houfe  -,  and  occafionally  added  fuch  notes  as 
the  fubjeCl  appeared  to  require.  Many  rare  and  curious  plants,  it  is  well  known , 
are  natives  of  the  Eaf  Indies ; and  throughout  the  Indian  Archipelago , as  well 
as  upon  the  Co  aft  of  Coromandel,  the  Malay  language  is  either  fpoken  or  underftood ; 
this  has  induced  me,  where  I was  capable  of  doing  it,  to  add  the  names  of  certain 
plants  in  this  language,  as  a likely  method  of  enabling  the  inquifitive  traveller  to 
dif cover  more  readily  and  certainly  the  object  of  his  enquiries-,  and,  to  avoid  repetition t. 
Malay  is  denoted  by  the  letter  M added  to  fuch  notes. 

I formerly  drew  up,  I may  add  with  Dr.  F other  gill' s approbation  at  leaft,fome 
Directions  for  bringing  over  feeds  and  plants  from  diftant  countries,  which  I think 
not  altogether  inapplicable  in  this  place ; and,  to  render  thefe  directions  more  intel- 
ligible and  ufeful,  I have  annexed  an  engraving  of  boxes  adapted  to  the  purpofe 
of  conveying  plants  and  receiving  feeds  in  vegetation. 

ffhe  gardens  of  the  curious  have  already  been  enriched  with  many  valuable  acqui- 
fitions  from  diftant  countries  -,  but  many  attempts  alfo  to  introduce  feveral  other 
plants  equally  rare,  have  been  unfuccefs fully  made,  owing  to  the  bad  ftate  of  the 
feeds  or  plants  when  firft  procured,  or  the  method  of  difpoftng  of  them  during  long 
voyages,  and  fuch  accidents  as  the  utmoft  precaution  cannot  prevent. 

For  the  purpofe  of  tranfportation , ripe  feeds  Jhould  be  chofen,  which  have  been 
collected  in  dry  weather,  and  kept  dry  without  expoftng  them  to  funjhine  -,  and 
internally  they  jhould  be  plump,  white,  and  moift. 

(a)  Fhey  may  be  preferved  by  rolling  each  in  a coat  of  yellow  bees-wax,  about 
half  an  inch  thick  -,  and  afterwards  a number  of  thefe,  thus  prepared,  may  be  put 
into  a chip-box,  which  is  to  be  filled  with  melted  bees-wax,  not  made  too  hot: 
the  outfide  of  the  box  may  then  be  wajhed  with  a folution  of  fublimate  mercury  *, 

* Sublimate  mercury  is  the  moft  effectually  diffolajed  in  the  acid  of  fea  fait ; one  drop  of  which  will 
diffol'v&one  grain  of  mercury,  which  will  afterwards  mix  with  water.  One  drachm  of  fublimate 

•will  be  fuffcient  for  half  a pint  of  water. Corrofve  fublimate  may  like  wife  be  diffolved  in  a faturaied 

folution  of  fal  ammoniac  in  water,  one  ounce  of  which  will  diffolve  twenty  fcruples  of  fublimate. 
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and  kept  during  the  paffage  in  a cool  airy  place.  In  this  manner  tea  feeds , the 
J. tones  of  mangoes , and  all  hard  nuts  and  leguminous  feeds  in  general > may  he 
prepared. 

-(b)  Inftead  of  putting  fmall  feeds  in  bees -wax , they  may  he  inclofed  in  paper  or 
cotton  which  has  been  firft  fleeped  in  melted  bees-wax,  and  then  placed  in  layers  in  a 
chip  box,  fome  of  which  may  he  filled  as  before  with  melted  hees-wax.  Pulpy  feeds , 
as  thofe  of  ftrawberries,  mulberries , arbutufes , &c.  may  be  fqueezed  together  and 
dried , and  then  put  into  the  cerate  paper  or  cotton  above-mentioned.  I lately  re- 
ceived feeds  of  the  Mimofa  Japonica,  and  JEfchinomine  Movers,  from  the  Eafi 
Indies , inclofed  in  linen  that  had  been  fleeped  in  hees-wax,  and  thefe  feeds  appeared 
as  frejh  as  when  firfi  collected. 

(c)  The  fmall  feeds,  when  dried,  may  be  mixed  with  a little  dry  fand,  put  into 
the  cerate  paper  or  cotton,  and  packed  in  glafs  bottles,  which  are  to  be  well  corked , 
and  covered  with  a bladder  or  leather* . Thefe  bottles  may  be  put  into  a keg,  box,  or 
any  other  veffel,  filled  with  four  parts  of  common  fait,  two  of faltpetre,  and  one  part 
of  fal  ammoniac,  in  order  to  keep  the  feeds  cool,  and  preferve  their  vegetative 
power. 

The  following  methods,  which  are  attended  with  lefs  trouble , have  been  alfo  found 
fuccefsfnl : (d)  feeds  and  nuts,  in  their  pods,  may  be  inclofed  in  linen  or  writing- 
paper,  and  put  into  canifiers , earthen  jars,  fnuff-boxes,  or  glafs  bottles  the  inter- 
faces between  the  parcels  of  feeds  fhould  be  filled  with  whole  rice,  millet,  panic, 
wheat-bran,  or  ground  Indian  corn  well  dried.  To  prevent  any  injury  from  in- 
fells, a little  camphor,  fulphur,  or  tobacco , fhould  be  put  into  the  top  of  each 
canifter  or  veffel,  and  their  covers  well  fecured , to  exclude  the  admiffion  of  the 
external  air. 

(e)  The  feeds,  well  dried,  may  be  put  into  a box,  not  made  too  clofe,  upon  alternate 
layers  of  mo fs,  in  fuch  a manner  as  to  admit  the  feeds  to  vegetate , or  fhoot  their  fmall 
tendrils  into  the  mofs.  In  the  voyage  the  box  may  be  hung  up  at  the  roof  of  the 
cabin  ■,  and  when  the  fhip  is  at  the  place  of  her  deftination,  the  feeds  fhould  be 
put  into  pots  of  mould,  or  boxes,  with  a little  of  the  mofs  alfo  about  them,  on  which 
they  had  lain. 

Seeds  preferved  after  the  manner  (e),  as  well  as  that  of  (d),  and  likewife,  for 
further  fecurity,  fome  of  the  preceding  (a),  (b),  (c),  which  have  been  procured  in  the 
Eafi  Indies,  may  be  examined  when  the  fhip  arrives  at  St.  Helena  ; and  fome  of 
them,  which  appear  in  a fiate  of  vegetation,  fhould  be  fown  in  the  annexed  boxes  of 

* This  may  he  compared  with  what  Dr.  Hawkefworth  ohf erases  in  his  colleSiion  of  Voyages,  vol.  \\.  p.  123. 

On  the  10  th  I put  fome  feeds  of  melons,  and  other  plants,  into  a fpot  of  ground  which  had  been  turned 
“ UP  for  i^>e  PurP°fe  • they  had  all  been  fealed  up,  by  the  perfon  of  whom  they  were  bought,  in  fmall 
“ bottles,  with  rofin,  but  none  of  them  came  up  except  muflard ; even  the  cucumbers  and  melons  failed, 

* * and  Mr.  Banks  is  of  opinion  that  they  were  fpoiled  by  the  total  exclufion  of  freflj  air.”  Some  feeds  which 
J received  f rom  North  America,  inclofed  in  corked  bottles,  have  fince  been  fown,  and  have  germinated . 

earth , 
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earth,  between  the  growing  -plants,  as  many  farts  as  pojfble  fame  of  which  may 
fucceed  in  cafe  of  failure  of  the  plants. 

More  of  the  fame  feeds  may  be  alfo  fown  after  the  fhip  has  puffed  the  Tropic 
of  Cancer , near  the  latitude  of  thirty  degrees  north.  And  if  very  f mall  bits  of 
broken  glafs  are  mixed  with  the  earth,  or  thrown  plentifully  over  its  furface  in  the 
boxes,  it  may  prevent  mice  or  rats  from  burrowing  in  it,  and  defraying  the  tender 
roots  of  the  plants  and  growing  feeds.  /, 

In  whatever  method  our  feeds  have  been  preferved , it  fhould  be  a conftani  pre- 
caution  to  fow  them  as  foon  as  they  have  been  expofed  to  the  external  air,  otherwife 
they  probably  will  never  vegetate. 

In  order  to  take  up  plants  or  fhrubs  advantageoufy,  that  are  to  be  tranfported, 
a mattock  and  a fpade  fhould  be  provided  with  the  mattock  a fmall  trench  fbould 
be  opened  round  the  plant  intended  to  be  taken  up  ; the  fpade  flsould  then  be  put 
under  the  root , which  muft  be  lifted  up  with  a very  large  ball  of  ear  ih. fur  rounding 
it ; the  ball  may  afterward  be  pared  carefully  with  a knife , and  reduced  as  fmall 
as  can  be  done  without  wounding  any  of  the  larger  roots. 

Of  each  kind  the  youngeft  plants  of  fhrubs  and  trees , that  can  be  found,  fhould 
be  taken ; none  of  them  fhould  be  above  a foot  high ; as  young  plants  are  found  by 
experience  to  bear  removing  much  better  than  old  ones. 

The  mofl  convenient  kind  of  boxes  for  the  conveyance  of  plants  in  long  voyages , 
are  made  about  four  feet  long,  two  broad,  and  two  deep  ; thefe,  when  half  filled 
with  earth,  can  be  conveniently  carried  by  two  men  holding  the  rope  handles  fixed  ta 
their  ends.  P.  i,  2,  3. 

Thefe  flsould  be  filled  about  half  full  of  mould,  with  a few  rotten  flicks  or  leaves 
at  the  bottom,  and  the  plants  intended  to  be  fent,  planted  in  it,  as  foon  after  the 
flip's  arrival  as  pofflble.  When  the  Jhip  is  about  to  fail,  and  they  are  Jent  on  board , 
hoops  are  to  be  nailed  to  the  fides  of  the  box,  in  fach  a manner,  that,  arching  over  it, 
they  may  cover  the  highefl  of  the  plants  ; fmall  ropes  are  to  be  twifted  between  thefe , 
in  the  form  of  a net,  to  prevent  the  dogs  or  cats  from  getting  at  them , and  fer  at  ek- 
ing them  Up,  on  account  of  the  frefh  would. 

For  each  box  fo  hooped  and  netted,  provide  a canvas  cover,  which  may,  when 
put  on,  entirely  protect  it ; and,  to  prevent  this  cover  from  being  lofl  or  miflaid,  nail 
it  to  one  fides  and  fix  loops  or  hooks  to  the  other,  by  which  it  may  occafionally  be 
faflened  down. 

The  Captain  who  takes  charge  of  them , muft  be  particularly  informed,  that  the 
chief  dangerplants  are  liable  to  in  fea-Voyages , is  occafioned  by  the  minute  particles 
of  fall  water  with  which  the  air  is  charged,  whenever  the  waves  have  white 
frothy  curls  upon  them  thefe  particles  fall  upon  the  plants , and,  quickly  evapo- 
rating, leave  the  fait  behind,  which , choaking  up  the  pores,  prevents  perfpiration, 
and  effectually  kills  the  plant ; he  therefore  fhould  never  let  the  covers  be  off, 

3 S except 
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except  on  days  when  the  wind  is  not  Juffciently  high  to  heat  the  water  up  into 
what  the  fearnen  call  white  caps.  He  mujl  not  keep  them  always  font  up  during  the 
voyage  ; for  if  he  does , they  will  mould  and  perifh  by  the  ftagnation  of  the  air  under 
the  covers ; and  if  at  any  time,  by  accident  or  neceffity , they  fhould  have  been  expofed 
to  the  wind  when  the  waves  have  white  caps , he  mujl  be  defined  to  water  them 
well  with  frejh  water , fprinkling  all  the  leaves  with  it,  to  wafh  off  the  fait 
drops  which  cover  them.  In  this  manner  plants  may  be  brought  from  almoft  any 
dijlance  many  come  from  China  every  year  in  a flourifhing  fate. 

If  it  is  convenient  to  the  Captain  to  give  up  a fmall  part  of  the  great  cabin  to 
the  plants , this  is  certainly  by  far  the  befi  fiation  for  them  nor  are  they  much  in  the 
way,  as  the  place  which  fuits  them  befi  is  clofe  to  the  ftern  windows  : in  this  cafe 
they  need  not  be  furnijhed  with  their  canvas  covers  and  they  may  frequently  have 
air,  by  opening  the  windows  when  the  weather  is  quite  moderate . 

When  the  naturalift  is  in  fear  'ch  of  vegetable  productions,  different  foils  and 
fituations  fhould  be  examined ; as  the  fea,  and  its  fhores,  deep  running  waters, 
dikes,  marfioes,  moors,  mountains,  cultivated  and  barren  fields,  woods,  rocks,  See. 
afford  each  their  peculiar  plants  ; and  wherever  any  are  collected , the  particular 
foil  and  fituation  fijould  be  remarked.  Sometimes  it  may  prove  inconvenient  to  convey 
the  plants  which  may  be  difeovered,  when  it  would  not  be  Jo  to  fend  them  dried, 
in  the  form  of  a hortus-ficeus.  do  do  this  in  the  befi  manner,  and  to  make  their 
fialks,  leaves,  &c.  lie  flat  and fmooth , “ the  plants  fhould  be  gathered  in  a dry  day,  ; 
u after  the  fun  hath  exhaled  the  dew  ; taking  particular  care  to  collect  them  in  that 
“ ft  ate  wherein  the  generic  and  fpecific  characters  are  moft  confpicuous ; the  fpectmens 
*<  fhould  be  Juffered  to  lie  on  a table  until  they  become  limber,  and  then  they  fhould 
<<  be  laid-  upon  a pafieboard,  as  much  as  poffible  in  their  natural  form,  but  at  the 
“ fame  time  with  a particular  view  to  their  generic  and  fpecific  characters : for 
<c  this  purpofe,  it  will  be  advifeable  to  Jeparate  one  of  the  flowers,  and  to  difplay 
the  generic  character  and  if  the  fpecific  character  depends  upon  the  flower,  or  upon 
“ the  root,  a particular  difplay  of  that  will  be  likezvife  neceffary.  When  the  plant 
“ is  thus  difpofed  upon  the  pafieboard,  cover  it  with  eight  or  ten  layers  of  fpongy 
paper , and  put  it  into  the  prefs* **.  Exert  only  a fmall  degree  of  preffure  for  the' 

* “ The  pre/s  may  he  prepared  by  the  following  directions,  Take ■ two  planks  of  a wood  not  liable 

**  to  warp , two  inches  thick,  eighteen  inches  long,  and  twelve  inches  broad.  Get  four  male  and  four 
female  /crews,  fucb  as  are  commonly  ufed  for  fecuring  fa/h  windows.  Let  the  four  female  ferews  be  let 
ir.io  the  four  corners  of  one  of  the  planks,  and  correfponding  holes  made  through  the  four  corners 
- “ of  the  other  plank,  for  the  male  ferews  to  pafs  through,  fo  as  to  allow  the  two  planks  to  be  ferewed 
. “ tightly  together.  It  will  not  be  amifs  to  face  the  bearing  of  the  male  ferews  upon  the  wood  with 
*'  iron  plates  -,  and  if  the  iron  plates  went  acrofs  from  corner  to  corner  of  the  wood,  it  would  be  a 
*'  good  fecurity  again/  the  warping .” 

This  note  1 have  copied  from  the  ingenious  Dr.  Withering's  Botanical  arrangement,  and  likewife  the 
account  of  df'/ing  plants,  as  his  directions  are  more  full  and  complete  than  thofe  I formerly  introduced 
into  my  Natural:/' s Companion,  An.  3772.  Where  the  convenience  of  this  prefs  is  not  at  hand,  a 
fultable  preffure  may  be  made  by  weights,  or  any  heavy  body. 

“ flrff 
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« firft  .two  or  three  days  then  examine  it,  unfold  any  unnatural  ■plaits,  reftify  any 
“ miftakes , and  after  putting  freflo  paper  over  it,  f crew  the  prefs  harder . In  about 

« three  ■ days  more,  feparale  the  plant  from  the  pajleboard,  if  it  is  fujficiently 
“ firm  to  alloiv  of  a change  of  place  put  it- upon  a frefh  pajleboard,  and , covering 
<<  it  with  frefh  blojfom-paper,  let  it  remain  in  the  prefs  a few  days  longer.  The 
ic  prefs  fhould  ftand  in  the  funjhine,  or  within  the  influence  of  a fire. 

“ When  it  is  perfectly  dry , the  ufual  method  is  to  faflen  it  down  with  pafle 
C(  or  gum-water* , on  the  right-hand  inner  page  of  a fheet  of  large  firong  writing- 
“ paper.  It  requires  fome  dexterity  to  glue  the  plant  neatly  down,  fo  that  none  of 
“ the  gum  or  pafle  may  appear  to  defile  the  paper.  When  it  is  quite  dry,  write 
“ upon  the  left-hand  inner  page  of  the  paper , the  name  of  the  plant-,  the  fpecific 
“ char  alter ; the  place  where,  and  the  time  when,  it  was  found  and  any  other 
<c  remarks  that  may  be  thought  proper.  Upon  the  back  of  the  fame  page,  near  the 
fc  fold  of  the  paper,  write  the  name  of  the  plant,  and  it  will  then  be  complete  for 
<c  the  cabinet 

cc  Some  people  put  the  dried  plants  into  Jheets  of  writing  paper,  without  faftenihg 
“ them  down  at  all ; and  others  only  faflen  them  by  means  of  J, mall  flips  of  paper, 
“ pafted  acrofs  the  fiem  or  branches. 

<c  Another  more  expeditious  method  is,  to  take  the  plants  out  of  the  prefs,  after 
“ the  firft  or  fecond  day ; let  them  remain  upon  the  pajleboard  cover  them  with  five 
cc  or  fix  leaves  of  blotting-paper,  and  iron  them  with  a hot  Jmoothing  iron,  until 
<c  they  are  perfectly  dry:  if  the  iron  is  too  hot  it  will  change  the  colours -,  but 
tc  Jome  people,  taught  by  long  practice,  will Jucceed  very  happily.  This  is  quite  the 
Xi  heft  method  to  treat  the  Orchis,  and  other  flinty  mucilaginous  plants. 

<c  Another  method  is,  to  take  the  plants  when  frefh  gathered , and,  infiead  of 
ce  putting  them  into  the  prefs , immediately  to  faflen  them  down  to  the  paper , with 
<<r  firong  gum-water ; then  dip  a camel-hair  pencil  into  fpirit  varnijh y,  and  varnifh 
tc  the  whole  furface  of  the  plant  two  or  three  times  over.  This  method fucceeds  very 
<c  well  with  plants  that  are  readily  laid  flat  -,  and  it  preferves  their  colours  better 
(C  than  any  other.” 

The  imprejjions  of  plants  well  taken  off  upon  paper,  look  very  little  inferior  to  the 
heft  drawings,  and  may  be  done  with  very  little  trouble.  For  this  purpofe , fome 
printer's  ink%,  and  a pair  of  printer's  boffss,  Juch  as  are  vfed  for  laying  the  ink  on 

* “ A /mail  quantity  of  finely-pondered  arfnic  or  corrofive  /ultimate  is  ufually  mixed  with  the  pajle 
“ or  gum-water,  to  prevent  the  devafiations  of  infects  ; but  the  feeds  of  faves-acre,  finely  povodered, 

will  an  fuser  the  fame  purpofe , without  being  liable  to  corrode,  or  to  change  the  colour  of  the  more 
“ delicate  plants .” 

+ The  fpirit  varnijh  may  be  made  of  a quart  of  highly-rectified  fpirit  of  wine ; five  ounces  of  gum  fan - 
darach  ; two  ounces  of  mafich  in  drops  ; one  ounce  of  pale  gum  elemy,  and  one  ounce  of  oil  of  fpike  laven- 
der : thefe  are  to  f and  in  a warm  place,  and  be  flsook  frequently,  to  expedite  the  folution  of  the  gum. 

J Where  this  cannot  be  procured,  ivory,  or  lamp -black,  ground  with  boiled  linfeed-oil,  may  be  fubjlituted: 

3 S 2 types i 
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types,  are  neceffary . After  nibbing  thefe  boffes  with  a tittle  of  the  ink , lay  the 
plant  betwixt  them , and  prefs  it  fo  as  to  give  it  fujficient  colour ; then  take  the 
plant  and  lay  it  carefully  on  a Jheet  of  paper , and  prefs  it  with  the  hand ',  to  give 
the  mpreflton  of  the  plant  to  the  paper >%  which  may  be  afterwards  coloured  according 
to  nature  j a piece  of  blotting-paper  may  be  placed  betwixt  the  plant  and  the 
hand,  to  prevent  the  latter  from  being  dirtied  by  the  ink . 

But  the  mojl  effectual  method  offending  a branch  of  any  plant , with  the  flowers 
and  parts  of  fructification  entire  and  perfect , is  to  put  them  in  bottles  of  brandy , 
rum,  or  arrack. 

Corals,  corallines,  fponges , & c.  inhabitants  of  the  fea,  are  found  in  confiderable 
variety  near  the  coafls  of  iflands  and  continents , particularly  in  hot  climates.  Some 
of  thefe  are  very  tender  and  brittle  when  dry,  and  fhould  therefore  be  carefully  packed 
up  in  f and,  in  order  to  keep  them  fleady,  or  placed  betwixt  papers  in  the  manner  of 
an  hortus  flctus. 

In  hot  climates , the  infeCls  are  very  rapacious  ; and  I have  feen  the  finefl  fan - 
corals,  and  others  of  a foft  texture  when  flrfl  taken  out  of  the  fea,  almofl  devoured 
by  ants,  before  they  became  dry  and  hard.  'To  prevent  injuries  of  this  kind,  a tittle 
powdered  corrofive  fubtimate,  arfenic,  or  ftaves-acre,  may  be  Jprinkled  upon  thefe 
productions.  Some  of  the  fmall , and  branches  of  the  large  ones-,  might  alfo  be  put 
into  fpirits,  and  the  parts  of  them  thereby  preferred  much  more  diflinCt  which  would 
Jerve  greatly  to  illufirate  their  natural  hiflory. 


JOH*fr  COAKLEY  LETTS OM. 
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H O R 7 U S UPTONENSIS-, 

O R, 

A CA  TALOGUE 

O F 

STOVE  AND  GREEN-HOUSE  PLANTS, 

In  Dr.  Fothergill’s  Garden  at  Upton,  at  the  Time  of  his  Deceafe. 


GENUS. 

SPECIES,. CLASS,  E N G L I S H 

NA-MESJ- 

and  ORDER. 

Abrus. 

Diadelph.  "Dec and. 

S.  Jamaica  wild ' 

Liquorice. 

precatoria. 

Acer. 

Poly  garni  a Moncecia. 

CDem  1155.  14 95- 

canadenfe. 

G.  Canada 

7 

indicum. 

S.  Indian 

^ Maple.- 

monfpeffulanum. 

G.  Montpelier 

AcHILLEAi 

Syngenefia  Polyg.  fuperf.  971.  1 26 4. 

Clavennae. 

aegyptiaca. 

G.  Silver-leaved 
G.  Egyptian 

| Milfoil.  • 

Achras. 

Hexandria  Monogynia. 

438-  ^ 469. 

mammofa. 

S.  American 

Marmelade. 

Sapota. 

S.  American 

Mammee. 

Achyranthes.* 

Pentand.  Monog. 

CDtn.  288.  ^294. 

afpera. 
lap  pace  a. 

S.  Rough 
S.  Burry 

| Achyranthes.- • 

Adansonia* 

digitata. 

S.  ^Ethiopian 

Sour-gourd. 

Adelia. 

Dicecia  Monadelphia. 

<Deti.  1137-  1473- 

Acidoton. 

G.  Prickly . 

Adelia. 

Adianthum^ 

Cry p tog.  Filices; 

tfpett.  1180.  x 5 56. 

Maiden-hair. 

Capillis  veneris. 

G.  I’rue 

JEschynomene. 

Diadelph.  Dec  and. 

Cem  888.  &p.  1556. 

7 TEfchynomene, 

grandiflora. 

S.  Great  flowering 

movens. 

S.  Walking 

j or  Senfitive  Plant. 

* Ctndor , M. 


* Sojor-Iaatpa,  M. 


Adonis. 
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HO  RTU  S 
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GENUS. 


SPECIES,  &c. 


ENGLISH  NAMES. 


Adonis. 

Agave. 


Albuca, 


Alcea. 

Aletris. 

I*)' 

Allium. 

Aloe. 


Poly  and.  Polygyn . 
rigida. 

Hexandria  Monogyn. 
americana. 
var.  fol.  varieg. 
vivipara. 
virginica. 
foetida. 

Karatta. 

Vera  Cruz, 
carolinenfis. 
Hexandr.  Monog. 
major, 
minor, 
canaliculata. 
ereita. 
pubefeens. 
Monadelph.  Polyand. 
finenfis. 

capenfis. 

fragrans. 

Uvaria. 
Hyacinthoides. 
Hex  and.  Monog. 
inodorum. 
fubhirfutum. 
Hexand.  Monog. 
vifeofa. 
arachnoidea. 
ferox. 
balearica. 
glauca. 
maculata. 
-mitriformis. 
fuccotrina.1 
perfoliata. 
humilis. 

variegata  latifolia. 


698.  771. 

G.  Rigid 

<25Ett.  4 31-  &P*  461. 


Adorns. 


G. 

G. 

G. 

G. 

G. 

G. 

G. 

G. 

S. 

s. 

s. 

s. 

s. 

s. 

s. 

s. 

G. 

s. 

G. 

G. 

S. 

s. 

s. 

s. 

G. 

G. 

G. 

G. 

G. 

G. 

G. 


>-Aloe. 


Large  American 
Striped-leaved 
Silk-grajsi  or  Childing 
Virginia 
Foetid 

Aloe  with  deep  green  leaves 
Broad-leaved  Vera  Cruz 
Carolina 

dDern  416.  438. 

Great  Baflard 
Lejfer 
Channeled 
Straight 
Downy 
<&*«♦  840.  &p.  9 66. 

Chinefe  Hollyhock. 


Star  of 
‘Bethlehem. 


difticha. 
linguiformis. 
verrucofa. 


anguftifol.  G. 

G. 
G. 
G. 


Cape 
Sweet 

Iris  Uvaria 
Hyacinth- flowered 
Qen.  409.  423.  1680. 

Inodorous 
Hairy 

d?en.  304.  457. 

Vijcous  triangular 
Cobweb 

Greater  prickly 
Minorca — new  fpecies 
Dwarf  glaucous 
Spotted-leaved 
Mitre-fhaped 
True  Succotrine 
• Sword-Jhaped 
Dwarf  hedge -hog 
Broad-leaved  partridge-breafi 
Narrow-leaved  variegated 
Soap 
Longue 
Pearl-tongue 


Aletris,  vul- 
garly Aloe. 


|Garlick. 


►Aloe, 


* The  beftis  produced  in  the  Ifland  of  Zocotra, 
in  the  Straits  of  Babel.  It  is  conje&ured  that  we 
have  not  the  right  fpecies  in  the  Weil  Indies.  The 


country  name  is  Ceban.  In  the  Malay  dialed.  Aloes 
is  called  Lida-Cwja,  id.  eft.  Lingua  Crocodili. 

plicata. 


GENUS. 

Aloe, 


Alstroemeria. 

Amaryllis. 


Ambrosia. 

Amellus. 

Amomum.. 

Anagyris.3 

Andromeda. 

And  rosace. 


H O RTU  S UPTONENSZS. 


SPECIES,  &V.  ENGLISH  NAMES. 


plicata. 

G. 

Fan 

t 

carinata. 

G. 

'Triangular  Keel-Jhaped 

fpiralis. 

G. 

Spiral 

retufa. 

G. 

Cujhion 

"Aloe. 

pumila. 

G. 

Dwarf 

herbacea. 

G. 

Shrubby 

margaritifera. 

G. 

Large  Pearl 

var.  minor. 

G. 

LeJJer  Pearl 

Hexand.  Monog. 

Cett.  432.  ^ 461. 

pelegrina. 

ligta. 

S. 

S. 

Purple-fpofted  flowering 
Striped 

|Alftroemeria^ 

Hexand.  Monog. 

CDstt*  400.  420.  1680. 

Atamafco. 

s. 

Atamafco 

formofifilma. 

s. 

facobaan 

regin  a. 

s. 

Mexican 

erifpa. 

s. 

Curled 

aurea. 

s. 

Golden 

radiata. 

s. 

Radiated 

falcata. 

s. 

Hooked 

anguftifolia. 

obliqua. 

s. 

s. 

Narrow-leaved 

Oblique 

"Lily  Daffodil, 

lutea. 

s. 

Tellow 

Belladonna. 

s. 

Belladonna 

i 

farnienfis. 

s. 

Guernfey 

longifolia. 

s. 

Dwarf  long-leaved 

guttata. 

s. 

Spotted  African 

— ' ’ i '. 

orientalis. 

s. 

Brunfwegian 

undulata. 

s. 

Purple  Cape 

ddeiu  1054.  1401. 

mexicana. 

G. 

Mexican 

Ambrofia. 

Syngenefia  Polyg.  Jup  erf . 

©eit*  978.  1276. 

Lychnitis. 

G. 

Ever-flowering  Cape 

After. 

Monandria  Monogynia. 

dBetn  2.  §>r>,  1. 

Zingiber. 

s. 

True  1 

Ginger. 

Zerumbet. 

s. 

Baflard  \ 

Decand.  Monogyn. 

Cem  509.  534. 

fcetida. 

G. 

Stinking 

Bean-trefoil. 

Decand.  Monogyn , 

549-  S63: 

. ..  . r . 

acuminata. 

G. 

Pointed 

axillaris. 

Daboecii. 

G. 

G. 

Axillary 

Irifb 

Andromeda. 

occidentals.  N.S. 

G. 

Weflern 

Pent  an  dr  ia  Monogynia. 

196.  203*  r668. 

villofa. 

G. 

Villous 

Androface. 

Pete, 

M, 

Andryala,. 


5°  4 

GENUS. 

Andryala. 

Anemone. 

Annona. 

Anthericum. 

Antholyza. 

Anthyllis. 

Antirrhinum. 

Apocynum. 

Aralia, 

Arbutus. 

Arctotis. 

Arduina. 


H O R F U S UPTONENSIB . 


SPECIES,  &c. 


ENGLISH  NAMES. 


Syngen.  Polyg.  AEqualis.  (Bett.  915.  &>p.  1136. 


lanceolata. 
revoluta. 
ragufina. 
finuata. 

Poly  and.  Polygyn. 

Thalidtroides. 

Poly  and.  Polygyn. 
afiatica. 
muricata. 
fquamofa. 

Hexand.  Monogyn . 
frutefcens. 
Afphodeloides. 
alooides. 
datum, 
fiftulofum. 

Triand.  Monogyn. 
Meriana. 
Merianella. 
Cunonia. 
ringens. 

Diadelph.  Dec  and. 
Barba  Jovis. 
CytifToides. 
Didynam.  Angiofperm. 
trifle, 
molle. 

majus  variegatum. 
Pentand . Digyn. 
frutefcens. 
cannabinum. 
Pentand.  Pentag. 
fpinofa. 

Decand.  Monogyn . 
Uva-urfi. 
Andrachne. 


G.  ' Spear-leaved 
G.  Revolute 
G.  Mouje-ear 
G.  Sinuated 

694.  &p.  758. 
S.  Meadow-Rue  leaved 


J 


-Andryala. 


Anemone. 


1 

! 


Watfonia, 
or  Antholyza. 


4Den.  693.  &p.  7 56. 

S.  Afiatic 
S.  Sour 
S.  Sweet 

CDen.  422.  ^p.  444.  1679.  1680. 
G.  Shrubby 
G.  AJpho  del-leaved 

G.  Aloe-leaved 
G.  rail 
G.  Fijlulous 

58.  p.  54. 

S.  Greater 
S.  Leffer 
S.  Per/tan 
S.  Scarlet,  or  grinning 
Cett*  864.  &p.  101 1. 

G.  Silver  Bujh 
G.  Spaniflo 

CDett.  750.  &p*  851. 

G.  Dwarf  black 
G.  Soft-leaved 
G.  Striped-leaved 
©en.  305.  £>p.  31 1. 

S.  Shrubby 
S.  Canadian 

dDflt.  386.  £>p.  392. 

G.  Spinous 

€en.  55 2.  §>p,  566.. 

G.  Bear -berry 

G.  Oriental 

dDeit.  991.  1305. 


Cuflard  Apple. 


Spiderwort, 


^Kidney 


Vetch. 


} 


Snap-dragon. 


| Dogs-bane. 
Aralia. 

^Strawberry  Tree. 


multiflora. 

G. 

Many -flowered 

plantaginea. 

G. 

Plantain-leaved 

Abrotanifolia. 

G. 

Southernwood-leaved 

Arfcotis. 

.paleacea. 

G. 

Chaffy 

diffufa. 

G. 

Spreading  „ 

Bifpinofa. 

G. 

Cape 

Buckthorn. 

• 

$ 

Areca. 

n 0 R ru  S UPTONENSIS. 
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GENUS. 


SPECIES,  &c. 


Areca.* 

Monoecia  Enneand. 

Cttt,  1225.  195 

oleracea. 

S.  Eatable  Indian 

ARrSTOLOCHIA.b 

Gynand.  Hexand . 

Cett,  1022.  106 

indica. 

S.  Indian 

. V 

lobata. 

B.  Lobed 

rotunda. 

S.  Round-rooted 

Piftolochia. 

G.  Piftolochia 

lempervirens. 

G.  Ever -green 

Serpentaria. 

G.  Virginian 

Artemesia.c 

Syngen.  Polyg.  AEquahs.  Cett,  945.  *3>p,  1184, 

arborefcens. 

G.  Tree 

crithmifolia. 

G.  Samphire-leaved 

Arum.* 

Gynand.  Polyand. 

Cen,  1028.  136; 

Colocafia. 

S.  Greater 

feguinum. 

S.  Dumb  Cane 

efculentum. 

S.  Eatable 

auriculatum. 

S . Eared 

pidtum. 

S.  Painted 

crinitum. 

S . Hairy 

... 

pedatum. 

S . Foot-floaped 

Arundo.® 

Triandr.  Digyn. 

Cett,  93.  §>p,  120.  11 

Bambos. 

S.  Bamboo 

Asclepias/ 

Pentand.  Digyn. 

Celt,  306.  g>p,  312. 

fruticofa. 

G.  Shrubby 

gigantea. 

S.  Auricula-tree 

parviflora. 

S.  Small-flowered 

curafiavica. 

S.  Orange -flowered 

Teneriffenfis. 

S.  Penenfle 

tuberofa. 

S.  Fuberofe 

Aspalathus. 

Diadelph.  Decan d. 

Celt,  860.  §>p,  1000. 

cretica. 

G.  Cretan  African 

Asparagus. 

Hexand.  Monogyn. 

Celt,  424.  448. 

retrofradlus. 

G.  Larch-leaved 

albus. 

G.  iVhite 

acutifolius. 

G.  Sharp-leaved 

declinatus. 

G.  Briftly -leaved 

Asphodelus. 

Hexand.  Monogyn. 

Cett,  421.  g>p,  443. 

fiftulofus. 

G . Lejfer 

Aster. 

Syngen.  Polyg.  Juperf. 

Cett,  954.  ^>p,  1224. 

fruticulofus. 

G.  Shrubby 

Astragalus. 

Diadelph.  Decand. 

Celt,  892.  §>p,  1064. 

monfpelTulanus. 

G.  Montpelier 

ENGLISH  NAMES. 


Nut. 


I 


Birthwort, 


j-Mugwort. 


I 


Wake  Robin. 


Cane, 


Swallow  Wort. 


a Pinang,  M. 
b Tali-goreta,  M. 
c Baro-Tjina , M. 
d Caladi-aijer,  M. 

* The  French  have  introduced  this  ufeful  plant 


Broom. 

> Sparrow  Grafs. 

King’s  Spear. 
Starwort. 

Milk  Vetch. 


into  Grenada  ; and  it  now  thrives  in  Tome  of  the 
other  Weil  India  iilands : It  flouriihes  likewife  in 
South  Carolina. 
f Pinger-outau , M. 

3 T 


Athanasia, 
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H 0 RTU  S UPTONENSIS . 


GENUS.  SPECIES,  &V.  ENGLISH  NAMES. 


Athanasia. 

Syngen.  Poly  gam.  JEqualis. 

0cm  94 3.  1180. 

V# 

crithmifolia. 

incana. 

G. 

G. 

Samphire-leaved  ' 

Hoary  < 

-Goldy-locks. 

AtRAPHAXIS. 

Hexand.  Digyn . 

0cm  449-  &£♦  495- 

Undulata. 

G. 

Curled  alternate-leaved  Atraphaxis. 

Atropa. 

Pentand.  Monog. 

0cm  249.  259. 

frutefcens. 

G. 

Shrubby 

Atropa. 

Bacckaris.* 

Syngen.  Polygam.Juperf. 

949.  1204. 

ivsefolia. 

G. 

Ploughman' s 

putrida. 

G. 

Fetid 

• Spikenard. 

neriifolia. 

G. 

Oleander-leaved 

Baltimora. 

erefra. 

G. 

Upright 

Baltimora. 

BANISTERIA.b 

Dec  and.  Prigyn . 

0cm  573.  61 1. 

laurifolia. 

S. 

Laurel-leaved , or  Jamaican  Banifteria. 

Barleria. 

Didynam.  Angiofp. 

0cm  785.  887. 

Prionitis. 

S. 

Prickly 

-Barleria. 

buxifolia. 

s. 

Box-leaved  [ 

Basella, 

Pentand.  Petragyn. 

0011.382.  390. 

rubra. 

S. 

Red  Malabar 

Nightfhade. 

Bauhinia.® 

Decand.  Monogyn. 

0cm  51 1.  535. 

acuminata. 

S. 

Pointed-leaved 

divaricata. 

fpicata. 

s. 

s. 

Honeyfuckle 

Spiked 

-Mountain  Ebony. 

tomentofa. 

s. 

Woolly 

Begonia/5 

Poly  gam.  Moncccia. 

0cm  1156.  1497. 

obliqua. 

s. 

Oblique 

Begonia. 

Betula. 

Monoscia  Petr  and. 

0cm  1052.  1393. 

nana. 

s. 

Dwarf 

Birch. 

Bignonia.® 

Didynam.  Angiofp. 

0cm  7 59.  868. 

Leucoxylon. 

s. 

Jamaica  Pulip-tree 

ftans.. 

S. 

Jafmine 

> T rumpet  Flower, 

indica. 

s. 

Indian 

i 

Bixa/ 

Polyand.  Monogyn. 

0CU.  654.  730. 

Orellana. 

s. 

American 

Ornatto. 

Blechnum. 

Cryptogam..  Filices.. 

0cm  1175.  I534- 

Blechnum.. 

orientale. 

s. 

Oriental 

Bocconia. 

Dodecand.  Monogyn. 

0CtU  591.  634. 

Celandine, . 

frutefcens. 

s. 

Pree 

Boerhaavia. 

Monand.  Monogyn 

0cm  9.  4-  1676- 

Hogweed,. 

fcandens. 

S. 

American , or  climbing 

* Bolontas,  M. 

d Daun-aJJam,  M. 

b Loo. ut an,  M. 

e Cajo-Conda,  M. 

* Daun  Lida,  M. 

f Cofombo-kling,  M.  in  Sumatra  Cajfoombdo < 

7 


Bombax. 


GENUS. 


H 0 R T U S U P T O N E N S l S. 
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SPECIES.  G?c.  ENGLISH  NAMES. 


Bombax.4 

Monadelph.  Poly  and. 

<Dnn  835.  959. 

Ceiba. 

goftypinum. 

S.  Five-leaved 
S.  Hairy 

|Silk  Cotton-tree. 

Bontia. 

Didynam.  Angiofperm. 

©cm  791.  890. 

daphnoides. 

S.  Barbadoes 

Wild  Olive, 

Bosea. 

Pentand.  Digyn. 

©cm  315.  326. 

Yervamora. 

G.  Golden  Rod. 

BROMELrA.b 

Hexand.  Monogyn. 

©cm  395.  408. 

Ananas. 

S . Queen 

7 

Variegat.  Fol.  Arg. 

S.  Surinam 

>Pine  Apple. 

Karatas. 

S.  Wild  Jamaica 

Brunia. 

Pentand.  Monogyn. 

©cm  274.  288. 

mufcofa. 

S.  Mojfy 

Brunia. 

Brunsfelsia. 

Pentand.  Monogyn. 

©cttf  260.  276. 

americana. 

S . American 

Brunsfelfia, 

Bubon. 

Pentand.  Digyn. 

©em  350.  364. 

macedonicum. 

G.  Macedonian 

) 

Galbanum. 

G.  Galbaniferous 

> Parfley. 

gummiferum. 

G.  Myrrh-leaved 

Buddleja. 

Petr  and.  Monogyn. 

©cm  140.  162. 

globofa. 

S.  Globular 

Buddleja. 

Bupthalmum. 

Syngen.  Polygam.  Jap  erf.  ©cm  977.  1273. 

frutefeens. 

fpinofum. 

G.  Shrubby 
G.  Spinous 

| Ox-eye. 

Bupleurum. 

Pentand.  Digyn. 

©cm  328.  340.  1 

CO 

<0 

frutefeens. 

G.  Shrubby 

HareVear, 

Buxus. 

Moncecia  Petr  anuria . 

©cm  1053.  1394, 

Balearica. 

G.  Minorca 

|box. 

fempervirens. 

G.  Ever -green 

Cacalta.' 

Syngen.  Poly  gam.  AEqualis.  ©cm  933-  iE>p.  1168. 

Ficoides. 

G.  Bajlard  Ficoides 

fonchifolia. 

G.  Sow-thiftle-leaved 

/ 

repens. 

G.  Creeping 

Foreign 

Anteuphorbium. 

S.  Spurge-bane 

( Colt’s-foot. 

atriplicifolia. 

G.  Orach-leaved 

\ 

papillaris. 

S.  Pimply 

J 

Cactus. 

Icojand.  Monogyn. 

©cm  613.  666. 

moniliformis. 

G.  Jointed  India 

Fig. 

mamillaris. 

S . Lejfer  Melon 

Meloca&us. 

S.  Greater  Melon 

J 

tetragonus. 

S.  Four-fid cd  Porch 

i 

hexagonus. 

S.  Six-fided  Porch 

/Torch  Thiftle. 

pentagonus. 

S.  Five-fided  Porch 

( 

repandus. 

S.  Obtufe-angled 

\ 

peruvianus. 

S.  Peruvian 

j 

a Capok,  M,  b Nanas , M.  c Catta  Camadit  M. 

3 T 2 Royeni. 


5 o8 

GENUS. 

Cactus. 


C^SALPINIA. 

Calceolaria.. 

Calendula, 

Calla,. 

Callicarpa. 

Callisia.. 

Camellia. 

Campanula. 

Cana-Rina. 

Canella. 

Canna.3 

Cap  Paris, 


H 0 R T U S UPTONENSIS. 


SPECIES, 

&c. 

Royeni. 

S. 

gran  di  floras. 

S. 

flagelliformis. 

S. 

triangularis. 

S. 

Opuntia. 

s. 

Ficus  Indicus. 

s. 

Tuna. 

s. 

cochenillifer. 

s. 

curaflavicus. 

s. 

Phyllanthus. 

s. 

fpinofiflimus. 

s. 

Decand.  Monogyn . 

ENGLISH  NAMES. 


Nine-angled 
Greater  flowering 
Creeping  Cereus 

Prickly  Pear,  or  triangular  T orch 
Oval-leaved  Indian  Fig 


* 

Torch 

Thiftle. 


Sappan. 
veficaria. 
Syngen.  Mono  gam. 


Indian  Fiz 

o 

Greater  Indian  Fig 
Cochineal  Fig 
Leaf  Indian 
Spleenwort -leaved 
Clyflered  J piny 
(Den,  516.  gjp.  544. 
Sappan-wood 
Bladder 


Indian 


l 

F 

| Casfalp  inia. 


Fothergilli. 

G. 

Syngen.  Polyg.  necejfaria 

(Dest,  990.  1303. 

graminifolia. 

fruticofa. 

G.  Grafs -leaved 

G.  Shrubby  iMarygold. 

Gynand.  P oly  andria . 

(Den,  1030.  1373. 

sethiopica. 

G.  Ethiopian 

Arum.- 

Petr  and.  Monogyn. 

(Deit.  135.  ‘©jj.  161. 

americana. 

G.  Carolina  1 

•Callicarpa. 

tomentofa. 

G.  Downy  j 

Friand.  Monogyn. 

(Den.  63.  62. 

repens.. 

G.  Creeping 

Callifla, 

M'onodelph.  Poly  and. 

(Deit,  843.  §>|J.  982. 

japonica.. 

S.  Yfubakki,  or  Japan 

Rofe. 

Pent  and.  Monog . 

(Den,.  218.  231.  1669. 

1678. 

| 

aurea. 

Golden  1 

rotundifolia. 

G.  Round-leaved  j 

> Bell- flower. 

americana. 

G.  American.  \ 

1 

Ilexand.  Monog. 

J 

Campanula. 

G.  Canary 

Campanula., 

Do  decand.  Monogyn. 

(Den,  598.  nova. 

Cinnamomaea. 

S. 

Mon  and.  Monogyn. 

(Den,  1.  1675. 

Indica. 

S’.  Common  red 

f 

variegata.. 

S.  Striped-leaved  j 

Indian  Shot, 

lutea. 

S.  Yellow  -flowered.  j 

1 or  Cannacoras.„ 

glauca. 

S.  Sea-green 

\ 

Polyand.  Monog . 

(Den.  643.  720.  1674. 

fpinofa. 

arborea. 

S . Prickly 
S . Shrubby 

^Caper- tree. 

8 Daun  Pajfilsb,  M, 


Capsicum, 


H 0 R r U S UPTONENSIS. 


GENUS. 

Capsicum.1 

Carica/ 

Cassia/ 


Cassine. 

Cassuarina/ 

CaSSYTa.. 

Catesb^ea. 

Catenanche. 

Ceanothus.® 

Cedrela. 

Celastrus. 

Celtis. 

Centaurea. 
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SPECIES , &c.  ENGLISH  NAMES. 


Pentand'.  Monog. 

Cett.  252.  ^p.  370. 

frutefcens. 

S.  Barberry , or  Jhrubby 

Guinea  Pepper. 

D'uvcia  Decand. 

(Den.  1127.  £>p.  1466. 

Papaya. 

S.  Melon-jhaped 

Papaw. 

Dixcia  Petr  and. 

0nt.  1 101.  *3>p.  537. 

Fiftula. 

S.  Medicinal 

biflora. 

S.  Pwo-fiowered 

Sena. 

S.  Prue  Sena. 

liguftrina. 

S.  Privet -leaded 

planifliiqua. 

S.  Flat-podded 

AVild  Sena* 

* 

tenuiflima. 

S.  Slender-podded 

auriculata. 

S.  Eared 

Madraflenfls. 

S.  Madras 

bicapfularis. 

S.  Pwo-capjuled 

haftata. 

S,  Spear -jh  aped 

- 

Pentand.  Prigyn. 

®CU.  371.  384. 

Paragua. 

G.  Tapon , or  Paraguay  * 

Hottentot 

Maurocenia. 

G.  Greater 

Cherry. 

capenfis. 

G.  Pbyllirea,  or  Cape 

equifetifolia. 

S.  Pinian  " 

■Pine. 

tuberofa. 

S.  Puberous  Pinian  \ 

Enneand.  Monogyn . 

0en.  505.  g>p.  530. 

filiformis. 

S.  Barbarian 

Caflytha. 

Petrand.  Monogyn. 

<25en.  130.  *ap.  159. 

fpinofa. 

S.  Lily 

Thorn. 

Syngen.  Poly  gam.  FEqualis.  ©en.  920.  §Dp.  1142. 

Lion’s-foot»- 

cjerulea. 

G.  Blue  Candia 

Pentand.  Monogyn. 

0CU.  267.  £>p*  284. 

africanus. 

aflaticus. 

G.  African  \ 

G.  Afiatic  [ 

Alaternoides. 

Pentand.  Monogyn. 

(Scit.  277.  ~a>p.  289. 

odorata. 

S-.  Barbaaoes 

Cedar. 

Pentand.  Monogyn. 

(Sen.  270.  »!p;.  285. 

buxitolius. 

G.  Box-leaved  1 

fpinofus. 

G.  Spinous  y 

Staff-tree. 

pyracanthus. 

G.  Pyracantha-leaved 

bullatus. 

S.  Jamaica  J 

Pclygam.  Moncecia . 

0Clt.  1143.  g>p.  I478- 

fmenfis. 

S.  Eaftern  7 

Nettle-tree, 

occidentalis. 

S.  Wefiern  i 

Syngen.  Poly  gam-.  Fruji. 

984.  12S5. 

raguflna. 

orientalise 

G.  Silver  7 

G.  Oriental  3 

Centaury. 

a Pjals,  M. 
b P apajtZj  M . 
c Cajo-Samara,  M. 

d Cajo-bakat,  M. 
e Pin  da  parvi . 

Celratonia 
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GENUS. 

Ceratonia. 

Cerbera. 

Cercoidea. 

Cestrum. 


Cham^erops. 

* 

Cpienopodium. 

Chironia. 

Chrysanthemum. 


SPECIES,  &c. 

Polygam.  Price cia. 
Siliqua. 

Pent  and.  Monogyn. 
Manghas. 

eredta. 

Pent  and.  Monogyn. 
diurnum. 
latifolium. 
nodturnum. 
foetidum. 

Poly  gam.  Dicecia. 
humilis. 
mitis. 

Pentand.  Digynia. 
capenfe. 
rugofum. 
multifidum. 
Pentand.  Monogyn. 
frutefcens. 
lacerum. 

2 Syngen.  Polyg.  f up  erf. 
flofculofum. 


ENGLISH  NAMES. 

(Ben.  1167.  1513. 

G.  Carob-tree,  or  St.  John's  Bread. 

Oeit.  294.  303/ 

S.  Lanceolate-leaved  Cerbera,  or  Ahouaei, 


S . Erebl 

(Ben,  261.  277. 

S.  Day-fmelling 
S.  Broad-leaved 
S . Night-fmelling 
S.  Foetid 
(Ben,  1219. 

S.  Dwarf 
S.  Mild 

(Beit.  309.  gjp,  318. 
G.  Cafe 
G.  Wrinkly 
G.  Shrubby 

<Bett,  25  5.  272.. 

S.  Shrubby 
S.  Jagged 

(Ben.  96 6.  1251 

G.  Cretan 


maritimum. 

G.  Sea  C 

Chrysocoma. 

Syngen.  Poly gam. JEqualis.  (Ben,  939.  1177. 

Coma  Aurea. 

G.  Greater  Jhrubby,  orl 

re  tufa. 

G..  Retufe  [ African  1 

Artemifioides. 

G.  Mugwort-leaved  j 

Cinchona.15 

Pentand.  Monogyn. 

(Ben,  228.  §>|i.  244. 

officinalis.. 

S.  Peruvian  Bark. 

Cineraria. 

Syngen.  Poly gam.  hip  erf '.  (Beit.  957.  1242. 

geifolia. 

G.  Ground  Ivy -leaved  D 

angulata. 

G.  Blue  Cape  After , or  / 

populifolia. 

G.  Poplar -leaved\Cape  ( 

Amelloides. 

G.  Oppofite-  leaved  J 

ClSSAMPELOS. 

Dicecia  Monadelph . 

(Ben.  1138.  1473. 

Caape'oa. 

. G.  Velvet -leaf. 

ClSTUS. 

Polyand.  Monog. 

(Ben,  673.  736. 

creticus. 

G.  Cretan  7 

Sicyoides. 

G.  Cucumber -leaved  £ 

* Tjonge , M. 

to  the  Cinchona  Jamaicenfis 

Cercoidea. 


►Ballard  Jafmine. 


1657. 

| Dwarf  Palm. 


■ Wild  Orach. 

| AfricanCentaury. 
>Corn  Marygold. 


Ragwort. 


b See  Remarks  on  the  Cinchona,  in  the  Life  of 
Dr.  Fothergill  ; the  Note  on  which  I (hall  tran- 
fcribe  “ A Friend  of  Dr.  Clarke’s,  of  Jamaica,  (Alex- 
ander Roberts)  has  lately  found,  a fpecies  of  the  Cin- 
chona with  racemofe  flowers,  very  limilar  to  thofe  of 
the  Cinchona  Carribtea  of  Jatjuin  and  Linnaeus,  and 


Rock-rofe. 


Dr.  Wright,  de- 
fcribed  in  the  Philofophical  Tranfaftions,  vol.  Ixvii. 
p.  504.  In  the  year  1781  a periodical  publication, 
entitled  The  Jamaica  Magazine,  commenced;  and 
in  the  third,  fourth,  and  fifth  numbers,  the  Jamaica 
Cinchona  is  particularly  defcribed.” 

Vitiginea. 


GENUS. 

Cistus. 


Citrus.1 


Claytonia. 

Cliffortia. 

Clitoria.*5 

Clusia. 

Clutia. 

Goccoloba. 

Cocos.c 

CoFFEA. 

Coix.d 

CoLUMNEA. 

C.OLUTEA. 


B 0 R r U S >Z7  P T 0 N~  E N S 1 S.  pir 


S P E C I E‘S,  £*.  ENGLISH  NAMES. 


Vitiginea. 

G.  Vine-leaved 

populifolius. 

G.  Poplar-leaved 

trifoliate. 

G.  • dhree-leaved 

haltmifolius. 

G.  Sea  Purflane-leaved 

' 

albidus. 

G.  White 

falvifolius. 

G..  Sage-leaved 

^Rock-rofe. 

Helianthemurti. 

G.  Dwarf 

laurifolius. 

G.-  Laurel-leaved 

laevipes. 

G.-  Heath-leaved 

rofaceus. 

G.  Roje 

Tuberaria. 

G.  Plantain-leaved 

Pentand.  Icofand . 

Ccn.  901.  1 100. 

Medica. 

G.  Citron 

Limonum. 

G.  Lemon 

Aurantium  Sin. 

G.  China  Orange 

i ' < * , 

orientalis. 

G.  Willow-leaved  Orange 

Aurantium  acre. 

G.  Seville  Orange  fTree,.  - 

myrtifolia. 

G.  Myrtle-leaved  Orange 

pumila. 

G.  Dwarf  Nutmeg  Orange 

trifoliata. 

G.  dhree-leaved  Orange 

Spinofa. 

G.  Lime 

Pentand.  Monogyn. 

ton.  287.  -294. 

virginica. 

S.  Virginian 

Claytonia. 

Dicecia  Poly  and. 

ton.  1133.  §>p.  1469. 

ilicifolia. 

G.  Ilex-leaved 

Cliffortia. 

Diadelph.  Decand. 

ton.  869.  1025. 

Ternatea. 

S.  White  Wing-leaved 

Clitoria. 

Polygam.  Monceda. 

ton.  1154.  1495. 

flava. 

S.  Yellow -flowered 

Ealfam-tree. 

Diced  a Gynand. 

ton.  1 140.  g>p.  1475. 

alaternoides. 

G.  Narrow -leaved 

[ (~^  1 , , f.  1 - 

pulchella. 

S.  Broad-leaved 

^uiutia. 

Ofiand.  drigynia. 

ton.  496.  523. 

pundlata. 

S.  Spotted 

Grape. 

Monceda  Hexand . 

ton.  1223.  1658. 

nucifera. 

S.  Cocoa 

Nut*. 

Pentand.  Monogyn. 

ton.  230.  §>p.  245. 

arabica. 

S.  drue , or  Arabian 

Coffee-tree. 

Moncec.  dr  land. 

ton.  1043.  1378.. 

Lachryma. 

S.  Job's  dears. 

Didyn.  Angiofp. 

ton.  792.  891. 

humilis. 

S.  Dwarf 

Columnea. 

Monceda  dri'and. 

ton.  880.  g>p.  1045. 

frutefcens. 

G.  Scarlet,  or  Jhrubby 

Bladder  Senna* 

* Jourcek,  M. 
b Bor.ga-ciru } M. 


c Clafpa,  M. 
d Sajor-irerboe,  M« 

COMMELINA. 
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GENUS. 

COM  MELINA.* 
Convolvulus.1* 


Conyza. 

Cordia. 

CORNUTIA. 
CoRONILL  A. 

CoRYPHA. 

Costus. 

COTULA. 

Cotyledon.' 

Crassula/ 


SPECIES,  Vc. 


ENGLISH  NAMES. 


T riand.  Monogyn . 
africana. 
tuberofa. 

Pentand.  Monog . 
canarienfis. 
farinofus. 
panduratus. 
hederaceus. 
Cneorum. 
vitifolius. 
cantabrica. 
althaeoides. 
Dorycnium. 
Batatas. 

Syngen.  Polyg.  fuperf . 
Candida, 
mollis, 
fordida. 
vicofa. 

Pentand.  Monog. 

Sebeftena. 
Didynam.  Angiofp.. 

pyramidalis. 
D.iadelph.  Dec  and. 


juncea. 

glauca. 

valentina. 

argentea. 


-umbraculifera. 
Monand.  Monogyn. 
arabicus. 

Syngen.  Polyg.  fuperf . 
tanacetifolia. 
ftridta. 

Decand.  Pentag. 
orbiculata. 
hemifpherica. 
ferrata. 

coccinea. 

cultrata. 

tetragona. 

pellucida. 


(Sen.  6 2.  6o. 

S.  Creeping  African 
S.  Tuberous-rooted 

215..  218.  1668. 

G..  Canary 
G.  Mealy 
G.  Fiddle 
G.  Ivy -leaved 

G.  Silver-leaved 
G.  Vine-leaved  \brian 

G.  Flax-leaved , or  Canta- 

G.  Mallow-leaved 
G.  Eaftern 

Tuberous-rooted 
(Sen.  950.  g>pf  1205.. 

G.  Cretan 
G.  Soft -leaved 

G.  Dirty 
G.  Clammy 

(Sen.  256.  lap.  273.. 

S.  Lignum  Aloes. 

(Sen.  766.  g>p.  875. 

S.  Pyramidal 

(Sett.  883.  ^p.  1046. 

G.  Rufo -leaved 

G.  Leffer 
G.  Greater 
G.  Silver -leaved 

(Sett.  1221.  ^p.  1657 
:S.  Thatched 
Cen.  3.  &>p.  2. 

S.  Arabian 

(Sen,  968.  §>p.  1256. 

G.  Shrubby 
G.  Upright 

(Sen.  578.  g>p*  614. 

G.  Round-leaved 
G.  Semi-globular 
G.  Saw-leaved 

(Sett.  396.  *2>p.  404. 

G.  Scarlet 
G.  Orpine-leaved 
G.  Square -leaved 

S.  Pellucid 


jCommelina. 


^Bindweed. 


Fleabane, 


Cornutia. 


Joint-podded 
Colutea. 


Palm. 

Coitus. 

| Tan  fey. 
Navel- wort. 


Lefier  Orpine. 


* Sajor-  Culla,  M. 
b Daun-Canleng,  M. 


c Sajor-lebek , M. 
d Daun-Manto,  M. 


perfoliata. 


II  ORT  US  UP  TO  N E N S 1 S'.  jij 

GENUS.  SPECIES,  £*.  ENGLISH  NAMES. 

S.  Jacob'  s-ladder 

-Lefler  Orpine* 


Crassula. 

perfoliata. 

S.  Jacob'  s-ladder 

pundtata. 

S.  Spotted 

quadrata. 

S.  Whip-cord 

fcabra. 

S.  Smooth-leaved 

C^ESCENTIA, 

Didynam . Angiojperm, 

dDern  762.  87 2. 

Cujete. 

S.  Calabajh  Tree. 

Crinum.* 

Hexand.  Monog . 

405.  &pt  419. 

africanum. 

S.  African 

latifolium. 

S.  Broad-leaved 

afiaticum. 

S.  Afiatic 

longifolium. 

S.  Long-leaved 

pendulum. 

S.  Pendulous 

americanum. 

S.  American 

zeylanicum. 

S.  Zeylon 

CROTAL  ARIA.b 

Diadelph.  Decand. 

0tlt,  862.  *&p+  1003, 

turgida. 

Swoln 

laburnifolia. 

S.  Laburnum-leaved 

jamaicenfis. 

S.  Jamaican 

chinenfis. 

S.  China 

Croton.' 

Moncecia  Monand. 

1083.  §>p,  1424. 

febiferum. 

G.  Poplar-leaved 

Cafcarilla. 

S.  Sweet-fcented 

glabellum. 

S.  Smooth  oval-leaved 

acerifolium. 

S.  Maple-leaved 

CuPRESSUS. 

Moncecia  Monand . 

€>en,  1079.  ^P*  1422. 

juniperoides. 

G . Cape 

Curcuma. 

Monand.  Monog . 

®t\\>  6.  3. 

longa. 

S.  Long-rooted 

Cycas. 

dDett,  1222.  1 658. 

circinalis. 

S.  Sago 

guinenfis. 

S . Guinea 

latifolia. 

S.  Broad-leaved 

Cyclamen. 

Pentand.  Monog. 

0ett,  201.  f&p,  207. 

indicum. 

G.  Perfian. 

odoratum. 

G.  Sweet 

Cynanchum. 

Pentand.  Digyn. 

tiDem  304.  g>pt  310. 

hirtum. 

S.  American 

fuberofum. 

S.  Spongy 

Daphne. 

Oftand.  Monog. 

(Kelt,  485.  *^p.  509. 

indica. 

S . Indian 

Cneorum. 

S.  Silver -leaved 

Delima. 

Polyand.  Monog. 

672.  &p,  7 36. 

farmentofa. 

S.  Branching 

Digitalis. 

Didynam.  Angiojp. 

-®em  758.  ^p,  866. 

canarienfis. 

G.  Canary 

obfeura. 

G.  Black  Spanijh 

l 

\Lily  Afphodel, 

3 

^Crotalana. 


* Baang,  M. 


b Sago  Tohon,  M. 

3 U 


•Tallow-tree. 

Cyprefs-tree. 
Turmerick, 

• Palm. 

^Sow  Bread. 

|Scammony, 

| Daphne, 
Delima, 

| Fox-glove, 

® Bern  Maas,  M, 

Dion^ab 
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GENUS. 

SPECIES,  &c. 

ENGLISH  NAMES. 

Dion^ea. 

Decand.  Monog. 

(Sett. 

Mufcipula. 

G.  Venus 

Fly-trap. 

Dioscorea.* 

Dicecia  Hexand. 

(Sett.  1 122.  1462. 

bulbifera. 

S.  Weft  Indian 

Yam. 

Diosma. 

Pent  and.  Monog . 

Oett.  272.  286. 

oppofitifolia. 

Oppofite-leaved 

hirfuta, 

rubra. 

Hairy  1 

Red  5 

African  Spiraea, 

ericoides. 

Heath-leaved  1 

or  Diofma. 

capenfis. 

Cape  J 

Doljchos.*1 

Diadelph.  Decand . 

(Sett.  867.  &p¥  1018. 

fempervirens. 

G.  Evergreen 

! 

brafilienfis. 

G.  Brazilian  j 

Dolichos,  or 

lignofus. 

G.  Ligneous 

Creeper. 

capenfis. 

G.  Cape  ^ 

Dracaena. 

Draco. 

S.  True 

| 

enfifolia. 

eredta. 

S.  Sword-floaped  leaved  | 

S.  Upright  | 

^Dragon-tree. 

terminal  is. 

S.  Herbaceous  Iron-tree 

1 

Dracontium.' 

Gynand.  Polyand . 

(Sett.  1029.  g>p.  1372. 

pertufum. 

S.  Perforate-leaved 

Dragons. 

Duranta. 

Didynam.  Angiofp. 

(Sett.  786.  §>p.  888. 

Plumieri. 

S.  Creeping  prickly 

[Duranta,  or 

EJlifia. 

S.  Upright 

\ Caftorea. 

Echites.4 

Pentand.  Monog. 

4Ben.  299.  307. 1671 

• 

fuberedta. 

S.  Upright 

Echites. 

Ehretia. 

Pentand.  Monog . 

(Sett.  257.  274. 

tinifolia. 

S.  Laurus-tinus  leaved  "( 

•Ehretia.. 

Bourreria. 

S.  Honeyfuckle-leaved  \ 

Erica* 

Qfiand.  Mcnog. 

(Sett.  484.  501.  1672 

triflora. 

G.  Three-flowered 

\ 

carnea. 

G.  Flejh-coloured 

cerinthoides. 

G.  Scarlet-flowered 

abietina. 

G.  Juniper-leaved 

! 

auftralis. 

G.  Spanijh,  or  Mediterra- 

multiflora. 

G.  Many -flowered  \nean 

V Heath. 

baccans. 

G.  Three-leaved 

curviflora. 

G.  Curve -flowered 

fucata. 

G.  Painted 

longi  flora. 

G.  Long-flowered 

•urceolens. 

G.  Pitcher 

arborea. 

G.  Shrubby 

Erigeron. 

Syngen.  Polyg.  fuperf. 

(Sen,  951.  1209. 

foetidum. 

S.  Feet  id 

Erigeron. 

* Jan  Raja , M. 
k Cadjangt  M, 


* Fakka,  M. 

* Carandas,  M» 


Erin  us, 


no  R TV  S UPTONENSIS, 


GENUS.  SPECIES,  (Sc. 


Erinus. 

Didynam.  Angiofperm. 

alpinus. 

G. 

Eriocephalus. 

Syngen.  Polygam . neceff. 

africanus. 

G. 

racemofus. 

G. 

Erythrina.9 

Diadelpb.  Decand. 

herbacea. 

S. 

Corallodendron. 

s. 

pitta. 

s. 

Eugenia.* 

Ico/and.  Monog. 

Jambos. 

s. 

malaccenfis. 

s. 

nova  fpecies. 

s. 

Euphorbia.* 

Dodecand.  Pentag. 

antiquorum. 

s. 

canarienfis. 

s. 

officinarum. 

s. 

Clavi  Herculis. 

s. 

neriifolia. 

s. 

mauritanica. 

s. 

cotonifolia. 

s. 

cordifolia,  vel  ? 

c 

r 

padifolia.  J 

0. 

cereiformis. 

Chdracias. 

G. 

• 

Caput  Medufas. 

G. 

- 

Tithymaloides. 

G. 

amygdaloides  7 

G. 

variegata.  J 

fpinofa. 

Tirucalli. 

G. 

Fagara. 

Tetrand.  Monog. 

Pterota. 

S. 

Ferraria, 

Cynand.  Triand. 

undulata. 

s. 

Ficus.d 

Polyg.  Polycecia. 

religiofa. 

s. 

benghalenfis. 

s. 

racemofa. 

s. 

dumola. 

s. 

indica. 

s. 

pumila. 

s. 

a Gelagat  M. 

b Or  Jambofa-domJiica’,  the  Malabar  name  is  Jam- 
teli.  The  Welt  Indian,  or  Jambos,  was  brought 
from  the  Ealt  Indies  originally.  Jambots , M. 

4 Sudu-fudu,  M. 


ENGLISH  NAMES. 

CBtti*  771.  g>p.  878. 

Purple  Alpine  Erinus. 

<25m.  994.  j&p.  1310. 

African 
Silvery-leaved, 

®eu.  855.  &p.  99a. 

Herbaceous 
True 

Black  /pined 
dDem  616.  &p,  67 1* 

Weft  India. 

Eaft  India 
Hew  fpecies 
Celt.  6©9.  ^p*  646. 

Triangular 
Canary 
Medicinal 
Hercules  Club 
Oleander-leaved 
African 
Rbus-leaved 

Padus-leaved 

Torch-thijlle 
Red-Jlalked 
Medufa’s  head 
Myrtle  leaved 

Striped 

Prickly 
Tree 

©eiu  150.  &p.  172. 

Iron-wood , or 
<Dett+  1018.  g>p.  1353. 

Undulated  Starry  Iris. 

Cen.  1168.  £>pt  1513. 

Poplar-leaved 
Bengal 
Cluftered 
Bujhy 
Indian 
Dwarf 

d Figs  grow  in  great  perfection  in  Carolina,  and 
would  become  a valuable  trade,  if  the  inhabitants 
had  the  method  of  curing  them  as  in  Turky.  Va* 
ringin,  M. 


3U  2 


jEriocephalus. 
| Coral  Tree. 


1 


Pomme  Rofe. 


^Spurge. 


Lechea. 


'Fig-tree. 


Frittillaria 
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H 0 RTU  S U P T O N E N S I $. 


GENUS, 

Erittillaria. 

Galenia, 

Gardenia.* 

Genista. 

Geranium,. 


SPECIES, 

BV. 

ENGLISH  N 

Hexand.  Monog* 
regia. 

S. 

tot.  411.  435. 

Royal , or  greater  1 . 

nana. 

S. 

Refer  j 

Obland.  Digyn. 
africana. 

G. 

tot.  492.  515. 

African  Gal 

Tent  and.  Monogyn. 
florida-fl.  plen. 

S. 

(Den.  492.  305.  1679 

Double-flowered  1. 

flore  fimplici. 

S. 

Single-flowered  J 

Diadelph.  Dec  and* 
canarienfis. 

G. 

tot.  859.  997. 

Canary  1 

fpinofa 

G. 

Spinous  l 

candicans. 

G. 

Montpelier  j 

Monod.  Enneand. 
inquinans. 

G. 

tot.  832.  945. 

Common  Jcarlet 

papilionaceum. 

G. 

Butterfly 

cucullatum. 

G. 

Hollow-leaved 

peltatum. 

G. 

Ivy-leaved 

acetofum. 

G. 

Sorrel -leaved 

zonale. 

G. 

Horfe-floe 

variegatum. 

G* 

Striped-leaved 

vitifolium. 

G. 

Balm-Jcented 

capitatum. 

G. 

Rofe-fcented 

alchemilloides. 

G. 

Lady'  s-mantle-leaved 

odoratifllmurn.. 

G. 

Muflk 

grofiularoides. 

G. 

Goof eberry -leaved 

gibbofum. 

G. 

Gouty-ftalked 

fulgidum. 

G. 

Flaming  red 

lobatum. 

G. 

Vine-leaved 

hybridum. 

G. 

Hybrid 

rutilans. 

G. 

Multifid  ^ 

terebinthinum. 

G, 

Aromatic-fmelling 

cordifolium. 

G. 

Heart-leaved 

glaucophyllurru 

G. 

Glaucous 

©rientale.. 

G. 

Oriental 

fcabrum. 

G. 

Rough 

lacerum. 

G. 

Jagged 

earnofum. 

G. 

Flejhy-flalked 

trigonum,. 

G. 

Friangular-ftalked 

trifle. 

G. 

f Anemony -leavedy  or 

\ Night-fmelling 

hirfutum. 

G. 

Hairy 

laevigatum. 

G.. 

Smooth-leaved 

pinnatum. 

G. 

Wing-leaved 

lanceolatum. 

G. 

Spear-Jhaped 

cotyledonis. 

G. 

Orbi  cularHeart-fhaped 

glutinofum. 

G. 

Glutinous 

1 Cttje-firing,  M. 

NAMES. 


Geranium, 


Gesniria. 


H 0 R ru  S VPTONENSIS. 


s n 


GENUS.  SPECIES,  t*.  ENGLISH  NAMES. 


Gesneria. 

. Didynam . Angiofperm. 
tomentofa. 

S. 

<©EH.  749.  &p.  850. 

W lolly  leaved 

Gefneria. 

Gladiolus. 

Triand Monog . 
fpicatus. 

s. 

57-  £>p.  52. 

S-piked 

triftis. 

anguftus* 

G. 

S. 

f Spotted-flowered,  or 
l Jorrowful 
Narrow-leaved 

Corn-flag,  t 
t Sword-lily 

blandus.  >■ 

G. 

Smooth-leaved 

plicatus. 

ftridtus. 

byzantinus.. 

G. 

G. 

G. 

Plaited 

Straight 

Byzantine 

J 

Gleditsia. 

Poly  gam.  Diced  a . 
monofperma. 

S. 

(©Ell.  1159.  1509. 

Single-Jeeded 

|Gleditfia, 

orientalis. 

S. 

E after  n 

Gloriosa. 

Hexand.  Monog. 

413-  437- 

fuperba. 

S..  Superb 

Lily. 

Gnaphalium. 

Syngen.  Polyg.  f up  erf. 
feflilifolium. 
trifurcatum. 
Staechas. 

(©Ell.  946.  1 1 91. 

G.  Seffile -leaved 

G.  Three-  forked 

G.  Common  j 

f 

crrientale. 

ericoides. 

cylindricum. 

G.  Eaftern 

G..  Heath-leaved'  | 

G.  Oblong-leaved 

^.Tree  Everlafting. 

Gordonia. 

flabelliforme. 

Lafianthus. 

G.,  Fan-Jhaped 
G.  Loblolly  Bay. 

} 

Gorteria. 

Syngen.  Polygam.  Frujl. 
ringens. 

(©Ell.  982.  £>p.  1283. 

G..  Grinning 

| Gorteria. 

fetofa. 

ciliaris. 

G.  Brifily 
G.  Hairy -leaved 

Gossypium.* 

Monand.  Polyand. 

(©Ell.  845.  975. 

- 

arboreum. 

S.  Shrubby 

L C offon« 

religiofum. 

S.  Vine-leaved  \ 

r Vv  LIV/ll  0 

Gouania. 

Polygam.  Moncecia. 

(©Ell.  1157.  &pv 

domingenfis. 

S,  Domingo 

Gouania.* 

Grewia.* 

Gynand.  Polyand. 
occidentalis. 

(©Ell.  1026.  1367. 

G.  Elm-leaved 

1 

orientalis. 

Microcos. 

S.,  Eaftern 
S.  Panicle  d 

> Grewia, 

Guajacum. 

Decand.  Monog. 
officinale,. 

(©EH.  518.  546. 

S..  Officinal 

> Lignum  Tit®. 

fandtum. 

afrum. 

S..  Holy 

S.  Myrtle-leaved 

Guilandina.* 

Decand.  Monog. 

(©Ell.  517.  £>p.  545* 

Nicker- tree. 

Bonduc. 

S.  Indian 

a Capas,  M.  c CajoM-Ceram , M. 

b So  called  from  ProfelTor  Gouan*  d Klitti,  M. 


Bonducella* 
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GENUS. 

SPECIES,  &c. 

ENGLISH.  NAMES. 

Guilandina. 

Bonducella. 

S.  Lejfer  *1 

Moringa.1 

laceraris. 

S.  Zeylon  i, 

S.  Rending  \ 

Nicker-tree. 

Gurulla. 

afiatica. 

S.  Afiatic 

Gurulla, 

H^manthus, 

Hexand.  Monog. 

®en.  400.  &p,  412. 

coccineus. 

S.  Longue-leaved  ”] 

| 

puniceus. 

ciliaris. 

S.  Waved-leaved  j 

S.  Hairy  j 

fBlood- flower. 

villofus. 

S.  Villous  J 

1 

H^EMATOXYtUM.  Decand.  Mono g. 

525.  §>pt  549. 

Campechianum. 

S.  Logwood. 

Halliria. 

Didynam.  Angiofperm. 

®en.  761.  &p,  872. 

lucida. 

G.  African-fly 

Honeyfuckle. 

Hedysarum.* 

Diadelph.  Decand. 

®Ett,  887.  1051. 

ftyracifolium. 

S.  Storax-leaved  ] 

f French 

amcntaceum. 

S.  Amentaceous  < 

\ Honeyfuckle, 

movens. 

S.  Moving  Plant. 

Helicteres.* 

Gynand.  Decand. 

®Ett.  1025.  ^p.  1366. 

I for  a. 

S.  Screw-tree. 

Heliotropium, 

Pentand.  Monog. 

tot*  179.  *sp.  187. 

peruvianum. 

S.  Sweet-Jcented , or  Peruvian  Turnfole. 

UeRMANNIA. 

\ Tetradyn . Pentand. 

tot*  828.  *&p,  941. 

althasifolia. 

candicans. 

G.  Marflomallow-leaved 
G.  White 

alnifolia. 

G.  Alder -leaved  . 

p Hermannia, 

lavendulifolia. 

G.  Lavender -leaved 

groffularifolia.^ 

G.  Goofeberry-leaved  „ 

Hernandia/ 

Monodelph.  Pentand . 

®en*  1049.  £>p.  1391. 

fonora. 

S.  Jack  in  a Box. 

Hibiscus.* 

Monodelph.  Poly  and. 

tot*  846.  ^p,  975. 

tiliaceus. 

S.  Lime-leaved 

Rofa  Sinenfis. 

S.  China  Rofe 

/ 

mutabilis. 

S.  Changeable  Rofe 

f 

malvavifcus. 

S.  Mallow -leaved 

> Syrian  Mallow, 

fpeciofus. 

S.  Shewy  | 

L 

Abelmofchus. 

S.  Mufk -leaved 

\ 

Sabdariffa. 

S.  Cut-leaVed 

J 

Hippia. 

frutefcens. 

G.  ^Ethiopian  Shrubby 

Tanfey. 

FIopia. 

tiniloria. 

G.  Called  after  Dr.  Hope. 

a Or  Nipbriticum  Lignum.  The  Malabar  name  is 
Moringu.  In  Ceylon  it  is  called  Katu  murungha,  or 
Watlu-murunga.  In  Malay,  Cancordoe , 
b Qadjang-goenong , M. 


c Bona-radja,  M. 
d Cajo-raja,  M. 
e Daun-caro , M. 


Hura. 
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GENUS. 

Hura. 

Hydrocotyle. 

Hymen^ea.* 

Hyoscyamus. 

Hypericum, 

Jasminum. 

jATROPHA.b 

Iberis. 


SPECIES,  &c. 

Moncecia  Monodelph. 

crepitans. 

Pentand.  Digyn. 
afiatica. 

Decand.  Monogyn. 

Courbaril. 

Pentand.  Monog. 
aureus. 

Polyadelph.  Polyand. 
balearicum. 
olympicum. 
monogynum. 

Diand.  Monogyn. 
grandiflorum. 
azoricum. 

odoratiflimum. 

Moncecia  Monad. 
multifida. 

Curcas. 
urens. 
gofifypifolia. 
Petradyn.  Siliculofa. 
femperflorens. 
fempervirens. 
flor.  variegatis. 
gibraltica. 
faxatilis. 


ENGLISH  NAME  So 


Pennywort. 

Elemi-tree. 

Henbane. 


b 


John’s  Wort. 


(Den,  1087.  f^p,  1431. 

Sand-box  tree. 

325.  &p,  338. 

Afiatic 

(Den,  512.  &p,  537. 

Locufiy  or  Gum 
(Den.  247.  f^p,  257. 

Golden 

(Den,  902.  ^pf  hoi. 

Minorcan 
Olympian 
Chineje  P utfan 
<Dett,  17.  £>p.  9. 

Great  flowered , or  Ca- 
Azorian  \talonian  I T r . 

X Yellow  Indian , or  moft  rJaiminc* 

1 fragrant  j 

(Den,  1084.  »>p,  1428. 

S.  Multifid 

S.  Angular -leaved , or  French 

S.  Stinging  [. American  Phyjfic-nut. 

S.  Goofe  berry -leaved 
(Den,  804.  fe>p,  904. 

G.  Broad-leaved 
G.  Narrow-leaved 
G.  Striped-leaved 
G.  Gibraltar 
G.  Rock 


S. 

s. 

s. 

G. 

G. 

G. 

G. 

G. 

G. 

G. 


>Candy  Tuft-tree. 


Ilex. 

Petr  and.  Petragyn. 
afiatica. 

(Den,  172.  &p,  1 81. 

G.  Perado-tree. 

Illicium. 

Dodecand.  Polygyn . 

(Den.  61 1.  ^p,  664. 

floridanum. 

S.  Starry 

AnifeecL 

Indigofera. 

Diadelph.  Decand . 

(Den,  889,  $s>p,  1061. 

fcandens. 

S.  Climbing  ] 

L I n H 1 crd 

pforaloides. 

S.  Pforalea-like • j 

rlUU.ig(Jo 

JUNIPERUS, 

Dicecia  Monadelph . 
bermudiana. 

(Den,  1134.  £>p,  1470. 

G.  Bermudas  1 

•Cedar. 

phcenicea. 

G.  Phoenician  j 

JWSTICIA.® 

Diand.  Monogyn . 
Adhatoda. 
Ecbolium. 

(Den.  27.  g>p,  20.  1663. 

G.  Malabar  Nut. 

S.  Reflexed-flowered 

1 

hyffopifolia. 

pidka. 

S.  Hyffop-leaved  ; 

S.  Spotted , or  painted 

* Malabar  Nut 

a This  tree  is  fuppofed  to  yield  the  true  Gum 
Copal,  and  that  the  difference  between  this  and  Gum 
Anime  may  be  owing  to  foil  and  heat  of  climate  j it 


grows  wild  in  the  American  iflands,  the  MoflritQ 
Shore,  and  in  Terra  Firma. 

b Dam- Maas,  M.  * Daun-Prada , M. 

IxiA. 
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GENUS. 

SPECIES,^. 

ENGLISH  NAMES. 

JxiA* 

Priand.  Monogyn , 

(Bett.  56.  51,  1664. 

pulcherrima. 

G.  Mofl  beautiful  ^ 

fqualida. 

G.  Squalid 

longicaulis. 

G.  Long-ftalked 

plicata. 

G.  Plaited 

» 

chinenfis. 

G.  Chinefe 

ipeciofa. 

G.  Sbewy 

crocata. 

G.  Saffron-coloured 

Hxia. 

flexuofa. 

G.  Flexible-branched 

bulbifera. 

G.  Bulb -bearing 

' 

Bulbocodium. 

G.  Bulbocodium 

polyftachia. 

G.  Many  Jpiked 

violacea. 

G.  Violet-coloured 

rnaculata. 

G.  Spotted-flowered 

tubiflora. 

G.  Pub  e -flowered 

trifoliata. 

G.  Phree-leaved 

IxORA.2 

Petr  and.  Monogyn. 

13 1.  £>pf  159. 

coccinea. 

S.  Scarlet 

Wild  Jafmine. 

K^MPFERIA.b 

Monand.  Monogyn. 

7.  3. 

Galanga. 

S.  Oval-leaved 

Galangal. 

Kiggelaria. 

Diced  a Decand. 

CDen,  1128.  1466. 

africana. 

G.  African 

Kiggelaria. 

Lachn^ea. 

Odtand.  Digyn . 

(25enf  490.  514. 

conglomerata. 

G.  Cluftered 

Lachnea. 

Lagerstroemia.  Polyand.  Monogyn . 

667.  733. 

indica. 

S . Eaflern  Lagerftroemia,  or  Munchaufia. 

Lantana. 

Didynam.  Angiofperm. 

(Sen,  765.  873. 

falvifolia. 

G.  Sage-leaved  n 

I 

africana. 

G.  African  Ilex-leaved  i 

J 

involucrata. 

S.  Round-leaved  ( 

American 

Camara. 

S.  Smooth  Nettle-leaved  ( 

Viburnum. 

aculeata. 

S.  Nettle-leaved  \ 

i 

trifolia. 

S.  Phree-leaved  - 

) 

Lavandula. 

Didynam.  Gynojperm. 

<$ent  71 1.  800. 

multifida. 

dentata. 

G.  Canary  ] 

G.  Serrated-leaved 

^Lavender-tree. 

Lavatera. 

Monadelph.  Polyand. 

dDen.  842.  972. 

olbia. 

G.  Small-flowered 

Mallow. 

Laurus.* 

Rnneand.  Monog. 

5«j.  528. 

Camphora.d 

G.  Camphor-tree 

Bay- tree. 

Borbonica. 


a Djarong,  M ' 

* Tjorkor,  M. 

« Laurus  in  the  Malay  is  Randou. 
d The  Camphire  from  Sumatra  is  greatly  prefer- 
able to  that  of  Japan  : we  are  not  certain  whether  it 
is  from  a different  fpecies  of  tree ; but  it  feems  well 
*o 


worth  enquiring  into,  as  the  effe&s  of  proportionable 
quantities  in  medicine  are  furprizingly  different;  per- 
haps it  may  be  owing  to  the  great  difference  of  heat 
in  the  climates.  Ellis  on  tranfplanting Seeds,  p.  27. 
It  may  be  doubted  whether  we  are  yet  in  poffeffion 
of  the  true  Camphor-tree.  In  Arabic  it  is  called 

Capur, 
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GENUS. 


SPECIES,  &c. 


ENGLISPI  NAMES. 


Laurus. 

Borbonia. 

G.  Carolina 

indica. 

G.  Laurus  Regis 

fcetans. 

G.  Stinking 

nobilis. 

G.  Nolle 

Cinnamomum/ 

S.  Cinnamon-tree 

Caflia. 

S . Bajlard  ditto 

Perfea. 

S.  Nile  gat  or  Pear 

Lawsonia/ 

Ottand.  Monog. 

Cen.  482.  498. 

fpinofa. 

S.  Spinous 

Leea.c 

crifpa. 

S.  Curie  d-ftalked 

tequata. 

S.  Downy-Jlalked 

Lechea. 

cTriand.  Prigyn. 

tan  109.  133. 

major. 

S.  Greater 

Limodorum. 

Gynand.  Diand. 

tan  1013.  1345. 

tuberofum. 

S.  Purple 

Linum. 

Pentand.  Pentagyn. 

tan  389.  &p+  397-  1 

maritimum. 

G.  Sea 

Lobelia. 

Syngen.  Mono  gain. 

tan  1006.  g>p,  1317. 

longiflora. 

S.  Long-tubed 

coronopifolia. 

S.  Swines-crefs 

Lotus. 

Diadelph.  Decand. 

tan  897.  §>p.  1089. 

jacobasus. 

G.  Black 

creticus. 

G.  Cretan , or  filvery-lea 

Dorycnium. 

G.  Montpelier 

Ludwigia/ 

Petr  and.  Monogyn . 

tan  153.  §>*n  173. 

ovata. 

S.  Ovate 

Lychnis. 

Decand.  Pentag. 

tan  584.  g>p.  625. 

coccinea. 

S.  Scarlet  Chineje 

coronata. 

S.  Crozvned 

Lycium. 

Pentand.  Monog. 

tan  262.  §>p,  277. 

barbarum. 

G.  Prickly 

Malpighia. 

Decand.  Prigyn. 

Can  572.  g>p+  609. 

glabra. 

S.  Smooth ■ leaved 

s Bay-tree. 


Lawfonia. 

^Leea. 

Lechea. 

Helleborinc. 

372. 

Flax. 

| Cardinal  Flower. 

,1  Bird’s-foot 

ved  > Trefoil. 


Ludwigia. 


pion. 


| Camp 

Box-thorn. 

BarbadoesCherry. 


Capur,  and  Cafur ; in  Sumatra,  Capoor  Barroos. 
Confult  Marfden’s  ingenious  Hift*ry  of  Sumatra, 
juft  publilhed,  p.  120.  & feq.  Kaempferi  Amoenitates, 
p.  773.  By  a particular  procefs,  Camphire  is  pro- 
cured in  a liquid  ftate,  refembling  oil,  and  is  much 
uied  by  the  Sumatrans  in  ftrains,  fwellings,  and  in- 
flammations. A relpedtable  Surgeon  in  London  has 
informed  me,  that  he  applied  this  Camphire  oil  to 
the  fcrophulous  glands  of  a child’s  neck,  foon  after 
which  the  difeafe  difappeared. 

a Though  a fpecies  of  Cinnamon  has  been  intro- 
duced into  the  French  Weft  India  iflands,  its  qua- 
lity is  fo  much  inferior  to  the  belt  Ceylon,  as  to 


excite  a fufpicion  that  the  Weft  India  is  a different 
fpecies.  In  Ceylon  it  is  called  Kurundu.  In  the 
Moluccas,  the  ifland  of  Batsjan,  Java,  and  in  Bor- 
neo, there  is  a fpecies  of  Laurus  nearly  refembling 
the  Cinnamon  ; it  has  more  of  the  flavour  of  Cloves 
than  of  Cinnamon,  and  is  perhaps  the  Cinnamon  of 
Guadaloupe,  &c.  In  Borneo  it  is  called  Culitlaivan. 
Mr  Le  Poivre  fays,  that  Cochin-China  produces 
Cinnamon,  though  in  fmall  quantity,  yet  much 
fuperior  in  quality  to  the  Ceylon. 
b Patjar-j along,  M, 
c Sajor-babek,  M. 
d Seroni-aiger,  M. 
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GENUS. 

Malpighia. 

Malva. 

Mammea. 

Mangifera. 

Marrubium. 

Martynia. 

Medeola. 

Medicago. 

Melia.* 

MELIANTHUS.b 

Mentha. 

Mesembrya.n- 

THEMUM, 
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SPECIES,  GV.  ENGLISH  NAMES. 


urens. 

S.  Stinging  1 

Barbadoes 

verbafcifolia. 

S.  Mullein-leaved  ] 

Cherry. 

5- 

Monadelph . Poly  and. 

841.  g>p.  967.  167 

capenfis. 

S.  Cape 

Mallow. 

Polyand.  Monog . 

®en.  656.  §>p.  731. 

americana. 

S.  American 

Mammee  Apple 

Pentand.  Monog. 

278.  g>p,  290. 

indica. 

S.  Indian 

Mangoe-tree.. 

Didynam.  Gymnojp. 

<H5enf  721.  ^p,  815. 

Pfeudodidtamnus. 

G.  Bajlard  Dittany 

Horehound. 

Didynam.  Angiojp. 

862. 

perennis. 

S.  Perennial 

Martynia. 

Hex  and.  Prigyn. 

455.  g>p+  483. 

afparagoides. 

G.  Bajlard 

Afparagus. 

Diadelph.  Decand. 

<H5eru  899.  *^p+  1096. 

arborea. 

G.  Shrubby 

Moon  Treefoil. 

Decand.  Monog . 

dDem  5.27.  g>p.  550. 

Azederach. 

G.  Common  1 

Bead- tree. 

Azadirachta. 

G.  Indian  j 

Didynam.  Angiojp. 

<2?en+  795.  892. 

major. 

minor. 

G.  Greater  1TT  _ 

G.  LeJJer  j Honey- flower. 

Didynam.  Gymnojp. 

C5en.  713.  ^p.  804. 

canarienfis. 

paniculata. 

G.  Shrubby  \ 

G.  Panicled 

■Canary-mint, 

Icojand.  Pentag. 

dDetu  628.  g>p.  68 7. 

geniculiflorum. 

G.  Jointed 

nodtiflorum. 

G.  Night-Jlowering 

fplendens. 

G.  Shining-flowered 

umbellatum. 

G.  Umbellated 

calami  forme. 

G.  Djuill-lsaved 

Tripolium. 

G.  Plain-leaved 

bellidiflortim. 

G.  DaiJy-Jlowered 

deltoides. 

G.  Delta-Jhaped 

var.  major, 
var.  minor. 

G.  Greater  Delta 
G.  LeJJer  Delta 

r*  Fig  Mary  gold. 

barbatum. 

G.  Bearded 

humile. 

G.  DvoarJ-  bearded 

hifpidum. 

G.  Briflly-flalked 

ftriatum. 

G.  Striped-flowered 

villofum. 

G.  Downy -leaved 

fcabrum. 

G.  Rough-leaved 

emarginatum. 

G.  Notched-flowered 

pugioniforme. 

G.  Dagger-leaved 

3 Foela-moergatti,  M.  Taratti-ki/jil,  M. 


uncinatum. 
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GENUS. 

SPECIES, 

&c. 

ENGLISH 

Mesembrvan- 

THEMUM. 

uncinatum. 

G. 

Leffer  hooked-leaved 

var.  major. 

G. 

Greater  ditto 

fpinofum. 

G. 

Prickly 

tuberofum. 

G. 

'Tuberous-rooted 

ftipulaceum. 

G. 

Upright  Jhrubby 

crafiifolium. 

G. 

Thick-leaved  creeping 

falcatum. 

G. 

Crooked-leaved 

glomeratum. 

G. 

Crowded 

loreum. 

G. 

Leathery -ft  alked 

filamentofum. 

G. 

Six  -fide  d purple 

acinaciforme. 

G. 

Scy  miter -fto  aped 

forficatum. 

G. 

Forked 

edule. 

G. 

Eatable-fruited 

bicolorum. 

G. 

Two-coloured 

ferratum. 

G. 

Saw-leaved 

micans. 

G. 

Glittering 

rofbratum. 

G. 

Beaked 

veruculatum. 

G. 

Spit-leaved 

glaucum. 

G. 

Glaucous-leaved 

f . 

corniculatum. 

G. 

Greater  horned 

var.  minor. 

G. 

I^eftfer  horned 

expanfum. 

G. 

Broad-leaved 

tortuofum. 

G. 

Twifted-leaved 

ringens  caninum, 

. G. 

Dog’s  chops 

ringens  felinum. 

G. 

Cat’s  chops 

aggregatum. 

G. 

Cluftered 

gibbofum. 

G. 

Gibbous 

pubefcens. 

G. 

Downy 

procumbens. 

G. 

Procumbent 

ciliatum. 

G, 

Fringed 

carinatum. 

G. 

Keeled 

cordifolium. 

G. 

He  art -leaved 

fiflum. 

G. 

Cloven 

capenfe. 

G. 

Cape 

laevigatum. 

G. 

Smooth-leaved 

fucculentum. 

G. 

Succulent 

echinatum. 

G. 

Prickly 

— 

fc  alp  at  rum. 

G. 

Broad-leaved 

villofum. 

G. 

Hairy 

Tripolium. 

G. 

Sea-ftarwort 

tefticulatum. 

G. 

Tefticulated 

dolabriforme. 

G. 

Hatchet-leaved 

difforme. 

G. 

Deformed 

albidum. 

G. 

White 

jX  2 


NAMES. 


Fig  Marygold. 


J 

lingmforme. 
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GENUS. 

SPECIES,  (Pc. 

ENGLISH  NAMES. 

Mesembryan- 

THEMUM. 

linguiforme. 

G. 

Tongue-leaved  “] 

aureum. 

G. 

Golden  j 

decumbens. 

G. 

Proftrate  S 

Fig  Mary  gold 

auftrale. 

G. 

Southern  1 

tenuifolium. 

G. 

Slender-leaved  J 

Mimosa.* 

Toly  gam.  Moncecia. 

tan  1158.  §>rn  1498. 

latifolia. 

S. 

Broad-leaved  ^ 

pernambucana. 

S. 

Pernambuque , ax  Italian 

cornigera. 

S. 

Horned 

arborea. 

S. 

Indian-tree 

nilotica. 

S. 

Gum  Arabic 

tamarindifolia. 

S. 

Tamarind-leaved 

pudica. 

S. 

Humble  Plant 

farnefiana. 

s. 

Indian  Gazia 

latifiliqua 

s. 

Broad-podded 

virgata. 

s. 

Twigged 

unguis  Cati. 

s. 

Twijled-podded 

jamaicenfis. 

s. 

Jamaican 

vaga. 

s. 

Fraxinella-leaved 

. Acacia,  or 

punftata. 

s. 

Hotted 

rSenfitive  Plan 

japonica. 

s. 

Japonic 

monofperma. 

s. 

Single-feeded 

reticulata. 

s. 

Reticulated 

glauca. 

s. 

Glaucous- 

horrida. 

s. 

Horrid 

peregrina. 

s. 

American 

Intfia. 

s. 

Indian 

/ 

circinalis. 

s. 

Spiral 

fimplicifolia. 

s. 

Simple-leaved 

montana. 

s. 

Mountain 

Lebbeck. 

s. 

Egyptian 

pigra. 

s. 

Long-Jpined  * 

Mor-$a, 

Triand.  Monogyn. 

tan  60.  59. 

vegeta. 

G. 

Sword-Jhape  leaved 

iMorasa, 

iridioides. 

G. 

Iris-leaved 

r i-  " A V J.  t-V  A 

Murraya. 

exotica. 

s. 

Exotic 

Murraya. 

Musa. 

Polygam.  Moncecia. 

tan*  1141.  &p*  1477* 

paradifiaca. 

s. 

Plantain-tree . 

Myrica, 

Dicecia  Pentand. 

tan  1 107.  g>jn  1453-  _ 

quercifolia. 

G. 

Oak-leaved  ' 

1 Candleberry 

cereifolia. 

G. 

Cereus-leaved  [ 

> Myrtle. 

Myrsine. 

Pentand.  Mcnog. 

tat*  269.  $>p*  285. 

africana. 

G. 

ylfrican 

Box-tree. 

Par  rang,  M. 


Myrtus. 
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GENUS.  SPECIES,  &c.  ENGLISH  NAMES. 


Myrtus.* 


Nerium.^ 


Nyctanthes. 


Olea, 


Ononis. 


OPHI0XYLUM.d 

Origanum. 


Icojand.  Monog. 
communis, 
romana. 
tarentina. 
italica. 
boetica. 
mucronata. 
rofmarinifolia. 
maculata. 
trifoliata.. 
zeylanica. 
Pimento, 
var.  rotundifolia. 
Pentand.  Monogyn. 
Oleander, 
var.  flore  pleno. 
divaricatum. 
americanum. 
Diandria  Monogyn . 
Sambac. 

var.  flore  pleno.c 
fol.  variegatis. 
Diandria  Monogyn . 
americana. 
odoratifllma. 
europtea  latifoL 
var.  anguftifolia. 
var.  buxifolia. 
capenfls. 

Diadelph.  Dec  and. 
Natrix. 
rotundifolia. 
crifpa. 

Poly  gam.  Moncecia. 

ferpentinum.e 
Didynam.  Gymnofp. 
tegypciacum. 
Didtamnus. 
flpyleum. 

Major  ana. 


G. 

Ct. 

G. 

G. 

G. 

G. 

G. 

G. 

G. 

S. 

S. 

s. 

G. 

G. 

G. 

G. 

S. 

S. 

S. 

G. 

G. 

G. 

G. 

G. 

G. 

G. 

G. 

G. 

S. 

S. 


dDcn,  617.  gj>p.  673. 

Broad-leaved 

Roman 

Box-leaved 

Upright 

Orange-leaved 

Nutmeg-leaved 

Rojemary- leaved 

Blotch-leaved 

Three-leaved 

Zeylon 

Allfpice , or  long-leaved 
Round-leaved 
d3ent  297.  305. 

Single  red 
Double  red 
Double -floivered 
Carolina  Olive , or 


1 


} Myrtle, 


>Rofe  Bay, 


dDen.  16.  8. 

Single  Arabian 
Double  ditto 
Striped  ditto 

20.  11. 

American 

Sweet -Jcented  \_European 

Common  broad-leaved , or 

Narrow-leaved 

Box-leaved 

Cape 

dDeitf  863.  1006. 

Vifcous 

Round-leaved 
Curled  . 

1142.  t&p.  1478. 

Snake-like 

Gen,  726.  ©p.  822. 

y. Egyptian 
Dittany  of  Crete 
Dittany  of  Mount  Sipylus 
Sweet  Marjoram 


Jafmine, 


i 


Olive-tree. 


j^Reft  Harrow, 


Ophioxylum. 


•Marjoram. 

- 


a Hmeong,  M. 
b Sidarraja,  M. 

c Or  Goa  Jafmine,  with  a very  large  doable  flower, 
of  an  exquifite  fcent.  In  the  Malabar  tongue  it  is 
called  Katu,  or  Kudda  Mulla  ; in  Malay,  Malati  ; in 
Sumatra  corrupted  to  Melloor,  or  Melattee. 
d Boa-ati,  M. 

e Or  Lignum  CoJubrinum.  In  Ceylon  it  is  called 
Rametul,  or  Cametul ; in  the  illand  of  Rotthe,  and  of 


Timor,  it  is  called  Caju  NaJJi ; in  Siam,  Malacca, 
and  Sumatra,  Caju  XJlar.  it  is  the  Kudda  Mulla  of 
the  Hortus  Malabaricus.  jafminum  Indicum  Mali 
Buraniice  foliis , flore  albo , pleno  ajnpliJJimo.  This  beau- 
tiful double- flowering  Indian  Jafmine  was  brought 
from  Goa,  in  1690,  to  the  Grand  Duke  of  Tufcany, 
who  would  not  fuffer  cuttings  or  layers  of  it  to  be 
given  to  any  body.  The  root  of  this  plant  is  faid  to 
be  a powerful  vermifuge. 


Ornithogalum. 


HO  RTU  S U P r 0 N E N $ I S 


526 


GENUS. 

SPECIES, 

&c. 

Ornithogalum. 

Hexand.  Monog. 

latifolium. 

G. 

arabicum. 

G. 

luteum. 

G. 

OSTEOSPERMUM. 

Syngen.  Polyg.  tieceffaria. 

pififerum. 

G. 

fpinofum. 

G. 

moniliferum. 

G. 

rigidum. 

G. 

Othonna. 

Syngen.  Polyg.  neceffaria. 

bulbofa. 

G. 

gibbofa. 

G. 

cheirifolia. 

G. 

parviflora. 

G. 

pedtinata. 

G. 

Ox  ALPS.1 

Decand.  Pentagyn. 

purpurea. 

S. 

flava. 

S. 

Pes  caprae. 

s. 

Pancratium.15 

Hexand.  Monog yn . 

carolinianum. 

G. 

zeylanicum. 

S. 

mexicanum. 

s. 

Calpenfe. 

S. 

africanum. 

s. 

caribaeum. 

s. 

amboinenfe. 

s. 

Passerina. 

Obtand.  Monogyn. 

filiformis. 

G. 

Passiflora. 

Gynand.  Pentand. 

incarnata. 

G. 

rotund  ifolia. 

G. 

jamaicenfis. 

S. 

laurifolia. 

S. 

pundtata. 

s. 

Murucuja. 

s. 

fubercfa. 

s. 

minima. 

s. 

normalis. 

s. 

Patagonula. 

Pentand.  Monogyn. 

americana. 

s. 

Paulinia.c 

Obt and.  Yrigynia. 

aurea. 

G. 

barbadenfis. 

s. 

Cururu. 

s. 

ENGLISH  NAMES. 

ten  418.  439. 

Broad-leaved 
Arabian 
Yellow 

tet.  992.  g>pt  1308. 

Pea-Jhaped 
Spinous  f African 

Poplar-leaved  l Chryfanthemuiru 

Rigid 

tet.  993.  1309. 

Bulbous 
Gibbous 
Spear-leaved 
African 
Comb-leaved 
tet.  582.  620. 

Purple 
Yellow 
Umbelliferous 

ten  404-  417* 

Carolina 
Zeylon 
Mexican 
Gibraltar 
African 
Caribbee 
Broad-leaved 

tet.  489.  ^>p.  513. 

African 

(ten  1021.  Ibp.  1 355. 

Yhree-leaved 
Round-leaved 
Jamaican 
Laurel-leaved 
Spotted-leaved 
Moon-Jh  aped  -leaved 
Cork-barked 
Small-leaved 
Squared 

ten  208.  §>p.  212. 

American 

ten  497-  §>in  524. 

Yellow-flowered 
Barbadoes 
Eaflern 


/ Star  of 
{ Bethlehem, 


■Ragwort. 


} 

l 

s 


Wood  Sorrel. 


Narciffus. 


Sparrow  Wort. 


"I 

J'Paftion  Flower. 

J 

Patagonula. 

^Paullinia. 


Daun-idop,  M. 


b Liat-Saare,  M. 


c Cururu,  M. 


Pentapetes, 
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GENUS. 

SPECIES,  ifle. 

ENGLISH  NAMES. 

PentapetesP 

Monodelph.  Vo  dec  and. 

(Dcit.  834.  958. 

phcenicea. 

S.  Indian  Vervain 

Mallow. 

Periploca. 

Pent  and.  Vigynia. 

<2en.  303.  309. 

africana. 

graeca. 

G.  African  climbing;  ? A 

G.  Grecian  & {Apocynum. 

Petiveria, 

Hex  and.  Tetragyn. 

d3en*  459-  468. 

alliacea. 

odtandra. 

S.  Guinea  ] 

S.  American  [ 

-Henweed^ 

Philadelphus. 

Icojand.  Monogyn. 

(Ken.  614.  671. 

aromaticus. 

G.  Broad-leaved  ’ 

New  Zealand 

rubicaulis. 

G.  Shining-leaved  \ 

, Tea. 

Phoenix. 

Vicecia  \ Triandria . 

1224.  £>$}„  1 659. 

dadtylifera. 

S.  Vate 

Palm, 

Phlomis. 

Vidynam.  Gymnofp. 

723.  818. 

purpurea. 

Leonurus. 

G.  Purple  ‘ 

G.  Lion' s -tail  ' 

•Jerufalem  Sage, 

Phylica. 

Pentand.  Monogyn. 

0cn,  266.  283. 

ericoides. 

G.  Heath-leaved 

1 Baftard 

buxifolia. 

G.  Box -leaved 

, Alaternus. 

Phylanthus.13 

Moncecia  Triand. 

dSen.  1050.  1392. 

Emblica.c 

grandiflora. 

S.  Pinnated 

S.  Large-flowering  _ 

•Sea-fide  LaureL 

Phyllis. 

Pentand.  Vigynia, 

<$t\h  323.  33c. 

nobla. 

G.  Simpla  Nobla  of  the  Canaries. 

P H YS  ALIS  .d 

Pentand.  Monogyn. 

dDen,  250.  261.  167 

0. 

flexuofa. 

G.  Flexuofe  Indian 

vifcofa. 

S.  Vifcous 

Alkekengi,  or 

curafiavica. 

S.  CuraJJao 

'Winter  Cherry. 

peruviana. 

S.  Peruvian 

Phytolacca. 

Vecand.  Vecagynia. 

Cen.  588.  g>p,  631. 

dioica. 

S.  Tree-like  American 

Nightfhade. 

Piper. 

Viand.  T vigynia. 

CDen.  43.  40. 

Amalago. 

S.  Jamaica  long 

obtufifolium. 

S.  Obtufe-leaved 

> Pepper. 

verticillatum. 

S . Whirled  j 

Piscidia, 

Viadelph.  Vecand. 

0en.  856.  993, 

Erythrina. 

S.  Oval-leaved 

Dogwood-tree. 

PlSONIA. 

Poly  gam.  Vicecia. 

dDeitt  1162.  |s>pt  1 51 1 . 

aculeata. 

S . Prickly 

Fingrigo. 

PlSTACI  A. 

Vicecia  Pentand, 

dDm,  1108. 

vera. 

G.  True 

trifolia. 

G.  Three-leaved  ' 

>PiftaciaNut-tree 

Lentifcus.® 

G.  Maftick-leaved 

1 Conga-baram,  Mr 
b Daun-Jinta,  M. 

L In  the  Malabar,  Nelli-camaram. 
*■  Peretti , M. 


c Gum  Maflick  from  the  Ifle  of  Scio.  As  this 
tree,  commonly  called  the  Lentifcus,  is  doubted  to 
be  the  genuine  Maitick-tree,  feeds  of  the  true  kind 
may  be  procured  from  the  Ifle  of  Scio. 

Plumbago. 
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GENUS. 

Plumbago.* 

Plumeria.15 

POINCINIA.C 

POLYGALA. 

P0LYP0DIUM.d 

Portulaca.6 

Prasium. 

Protea, 

Psidium/ 

Psoralea. 

Pterocarpus.s 

a Akar-binajfi,  M. 
b Samboeija,  M. 
c Bonga-merak,  M, 
lI  6 imbor,  M. 
c Gelang,  M. 
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Pentand.  Monogyn. 
zeylanica. 
fcandens. 

Pentand.  Monog. 
rubra, 
alba, 
obtufa. 

Pec  and.  Monog. 
pulcherrima. 
data. 

Piadelph.  051 and. 
myrtifolia. 
fpinofa. 

Cryptogam.  Filices. 
aureum. 
anriculatum. 
trifoliatum. 
effufum. 

Podecand.  Monogyn. 
Anacampferos. 

Pidynam.  Gymnofp. 
majus. 

Petr  and.  Monogyn. 
argentea. 
pallens. 
conifera. 
glauca. 


faligna. 

Icojand.  Monogyn. 
pyriferum. 
pomiferum. 
montanum. 
vittata. 

Piadelph.  Pec  and, 
pinnata. 
aculeata. 
bituminofa. 
bradteata. 

Piadelph.  Pecandria. 
polygonoides. 
aphyllus. 


S. 

S. 

s. 

s. 

s. 


s. 

s. 


G. 

G. 

S. 

S. 

s. 

s, 

s. 

G. 

G. 

G, 

G. 

G. 

G. 

S. 

s. 

s. 

s. 

s. 

s. 

s. 

s. 

s. 

s. 


ENGLISH  NAMES. 


Ccn,  213.  ^p.  215. 

Ceylon 

Climbing 

Cm.  298.  *a>p,  306. 

Red  Wejl  Indian 
White  ditto 
Obtuje-leaved 

Cm.  515.  ^p.  544. 

Barbadoes 

Pall 

Cm.  851.  g>p.  986, 

Myrtle-leaved 

Prickly 

Cm.  1179.  &>p.  1542. 

Golden , or  Hare's-foot 
Fared 

Three-leaved 

Spreading 

Cm.  603.  £a>p.  638. 

Shrubby 

Cm.  737-  £>P*  838. 

Shrubby 

Cm.  rn.  g>p.  137. 

Broad-leaved , or  Cape 
Pale 

Upright  narrow -leaved 
Smooth 

Oblique  Jpear-Jhaped 

Cm.  615.  £j>p.  672, 

Pear-Jhaped 
Apple- f japed 
Mountain 
Filleted 

Cm.  894.  *3>p.  1074. 

Pinnated-leaved 
Prickly-leaved 
Bituminous 
Floral-leaved 
Ceu.  854.  §>p.  1662. 
Knot-grafs 
Leafefs 


|Leadwort. 

Jafmine. 

^Flower  Fence. 
| Milkwort. 

Polypody,  or 
Fern. 


Purflane. 
Hedge  Nettle. 

' 

Silver-tree,  or 
’ Protea. 

- 

Guava. 

•N 

Jupiter’s 
. Beard, 
or  Trefoil. 

|Pterocarpus. 


f Guja<ve,  M. 

s This  grows  to  a very  large  tree,  and  produces 
that  moft  beautiful  and  ufeful  wood,  for  cabinets, 
doors,  &c.  called  Amboiva-wood.  In  the  Malay  ic  is 
called  Lingoum,  or  more  frequently  Lingoa. 
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Pteronia. 
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Pteronia, 

Syngen.Polygam.AEqualis.  937.  &pf  1176. 

camphorata. 

G.  Camphor-leaved 

oppofitifolia. 

G.  Oppofite-leaved 

► Pteronia. 

lavendulifolia. 

G.  Lavender-leaved 

[ 

Punic  At 

Icojand.  Monogyn. 

dDeit*  618.  &p,  676. 

nana. 

G.  Dwarf 

Pomegranate 

Randia. 

Pent  and.  Monogyn. 

<25en.  21 1.  &>p,  213. 

mitis. 

aculeata. 

S.  Mild j or  round-leaved 

S.  Prickly 

► Box-thorn. 

Ranunculus. 

Polyand.  Polygynia. 

(Den.  699.  g>p,  772. 

alpeftris. 

G.  Alpine 

► Crowfoot. 

aconitifolius. 

G.  Monk's-hood 

Rauvolfia. 

Pent  and.  Monogyn. 

tiDctt,  293.  £>pf  303. 

nitida. 

S.  Four-leaved  Jmooth 

Rauvolfia. 

Rhododendron. 

562. 

maximum. 

G.  Large 

) 

ferrugineum. 

G.  Ferruginous 

[Rhododen- 

ponticum. 

G.  Pontic 

[ dron. 

hirfutum. 

G.  Hairy 

1 

Rhus. 

Pentand.  P rigynia. 

369.  g>p.  379.  1672. 

tomentofum. 

G.  Hairy -leaved  1 

anguftifolium. 

G.  Narrow-leaved 

Cobbe. 

G.  Ceylon 

lucidum. 

G.  Shining-leaved 

var.  minor. 

G.  Lejfer  ditto 

^Sumach. 

laivigatum. 

G.  Smooth-leaved 

odoratum. 

G.  Sweet-fmelling 

Copallinum. 

G.  Copal 

fuccedaneum. 

G.  Succedaneous 

Rivinia. 

Petr  and.  Monogyn. 

dDett.  162.  £>p,  177.  1679. 

humilis. 

S.  Dwarf 

Rivinia. 

Rondeletia.* 

Pentand.  Monogyn. 

<25en.  224.  £>p,  243.  1671. 

americana. 

S.  Linus-leaved,  ox  American  Rondeletia. 

RoSA.b 

Icojand.  Polygynia. 

dBettf  631.  §>p+  703. 

Rofe. 

indica. 

G.  China 

Royena. 

Decand.  Digynia. 

Cett.  555.  §>p.  568. 

lucida. 

G.  Shining-leaved 

) 

latifolia. 

G.  Broad-leaved 

>Royena. 

myrtifolia. 

G.  Myrtle-leaved 

Rubia. 

Petr  and.  Monogyn. 

<0etl.  127.  fa>p.  159. 

Rudbeckia. 

peregrina.c 

G.  Purky 

Madder. 

Syngen.  Poly  gam.  Fr 

uft.  dDen.  980.  *&p,  1279. 

laciniata. 

G.  Jagged 

Rudbeckia, 

a Karak-NrJJi , M. 

15  Cambang  Marrer,  M. 


c Suppofed  to  be  the  fame  that  is  now  cultivated 
in  Smyrna  for  a crimfon  dye. 


*>  V 


Ruscus. 
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GENUS. 

Ruscus. 

Saccharum.* 

Sagina. 

Salicornia. 

Salsola. 

Salvia. 

Sanguisorba. 

Sapindus.^ 

Saxifraga. 

ScABIOSA. 

SCHINUS. 

SciLLA. 

ScROPHULARIA. 


SPECIES,  &c. 


ENGLISH  NAMES. 


Dicecia  Syngenefia. 

androgynus.  G. 

Priand.  Digynia. 

officinale.  S. 

pumilum.  S. 

* Petrand . Petragynia. 
procumbens.  G. 

Mon  and.  Monogyn. 

fruticofa.  G. 

Pentand.  Digynia. 

capenfis.  G. 

fruticofa.  G. 

Diandria  Monogyn. 

coccinea.  G. 

canarienfis.  G. 

paniculata.  G. 

africana.  G. 

nilotica.  G. 

aurea.  G. 

pinnata.  G. 

mexicana.  G. 

capenfis.  G. 

Petr  and.  Monog. 

fpinofa.  G. 

dioca.  G. 

Old  and.  Prigynia. 

Saponaria.  S. 

americana.  S. 

Decand.  Digynia . 

ftolonifera.  G. 

mutata.  G. 

bryoides.  G. 

afpera.  G. 

Petr  and.  Monogyn , 

africana.  G. 

cretica.  G. 

rigida.  G. 

atropurpurea.  G. 

Dicecia  Decandria. 

molle.  G. 

Hex  and.  Monogyn. 

autumnalis.  Gf 

peruviana.  G. 

Didynam.  Angiofp . 

lucida.  G. 


✓“Sage. 


tot.  1139.  1474. 

Prue  Alexandrian  Laurel, 

tot.  73.  *a>p,  79. 

Sugar  1 

Dwarf  Sugar  ^^ane. 

tot.  176.  §>pf  185. 

Procumbent  Pearlwort. 

tot.  10.  5. 

Shrubby  jointed  Glaffwort. 

(tot.  31 1.  fs>p.  322.  1678. 

fhrMy  Llaffwort. 

39.  ^p.  33.  1675. 

Scarlet 
Canary 

P anicled-flowered 
African 
Egyptian 
Yellow 
Feathered 
Mexican 
Cape 

(tot.  146.  0p.  169. 

Spinous 
Dioicous 

tot.  499.  f^p.  52 6. 

Indian 
American 

<Bett.  559.  §>£.570. 

Chinefe 
Silver-edged 
Mojfy 
Rough 

tot.  1 15.  I41- 1677. 

African 
Cretan 
Stiff-leaved 
Purple-flowered 

tot.  1130.  *^p.  1467- 

Soft 

dDen.  419-  ^>Pt  442. 

Autumnal 
Peruvian 

tot.  756.  £>p.  863. 

Shining-leaved 


| Burnett. 

| Soap-berry. 

Saxifrage. 

-Scabious. 

Maftick-tree. 

^Squill. 

Figwort, 


3 To  Ice,  MV 


b Rarax , M. 


canina. 
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GENUS. 


SPECIES,  &c. 


ENGLISH  NAMES. 


Scrophularia. 

canina. 

G. 

Dogs-rue 

frutefcens. 

G. 

Shrubby 

aquatica. 

G. 

Aquatic 

Sedum. 

Decandria  Pentagyn. 

Gen.  579.  §>p.  616. 

Cepsa. 

G. 

Purflane-leaved 

rubens. 

G. 

Red 

Selago. 

Didynam.  Angio/perm. 

Gem  769.  £>p.  876. 

corymbofa. 

G. 

Upright  -ftalked 

Semperyivum. 

Dodecand.  Polyand. 

Gen.  612.  §>p.  664, 

arboreum. 

G. 

Pree-Sedum 

globiferum. 

G. 

Hen  and  Chicken 

canarienfe. 

G. 

Camary 

arachnoideum. 

G. 

Cobweb 

} 


Figwort. 


|stonecrop, 

Selago. 

% 

►Houfe-Leek. 


Senecio.1 


Sid  A.b 


Sideritis. 


Si  DEROXYLUM.c 


SlLENE. 


Sjsyrinchium. 


Skinnera. 


Syngen.  Poly  gam.  fuperf. 
Pfeudo-China. 
peftinatus. 

Doria. 

elegans. 

Rigidus. 

Coronopifolius. 

Monadelph.  Polyandria. 
cordifolia. 
rhombifolia. 
Abutilon. 
multiflora. 

Didynam.  Gymno/perm . 
fyriaca. 
canarienfis. 

Pentand.  JVLonog. 
inerme. 
tenax. 
lycioides. 
oppofitifolia. 

Decand.  Prigynia. 
fruticofa. 
acaulis. 
vallefla. 
capenfis. 

Gynand.  Priand. 
bermudianum. 
graminifolium. 
capenfis. 
palmifolium. 


Gen.  953.  1215. 

S.  Yellow  China-root 
G.  Pectinated 
G.  Sea  Lavender 
G.  Elegant 
G.  Rigid 

G.  Buck' s -horn  Plantain 
Gem  837 . *g>p.  960. 

S.  Heart-fhaped 
S.  Rhomboid 
S.  Heart-Jhaped  undivided 
S.  Many -flowered 
Gem  71 2.  *s>p.  801. 

G.  Syrian 
G.  Canary 

(pen.  264.  ^p.  278. 

S.  ^Ethiopian 
G.  Carolina 
G.  Prickly , or  Canada 
G.  Oppofite-leaved 

Gem  567.  *^p.  594. 1673 
G.  Myrtle-leaved 
G.  Mo/s 
G.  Valleflan 
G.  Cape 

Gem  1017.  £>p.  1 353. 

G.  Greater 
G.  Gra/s-leaved 
G.  Cape 
G.  Palmated 


Groundfel. 


J 


.Indian  Mallow.' 


Capenfis. 

Saijor-bali,  M. 


G.  Cape 


' Stachys,  or 
1 Ironwort. 


■ Iron  Wood. 


Vifcous 

'Campion. 


►Bermudiana. 


Skinnera. 


b Silagouri-panjang,  M. 

3 Y 2 


c Caco-mlli , M. 


Smilax. 
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GENUS. 

SPECIES,  iPc. 

ENGLISE 

Smilax.* 

Diced  a Hexandria. 

(Beit.  1120.  £>p.  14c 

afpera. 

G. 

Rough 

excelfa. 

G. 

Eaftern 

floridenfis. 

G. 

Florida 

Sarfaparilla.4’ 

G. 

Sarfaparilla 

SOLANUM.6 

Pentand.  Monogyn. 

(Ben.  251.  263. 

quercifolium. 

G. 

Oak-leaved 

guinenfe. 

S. 

Guinea 

papilionaceum. 

S. 

Papilionaceous 

acanthifolium. 

s. 

Acanthus-  leaved 

bonarienfe. 

s. 

Free 

mammofum. 

s. 

Pear-fruited 

radicans. 

s. 

Creeping 

indicum. 

s. 

Indian 

fodomeum. 

s. 

Apple-bearing 

verbafcifolium. 

s. 

Verbafcum-leaved 

tomentofum. 

s. 

Downy-leaved 

igneum. 

s. 

Red-fpined 

Soldanella. 

Pentand.  Monogyn. 

(Ben.  199.  206. 

• 

alpina. 

G. 

Alpine 

SoPHQRA.d 

Decandria  Monogyn. 

(Ben.  508.  £>p.  533. 

tomentofa. 

s. 

Zeylon  filver 

lupinoides. 

s. 

Lupine 

alba. 

s. 

White-flo  wered 

biflora. 

s. 

Double-flowered 

capenfis. 

s. 

Cape 

angulata. 

s. 

Angular-leaved 

microphylla. 

Small-leaved 

Spartium, 

Diadelph.  Dec  and. 

(Bern  858.  £>p.  995. 

fpinofum. 

G. 

Prickly 

fphserocarpum. 

G. 

Round-fruited 

complicatum. 

G. 

Montpelier 

radiatum. 

G. 

Starry 

Spondias. 

Decand.  Pentagyn. 

(Ben.  577.  £>p.  612. 

Myrobalanus. 

S. 

Black 

Stachvs. 

Didynam.  Gymnofperm. 

(Ben.  719.  ^p.  8 1 1. 

tomentofa. 

G. 

Dozvny-leaved 

hirta. 

G. 

Hairy-leaved 

sethiopica. 

G. 

y Ethiopian' ' 

capenfis. 

G. 

Cape 

Stapelia. 

Pentand.  Digyn. 

(Beit.  307.  346. 

hirfuta. 

s.. 

Greater 

variegata. 

S. 

Lejfer 

marnmillaris.. 

s. 

Warty 

NAMES. 

^Bindweed. 


^Nightfhade. 


Soldanella. 


I 

$ 

] 


Broom. 


American  Plumb. 


Bafe- 
Horehound, 


a Cajs-Tjina  vian,  M. 

b It  is  brought  from  the  Bay  of  Campeachy,  and 
the  Gulph  of  Honduras,  where  it  grows  in  plenty. 


'Stapelia. 


and  might  eafily  be  propagated  in  Florida.  Ellis, 


p.  29 


Irong , M. 


Vpas-lidji , M. 


Statice. 
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Statice. 

Pentand . Pentagyn. 

©cn.  388.  394. 

monopetala. 

G.  Narrow-leaved 

fuffruticofa. 

G.  Shrubby 

Struthiola. 

virgata. 

G.  Spear-jh  ape  d-leaved 

eredta. 

G.  Ere  Si 

Styrax, 

Dodecand.  Monogyn. 

©en.  595.  §>p.  635. 

lasvigatum. 

G.  Smooth-leaved 

grandifolium. 

G.  Large-leaved 

officinale.* 

G.  Medicinal 

SwiETENIA. 

Pecand.  Monogyn. 

©en,  521.  548. 

Mahagoni. 

S.  American 

Tamarindus. 

1 Triand . Monogyn . 

©fit.  4b.  48- 

indicus.b 

S.  Yamarind-tree. 

Tarchonan- 

THUS. 

Syngen.Polygam.ALqualis.  (Den.  940,  §>p,  1179. 

camphoratus. 

G.  African 

Taxus. 

Pice  da  Monadelph. 

©en.  1135.  &P*  H72* 

elongata.. 

G.  Broad-leaved 

nucifera. 

G.  Nut-bearing 

Tetragonia. 

Icofand.  Pentagyn . 

©en.  627.  687. 

cornuta. 

G.  Horned 

herbacea. 

G.  Herbaceous 

Teucrium, 

Pidynam.  Gymnojp. 

©en.  706.  §>p.  786. 

fruticans. 

G.  Common  Spanijh 

Marum. 

G.  Syrian 

Polium. 

G.  Shrubby 

luceum. 

G.  Yellow- 

album. 

G.  White 

coccineum. 

G.  Red 

creticum. 

G.  Cretan 

Thea. 

Polyand.  Monogyn . 

©en*  668.  734.. 

viridis. 

G.  Green 

bohea. 

G.  Bohea 

Theobroma. 

Polyadelph . Pentand. 

©en.  900.  11 00. 

Cacao. 

S.  Chocolate 

Guazuma. 

S.  Bafiard 

angufta. 

S.  China 

Isea-Pink. 

5 

|-Struthiola. 


^Storax-tree, 

Mahogany-tree,, 


Fleabane. 

^Yew-tree. 

|Tetragonia. 

o Germander 
f Marum. 

Mountain  Poley. 


^Teav 


Nut. 

Cedar. 


* There  Is  a refinous  juice,  which,  by  age,  hardens 
Into  a foiid  brittle  refin,  of  a pungent,  warm,  bal- 
fainic  tafte,  and  very  fragrant  fmell,  not  unlike  the 
Stcrax  Cs'amita,  heightened  with  a little  Amber- 
greafe,  which  is  produced  from  the  Styrax  Aceris 
fotio,  or  Liquid  Amber  ftyraciflua  of  Linnseus,  Sp. 
PL  1418,  which  grows  in  perfection  in  the  Floridas. 
This,  Dr  Lewis,  in  his  Materia  Medica,  p.  3^3, 
fays,  nvght  be  applied  to  valuable  medicinal  pur- 
pofes.  The  French,  in.  Du  Pratz’s  Hiltory  of  Lou- 


isiana, fpeak  with  rapture  of  its  healing  qualities, 
and  the  high  elteem  it  is  in  among  the  Indians  of 
Florida,  on  account  of  its  virtues.  It  is  known  to 
the  Englilh  by  the  name  of  the  Sweet  Gum-free,  and 
to  the  French  by  the  name  of  Copaim.  This  we  can 
have  genuine,  whereas  the  Storax  from  the  Ealt  is 
often  adulterated.  Ellis’s  Dircftions  for  txanfport- 
ing  Seeds,  p.  Z4. 

b JJfamr  M.-  i.  c.  acidum . 


Thuja. 
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Thuja. 

Moncecia  Monadelph . 

Ceit,  1078.  £>p,  1421. 

orientalis. 

G. 

Oriental 

Thymbra. 

Didynam.  Gymnofp. 

Celt,  708.  §>p,  795. 

fpicata. 

G. 

Spiked 

Mountain 

verticiliata. 

G. 

Rough  narrow-leaved  < 

Hyflbp. 

Thymus. 

Didynam.  Gymnofp. 

Cnt,  727.  *apt  825. 

maftichina. 

G. 

Maftick 

Thyme. 

Tournefortia.' 

Pentand.  Monogyn. 

Ccn,  192.  *3>p,  201. 

ferrata. 

S. 

S err  a ted-  lea  ved 

volubilis. 

Ehretia. 

S. 

s. 

Fzv  tiling- ft  alked 
Ehrets 

-Tournefortia, 

diffufa. 

s. 

Spreading 

Trachelium. 

Pentand.  Monogyn. 

Cen.  221.  243. 

cgeruleum. 

G. 

Blue 

Throat-wort. 

Trichilia. 

Decand.  Monogyn. 

Celt,  528.  g>p,  550. 

glabra. 

G. 

Smooth 

Trichomanes. 

Cryptogam.  Filices. 

Celt,  1 1 8 1 . ^p,  1560. 

canarienfis. 

G. 

Portugal 

Fern. 

Triopteris. 

Decand.  Frigynia. 

Cett,  574.  §>p.  612. 

jamaicenfis. 

G. 

Jamaica 

Triopteris. 

Trollius. 

Poiyand.  Polygyn. 

Cen,  700.  §>p,  782. 

afiaticus. 

G. 

Aftatic 

Globe-flower. 

Trop^eolum. 

0 El  and.  Monogyn. 

(Den,  466.  g>p,  490. 

majus  fl.  pleno. 

G. 

Double 

Nafturtium, 

Verbena, 

Diand.  Monogyn. 

Cen,  32.  fe>p,  27. 

bonarienfis. 

G. 

Fall  eft  fpiked  * 

•Vervain. 

indica. 

G. 

Indian  [ 

Vinca.6 

Pentand.  Monog. 

Ceil,  295.  §>p,  304. 

rofea. 

S. 

Madagafcar  1 ] 

Periwinkle, 

var.  alba. 

S. 

White-fpotted-flowered\ 

V ITEX,C 

Didynam.  Angiofp . 

Cett,  790.  g>p.  890. 

trifoliata. 

G. 

Fhree-leaved  ] 

Chafte-tree. 

Negundo. 

G. 

China , or  five-leaved  \ 

VlTIS.* 

Pentand.  Monog. 

Celt,  284.  g>p,  293. 

trifolia. 

S. 

Fhree-leaved  ] 

•Wild  Vine. 

indica. 

s. 

Indian  [ 

VOEKAMERIA.® 

Didynam.  Angiofp. 

Celt.  788.  g>p.  889. 

inermis. 

s. 

Smooth- Jlalked  ] 

•Volkameria. 

aculeata. 

s. 

Prickly -ft  alked  J 

Wachendorfia. 

thyrfiflora. 

G. 

Spear-fhaped 

Wachendorfia. 

Winter  a nav 

Dodecand.  Monog. 

Ceil.  598.  §>p.  636. 

Canella. 

s. 

Baftard  Cinnamon  1 

• Winter’s  Bark. 

aromatica. 

s. 

Aromatic  \ 

» 

Moral-Cabulu,  M. 

d Daun-Capialon,  M. 

b 

Foela-malega,  M. 

e Moegri , M. 

€ 

P enarrar-J arnbi , M. 

5 

Xeranthemum 
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GENUS. 

Xeranthemum. 

Xylophylla. 

Yucca. 

Zamia. 

Zygophyllum. 


SPECIES,  &V.  ENGLISH  NAMES, 


Syngen.  Polygam.  Juferf. 


retortum. 

G. 

fulgidum. 

G. 

longifolia. 

S. 

latifolia. 

S. 

Hexand.  Monogyn. 

aloifolia. 

G. 

draconis. 

G. 

Moncecia  Enneand. 

pumila. 

S. 

fpinola. 

s. 

integrifolia. 

S. 

Decand.  Monogyn. 

feflilifolium. 

G. 

Morgfana. 

G. 

<H5ett.  947.  1201. 

Retorted  TEverlafting 

Shining  3 Flower. 


| Love-flower. 


hong-leaved 
Broad-leaved 

(3m.  429.  4 56. 

Aloe-leaved  ? Adam’s  Needle 

Dragon-leaved  J Adam  s N eedie, 

Gen.  1227.  1659. 

Dwarf  Jaw-leaved  1 
Prickly-leaved  iPalm. 

Entire-leaved  J 

<3m.  530.  551.  1673. 

Fir-leaved  ^Bean-Caper. 


CORRESPONDENCE, 


- 


■ 
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TARGE  is  the  catalogue  of  human  maladies , and  thefe  are  not  unfrequently 
as  complicated  as  the  machine  upon  which  they  aft.  A phyfician , therefore , of 
celebrity,  will  often  have  his  fagacity  exercifed,  by  the  application  of  patients,  whom 
pain , or  long  continuance  of  difeafe,  has  compelled  to  feek  for  relief,  where  ante- 
cedent advice  has  not  been  fuccefsful : phyficians,  likewife?  from  a principle  of 
humanity,  are  no  lefs  difpofed  to  encourage  Juch  applications  for  additional  advice , 
where  their  own  has  been  baffled.  Hence  Dr.  Fothergill  was  frequently  conjulted 
from  various  parts  of  the  kingdom,  as  well  as  of  Europe  and  America.  Applica- 
tions of  this  kind  were  too  numerous,  with  his  other  labours,  to  admit  of  many  words 
in  reply  -,  but  what  he  Juggefted  was  generally  fo  pointed,  or,  what  is  the  fame  thing , 
fo  fuccefsful,  that  it  may  be  concluded,  were  his  confultations  collefted  together, 
much  inftruftion  might  accrue , at  leaf  to  young  praftitioners. 

There  are  fymptoms  in  many  difeafes,  which  may  for  a long  time  agitate  the  pa- 
tient, or  elude  medical  art , and  wherein,  perhaps,  great  penetration  and  long  ex- 
perience may  df cover  fame  fimple  yet  efficacious  remedy,  that  did  not  before  occur. 
There  are  difeafes,  indeed,  rebellious  to  all  medicine : the  humane  phyfician,  never  - 
thelefs,  in  fond  hope  of  procuring  more  beneficial  aid,  may  laudably  appeal  to  others 
of  his  profefflon,  to  clear  up  his  doubts,  or  to  lefflen  the  folicitude  of  his  patients. 
The  known  fagacity  of  Dr.  Fothergill,  his  long  and  fuccefsful  praftice,  and  not  lefs 
his  philanthropy,  combined  to  point  hm  out  as  a confulting  phyfician.  From  fome 
letters,  entrufled  to  me  by  gentlemen  who  are  an  honour  to  their  acquaintance,  I 
have  inferted  a few  inflames  of  the  Doftor' s familiar  manner  of  communication. 
As  fingle  cafes,  they  may  not  appear  very  important  but , I truft,  few  praftitioners 
■will  deem  them  ufelefs . 
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DR.  Cuming  is  perfonally  unknown  to  me;  and  it  was  fubfequent  to  the 
deceafe  of  pair  mutual  friend,  that  our  correfpondence  commenced : it 
has,  however,  afforded  me  fo  much  Angular  pleafure,  that  I regret  it  did  not 
commence  fooner.  Whether  it  is  that  I perceive  in  the  living  friend  a fimi- 
litude  of  the  dedeafed  Fothergill,  or  that  this  epiftolary  intercourfe  has  afforded 
me  the  molt  pleafing  inftrudtion,  I know  not ; but  I confefs,  without  referve, 
that  I recolledt  the  fhort  period  of  our  correfpondence  as  one  of  the  moil  happy 
events  of  my  life. 

Letters  written  in  the  hurry  of  conftant  employment,  between  familiar 
friends,  are  rarely  written  with  grammatical  precifion ; they  may,  neverthelefs, 
contain  too  much  ufeful  matter  to  be  fupprefled ; and  at  the  fame  time  exhibit 
that  acute  judgment,  and  quick  difcernment,  of  the  pradtitioner,  in  a point 
of  view  which  is  lefs  ftriking  in  elaborate  performances,  becaufe  in  them 
we  naturally  expedt  to  find  judgment  and  precifion  united. 

Dr.  Cuming  has  communicated  to  me  fome  letters  of  Dr.  Fothergilks, 
containing  his  opinion  and  advice  on  the  cafes  of  a few  patients  fubmitted 
to  him  by  Dr.  Cuming.  The  letters  of  Dr.  Cuming  are  loft;  having,  how- 
ever, received  fome  detached  memorandums  haftily  written  by  the  Doctor,, 
when  he  vifited  his  patients,  memorise  caufa>  from  which  he  was  afterwards 
enabled  to  compofe  regular  hiftories  of  the  feveral  cafes  to  be  tranfmitted 
to  his  correfpondents ; I have  taken  the  liberty  to  infert  them  in  their  prefent 
form,  in  order  to  explain  Dr.  Fothergill’s  anfwers. 

te  Mrs.D , aged  about  twenty-four,  of  a lax  delicate  habit,  fubject  about 

two  or  three  years  ago  to  the  fluor  albus,  and  accuftomed  to  have  the 
menfes  very  irregularly,  in  the  month  of  March  laft  fuffered  a mifcarriage 
in  the  third  month  of  her  pregnancy ; fubjedt  at  times  to  a pain  in  her  back, 
(which  ftretched  forwards,  not  in  the  diredtion  of  the  ureters,  but  towards  her 
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ftomach.  In  the  latter  end  of  September  laft,  {he  bathed  in  the  fea  ten 
or  twelve  times.  About  the  20th  of  October,  on  catching  cold,  {he  felt 
a pain  in  the  region  of  the  bladder,  with  a frequent  defire  of  making 
water.  In  a day  or  two,  the  menfes  appeared ; this  pain  increafed,  but  did 
not  prevent  her  going  abroad  and  taking  fhort  journies : however,  {he  drank 
plentifully  of  mucilaginous  liquors,  and  ufed  an  emollient  fomentation.  When 
I firft  vifited  her,  November  the  5th,  the  pain  was  become  more  violent ; her 
face  fiufhed,  her  pulfe  full  and  quick,  with  a confiderable  heat  on  her  {kin  ; 
her  defire  of  making  water  was  frequent ; (he  had  no  ftoppage,  made  it  in 
confiderable  quantity,  but  the  pain  was  acute  for  fome.  time  afterwards.  I 
ordered  about  a pint  of  blood  to  be  taken  off ; emollient  fomentations  to  be 
frequently  applied ; draughts  of  fpermaceti,  oil  of  almonds,  with  a few  grains 
of  camphor  and  nitre,  &c.  to  be  taken  fextis  horis,  and  to  drink  largely  of 
an  apozem  ex  rad.  conf.  mag.  &c.  with  gum  Arab.  Her  pain  became,  on' 
the  ufe  of  medicines,  much  more  tolerable,  and  continued  daily  to  abate.  As 
ihe  drank,  at  this  time,  very  plentifully  of  thefe  aqueous,  lubricating,  balfamic 
liquids,  her  water  was  in  great  quantity,  and  often  quite  limpid ; but,  in  general, 
there  was  more  or  lefs  of  a purulent-like  fediment  of  fmall  membranulas  float- 
ing in  the  urine.  About  the  8th  of  November,  an  univerfal  efflorefcence  ap- 
peared on  her  {kin,  attended  with  a confiderable  itching : by  keeping  in  bed, 
and  plentiful  perfpiration,  this  went  off  in  about  two  or  three  days.  From 
that  time  {he  has  been  gradually  gaining  ground;  the  pain  has  abated,  fo  as  not 
now  to  be  pungent  and  acute  ; but,  to  ufe  her  own  words,  {he  feels,  as  it 
were,  a forenefs  or  rawnefs  in  the  part;  this  is  generally  moft  troublefome  about 
bed-time.  The  quantity  of  matter  depofited  is,  upon  the  whole,  lefs  in  a given 
time.  The  water  made  firft  after  waking  contains  moft  of  this  purulent-like 
fediment,  for  obvious  reafons ; but,  as  is  ufual  in  fuch  cafes,  the  quantity  of  the 
fediment  is  fome  days  more,  fome  days  lefs ; the  fediment  too  is  become  whiter 
and  lighter,  though,  in  fome  glaffes,  it  has  appeared  (lightly  tinged  of  a pink 
colour.  I have  vifited  her  two  or  three  times  fince.  The  medicines  have  been 
occafionally  varied.  After  the  ralh  difappeared,  {he  took  two  gentle  dofes 
of  rhubarb  and  manna,  which  moved  her  moderately  three  or  four  times  : 
and  for  thefe  three  weeks  paft  fhe  has  taken  the  following;  with  a decodtion 
of  pearl  barley,  gum  Arabic,  and  balfamic  fyrup,  for  common  drink : 

a Spermat.  Ceti, 

Pulv.  e Tragac.  comp,  a fcrup.  i. 

Balfam.  Gilead,  gut.  iv. 

Syr.  Rofar.  folut.  q.  f.  fiat  Bolus,  ter  in  die  fumendus,  ex  cochlear, 
quatuor  miftune  fequentis : 

*'  % Emulf, 
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<c  Emulf.  Arabic,  unc.  vi. 

Olei  Amygd.  drachm,  x. 

Syr.  Balfam.  unc.  i. 

Tindt.  Cinnam.  drachm,  ij.  mifce. 

««  In  every  other  refpedt,  fhe  is  in  good  health  ■,  no  heat  or  thirft ; her 
appetite  is  good,  which  fhe  does  not  indulge ; fhe  fleeps  well,  and  is  in  general 
tolerably  chearful ; flie  has  bad  no  return  of  the  monthly  difcharge  fince  (be 
defifted  from  bathing  in  the  fea.  She  has  likewife,  by  my  advice,  drank  affes 
milk  twice  a day.  She  eats,  at  dinner,  boiled  mutton,  chicken,  calves  feet, 
puddings,  hartfhorn  jellies  ; for  fupper,  barley  gruel,  fago.  During  the  whole 
time  of  her  illnefs,  fhe  has  lain  in  a recumbent,  horizontal  pofturei  as  an  ereft 
one  always  increafed  her  pain,  till  of  late. 

“ The  pain  fhe  defcribes  is  very  different  at  different  times.  Particularly, 
about  a fortnight  ago,  fhe  fays,  fhe  was  feized,  two  or  three  times  a day,  with 
frequent  momentary,  acute,  darting  pains,  more  pungent  than  at  any  time  of 
the  diforder : thefe  ufed  to  moleft  her  during  the  interval  of  making  water ; and, 
upon  the  next  difcharge  of  urine,  the  pains  went  entirely  off,  and  continued 
fo  for  fome  hours. 

“ For  fome  days  before  I faw  her,  fhe  had  a conftant  teazing  pain  in  her 
bowels,  with,  generally,  everyday,  three  or  four  griping  loofe  ftools,  which 
were  removed  by  fome  gentle  dofes  of  rhubarb. 

<c  Her  water,  at  this  time,  is  in  general  quite  pale,  though  fometimes  of  an 
amber  colour,  and  foon  depofits  a white  purulent  fediment,  with  films  and 
ftreaks  of  membranes  of  different  fizes.  For  feveral  days  before  I faw  her,  her 
water  had,  in  a leffer  degree,  the  fame  appearance,  though  not  made  in  fuch 
large  quantity,” 

4(  Dear  Doctor, 

te  It  was  not  till  this  morning  that  I received  Mrs.  D ’s  cafe.  I have 

confidered  it  with  attention ; and  though  it  is  drawn  up  in  fo  clear  and  diflindt 
a manner,  yet  I own  myfelf  at  a lofs  to  determine  what  the  difeafe  really  is. 

<c  That  the  bladder  is  the  feat  of  it,  is  evident ; but  whether  a ftone,  an 
affeftion  of  the  coats  of  the  bladder  by  its  being  thickened,  or  an  excoriation, 
is  not  quite  fo  clear. 

“ I wifh  the  lady  would  fubmit  to  a fearch.  If  there  is  a ftone,  the  indi- 
cations would  be  certain } if  there  is  none*  our  conje&ures  would  be  more 
confined. 
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“ If  this  cannot  be  complied  with,  we  can  only  have  recourfe  to  palliatives^ 
for  a difeafe  we  do  not  perfectly  know;  a mortifying  fituation  for  the  phyfician 
and  his  patient  ! 

44  This,  therefore,  I could  wifli  might  be  done  in  the  firft  place;  that  fome 
able  accoucheur,  if  fuch  you  have,  might  carefully  examine  the  date  of  the 
bladder. 

44  If  there  is  a ftone,  it  will  mod  probably  be  difcovered ; if  the  bladder  is 
fmall,  contracted,  and  its  coats  thickened,  thefe  alfo,  by  a flcilful  hand,  may 

be  known,  and  the  cure  directed  accordingly.  Perfons  of  Mrs.  D — ’s  age, 

are  feldom  fubjeCted  to  ulcers  in  the  bladder  : I have  never  feen  an  inftance  of 
this  kind  ; nor  do  I apprehend  the  difcharge  is  purulent.  Does  it  not  adhere 
to  the  glafs  or  pot,  and,  when  poured  out,  remain  till  the  urine  is  gone,  and 
then  cling  to  the  veffel,  as  the  whites  of  eggs  would  do  ? or  elfe  is  it  merely 
flocculent  ? Pus,  the  produce  of  an  ulcer,  will  clearly  drew  itfelf. 

44  Till  we  can  be  extricated  from  thefe  uncertainties,  will  not  the  following 
indications  be  reafonable  ? 

a To  mitigate  the  pain  of  the  part  affeCted,  abate  acrimony,  and  ftrengthen 
the  whole  habit. 

44  Would  anodyne  clyfters  be  improper  ? If  nothing  better  than  the  form 
(A)  occurs,  fuppofe  it  be  adminiftered  ? If  this  cannot  be  complied  with,  the 
draught  (B)  will  probably  anfwer  the  purpofe. 

44  Briftol  water,  drank  on  the  fpot,  is  often  a lbvereign  remedy  for  difeafes 
of  the  bladder;  and  if  there  be  no  juft  grounds  to  fuppofe  a ftone,  winter 
as  it  is,  I fhould  think  this  place  moft  proper,  and  to  drink  as  much  of  the 
water  as  poflible.  Affes  milk,  a light  nutritive  diet,  and  a moderate  ufe  of 
wine,  will  not,  I imagine,  be  improper. 

54  If  this  ftep  fhould  be  judged  inconvenient  or  improper,  I cannot  at 
prefent  fuggeft  any  thing  better  than  the  following  formulae  (C).  Dr.  Cuming 
will  be  kind  enough  to  confider  thefe  as  hints,  not  directions,  for  his  procedure  ; 
and  will  accordingly  vary  them  as  emergencies  may  require. 

44  I fnall  return  an  anfwer  to  another  Letter  I received,  as  foon  as  poffible;. 
and  in  the  mean  time  fubfcribe  myfelf, 

**■  Dr.  Cuming’s  affectionate  friend, 

44  John  Fothergill.’* 

(A.) 

H Gel  at.  AmyL 

Olei  Amygd.  Dulc.  i?  unc.  ij. 

TinCh  Thebaic,  gut,  xxv.  fiat  enema  hora  fomni  injiciendum ; vel, 

(B.)  44  Puk, 
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(B.  ) 

« ££.  Pulv.  e Succino  Comp,  fcrup.  i. 

Aq.  Alexit.  Simp,  drachm,  x. 

— Nuc.  Mofchat. 

Syr.  Balfam.  5 drachm,  i.  m.  fiat  hauftus  fumendus  horafomni,  addendo, 
fi  opus  fuerit,  Pulv.  Rhabarb.  gran.  viii.  vel  x. 

(C.) 

f{  Balfam.  Traumat. 

Elix.  Paregor.  a gut.  xxv. 

Tin£t.  Cort.  Peruvian.  Simp.  gut.  xxx. 

Aq.  Purae,  drachm,  x.  fiat  hauftus  fumendus  meridie  et  vefperi. 

<f  December  18,  1761.  J.  F.’* 


I am  not  in  pojfeffion  of  Dr.  Cuming' s minutes , to  which  the  following  refers ; 
hut  this  is  introduced  fo  much  in  the  manner  of  recapitulation , that  the  lofs  of  the 
former  is  of  lefs  conference. 

xt  Dear  Doctor, 

tf  I embrace  the  firft  leifure  moment  I have  to  communicate  what  occurs  to 
me,  upon  a careful  confideration  of  the  additional  circumftances  I have  juft  re- 
ceived in  relation  to  Mrs.  D ’s  cafe. 

“ I know  Dr.  Cuming’s  precifion  too  well,  to  have  the  lead  doubt  but  he  has 
conveyed  to  me  as  much  information,  perhaps  more,  than  I could  have  been 
able  to  have  collected  if  prefent.  It  is  owing  to  the  concealed  nature  of  the 
cafe,  that  I could  form  no  clearer  idea  of  it ; and  not  for  want  of  my  friend’s 
judgment  in  collefling,  or  accuracy  in  defcribing,  fo  equivocal  a complaint. 

“ The  fearch  has  informed  us  of  two  things ; that  there  is  moft  probably  no 
ftone,  nothing  foreign  in  the  bladder  itfelf,  and  that  there  is  one  part  that 
difcovers  a particular  tendernefs ; and  farther,  that  no  obvious  thicknefs  of 
the  bladder  itfelf  was  difcovered.  Thefe  circumftances  reduce  our  conje6tures 
nto  a lefs  compafs ; and  that  either  an  excoriation  of  fome  part  of  the  bladder, 

of 
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or  acrimony,  or  both,  are  the  caufes  of  the  prefent  complaints.  The  fearch, 
I think,  declares  in  favour  of  the  firft  fufpicion  j and  that  we  may  fafely  con- 
clude, that  the  complaints  proceed  from  an  ulceration,  fuperficial  I hope,  and 
therefore  I have  called  it  an  excoriation  ; and  as  fuch  we  may  fafely  treat  it. 
All  that  we  can  do,  in  fuch  cafes,  I imagine,  is  to  remove  as  many  caufes  as  we 
can  of  its  not  healing,  by  mitigating  pain,  leffening  the  activity  of  the  urinous 
falts  perpetually  diftilling  upon  the  wound,  and,  by  filling  the  veffels  with 
good  blood  and  juices,  enable  nature  to  do  what  art  cannot  pretend  to,  heal 
the  ulceration. 

tc  I have  ventured,  with  good  fuc'cefs,  in  fome  fimilar  cafes,  to  give  the 
extract  of  hemlock,  and  found  it  ftng  L ly  beneficial.  It  is  anodyne  j but, 
in  a juft  dofe,  it  neither  affe£ts  the  head  like  other  anodynes,  nor  occafions 
coftivenefs ; of  fharp  corrofive  juices,  it  often  forms  good  pus ; and,  under 
Dr.  Cuming’s  care,  cannot  poffibly  do  harm ; but  ftands  a fair  chance,  I think, 
of  being  beneficial.  Eight  grains,  at  bed-time,  in  a bolus,  with  a little 
conferve  of  rofes,  may  be  given  with  fafety,  and  fix,  a little  before  dinner, 
encreafing  the  dofe  to  eight  in  the  morning,  and  ten  at  night,  in  three  or  four 
days,  if  it  agrees  that  is,  if  it  produces  eafe,  abatement  of  the  difeharge, 
and  fymptoms  of  returning  health.  But,  if  it  excites  a kind  of  pufhing, 
uneafy  fenfation  at  the  bottom  of  the  orbits,  a head-ach,  or  glimmering  of 
the  fight,  the  dofe  inuft  be  leffened ; for  that  dofe  is  too  much,  that  produces 
thefe  effects  j and  one  may  fafely  proceed  in  augmenting  the  dofe,  till  fome 
fuch  fymptom  is  perceived. 

tc  There  is  no  officinal  medicine  differs  from  itfelf  fo  much,  in  point  of 

efficacy,  as  this  extract.  For  I have  occafion  to  believe,  that  a few  days  in 

the  age  of  the  plant  it  is  made  from,  will  make  the  extradl  ftronger  or  weaker. 

I know  where  to  have  fome  of  tried  efficacy,  if  none  is  to  be  met  with  at 

iDorchefter,  and  ffiall  fend  fome  down,  if  it  is  wanted. 

“ But  in  cafe  this  method  ffiould  feem  lefs  to  be  relied  on,  than  thofe  medi- 
cines with  whofe  effects  we  are  in  general  better  acquainted,  I would  propofe  the 
plan  enclofed,  fubmitting  it  entirely  to  my  friend’s  correction  and  amendment. 

“ The  diet  muft  be  mild  and  nutritive.  Affes  milk  once  a day  at  leaft,  or 
twice ; Tilbury  water,  with  a little  milk,  and  a very  fmall  portion  of  the  beft 
old  French  brandy,  for  common  drink  j light  animal  food,  rather  boiled  than 
roafted,  and  with  as  little  fait  as  may  be.  Acids  may  be  ufed  moderately ; and 
a glafs  of  good  Cyprus,  a little  diluted,  at  meals  occafionally.  Our  objedt 
being  to  keep  every  thing  out  of  the  urine  that  is  in  itfelf  acrimonious,  and 
at  the  fame  time  guarding  againft  its  becoming  alkalefcent  j for  this  reafon 
a liquid  diet,  on  milk  efpecially,  will  be  ufeful. 

I am  a little  doubtful  how  far  injections  may  affift  11s.  At  firft  view, 
-3  , they 
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they  may  Teem  to  favour  our  intentions,  by  conveying  immediately,  to  the 
part  affeded,  balfamic  liquors,  capable  at  once  of  abating  the  urinous  acrimony, 
and  deterging  or  defending  the  excoriations. 

But  when  I refled  on  the  tendernefs  of  the  bladder,  the  difficulty  of 
introducing  a fluid,  exadly  of  the  fame  temperature  in  refped  to  heat  ; the 
neceflity  of  fuddenly  ftretching  a membrane  we  would  wifh  to  keep  at  reft ; 
the.  liability  of  walking  off  the  beginning  efforts  of  nature  to  cicatrize;  the 
polfibility  of  making  it  a fort  of  open  fiftula ; thefe  things  difcourage  me. 
However,  if  fomething  of  this  kind  fhould  be  thought  neceffary,  would  any 
thing  be  eafier  than  a folution  of  ftarch,  or  a thin  mucilage  of  quince  feeds  ? 
Nothing  ftyptic  or  irritating,  or  what  is  not  of  the  moft  lenient  quality,  can, 
I think,  be  ufed  with  fafety.  I fhould  likewife  fufped,  that  as  the  feat  of  the 
difeafe  is  very  near  where  the  inftrument  muft  be  introduced,  there  would  be 
fame  hazard  of  protrading  the  difeafe  by  introducing  a remedy.  Thefe  ideas, 
however,  may  be  vague ; and  I hazard  them  the  more  freely,  as  they  will 
have  no  weight  with  Dr.  Cuming,  if  he  fees  them  trifling. 

“ I have  endeavoured  to  form  a compofition,  on  the  other  fide,  that  I could 
wifh  might  have  thefe  effeds ; to  mitigate  pain,  and  to  keep  the  body  gently 
foluble.  Should  the  proportion  of  rhubarb  be  found  too  fmall,  a few  grains 
may  be  added  to  the  night  bolus  ; if  too  much,  a mixture  may  be  made  without 
rhubarb,  of  which  to  form  the  morning  bolus,  which  may  be  then  encreafed 
to  half  a drachm. 

“ Perhaps  thirty  drops  of  the  Ample  tindure  of  bark,  with  five  or  fix  only 
of  elix.  vitriol,  and  one  drop  of  tind.  thebaic,  might  be  ufeful  at  noon,  in  a 
glafs  of  warm  Briftol  water;  and  again  in  the  evening,  if  it  fhould  not 
difagree. 

“ I am,  with  great  efteem.  Dr.  Cuming’s  allured  and  affedionate  friend, 

“ J.  Fothergill.” 

“ Eled.  e Caffia,  unc.  i. 

Pulv.  e Tragac.  Comp,  drachm,  ij. 

Rhei,  drachm,  i. 

— e Succin.  Comp,  fefquidrachmam  fiat  eled.  cujus  3fs.  vel  9ij. 

fum.  om.  node,  fuperbib.  cochl.  ij.  Julep,  fequentis: 

cc  RC  Aq.  Menth.  Simp,  unc,  ij. 

Tind.  Plelvet.  fefcunciam. 

Syr.  Simp,  drachm,  ij.  mifce. 


“ |£.  Eled.  fupra  praefc,  9i.  fiat  Bolus  fumendus  mane,  fuperbibendo  coch. 
jj.  Julep,  prasfcripti. 

<£  December  26,  1761.  J.  F.” 
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CASE  II. 

C{  Mr. rifes  daily  with  the  fun,  or  before  it : every  day,  when  the 

weather  is  tolerable,  he  ufes  exercife  for  two,  three,  or  four  hours,  fometimes 
on  foot,  fometimes  on  horfeback,  in  vifiting  his  friends,  infpedting  his  work- 
men in  the  fields,  fhooting,  &c.  He  eats  moderately  of  plain  food,  (his 
appetite  is  very  good  ;)  drinks  three  or  four  glaffes  of  Port  wine  after  dinner 
and  fupper,  and  goes  regularly  to  bed  by  eleven.  Soon  after  he  returned  int® 
the  country,  he  made  a glafs  or  two  of  urine,  in  which  there  was  evidently 
fome  blood,  fome  rough  fand,  and  fome  finall  particles  of  gravel,  about  the 
fize  of  the  head  of  a finall  pin ; fince  that  time,  no  palpable  fand  or  gravel. 
Sometimes,  after  two  or  three  hours  exercife,  his  water  has  been  ftrongly  tinged 
and  foul}  next  day,  perhaps,  after  the  fame  exercife,  it  has  been  clear>  without 
any  fediment,  only  a cloud  towards  the  bottom}  and,  at  different  times,  without 
any  affignable  caufe,  has  been  of  the  colour  of  Port  wine,  diluted  by  a great 
quantity  of  water-  (though  this  feldomer  of  late  than  ufual)  : fometimes  like^ 
and  of  the  colour  of,  foul  fmall-beer  } fometimes  of  an  amber  or  lemon  colour  } 
and  fometimes  quite  limpid.  I have  feen,  at  one  time,  efpecially  when  the 
water  is  pale,  a very  fmall  quantity  of  white  fediment  juft  covering  the  bottom 
of  the  glafs -j.  and  at  other  times  the  fediment  is  in  a greater  quantity,  and 
like  red  coral : fometimes  it  is  like  a cloud  that  has  juft  weight  enough  to 
reach  the  bottom  of  the  glafs.  Thus  much  for  the  appearance  of  his  water,, 
which  he  makes  in  greater  quantity  fince  he  began  the  ufe  of  the  lixivium  and  ' 
broth.  The  pain  about  the  region  of  the  fpleen,  ftretching  towards  his  ftomach,  , 
and  attended  with  flight  momentary  dartings  from  thence  towards  his  back,  , 
he  ftill  feels  at  times } as  alfo  in  his  back,  ftretching  upwards  as  high  as  the 
points  of  his  fhoulder  blades  : but  neither  of  them  are  violent,  or  interrupt  his  • 
exercife.  His  pulfe  is  regular,  flow,  foft,  and  below  ftandard } . his  fpirits 
are  tolerably  chearful } he  fleeps  but  badly}  mentions  fomewhat  of  a clam- 
minefs  in  his  mouth,  though  he  has  no  foulnefs  on  his  tongue  } and  likewife 
an  aukward,  uncomfortable  drynefs,  and  want  of,  proper  genial,  warmth,  in  his 
hands  and  feet. 

“ He  goes  regularly  to  ftool  once,  fometimes  twice,  everyday}  can  1ft  equally  ; 
eafy  upon  either  fide,  and  bend  his  body  in  every  direction,  without  any  degree  - 
of  pain.  He  never  has  any  obftruftion  or,  difficulty  in  making  water.” 
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<c  Dear  Doctor, 

cc  To  what  caufe  can  we  afcribe  the  effects  we  perceive  in  our  worthy,  fenfible 

friend  J- , Efq;  if  not  to  a Hone  in  the  kidney  ? I wifh  mod  cordially  to  be 

perfuaded  that  I am  miftaken  in  thinking  fo.  Let  us  trace  its  progrefs. — 
The  urine  now  and  then,  without  manifeft  caufe,  fometimes  with  fuch  circum- 
ftances  as  feem  likely  to  produce  it,  appears  with  fuch  a hue,  that  we  -mu ft 
think  it  bloody.  This  muft  proceed  either  from  a ftone  bedded  in  the  kidney, 
in  fuch  a manner,  as,  though  it  gives  little  pain,  yet  has  injured  the  con- 
tiguous blood-veffels  fo,  as  that,  every  now  and  then,  either  when  the  tide 
of  the  blood  runs  higher,  from  internal  caules,  or  from  external  motion, 
blood  oozes  from  the  wounded  veffels,  mixes  in  the  urine,  and  {hews  itfelf 
plainly  to  the  fenfes : or  elle,  by  fome  other  caufe,  not  to  me  obvious,  the  like 
effeCts  enfue.  Let  us  fuppofe  it  fcorbutic  acrimony.  Would  this  confine  itfelf 
folely  to  the  urinary  paffages  ? would  it  not  be  difcoverable  by  other  effedts, 
deducible  from  the  fame  origin  ? yet  I fee  none  ; neverthelefs,  1 am  diffident 
of  my  own  opinion,  when  Dr.  Cuming  is  not  quite  of  the  fame  judgment, 
in  a cafe  that  he  has  confidered  fo  attentively,  and  under  fo  many  fituation\. 
that  none  but  himfelf  can  judge  of  fo  completely. 

“ Shall  we  not  have  difcharged  the  duty  of  able  phyficians,  if  we  take  oub 
indications  from  the  moft  obvious  appearances?  Rationalem  quidem  puto  medi- 
cinam  ejfe  debere  et  injirui  ab  evidentibus  caufis>  is  always  uppermoft  with  us 
both.  Nothing  more  commonly  produces  fuch  appearances  in  the  urine,  than 
a ftone,  either  in  the  kidney  or  in  the  high  road  to  the  bladder.  Suppofing  it 
a ftone,  what  better  diftblvent  have  we  than  lime  ? That  preparation  of  lime, 
that  gives  us  its  folvent  properties  in  the  leaft  compafs,  is  the  beft.  No  ex- 
periments have  difcovered  any  thing  better,  that  I know  of,  than  foap-lees:  the 
power  of  lime  is  here  ftrongly  concentrated.  Fraud,  avarice,  or  worfe  motives, 
may  have  raifed  many  medicines  of  this  clafs  into  reputation  for  a time ; but 
quo  fimplicius , eo  melius , is  an  axiom  of  undoubted  truth. 

“ If  thefe  notions  correfpond  with  my  good  friend’s,  let  the  lixivium,  in 
any  fhape,  be  continued  for  weeks,  nay  months,  without  any  limitation,  unlefs 
fome  obvious  inconvenience  arifes  from  it. 

“ Dr.  Cuming  will  not  be  at  a lofs  to  know  if  any  fuch  appear,  and  to  diredt 
accordingly. 

fC  Believe  me,  affectionately, 

tc  Thy  friend, 

tc  December  2.6*  1764.  J,  Fothergill.” 
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CAS  E III,. 

*c  Mifs is  a young  lady  of  twentyTeven  years-  of  age,  of  a fanguine 

conftitution,  plump  habit,  and  of  a chearful,  lively  difpofition.  She  enjoyed  an 
uninterrupted  ftate  of  healths  till  the  year  1734,  when  fhe  was  feized  with  a 
pleuretic  fever,  from  which  fhe  recovered;  but,  for  feveral  years,  was  fubjeCt  to 
acute  pains  in  the  fide  firft  affeCted,  which  were  always  removed  by  bleedings 
During  this  time  fhe-fuffered.a  very  broken  ftate  of  health. — About  the  middle 
of  the  year  1739  I firft  vifited  her,  when  I found  her  labouring  under  many  of 
the  fymptoms.  of  a,  beginning  phthifis,  from  an  obftruCtion  of  the  menfes. 
When  the  moft,  threatening  fymptoms  were  removed,  a fluor  albus  appeared  : 
that  too  was  cured ; but  ft  ill  her  monthly  courfes  did  not  return,  either  at  the 
proper  periods,  or  in  due  quantity.  A violent  hemicrania  next  feized  her  (to 
which  fhe  had  before  been  fubjeCt  in  a lefier  degree),  which  withftood  the  united 
force  of  the  moft  efficacious  medicines  that  I know  for  that  diftemper,  for 
almoft  a twelvemonth  at  length  it  yielded.  It  were  endlefs  to  tell  you  the 
efforts  I made  to  remove  this  obftinate,  this  ftubborn  diftemper,  or  to  defcribe 
to  you  the  pain,  and  mifery  fhe  endured.  What  expedient  did  I leave  untried, 
what  method  unattempted  ? At  laft  I fucceeded.  After  her  recovery,  a courfe 
of  the  Bath  waters  reinftated  her,  and  confirmed  her  former  health.  Thus 
fhe  continued,,  free  from  any  complaint,  (her  menftrual  evacuations  returning 
regularly)  till  about  the  month  of  April  laft,  that  my  advice  was  afked  on  ac- 
count of  a great  difcharge  of  blood  by  ftool,  unattended  by  any  pain,  which 
llie  had  three  or  four  times,  before  laboured  under.  The  quantity  was  exceffive. 
I ordered  ten  ounces  of  blood  to  be  taken  from  her  arm,  and  prefcribed  a few 
gently  aftringent  draughts,  with  a foft  balfamic  diet,  and  reft.  After  taking 
two  of  her  draughts,  the  difcharge  became  extremely  moderate.  I ordered, 
from  time  to  time,  fome  gentle  opening  medicines,  to  prevent  her  being 
coftive.  Thus  fhe  continued  for  fome  weeks,  fometimes  voiding  blood  in  fmall 
quantities,  without  pain;  but  foon  felt  an  uneafinefs  and  pain  upon,  or  foon 
after,  going  to  ftool.  As  I imagined  the  cafe  to  be  a varicous  vein  broke  a 
little  way  up  the  reCtum,  I ordered  fome  anodyne  and  gently  aftringent  in- 
jections, with  doffils,  dipped  in  an  ointment  of  the  fame  nature,  to  be  thruft 
up  the  anus  ; and  prefcribed  the  TEthiops  mineral,  with  the  teftaceous  powders ; 
taking  care  that  fhe  fhould  not  be  coftive.  Thus  fhe  continued  pretty  eafy  : 
but,  about  the  middle  of  June,  fhe  obferved  fome  fmall  miliary  pimples,  at 
firft  in  the  arms,  then  over  all  her  body,  attended  with-  a great  itching.  As. 
the  complaint  in  her  bowels  was  now  eafy,  I purged  her ; ordered  the  /Ethiops 
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min.  to  be  continued;  afterwards  the  pilulae  iEthiop.  of  the  Edinburgh  difpen- 
fary;  and,  laft  of  all,  acourfe  of  Plummer’s  pills,  with  a decodion  of  the  woods. 
To  this  the  eruption  feemed  to  give  way ; the  pimples  were  fewer  in  number, 
and  the  itching  lefs.  About  the  beginning  of  Auguft,  fhe  returned  from  a 
vifit  to  the  country,  when  the  pains  in-  her  bowels  were  become  much  more 
violent  than  ever,  and  beyond  her  patience.  I ordered  eight  ounces  of  blood 
to  be  taken  off ; the  former  injedions,  with  fome  drops  of  laudanum,  to  be 
repeated  pro  re  nata ; with  a decodion  of  confolida  maj.  &c.  for  ordinary  drink. 
Small  ftreaks  ©f  blood  would  now  and  then  appear  in  her  ffools ; but  nothing 
of  pus,  upon  the  ftrideft  enquiry.  For  fome  time  before,  I had  perceived  a 
fmall  cartilaginous  excrefcence  on  the  right  fide,  and  clofe  to  the  fphinder  ani, 
from  which  fhe  feemed  to  think  her  pain  folely  proceeded ; and,  upon  prefling 
upon  the  root  of  this,  her  pain  was  greatly  aggravated.  A fpoonful  or  two 
of  common  digeftive,  mixed  with  ol.  rofar.  was  frequently  thrown  up  the 
anus,  and  digeftive  alone  applied  to  this  excrefcence.  The  pimples  now  ap- 
peared in  greater  number,  and  the  itching  increafed.  In  a few  days,  when  (he 
could  bear  it,  fhe  took  a few  grains  of  calomel,  which  was  purged  off  next 
morning ; this  -was  repeated,  and  Plummer’s  pills  brought  again  upon  the 
ftage.  I ordered  a lixivium  of  fait  of  tartar  to  wafh  with,  and  made  the  ex- 
periment of  an  ointment  with  white  precipitate,  upon  her  arms  and  hands,  in 
Boerhaave’s  proportion  ; one  ounce,  to  one  and  a half  of  pomatum.  But 
thefe  failing,  fhe  was  at  length  cured  of  this  troublefome  complaint,  by  anoint- 
ing her  body  with  a fulphur  ointment,  which  till  now  fhe  would  not  hear  of. 
This  eruption  had  not  the  appearance  of  a genuine  itch,  nor  was  it  at  all  in- 
fectious ; for  the  family  did  not  avoid  the  moft  familiar  intercourfe  with  her, 
and  more  than  one  of  them  flept  with  her  for  feveral  weeks.  Thus  I had  brought 
matters,  till  towards  the  end  of  October,  1764;  when  the  pains  about  her  fun- 
dament returning,  and  fhe  pofitively  afferting,  that  they  proceeded,  as  far  as 
fhe  could  judge,  from  that  excrefcence  before  mentioned,  various  methods 
were  ufed  to  foften  and  difcufs  it.  But,  though  they  gave  her  a truce  from 
pain  for  feveral  days  together,  and  fhe  imagined  it  was  thereby  become  lefs 
and  fofter,  yet  her  pains  returned  fo  violently,  about  the  middie  of  laft  month, 
beyond  any  thing  fhe  had  ever  fuffered,  that  it  was  cut  off.  Her  pain  was 
exquifite  for  about  two  hours  after  this  operation ; but,  after  that,  fire  enjoyed 
much  eafe.  However,  as  I was  fenfible  there  ftill  remained  another  caufe 
of  her  pain  (whatever  fhare  the  excrefcence  might  have  had  in  it)  I ordered 
her  an  eleduary,  compofed  of  balf.  Lucatel.  fl.  fulph.  fperm.  ceti,  amyg.  &c. 
with  a decodion  of  the  fymphit.  eryngo,  fern,  papav.  alb.  &c. ; and  a fpoonful, 
morning  and  evening,  of  a folution  of  the  balf.  capaivi.  Upon  taking  thefe 
medicines,  fhe  continued  tolerably  eafy  for  eight  or  ten  days ; and  when  her 
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pain  returned,  an  injection  of  ftarch  fize,  -with  a littk  ol.  lini,  and  .twenty 
drops  of  laudanum,  was  thrown  up.  But,  after  having  talked  fo  much  of  thefe 
pains,  you  may  expeft  that  I (hould  give  you  a more  particular  defcription 
of  them. 

£<  The  feat  of  them  feems  to  be  about  the  verge  of  the  anus,  on  the  right 
fide,  ftretching  a little  upwards  upon  the  os  facrum,  and  downwards  along 
her  thigh,  and  fometimes  acrofs  on  the  fame  fide.  They  give  her  no  uneafinefs 
when  going  to  (tool,  nor  till  an  hour  or  two  afterwards  ; and  I have  known 
them  continue  upon  her  for  feveral  hours,  nay,  a whole  night,  without  half  an 
hour’s  intermiffion.  Her  pulfe  (which  is  furprizing,  confidering  the  violence 
of  them,  as  they  are  exceffively  acute,  and  have  fometimes  almoft  deprived 
her  of  her  fenfes)  is  not  fenfibly  raifed  by  them ; and  while  they  are  upon  her, 
fhe  labours  under  a great  difficulty  of  making  water  ; which  may  eafily  be 
accounted  for,  from  the  proximity  of  the  parts  concerned.  She  goes  regularly 
to  (tool ; and,  when  free  from  thefe  pains,  is  chearful,  and,  in  every  other  re- 
fpe6t,  in  good  health.  .1  ought,  indeed,  to  have  told  you,  that,  though  fhe  is 
regular  as  to  the  time,  her  menfes  have  been  in  very  fmall  quantities  thefe 
three  months ; and,  likewife,  that,  within  thefe  three  weeks,  a fmall  quantity 
of  pus  has  been  difcovered  in  her  (tools. 


Dear  Doctor, 

4C  If  I have  appeared  to  be  remifs  in  anfwering  the  cafe  -I  received  a few 
pods  ago,  it  has  been  for  a reafon,  that  ought,  above  all  others,  to  plead  my 
excufe  : it  was  folely  to  have  leifure  to  reflect  upon  every  part  of  that  obftinate 
diforder,  which  affords  a more  doubtful  prognoftic,  as  it  has  not  wholly  yielded 
to  fuch  judicious  methods  as  have  already  been  tried. 

f<  The  young  lady’s  misfortunes  are  very  juftly  deduced  from  that  unhappy 
attack  of  the  pleurify.  The  methods  neceffary  to  relieve  this,  and  the  weaknefs 
left  in  the  part  affe&ed,  occafioned  the  repeated  neceffity  of  contributing  to 
what  has  fince  happened.  She  had  fcarce  time  to  recover  the  weaknefs  which 
frequent  bleedings  occafioned,  before  a freffi  attack  rendered  the  like  meafures 
neceffary.  The  blood,  by  this  means,  was  (till  depraved,  the  habit  weakened, 
and  a fcorbutic  acrimony  feems  to  have  become  predominant. 

<c  It  is  very  likely  that  the  young  lady,  either  in  her  infancy,  or  as  fhe  grew 
up,  had  fome  cutaneous  eruptions  in  fome  part  of  her  body;  or  it  might  only 
fhew  itfelf  in  branny  fcales.  If  nothing  of  this  kind  was  difcoverable  in 
her,  I fhould  fufpefl  that  her  parents  had  it,  or  that  her  mother  had  very  ill 
health  during  geftation.  Thefe  I only  mention  as  ftrong  fufpicions,  from  what 
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Shave  obferved,  in  fome  cafes  that  have  occurred  to  me,  not  wholly  unlike 
the  prefent  diforder. 

« Whilft  the  young  lady  enjoyed  uninterrupted  health,  the  natural  foftnefs, 
and  proper  difpofition  of  the  juices,  would  prevent  any  thing  of  this  kind  from 
appearing ; but,  when  once  the  ftrength  of  the  folids  was  impaired,  and  the 
fluids  confequently  altered  from  their  natural  texture,  any  latent  fharpnefs 
would  difcover  itfelf,  and  aft  with  more  force,  in  proportion  to  what  the 
conftitution  had  fuffered. 

“ The  violent  hemicrania,  fucceeding  the  fluor  albus,  feems  to  confirm 
a fufpicion  of  this  kind : vifcidity  alone  could  not  have  produced  fo  much 
pain,  without  acrimony  conjoined.  The  fame  caufe  feems  at  length  to  have 
fixed  about  the  redtum.  The  irritation  was,  at  firft,  but  fufficient  to  folicit  a 
larger  flow  of  the  blood  to  thofe  parts  than  naturally  ought  to  flow  thither ; 
the  veffels  became  varicous,  and  at  length  burft ; the  difcharges  weakened  her  ; 
the  blood  loft  of  its  mildnefs  j the  acrimony  increafed,  and  fixed  upon  thofe 
parts  to  which  the  blood  now  ftrongly  tended,  and  gave  inceflant  pain. 

<c  Proper  applications  checked  the  bleeding,  eafed  the  pain,  ftrengthened 
her  conftitution,  and  the  caufe.  was  thrown  upon  the  fkin,  the  part  to  which 
acrimonious  humours  are  naturally  directed.  The  miliary  puftules,  I apprehend, 
were  owing  to  the  fame  caufe  that  had  excited  her  fo  much  pain  about  the 
redtum  : for  thefe  no  fooner  difappear,  than  her  bowels  are  again  affedted,  and 
a fungus,  almoft  carcinomatous,  appears.  The  extirpation  of  this,  and  the 
difcharge  which  attended  it,  gave  her  eafe  in  that  part,  which  a frefh  crop  of 
puftules  on  the  fkin  made  more  durable. 

“ From  this  view,  I imagine,  it  will  be  eafy  to  account  for  feveral  appearances 
that  fucceeded ; and  why  the  diforder  has  been  fo  extremely  obftinate  and  re- 
fr.adtory  to  the  belt- concerted  meafures. 

“ I fhall  therefore  proceed  to  offer  my  fentiments  upon  the  queries  which 
are  fo  judicioufly  propofed,  in  as  narrow  a compafs  as  poflibly  I can  ; which 
will  lead  us  to  what  is  of  the  laft  importance  to  the  young  lady,  if  we  are 
fo  happy  as  to  fucceed  in  it,  the  method  of  cure. 

“ i ft.  I think  the  blood  difcharged  is  from  the  haemorrhoidal  veins  become 
varicous ; and  that  there  may  be  a finous  ulcer  in  the  redtum. 

“ 2d.  I apprehend  the  pains  arife  from  a particular  acrimony  in  the  blood, 
either . derived  from  her  parents,  contradted  in  her  infancy,  or  produced  by 
the  neceftary  debilitation  of  her  habit  by  repeated  bleedings ; and  that  the 
excrefcence  was  the  effedt  of  the  fame  caufe,  which  produced  the  pains,  the 
bleeding,  the  puftules,  and  her  prefent  complaints  of  pain  and  uneafinefs  about 
the  redtum  and  os  facrum.  This  is,  likewife,  the  beft  caufe  I can  affign  as  an 
anfwer  to  query  3d.. 
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<c  4th.  It  appears  to  me,  that  the  propered  method  of  cure  would  be,  to 
drengthen  her  habit  in  general,  and  promote  the  natural  fecretions  : 

« To  intermix  gentle  evacuations,  as  far  as  may  be  done  confidently  with 
the  fird  intention : 

t(  To  make  an  artificial  ulcer  as  near  the  part  alfedted  as  we  can ; and  to 
attempt,  by  fpecifics,  to  correft  the  peccant  acrimony. 

“ It  is  unnecefiary  for  me  to  fay  any  thing  with  refpeft  to  diet,  exercife, 
&c.  as  that  is  already  fo  prudently  adjuded.  Garden-duff,  fruits,  acids,  fait, 
butter,  and  cheefe,  in  any  quantity,  muft  be  avoided.  Water  merely  tepid, 
with  a toad,  would  be  the  bed  liquid ; and  a glafs  or  two  of  red  wine  may  be 
allowed.  If  beer  cannot  be  eafily  given  up,  what  die  drinks  ought  neither  to 
be  new  or  dale. 

fC  With  refpedt  to  medicines,  I apprehend  thofe  direfted  in  the  enclofed  may 
poffibly  be  of  fome  advantage.  The  mercurial  is  of  the  mod  mild  kind,  and 
has  fometimes  proved  very  beneficial.  The  quantity  of  purgative  ingredients 
may  be  added  or  diminifhed  pro  re  nata  : if  die  has  a motion  every  day,  it  will 
be  fufficient.  An  iffue,  I think,  fhould  be  made  with  a caudic  on  the  infide  of 
the  thigh,  jud  above  the  gartering  place,  capable  of  holding  two  or  more  peas, 
as  foon  as  poflible.  If  die  dreads  the  caudic  greatly,  it  may  be  done  by  the 
lancet.  This,  perhaps,  will  be  a very  ufeful  drain,  and  cannot  fafely  be 
difpenfed  with. 

“ When  the  feafon  is  proper,  the  ufe  of  fome  chalybeate  purging  water,  I 
believe,  would  be  of  great  advantage.  Whether  you  have  any  fuch  in  your 
neighbourhood,  I know  not.  The  Scarborough  waters  are  of  this  fort,  if  the 
didance  is  not  too  material  an  objection. 

“ When  the  eruption  appears,  as  the  menfes  are  not  in  due  quantity,  a day 
or  two  before  the  expetted  period,  a few  grains  of  pil.  Ruf.  difiolved  by  rubbing 
in  aq.  rutae  and  brionae.  c.  may  be  given,  without  any  danger  to  the  parts 
at  prefent  affefted.  Pediluvia  may  then  be  ufed,  and  fitting  over  a pan,  with 
warm  water,  and  fome  aromatic  herbs  infufed  in  it. 

“ Sapon.  Venet. 

Gum.  Ammoniac,  a fefquidrachmam  ; 

Salis  Martis  femidrachmam  ; 

Extra£t.  Gentianae  liquid,  q.  f.  fiat  mafia  in  pilulas  1.  formanda,  quarum 
lij.  vel  iv.  hora  ante  prandium  fumantur,  infuper  bibendo  coch.  iij.  infuf.  feq. 

tc  $.  Pulv.  Cortic.  Peruvian,  drachm,  vi. 

Winterani,  drachm,  ij. 

Aq.  Fontan.  unc.  xij. 

— Abfinth.  Comp. unc  vi.leni  calore  per  triduum  digere,  tindluram  cola. 

“ Hydrarg. 
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« Hydrarg.  pur.  drachm,  ij. 

Gum.  Guaiac. 

Olei  Amygd.  Dulc.  a fcrup.  ij.  fimul  tere  ad  extin&ionem  mercurli, 
adde  dein  pilul.  coccise  femidrachmam,  pulveris  glychyrrhizae  q.  f.  fiat  mafia 
in  pilulas  xxx.  formanda,  quarum  ij.  fingulis  vel  alternis  nodibus  fumantur. 

« J£.  Aq.  Rutae,  fefcunciam  ; 

— Brion.  Comp,  femidrachmam  ; 

Pilul.  Rufi,  gran.  vi.  vel.  viij. 

Syr.  Croci,  drachm,  ij.  fiat  hauftus  fumendus  cubrtum  itura:  tribus 
circiter  diebus  ante  menfium  periodum,  et  pro  re  nata,  repetendus. 

“ December  23,  1764.  J.  F.” 

With  relation  to  the  event  of  thefe  three  cafes,  Dr.  Cuming  has  informed  me, 

in  general,  that  they  all  terminated  favourably.  Mrs.  D gradually  got 

well,  and  never  had  any  return  of  her  complaint.  Since  that  time  fire  has 
borne  feveral  children,  and  is  now  alive  and  in  good  health. 

The  young  lady,  labouring  under  a hemicrania,  married  fome  years  after, 
and  removed  at  a diftance  from  Dorchefter.  Since  that  time  he  has  feen 
her  occafionally  feveral  times,  and  has  been  confulted  by  her,  but  never 
heard  her  complain  of  the  hemicrania.  She  has  been  a grandmother  for  fome 
years  paft,  and  now  enjoys  good  health. 

The  gentleman,  too,  who  had  fome  threatening  appearances  of  the  ftone, 
has,  fince  he  took  the  lixivium,  been,  in  general,  free  from  thofe  complaints, 
and  is  now,  at  the  age  of  feventy-three,  lufty  and  ftrong,  £ubje£t  only,  at 
times,  to  occafional  fits  of  an  hereditary  gout. 


*733 


A N intimate  acquaintance  had  long  fubfifled  between  Dr.  Fothergill  and 
Dr.  Percival.  A friendfhip  of  ingenious  minds  is  ever  productive  of  public 
benefit;  for  what  is  the  objeCt  of  philofophy,  but  the  intereft  of  the  community  ? 
This  was  their  mutual  purfuit.  Many  are  the  letters  written  by  the  deceafed, 
which  the  unreferved  politenefs  of  Dr.  Percival  has  entrufted  to  me,  and  I 
have  availed  myfelf  of  fome  of  them,  in  the  annexed  Life;  but  I am  concerned 
to  add,  that  the  multitude  of  Dr.  Percival’s  engagements  have  prevented  him 
from  preferving  copies  of  the  cafes  of  the  patients  communicated  by  him  to  Dr. 
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Fothergill  for  his  opinion,  which  would  otherwife  have  rendered  their  corre- 
fpondence  invaluable,  in  a medical  point  of  view.  I have,  however,  colle&ed 
the  following  detached  obfervations,  as  not  immediately  requiring  previous 
elucidation. 


Extrari  of  a Letter  from  Dr.  Fothergill  to  Dr.  Per cival,  Anno  1767. 
tc  Dear  Doctor, 

« I have  repeatedly  perufed  the  cafe  I received  by  the  laft  poll,  and  with 
attention  and  pleafure  : with  pleafure,  becaufe  of  its  accuracy  and  precifion  ■> 
and  likewife  that  it  feems  capable  of  being  relieved. 

« I think  the  whole  train  of  fymptoms  proceed  from  a natural  delicacy 

of  conftitution,  and  have  been  increafed  by  the  patient’s  having  been  a mother 

fo  early,  and  perhaps  by  inattention  to  her  diet  and  regimen.  There  are  few 

chronic  difeafes  but  what  are  augmented  by  thefe  means,  or  that  fpeedily 

yield  to  medicine,  without  the  ftriCteft  regard  to  regimen.  If  I have  fucceeded 

in  fome  cafes,  where  others  have  fometimes  failed,  it  has  oftener  been  owing- 

... 

to  enjoining  this,  than  to  a happier  choice  of  medicines ; and  here  we  have 
need  of  every  auxiliary. 

“ Thefe  painful  paroxyfms  are  doubtlefs  owing  immediately  to  fpafmodic 
affections  of  the  parts  concerned,  brought  on  probably  by  acrimony  arifing 
from  indigeftion.  Pain,  languor,  immoderate  and  irregular  evacuations,  are 
the  confc-quences,  and  will  continue,  under  one  fhape  or  another,  till  the 
ftomach,  digeftion,  and  its  confequences,  produce  better  blood,  more  ftrength, 
and  lefs  irritability. 

cc  Her  diet  muft  be  of  the  lighted:  animal  kind,  and  the  quantity  precifely 
fuch  as  to  occafion  no  uneafinefs  after  eating  : whatever  does  this,  be  it  kind  or 
quantity,  muft  be  ftudioufly  avoided.  Tea  ought  to  be  abandoned  altogether: 
a little  milk,  in  any  fhape,  thin  chocolate,  or  light  broth,  would  be  much 
preferable  to  tea  and  bread  and  butter.  Her  dinners  muft  be  fparing ; and 
a little  light  animal  food  may  be  allowed  for  fuppef,  and  will  agree  better  than 
moft  fpoon-meats.  Spa  water,  with  one  third  of  white  Port,  Lifbon,  or  Madeira 
wine;  or  common  water,  with  the  like  proportion  of  red  Port,  afterwards. 
Vegetables  of  all  kinds,  and  every  thing  made  from  them,  muft  be  ufed 
fparingly,  even  bread  itfelf.  Sweets  and  acids  muft  be  profcribed. 

tc  The  medicines,  if  they  feem  not  improper,  nor  on  experience  are  found 
to  difagree,  fhould  be  long  and  regularly  continued.  Gutta  cavat  lapdem 
oukht  fometimes  to  be  our  motto. 

W 
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« Accept  my  belt  wifhes  for  thy  health  and  happinefs.  Acquaint  me  with 
the  refult  of  thefe  hints,  which  are  fubmitted  entirely  to  thy  corrections ; and 
believe  me  to  be,  with  great  refpedt, 

“ Thy  allured  friend, 

John  Fothergill.” 

<c  R.  Conferv.  e Cort.  Aurant.  fi. 

Confect.  Damocrat.  §fs. 

Spec.  Aromat. 

Cryft.  Tartar. 

Pulv.  Rhej.  a ^i.  Syr.  e Cort.  Aurant.  q.  f.  electarium  ; de  quo  capiat 
quantitatem  nucis  avellanae,  vel  quantum  fatis  ad  alvum  femel  quotidie  folven- 
dum,  fuperbibendo  cochlearia  duo  julepi  fequentis  : 

tc  R.  Aq.  Menth.  piper.  Simpl.  f vi. 

Tint:.  Helvet.  ^ifs. 

Syr.  Simplic.  3 ij . mifce. 

<c  R.  Aq.  Cinnam.  tenuis,  §i. 

Tindt.  Amar.  3L 

Flor.  Mart.  gut.  vij.  fiat  hauftus  fumendus  mane  et  meridie. 

1 

“ R.  Aquae  Purae. 

Julep,  e Camphora,  a §iv. 

Elixir  Paregor.  ^fs.  mifce  j capiat  cochlearia  duo  in  languoribus. 

“ 28th  Nov.  1767,  J.  F.” 

The  plan  above  adopted,  I am  informed,  gradually  and  happily  reftored  the 
patient  to  priftine  health. 


Extract  of  a Letter  from  Dr.  Fothergill  to  Dr.  Percival}  Anno  1780. 

“ Dear  Doctor, 

tc  I received  thy  obliging  letter  this  evening ; and  fit  down  immediately  to 
reply  to  it,  left,  as  fometimes  happens  to  me,  new  and  prefling  calls  unexpectedly 
interpofe.  The  patient’s  difeafe  is  but  too  evident ; and  the  event,  I am 
afraid,  more  than  doubtful.  If  the  habit  had  been  ftrong  enough,  to  have 
thrown  the  gout  on  the  extremities,  a dropfy  would  not  fo  foon  have  happened. 
—Attacked  by  both  difeafes,  the  former  fmothered,  the  latter  increafing, 
leaves  us  but  a bad  prognoftic. 
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« To  fupport  his  ftrength  by  a generous  diet,  and  to  promote  the  thinner 
fecretions,  without  weakening  the  powers  of  digeftion,  feem  to  be.  the  obvious 
indications.  How  far  the  medicines,  which  I propofe  to  recommend  on  the 
other  fide,  may  be  likely  to  fucceed,  I fubmit  to  thy  better  judgment ; better  it 
mu  ft  be,  were  it  only  for  this  reafon,  the  patient  is  prefent.  His  liquor  fhould 
be  generous — -old  hock  and  fpa  water,  half  and  half — cyder  and  fpa  water, 
and  the  like,  according  as,  from  obfervation,  they  appear  to  promote  urine  : 
punch  made  with  fpa  water,  old  hock,  and  brandy,  rum,  or  Geneva,  is  not  a 
difagreeable  liquor  to  many — three  parts  water,  two  parts  old  hock,  one  of 
fpirit,  and  a little  fugar.  His  diet  fhould  be  of  light  animal  food. 

cc  I much  lament  the  lofs  of  mymoft  fteady  frier.d  Dr.  Pemberton.  I greatly 
regret,  that  I trufted  too  much  to  his  own  account  of  himfelf.  I lament  that 
he  did  not  get  either  thyfelf,  Dr.  Dobfon,  or  Dr.  Haygarth,  or  all  of  you,  to  fee 
him.  His  family  have  differed  an  irreparable  lofs,  and  fo,  I think,  has  the 
country. 

C(  Farewel,  and  believe  me, 

ei  Thy  affectionate  friend, 

<c  John  Fothergill/’ 

u &.  Aq.  Menth.  Pip.  Simp.  3x. 

Tind.  Amar.  3ifs. 

Sal.  Abfinth-  gr.  viij..  ft.  hauftus  fumendus  meridie  et  vefperi. 

*<  R.  Aq.  Cinnam.  ten.  3x. 

Pulv.  Diaphor.  Doveri,,  3 ft* 

Syr.  Balf.  3i.  fiat  hauftus  fumendus  omni  node. 

fC  Si  alvus  quotidie  non  defcenderit,  mane  capiat  hauftum  fequentem  pro* 
re  nata ; 

u R.  Aq.  Menth.  Pip.  Simp. 

Tind.  Seme,  a 3 vi. 

Eledt.  e Scammon.  3 ft*  vel  3i.  mifce. 

t(  R,.  Aq.  Puleg.  Simp.  § v. 

Ltd.  Ammon. 

Glei  Amygd.  Dulc.  a 3ift* 

Oxym.  Scillit.  §fs. 

Gum.  Arabic. 

Elixir  Paregor.  a 3ifs.  mifce,  capiat  cochlearia  duo  urgente  dyfpnceat. 

u %th  No’v.  i7'8o.  J.  F.” 
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This  cafe,  as  was  reafonable  to  expert,  proved  rebellious  to  every  endeavour. 
But  I cannot  difmifs  this  Paper,  without  paying  a tribute  of  refpedt  to  the 
memory  of  Dr.  Pemberton,  whom  I knew  early  in  my  life  ; if  any  tribute  can 
be  more  refpedtful  than  faying,  he  was  the  friend  of  Dr.  Fothergill.  He  refided 
at  Warrington,  in  Lancafhire,  where  he  acquired  extenhve  medical  reputation: 
he  poffeffed  a franknefs  in  his  behaviour,  and  a tendernefs  towards  the  fick, 
that  gained  him  the  love,  as  his  fkill  did  the  efteem,  of  his  patients.  Dr.  Fo- 
thergill, and  his  relations,  particularly,  who  refided  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Warrington,  lived  in  habits  of  friendffiip  and  intimacy  with  this  worthy 
phyfician  ; and  thofe  of  them  who  furvived  him  mull  deeply  regret  the  lofs 
of  fo  valuable  a friend  and  medical  companion. 


MANY  years  before  I enjoyed  Dr.  Falconer’s  perfonal  acquaintance,  I had 
the  pleafure  of  his  correfpondence,  which  I commenced  at  the  exprefs  defire  of 
Dr.  Fothergill,  who  then  informed  me  of  the  fatisfadtion  it  had  afforded  him. 
Had  the  Public  not  known  this,  the  reputation  of  a writer,  that  will  furvive 
ages  to  come,  Hands  in  no  need  of  contemporary  eulogy. 

I am  forry  that  Dr.  Falconer  had  not  preferved  the  cafes,  to  which  the  fol- 
lowing communications  refer  ; but  every  monumental  fragment  of  a great  artift 
will  acquire  admirers. 

The  following  Extradt  of  a Letter  to  Dr.  Falconer  will  afford  an  infcance  of 
Dr.  Fothergill’s  precifion  and  quick  difcernment,  to  fuch  as  confider  his  own 
apology : tc  I am  confcious  of  great  merit,”  he  familiarly  obferves,  tc  in  writing 
this  long  letter,  however  jejune  : I have  not  flept  thefe  twenty  hours,  and 
have  been  in  adtion  moft  of  the  time.” 

tc  I have  perufed,  with  attention  and  pleafure,  thy  attempt  to  folve  the 
difficulties  in  Dr.  Heberden’s  and  Dr.  Percival’s  experiments,  refpedting  the 
proportion  of  rain  in  different  heights  from  the  earth. 

<c  But,  to  be  more  certain  of  the  data,  it  would  be  right  to  fix  the  meafure  to 
the  top  of  a high  pole,  inftead  of  a building ; or  at  lead  to  fufpend  it  at  fuch  a 
diftance  from  any  building,  as  to  render  any  reverberation  ineffectual. 

fc  Suppofe  we  add  the  chemical  and  electrical  dodtrines,  fome  fentiments 
deducible  from  the  afcent  of  vapours,  and  the  defcent  of  bodies.  Vapours 
are  perpetually  afcending  from  the  furface  of  the  ground : the  nearer  they  are 
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to  the  furface,  the  more  denfej  the  higher,  the  more  rare.  Thus,  by  a che- 
mical decompofition  of  air,  it  affords  the  more  water,  the  nearer  it  approaches 
to  the  furface.  The  increafing  velocity  of  falling  bodies,  I think,  is  the  prin- 
cipal caufe  of  this  difference]  though  it  receives  addition  from  all  the  other 
caufes.  The  guttula  of  rain,  that  is  fcarcely  perceptible  at  400  yards  from 
the  furface,  by  attracting  the  moidure  of  the  atmofphere  through  which  it  falls, 
and  which  atmofphere  is  the  wetted;  near  the  ground,  grows  larger  at  300,  drill 
larger  at  2CO,  and  much  more  fo  at  100. 

<c  Thus  not  only  velocity,  but  magnitude,  are  increafed.  For,  as  the  defcent 
of  the  fmalled  drop  of  moiflure  podible  to  be  conceived,  brings  in  contact  a 
frefh  furface  of  frefh  moid  air,  from  whence  it  borrows  fomething ] fo  every 
the  fmalled  addition  not  only  accelerates  its  motion  downwards,  but  enables  it 
to  lick  up  frefh  moidure  in  every  inch  of  its  defcent.” 

Some  time  after  the  powder  of  the  male  fern  was  recommended  as  a fpecific 
againd  the  Taenia,  or  Tape-worm,  I afked  the  opinion  of  Dr.  Fothergill  on 
the  fpbjedtj  who  informed  me,  that  he  confidered  tin  filings  as  a much  more 
efficacious  remedy  : and,  in  a letter  to  Dr.  Falconer,  he  obferves,  “ I have  put 
down,  in  the  prefcription,  Limatura  Stanni  pleafe  to  direct  that  it  be  the  filings, 
not  the  powder.  I have  two  reafons  for  it : — In  the  fird  place,  I think  tin 
dedroys  worms  mechanically  j that  is,  by  the  points  of  the  filings  gradually 
didodging  the  heads  of  the  Taenia,  or  other  worms,  from  their  neds.  The 
powder  is  robbed  of  this  property  entirely. 

<c  In  the  next  place,  it  is  not  improbable,  at  lead  impoffible,  but  the  zinc 
contained  in  the  tin,  or  annexed  to  it,  may  be  a powerful  anthelmintic]  and  this 
mud  inevitably  be  dedroyed,  by  the  repeated  fudons  of  the  metal,  in  reducing 
it  to  powder.  A perfon  of  my  acquaintance,  to  whom  I had  prefcribed  with 
fuccefs  the  dlings  of  tin,  difcharged  a Tsnia  fourteen  feet  in  length.  He 
wafhed  it  clean,  and  put  it  into  a bottle  of  fpirits  of  wine,  lowered  to  proof. 
The  fpirits  acquired  prefently  a mod  beautiful  amethyd  colour  j I think  not 
merely  from  the  fanguineous  juices  of  the  animal,  but  from  the  effects  of  zinc.— 
This,  however,  is  matter  of  conjecture  j the  former  is  a fact.” 


THE  ingenious  Dr.  Dobfon,  of  Bath,  is  only  known  to  me,  as  he  is  known 
in  the  republic  of  letters  ] and  this  is  fuch  as  will  gain  the  following  obliging 
communications  the  regard  of  the  Public]  and  they  command,  as  theyjudly 
merit,  the  thanks  of  the  Editor. 
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To  Dr.  L E T T S O M. 

tc  Dear  Sir, 

tc  MANY  of  the  letters  which  I received  from  Dodtor  Fothergill,  have 
been  miflaid,  and  I fear  are  loft.  I recoiled!  this  with  greater  regret,  as  the 
correfpondence  of  our  intelligent  friend  always  conveyed  fome  ufeful  infor- 
mation. From  the  few  letters  which  remain,  I have  felected  the  following 
practical  obfervations.” 


§ i.  On  the  flatulent  Jffe Elions  of  the  Duodenum. 

In  a letter  which  I received  from  Dr.  Fothergill,  in  the  year  1768,  he  fays, 

<c  I think  Hoffman’s  treatife  De  Morbis  Duodeni  one  of  his  beft  performances  : 
at  leaft  I have  profited  more  by  it,  than  by  any  of  his  other  writings.  Pain- 
ful affedtions  about  the  ftomach,  proceed  more  frequently  from  a diftention 
of  this  gut,  than  from  either  the  ftomach  or  the  liver.  If  one  confiders  the 
curve  it  takes  behind  the  liver,  and  the  many  important  adts  neceffary  to 
perfedt  Chylopoiefls , which  muft  be  performed  in  this  region,  we  may  eafily 
conclude  it  to  be  the  ftage  of  many  excruciating  tranfadlions.  All  the  parts 
connected  with  it  are  extremely  irritable,  and  liable  to  fpafmodic  conftridtions ; 
every  irritating  caufe,  to  which  the  habit  is  incident,  being  here  united  : acrid 
bile,  undigefted  aliments,  and  the  refult  of  thefe  combinations. 

“ In  all  cafes,  a true  knowledge  of  the  parffaffedled  is  of  the  utmoft  con- 
fequence  to  a cure  ; and  yet  it  is  not  always  eafy  to  diftinguifh  between  the 
affections  of  the  Duodenum , the  affedtions  of  the  liver,  or  the  fymptoms  which 
accompany  biliary  concretions.  In  fuch  fituations,  and  where  the  fymptoms 
are  rather  equivocal,  I always  think  it  right  to  purfue  the  general  and  evident 
indications,  to  promote  the  proper  fecretions,  to  give  firmnefs  to  the  folids, 
and  by  their  affiftance  produce  good  blood  and  good  juices.” 


§ 2.  On  the  Ufes  of  the  Vapour  arifing  from  the  Salt-Dans , in  Pulmonary  Con- 

fumptions. 

About  ten  years  ago,  I communicated  to  Dr.  Fothergill  fome  experiments 
and  obfervations  on  Sea  Air ; and,  among  other  conclufions,  mentioned  the 
benefit  that  confumptive  patients  might  derive  from  breathing  an  air,  which 
has  the  peculiar  advantage  of  being  of  an  equal  temperature ; and  is  likewife 
impregnated  with  a mild,  refolving,  and  antifeptic  vapour,  conftantly  exhaling 

from 
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from  the  furface  of  the  ocean.  Such  a fituation  muft  have  its  ufes,  both  in  the 
early  ftages  of  Tubercle,  and  the  more  advanced  ones  of  Abfcefs,  Rupture,  and 
Ulceration. 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  one  of  the  Do&or’s  letters,  which  I received 
foon  after  this. 

tc  I was  in  hopes,  when  I got  down  into  the  country,  to  have  thrown  together 
fome  more  remarks  on  confumptive  cafes,  the  ufe  of  the  bark,  elixir  of  vitriol, 
Briftol  water,  and  fome  other  ufual  medicines  in  this  difeafe ; but  I am  fairly 
diltanced.  Whilft  we  are  on  this  fubjedt,  however,  permit  me  to  mention  an 
application  that  I think  may  be  made  extremely  ferviceable  in  this  dire  diftem- 
per  ; especially  when  it  attacks  people  near  the  middle  of  life,  or  later,  from  ill- 
cured  pleurifies,  catarrhs,  and  the  like  caufes. 

“ Let  the  patients  go  every  morning  to  the  Wich-houfes,  where  they  are 
boiling  brine  into  fait ; let  them  advance  gradually  to  the  pan-fide,  not  in  the 
-hotteft  place ; and  let  them  ftay  there  about  a quarter  of  an  hour,  more  or 
lefs,  as  they  can  bear  it : let  them  gradually  approach  the  door,  to  grow  cooler; 
then  have  an  additional  garment  to  put  on ; clap  a handkerchief  to  their  mouths, 
to  keep  the  atmofphere  from  feeling  too  cold  ; and  after  they  are  got  home,  if 
their  cloaths  are  damp,  either  from  too  free  perfpiration  in  the  falt-fteam,  which 
I could  wifh  might  be  avoided,  or  from  the  fteam  itfelf,  let  them  change  their 
cloaths  prudently. 

fC  By  this  means,  a penetrating  antifeptic  vapour  is  moll  probably  conveyed, 
-with  eafe  and  certainty,  to  the  parts  affedted  ; capable  of  refolving  recent 
obftrudlions,  and  refraining  a tendency  to  putrefadtion. 

<c  Young  perfons  may  try  it  with  fafety ; and  I perfuade  myfelf  that  a few 
experiments  will  enable  one  to  direct  the  ufe  of  this  not  inefficacious  medicine 
with  propriety.  I have  ordered  it  to  fome  perfons  here,  fince  I came  down  : 
we  have  good  conveniencies  about  us ; and  I have  met  with  no  inftances  that 
difcourage  me  from  perfevering. 

The  above  practice  may  have  its  ufes  ; but  will  be  found  to  be  different, 
an  its  effedts,  from  the  conftant,  equable,  and  temperate  adtion  of  a fea 
atmofphere. 

§3.  On  the  Diabetes. 

Dr.  Fothergill  defired  that  the  experiments  and  obfervations  I had  made 
on  the  urine  of  diabetic  patients,  might  be  inferted  in  the  Medical  Inquiries*; 
and,  in  his  letter,  makes  fome  ffiort  practical  remarks  on  the  difeafe. 

* Vol.  v.  p.  298. 
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(C  I have  always  fufpe&ed  the  Diabetes  to  arife  from  impaired  digeftion, 
either  from  mere  debility,  or  from  a defeCt  of  bile.  The  obftinate  coftivenefs 
frequently  attending  this  complaint,  feemed  to  argue  this  defedt ; in  part,  no 
doubt,  the  quantity  of  moifture  running  off  perpetually  by  the  kidnies,  would 
leave  the  inteftinal  canal  much  drier.  To  ftrengthen  the  organs  of  digeftion, 
the  fecretory  organs  likewife,  to  forward  the  difcharge  of  bile  into  the  inteftines, 
and  to  promote  perfpiration,  were  generally  my  objedls.  Some  gentle  effectual 
laxative,  fome  tonic  but  not  heating  medicines,  were  what  I chiefly  depended 
on  ; together  with  the  ufe  of  either  Briftol  or  Buxton  waters,  or  lime-water, 
with  a little  milk,  and  lowered  with  common  water,  fo  as  to  drink  it  freely  for 
common  drink.  There  is  fome  kind  of  flight  and  almoft  unheeded  calcareous 
ftypticity  both  in  the  Briftol  and  Buxton  waters,  which  is  carried  into  the 
remoteft  receffes.  Bark  and  elixir  of  vitriol  are  valuable  medicines,  if  they 
prove  not  too  aftringent.  It  is  neceffary  to  regard  the  condition  of  the  hepatic 
fecretion.  I fufpedt  the  Diabetes  often  originates  from  this  vifcus.  Perhaps 
an  infpiffated  bile,  neither  flowing  into  the  inteftines,  nor  yet  abforbed,  as  in  the 
jaundice,  may  be  at  leaft  one  caufe  of  the  moft  quick  and  pernicious  kinds  of  this 
difeafe.” 

§ 4.  On  Bleeding , in  Paralytic  and  Apoplefiic  Cafes. 

In  one  of  my  letters  to  Dr.  Fothergill,  I put  the  following  query : What 
are  the  circumftances  which  fhould  determine  us  to  bleed,  or  not  to  bleed, 
when  called  immediately  or  foon  after  a paralytic  or  apoplectic  attack  ? 

In  this  cafe,  the  Doctor  very  judicioufly  fays,  tc  Weigh  'well,  whether  the 
strong,  flow,  bounding  pulfe,  is  the  effect  of  vital  vigour,  renewing  efforts  for 
recovery ; or  it  is  the  remains  of  that  plenitude,  which  brought  on  the  ftroke. — 
This  muft  determine  us. — I believe  it  happens  much  more  frequently,  both  in 
apoplexies  and  palfies,  that  the  former  is  the  cafe  : and  then,  fo  fure  as  we  bleed, 
we  increafe  the  difeafe  : we  rob  nature  of  that  vigour,  which  was  employed 
in  reftoring  the  circulation,  and  all  the  offices  depending  upon  it.  Many, 
many  fatal  miftakes  have  I feen  in  this  very  point.  If  bleeding  fhould  not 
be  proper,  it  is  mifehievous.  If  it  fhould  be  warranted,  yet  neglefted,  provided 
other  evacuations,  which  are  almoft  always  indicated,  are  clearly  followed,  no 
great  harm  can  enlue.” 

The  laft  letter  which  I received  from  our  very  excellent  and  much  lamented 
friend,  appears  to  have  been  almoft  prophetic  of  his  approaching  diffolution. — - 
iC  I am  juft  advancing  to  a period,  when  my  attachment  to  this  life  ought  to 
grow  lefs  ftrong.  I am  folicitous,  therefore,  to  get  my  debts,  of  various  kinds, 
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difcharged,  that  I may  ftand  ready,  as  I may  be  aftifted,  to  attend  a call  which 
muft  be  obeyed.” — A few  months  after  this,  the  fatal  relapfe  put  a period 
to  his  moil  amiable  and  valuable  life. 

I cannot  conclude  my  letter  without  obferving,  that  Dr.  Fothergill  was,  in 
the  line  of  his  profeflion,  very  judicious,  very  adtive,  and  very  humane.  He 
had  a quick  difcernment,  both  in  diftinguifhing  difeafes,  and  in  adapting  the 
means  of  cure;  fo  much  fo,  indeed,  that  he  has  fometimes  been  thought  to 
have  trifled  with  the  patient,  till  the  event  has  made  it  evident,  that  his  pradtical 
conclufions  were  as  found  as  they  were  expeditious ; and  that  the  patient  has 
recovered,  by  the  ufe  of  fome  eafy  and  fimple  means,  after  more  complex  and 
apparently  more  powerful  remedies  had  been  adminiftered  without  effedt.. 

I remain 

Dr.  Lettfom’s  mod  obedient  fervant, 

Bath , Matth.  Dobson^ 

Augufi  1 6,  178 1 0- 


MY  amiable  and  valuable  friend,  Dr.  Anthony  Fothergill,  has  kindly  ad- 
dreffed  to  me  the  following  letter;  which  contains  fufficient  information  tOs 
intereft  the  attention,  and  acquire  the  approbation,  of  the  Public, 

To  Dr.  L E T T S O M. 

Dear  Sir, 

PURSUANT  to- your  requeft,  concerning  the  correfpondence  with  my 
late  excellent  friend  Dr.  John  Fothergill,  I have  revifed  his  letters,  from  the 
year  1764  to  the  time  of  his  late  fatal  illnefs,  including  a period  of  about 
fixteen  years.  Though  there  were  f ew  fentiments,  which  dropt  from  his  pen;, 
that  would  not  do  credit  to  their  author  in  print,  yet  I muft  beg  leave  to  pad 
over  in  filence  the  major  part  of  his  letters,  which*  being  of  the  confidential 
kind,  were  written  in  hafte,  on  particular  occafions,  and  defigned^  for  the  eye  of 
friendlhip  only.  During  the  above  fpace  that  I was  favoured  with  his  in- 
ftrudlive  communications,  I generally  obferved,  that  he  exprefied  himfelf  with 
a degree  of  terfenefs  peculiar  to  himfelf ; fo  that  I have  frequently  been  at  a 
lofs  which  to  admire  moft,  the  concifenefs  and  perfpicuity  of  his  ftyle,  or 
the  juftnefs  and  energy  of  his  fentiments, 
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The  converfation  and  correfpondence  of  a perfon  poffeffed  of  fuch  talents, 
loined  to  an  infinite  fund  of  knowledge,  acquired  by  experience  and  a 
thorough  acquaintance  with  mankind,  could  not  but  be  highly  interefting  to 
one  whofe  curiofity  was  awake,  and  whofe  avidity  for  treafuring  up  ufeful 
fa£ts  was  boundlefs.  It  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  then,  if  I availed  myfelf  of 
the  opportunities  which  he  fo  kindly  afforded  me,  of  imbibing  inftru&ion  from 
fo  copious  a fource,  and  of  learning  the  relult  of  his  obfervation  and  experience 
in  a variety  of  the  molt  obfcure  and  difficult  cafes. 

As  the  prefent  volume,  I prefume,  is  not  intended  to  be  confined  to  medical 
communications  alone,  but  alfo  to  convey  fuch  information  as  may  beft  tend  to 
the  illuftration  of  his  life  and  writings,  and  to  fele£t  fuch  traits  from  his  familiar 
correfpondence  as  may  throw  moft  light  on  his  general  character,  I ffiall  fubmit 
the  following  mifcellaneous  extracts  to  your  confideration.  Though  medical 
obfervations,  fimilar  to  fome  of  thofe  which  follow,  may  have  already  appeared 
in  other  parts  of  his  writings,  yet  it  may  not  be  unpleafing  to  the  reader,  to  fee 
them  here  farther  illuftrated,  or  confirmed  by  collateral  circumftances.  But, 
before  I enter  on  thefe,  I muff  beg  leave  briefly  to  mention  one  inftance,  out  of 
many  that  might  be  produced,  of 

His  unaffected  Piety  and  Benevolence. 

He  was  evidently  of  a ferious  and  religious  turn  of  mind  ; and,  though 
free  from  any  tinfture  of  bigotry  or  fuperftition,  he  was  not  afhamed,  like  the 
minute  philofophers  of  the  prefent  age,  to  acknowledge  his  firm  belief  in  a 
Supreme  Being : and,  as  he  felt  himfelf  under  the  conftant  influence  of  that 
important  truth,  he  endeavoured  ftrongly  to  imprefs  a juft  fenfe  of  it  upon 
others.  In  the  year  1764,  on  my  firft  entrance  into  practice  at  Northampton, 
under  the  fancftion  of  his  patronage  and  recommendation,  I met  with  more 
difficulties,  and  had  greater  oppofition  to  encounter,  than  we  had  been  taught 
to  expeift.  In  his  anfwer  to  my  reprefentation  of  the  ftate  of  affairs,  he  concludes 
with  the  following  truly  pious  and  paternal  admonitions : 

“ Depend  more  on  propriety  of  conduct  than  any  recommendations,  though 
thefe  ought  not  to  be  negle&ed.  Have  patience,  be  firm  ; and  I hope  every- 
thing will  in  time  fucceed.  There  is  a fecret  fuperintending  Providence  that 
direfts  ev^ery  thing  for  the  beft.  All  that  we  have  to  do,  is  to  a<5t  uprightly, 
and  to  the  beft  of  our  fkill,  in  every  thing  that  offers.  It  is  no  fmall  fatis- 
faftion  to  me  to  hear,  that  thofe,  who  are  beft  able  to  judge,  fpeak  of  thee  very 
favourably : and  this  is  to  me  a mark  of  thy  future  fuccefs.  I am  thy  allured 
friend,”  &rc.* 


# December  4,  1764. 
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In  a fubfequent  letter,  he  purfues  the  fame  kind  and  affe&ionate  exhortation : 

“ I perfuade  myfelf  that  by  this  time  thy  profpedts  begin  to  brighten  up. 
Forget  not,  however,  that  it  is  on  Providence  we  muff  depend  for  a bleffing 
on  our  diligent,  upright  endeavours.  Difficulties  are  of  ufe  to  the  prudent:. 
I cannot,  however,  but  wiffi  thee  as  much  fuccefs  as  may  be  mod  conducive 
•to  thy  happinefs ; and  am  ever  thy  allured  friend,”  &c.* 

Permit  me  here  to  add,  that  the  event  proved  conformable  to  his  good  willies  > 
and  I think  we  may  venture  to  conclude,  that,  in  all  important  undertakings, 
it  will  ever  be  our  duty,  as  well  as  our  intereft,  duly  to  obferve  fuch  excellent 
admonitions,  though  they  Ihould  not  always  be  immediately  crowned  with  the 
defired  fuccefs. 

I ffiall  now  proceed  to  feledb  fome  medical  obfervations  from  his  letters ; 
and  particularly  from  a few  of  the  cafes  in  which  we  were  jointly  concerned : to.' 
the  refult  of  which  I paid  no  fmall  degree  of  attention. 

His  Opinion  of  the  Hemlock. 

In  two'  cafes  of  carcinomatous  affeftions  of  the  Uterus,  attended  with  very 
diftrefsful  circumftances,  he  fays,  cc  I know  not  that  any  thing  better,  can  be 
done  for  our  patients,  than  to  perfevere  in  the  ufe  of  Hemlock,  till  it  either 
feems  to  produce  no  effect,  or  difagreeable  ones.  Perhaps  this  drug  is  indebted 
to  Dr.  Rutty  and  myfelf,  for  its  continuing  a little  longer  in  ufe  than  it  would 
have  done  without  us.  It  will  not  do  half  of  what  Dr.  Storck  fays  j but  I 
am  fure  it  is  an  ufeful  medicine  in  many  diforders  fimilar  to  thofe  before  usf.” 
Accordingly  I had  the  fatisfadtion  to  find,  that  the  pain  and  inquietude  were 
confiderably  alleviated ; and,  though  the  relief  was  only  temporary  in  the 
above  cancerous  cafes,  it  produced  a permanent  cure  in  an  obftinate  painful 
affedtion  of  the  face  and  gums,  accompanied  with  a high  degree  of  irritability, 
in  three  female  patients,,  who  tried  a variety  of  other  medicines  in  vain.  There- 
fore this  remedy,  though  unequal  to  the  cure  of  cancers,  for  which  it  was  per- 
haps too  haftily  extolled  by  Dr.  Storck;  yet  thefe,  and  a variety  of  other  authentic 
fads,  clearly  prove  that  it  is  poffeffed  of  anodyne  and  fedatiye  powers,  which 
jufily  entitle  it  to  our.  further  candid  inveftigation. 


Of  the  Emetic  Tartar  in  the  Tuffs  Convuljivct. 

« I have,”  fays  he,  “ long  made  ufe  of  this,  remedy  for  the  Hooping  Coughs 
with  much  benefit  to  my  patients;  and  think,  if  it  is  judicioufly  managed,  it  will  I 


• December  24th,  1764; 


f June  14th,  1767. 


" generally  * 


CORRESPONDENCE . 565 

generally  prove  as  fuccefsful  in  the  cure  of  this  difeafe,  as  the  bark  in  intermit- 
tents,  if  the  fubjed  is  not  too  far  gone  before  it  is  adminiftered  * * * §. 

I would  rather  wifh  to  be  able  to  cure  a trivial  difeafe  with  certainty,  than 
to  be  the  author  of  the  moft  fpecious  fyftem  in  the  world.  The  cito,  tuto}  et 
jucunde , fhould  always  be  the  phyfician’s  motto  and  his  aimf.” 

His  Zeal  for  the  Public  Good , and  the  Improvement  of  the  Healing Art .. 

Having  been  difappointed  by  the  Bark,  in  fome  inftances  of  the  Angina. 
Scarlatina , which  prevailed  in  the  year  1770,.  he  fays,  “ I fhall  be  pleafed 
with  feeing  thy  obfervations  on  the  putrid  fore  throat,  which  hill  continues 
to  fpread  in  many  places.  By  the  obfervations  of  numbers,  the  difeafe  will  be 
better  known,  and  treated  with  better  fuccefs.  We  are  preparing  another 
volume  of  Medical  Obfervations  and  Inquiries  for  the  prefs.  As  I was  the  firft 
who  planned  this  -work,  and  fupported  the  firft  fecretary  at  my  own  expence, 
till  our  publications  would  anfwer  it,  I may  now  claim  more  merit  than  I 
ever  expeded,  not  only  in  having  been  the  occafion  of  prefenting  the  world 
with  a number  of  very  ufeful  obfervations  in  our  colledion,  but  in  having 
proved  the  inftrument  of  exciting  the  college  to  an  honourable  emulation  £. — I 
fhould  be  glad  to  fee  another  volume  publifhed,  before  I lay  afide  the  cseflus, 

I did  nothing  laft  fummer  ; if  I am  well  the  next,  I hope  to  contribute  fome 
little  towards  it.  One  man  cannot  do  a great  deal,  be  his  pradice  ever  fa 
extenfive.  Of  the  difeafes  that  daily  occur,  how  few  are  there  which  furnifh 
matter  of  real  folid  inftrudion  ? I am  fure  I wifh  to  let  nothing  efcape  me, 
that  can  contribute  to  the  ufefulnefs,  fimplicity,  and  certainty  of  medicine  §.” 

During  his  fhort  ftay  at  Buxton,  1779,  he  propofed  many  important  im- 
provements at  that  place,  which  now  prove  highly  advantageous  to  thofe  who- 
frequent  that  falutary  fpring.  “ Among  the  neceftary  improvements,”  fays  he, 
**  from  which  I hope  the  Public  will  be  great  gainers,  we  have  recommended 
fome  private  baths,  as  well  as  the  public  ones  ; and  alfo  to  have  a few  capable 
of  being  warmed  to  any  degree  required..  In  this  manner  they  cannot  fail  of 
being  extremely  ufeful  in  many  dileafes,.  At  prefent,  thofe  who  go  thither 
follow  no  certain  plan  of  operations,  and  return  often  with  difguft||.” — I; 
ought  before  to  have  mentioned,  that  about  the  year  1770  he  was  extremely 

* June  14th,  1767. 

t For  further  particulars  concerning  its  ufe,  fee  London  Medical  Inquiries,  yol.  iii.  and  the. 
prefent  colleftion  of  Dr.  Fothergiil’s  Works. 

X September  30 ■,  177c. 

§ March  gth,  1779. 

November  n,u779. 
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defirous  of  having  the  Bills  of  Mortality  revifed,  and  put  upon  a much  better 
footing  throughout  the  kingdom.  cc  Would  it  not  be  practicable,”  fays  he, 
<c  to  prevail  upon  the  principal  inhabitants  of  Northampton  to  attempt  it?” 
To  fecond  his  defign,  and  to  itimulate  the  people  to  fo  defirable  an  improve- 
ment, an  addrefs  foon  appeared  in  the  Northampton  Mercury,  of  which  he  was 
pleafed  to  teftify  his  approbation ; concluding,  “ that  by  thus  ftrenuoufly  pur- 
fuing  the  objeCt,  we  may  in  time  be  enabled  to  accomplifh  that,  which  a proper 
ad  of  parliament  would  have  eftablifhed  in  an  inftant*.”  But  I am  forry  to 
add,  that  although  the  generality  of  the  people  feemed  inclinable  to  adopt  the 
plan,  and  two  capital  towns  had  already  begun  to  carry  it  into  execution,  and 
have  fince  fully  evinced  its  utility  f,  yet  the  reft  have  not  deigned  to  follow  fo 
laudable  an  example. 


His  JucceJsful  'Treatment  of  certain  Epileptic  Cafes. 

In  confutation  on  an  obftinate  epileptic  cafe,  in  a young  man  who  had 
Indulged  in  free  living,  whofe  difeafe  had  baffled  a variety  of  medicines,  he 
fuggefted  frequent  evacuations,  and  an  entire  vegetable  diet.  This  method  was 
foon  followed  by  the  defired  fuccefs  ; and,  after  a very  fatisfaClory  trial  had 
been  made,  I informed  him  of  the  refult.  To  which  he  replied,  (C  I have  re- 
lieved many  by  a plan  of  this  kind  ; viz.  by  interdicting  animal  food,  by  en- 
joining a fpare  vegetable  diet,  and  interpofing  frequent  gentle  purgatives  : and 
I wiffl  that  this  plan  may  be  tried  in  epileptic  cafes,  which  come  under  thy 
care  at  the  Northampton  hofpital,  as  the  refult  would,  I think,  afford  ufeful 
information  in  our  Medical  Obfervations  J.”  Here  I think  it  neceffary  to 
remark,  that  notwithftanding  all  poffible  attention  was  paid  to  my  worthy 
friend’s  requeft,  the  relief  which  refulted  from  this  plan,  though  confiderable, 
was  chiefly  confined  to  plethoric  young  men,  from  whofe  afpedt  and  courfe  of 
living  there  was  reafon  to  fufpedt  a degree  of  turgefcency,  or  congeftion,  in 
the  veftels  of  the  brain.  Neither  muft  it  be  concealed,  that  the  flattering 
fuccefs  in  the  above,  as  well  as  other  fimilar  cafes  in  which  it  was  tried,  was 
generally  defeated,  whenever  the  patients  committed  any  confiderable  excefs  in 
diet,  or  in  the  ufe  of  fpirituous  or  fermented  liquors  : upon  which  I found  it' 
afterwards  neceffary  to  enjoin  abftinence  from  .thefe,  as  well  as  from  animal 
food,  and  to  interpofe  arteriotomy  as  well  as  purgatives,  before  the  cure  could 
be  completed  : and  it  muft  be  further  acknowledged,  that,  notwithftanding 
every  precaution  of  this  nature,  the  difeafe  would  fometimes  recur,  after  very 
long  intervals,  even  when  no  irregularity,  nor  any  obvious  exciting  caufe,  could 

* December  10th,  1770.  -j-  jyTanehefter  and  Cheiler.  J November  4,  1774. 
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be  reafonably  fufpe<ded.  But  every  method  of  prolonging  the  interval,  though 
we  fhould  not  be  always  able  totally  to  prevent  the  return  of  the  paroxyfm, 
certainly  merits  our  attention.  With  this  view,  he  alfo  generally  recommended 
an  eledtuary,  the  bafis  of  which  confifted  of  tin  filings,  walhed  down  with  a 
flrong  decodtion  of  mifietoe.  The  filings  appeared  to  anfwer  much  better  than 
when  tin  was  given  in  the  granulated  date  ; though  it  might  be  difficult  to  give 
a fatisfadlory  explanation  of  their  mode  of  operation.  Tin  is  allowed  to  contain 
a flight  arfenical  impregnation  ; and  as  arfenic  has  been  lately  difcovered  to 
have  confiderable  efficacy  in  obviating  the  paroxyfm  of  intermittents,  when  given 
in  very  minute  dofes ; and  as  filings  of  tin  feemed  to  prove  equally  fuccefsful 
in  the  epilepfy,  whether  they  were  accompanied  by  the  mifietoe  or  not ; may 
not  the  virtue  of  this  femi-metal  be,  in  fome  meafure,  attributed  to  a fmall 
portion  of  arfenic  which  adheres  to  it  in  this  date,  but  is  diffipated  in  the 
procefs  of  granulation •?. 

On  a Cafe  of  hereditary  Gout , co triplicated  with  peripneurnonic  Symptoms  :—and} 
whether  Bath  Water  be  advifeable  under  fuch  Circumflances . 

A gentleman  of  family  and  didindtion,  aged  about  forty,  of  a highly  florid 
complexion,  being  of  a very  lively  and  convivial  difpofition,  and  too.  remifs 
in  taking  proper  exercife,  was  often  affiidted  with  fevere  paroxyfms  of  the  gout  ; 
a difeafe  which  he  originally  derived  from  his  ancedors.  During  an  interval  of 
the  gout,  which  had  long  been  anomalous,  he  was  fuddenly  attacked  by  a fevere 
cough,  and  other  peripneurnonic  fymptoms  ; which,  however,  feemed  to  me  to 
proceed  from  a latent  arthritic  caufe.  In  this  point  of  view,  the  Bath  water 
appeared  to  be  a neceflary  auxiliary ; efpecially  as  the  pulfe  and  vital  motions 
were  not  fo  much  accelerated,  as  in  the  genuine  peripneumony.-  But  a doubs 
arole,  how  far  he  could,  under  fuch  a feeming  contra-indication,  with  propriety 
avail  himfelf  of  its  ufe.  During  this  dilemma,  having  prevailed  on  him  to  allows 
me  to  date  his  cafe  to  my  learned  friend,  I was  foon  favoured. with  the  following 
very  fatisfadtory  anfwer : 


“ Dear  Doctor, 

<c  I have  confidered  our  patient’s  cafe  with  much  attention  : and  if  my 
opinion  correfponds  with  thy  own,  be  fo  kind  as  to  impart  my  free  fcntiments 
on  this  occafion.  I think  the  water  may  be  of  very  confiderable  ufe ; and 
therefore  wifh  him  to  repair  to  Bath.  There  are  two  fituations  of  gouty  people,, 
in  which,  I.  think,  the  Bath  waters  are  very  ufeful : the  one-  is,  when  the  gout 

eitherr 
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either  does  not  attack  the  parts  it  ought  to  do,  the  extremities  ; the  other,  when 
the  ftrength  has  been  fo  much  wafted  by  the  difeafe,  as  to  leave  all  the  fundtions 
debilitated.  The  firft,  I apprehend,  is  our  friend’s  cafe  ; and  yet,  as  the  lungs 
have  differed  fo  much,  and  the  Bath  water,  unlefs  it  is  drank  with  great  pru- 
dence, may  tend  to  injure  them  more,  we  cannot  enjoin  too  ftridt  a regard  to 
its  ufe,  and  his  general  regimen ; the  negledt  of  which  will  inevitably  increafe 
the  peripneumonic  tendency,  and  bring  on  mifchiefs  that  no  art  can  remedy. 

<(  To  a man  of  quick  fenfations,  to  acquire  an  abfolute  command  over  ap- 
petite, requires  more  philofophy,  more  ftrength  of  mind,  than  moft  people 
are  aware  of.  Yet  it  is  the  want  of  this  command,  and  too  eafily  yielding  to 
the  prefent  moment  of  appetite,  that  not  only  dilpofes  conftitutions  that  are  even 
averfe  to  gout,  to  feel  all  its  miferies ; but  precipitates  thofe  who  are  entitled 
to  it  by  birth,  and,  I may  fay,  education,  to  the  full  feverity  of  its  torture. — 
If  our  friend  can  refolve  to  reftrain  himfelf,  he  may  add  to  his  days  many  years  ; 
if  not,  the  whole  that  art  can  do,  is  to  extricate  him  from  the  effedts  of  inat- 
tention, as  long  as  nature  affifts  us.  It  is  much  to  be  wifhed,  that  gouty  perfons 
could  be  prevailed  on  to  fall  on  fome  plan  to  corredt  this  propenfity,  and 
that  they  would  never  dine  upon  more  than  one  difh  at  a time  ; and,  if  there  is 
much  variety  on  the  table,  to  chufe  that  which  they  like  the  leaft.  Therefore 
fay  to  our  friend,  If  he  regards  his  own  life,  the  happinefs  of  his  family,  his 
friends,  and  his  country,  he  muft  either  now  determine  to  conform  to  the 
ftridleft  regimen,  agreeable  to  the  rules  here  fuggefted,  or  prepare  himfelf  for 
the  miferable  life  of  an  invalid — either  extreme  pain,  or  unutterable  dejection  of 
fpirits;  according  to  what  I have  obferved  in  a thoufand  fimilar  inftances. 

<c  In  my  opinion,  it  will  be  right  for  him  to  begin  with  one  third  part  of  a 
pint  of  the  crofs  Bath  water,  with  a few  lpoonfuls  of  milk  added,  in  bed  ; a 
lecond  draught  after  riling,  at  the  pump,  before  breakfaft ; and  a third  before 
dinner.  If  the  water  does  not  increafe  the  cough,  affedt  the  breathing,  or 
produce  fome  obvious  inconvenience,  he  may  gradually  proceed  to  increafe 
the  quantity,  and  at  length  change  the  water ; and,  if  it  agrees,  drink  the 
ftrongeft  in  the  fame  quantity,  taking  care  to  prevent  coftivenefs  by  any  gentle 
means. 

“ I am,  with  much  refpedt, 

London , <c  Thy  allured  friend,”  &c. 

Qdiober  21,  177 8. 

It  may  not  be  amifs  to  obferve,  that  about  the  time  the  above  letter  arrived, 
the  medicines  he  had  taken  feemed  to  produce  a happy  effedt  in  dillodging 
the  gout  from  the  internal  parts  : for  no  fooner  did  the  pain  feize  the  lower 
extremities,  than  the  dangerous  peripneumonic  fymptoms  abated,  and  at  length 
1 wholly 
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wholly  difappeared  ; which  of  courfe  fuperfeded  the  neceflity  of  a journey 
to  Bath. 

His  -painful  and  dangerous  Difeafe  defcribed  by  himfelf  about  the  ’Time  of  its 

Commencement . 

The  firft  attack  of  this  formidable  complaint  happened  in  November  1778* 
which  he  defcribes  as  follows  : 

<c  Dear  Doctor, 

tc  I have  juft  received  thy  very  obliging  letter ; and  though  I am  not  very  fit 
for  writing,  it  claims  my  grateful  acknowledgments. 

(C  This  day  week,  in  the  night,  I was  feized  with  a fudden  obftinate  retention 
of  urine,  which  nothing  would  relieve  but  the  catheter,  and  this  with  the  utmoft 
difficulty.  Several  trials  having  been  made,  under  inexpreffible  fufferings , before 
any  could  be  drawn  off,  we  fucceeded  at  laft  : but  as  no  urine  is  yet  difcharged 
fpontaneoufly,  I am  (till  under  the  neceflity  of  fubmitting  to  the  operation.— 
This  is  my  prefent  ftate  : — what  may  be  the  event  is  very  uncertain. — I thank 
thee  for  this  kind  proof  of  thy  attention  ; and  am  thy  affured  friend,”  &c.* 

Ilis  Patience  and  Refignation. 

In  the  next  letter  f he  proceeds  to  defcribe  the  progrefs  of  his  fufferings,  with 
exemplary  calmnefs  and  refignation  : 

“ I moft  kindly  accept  thy  benevolent  wifhes,  and  am  forry  I cannot  yet 
inform  thee  I am  in  a vifible  way  to  be  well.  The  fame  obftinate  retention  ftill 
continues  to  require  the  frequent  ufe  of  the  catheter,  and  to  be  guided  by  the 
moft  experienced  hand  in  Britain,  to  gain  admiflion  into  the  bladder;  fuch  is 
the  obftinate  ftridlure  at  its  entrance.  But  this  poflibly  may  relax  in  time;  and 
I have  the  more  reafon  to  hope  fo,  as  the  operation  becomes  lefs  and  lefs 
difficult  to  the  operator  himfelf.  At  prefent,  I take  no  other  medicine  than  a 
foft  laxative  potion  occaflonally ; obferving  to  regulate  my  diet,  in  as  exact  a 
manner  as  I can,  fo  as  neither  to  deprive  myfelf  too  much  of  natural  ftrength, 
nor  to  add  to  the  difeafe.  The  complaint  being  now  wholly  local,  our  views 
will  be  directed  to  this  point.  We  thought  it  better  to  wait  for  time  to 
difcover  what  ought  to  be  done  with  effedt,  than  too  ofiicioufly  to  be  com- 
bating a malady  fo  very  obfcure. 

1,1  November  24th,  177S.  f Id,  28th. 
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c<  Ayhen  I can  give  any  better  account  of  myfelf,  I will  do  it  with  the 
utmoft  pleafure ; as  I know  it  will  afford  thee  ample  fatisfa&ion.  Till  then, 
reft  in  hope  that  I am  not  lofing  any  ground  ; and  that,  under  all  this  affliction, 
I am  often  chearfuU  eafy,  and  at  no  time , I hope,  difcontented  with  my  lot.  I 
am,”  &c. 


Ills  Opinion  concerning  the  Nature  and  Cauje  of  the  Difeafe . 

Having  for  the  fpace  of  three  weeks  undergone  much  anxiety  on  account 
of  my  dear  friend’s  calamity,  I was  at  length  favoured  with  the  following 
letter*,  which  afforded  me  the  joyful  profpeCt  of  his  recovery.  It  contained 
moreover  a folution  of  the  chief  difficulties  of  this  very  intricate  and  diftrefsful 
cafe. 

(t  Dear  Doctor, 

tc  I am  happy  to  inform  thee,  that  I have  not  ftood  in  need  of  undergoing 
the  operation  for  thefe  fix  days  paft,  during  which  I have  been  daily  gaining 
fome  little  ground,  ft  am  almoft  afraid  of  facing  the  world  yet;  but  if  I 
continue  recovering,  I hope,  the  week  after  next  to  get  a little  abroad.  I have 
much  reafon  to  be  very  thankful  for  my  hair’s-breadth  efcape,  and  ffiall  not 
willingly  run  any  rifque  of  a relapfe.  At  prefent  my  fituation  appears  to  be 
the  following.  I know  not  that  the  circumftances  have  ever  been  defcribed, 
and  therefore  hope  to  be  excufed  for  fuggefting  my  opinion. 

“ The  predifponent  caufe  of  this  complaint,  I think,  was  the  unavoidable 
neceffity  (either  for  want  of  time,  or  convenience,  or  both)  of  retaining  my 
urine  longer  than  I ought,  aqd  to  a degree  of  great  uneafinefs.  This  rendered 
the  reftraining  mufcles  of  the  fphinCter  more  forcible,  and  more  irritable  : a 
violent  cold  brought  on  an  inflammatory  difpofition ; and  the  parts  moft  liable 
to  inflammation  became  the  feat  of  the  difeafe.  The  inflammation  was  re- 
moved by  the  ufual  means  ; but  the  bladder  had  loft  its  power,  while  the  con- 
tractors of  the  fphinCters  had  increafed  theirs;  by  which  means,  every  effort 
was  moft  painful  and  fruitlefs.  It  requires  the  united  aCtion  of  the  contraCtile 
force  of  the  bladder,  the  dilatation  of  the  fphinCter,  and  the  acceleratores 
urinae,  to  be  exerted  equally,  and  at  the  fame  inftant,  to  perform  this  operation 
fuccefsfully  : any  irregularity  in  refpeCt  to  time,  or  proportionate  force*  renders 
it  impracticable.  From  this  ftate,  which  I fed  very  fenftbly , and  which  none 
but  a medical  perfon  can  have  any  idea  of,  I am  now  recovering. — I have  no 
fixed  obftruftion,  no  perceptible  enlargement  of  the  proftate  gland,  no  inflam- 


* December  19,  1778. 


matory 


CORRESPONDENCE . 


57* 

matory  dlathefis ; the  fecretion  is  perfeCt,  but  the  coijenfus  partium  is  imperfect. 

— I find,  as  I recover  ftrength,  this  confent  is  improving;  and  I now  have  • 
reafon  to  hope  for  its  full  reftoration.  I know  not  that  this  fituation  is  any 
where  mentioned ; yet  I am  Jure , both  from  attentive  obfervation  of  my  own 
prefent  feelings , as  well  as  from  the  condition  of  the  parts , that  this  fuppofition 
cannot  be  far  from  the  truth. 

“ 1 am,  with  much  gratitude  and  efteem, 

“ Thy  obliged  friend,”  &c. 

From  this  time  he  gradually  recovered  ; and  at  length,  to  the  unfpeakable  joy 
of  his  friends,  was  enabled  again  to  purfue  the  duties  of  his  profefllon  with  his 
wonted  diligence  and  afiiduity. 

Here  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  remark,  that  in  this  firft  attack  of  the  difeafe, 
which  he  fo  pathetically  defcribes  from  his  own  feelings,  as  there  was  no  en- 
largement of  the  proftate  gland,  nor  any  fungous  fubftance  near  the  fphindter  yet 
perceptible,  there  is  reafon  to  conclude  that  thefe  morbid  affections  exifted  but 
then  in  embryo  : and  it  is  eafy  to  conceive  how  the  irritation,  which  neceffarily 
accompanied  fo  long  and  painful  a fupprefiion,  contributed  to  the  fubfequent 
growth  of  that  fatal  tumour,  which,  about  two  years  afterwards,  put  a final 
period  to  the  life  of  my  much  efteemed — ever  to  be  lamented  friend  ! 

► I remain,  Dear  ftr. 

Your  very  obedient  fervant, 

Bath , A.  Fothergill, 

Dec.  20,  1782. 


TFIE  Bills  of  Mortality,  wherever  they  have  been  kept  in  this  kingdom, 
afford  the  moft  melancholy  proofs  of  the  fatality  of  Confumptions.  Whilft  a 
fubjedt  of  fuch  ferious  magnitude  acquired  the  attention  of  Dr.  Fothergill,  it 
excited  him  to  fuggeft  fome  means  of  preventing,  or  at  leaft  diminifhing,  the 
ravages  of  a difeafe  fo  fatal  to.  the  rifing  generation,  and  to  that  part  of  it, 
whofe  tendernefs  of  conftitution  is  often  united  with  a delicacy  and  refinement 
of  mind,  that  mult  peculiarly  intereft  a feeling  heart  in  the  reftoration  and 
happinefs  of  fuch  fubjedts  *. 

Dr.  Johnftone,  of  Kidderminfter  f,  for  whom  Dr.  Fothergill  entertained  a 
diftinguilhed  regard,  has  obligingly  communicated  to  me  the  following  copies 

* See  his  Eflays  on  Pulmonary  Difeafes,  collected  in  his  Works, 

| Since  the  death  of  his  fon,  removed  to  Worcefter. 
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of  letters,  which  refpedt  the  treatment  of  two  confumptive  patients ; and  as 
every  thing  Dr.  Fothergill  fuggefted  in  the  Phthifis  Pulmonalis  merits  attention, 
I agree  with  Dr.  Johnftone  in  opinion,  that  their  infertion  here  would  be 
acceptable  to  the  Public.  He  concludes  his  letter  to  me  with  the  following 
animated  eulogy  : 

« I fend  you  copies  of  two  letters,  feledled  from  a correfpondence  with' 
which  I was  honoured  by  Dr.  Fothergill.  They  drew  the  application  of  thofe 
juft  ideas  this  divine  man  held  concerning  confumptive  dileafes.  They  will, 
add  fome  value  to  your  collection  of  his  Works  j and  I fhall  be  gratified  in 
having  thefe  remembrances  of  the  friendfhip  of  this  excellent  phyfician,  and. of 
the  great  privilege  and  honour  I enjoyed,  preferved.” 

JVorcefer , 

December  20,  1783. 

('  N°  I.  ) 

- Dear  Doctor,  AtrAH>  '75 9- 

Yefterday  I received  thy  obliging  letter,  and  the  cafe  it  inclofed.  I.  haver 
confidered  this  with  attention  j and  fit  down  to  give  my  opinion,  though  with: 
much  doubt  of  any  thing  availing,  as  well  as  my  prefent  fituation  will  allow. 

“ I am  afraid  a Phthifis  is  fo  far  confirmed,  that  nothing  can  retard  a gradual: 
but  certain  diftolution  of  the  whole.  I know  of  nothing,  at  leaft  under  fuch 
circumftances,  that  promifes  fo  much  as  the  Briftol  water,  drank  at  the  Wells. 
If  the  gentleman  can  bear  the  journey,  let  him  fet  out  immediately,  and  take 
lodgings  as  near  the  Hot  Well  as  poftible.  About  fev-en  in  the  morning,  or 
earlier,  he  may  drink  his  afles  milk  ; and,  about  half  paft  eight  or  nine,  go  to  the 
well,  and  drink  half  a pint  from  the  pump.  He  may  drink  a fecond  glafs  at 
noon,  and  a third  at  five  in  the  evening.  In  three  or  four  days  he  may  proceed 
to  two  half  pints  in  a morning,  and  in  three  or  four  days  more  to  three  ; con- 
tinuing to  drink  one  only  at  the  other  parts  of  the  day. 

« His  diet  ffiould  be  much  of  the  milky  kind,  and  of.  the  lighted:  animal  food, 
a little  at  once,  and  the  oftener  repeated ; his  exercife  very  moderate ; and  the 
flighted  cold  ftudioufiy  avoided.  In  regard  to  medicine,  after  the  trial  of  fo 
many  efficacious  ones,  it  is  difficult  to  propofe  any  with  a profpeft  of  much 
fuccefs.  The  remedies  propofed  on  the  paper  within,  may,  with  fuch  variations 
as  Dr.  Johnftone  fees.,  neceflary,  be  worth  a trial.  The  intention  at  prefent 
feems,  to  mitigate  the  cough,  without  totally  flopping,  expe&oration ; and  to, 
leflen  the  inflammatory  tendency,  without  weakening  the  vis  vitae.-  Every  thing 
in  medicine,  as  well  as  diet,  of  an  adtive,  heating,  ftimulating  nature,  Ihould  be.; 
ftudioufiy  avoided  : the  mildeft  balfamics,  with  a gentle  aftringency  intermixed, 
with  antifeptics  and  anodynes,  are  all  that  feem  at  prefent  indicated. 


s<  Vernal 
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« 


Vernal  intermittents  have  been  more  frequent  here  than, I h^ve  feen  them 
for  many  years.  It  is  often  difficult  to  know  them,  they  appear  ip  fo  many 
fhapes  ; but  the  bark  never  fails  to  remove  them  effectually.  Even  low,  con- 
tinual, chronic  complaints,  of  many  kinds,  become  now  intermittent,  and  give 
way  to  the  bark,  after  baffling  every  other  medicine.  I believe  I muft  be 
forced  to  enter  a proteft  again!!  fome  part  of  the  great  Sydenham’s  doCtrine, 
refpeCting  the  ufe  of  riding  in  confumptive  cafes:  in  fummer,  it  is  right,  with 
proper  limitations  ; in  winter,  I fear,  it  is  not  fo.  In  this  place  we  hav£  too 
many  opportunities  of  obferving  its  delufive  progrefs. 

<«  I can  only  add,  that  I am  Dr.  Johnftone’s  aflured  friend, 

“ J.  Fothergill.’^ 


The  patient  for  whom  thefe  judicious  directions  were  given,  died,  according 
to  Dr.  Fothergill’s  expectations.  The  following  medicines  were  prefcribed  : 

“ R.  Pulv.  e Tragacanth.  comp.  3i. 

e Succin.  comp. 

Trochifc.  de  Nitro  aa  gr.  xv,.  fiat  pul  vis  fumendus  mane  et  ferd  e. 
Cochlear,  iv.  Emulf.  fequentis: 

««•  R.  Emulfion.  communis,  fviij. 

Aq.  Nuc.  Mofchat.  ^ifs. 

Syr.  e Meconio.  %fs.  m.  cap.  Coch.  iv.  urgente  Tuffi.. 

• • ^ 

««•  R.  TinCtur.  Cort.  Peruvian.  Spir. 

Elix.  Paregoric,  aa  3iij. 

Vitriol,  acid.  3ifs.  m.  cap.  gutt.  xl.  meridie  et  vefperi,  ex 

hauftu  aq.  Briftol.  tepefaCl. 

cc  R.  Pulv.  e Tragacanth.  comp.  3 ifs> 

Ol.  Amygd.  dulc.  fifs* 

Syr.  e Meconio. 

e Succ.  Limon.  a § i.  fiat  LinCtus,  cujus  cap.  Cochleare  ufuim 

plenum  cubit,  itur  : & Cochlear,  parvum,  fi  Tuffls  noCte  infefta  fuerit. 

*C  J pg» 

.(.  N°  IJ.  ) 

« Dear- Doctor.  Lmd('n’  March  ^ 

ie  If  my  leifure  was  equal  to  my  inclination,  Dr.  Johnftone  would  not  have 
been  fo  long  without  fome  intimations  of  the  regard  and  efteem  I have  for  him. 

But 
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But  I live  an  exile  in  the  midft  of  a molt  populous  city,  and  fecluded  from  all 
correfpondence  in  the  centre  of  it.  It  is  only  at  night  that  I can  have  a mo- 
ment’s refpite,  and  even  feldom  then  : and  judge  with  what  reluctance  one  fits 
down  to  .write  even  to  a friend,  when  every  faculty  of  body  and  mind  has  been 
kept  upon  full  ftretch  for  twelve  or  fourteen  hours  together  : and  this  is  my 
cafe  daily,  with  a body  not  ftrong,  and  a mind  not  a little  actuated  with  feelings 
for  thofe  I ferve. 

((  Our  patient’s  cafe  is  diftrefiing.  1 think  nothing  fo  likely  to  relieve  her 
as  Briftol  : to  this  place  I could  wifh  fhe  was  fent  as  foon  as  poflible  and  if 
the  method  propofed  on  the  other  fide  feems  not  improper,  that,  or  fome- 
what  like  it,  may  at  the  fame  time  be  recommended. 

tc  It  will  give  the  Society  pleafure,  to  find  their  endeavours  are  not  unac- 
ceptable ; and  that  they  may  {till  hope  for  the  countenance  of  the  learned,  the 
attentive,  and  ingenious.— Of  late  I have  been  prevented,  by  conftant  hurry, 
from  attending  the  Society ; but  I am  not  the  lefs  folicitous  for  its  credit,  as  I 
think  the  improvement  of  medicine  greatly  depends  upon  it ; and  I know  not 
a place  in  the  world  where  medicine  is  pradifed  with  a more  mafculine  freedom 
and  fimplicity,  and  where  we  are  at  more  liberty  to  follow  nature,  without  the 
fetters  of  faihion  or  ancient  prejudice. 

“ Should  I live  to  enjoy  a few  years  of  refpite  from  exceftive  labour,  before 
my  faculties,  fuch  as  they  are,  are  quite  worn  out,  I fhould  be  glad  to  leave  be- 
hind me  a few  way  marks  to  pofierity;  not  that  I have  made  any  difcoveries, 
except  it  be  of  a few  bogs  and  precipices,  where  an  inattentive  traveller  may 
perhaps,  from  any  thing  yet  left  us  that  I know  of,  be  liable  to  mifs  his  way, 
and  fuffer  for  it. — Has  any  body  ever  thought  of  writing  Le  Medicin  de  bon 
Sens  ? yet  what  is  more  wanting  in  the  practice  of  phyfic  ? — the  means  of  ac- 
quiring that  luperiority  with  their  patients,  that  commands  their  punctual 
obedience. — It  is  a fcience  worth  ftudying,  hard  to  be  learned,  as  hard  to 
be  taught,  yet  of  fome  confequence.  I am  not  the  perfon  who  can  do  it,  but 
I could  wifh  to  attempt  it.  Excufe  this  prolixity,  and  believe  me  to  be  thy 
allured  friend, 

“ J.  Fothergill/’ 

This  worthy  lady  followed  her  prefcription  with  the  defired  fuccefs;  and  is 
now  the  refpeded  amiable  mother  of  a large  family. 

“ Pergat  cum  Lad.  Afin.  mane  quotidie. 

a R.  Rafur.  C.  C.  Radic.  Sarfaparill.  aa  %i.  coque  in  Aq.  Font.  Ibiij*  ad  fibij. 

Colaturae  adde 

Aq.  Cinn.  Spir.  §i.  Syr.  Balf.  3 ij . m.  Sit  pro  potu  ordinario. 

7 * ' “ R.  Tind. 
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w Tind.  Cort.  Peruvian.  Simp.  ^iij. 

Myrrhae  Simp.  3 i.  m.  cap.  gut.  xl.  hora  ante  prandium,  et  fexta 

vefpertina  e Coch.  aliquot  Decod.  fupra  prefcript.  pauld  tepefad. 

c<  R.  Aq-puras,.  ^x.. 

Sem.  Carui, 

Spir.  Minder,  aa  3i- 
Sperm.  Cet.  v.  ovi.  folut. 

Pulv.  e Chel.  Cane.  aa  9i. 

Syr.,  e Meconio,  3i.  fiat  Hauft.  fumend..  hora  fomni. 

fet  R.  Conferv.  Rofar.  Jfs. 

Syr.  Pedoral.  ^fs. 

e Meconio,  ffs.  m..  cap.  Coclil..  mane  urgente  tuflu. 

March  24,  1762-  “ J.  F.” 


THE  following  Letter  from  the  ingenious  Smeathman,  author  of  an  Hiflory 
of  the  Termites,  is  fo  much  conneded  with  the  fubjed  of  my  narrative,,  thajt 
its  appearance  here  will  undoubtedly  prove  acceptable  to  the  Reader.. 

S 1 R, 

I AM  forry  to  have  been  fo  long  fn  complying  with  your  requeft,  of  being 
made  acquainted  with  the  circumftances  which  induced  me  to  undertake  my 
voyage  to  the  coaft  of  Africa  j as  well  as  an  outline  of  the  advantages  likely  to 
accrue  from  it  to  the  Public. 

The  defire  of  giving  ample  information  is  frequently,  as  in  this  cafe,  the.  caufe 
of  involuntary  delay.  My  attention  indeed  has  been  fome  time  necefiarily  fixed 
upon  objeds,  which  demanded  immediate  confideration  and  prefent  difpatch ; 
and  my  engagements  have  not  left  me  that  leifure,  or  thofe  opportunities,  of 
which  I could  have  wifhed  to  avail  myfelf  for  your  fatisfadion.  It  is  however 
with  great  pleafure  that  I now  attempt  this  relation  to  meet  your  defire  j and  as 
it  will  give  me  an  occafion  of  paying  in  part  the  debt  of  gratitude  I owe  to  that 
great  and  good  man  Doffor  Fothergill. 

Every  one  who  had  the  happinefs  of  his  acquaintance  mud  have  obferved, 
that  he  was  a.  fountain  of  benevolence,  difpenfing  protedion  and  affiftance  to 

the 
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the  diftrefled;  that  he  breathed  the  pureft  good-will  to  all  men ; and  inftantly 
endeavoured  to  promote  their  happinefs,  generally  or  individually,  as  far  as 
lay  within  his  power. 

It  was  this  difpofition  which  led  the  Do6tor  to  patronize  this,  as  well  as  other 
expenfive  adventures  to  various  parts  of  the  earth,  for  the  encouragement  of  arts 
and  fciences,  the  advancement  of  medicine,  manufadtures,  and  commerce. 

In  the  iummer  of  the  year  1771,  my  friend,  Mr.  Lee,  of  Hammerfmith, 
informed  me  that  the  Doctor  was  defirous  of  promoting  fome  enquiry  into 
the  natural  products  of  the  kingdom  of  Spain,  and  the  coaft  of  Africa  j and  of 
encouraging  fome  lover  of  natural  hiftory  to  vifit  either  of  thofe  countries. 
Defirous  of  travelling,  and  not  particularly  engaged  at  that  time  in  any 
other  purfuit,  I eagerly  feized  the  opportunity  ; and  requefted  -my  friend  to 
acquaint  the  Dodtor,  that  a voyage  to  the  coaft  of  Africa  would  be  exceedingly 
pleafing  to  me,  as  a country  the  leaft  known  to  Europeans,  and  the  moft 
likely  to  .afford  a variety  of  new,  curious,  and  valuable  fpecimens  in  the  three 
kingdoms  of  Nature. 

This  meffage  was  followed  by  an  introdudlion  to  Dr.  Fothergill;  who  ex- 
preffed  much  fatisfadtion  at  my  enterprize,  and  promifed  to  exert  his  intereft 
with  other  learned  and  philofophical  gentlemen  to  encourage  and  carry  it  into 
execution.  I then  waited  on  Sir  Jofeph  Banks,  Bart,  who  had  been  impelled, 
by  the  .ardour  of  fcience,  to  deny  himfelf  the  -enjoyment  of  an  ample  fortune 
and  the  moft  honourable  connections,  and  encounter  the  hazards  of  a dan- 
gerous navigation  round  the  world  ; from  which  extraordinary  voyage  he  was 
juft  returned.  Of  this  fcheme  that  gentleman  alfo  expreffed  his  warm  appro- 
bation ; and  patronized  it  in  the  benevolent  manner  which  ever  characterizes 
men  zealous  for  the  promotion  of  ufeful  knowledge.  Marmaduke  Tunftall, 
Efquire,  F.  R.  S.  to  whom  I was  introduced  by  Mr.  Lee,  and  my  friend  Mr. 
Drury,  author  of  the  Iiluftrations  of  Natural  Hiftory — gentlemen  eminent 
among  the  lovers  of  that  fcience — having  alfo  promifed  their  afiiftance,  I 
eno-ao-ed  in  the  preparations  for  the  voyage  with  fuch  ardour  and  difpatch,  that 
in  about  fix  weeks  the  cabinets,  inftruments,  furniture,  clothes,  and  various  ap- 
paratus neceffary  for  my  plan,  and  adapted  to  the  climate  which  I was  to  vifit 
and  refide  in  three  years,  were  provided ; and  I had  actually  embarked.  My 
diligence,  joined  to  the  anxiety  natural  to  a fanguine  adventurer,  was  attended 
with  fome  ujipleafant  circumftances.  I became  languid  and  weak  before  I 
quitted  England  5 and,  in  confequence,  the  fea  ficknefs  kept  its  cruel  dominion 
ever  me  during  the  whole  voyage*. 

When 

* Experience  and  obfervation  have  led  me  to  be  of  opinion,  that  embarkation,  in  an  exhaufted 
and  related  date  of  body,  will  frequently  be  attended  with  long  continuance  of  the  fea-ficknefs ; 

and 
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When  I got  on  fhore,  this  malady  had  fo  debilitated  me,  that  I was  unable 
to  walk  more  than  two  or  three  hundred  yards  without  reft.  The  firft  place 
at  which  I landed  was  the  promontory  of  Sierra  Leona,  in  the  latitude  of  about 
8*.  20.  North ; where  a few  days  exercife,  and  land  refrefliments,  in  fome 
degree  reftored  my  ftrength.  A voyage  of  one  day  carried  me  in  tolerable 
health  to  the  Bananas,  which  are  three  little  iflands  about  eleven  leagues  more 
to  the  fouthward  ; which,  from  good  information,  it  had  been  determined  fhould 
be  the  center  of  my  adventures  in  that  country,  and  the  principal  fcenes  of  my 
ftudy  and  obfervation. 

Pleafant  fcenes  of  vernal  beauty,  a tropical  luxuriance,  where  fruits  and 
flowers  lavifh  their  fragrance  together  on  the  fame  bough  ! There  Nature 
animates  every  embryo  of  life;  and  reigning  in  vegetable  or  animal  perfection, 
perpetually  glows  in  wild  fplendour  and  uncultivated  maturity  ! 

I contemplate  the  years  which  I pafled  in  that  terreftrial  Elyflum,  as  the 
happieft  of  my  life.  The  Ample  food,  which  my  lblitude  ufually  afforded,  was 
fweetened  with  rural  labour;  and  my  reft  was  not  broken  by  thofe  corroding 
cares  and  perplexing  fears,  which  pride  and  folly  are  ever  creating  in  the 
ambitious  emulations  of  populous  communities.  Perhaps  the  reduction  of 
bodily  ftrength  which  I underwent,  was  of  ufe ; and  proved  a falutary,  though 
fevere  preparative  for  the  fudden  change  to  a fultry,  humid  climate ; which, 
from  want  of  proper  information,  has  been  fatal  to  many  enterpriflng  and 
valuable  adventurers. 

DoCtor  Fothergill,  in  the  warmth  of  his  benevolence,  and  in  providence  for 
my  fafety,  had  given  me  fome  general  inftruCtions  to  guard  againft  the  difeafes 
endemical  to  hot  climates,  and  prefcriptions  fuited  to  particular  cafes.  I had 
alfo  with  me  a medicine  cheft,  and  feveral  medical  and  chirurgical  books  : 
among  which  were  Lind  on  Difeafes  in  hot  Climates,  Sharp’s  Surgery,  Brooke’s 
PraCtice  of  Phyfic ; and  particularly  the  London  PraCtice  *,  written  by  an 
eminent  merchant  of  this  city,  formerly  of  the  Faculty ; which  the  DoCtor 
made  me  a prefent  of,  and  recommended  as  the  firft  book  of  the  kind. 

In  about  five  days  after  my  arrival  at  the  Bananas,  and  by  the  time  my 
little  cargo  was  landed  and  fecured,  I was  compelled  to  avail  myfelf  of  the 
Doctor’s  goodnefs,  being  attacked  by  a miliary  fever ; of  which,  by  following  his 

and  that,  on  the  contrary,  the  undertaking  a voyage  when  in  full  health,  or  a ftate  of  convalefcence, 
will  be  productive  of  falutary  and  agreeable  confequences : and  in  this  I have  been  confirmed  by 
the  concurrent  obfeiVations  of  other  travellers. 

* The  author  of  this  publication , is  James  Bogle  French , Efq\  who  was  long  an  intimate  friend  of 
Dr.  Fothergill ; and  it  was  with  the  Dottor's  unreftraied  approbation  that  this  uftful  work  was  publijhed. 

Editor. 
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prefcription  pretty  clofely,  with  fome  reference  to  my  other  medical  information, 
I got  very  well  in  a few  days  *. 

By  the  fame  help  having  quickly  cured  my  draughtfman,  and  feveral  other 
Europeans,  of  very  bad  fevers,  and  healed  the  head  of  a negro,  which  appeared 
to  be  in  a dangerous  fituation  from  the  wound  of  a cutlafs,  which  had  pene- 
trated the  fkull,  I was  complimented  with  the  title  of  Dodtor  by  both  Blacks 
and  Whites. 

You,  Sir,  will  perhaps  fmile  at  my  medical  enterprizes  : but  you  will  re- 
collect that  I was  in  a rude  and  uncivilized  country,  where  a traveller  has  few 
refources  but  in  his  own  knowledge  or  experience  ; and  that  his  eafe  or  fafety, 
and  the  welfare  of  others,  occafionally  compel  him  to  officiate  in  various 
capacities. 

If  fuccefs,  however,  can  juftify  honours,  my  pradtice  warranted  and  confirmed 
my  title ; and  Ba  Doffer  il  Bana , or  Father  Doff  or  of  the  Bananas , left  the  coafi: 
of  Africa  with  the  confcious  fatisfadtion  of  having  fometimes  mitigated  human 
mifery,  and  fometimes  lengthened  human  life. 

In  a few  weeks  after  my  arrival  at  the  Bananas,  I had  the  mortification  to 
hear  that  Mr.  Graham,  a worthy  fellow-paffenger,  who  had  been  driven  by 
misfortunes  to  take  a refuge  in  this  dangerous  climate,  and  who  had  not  expe- 
rienced a moment’s  pain  or  illnefs  on  the  paflage,  but  had  partaken  of  the 
comforts  of  the  table  and  all  its  indulgencies  with  his  ufual  feftivity,  had  fallen 
a vidtim  to  the  bilious  fever,  within  a month  after  our  feparation  : within  a ffiorc 

* In  one  of  the  Do&or’s  afFe&ionate  letters  he  obferves, — <e  The  difeafes  moll  to  be  dreaded  on 
the  coafi:  of  Africa,  are  fevers  and  fluxes.  To  prevent  thefe  as  much  as  pofiible,  in  cafe  of  perceiving 
any  feverifh  fymptoms,  take  care,  in  the  firft  place,  to  cleanfe  the  ftomach  and  bowels  by  a proper 
dofe  of  forae  antimonial,  joined  with  ipecacuanha:  a drachm  of  antimonial  wine  to  an  ounce  of 
ipecacuanha  wine  will  probably  be  fuflicient ; and  the  antimonial  may  be  continued,  to  the  quantity 
of  twenty  drops  every  fix  hours,  till  the  heat  abates.  It  will  then  be  neceflary,  in  moll  of  the 
fevers  on  the  coafi  of  Africa,  to  have  recourfe  to  the  bark,  in  large  quantities,  during  the 
interval  of  the  fits:  an  ounce  may  be  taken,  either  in  a.  little  brandy  and  water,  or  red  port  and 
water,  between  the  fits  ; half  an  ounce  between  the  next  two  fits ; and  fo  on  till  the  fever  goes  off. 
If  the  bark  occafions  coftivenefs,  add  a quarter  of  an  ounce  of  Epfom  fait  to  an  ounce  of  bark, 
and  take  it  as  above  directed.  Eat  any  kind  of  ripe  and  wholefome  fruit,  but  eat  it  fparingly. 
Never  load  the  flomach,  if  pofiible,  even  with  the  lighteft  nourilhment. — In  cafe  of  any  attack  of 
the  flux,  with  vomiting,  pain,  and  much  inquietude,  griping  and  purging,  order  a common  fowl  to 
he  killed,  plucked,  and  fplit  open,  the  entrails  taken  out,  and  the  fowl  to  be  put  into  fix  quarts 
of  water,  and  boiled  about  eight  minutes.  Drink  the  whole  of  this  liquor  as  quick  as  pofiible. 
If  it  does  not  make  its  way  downwards  fufiiciently,  let  a pint  of  it  be  given  as  a clyfier. — The  great 
caufes  of  all  diftempers  in  hot  climates,  at  leaft  the  generality,  either  proceed  from,  or  are  aggravated 
by,  bile;  and  to  difcharge  this,  either  upwards  or  downwards,  is  the  befi  method  of  cure.  If,  after 
proper  evacuation,  the  pain  fliould  continue,  anodynes  will  then  be  ferviceable,  and  not  till  then.” 
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month  of  the  time,  when  we  had  promifed  ourfelves  foon  to  meet  again,  and 
fettle  future  plans  of  mutual  operations  and  convenience.  He  was  a chearful 
man,  of  athletic  form,  and  healthy  appearance ; on  which  however  little  de- 
pendence is  to  be  placed  in  that  climate.  Medical  affiftance,  feafonably  and 
judicioufly  adminiftered,  would,  in  all  probability,  have  prolonged  his  life. 

But  where  was  fuch  help  to  be  found  ? Not  among  people  living  on  the 
fimpleft  food,  and  little  acquainted  with  the  virulent  difeafes  to  which  our 
luxuries  and  refinements  make  us  liable. 

Even  I was  too  far  diftant  to  communicate  relief  to  this  unfortunate  adven- 
turer. Such  is  the  rapidity  with  which  difeafe  brings  diflfolution  in  thofe 
climates,  that,  as  in  this  inftance,  the  news  of  ficknefs  and  death  generally 
arrive  by  the  fame  mefifenger.  However,  the  inconveniencies  I felt  from  the 
fatigue  I had  undergone,  previous  to  my  embarkation,  were  amply  compenfated 
by  the  advantage  I afterwards  received  from  the  great  number  of  ufeful  things 
I had  amaffed  together ; which  not  only  lupplied  many  unavoidable  wants,  but 
enabled  me  to  affift  my  neighbours,  and  barter  fome  of  the  conveniences  for  the 
neceffaries  of  life. 

During  my  ftay  abroad,  Docftor  Fothergill  was  exceedingly  attentive  to  me. 
He  expreffed  all  the  tendernefs  and  folicitude  of  a kind  parent,  and  really 
almoft  kept  me  alive  by  an  uncommon  fund  of  kindnefs  and  philanthropy, 
which  breathed  in  every  line  of  a long  and  punctual  correfpondence.  During 
my  travels  I made  various  obfervations ; among  others,  fome  medical  ones. 
Thefe,  he  faid  in  one  of  his  letters,  tc  gave  him  great  fatisfacftion,  and  would, 
one  time  or  other,  with  a few  corrections,  make  a valuable  prefent  to  the 
public.”  They  are  now  before  you*. 

A Diary  which  I kept  of  the  weather,  with  obfervations  on  the  Harmattans, 
may  probably  throw  fome  light  on  meteorological  knowledge.  I fent  home  to 
Sir  Joieph  Banks,  from  Africa  and  the  Weft  Indies,  about  fix  hundred  different 
fpecies  of  plants,  moft  of  them  from  Africa  new,  and  among  them  many  new 
genera  : one  of  thofe  Sir  jofeph  Banks  has  done  me  the  honour  to  call  Smeatb- 
mannia.  In  infects  I was  ftill  more  fuccefsful  : my  collections  have  enriched 
moft  of  the  cabinets  in  Europe  with  fingular  and  beautiful  genera  and  fpecies. 
In  minerals  and  ftiells  I was  not  fo  fortunate.  In  this  part  of  Africa  are  no 
mines;  and  the  fteepeft  cliffs  are  foon  covered  with  verdure  if  any  part  is  torn 
away : indeed,  the  channels  of  rivulets  and  the  fea  fhores  fear ce  afforded  any 
yafiety  of  foffil  bodies:  it  did  not  appear  to  me  that  I had  feen  five  different 

* This  ingenious  traveller  is  preparing  a large  work  for  the  prefs,  in  which  it  is  hoped  the  en- 
couragement of  the  Public  will  induce  the  author  to  relate  more  fully  the  particulars  of  a ufeful 
and  entertaining  voyage.  Editor. 
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fpecies  in  all  the  countries  through  which  I palled.  I loft  the  greateft  part 
pf  the  fliells,  birds,  and  animals,  which  I had  collected  and  preferved,  by- 
misfortunes  ■,  and  for  want  of  cafks  and  jars,  and  ardent  fpirits,  I was  precluded 
from  making  any  great  collection  of  filh  and  amphibious  creatures.  In  the 
account  of  the  Termites,  or  white  Ants,  I have  perhaps  ufefuilv  extended  the 
knowledge  of  the  ceconomy  of  Nature,  by  inveftigating  and  elucidating  a mode 
of  propagation,  new  to  naturalifts,  as  fingular  and  wonderful  in  itfelf.  In  this 
account  fome  of  the  works  of  creation  are  illuftrated.  By  (hewing  the  gene- 
ral and  important  objedts  of  the  agency  of  infedts,  hitherto  only  known  by 
the  partial  deftrudtion  which  they  commit,  their  ufes  are  demonftrated;  and  I 
have  thereby  contributed  nay  mite  tc  to  vindicate  the  ways  of  God  to  man 
He  travels  to  a very  limited  purpofe,  who  palfes  through  a country,  and 
confines  his  views  to  the  infpedtion  and  inveftigation  of  its  natural  productions, 
without  attending  to  objedts  that  do  not  degrade  the  ftudies  of  the  naturalift, 
and  may  juftly  be  deemed  more  important ; and,  as  the  nobleft  and  moft  inte- 
refting  ftudy  of  mankind  is  man,  I am  in  hopes  that  my  obfervations  on  the 
manners  and  cuftoms  of  the  inhabitants  of  thofe  climates  will  be  of  utility, 
and  not  the  leaft  entertaining.  Opening  a new  profpedt  of  human  nature,  and 
of  our  tranfadtions  in  thofe  parts,  will,  I truft,  ultimately  be  conducive  to  the 
happinefs  of  thofe  wretched  people,  who  form  the  chief  objedt  of  our  mercenary 
vifits  to  that  continent.  My  hiftorical  account  of  the  trade  to  Africa,  from  the 
earlieft  voyages  to  the  prefent  time,  may  probably  throw  fome  light  on  a 
fubjedt  of  great  importance,  and  tend  to  the  advantage  of  commerce  in  general. 
After  a refidence  of  about  four  years  in  Africa,  I embarked  with  my  collections 
for  Europe,  by  way  of  the  Weft  Indies ; but  being  very  ill  on  my  arrival  in 
Tobago,  I determined  to  ftay  there,  rather  than  meet  the  winter’s  winds, 
which  the  (hips  from  thence,  at  that  feafon,  muft  neceffarily  encounter.  I had 
feen  the  equinodtial  lands  in  a ftate  of  nature,  and  was  curious  to  mark  the  ap- 
pearance of  them  in  high  cultivation.  Much  information  too  was  expedted, 
nor  did  the  event  difappoint  my  wifhes ; and  great  as  my  misfortunes  were 
in  confequence  of  that  ftay,  the  knowledge  I thereby  obtained  fcarcely  leaves 
me  room  to  regret  them.  In  the  mean  time  Dr.  Fothergill  finding,  that 
notwithftanding  all  our  care  and  precaution,  my  fuccefs  had  been  much 
abridged  for  want  of  fufficient  information  before  I fet  out,  projected  another 
voyage  on  a larger  fcalej  which  however  my  ftay  in  the  Weft  Indies*  together 
with  the  American  war,  fruftrated;  This  plan  was  to  have  enabled  me- to 

* Tliis  curious  account  of  the.  Termites  was  fill!  pnbliihed  in  the  Philofophical  Tranfaftions. 

* Editor . 
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purchafe  a finall  fhip,  in  which  I was  to  have  traded  for  ivory,  dying  wood, 
cotton,  indigo,  wax,  oil,  gum,  &c.  and  to  have  collected  fubjefts  of  natural 
hiftory  at  the  fame  time.  By  this  method  I might  have  amafled  a great  col- 
ledtion  with  little  or  no  expence,  and  have  got  things  home  in  good  condition, 
which  would  be  foon  ruined  on  fnore,  for  want  of  conveniences  to  preferve 
them  from  the  corrofive  clamps,  deftrudtive  infers,  voracious  animals,  the 
ftupid  carelefsnefs  or  curiofity  of  the  ignorant  natives,  and  the  irreiiftible 
viciflitudes  of  weather  in  thofe  hot  climates. 

My  ftay  in  the  Weft  Indies  furnifhed  opportunities  of  corroborating  and  im- 
proving the  obfervations  I made  in  Africa.  There  I became  acquainted  with 
tropical  agriculture  and  manufactures,  and  much  to  my  fatisfaclion. 

Dr.  Fothergill’s  character  was  too  well  known  to  require  the  praife  of  an 
individual,  but  I take  pleafure  in  acknowledging  that  I received  from  him 
many  great  proofs  of  his  generous  and  liberal  fpirit ; and  though  I ftaid  abroad 
two  or  three  years  longer  than  I ought  to  have  done  in  prudence,  much  againft 
his  inclination,  and  indeed  againft  his  opinion  and  requeft,  when  I returned  he 
received  me  with  all  the  kindnefs  of  a real  friend,  and  continued  it  to  that 
fatal  period,  which  his  too  great  folicitude  to  l'erve  mankind  brought  on  fo 
prematurely.  It  is  well  known  the  DoClor  paid  very  liberally  for  what  the 
vulgar  call  curiofities  ; but  it  neither  arofe  from  a ridiculous  tafte  for  virtu, 
nor  for  want  of  knowing  the  true  and  intrinfic  value  of  thofe  things.  He 
poffefied  that  tafte  which  feems  common  to  well-informed  minds  and  enlarged 
underftandings,  and  could  quickly  fee,  and  accurately  perceive,  the  beauties  of 
creation  ; yet  he  did  not  purchafe  fuch  things  from  the  mere  delight  they 
gave,  either  in  obferving  or  poffefling  them,  but  from  that  noble  and  glorious 
motive  which  was  the  rule  of  his  conduct — the  wifh  to  promote  ufeful  know- 
ledge, and  the  happinefs  not  only  of  his  contemporaries,  but  of  pofteritye 
Hence  he  was  a conftant  patron  and  friend  to  ingenious  artifts  ; and,  to  my 
knowledge,  merely  to  encourage  and  fupport  them,  often  bought  things  which 
he  neither  much  admired  nor  wanted.  He  even  employed  thofe  whofe  conduCt 
he  difapproved,  that  they  might  not  by  diftrefs  be  driven  to  do  a fecond 
time,  that  which  had  loft  them  their  character,  and  expofed  them  to  ruin  and 
mifery. 

His  name  will  be  venerated,  I hope  and  truft,  as  long  as  the  knowledge  of 
letters  and  goodnefs  fhall  continue  refpedable  among  mankind.  You,  Sir,  will 
have  the  lingular  honour  and  happinefs  of  recording  to  future  ages  one  of  the 
beft  men  that  ever  exifted  : a molt  illuftrious  example ; to  be  revered,  but  not 
eafily  imitated.  Whatever  thofe  who  were  unacquainted  with  his  virtues  may 
have  thought  or  aflerted,  what  I now  fay  (if  my  heart  does  not  deceive  me)  is 
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llridly  true,  though  faintly  exprefTed  : for  words  are  inadequate  to  paint  my 
feelings,  or  to  do  juftice  to  a character  fo  tranfcendantly  good.  I offer  thefe 
fads  as  one  teftimony  of  the  amiable  qualities  of  this  uncommon  philanthropift  j 
fids,  with  which  all  his  friends  are  very  well  acquainted. 


Clement's  Tnn> 

\ 9 th  October  1782-. 

I am,  very  refpedfully, 

Sir, 

Your  moil  obedient 

and  humble  fervant, 

Henry  Smsathmaw. 

■J 
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ar'H  E following  EJJays  include  Dr.  Fothergill’j  pofthumous  pieces.  They 
contain  Jo  much  ujeful  information , that  every  medical  reader  will  lament  the  lofs 
of  a phyfician , who  was  once  not  only  one  of  the  befi  qualified , but  likewife  one  of 
the  mofi  willing , to  impart  infirudlion. 

<<  The  lajl  EJfay  contains  a particular  account  of  the  epidemic  cold , as  it  appeared 
in  various  parts  of  the  nation  towards  the  end  of  the  year  1775,  colie  died  from  a 
general  correfpondence  which  the  Dodlor  efiablifioed  with  the  Faculty  at  large.  From 
thefe  materials , and  his  own  Jketch>  he  intended  to  have  formed  a complete  hiftory 
of  this  difeafe.  What  his  fudden  deceafe  prevented  him  from  performings  the 
Society  ( of  which  he  was  Prefident  at  the  time  of  his  deceafe ) have  now  endeavoured 
to  accomplifh.  Indeed , confidering  the  not  unfrequent  returns  of  this  epidemic ; how 
troublefome  it  was  to  mofi ; how  it  affedled  many  with  lafling  debility  j and,  though 
not  dangerous  in  itfelfs  how  it  accelerated  the  fatality  of  dangerous  difiempers  j it 
defervedly  becomes  an  objedt  of  fieri ous  enquiry  to  the  Faculty 

* See  Preface  to  the  fixth  volume  of  Medical  Obfervaticns  and  Inquiries, 


SO 


[ j8+ 


S 0 various  are  the  caufes  of  difeafes , that  it  is  difficult  to  lay  down  a general  rule 
of  practice,  without  fome  exception ; and,  perhaps , in  no  difeafes  is  this  more  true 
than  in  the  Epilepfy  and  Apoplexy , as  in  none  have  the  obvious  caufes  been  more 
clearly  exhibited  by  diffeCtion,  and  colie  bled  in  the  Sepulchretum  Anatomicum , Mor- 
gagni de  Caufis  et  Sedibus  Morborum , and  Lieutaud  Hijloria  Anatomica ; and 
thefe  afford  us  many  infiances  of  inflammation  and  fulnefs  of  the  veffels  of  the 
brain , and  other  caufes  which  evidently  indicate  copious  evacuation. 

It  mufi  be  admitted , that,  in  many  cafes  of  Apoplexy , the  indif criminate  ufe  of 
the  lancet  has  done  irreparable  injury  -,  but  it  is  as  clearly  efiablifhed,  by  writers 
•who  have  drawn  their  obfervations  from  diffeCtion  and  practical  knowledge , that, 
in  other  cafes , no  lefs  injury  has  refulted  from  the  omffion  of  venffeClion.  I have , 
therefore,  fubmitted  this  caution , left  the  Doctor's  judicious  objections  againft  the 
improper  ufe  of  bleeding  in  Apoplexies  in  general,  might  be  confirued  into  a total 
exdufion  of  the  lancet , where  it  cannot  be  rejected  with  impunity , 

Editor, 
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REMARKS 

O N T H.E 

CURE  OF  THE  EPILEPSY, 

TO  WHICH  ARE  ADDED, 

Some  Confiderations  on  the  Pradlice  of  Bleeding  in  Apoplexies* 

Read,  September  21,  1776*. 


To  the  Medical  Society  in  London. 

Gentlemen, 

I Shall  fuppofe  the  difeafe  to  be  well  known  to  the  phyfician  who  is  confulted 
on  an  epileptic  cafe ; and  that  he  is  anxioufly  confidering  which  of  the  va- 
rious  means,  either  the  authority  of  the  beft  medical  writers,  or  his  own  judg- 
ment, may  point  out,  as  the  beft  under  the  prefent  circumftances. 

Permit  me  here  to  relate  what  has  happened  in  my  own  practice.  Though 
the  epilepfy  is  not  a difeafe  that  can  be  faid  to  be  very  frequent,  yet  in  the 
courfe  of  a phyfician’s  pra&ice  of  moderate  employ,  many  cafes  muft  occur, 
and  in  perfons  of  different  ages  and  conditions.  Some  have  the  difeafe  from 
early  youth  ; in  others,  it  begins  about  puberty,  or  later ; fome  are  attacked 
chiefly  in  the  night  j others,  feldom  but  in  the  day.  Both  fexes  are  expofed 
to  it.  In  fome  females  it  returns  with  a degree  of  regularity,  now  and  then 
preceding  a certain  period,  now  and  then  fucceeaing  it  j and  a multitude  of 
caufes  feem  to  influence  the  vehemence  of  the  attacks. 


* Medical  Obfervations  and  Inquiries,  vol.  vi.  p* 
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My  firft  endeavours  to  fubdue  this  difeafe  were  dire&ed  by  the  belt 
information  I could  colled  from  thofe  who  had  treated  profeflfedly  of  it,  and 
from  the  obfervations  of  men  of  long  experience  and  extenfive  knowledge  in 
their  profeflion.  Particular  medicines,  as  fpecifics  for  this  difeafe,  were  more  or 
lefs  enjoined  by  all,  as  worthy  of  great  attention  : and  alfo  thofe  which  come 
under  the  name  of  nervous  medicines,  as  valerian,  caftor,  the  gums,  and  many 
others  : thele  I followed  with  ftrid  attention,  and  fometim'es  I flattered  myfelf 
with  fuccefs.  The  difappointments,  however,  that  I met  with  in  many  in- 
ftances,  made  me  diflatisfied  with  this  method  ; it  was  always  tedious,  too  often 
uncertain. 

In  feveral  cafes,  I thought  much  benefit  was  received  from  the  ufe  of  tin, 
and  in  fuch  where  there  was  no  juft  reafon  to  fufped  worms  were  the  caufe. 
I gave  it  liberally,  and  often  without  addition,  that  I might  be  the  better  able 
to  decide  on  its  efficacy.  Sometimes  I added  a decodtion  of  mifletoe ; fome- 
times  valerian,  or  other  reputed  medicines.  I had  the  fatisfa&ion  of  finding 
full  as  much  advantage  from  this  procefs,  as  the  preceding. 

The  filings  of  tin,  made  into  an  eledluary  with  fome  conferve  and  a little 
fyrup,  was  the  medicine  I made  ufe  of,  and  on  various  confiderations  I prefer 
the  filings  to  any  other  mode  of  preparing  this  metal  for  internal  ufe.  If  any 
benefit  is  to  be  expedted  from  tin  as  a medicine,  it  muft  arife  either  from  fome 
qualities  in  the  tin  itfelf,  that  are  communicable  to  the  habit,  or  from  the 
form  it  is  given  in. 

The  form  it  is  ufually  given  in,  is  the  powder,  to  which  it  is  reduced  by  fre- 
quent fufions.  It  is , reafonable  to  fuppofe,  that  the  more  frequently  it  is 
expofed  to  the  adtion  of  the  fire,  the  more  it  is  deprived  of  any  qualities  it 
poflfefles  that  are  communicable  to  the  habit  j fo  that  it  may  rather  be  deemed 
an  inert  calx,  than  a medicine  of  any  efficacy,  in  the  form  in  which  it  is  com- 
monly exhibited. 

If  any  medical  properties  refide  in  the  tin,  it  is  moft  probable  they  are  the 
more  entire  the  feldomer  it  is  expofed  to  fufion ; the  filings,  therefore,  in. 
this  view,  feem  to  be  much  preferable  to  the  powder,  and  ftill  more  fo,  if  it 
fhoulcl  be  thought  that  worms  are  the  caufe  of  the  epilepfy.  For  it  is  moft 
likely  the  anthelmintic  virtues  of  this  metal  proceed  much  more  from  the 
points  of  the  filings,  than  from  any  other  peculiarity  it  pofTefles.  Large  dofes 
of  tin  filings  are  undoubtedly  a-  certain  remedy  for  the  tania,  given  to  the 
quantity  of  an  ounce  a day,  which  may  be  taken  with  eafe  and  fafety  for  four  or 
fix  days  together,  fucceeded  by  a moderate  cathartic  ; and  both  repeated  once 
a fortnight,  for  two  or  three  fucceflive  periods  : thefe  feldom  fail  of  curing  the 
difeafe  entirely ; and  I believe  this  cannot  be  faid  fo  fafely  of  any  other 
medicine  now  in  ufe  for  removing,  this  obftinate  diforder. 

Finding, 
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Finding,  however,  there  were  epilepfies  that  eluded  all  my  endeavours,  it 
feemed  neceflfary  to  adopt  fome  other  line  of  procedure.  I had  obferved  that 
the  fits  were  moil  liable  to  return  in  the  plenitude  of  health  ; that  epileptics 
were  often  extremely  incautious  in  refped  to  diet  ; that  children,  highly 
indulged,  were  liable  to  the  difeafe;  that  in  every  other  period  of  juvenefcence, 
and  in  middle-aged  adults,  if  they  were  attacked  by  the  difeafe,  it  was  when 
they  had  either  committed  fome  excefies,  or,  by  one  means  or  another,  were 
plethoric  ; and  that,  in  habits  fubjed  to  epilepfy,  the  difeafe  feldom  recurred, 
without  either  an  habitual  indulgence  in  eating,  or  a negled  of  neceflary  exer- 
cife.  This  induced  me  to  recommend,  in  many  cafes,  a total  abftinence  from 
all  animal  food,  and  from  all  fermented  liquors.  Care  was  taken  to  regulate 
the  fecretions,  and  fuch  a courfe  of  medicine  prefcribed,  as  might  feem  expe- 
dient to  induce  the  patients,  or  their  friends,  fcrupuloufiy  to  comply  with  this, 
courfe  of  diet.  It  was  in  vain  to  redrid  the  quantity  of  animal  food  : there 
are  few  who  have,  at  all  times,  refolution  enough  to  fubmit  to  the  fird  intima- 
tions of  fatiety.  It  was,  therefore,  neceflfary  to  enjoin  that  kind  of  diet  which 
was  accompanied  with  but  (lender  provocations  to  excefs,  and  which,  at  the 
fame  time,  would  afford  the  lead  quantity  of  nutriment  ; whereby  that 
fulnefs,  which,  in  many  epileptic  cafes,  appears  to  be  a ftimulus  diffident 
to  produce  the  fpafms,  would  be  avoided,  and  the  parts  which  are  the  imme- 
diate feat  of  irritation  might  gradually  recover  a degree  of  ffrength  and  firm- 
nefs,  that  would  be  proof  againft  every  flight  impreffion. 

In  young  boys,  I apprehend  the  epilepfy  moft  generally  proceeds  from  their 
own  craving  appetites,  and  the  negled  of  thofe  who  are  about  them.  It  may 
not  be  improbable  that,  in  luch  cafes,  worms  may  alfo  have  a fhare  in  producing 
the  fits.  Be  this  as  it  may,  anthelmintics,  however  powerful,  feldom  cure  the 
difeafe;  they  may  abate,  occafionally,  the  frequency,  or  the  violence  of  the 
attacks,  but  they  too  often,  at  the  fame  time,  bring  on  a greater  degree  of 
irritability,  and  at  length,  if  repeated  frequently,  and  in  confiderable  dofeSj, 
feldom  fail  of  confirming  the  difeafe.  Mild  laxatives,  with  a light  chalybeate 
Interpofed,  and  fteadily  continued,  together  with  a courfe  of  diet,  confiding  of 
milk,  vegetables,  fruit,  and  things  prepared  from  them,  and  in  moderate  quan- 
tities, feldom  fail  of  removing  the  difeafe  in  fuch  habits.  Riding,  and  bathing 
in  cold  water,  and  the  ufual  means  of  edablifhing  good  health,  mud,  at  the 
fame  time,  be  attended  to,  and  the  plan  purfued  with  patience ; for  it  is  not  to 
be  expected  in  difeafes  that  affed  the  nervous  fyftem,  the  moft:  remote  and 
fined  part  of  the  oeconomy,  when  once  they  have  debilitated,  or  otherwife  dis- 
ordered, thefe  very  feeling  parts,  and  their  influence  is  become  habitual,  that 
•after-medicines,  however  adive,  penetrating,  and  efficacious,  can,  in  a very 
fhort  time,  redore  the  ability  to  perform  their  fundions  as  they  ought  to  do. 

4 F 2 It 
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It  often  happens  in  cafes,  that  a proper  plan  of  diet  is  of  much  more  impor- 
tance in  the  cure,  than  any  thing  we  are  acquainted  with  in  the  materia  medica 
it  is,  however,  of  not  lefs  neceflity  to  engage  the  patients  and  their  friends  in 
a fteady  perfeverance  in  the  method  we  direct.  The  generality  of  people  have- 
very  little  notion  that  diet  can  do  more  than  merely  fupport  their  ftrength  ; 
that  it  can  be  made  fubfervient  to  the  cure  of  their  difeafes,  they  cannot  eafily 
be  brought  to  comprehend.  Many  will,  however,  implicitly  obey  the  rules, 
laid  down  to  them  in  this  refpefl,  during  a courfe  of  medicine,  and  will 
follow  the  phyfician’s  injunctions  fteadily,  through  fear  of  counteracting  his 
intentions  by  their  own  neglect. 

For  the  difeafe  we  are  treating  of,  we  are  amply  fupplied  with  many  noted 
fpecifics,  any  of  which  may  be  given  without  prejudice,  for  a long  fpace  of 
time,  if  due  attention  is  paid,  in  the  mean  while,  to  the  nature  of  the  ingeflay 
and  the  quantity,  fuppofmg  there  appears  not  any  obvious  indication  to  point 
out  remedies  to  a particular  objeft,  as  there  does  in  the  cafe  of  young  females, 
when  the  fits  may  appear  to  proceed  either  from  a total  obftrucftion  or  de- 
ficiency in  the  menjes , in  which  cafes  it  is  evident  what  ought  to  be  principally 
aimed  at — promoting  this  difcharge  by  the  means  moft  likely  to  effect  it  in  the 
cafe  before  us.  And  I believe,  in  thefe  inftances,  it  will  generally  be  found 
that  the  method  of  diet  I have  propofed,  will  be  not  lefs  neceffary,  than  in  thofe 
in  whom  the  difeafe  may  be  afcribed  to  grofs  diet  and  plethora.  We  feldonu 
find  chlorotic  habits  affected  with  epilepfies.  For  the  moft:  part,  epileptics  ara 
plump,  fanguine,  rather  of  a ftrong  make,  and  low  ftature.  The  menjes  do 
not  feem  to  be  deficient  in  thefe,  either  through  want  of  flrength,  or  fufhciens 
quantity  of  blood.  The  impetus  feerns  wrong  directed. 

Coftivenefs  is  often  a companion  of  this  complaint,  in  the  generality  of  cafes, 
and  fhould  always  be  our  firft  bufinefs  to  obviate.  In  fhort,  a diftended  fto- 
mach  and  loaded  bowels  appear,  in  moft  cafes,  to  be  ftrong  difpofing  caufes  to 
this  diforder. 

When  I have  reflected  on  the  various  fpecifics  which  have  been  employed  in 
the  cure  of  epileptics,  and  on  the  cafes  related  of  their  efficacy,  I could  fcarce 
forbear  fufpedting  that  fome  of  them,  at  leaf!:,  have  effected  a cure  by  a very 
different  operation  than  that  for  which  they  might  have  been  intended  by 
the  prefcriber.  I may  poffibly  have  fallen  into  the  fame  predicament,  and 
rather  propofe  it  as  a queftion  worthy  of  fome  attention,  than  as  a point, 
proper  for  me  to  decide  upon. 

Valerian,  caftor,  the  fcetid  gums,  empyreumatic  oils,  and  any  thing  if  poffiole 
Fill  more  difguftful,  commonly  make  a part  of  the  medicines  propoled  for  this 
difeafe.  There  are  fome  others,  whole  qualities,  indeed,  are  not  quite  fo  re- 
pugnant to  our  tafte  and  fmell,  fuch  as  the  mifletoe  .and  the  flares  cardamines-, 

but 


Remarks  on  the  Cure  of  the  Epilepjy.  589- 

but  to  balance  this  difference,  it  is  requifite  to  take  thefe  fuch  a length  of  time, 
and  in  fuch  quantities,  as  make  them  not  lefs  difguftful  at  length.  May  not, 
therefore,  both  thefe  kinds  of  medicines,  and  moft  of  thofe  made  ufe  of  as 
fpecifics  from  ancient  authority,  now  and  then  confirmed  with  inftances  of 
benefit,  derive  the  greateft  part  of  their  confequence  from  their  quantity,  or 
their  difgufting  qualities,  which,  by  leflening  the  appetite,  allow  nature  to  re- 
cover herfelf,  and  fhake  off  a difeafe,  which  indulgence  principally  pro- 
duced ? 

It  is  by  no  means  my  intention  to  enter  minutely  into  the  treatment  of 
particular  cafes  of  this  diftemper.  From  the  opportunities  I have  had  of  ob- 
ferving  it  in  various  fituations,  I think,  in  general,  this  method  of  proceeding 
has  been  the  moft  fuccefsful.  There  may  be  cafes,  wherein  the  difeafe  is 
fo  ftrongly  rivetted  in  the  conftitution,  as  to  admit  of  very  little  aftiftance 
from  any  method  hitherto  devifed  ; but,  for  the  moft  part,  fooner  or  later, 
by  a fteady  perfeverance  in  a courfe  like  the  preceding,  the  diforder  gives 
way. 

Perhaps  a fingle  grain  of  calomel,  with  three,  four,  or  five  of  pil.  ruf.  given 
every  night,  at  bed-time,  for  fifteen  or  twenty  days  together,  may  often  prove 
an  efficacious  emmenagogue  in  the  cafes  formerly  mentioned.  The  dofe  fhould 
be  fuch  as  to  procure  a motion  the  day  following,  and,  if  this  is  aided  with  very 
fmall  dofes  of  a chalybeate  bitter,  confiderable  benefit  may  be  reaped  from 
it.  Thofe  who  are  about  the  fick  fhould  be  particularly  careful  never  to  call 
their  attention  to  the  time  of  the  moon,  or  any  other  periodical  return.  Per- 
haps this  attention,  once  deeply  impreffed,  has  much,  more  influence  on  the 
return  of  the  fits,  than  the  changes  of  the  moon,  or  any  other  revolution. 

The  fudden  influence  of  terror,  is  often  faid  to  produce  epilepfies : I have 
met  with  many  relations  of  this  kind,  and  the  fail  is  not  improbable.  In 
thefe  cafes,  the  medicines  now  ftiled  fedatives,  are  clearly  pointed  out,  efpe- 
daily  if  the  difeafe  returns  at  any  known  period,  that  they  may  be  given 
before-hand.  Small  dofes  of  anodynes  are  lbmetimes  beneficial,  and  large 
ones  may  become  neceffary,  if  the  fits  proceed  from  any  violent  pain,  as  is 
fometimes  the  cafe  from  that  which  attends  menftruation.  In  thefe  circum- 
ftances,  the  dofe  of  opium  muft  be  fuch  as  gradually  may  overcome  the  pain, 
giving  one  or  two  grains  every  hour  till  the  pain  abates, 

I muft  intreat  your  patience  a little  longer,  while  I mention  fome  circurm- 
ftances  relative  to  another  difeafe,  altogether  different  from  that  which  I have 
been  mentioning.  I do  not  think  what  I may  have  to  fay  upon  it  requires  a 
formal  chapter  on  this  fubje<£t;  yet  fome  doubts  have  arifen  refpebting  the  cure 
of  it,  which  makes  me  defirous  they  fhould  either  be  cleared  up  by  your  own 

and 
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and  the  experience  of  others,  or  that  a pradice  fbmewhat  different  from  the 
one  generally  adopted,  ffiould  be  recommended. 

Bleeding  in  apoplexies  is  one  of  thofe  operations  ■which,  on  feveral  accounts, 
requires  the  moft  difpafiionate  confideration. 

In  no  difeafe,  perhaps,  is  the  judgment  of  the  prefcriber  of  more  confequence 
to  the  patient. — If  it  is  fuccefsful. — if  the  patient  recovers  upon  it— it  is  a for- 
tunate event  for  both.  If  bleeding  is  performed  when  it  ought  not,  either  death 
enfues,  or  an  incurable  hemiplegia. 

This  being  the  cafe,  it  is  worth  while  to  confider  the  affair  as  carefully  as 
poflible. — Who  are  the  perfons  moft  fubjed  to  this  aiftemper  ?— -thofe  who 
live  freely,  or  rather  eat  plentifully ; and  whofe  make,  or  manner  of  life,  dif- 
pofes  them  to  fuch  attacks  ; fat,  Short-necked,  inactive  perfons,  and  who  negledt 
due  care  in  refped  to  evacuations,  efpecially  when  the  weather  changes  to  an 
extreme,  either  as  to  heat  or  to  cold.  Such  people  are  moft  commonly  dif- 
pofed  to  apoplexies;  and  it  is  evident  that  fucli  are  moftly  plethoric,  both  in 
reality  and  appearance.  Where,  then,  can  a doubt  lie  in  refped  to  bleeding, 
when  a perfon  is  feized  with  an  apoplexy  ? and,  efpecially,  if  the  pulfe  be 
extremely  full  and  tenfe,  with  a general  appearance  of  Suffocation  ? — It  is 
often,  nay  moft  commonly  performed  under  thefe  circumftances,  I confefs,  and 
yet,  from  the  confequences  attending  it  in  general,  there  feems  reafon  to  fuf- 
ped,  that  bleeding,  in  this  cafe,  is  performed  much  oftener  than  is.  proper  or 
conducive  to  the  patient’s  recovery. 

If  a perfon  fall  down  in  a fit  of  any  kind,  the  furgeon  is  immediately  feot 
for ; he,  perhaps,  upon  feeling  the  patient’s  pulfe,  finds  it  as  above  delcribed, 
and  general  pradice  not  only  authorises,  but  cuftom,  become  a law,  generally 
direds  the  operation.  The  pulfe,  in  fuch  a Situation,  is  often  an  insufficient 
guide ; it  may  be  that  ftruggle  which  arifes  from  an  exertion  of  the  vires  vit<e, 
to  reftore  health.  I believe  it  happens  in  moft  cafes,  where  there  has  been  a 
temporary,  or  even  momentary  ceffation  of  their  animal  powers  ; and  it  is, 
perhaps,  in  this  Situation  that  bleeding  is  performed,  and  often  very  liberally. 
— It  is  poffible-  that,  by  leffening  the  quantity  of  blood,  the  refiftance  to  the 
heart  is  leffened-,  and  what  nature  was  attempting  in  vain,  is  acquired  by  this 
means,  and  the  patient’s  recovery  much  facilitated. — It  is  poffible,  likewife, 
that  by  a copious  bleeding,  the  animal  ftrength  may  be  fo  much  reduced, 
and  the  effort  begun  fo  powerfully  checked  by  the  operation  and  the  effeds  of 
the  difeafe  itfelf,  that  the  patient  expires  foon  afterv/ards,  or  Survives  a few  days, 
and  Suffers  a hemiplegia  ; none  of  which  might  probably  have  happened  had 
bleeding  been  omitted.  It  becomes  the  operator,  therefore,  moft  carefully  to 
attend  to  every  circumftance  of  his  patient’s  Situation,  before  he  opens  a vein, 
which  may,  perhaps,  be  decifive  of  his  patient’s  fate.— The  following  circum- 
ftances 
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fiances  may  enable  the  practitioner  to  form  a judgment  of  what  is  neceffary 
to  be  done,  with  fome  degree  of  precifion. 

Among  the  feveral  caufes  from  whence  apoplexies  appear  to  proceed,  perhaps 
a plentiful  meal  is  the  moft  common.  I need  only  refer  to  the  numerous 
inftances  of  fudden  deaths  that  are  mentioned  in  the  daily  papers.  Scarce  any- 
thing is  more  common  than  articles  relating,  that  fuch  a one  dropped  out 
of  his  chair,  after  eating  a full  meaL 

If  one  confiders  the  time  it  may  require  to  perform  digeftion — to  tranfmit 
a large  quantity  of  chyle  into  the  blood,  and  fuddenly  to  increafe  the  mafs,  fo 
as  to  form  a fatal  plethora  almoft  inflantly,  feems  fcarcely  credible  ; and  yet 
this  is  the  principal  ground,  I believe,  on  which  phlebotomy,  in  thefe  cafes,, 
is  generally  deemed  to  be  of  abfolute  neceftity. 

To  me  it  feems  much  more  probable,  that  a large  undigefled  meal,  dillend- 
ing the  llomach,  preffing  upon  the  aorta  dejcendens , obftrudting  the  free  expan- 
fion  of  the  lungs,  is  the  means  of  crowding  the  arterial  fyllem  in  the  head 
with  more  blood  than  ought  to  be  there,  and  hence  producing  the  difeafe. 

It  is  true,  if  we  could  fuddenly  remove  this  furcharge  of  blood  in  the  upper 
parts  of  the  body  by  bleeding,  and  without  reducing  the  patient’s  ftrength,  it 
would  be  at  all  times  requifite  ; but  this  is  hardly  to  be  expedted  : we  are, 
therefore,  to  remove  the  obvious  caufe  as  lpeedily  as  poflible,  that  is,  to  en- 
deavour, by  all  the  means  we  can,  to  remove  the  load  by  emetics  and  purga- 
tives, and  to  excite  as  plentiful  a flow  of  blood  and  vital  energy  to  the  lower 
extremities  as  we  can  by  ftimulants,  finapifms  efpecially. 

Liberal  dofes  of  white  vitriol,  9 i 5 fs  for  a dofe ; emetic  tartar  diflolved 
in  water,  and  got  down  by  fpoonfuls,  furnilh  us  with  the  means  of  promoting 
the  alvine  difcharges  with  effedl.  We  need  not  be  under  much  reftraint  in 
the  ufe  of  thefe  medicines,  till  thorough  evacuations  are  procured.  The  ftimu— 
lus  exerted  on  the  llomach,  and  the  room  provided  for  a freer  circulation,  are 
almoft  alike  beneficial,  and  without  diminifhing  the  patient’s  ftrength,  make 
way  for  his  recovery.  The  faintnefs  or  weaknefs  which  thefe  evacuations  pro- 
duce are  temporary  ; a little  broth  given  frequently,  a glafs  of  wine,  or  any 
cordial,  foon,  for  the  moft  part,  recruit  the  lofs  fuftained  by  thefe  evacuations. 

If  the  patient  cannot  fwallow,  adtive  irritating  clyfters  may  be  given,  fre- 
quently repeated,  and  every  endeavour  ufed  to  empty  the  bowels  fpeedily  and 
effedtually. 

Flour  of  muftard-feed,  and  foft  bread  made  into  poultices,  with  a llrong 
infufion  of  horfe-radilh  root,  to  be  applied  to  the  lbles  of  the  feet,  generally 
adl  both  fpeedily  and  efficacioufly. 

Sudden  gulls  of  paffion,  in  particular  conftitutions  ; expofure  to  fudden  hear, 
by  the  reflection  of  the  fun  againft  hot  walls  ■,  or  by  fudden  alterations  of  the 
10.  weather. 
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weather  from  cold  to  great  heat,  or  from  moderate  to  extreme  cold ; the  fup- 
preffion  of  fome  ufual  evacuation,  frequently  produce  apoplexies;  and,  perhaps, 
at  fuch  times  of  the  day  as  will  not  allow  us  to  charge  them  to  the  account  of 
plenitude ; and  even  in  thefe  cafes,  it  will  be  neceffary  to  confider  the  habit 
and  other  circumflances,  before  we  bleed.  Could  we  have  forefeen  the  accident, 
bleeding  might  probably  have  prevented  it ; but  when  it  has  happened,  if 
copious  evacuations  from  the  bowels  afford  no  relief,  I fear  that  bleeding  would 
not  only  be  ineffectual  to  recovery,  but  would  fap  that  ffrength,  which,  in  thefe 
cafes,  is  of  great  importance  to  it. 

It  feldom  happens  that  a phyfician  arrives  at  the  patient  before  this  operation 
is  performed,  let  the  difeafe  have  originated  from  what  caufe  it  may;  and 
though  very  few  would  probably  recover  if  this  operation  had  been  omitted  ; 
yet,  comparing  what  has  happened  to  thofe  who  have  been  blooded,  and  the 
few  I have  feen  who  have  not,  I am  of  opinion  that  bleeding  in  apoplexies  is, 
for  the  moft  part,  injurious,  and  that  we  Ihould  probably  render  the  molt 
effectual  aid,  by  endeavouring,  in  all  cafes,  to  procure  a plentiful  difcharge 
from  the  ftomach  and  bowels  ; as,  by  thefe  revulfions,  the  head  is,  perhaps, 
much  more  effectually  relieved  from  plenitude,  and  that  without  weakening 
or  interrupting  any  other  effort  of  nature  to  relieve  herfelf,  than  by  venae - 
feCtion. 

There  is  a circumftance  of  fome  moment  to  perfons  who,  from  their  make, 
may  feem  more  difpofed  to  apoplexies  than  others,  which  I have  frequently 
taken  notice  of,  and  it  appears  not  improper  to  mention  it  in  this  place. 
The  following  relation  will  probably  explain  pretty  clearly  what  I wilh  to 
inculcate. 

A gentleman  not  quite  thirty  years  of  age,  of  a fize  rather  tall  than  lhort, 
remarkably  plump,  frefh  complexion,  and  his  neck  very  fhort;  his  manner  of 
living  full,  never  to  great  excefs,  in  refpeCt  to  liquors  efpecially. — He  was 
feized  with  an  apopledic  fit  one  day,  as  he  was  croffing  the  Thames  in  an  open 
boat ; the  waterman  landed  him,  as  quick  as  pofiible,  at  the  place  he  was  going 
to,  where  all  poffible  afliftance  was  procured  expeditioufly,  and  he  foon  re- 
covered. Being  at  a diftance,  I was  not  called  in  as  a phyfician,  but  I faw  him 
at  his  own  houfe  loon  after  his  recovery.  In  our  converfation  I enquired,  if 
he  could  recoiled  the  pollure  he  was  in  when  he  loft  himfelf : he  replied,  he 
was  looking  at  a fhip  which  had  formerly  belonged  to  his  brother  and  himfelf, 
and  kept  his  eye  upon  her  after  he  had  gone  by  her,  till  he  loft  himfelf,  and 
funk  down  in  the  boat. 

This,  and  fome  other  occurrences,  have  induced  me  to  think  it  is  very 
unfafe  for  perfons  of  fuch  a make  to  look  backwards  any  length  of  time,  with- 
out turning  the  whole  body ; and  if  we  inquire  of  fuch  perfons,  they  generally 

acknowledge, 
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acknowledge,  that  they  find  themfelves  become  extremely  giddy,  and  in  hazard 
of  falling  down,  when  they  keep  in  that  pofture  only  for  a moment  or  two. 
And  I believe  that  many  perfons  have  dropped  down  in  apoplectic  fits  merely 
from  this  unheeded  caufe. 

If  we  take  a hollow  flexible  tube  of  leather,  or  any  other  yielding  fubftance, 
fix  inches  or  more  in  length,  holding  one  end  in  each  hand,  and  endeavour, 
by  turning  each  hand  a contrary  way,  to  twill  the  tube,  we  fliall  make  but 
very  little  impreffion  on  its  cavity,  whilll  our  hands  are  at  that  diftance,  with 
one  twill  of  our  hands ; but  if  we  Ihorten  the  dillance,  and  leave  only  one  or 
two  inches  between  each  hand,  the  fame  turn  of  the  hands,  oppofite  ways,  will 
leflen  the  diameter  of  the  tube  extremely,  nay  almoll  wholly  to  bring  the 
fides  of  the  tube  into  contaCt,  and  prevent  the  paflage  of  any  fluid. — In  fome 
refpe&s,  the  fame  thing  happens  to  the  jugular  veins  in  very  fhort-necked 
people.  The  carotid  arteries  lying  nearer  the  centre  of  motion,  are  very  little 
affedted  by  the  turn  of  the  head,  even  in  very  fhort-necked  people ; they 
continue  to  convey  full  ftreams  of  blood  to  the  head.  But  this  is  not  the 
cafe  with  the  jugular  veins  ; they  lie  near  the  furface,  and,  if  the  neck  is  Ihort, 
and  full  at  the  fame  time,  the  twill  fo  far  contracts  their  diameters,  that  it  is 
impoffible  for  them  to  return  a proportionable  quantity.  Hence,  therefore, 
firll  a giddinefs,  at  length  a total,  though  temporary  ceflation  of  every  faculty, 
or,  in  other  words,  a perfect  apoplexy. 

The  fliorter  the  neck,  the  longer  and  more  fixed  the  pofition,  the  fpeedier 
and  more  lalling  the  effeCt  will  be,  every  thing  elfe  being  alike.  If  the  fhirt- 
collar.  Hock,  or  neckcloth  are  tight,  they  will  increafe  the  accident  not  a little. 
All  fuch  people  Ihould,  therefore,  be  advifed  never  to  put  themfelves  into 
this  pollute,  but  to  turn  their  whole  bodies  towards  the  objeCt  they  wilh  to 
view,  whether  they  are  on  foot,  on  horfeback,  or  in  a carriage.  For  although 
apoplexies  proceeding  from  fuch  a caufe  may  be  attended  with  no  very  bad 
eflfedls,  yet  the  fall  of  itfelf,  and  the  fear  it  infpires,  may  be  productive  of 
much  injury. 
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Cjr'ffE  following  paper  was  firfi  read  before  the  SeleCt  Society  of  Licentiates,  of 
which  Dr.  Fothergill  was  Prefident  at  the  time  of  his  deceafe.  At  that  time, 
or  fince , the  DoCtor  informed  me  that  it  was  'very  imperfeCl , and  that  one  jheet  of 
the  manufcript  was  mifaid  ■,  though  fince , I believe , it  has  been  recovered.  After  his 
death,  his  medical  papers  were  laid  before  the  Society  who  have  favoured  the  public 
with  fix  volumes  of  Medical  Inquiries  and  Obfervations,  of  which  Society  he-  was 
likewife  the  Prefident.  I thought  it  a decent  refpeCl  to  the  memory  of  Dr.  Fother- 
gill, to  mention  this  circumjlance , to  prevent  any  unfavourable  imprejfion  which  the 
reader  might  entertain  from  obferving  the  imperfect  language  which,  in  many  in- 
fiances,  this  and  the  preceding  ejfay,  on  the  Cure  of  the  Epilepfy,  (Pc.  exhibit. 

Soon  after  I concluded  to  publifh  Dr.  FothergillV  flAorks,  I applied  to  the 
Society  for  the  Doctor's  manufcript  papers,  with  the  approbation  of  his  executors  ; 
but  this  requefi  being  refufed,  it  obliged  me  to  protrad  my  edition,  till  the  Society  had 
publijhed  their  fixth  volume.  I was  the  more  reconciled  to  wait,  under  an  expectation 
that  the  communications  of  my  deceafed  friend  would  have  been  accurately  corrected ; 
but  fo  greatly  am  I difappointed,  that,  in  jufiice  to  a writer  of  his  perfpicuity , 
I have  ventured  to  correct  fome  erroneous  and  ambiguous  fentences ; and  hope  that  the 
Society,  upon  reviewing  their  publication,  will  be  induced,  from  a jufi  refpeCl  to  the 
memory  of  their  deceafed  Prefident,  to  cancel  and  reprint  the  fheets  to  which  his 
name  has  been  prefixed,  as  an  aCt  of  jufiice  due  to  his  literary  character. 
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That  Complaint  commonly  known  under  the  Name  of  the 


SICK  HEAD-ACH. 


Read,  December  14,  1778*. 


HERE  is  a difeafe,  which,  though  it  occurs  very  frequently,  has  not 


yet  obtained  a place  in  the  fyftematic  catalogues.  It  is  commonly  to  be 
met  with  in  pradlice,  and  is  defcribed  by  thofe  who  are  affedled  with  it,  and 
who  are  not  few  in  number,  under  the  compound  title  of  a fick  head-ach. 

Under  this  title  they,  at  leall,  defcribe  their  feelings,  and,  on  a little  in- 
quiry, one  finds  that  they  are  affedled  by  both  ficknefs  and  head-ach. — This 
is  not  the  complaint  of  any  particular  age,  or  fex,  or  conftitution,  or  feafon — . 
it  is  incident  to  all.  The  fedentary,  inadtive,  relaxed,  and  incautious  re- 
fpedling  diet,  are  the  moll  expofed  to  it ; and  they  are,  fometimes,  not  much 
lefs  fufferers  by  the  means  frequently  made  ufe  of  to  remove  it,  than  by  the 
difeafe  itfelf. 

To  colledl  into  a fhort  compafs  all  the  fymptoms  which  accompany  this 
difeafe,  would  be  difficult,  and  not  fo  very  interelling ; to  defcribe  fo  many, 
as  to  make  the  complaint  eafily  to  be  diftinguifhed  in  the  firft  place,  and  in 
what  manner  it  may  be  treated  with  fuccefs,  will  be  of  more  importance. 

Thofe  who  are  affedled  with  the  fick  head-ach,  moll  commonly  defcribe  it 
in  this  manner ; — that  they  awake  early  in  the  morning  with  a head-ach, 
which  feldom  affedls  the  whole  head,  but  one  particular  part  of  it,  moll 
commonly  the  forehead,  over  one  frequently,  fometimes  above  both  eyes. 


• Medical  Obfervations  and  Inquiries,  vol,  vi.  p.  103, 
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Sometimes  it  is  fixed  about  the  upper  part  of  the  parietal  bone,  of  one  fide 
only ; fometimes,  and  not  unfrequently,  the  occiput  is  the  part  affected  : 
fometimes  it  darts  from  one  to  another  of  thefe  places.  From  the  time 
it  commences,  till  it  wholly  ceafes,  it  is  fometimes  more,  fometimes  lefs- 
tolerable. 

With  this  is  joined  more  or  lefs  of  ficknefs,  which  in  fome  is  juft  barely* 
in  many  people  is  not  fufficient,  without  affiftance,  to  provoke  vomiting.  If 
this  pain  does  happen,  as  it  moft  commonly  comes  on  early  in  the  morning* 
and  before  any  meal  is  taken,  feld.om  any  thing  is  thrown  up  but  thin, 
phlegm,  unlefs  the  (training  is  fevere,  when  fome  bitter  or  acid  bile  is  brought 
up.  In  this  cafe  the  difeafe  foon  begins  to  abate,  leaving  a forenefs  about 
the  head,  a fqueamifhnefs  at  the  ftomach,  and  a general  uneafinefs,  which 
induces  the  fick  to  wilh  for  repofe.  Perhaps,  after  a ihort  flecp,  they  recover 
perfeftly  well,  only  a little  debilitated  by  their  fufferings. 

The  duration  of  this  conflict  is  very  different  in  different  perfons  ; in  fome,. 
it  goes  off  in  two  or  three  hours ; in  others,  it  will* Taft  twenty-four  hours,  or 
longer,  and  with  a violence  fcarcely  to  be  endured,  when  the  leaft  light  or 
noife  feem  to  throw  them  on  the  rack.  In  young  perfons,  it  moft  commonly 
goes  off  foon  ■,  if  it  continue  to  harrafs  them  many  years,  as  it  fometimes  does* 
the  fit  is  of  longer  duration,  and  leaves  the  whole  frame  in  fo  weak  a condition, 
as  to  require  fome  length  of  time  to  recover. 

Its  returns  are  very  irregular,  as  muft  be  the  cafe,  fince  the  difeafe,  for  the 
moft  part,  proceeds  from  accidental  caufes.  Some  have  it  every  two  or  three 
days,  fome  once  in  two  or  three  weeks,  others  in  as  many  months,  and  fome 
yet  feldomer. 

I have  met  with  it  in  moft  habits  and  complexions,  moftly  in  the  early  and’ 
middle  parts  of  life,  and  amongft  the  middle  and  upper  ranks  of  life.  Thofe 
who  ufe  but  little  exercife,  and  are  inattentive  to  their  diet,  are  the  greateft 
fufferers.  C'oftive  habits  are  more  expofed  to  it,  than  others  of  a contrary  dif- 
pofition.  I have  known  many  inftances,  where  a difpofition  to  purging,  be- 
come habitual,  has  entirely  removed  this  complaint. 

The  difeafe  is  very  frequently  treated  as  a nervous  diftemper — as  an  ague  in' 
the  head,  as  a fpafm  (which  indeed  it  appears  to  be),  and  perhaps  confidered’ 
as  pertaining  to  other  difeales. — The  manner  and  time  of  its  attack,  is  after 
digeftion  is  performed,  the  chyle  admitted  into  the  blood,  and  the  bile  has 
acquired  its  full  activity,  undiluted  by  frefh  fupplies  of  liquid ; the  ftomach 
and  duodenum  empty,  and  the  nerves  expofed  to  irritation : and  indeed,  from 
numerous  circumftances,  it  is  moft  clear,  that  the  head-ach  proceeds  from  the 
ftomach  3 not  the  reverfe,  as  is  the  opinion  of  many  who  have  been  fufferera 
by  it. 
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Having  had  fome  little  experience  of  this  complaint  myfelf,  and  having  met 
with  numerous  occafions  of  feeing  it  in  others,  in  a variety  of  degrees  of  force 
and  continuance  and  having  likewife  attended  to  the  different  ideas  and  modes 
of  treatment,  in  regard  to  this  diflemper,  I thought  it  might  be  ufeful  to 
fuggeft  what  had  occurred  to  me  on  this  fubjeCl;  and  the  more  fo,  as  it  may 
lead  to  fome  explanations  refpeCting  diet,  which  it  is  of  fome  confequence,  to 
the  fick  efpecially,  to  be  made  to  comprehend. 

My  opinion  of  this  difeafe  is,  that,  for  the  mofl  part,  it  proceeds  from 
inattention  to  diet,  either  in  refpeCl  to  kind  or  quantity,  or  both  ; and  that 
whatever  medicinal  means  are  propofed  for  its  removal,  will  prove  ineffectual, 
without  enjoining  an  exaCt  conformity  to  rule. 

There  are  fome  things  which,  in  very  fmall  quantities,  feldom  fail  to  produce 
the  fick  head-ach  in  fome  conflitutions.  Such  are  a larger  proportion  than 
ufual  of  melted  butter,  fat  meats,  and  fpices,  efpecially  common  black  pepper. 
Meat  pies  often  contain  all  thefe  things  united,  and  are  as  fertile  a caufe 
of  this  complaint  as  any  thing  I know  ; fo  are  rich  baked  puddings,  and 
every  thing  of  a fimilar  nature.  A little  error  in  thefe  things  will  feldom 
fail  to  be  attended  with  much  fuffering,  in  many  conflitutions.  Indeed,  as 
the  diforder  comes  on  moftly  towards  morning,  the  generality  of  patients 
are  led  to  confider  it  as  a thing  impoffible,  that  they  fhould  fuffer  fo  long  after 
a meal ; it  is  neverthelefs  true,  and  ought  to  be  ftriCtly  inquired  into,  and 
the  conduit  of  the  fick  regulated  in  this  refpeCt,  or  medicine  is  exhibited  in 
vain. 

That  flrong  liquors  will  produce  fimilar  diflreffes  to  thofe  who  are  not 
accuflomed  to  them,  is  but  too  well  known,  and  has  been  too  generally  expe- 
rienced. Mofl  kinds  of  malt  liquor,  taken  too  liberally,  feldom  fail  to  have 
this  effeCt  in  particular  conflitutions,  perhaps  from  the  quantity  of  hops  j for 
mofl  bitters  feem  rather  to  increafe  than  leffen  the  complaint. 

It  is  not,  however,  the  kind  of  diet  alone  that  will  produce  this  diforder ; 
repeated  errors  in  quantity  will  produce  the  like  effeCts.  Bile,  if  very  acid, 
will  prove  a Jlimulus  fufficiently  flrong,  in  many  cafes,  to  excite  this  fick  head- 
ach  in  a violent  degree.  There  are  habits  in  which  the  bile,  if  exceeding  in 
point  of  aClivity,  either  from  its  bitter  or  its  acid  quality,  will  aCt  as  a pur- 
gative, fometimes  with  pain,  fometimes  without,  according  to  the  nature  of 
different  habits.  Such  conflitutions  rarely  are  affeCted  with  the  difeafe  I am 
defcribing ; even  thofe  who  have  fuffered  its  mofl  violent  attacks  are  free 
from  it  altogether,  when  a difpofition  to  purging  takes  place  of  habitual 
coflivenefs  ; and  on  the  contrary. 

From  thefe  confiderations  it  is  therefore  evident,  that  as  the  quality  of  the 
bile,  in  a great  meafure,  depends  on  the  quality  of  the  food,  regard  being 
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had,  at  the  fame  time,  to  quantity : and  that  the  difeafe  we  are  treating  of 
appears  to  arife  from  this  caufe,  it  is  neceffary  to  point  out,  as  experience  may 
direct,  what  kinds  of  aliment  are  moft  likely  to  add  to  the  difeafe,.  in  order 
that  the  patients  who  confult  us,  may  be  inftruCted  to  avoid  the  caufes  of  fo 
diftrefting  a complaint,  as  well  as  directed  to  fuch  a courfe  of  medicine,  as  may 
contribute  to  affift  them  in  the  recovery  of  their  ufual  healths,  provided  they 
refolutely  fubmit  to  the  regulations  propofed  to  thenrK 

To  obtain  pretty  fpeedy  relief  will  not  be  difficult.  An  emetic,  or  mild 
cathartic — an  anodyne,  foon,  for  the  moft  part,  reftore  them  to  their  ufual 
health  -}  to  undergo  the  fame  conflict  in  a few  days,  perhaps,  or  a month  or 
two,  juft  as  the  caufe  of  the  difeafe  is  accumulated  ; and  in  this  manner  I have 
known  many  perfons  fpend  a great  part  of  their  lives.  Wearied,  perhaps,  with 
ineffectual  endeavours,  they,,  at  length,  give  up  all  hopes  of  getting  rid  of  their 
malady,  and  think  patience  muft  be  their  only  cure. 

Many  fuch  I have  met  with,  and  fo,  I doubt  not,  have  moft  other  practi- 
tioners ; and  have  not  often  been  difappointed  in  relieving  them  by  the  follow- 
ing procefs  : 

If  they  are  difpofed  to  coftivenefs,  which  is  generally  the  cafe,  forne  eafy 
laxative  is  directed  to  keep  the  belly  gently  open,  varying  the  form  and  fub- 
ftance,  as  the  particular  circumftances  may  require  : — where  acid  bile  abounds, 
the  bitter  and  abforbent  laxatives  ■,  where  the  bitter,  faline  generally  are 
ufeful. 

In  the  former  cafe,  it  will  be  requifite  to  give  finall  dofes  of  ftomach  bitters, 
joined  with  a little  alcaline  fait,  or  a chalybeate,  as  the  cafe  requires,  once  or 
twice  a day : in  the  latter,  mineral  or  vegetable  acids,  and  a diet  of  the  fame 
nature.  Soap  and  pi.  ruf.  or  magnefia  and  rhubarb,  in  fmall  dofes,  daily 
continued,  will  often  prove,  in  cafes  of  acid  bile,  very  ufeful  remedies  ; and  fo 
will  a folution  of  aloes  in  lime-water  in  the  following  manner  *. 

But  whatever  procefs  the  phyfician’s  judgment  leads  him  to  purfue,  there  is 
one  objeCt,  that  will  deferve  his  attention,  and  will  require  the  patient’s. 
This  difeafe  is  not  the  effeCt  of  any  fudden  accidental  caufe;  it  is  the  effeCt 
of  reiterated  errors  in  diet,  or  in  conduCt,  which,  by  weakening  the  organs  of 
digeftion,  and  otherwile  difordering  the  animal  functions,  have  affeCted  the 

* R Aloes  Soccotrin.  3J* 

Rad.  Rhabarb. 
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fecretions  of  their  juices,  and  perhaps  the  organs  themfelves,  in  fuch  a 
manner,  as  to  require  a fteady  perfeverance  in  the  ufe  of  fuch  medicines,  as 
experience  has  fuggefted  are  moil  likely  to  reftore  them  to  full  health. 

This  change  cannot  be  effected  fpeedily ; it  requires  a patient  obfervance 
of  proper  regimen,  in  refpedt  both  to  medicine  and  diet.  The  former  ought, 
therefore,  to  be  fo  contrived,  as  to  be  taken  without  difguft  for  feveral 
weeks  together,  and  to  be  repeated  at  proper  diftances,  till  the  end  is  obtained, 
digeftion  rightly  performed,  and  the  bile  fecreted  and  difcharged  as  health 
requires  ; by  which  means,  all  that  train  of  evils,  which  are  the  confequences 
of  its  detention  and  diftempered  (late,  will  be  gradually  removed. 

The  benefits  refulting,  in  many  cafes,  from  the  ufe  of  the  mineral  waters, 
when  drunk  in  proper  quantity,  and  for  a proper  length  of  time,  are  undoubted 
proofs  of  the  utility  of  perfeverance  in  the  ufe  of  fuch  medicines  as  may  appear, 
at  firft  fight,  of  no  great  efficacy,  yet,  if  well  diredted,  and  fteadily  purfued, 
will,  at  length,  obtain  the  moll  fubftantial  advantages. 

There  is  another  part  of  our  affiftance,  which  is  not  lefs  neceffary,  in  this 
cafe,  than  medicine,  to  a perfedt  recovery,  which,  perhaps,  is  too  often  dif- 
regarded  both  by  the  patient  and  phyfician  ; and  if  I have  fometimes  fuc- 
ceeded  in  removing  many  complaints  of  this  nature,  where  very  judicious 
prefcriptions  had  been  ufed  in  vain,  it  has  been  by  entering  more  minutely 
into  that  part  of  prefcription,  which  depended  on  the  patient’s  own  condudt, 
than  by  the  ufe  of  medicines  of  greater  efficacy  than  thofe  which  had  been 
prefcribed  by  others. 

We  are,  perhaps,  too  ready,  in  chronic  cafes,  where  digeftion  is  concerned, 
to  confide  in  the  materia  medicai  and  judge  it  fufficient  to  feledt  and  enjoin 
fuch  articles  in  our  prefcriptions,  as  are  of  known  ufe  in  fuch  cafes.  But 
unlefs  the  whole  plan  of  diet,  both  in  kind  and  quantity,  are  made  to  confpire 
with  medical  prefcription,  the  benefits  arifing  from  this  are  hourly  annihi- 
lated by  negledt  or  indulgence. 

It  is  not  folely  with  a view  to  the  cure  of  this  fick  head-ach,  of  which  I 
have  been  treating,  that  I wiffi  to  offer  fome  general  refledtions  on  the  dietetic 
part  of  medicine,  and  to  point  out  the  neceffary  reftridtions,  in  order  to  its 
cure;  but  likewife,  as  they  may  be  of  fome  importance  in  the  management  of 
many  other  chronic  and  anomalous  difeafes*  as  well,  as  for  the  prefervation 
of  health  in  general. 

Nothing  is  of  fo  much  confequence  to  invalids,  and  the  more  delicate  of 
both  fexes,  as  attention  to  quantity. — There  are  many  people,  who  feem  to 
be  poffeffed  of  fuch  powers  of  digeftion,  as  to  be  under  no  reftraints  on  that 
account,  and  who  never  feel  themfelves  incommoded,  either  with  quantity, 
or  the  moft  heterogeneous  qualities  of  their  food.  They  rife  from  the  mod 
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plentiful  mixed  and  rich  repafts,  without  any  kind  of  apparent  uneafinefs. 
But  this  is  not  the  cafe  with  the  generality — they  are  affe&ed  with  uneafi- 
nefs, fome  in  one  way,  fome  another,  by  the  unnatural  load.  And  how 
often  do  we  hear  fuch  complaining  of  the  ill  effe&s  of  this  or  that  particular 
kind  of  diet,  when  perhaps  their  fufferings  arife  from  the  quantity  of  all,  rather 
than  the  difagreement  of  any. 

It  demands  attention  to  obferve  that  juft  medium,  and  no  lefs  refolution  to 
keep  to  it,  which  the  ftornach  invariably  points  out  in  refped  to  quantity. 
The  how  much  muft  be  determined  by  every  individual ; and  thofe  who  are 
happy  enough  to  abftain  at  the  firft  fenfation  of  fatiety,  have  made  great  pro- 
grefs  in  the  art  of  maintaining  fuch  a command  of  appetite,  as,  under  moft 
chronic  indifpofitions,  is  one  of  the  greateft  aids  of  recovery ; and  in  health, 
is  one  of  the  fureft  prefervatives  againft  them. 

It  is  a dodrine,  however  trite  and  familiar,  which  cannot  be  too  ftrongly 
inculcated;  as  a negled  of  this  attention  to  the  quantity  of  food  proportioned 
to  the  necefiity  of  each  individual,  is  fooner  or  later  followed  with  the  moft 
ferious  confequences.  To  the  ftrong  and  robuft  inflammatory  difeafes  happen, 
and  all  fuch  as  proceed  from  plenitude  and  acrimony  combined,  as  the  gout, 
and  many  other  chronic  indifpofitions.  To  the  more  tender  and  delicate,  it  is 
the  parent  of  a numerous  progeny  of  diftempers,  affeding  both  body  and 
mind;  there  is  fcarcely  a malady  that  can  be  named,  which  either  does  not 
originate  from  this  negled  of  diet,  or  is  not  increafed  by  it,  till  the  difeafe  at 
length  bids  defiance,  even  to  temperance  itfelf,  and  all  prefcription. 

What  renders  this  attention,  to  invalids  of  this  order,  ftill  the  more  neceffary 
is,  that  they  are  often  fubjed  to  a falfe  appetite,  to  a craving  that  does  not  arife 
from  the  demands  of  health,  but  from  the  morbid  picquancy  of  the  juices  in 
the  ftornach,  which  prompts  them  to  eat  more,  and  more  frequently  than  nature 
requires.  Whence  it  happens  that  fuch  people  are  often  difpofed  to  take  in 
much  more  than  can  be  digefted,  to  devour  their  food,  rather  than  eat  it ; by 
which  means  their  fufferings  are  increafed  ; the  difeafe  gains  ground,  defeats 
every  purpofe  of  the  phyfician,  and  leads  them  into  fome  permanent  and  in- 
curable malady. 

And  ftiould  the  patients  have  admitted  an  opinion  (and  fuch  an  opinion 
occurs  but  too  often)  that  their  recovery  will  be  aided  by  taking  in  a greater 
fhare  of  food,  their  misfortune  is  complete.  Thefe  are  not  ideal  traits  in  the 
hiftory  of  the  fick ; they  are  known  to  be  but  too  true  by  every  phyfician  of 
obfervation  ; and  they  cannot  be  mentioned  too  often,  or  with  too  much  fer- 
vency, for  the  fake  of  thofe  who  are  liable  to  become  the  victims  of  appetite 
or  inattention. 

Early  habits  of  felf-command  are  of  the  utmoft  benefit  to  all ; and  even 
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thofe  who  do  not  feel  any  immediate  diftrefs  from  the  utmoft  repletion  at 
prefent,  would  find  it  their  intereft  to  be  moderate  and  difcreet. 

The  cuftoms  of  countries,  in  refpeCt  to  meals,  are  different.  Breakfaff, 
dinner,  and  fupper  have  been,  in  this  country,  habitual.  Suppers,  at  prefent, 
are  difcouraged  among  the  affluent ; and  excefflve  ones,  fuch  as  have  been 
in  ufe  among  our  anceftors,  very  probably  with  good  reafon  ; yet  there  are 
fome  conftitutions  to  which  this  pra6tice  may  not  be  beneficial : two  very 
moderate  meals,  at  a fuitable  diftance,  may  perhaps  be  digefted  with  much 
more  eafe  than  one  full  meal,  and  be  made  more  confident  with  the  duties  of 
life  in  various  fituations.  From  obfervation,  I am  led  to  fufpeCt,  that  when 
people  affure  us  they  eat  no  fuppers,  that  it  would  be  better  for  them  if  they 
did,  than  to  opprefs  nature  with  a cumbrous  load,  that  may  be  much  more 
detrimental. 

The  general  breakfaff  of  people,  from  the  higheft  to  the  loweft,  is  tea, 
coffee,  or  chocolate.  I fay  general,  becaufe  there  are  many  exceptions;  fome 
for  one  reafon,  fome  for  others,  making  choice  of  other  fubftitutes,  as  their 
inclinations  or  opinions  guide  them. 

To  the  articles  I have  mentioned,  bread  of  fome  kind,  with  more  or  lefs 
butter  and  fugar,  are  commonly  joined  to  make  up  the  meal.  It  would  take 
up  more  of  your  and  my  time  than  we  have  to  fpare,  and  make  a volume  of 
no  fmall  fize,  to  enter  into  a minute  confideration  of  thefe  affairs.  We  are 
often  afked,  and  not  improperly,  what  our  opinion  is  of  thefe  articles  refpec- 
tively,  in  refpeft  to  their  being  more  or  lefs  wholefome  ? Perhaps  the  mod 
pertinent  anfwer  in  common  would  be,  that  which  is  reported  of  the  late 
Dr.  Mandeville,  of  famous  memory,  who  being  often  the  convivial  gueft,  I 
think  it  was  of  one  of  the  firft  Earls  of  Macclesfield,  was  frequently  interro- 
gated on  the  fubjeCt  of  diet : DoCtor,  is  this  wholefome  ? Does  your  Lordfhip 
like  it  ? Yes.  Does  it  agree  with  your  Lordfflip  ? Yes.  Why  then  it  is 
wholefome. 

Perhaps  this  is  the  beft  direction  that  can  be  given,  provided  we  can  caution 
the  enquirer  againft  the  too  much. 

From  many  inconteftable  proofs,  that  butter  in  confiderable  quantities  is 
injurious,  it  is  lefs  ufed  in  many  families.  It  is  found,  by  many,  to  be  very 
difficult  of  digeftion,  efpecially  when  toafted  before  the  fire,  or  fried,  as  well 
as  in  fauces.  Many  people,  apparently  robuft,  and  whofe  organs  of  digeftion 
are  ftrong,  often  find  themfelves  much  difordered  by  large  quantities  of  butter. 
Nothing  more  fpeedily  and  effectually  gives  the  fick  head-ach,  and  Ibmetimes 
within  a very  few  hours.  After  breakfaff,  if  much  toaft  and  butter  has  been 
ufed,  it  begins  with  a Angular  kind  of  glimmering  in  the  fight ; objects  fwiftly 
changing  their  apparent  pofition,  furrounded  with  luminous  angles,  like  thofe 
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of  a fortification.  Giddinefs  comes  on,  head-ach,  and  ficknefs.  An  emetic, 
and  warm  water,  foon  wafli  off  the  offending  matter,  and  remove  thefe  diforders. 
Thefe  are  circumftances  that  often  happen  to  people  who  are  inattentive  to 
the  quantity  of  butter  they  eat  at  breakfaft ; and  which  are  very  often  at- 
tempted to  be  cured  by  very  different  remedies,  and  improper  ones.  A fud- 
den  giddinefs,  let  it  arife  from  what  caufe  it  may  (and  it  arifes  oftener,  I 
believe,  from  fome  diforder  in  the  ftomach,  than  from  all  other  caufes  put  to- 
gether) is  a fufficient  motive  to  call  the  furgeon ; who  muft  have  a large  fhare 
of  difmtereftednefs  and  fkill,  not  to  be  compelled  to  bleed  the  patient,  fome- 
times  under  circumftances  that  do  not  admit  of  it  with  impunity. 

A moderate  quantity  of  frefh  butter,  with  bread  expofed  as  little  to  the 
fire  as  poflible,  or  not  at  all,  but  ufed  cold,  appears  to  me  to  be  wholefome; 
it  is  capable  of  becoming,  with  the  other  aliments,  as  foft  and  inoffenfive 
chyle,  perhaps,  as  any  part  of  diet. 

The  fame  thing  may,  perhaps,  be  faid  of  coffee  as  of  tea ; the  heat,  the 
ftrength,  and  the  quantity,  make  it  unwholefome  or  otherwife.  There  are 
nations  who  almoft  live  upon  it,  as  others  do  on  tea;  amongft  neither  do  we 
meet  with  difeafes,  that  can  juftly  be  afcribed  to  thefe  ingredients  in  the  com- 
mon courfe  of  living. 

Chocolate  may  feem  to  require  more  confideration.  It  is,  as  we  all  know, 
the  fruit  of  a tree  growing  in  the  Weft  Indies,  ground  into  a pafte,  with  other 
ingredients,  and  ferves  as  repaft  to  multitudes  of  people  of  all  conditions. 
It  has  not  been  obferved,  I believe,  that  thofe  who,  in  this  manner,  make 
chocolate  a part  of  their  food,  are  fubjedl  to  any  particular  diftempers.  It  may 
be  confidered  therefore  as  a wholefome  kind  of  breakfaft  to  thofe  who  like  it, 
and  with  whom  it  agrees.  It  is  of  an  un£luous  nature,  therefore  little  or  no 
butter  fhould  be  ufed  with  it.  Were  it  commonly  made  thinner  than  is  the 
general  pradtice,  and  a large  proportion  of  milk  added,  it  would  feem  to  be 
much  more  proper  for  common  ufe,  than  as  it  is  generally  ferved  up  at 
prefent. 

To  all  thefe  fugar  is  for  the  moft  part  a neceffary  addition  : and,  perhaps, 
much  depends  on  the  quantity  of  this  addition,  whether  they  are  to  be  ftyled 
wholefome  or  otherwife.  Nothing  is  more  common  than  to  hearperfons  com- 
plaining of  the  heart-burn  after  breakfaft,  afcribing  it  to  the  tea,  or  the  other 
articles  they  have  been  drinking.  The  liquors  themfelves  have  no  fhare,  or 
very  little,  in  producing  this  complaint.  It  arifes  from  the  bread,  the  butter, 
the  fugar,  in  conjunction  ; and  is  a proof  that  more  of  fome  of  thefe,  or  all 
of  them  together,  have  been  taken  than  the  ftomach  could  digeft  : and  this 
circumftance  ought  to  be  a Handing  monitor  againft  excefs  in  quantity,  even 
of  things  deemed  the  moft  inoffenfive. 
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Coffee*  perhaps,  is  an  exception  to  what  was  faid  above,  that  the  liquors 
themfelves  have  little  or  no  fhare  in  producing  the  heart-burn.  Coffee  made 
fweet  feldom  fails  to  produce  it ; and  it  would  be  right  to  ufe  as  little  fugar 
with  it  as  poffible. 

The  effeXs  of  improper  conduct  in  refpeX  to  thofe  things  which  now  condi- 
tute  our  breakfads,  are  of  little  confequence,  compared  with  thofe  which  arife 
from  the  well-covered  table  at  noon.  The  indulgences  of  breakfaft  fupply  but 
very  few  materials  for  dedruXion.  The  repeated  exceffes  at  dinner  are  ferious 
affairs.  It  has  been  thought  that  more  people  fuffered  by  hard  drinking,  than 
immoderate  eating.  My  obfervation  leads  me  to  take  the  oppoflte  fide.  At 
prefent,  indeed,  the  former  practice  is  generally  banifhed  to  the  vulgar ; but 
whilft  it  prevailed  to  the  utmoft,  it  feems  to  me  that  more  were  injured  by 
excefs  of  diet,  than  of  drinking.  But  leaving  this  to  other  enquirers,  I hade 
to  a few  obfervations  on  a fubjeX  very  interefting  to  the  generality  of  man- 
kind. 

Though  I think  the  quantity  of  food  is  a matter  principally  to  be  regarded, 
yet  the  quality  is  not  a matter  of  indifference.  I am  not  to  be  ranked  among 
the  robuft  and  athletic  ; perhaps  I am  a good  deal  below  the  middle  point  of 
general  ftrength. 

It  was  neceffary  for  me  to  obferve  fome  management  in  refpeX  to  my  own 
health,  and  to  attend  to  the  juvantia  and  ladentia,  yet  without  adopting  it  as 
a rule,  that  others  ought  to  live  as  I found  was  mod  confident  with  my  drength 
and  ability.  A great  part  of  my  life  has  been  fpent  amongd  the  infirm  and 
invalid  : it  was  eafy,  it  was  neceffary  to  obferve  what  kind  of  diet,  what  kind 
of  conduX  was  proper  to  be  attended  to  by  the  generality.  From  this  fource  I 
have  endeavoured  to  draw  indruXion  and  for  the  benefit  of  fuch,  thefe  re- 
flexions are  offered. 

If  we  look  into  the  hidory  of  mankind  inhabiting  the  different  parts  cf  the 
globe,  fo  far  as  we  are  acquainted  with  it,  we  fliall  find  that  different  nations 
fubfid  on  kinds  of  diet  very  different  from  each  other  ; yet  all  enjoy  a degree 
of  health  that  is  competent  to  their  duties  in  life  in  the  countries  they  inhabit. 
A great  part  of  the  Eadern  world  is  principally  fubffded  by  rice  and  vegeta- 
bles. Many  countries  live  upon  fifh  ; others  on  a mixed  diet,  partly  animal, 
partly  vegetable.  Some  have  no  fermented  liquors,  others  ufe  none  elfe  ; yet 
all,  compared  with  each  other  in  the  fame  community,  are  healthy.  The 
Author  of  Nature  has  fo  formed  us,  and  condruXed  the  organs  of  digedion, 
that  we  can  gradually  accommodate  ourfelves  to  every  fpecies  of  aliment ; — 
live  on  rice,  on  vegetables,  on  animal  food  folely,  or  mixed  with  vegetables, 
without  differing  injury.  No  kind  of  food  hurts  us  ; we  are  capable  of  being 
accudomed  to  every  thing  j but  this  is  not  the  cafe  in  regard  to  quantity. 
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Nature,  by  degrees,  may  be  accuftomed  to  fubdue  and  change  into  nutri- 
ment almoft  every  part  of  the  creation  that  is  produced  ; but  to  quantity 
Are  yields  : if  there  is  not  fufficient,  decay  enfues  if  too  much  is  ufed,  fatal 
oppreflion. 

One  of  the  fir  ft  articles  of  diet  I fhall  mention,  is  bread  ; and  that  only  to 
fay,  that  to  digeft  it  properly,  if  taken  in  confiderable  quantities,  very  ftrong 
organs  are  requifite.  The  hufbandman  and  labourer  find  no  difficulties  in 
this  refpett ; but  to  many  others,  this  is  not  the  cafe.  In  weak  ftomachs, 
a large  proportion  of  bread  is  indigeftible ; it  turns  four,  produces  the  heart- 
burn, flatulencies,  and  interrupts  the  perfect  concoiftion  of  every  thing  elfe. 
This  is  not  owing  to  any  fuppofed  adulteration  in  common  (nor  do  I believe 
bread  is  adulterated  to  fuch  a degree  as  many  apprehend)  but  to  its  own  na- 
ture, which  requires  organs  of  a certain  ftrength,  to  aflimilate  it  properly  j and 
if  not  fo  affimilated,  it  happens,  as  in  many  other  cafes,  the  corruption  of 
what  is  good  makes  it  the  word  of  all  others. 

On  this  principle,  I have  endeavoured  to  inculcate  the  neceffity  of  paying 
much  attention  to  this  capital  article  of  diet,  to  valetudinaries  in  general ; 
never  to  abftain  from  it  wholly,  but  to  ufe  it  with  moderation  ; to  confider  it 
as  one  of  thofe  things  which,  fparingly  ufed,  was  extremely  neceflfary  and  bene- 
ficial ; if  otherwife,  the  fruitful  fource  of  many  complaints,  which  were  little 
fufpedted  to  arife  from  this  caufe. 

In  this  country  animal  food,  of  one  kind  or  another,  conftitutes  the  chief 
part  of  our  nourifliment.  That  there  are  fome  kinds  of  more  eafy,  fome  of 
harder  digeftion  than  others,  is  well  known  to  every  body.  Yet  I am  inclined 
to  think,  there  is  fcarcely  any  part  of  animal  diet  in  ufe,  that  would  not  occa- 
fionally  be  made  to  agree,  that  is,  to  be  digefted  without  much  difficulty,  if 
we  were  full  as  anxious  in  refpedt  to  excefs  of  quantity,  as  to  the  unfuitablenefs 
of  the  kind  ; at  leaft  this  opinion  correfponds  with  my  own  obfervation  and 
experience.  If  a perfon  eats  as  much  of  ham,  falted  beef,  or  bacon,  as  he 
ought  to  do  of  fifh  or  of  chicken,  he  may  fufler  by  it. 

The  article  of  puddings,  on  an  Englifh  table,  is  an  affair  of  confequence. 
After  a plentiful  dinner  of  animal  food,  rich  fweet  puddings,  deferts,  or  even 
fruit,  l'eem  a very  unnatural  and  improper  addition  ; more  efpecially  if  the 
puddings  are  baked : for  a little  butter,  long  expofed  to  the  heat  of  an  oven, 
becomes,  oftentimes,  a caufe  of  much  fuffering. 

Of  vegetables  it  will  be  neceflfary  to  fay  fomething.  The  rule  in  general  is, 
to  appeal  to  what  beft  agrees,  in  this  refpedt,  with  each  particular  conftitution. 

I have  only  one  fhort  caution  to  give  on  this  head. — Thofe  who  think  it 
neceflfary  to  pay  any  attention  to  their  health  at  table,  fhould  take  care  that 
the  quantity  of  bread,  and  of  meat,  and  of  puddings,  and  of  greens,  fhould 
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not  compofe  each  of  them  a meal,  as  if  fome  were  only  thrown  in  to  make 
weight ; but  carefully  to  obferve,  that  the  fum  of  all  together  do  not  exceed 
due  bounds,  or  incroach  upon  the  firft  feelings  of  fatiety. 

In  refpeCt  to  fruit,  I apprehend  it  is  a molt  injurious  practice  to  eat  it,  as 
is  generally  done,  after  a plentiful  meal.  There  are  fome  people  who  may  be 
happy  enough  not  to  feel  themfelves  incommoded  by  any  quantity  they  can  take ; 
but  this  is  not  the  cafe  with  the  generality,  to  whom  I appeal  for  the  proof  of 
this  aflertion. 

Fruit  was  given  us  for  ufe,  as  well  as  pleafure;  to  contribute  to  our  health, 
not  to  hurt  it.  The  forenoon  feems,  of  all  others,  the  molt  fuitable  feafon, 
unlefs  it  is  taken  inftead  of  a meal.  This  I believe  is  the  cuftom  in  many  parts 
of  the  world,  and  feems  molt  confiftent  with  health  and  right  reafon.  This, 
and  another  cuftom  which  I believe  prevails  in  France,  I fhould  be  glad  to  fee 
introduced  into  England  more  generally,  for  fome  families  have  long  been  in 
the  practice  of  it ; which  is,  to  drink  what  may  be  necefiary,  what  health  or 
inclination  requires,  during  the  repaft,  and  then  to  difmifs  the  bottle  entirely. 

It  might  feem  not  improper,  in  this  place,  to  mention  my  opinion  of  the 
different  kinds  of  liquors,  refpeCting  their  comparative  advantages ; but  this 
might  likewife  demand  a volume.  It  muft  be  left  at  laft  to  the  experience  of 
the  individual. 

The  lefifer  quantity  of  fermented  liquors  we  accuftom  ourfelves  to,  the 
better. 

To  abftain  from  fpirits  of  every  kind,  however  diluted,  as  much  as  may  be. 

Where  mild,  well-brewed  beer  agrees,  to  keep  to  it,  as  beverage. 

Where  water  does  not  difagree,  to  value  the  privilege,  and  continue  it. 

In  refpeCt  to  wine,  cuftom,  for  the  moft  part,  will  decide.  The  lefs  the 
excefs  in  quantity,  the  more  confiftent  with  health  and  long  life. 

Punch  is  a favourite  with  many; — if  weak,  in  hot  bilious  conftitutions,  when 
naturally  fo,  or  which  become  fuch  by  a long  refidence  in  warm  climates,  it 
feems  not  to  be  an  unwholefome  compofition.  Like  what  has  been  faid  of 
cfiet  in  general,  fo  likewife  it  may  be  added  in  refpect  to  liquors  : it  is  the 
quantity,  in  common,  that  does  more  harm  than  the  kind  ; and  people,  efpe- 
cially  in  the  fore-part  of  life,  cannot  be  too  felicitous  to  Ihun  the  firft  temp- 
tations to  the  love  of  fpirituous  liquors. 

There  is  another  repaft  which,  fince  the  introduction  of  tea,  is  become  a kind 
of  necefiary  of  life,  and  as  much  expected  in  every  family  as  the  other  ufual 
meals  themfelves.  It  may  not,  perhaps,  be  wholly  improper  to  fuggeft  fome 
confiderations  refpedting  the  ufe  of  tea  and  coffee  after  dinner.  If  we  may 
-judge  from  various  circumftances,  from  the  time  of  dinner,  digeftion  is  per- 
forming during  the  courfe  of  feveral  hours.  This  operation  requires  labour 
io  and 
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and  time  in  performing  it,  more  or  lefs,  in  proportion  to  the  quantity  of 
food  taken  in,  and  the  powers  of  digeRion.  Much  food  taken  into  a weak  Ro- 
mach,  requires  a greater  length  of  time,  if  it  is  digeRed  at  all,  than  where  lefs 
has  been  received. 

Whilft  that  power,  which  we  call  nature,  is  performing  this  talk,  a fecond 
meal  is  added,  which,  though  of  a lighter  quality,  adds  to  the  quantity,  and  as 
it  muR  be  aflimilated  to  the  chyle  now  forming,  is  an  additional  burthen. 
To  the  robuR  this  may  appear  trifling,  it  is  not  felt ; but  to  thofe  who  may 
be  faid  to  be  barely  not  valetudinary,  it  is  a matter  of  fome  confequence. 

It  is  thought  by  many,  that  tea  afliRs  digeRion,  by  the  additional  Rimulus 
of  its  quantity  j it  may  excite  the  Romach  and  duodenum  to  pafs  the  digeRing 
food  fooner  than  they  otherwife  would  have  done,  and  fooner  than  the  chyle  is 
properly  elaborated ; — it  may  perhaps  afliR  in  carrying  off  flatulency,  and  the 
food  together.  This,  at  leaR,  is  my  opinion  of  it ; and  I therefore  think  the 
fubjefts  of  whom  I have  been  fpeaking,  ought  to  drink  either  tea  or  coffee 
with  great  moderation  j never  to  make  it  fweet,  coffee  efpecially  j and  to  eat 
with  it  as  feldom  as  poflible.  For  either  fweet  cakes,  cakes  of  any  kind,  or 
butter  in  any  proportion,  rather  retard  digeRion  than  promote  it.  The  only 
proper  time  to  drink  either  tea  or  coffee,  or  any  fuch  beverage,  with  fafety 
or  advantage,  is  to  take  it  as  foon  after  dinner  as  poflible,  and  inRead  of 
fitting  down  to  the  bottle.  This  is  one  of  thofe  cuRoms,  which  perhaps  might 
be  adopted  by  us,  with  fewer  difadvantages  than  many  of  the  fafhions  we 
receive  from  our  neighbours.  As  on  the  due  performance  of  digeRion  depends 
much  of  our  health,  eafe,  and  profpeft  of  longevity  ; fo  we  ought  moR  Rudioufly 
to  avoid  every  thing  that  has  a probable  chance  of  interrupting  it. 

I have  proviflonally  recommended  fuppers  to  the  objefts  of  thefe  remarks  j 
as  thinking  that  nature  can  effe£t  that  eafily  at  twice,  which  at  once  would 
caufe  fome  degree  of  diRrefs.  I have  had  occafion  to  remark  to  you,  that  the 
robuR  are  not  perfectly  fecure  from  the  dangerous  effefls  of  a full  meal. 
Apoplexies,  perhaps,  proceed  more  frequently  from  this  caufe,  than  all  the 
reR  put  together.  If  perfons  feel  no  injury  from  eating  twice  a day,  neither 
from  a meal  fuflicient  to  ferve  the  purpofes  of  health  taken  at  once,  let  them 
perfevere  in  the  practice..  Experience,  cautioufly  attended  to,  is  moR  certainly 
the  beR  guide.  From  one  caufe  or  another,  the  praftice  appears  to  increafe, 
of  abRaining  from  fuppers  entirely,  and  is  rather  to  be  encouraged  in  the 
general.  For  thofe  who  have  but  little  command  over  themfelves  at  dinner, 
ought  not  to  have  the  farther  temptation  to  exceed  what  is  right  at  a fecond 
meal.  Where  difcretion  prevails,  and  efpecially  in  perfons  of  bufinefs  where 
attention  is  required,  the  plan  I have  propofed  would  feem  more  proper,  to 
divide  the  meals  i efpecially  fuch  whofe  occupations  require  the  full  and  im- 
mediate exercife  of  every  faculty  v 
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To  defcribe  in  detail  what  would  be  proper  for  the  purpofe,  belongs  not 
to  this  place.  I will  only  mention,  that  the  lefs  it  is  in  quantity,  and  the 
lighter  in  kind,  the  better.  Many  of  the  perfons  I have  defcribed,  will  not 
bear  liquid  fuppers  fo  well  as  folids.  Indeed  the  volume  hurts  them  as  much 
as  any  thing.  Broth,  gruel,  panada,  and  the  like,  feldom  are  eafy  to  them, 
and  feem  to  difagree,  by  becoming  flatulent  and  oppreffive, 

I will  detain  you  no  longer  than  to  mention  a circumftance  in  which  I am 
concerned,  and  which  one  day  or  other  may  pofTibly  be  your  fate ; and  I truft 
you  will  therefore  allow  me  to  expofe  a Bookfeller’s  impofition. 

I would  obferve,  that  feveral  years  ago,  a pamphlet  was  publifhed  under  the 
title  of  Rules  for  the  Prefervation  of  Health,  &c. ; it  confifts  of  parts  taken  from 
Dr.  Mackenzie’s  Rules  of  Health , and  extracts  from  feveral  other  Authors : it 
was  the  produce  of  an  eminent  Bookfeller’s  fon,  who  being  in  want  of  a little 
ready  cafh,  threw  thefe  together,  and  publifhed  them  under  a name  as  near 
like  mine  as  he  dared  to  do  *,  and  which  has  been  tortured  fince  into  as  many 
likeneffes  as  the  change  of  a few  letters  would  allow  him.  Many  people  have 
purchafed  it,  under  an  opinion  that  it  was  mine;  and  againft  this  impofition 
I wifh  to  enter  a caveat,  where  I believe  it  will  remain,  as  long  as  any  books 
in  our  profeflion  are  read.  Having  informed  the  Public  oftener  than  once 
of  its  fpurious  origin — the  title  has  been  reprinted,  and  the  name  varied 
every  time.  As  you,  Gentlemen,  are  all  of  you  liable  to  a fimilar  treatment, 
you  muff  make  my  cafe  your  own  ; and  permit  me  to  declare,  that  the  tradt 
in  queflion  is  a barefaced  impofition. 

* The  Title-page  now  before  me  is — “ Rules  for  the  Prefervation  of  Health;  being  the  Refult 
**  of  many  Years  Practice.  By  J.  Forthercell.  The  Sixth  Edition,  with  the  following  Ad- 
*•  ditions: 

,e  I.  Above  Two  Hundred  of  the  moft  approved  Receipts  for  all  Diforders  incident  to  Mankind. 

“ II.  Dr.  Jurin’s  Account  of  the  Effedt  of  Soap  Lye,  taken  inwardly,  for  the  Stone. 

“ III.  The  Hiltory  of  Mrs.  Stephens’s  Medicines,  and  her  Original  Receipt  for  the  Cure  of  the 
s‘  Stone. 

**  IV.  The  prefent  new  Method  of  Inoculation,  the  Small  Pox,”  fay]  omitted, — “ and  alfo  in 
**  the  Natural  Way.” 

The  Title-page  is  here  given  at  full  length,  as  it  may  alfift  the  Public  in  guarding  againft  the 
impofture.  I have  feen  the  fourteenth  edition  of  the  Title-page.  Sometimes  my  name  is  printed 
as  above,  fometimes  S.  Fothergili.  ; fometimes  M.  D.  is  added;  with  many  other  variations, 
none  of  them  exadlly  correfponding  to  the  name  and  defignation,  yet  all  of  them  retaining  fuck 
a iimilitude,  as  to  impofe  upon  the  inattentive  part  of  the  Public. 
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Cure  of  FLUXES,  by  fmall  Dofes  of  Ipecacuanha, 


Read,  Auguft  21,  1780*. 


To  the  Medical  Society  in  London, 


IF  the  following  remarks  on  the  ufe  of  ipecacuanha,  in  the  cure  of  diar* 
rhceas,  appear  to  you  not  improper  to  make  a part  of  your  next  volume, 
they  are  wholly  at  your  difpofal.  It  may  feem  to  be  an  unneceflary  bufinefs 
to  fay  more  on  this  fubject,  than  has  already  been  offered  by  others  ; but  as  I 
think  I have  obferved  this  medicine,  as  well  as  rhubarb,  to  be  ufed  in  thefe 
cafes  fometimes  improperly,  I thought  it  might  be  doing  fome  fervice  to  the 
young  practitioner,  to  point  out  the  means  by  which  he  might  belt  avail 
liimfelf  of  thefe  ufeful  auxiliaries.  I am. 

With  much  deference  and  refpeCt, 

Your  friend  and  colleague. 


Lea  Hall , 1780. 


J.  Fothergill, 


I T is  not  intended  to  defcribe  the  different  kinds  of  fluxes  that  occur  in 
practice,  in  which  the  ipecacuanha  may  be  ufed  with  advantage.  An  habitual 
diarrhoea,  depending  on  fome  irritating  acrimony  of  the  juices,  accompanied 
with  great  weaknefs  and  irritability  of  the  bowels  (whatever  may  have  given  rife 
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to  fuch  a flate  of  both)  feems  to  be  the  proper  objeft  of  fuch  a treatment  as 
I mean  to  propofe,  and  which  has  fucceeded  in  a variety  of  cafes,  which  have 
obftinately  withstood  the  efficacy  of  very  oppofite  remedies.  We  meet  with, 
perfons  of  both  fexes,  and  different  ages,  who,  from  a variety  of  caufes,  have 
long  been  fubjed  to  habitual  diarrhoeas  ; fometimes  accompanied  with  fick- 
nefs,  bitter  tafte,  furred  tongue,  and  fome  degree  of  fever;  and  fometimes 
without  thefe  fymptoms,  yet  both  fubjed  to  frequent  difcharges,  often  in  the 
morning,  fometimes  in  the  night,  and  generally  after  taking  any  quantity  of 
aliment,  whether  liquid  or  folid.  It  is  not  always  that  the  flools  are  accom- 
panied with  pain  ; but  their  frequency  and  continuance  exhauft  the  ftrength, 
and  emaciate  the  habit. 

If  the  vifcera  are  not  injured  in  their  ffirudure,  and  become  unable  to  perform 
their  fundions,  much  benefit  may  often  be  found  from  the  following  procefs  : 

Let  a grain,,  one  and  an  half,  or  two,  of  Ipecac,  be  given  in  Aq.  Alexit.  fimp. 
or  any  other  vehicle,  in  bed,  in  a morning. — This  will  fometimes  ad  as  an 
emetic,  and  bring  up  bile  ; fometimes  it  proves  cathartic,  and  gives  a few 
motions  downwards  extraordinary.  In  either  cafe,  a fmall  bafon  of  thin  gruel 
may  be  taken,  gently  to  promote  its  operation. 

At  night  an  anodyne  fhould  be  given,  if  there  be  nothing  to  forbid  it;  rather 
a warm  and  cordial  one,  than  a fimple  anodyne.  Confed.  Damocrat.  Theriac. 
Androm.  or  Philonium,  as  the  cafe  may  feem  to  require. 

By  this  means  an  undifturbed  night  is  generally  obtained,  at  leaft  the  dofe 
of  the  anodyne  ought  to  be  fuch  as  to  enfure  it.  The  ipecacuanha  may  be 
repeated  or  omitted  the  next  morning,,  according  to  its  operation  the  preceding 
day.  If  vehement,  either  upwards  or  downwards,  omit  it  till  the  morning 
following  ; but  repeat  the  anodyne  at  bed-time.. 

It  mod:  commonly  happens,  that  a.  very  few  doles  of  thefe  medicines,  with 
proper  attention  to  regimen,  gradually  reftrain  thefe  difcharges.  And  the 
fame  procefs,  at  longer  intervals  between  the  dofes  of  ipecacuanha,  generally 
put  a flop  to  them,  both  fafely  and  effectually*. 

I have  feen  the  like  dofes  of  ipecacuanha  given  every  fix  hours,  in  fome  fuch 
cafes ; five,  fix,  or  feven  grains  in  others ; the  vitrum  antimonii  cerat.  in 
others  ; — and  what  has  been  the  confequence  ? An  increafe  of  that  very  diforder 
which  they  were  intended  to  cure  ; as  might  juftly  have  been  expected,  had  the 
preferibers  allowed  themfelves  time  to  reflect.  There  was  not  fufficient  time 
allowed  for  the-medicines  to  have  their  due  effed,  and  no  more.  They  excited 
a con  hunt  difpofition  to  purging,  which  made  it  difficult  to  determine  how 
much  proceeded  from,  the  medicine,  how  much  from  the  difeafe.  Ipecacuanha 
given  thus,  in  fmall  dofes,  evacuates  gently,  and  without  weakening.— -If  the 
liojiiaoh  is.  loaded-  with  impurities,  they  are  brought  up  if  the  inteflines,  it: 
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aits  as  a gentle  purgative. — But  thefe  feem  not  to  be  the  whole  of  its  efficacy  j 
it  aits  as  a diaphoretic  it  promotes  the  difcharge  of  the  perfpirable  matter, 
by  thofe  emunitories,  through  which  it  ought  to  pafs ; and  leflens,  by  this 
means,  the  quantity  of  acrimonious  fluid  tending  unnaturally  to  the  inteftines ; 
a conftant  aggravation,  if  not  the  moft  frequent  caufe,,  of  fuch  maladies  j as 
we  feldom  find  that  either  the  milder  or  more  malignant  fluxes  are  effeitually 
cured,  till  the  fkin  becomes  foft,  and  a free  perfpiration  is  reftored. 

In  refpeit  to  regimen,  one  injunction  will  be  found  efiential  : — That  is,  to 
have  ftriit  regard  to  quantity  : for  let  the  diet  be  never  fo  wifely  appropriated;, 
if  the  quantity  is  confiderable,  it  will  be  in  hazard,  by  its  bulk,  or  its  weight, 
of  aiting  as  a ftimulant ; in  another  word,  as  a purgative : if  animal  food 
be  allowed,  enjoin  the  patient,  as  much  as  poffible,  to  confine  himfelf,  for  a 
certain  time,  to  one  kind  only.  I have  known  inftances  where  this  attention 
alone  has>  effeited  a perfect  cure.  Mutton,  perhaps,  is  as  fuitable  a diet  as 
any  other  j and  fome  perfons  have  dined  on  mutton  only  for  a month  toge- 
ther, much  to  their  benefit.. 

It  is  fcarcely  neceflary  to  fuggeft,  that  fome  gentle  tonics  may  be  neceflary 
to  eftabliffi  general  health ; the  bark,  or  chalybeates,  as  the  circumftances 
may  require..  One  caution  may,  however,  be  of  ufe  : let  the  dofes  be  finall, 
and  continued  the  longer.  The  inteftines  being  left,  by  the  purging,  in  a 
very  tender  and  irritable  ftate,  will  feldom  bear,  what  might,  in  other  relpeits, 
be  deemed  only  a competent  dofe.  Befides,  the  patients  will  often  be  induced 
to  comply  with  rules  of  diet  and  conduit  with  tolerable  exaitnefs,  whilft  they 
are  taking  medicine,  in  hopes  of  giving  it  greater  effeit;  but  are  too  prone 
to  forget  regimen,  however  neceflary,,  the  moment,  they  are  releafed  from 
medicine, 

J.  F. 
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[Dr.  Fothergill  having  drawn  up  a Sketch  of  the  epidemic  difeafe  which 
appeared  at  London,  and  in  various  parts  of  the  nation,  towards  the  end  of 
the  year  1775,  an^  having  fent  printed  copies  thereof  to  feveral  phyficians, 
both  in  town  and  the  country,  in  order  to  obtain  a more  complete  hiftory 
of  the  difeafe  5 this  Sketch,  and  alfo  the  Communications  of  feveral  of  his 
ingenious  Correfpondents  on  the  fame  fubjedt,  are  here  inferted,  being  thought 
well  worthy  a place  in  this  Colledtion  *.] 

A 

SKETCH 

OF  THE 

EPIDE  MIC  DISEASE, 

Which  appeared  in  London  towards  the  End  of  the  Year  1775. 


1.  A BOUT  the  beginning  of  the  Taft  month,  it  was  mentioned  to  me  in  many 
families,  that  mod  of  the  fervants  were  fickj  that  they  had  colds, 
coughs,  fore-throats,  and  various  other  complaints. 

1.  In  the  fpace  of  a week  thefe  complaints  became  more  general  few  fervants 
efcaped  them,  efpecially  the  men,  who  were  moft  abroad  ; many  of  the  other 
fex,  bkewife,  and  people  of  higher  conditions,  were  attacked:  nor  were  chil- 
dren exempted. 

3.  The  difeafe,  which  had  hitherto  been  either  left  entirely  to  itfelf,  or  had 
been  treated  with  the  ufual  domeftic  medicines  appropriated  to  colds,  now 
claimed  the  attention  of  the  Faculty,  and,  for  the  fpace  of  near  three  weeks, 
kept  them  for  the  moft  part  univerfally  employed. 
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4.  Moft  of  thofe  whom  I faw,  were  feized  (and  often  fo  fuddenly  as  to  be 
fenfible  of  the  attack)  with  a fwimming  or  flight  pain  in  the  head,  a forenefs  of 
the  throat,  and  all  over  the  body,  with  a fenfe  of  coldnefs,  particularly  in  the 
extremities.  A cough  foon  followed,  a running  of  the  nofe,  watery  eyes,  flight 
naufea,  frequent  calls  to  make  water,  and  fome  were  feized  with  a diarrhoea. 

5.  More  or  lefs  of  feverifh  heat,  inquietude,  pain  about  the  bread:,  prtecordia, 
and  in  the  limbs,  foon  fucceeded,  but  in  various  degrees.  Many  were  capable 
of  continuing  in  their  ufual  occupations  under  thefe  fymptoms ; others  were 
obliged  to  fubmit  to  confinement ; and  not  a few  to  their  beds. 

6.  The  tongue  was  always  moift ; the  (kin  feldom  remarkably  hot  or  dry; 
the  pulfe  often  full,  quick,  and  harder  than  one  would  have  expe&ed  from  fuch 
a temperature  of  the  (kin. 

7.  Several  were  feized  with  a diarrhoea  : the  (tools  were  always  black,  or  of 
a deep  yellow  colour ; and  fo  were  thofe,  for  the  moft  part,  which  were 
procured  by  purgative  medicines. 

8.  In  a few  days  every  complaint  abated,  except  the  cough  ; this  continued 
the  longed:  of  all  the  fymptoms,  and,  in  the  fore  part  of  the  night,  was  ex- 
ceedingly troublefome  and  vexatious ; towards  morning  generally- came  on  a 
fweat  and  eafy  expectoration. 

9.  Thofe  who  were  feized  at  fir(t  with  very  copious  defluxions  from  the 
nofe  and  the  fauces ; or  had  a plentiful  and  fpontaneous  difcharge  of  black 
bilious  (tools;  or  made  large  quantities  of  a high-coloured  urine;  or  fweated 
profulely  of  their  own  accord,  a night  or  two  after  the  feizure,  foonefl:  grew 
well. 

10.  In  many  cafes  it  was  neceflary  to  take  away  fome  blood,  the  condition  of 
the  pulfe  and  vehemence  of  the  cough  requiring  it.  The  blood  was  almoft 
uniformly  fizy,  reprefenting  a flat  cake  of  yellowilh  tallow,  floating  in  a deep 
yellow  ferum.  Very  few  inftances  occurred  where  the  fize  formed  that  cup-like 
appearance  which  occurs  in  moft  of  the  genuine  inflammatory  diforders. 

11.  By  warmth,  diluting,  cooling  liquids,  mild  diaphoretics,  gentle  and  re- 
peated purgatives,  the  difeafe  for  the  mod:  part  foon  gave  way,  in  fubjeds 
otherwife  healthy.  Sometimes  it  was  neceflary  to  repeat  the  bleeding ; fome- 
times  blifters  became  neceflary,  and  were  ferviceabie  in  abating  the  cough, 
which  was  the  lad:  of  all  the  fymptoms  that  gave  way  : after  the  proper  eva- 
cuations, anodynes  for  the  mod:  part  had  very  falutary  effefts. 

12.  In  many  inftances  the  difeafe  aflumed  the  type  of  an  intermittent  towards 
its  decline : the  bark  however  did  not  generally  fucceed  in  curing  it.  The 
fymptoms,  as  often  happens  in  bilious  diforders,  were  fometimes  aggravated 
by  this  medicine.,  A few  dofes  of  fome  mild  cathartic  moft  commonly  removed 
it  effe&ually,. 
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13.  Many  who  negledted  themfelves,  and  went  abroad  with  the  diftemper 
upon  them,  frequently  got  additional  colds,  and  brought  on  a fever  of  the  mod 
dangerous  kind ; a few  died  phrenetic. 

14.  Ancient,  afthmatic  perfons,  were  likewife  great  fufferers  for  the  mod 
part : a peripneumonic  fever  came  gradually  on,  which  often  terminated  fa- 
tally. And  of  thofe  who  did  recover,  their  amendment  was  flow,  and  treatment 
difficult. 

15.  And  indeed  it  appeared  that  very  few  perfons  wholly  efcaped  the  influence 
of  this  morbid  conftitution  : for  it  feemed  to  aggravate  every  prefent  malady. 

16.  It  proved  fatal  likewife  to  feveral  very  young  children,  difpoflng  them 
to  violent  coughs  or  diarrhoeas. 

17.  Perhaps,  however,  there  is  fcarcely  an  inftance  to  be  met  with,  of 
any  epidemic  difeafe  in  this  city,  where  fo  many  perfons  were  feized,  and  in  fo 
ffiort  a time  ; and  with  fo  little  comparative  mortality. 

18.  Though  attempts  to  afcertain  the  caufes  of  epidemics  are,  for  the  moil 
part,  more  fpecious  than  fubftantial,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  mention  a few 
fadts  that  gained  my  attention  ; to  others  many  more  may  have  occurred, 
and  worthy  to  be  recorded.  During  the  greatefl;  part  of  the  fummer,  in  that 
part  of  the  country  where  I then  was  (Cheffiire)  the  air  was  of  the  moil  equal 
temperature  I ever  knew.  In  the  fpace  of  two  months  the  quickfllver  in  the 
thermometer  once  rofe  to  68,  once  fell  to  56  j but  for  fix  weeks  together  it 
kept  between  60  and  66  continually,  day  and  night. 

19.  The  barometer  did  not  vary  much  more.  The  weather  was,  during  this 
time,  very  changeable,  much  inclining  to  wet ; and,  though  it  rained  more 
or  lefs  almofi:  every  other  day  for  fix  weeks,  yet  upon  the  whole  no  unufual 
quantity  of  rain  fell  : it  funk  into  the  ground  as  it  fell,  and  made  the  earth 
very  foft  and  miry ; but  feldom  fwelled  the  brooks,  or  occafioned  floods. 

20.  During  this  time,  horfes  and  dogs  were  much  affiedted  j thofe  efpecially 
that  were  well  kept.  The  horfes  had  fevere  coughs,  were  hot,  forbore  eating, 
and  were  long  in  recovering.  Not  many  of  them  died,  that  I heard  of  ; but 
feveral  dogs. 

21.  To  the  confideration  of  the  Faculty  in  this  city,  is  this  Sketch  of  the  late 
Epidemic  fubmitted,  with  all  due  deference ; and  with  a requeft,  that  if  the 
obfervations  they  have  made  do  not  correfpond  with  this  recital,  they  will  be 
pleafed  to  communicate  their  remarks  while  the  remembrance  of  the  fadts  are 
recent ; in  order  that  as  exadt  an  account  of  this  difeafe  as  poffible  may  be 
tranfmitted  to  our  fuccefibrs. 

22.  If  thofe  Phyficians  in  the  country,  into  whofe  hands  this  Eflay  may 
come,  will  be  fp  obliging  as  to  mention  the  time  when  this  Epidemic  made 
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its  appearance  in  their  neighbourhood,,  and'  wherein  it  differed  from  the 
preceding  Sketch,  either  in  the  fymptoms  or  the  method  of  cure,  they  will 
likewife  contribute  to  the  fame  good,  purpofe.  The  united  obfervations  of  the 
Faculty  at  large  muff  greatly  exceed  the  utmofl  efforts  of  any  individual, 
however  warmly  he  may  be  difpofed  to  promote  the  utility  of  his  pro- 
feflion. 

John  Fothergill,. 

London, 

6th  Dec . 1775* 
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OBSE  RVATIONS 

.FROM 

VARIOUS  CORRESPONDENTS. 


Sir  JOHN  PRINGL  E,  Bart . 

4*.  THE  fpecies  that  I had  of  the  influenza  was  a fore  throat,  with  Fever 
and  (hooting  pains  through  the  back  part  of  my  head;  but  thefe  fymptoms 
were  never  followed  by  a cough.  I heard  of  feveral  others  who,  like  me,  had 
never  been  troubled  with  a cough,  and  only  with  this  inflammatory  angina. 

18.  I think  you  do  well  to  record  the  (late  of  the  weather  but  I think  the 
conclufion  ought  to  be,  that  the  fenfible  qualities  of  the  air  had  mod  probably 
no  (hare  in  producing  this  Epidemic,  I (hould  be  tempted  to  fay,  that  they  had 
evidently  no  part;  for  we  hear  of  the  fame  diftemper  having  been  in  Italy, 
France,  and  in  the  Low  Countries  ; and,  I doubt  not,  in  other  parts  of  Europe, 
had  we  inquired.  But  it  cannot  be  fuppofed  that  the  (late  of  the  atmofphere, 
either  as  to  weight,  heat,  or  moifture,  was  the  fame  every  where.  And  in  the 
fame  country  have  we  not  feen  it  rage  in  one  diilridl,  or  city,  whiLft  others, 
.at  no  great  diftance,  were  totally  free  ? Yet  between  the  found  and  the  fickly 
.there  could  be  no  confiderable  meteorological  difference.  My  conclufion, 
therefore,  (hould  be,  that  fuch  Epidemics  (of  which  there  have  been  four 
in  my  remembrance)  do  not  depend  on  any  principles  we  are  yet  acquainted 
■with,  but  upon  fome  others,  to  be  inveftigated,  and  by  fuch  means  as  Dr. 
Fothergill  very  properly  and  mod  commendably  propofes  to  be  done  by  the 
mnited  inquiries  of  his  brethren. 

* The  numbers  refer  to  thofe  in  the  preceding  Sketch. 


Dr. 
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Dr,.  H E B E R D,  E N. 

Dec.  16,.  1775;. 

THE  28th  of  Odlober  was  the  firft  day  on  which  the  late  epidemic  cold:; 
feized  upon  any  one  whom  I had  an  opportunity  of  obferving ; and,  at  the 
end  of  three  weeks  the  caufe,  whatever  it  was,  of  this  diftemper  was  So  far 
weakened,  as  to  be  incapable  of  infedting  thofe  who  had  efcaped  it  until  that 
time;  though  many,  who  had  fuffered  by  it  before,  continued  to  complain  of 
the  cough  and  hoarfenefs  much  longer.  The  violence  of  this  diftemper  ufually 
began  to  abate  in  five  or  fix  days.  - 

In  fome  it  began  with  a ficknefs  and  perpetual  vomiting,  which  were  the. 
forerunners  of  a fevere  degree  of  this  illnefs ; in  others  the  firft  fymptoms 
were  fneezing,  and  a copious  defluxion  from  the  nofe  and  eyes,  and  thefe  fuf- 
fered much  lefs,  and  were  fooner  recovered.  Many  complained  of  a hoarfenefs 
and  fore  throat,  and  of  a tightnefs,  opprefiion,  and  heat  of  their  breafts,  and  of 
feeling  pains  ih  various  parts,  particularly  in  their  heads,  fides,  and  backs* 
Almoft  every  one  of  thefe  patients  was  afflidted  with  a racking  cough  ; with  a 
fenfe  of  coldnefs  frequently  returning  upon,  them;  with  a failure  of  appetite 
and  of  fleep  ; and  with  a languor  and  weaknefs  much  greater  than  might  have 
been  expedted  from  the  effedls  of  any  of  the  other  fymptoms.  The  degree 
of  fever  was  feldom  great.  I faw  two  perfons  in  this  diftemper  who  had 
eruptions  upon  their  ikins  refembling  that  of  a fcarlet  fever.  In  two  or  three 
young  men  this  diforder  was  increafed  to  a dangerous  height,  and  became  a 
true  peripneumony,  attended  with  bloody  phlegm,,  and  manifeftly  requiring 
frequent  bleedings,  by  which  they  were  much  relieved.  Towards  the  middle 
or  end  of  this  illnefs  a few  were  attacked  with  intolerable  ftitches  in  their  fides. 
or  loins,  fo  that  for  two  or  three  days  they  were  confined  almoft  to  the  fame 
pofture,  and  if  they  were  neceflitated  to  change  it,  they  Ihewed  all  the  marks' 
of  exquifite  pain.  Lighter  cramps  in  the  legs,  and  arms  were  not  uncommon* 
at  the  going  off  of  this  malady. 

I knew  none  who  could  properly  be  fard  to  die  of  it ; but  it  feemed  to 
haften.  the  death  of  two  or  three  perfons,  whom  it  found  dying  of  age,  and  of. 
other  difeafes. 

The  keeping  quiet  within  doors,  together  with  an  abftinence  from  the  groffer 
foods,  and  from  heating  liquors,  was  all  which  the  generality  of  patients  re- 
quired. Small  quantities  of  an  opiate  were  very  ferviceable  in  allaying  the 
inceffant  teazing  of  the  cough,  and  in  quieting  the  reftleffnefs.  Where  the 
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fever,  01  any  of  the  fymptoms,  were  confiderable,  it  appeared  to  me  that 
bleeding  was  unqueftionably  ufeful,  and  lefiened  rather  than  increafed  the 
languor.  In  a few  it  was  neceflary,  befides  bleeding,  to  employ  blifters,  with 
the  other  ufual  remedies  for  inflammations  of  the  lungs. 


Sir  GEORGE  BAKER,  Bart ... 

IT  is  certain  that  many  people,  both  in  this  town  and  its  neighbourhood, 
were  attacked'  by  the  epidemic  dileafe  fome  days  preceding  the  20th  of 
October.  As  to  the  precife  day  when  I firfl:  heard  of  it,  I cannot  fpeak  of  it 
with  accuracy. 

Men,  confined  by  their  bufinefs  at  home,  fuffered  much  lefs  than  thofe  who 
were  expofed  to  the  air  ; and  women,  in  general,  lefs  than  men.  Very  young 
children  were  not  much  affe&ed  by  this  difeafe.  Boys  at  fchool  were  almoft 
univerfally  difordered.  Girls  at  fchool  (I  fuppofe  on  account  of  their  greater 
confinement)  were  remarkably  free  from  the  influence  of  this  conftitution ; at 
Ieaft,  were  not  fo  generally  attacked. 

Many  were  fuddenly  feized  with  great  giddinefs,  and  intenfe  pain  in  the 
head  j fome  with  a confiderable  naufea,  which  fometimes  continued  feveral  days. 
Some  few  had,  in  the  beginning,  fucceflive  rigours.  An  uncommon  languor, 
reftleflhefs,  and  anxiety,  feemed  to  be  the  general  chara&eriftics  of  this 
difeafe. 

I faw  none  whofe  firfl:  indifpofition  was  a diarrhoea.  Thofe  who  had  a 
diarrhoea,  had  firfl:  complained  of  the  common  fymptoms  of  a cold  which 
ceafing,  a diarrhoea  followed.  This,  in  fome,  arofe  even  to  a dyfentery. 
They  had  almofl:  conftant  pains  a little  above  the  navel,  and  a very  frequent 
evacuation  of  thin  excrement,  mixed  with  mucus.  This  was  my  cafe  in  par- 
ticular, and  that  of  feveral  whom  I vifited,  and  many  others,  a relation  of 
whofe  cafes  has  been  communicated  to  me. 

Dr.  Fothergill  fays,  the  tongue  was  always  white.  This  feems  too  general 
an  affertion  : at  Ieaft  the  contrary  happened  in  feveral  inftances  which  fell 
under  my  notice. 

The  blood,  in  the  beginning,  was  not  always  fizy  nor  did  I,  in  general, 
obferve  the  deep  yellow  Jerum  mentioned  by  Dr.  Fothergill.  Likewife  the  cup- 
like  appearance  of  the  crajfamentum  was  remarkable  in  feveral  cafes. 
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In  many  cafes  it  was  necefiary  to  take  away  blood,  even  three  or  four 
times,  on  account  of  the  violence  of  the  pleuritic  and  peripneumonic  fymp- 
toms. 

Clyfters,  frequently  injetted,  were  of  lingular  fervice. 

The  fever  having  fenfibly  remitted,  according  to  my  experience,  the  Peruvian 
bark  was  ufed  with  advantage.  And  likewife,  when  a languor  and  debility  (as 
frequently  happened)  continued  after  the  vehemence  of  the  difeafe  was  fubdued, 
this  proved  an  ufeful  remedy. 

Many  perfons,  even  now,  feel  the  effe&s  of  this  difeafe ; and  I know  feveral 
who  are  likely  to  die  tabid. 

Accounts  received  from  France,  Holland,  and  Germany,  give  us  reafon  to 
conclude,  that  this  Epidemic  was  much  more  fatal  in  other  countries  than  in 
this  ifland.  And  I believe  it  will  appear  that  it  was  more  fatal  in  feveral 
diftant  countries  than  in  this  metropolis  and  its  neighbourhood. 

January. , 1776. 


Dr.  HENRY  REYELL  REYNOLDS. 

1.  M Y wife  had  this  complaint  on  the  “23d  of  October,  and  on  the  ad  of 
November  I vifited  feveral  patients  who  had  laboured  under  it  for  fome  days. 

2.  All  my  children  had  it.  The  order  in  which  the  fymptoms  appeared 

is  as  follows  : watery  eyes,  fwelling  of  the  eye-lids,  running  from  the  nofe, 

cough,  diarrhoea ; fo  that  every  part  of  the  mucous  membrane  feeraed  to  be 
progrefiively  attacked.  I faw  two  others  affedled  in  the  fame  way. 

6.  In  two  inftances  I faw  the  tongue  very  dry,  parched,  and  chopped.  The 
patients  were  both  corpulent  women,  aged  between  30  and  4a.  At  the  time  I 
was  called  in  to  them  they  laboured  under  a true  peripneumony ; but  I 
learned  that  they  were  firft  attacked  with  the  catarrhal  fymptoms.  Blood 
drawn  from  both  thefe  patients,  even  at  the  third  bleeding,  had  a very  thick 
buff  coat,  and  exhibited  the  cup-like  appearance. 

9.  Several  whom  I attended  had  this  kind  of  diarrhoea ; but  I did  not  find 

it  of  fervice  to  any  : on  the  contrary,  I thought  it  prejudicial  to  fome,  as 

it  feemed  to  prevent  a free  expeftoration,  which,  to  my  apprehenfion,  was  the 
moft  critical  and  moft  falutary  evacuation.  Neither  did  warm  copious  fweats, 
though  univerfal,  (unlefs  they  happened  before  the  feventh  day)  give  that  relief 
which  one  might  have  expected  from  them. 
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11.  With  refpeCt  to  the  method  of  cure,  mine  was  nearly  the  fame  as  yours, 
and  in  the  fame  order.  Permit  me  only  to  mention,  that  I found  the  Kermes 
mineral  to  anfwer  my  purpofe  exceedingly  well,  both  as  a diaphoretic  and  an 
expectorant.  After  feveral  trials  I preferred  it  to  any  other  preparation  of 
antimony. 

12.  In  thofe  cafes  where  the  diarrhoea  was  troublelome  I had  recourfe  to 
the  ipecacuanha  in  fmall  dofes ; a grain  of  the  powder,  for  inftance,  once  in 
fix  hours  ; and  it  fucceeded  to  my  utmoft  wiftt,  checking  the  diarrhoea,  and 
promoting  a free  expectoration.. 

Jan.  29,  1776.. 


Extract  of  a Letter  from  Dr.  WILLIAM  CUMING  to  Dr.  Fothergill. 


« Dear  Doctor,  Donbejler,  Da.  25,  1775. 

K I RECEIVED  your  printed  hiftory  of  the  Epidemic  Diforder  that  has 
e<  been  of  late  fo  generally  felt,  not  only  over  all  this  ifland,  but  in  feveral 
<f  other  parts  of  Europe  : and,  probably,  its  influence  has  been  far  more  ex- 
“ tenfive.  I honour  you  highly  for  your  exerting  yourfelf  in  this  manner,  to 
Cf  obtain  as  accurate  an  account  as  poflible  of  this  diforder,  and  hope  that 
“ none  will  be  found  fo  perverfe  and  malevolent  as  to  attempt  to  detraCt  from 
*x  your  merit  with  your  cotemporaries,  or  with  pofteritv, 

te  The  account  you  have  given  of  the  ftate  of  the  atmofphere,  in  refpedb  of 
« warmth  and  gravity  during  the  preceding  autumn,  is,  I believe,  very  juft, 
(t  as  far  as  I can  recolleCt.  I often,  during  that  time,  Examined  both  the 
iC  barometer  and  thermometer ; but,  finding  the  variation  of  the  mercury 
“ confined  within  fuch  narrow  limits,  I made  no  minutes  of  its  height;  in- 
“ deed  I never  now  do,  unlefs  it  verges  towards  one  or  other  of  the  extremes. 
f t It  was  otherwife  in  refpeCt  to  the  moifture  of  the  air,  as  to  which  I can  fpeak 
iC  with  precifion.  The  autumn  in  this  place  was  very  wet,  as  the  quantity  of 
<c  rain  that  fell  here  during  the  months  of  Auguft,  September,  OClober,  and 
i{  November,  was  exadly  fourteen  inches  and  twenty-feven  hundredth  parts. 
*•*  This  circumftance,  joined  to  the  mild  temperature  of  the  air,  made  me  to 
ct  expeCt  difeafes  of  the  putrid  clafs ; but  in  this  I was  happily  difappointed. 
“ We  had  here  alfo  many  moift,  warm,  foggy  days,  in  which  no  fenfible 
“ quantity  of  rain  fell,  when  the  quickfilver  in  the  barometer  flood  fo  high  as 
tc  30.2.. 
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(<  After  the  middle  of  Auguft,  I have  heard,  from  good  authority,  that  a 
“ diforder  amongft  the  horfes  prevailed  very  generally  in  Yorkfhire.  It  has 
“ not  been  fo  general  here  as  to  become  the  fubjeCt  of  converfation.  About 
<c  the  latter  end  of  October,  I remember  to  have  heard  that  one  gentleman  had 
tc  loft  fix  dogs,  in  the  ufual  manner  that  thefe  animals  are  feized — a giddinefs 
£C  in  the  head,  an  inability  to  eat,  with  a paralytic  affection  of  the  hinder  extre- 
“ mities. 

<c  From  the  middle  of  GCtober  (to  which  time  Dr.  Puheney  fixes  the  com- 
“ mencement  of  this  diforder,  when  he  himfelf  was  feized,  though  he  was  never 
“ confined  by  it)  feveral  individuals  complained  of  colds,  which  were  confi- 
<c  dered  as  accidental,  and  but  little  attended  to  ; but  it  was  not,  I think,  till 
“ after  the  10th  of  November  that  the  malady  became  general.  On  the  15th  I 
‘c  firft  vifited  a patient  labouring  under  it.  The  manner  of  leizure  and  the 
“ fymptoms  were  fimilar  here  to  your  defcription  of  them;  feveral  complained 
tc  of  a heavy,  dull  pain  in  the  head,  and  many  had  fixed  pains  in  the  fide. 
<c  The  appearance  of  the  tongue,  the  feel  of  the  fkin,  were  as  yon  defcrihe  ; 
<c  and,  though  the  pulfe  was  generally  full  and  quick,  yet  I was  not  fenfible 
“ of  that  hardnefs  .in  it  that  you  mention;  fo  that  the  violence  of  the  cough, 
“ with  the  pains  in  the  breaft,  and  the  difficulty  of  expectoration,  indicated 
“ the  neceffity  of  taking  off  blood  rather  than  the  hardnefs  of  the  pulle.  The 
<c  blood  always  had  the  appearance  which  you  defcribe.  I never  once  faw  it 
“ cupped  or  purfed  up.  In  general  it  was  neceffary  to  draw  off  blood,  and 
ec  many  times  oftener  than  once  ; but  I never  once  ordered  it  without  the 
cc  patient’s  being  fenfibly  relieved  by  it,  and  the  benefit  was  commonly  felt  im- 
“ mediately.  I ufually  directed  blitters  too,  on  account  of  the  pain  in  the 
iC  head,  the  inceffant  cough,  or  the  fixed  pains  in  the  breaft ; and  their  falutary 
t£  effeCts  were,  I think,  as  conftantly  perceived. 

“ Befides  thefe,  I ordered  the  neutral  falts,  peCtoral  linCtufes,  foft  lubri- 
-cc  eating  drinks,  which,  with  a fuitable  diet,  univerfally  fucceeded,  for  I loft 
cc  none ; and  I have  not  heard  of  any  that  could  properly  be  faid  to  die  of  this 
“ diforder.  The  medicines  and  diet  direCted  kept  the  bowels  properly  lax,  for 
<c  which  reafon  I hardly  ever  ordered  a purgative.  None  of  my  patients  were 
“ feized  with  a diarrhoea,  fo  that  I never  oblerved  the  colour  of  the  ftools  ; 
tc  though  I have  fince  heard  that  feveral  young  people  were  attacked  in  this 
tc  way,  and  had  the  diforder  lightly.  Towards  the  decline  of  the  diforder,  forty 
“ or  fifty  drops  of  the  elix.  paregor.  in  a draught  with  oxym.  fcill.  a drachm, 
“ or  a drachm  and  a half,  taken  at  bed-time,  abated  the  violence  of  the 
f<  cough,  procured  reft,  and  occafioned  a gentle  moifture  on  the  fkin.  In  two 
IC  cafes  which  I faw,  the  diforder  fhifted  to  the  putrid  clafs.  A gentleman’s 
-*c  coachman  was  feized  with  the  common  fymptoms,  was  blooded,  &c,  got 

1 “ better^ 
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“ better,  went  abroad,  got  well : the  fame  complaints  returned ; was  blooded 
“ again,  was  relieved,  but  in  a few  days  I was  fent  for,  when  I found  him 
“ labouring  under  a great  dejection  of  fpirits,  defpairing  of  his  recovery;  a 
tc  ftupifying  pain  in  the  head,  oppreftion  of  the  praecordia,  moderate  warmth 
“ of  the  fkin,  with  a quick  rather  than  low  pulfe,  and  a great  general  debility, 
“ I had  the  curiofity  to  examine  his  throat,  of  which  he  did  not  complain, 
<c  when  I found  thin  white  (loughs  on  the  uvula  and  tonfils.  Blifters,  a warm 
tc  regimen,  and  the  bark,  with  gargles,  in  about  ten  days  reftored  him. 

“ The  other  was  butler  to  a gentleman,  fix  of  whofe  fervants  I had  prefcribed 
tc  for  in  the  reigning  diforder,  and  who  had  been  recovered  by  bleeding, 
“ and  the  ufual  regimen.  This  man,  believing  himfelf  feized  with  the  com* 
“ mon  complaint,  fent  for  the  apothecary  to  bleed  him ; but  four  ounces  only 
“ were  taken  off,  as  he  was  faintifh.  I faw  him  by  accident  next- day ; the 
“ blood  was  florid  and  of  a weak  texture ; his  pulfe  quick  and  feeble : fome 
“ ulcers  appeared  on  the  tonfils.  By  the  bark  and  a warm  regimen  he  got 
“ well  in  a few  days.  In  many  gentlemen’s  families  in  this  county  not  one 
“ fervant  free  from  the  diforder,  in  others  but  one  or  two  infefled.  I think  it 
“ raged  chiefly  in  the  weflern  and  northern  parts  of  this  county.  Many  per- 
“ fons  in  Dorchefter  complained  of  coughs  and  colds  ; but  a few  only  were 
<c  confined  to  the  houfe. 

“ You  may  remember  that,  in  the  fpring  of  the  year  1762,  a diforder 
“ fomewhat  fimilar  to  this,  but  not  fo  general,  was  very  frequent  in  moft  parts 
“ of  this  kingdom;  but  what  correlponded  with  it  in  almoft  every  particular, 
i(  was  the  fever  and  cold  that  appeared  in  the  winter  of  the  year  1732,  in  moft 
“ parts  of  Europe,  America,  and  the  Weft  Indies,  of  which  a particular  account 

is  given  in  the  fecond  volume  of  the  Edinburgh  Medical  EJTays.” 


Dr.  THOMAS  GLASS,  Exeter. 

IN  the  city  of  Exeter,  and  the  country  about  it,  colds  and  coughs  were 
not  more  frequent  than  ufual  during  the  latter  part  of  the  paft  autumn.  But 
from  the  8th  of  November  the  number  -of  people  who  were  continually 
coughing  increafed  fo  faft,  that  it  was  foon  evident  the  Epidemical  Colds, 
which  began  in  London,  as  we  were  informed  by  the  public  papers  more  than 
a week  before,  had  reached  us.  This  difeafe  appeared  to  be  at  its  height 
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here  from  the  1 8 th  to  the  24th  of  the  fame  month,  and  attacked  very  few  after 
the  4th  of  December  5 but  by  this  time  almofc  every  ®ne  had  felt  more  or  lefs 
of  its  effects. 

On  the  nth  or  12th  of  November  it  made  its  appearance  in  the  Devon 
and  Exeter  Hofpital,  and  within  a week  feized  173  perfons,  being  all  the  fer- 
vants  and  patients  then  in  the  houfe,  except  two  children;  162  of  them  were 
coughing  together.  Is  it  not  remarkable  that  fuch  a number  of  hofpital 
patients,  affiifted  with  fo  various  and  different  kinds  of  diflempers,  and  under 
the  operations  of  the  moft  efficacious  medicines  of  the  moff  oppofite  qualities, 
ffiould  have  been  all  affedted,  almoft  at  the  fame  time,  and  in  the  fame  manner, 
by  the  caufe  of  thefe  epidemical  coughs  ? 

Two  or  three  days  after  the  hofpital  had  been  attacked,  the  City  Workhoufe 
was  vifited  by  them  : of  near  200  poor  people,  who  are  in  this  houfe,  but  few 
efcaped ; all  the  others  were  complaining  at  the  fame  time. 

From  Exeter  the  difeafe  travelled  towards  Cornwall;  about  the  13th  of 
November  it  arrived  at  Okehampton  and  Affiburton,  and  about  the  1 5th  at 
Plymouth.  I have  no  certain  intelligence  when  or  where  it  paffed  from  De- 
vonffiire  into  Cornwall  ; but  by  the  20th  it  had  reached  Truro ; and,  before 
the  end  of  the  ffrfb  week  in  December,  had  fpread  to  all  parts  of  that 
county. 

The  conftitution,  productive  of  this  Epidemic,  very  feldom,  I believe,  con- 
tinued to  exert  its  influence  with  much  force  in  any  place  more  than  three 
weeks  or  a month ; fo  that,  after  this  time,  a few  only  were  attacked  by  it : 
and  it  was  generally  obferved,  that  in  the  churches,  for  two  Sundays  following, 
nothing  was  to  be  heard  but  coughing  ; and  that  on  the  third  Sunday  this 
difturbance  was  much  lefs.  I cannot  find  that  there  is  any  part  of  thefe  two 
counties  but  what  was  vifited  by  it. 

Its  appearance  in  this  city  was  the  fame  as  in  London,  except  only,  that  it 
was  here  much  more  favourable,  and  attended  with  fome  fymptoms  befides 
thofe  you  have  mentioned  in  your  Sketch  : for  many  of  our  patients,  efpecially 
luch  as  had  a confiderable  degree  of  fever,  complained  of  great  lownefs  of 
fpirits  and  hidden  weaknefs  ; feveral  of  them  of  a perfect  inappetency  both  to 
meat  and  drink  (moft  of  thefe  had  fevere  coughs  without  much  fever)  and 
fome  of  them  a forenefs  throughout  the  windpipe  and  oefophagus,  with  a great 
pair,  in  fwallowing  even  liquids  ; others  of  a violent  pain  in  their  ears.  A few 
had  Houghs  of  the  malignant  kind  on  their  tonfils ; fwellings  of  thefe,  and  of 
the  fub-maxillary  glands  were  not  unfrequent,  but  occurred  oftener  in  fome 
towns  than  others.  One  of  my  patients  had  a large  parotid,  which  fuppurated 
flowly,  and  broke  at  the  end  of  three  weeks.  Eruptions  on  the  lips,  towards  the 
crifis,  were  a common  and  very  falutary  fymptom.  Many  felt  no  feverifh 
heat,  but  almoft  ail,  if  not  ail,  had  more  or  lefs  of  a cough, 
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This  circumkance,  probably,  induced  Sydenham  to  give  the  name  of  Tuffis 
Epidemica  to  the  difeafe  which  had  been  called  Febris  Catarrhalis  Epidemica 
by  his  predeceffors,  who  feem  to  have  been  of  opinion  that  a cough,  without 
a fever,  was  nothing  more  than  a fymptom  of  a common  cold.  The  impro- 
priety of  calling  a cough,  without  any  feverifh  heat,  a catarrhous  fever,  being- 
obvious. 

Moll:  people  in  this  part  of  the  kingdom,  who  had  coughs  and  colds  during 
the  late  epidemical  conftitution,  took  no  more  notice  of  them  than  they  would 
have  taken  of  common  colds,  and  got  well,  when  they  were  without  a fever, 
fooner  than  thole  who,  in  the  like  circumkances,  fubmitted  to  confinement. 
Nor  needed  fuch  perfons  any  other  treatment  than  that  which  Sydenham  recom- 
mended to  his  patients,  who  had  epidemical  coughs,  but  no  fever,  in  the 
year  1675. 

Tut  thofe  who  appeared  to  be  feverifh,  and  had  pains  in  their  head,  break, 
back,  or  limbs,  were  advifed  by  the  Faculty  in  this  city  to  confine  themfelves 
to  their  beds,  and  to  drink  frequently  barley-water,  water-gruel,  linfeed-tea, 
and  other  foft  diluting  liquors  (which  were  fometimes  fweetened  with  honey) 
very  hot.  Saline  draughts,  with  fpermaceti,  were  often  prefcribed  ; to  which, 
if  the  patient  felt  himfelf  low,  and  inclined  to  be  faint,  was  added  cordial 
confection  ; or,  if  he  was  not  difpofed  to  fweat  freely,  emetic  tartar,  but  not 
enough  to  excite  a naufea.  A plentiful  and  eafy  fweat,  continued  for  a fufficient 
fpace  of  time,  carried  off  the  catarrhous  fever  and  pains  on  the  firft,  fecond, 
third,  or  fourth  day  of  the  difeafe.  This  fever,  which  has  been  called  a Diary 
and  Decreafing  Fever,  becaufe  it  either  ends  or  begins  to  decline  within 
twenty-four  hours,  and  never  exceeds  the  fourth  day,  was  accounted  an  effen- 
tial  part  of  the  Catarrhous  Epidemic,  and  feems  indeed  to  be  an  immediate 
effect  of  its  caufe.  But  the  cough  generally  remained  after  the  fever  was 
fubdued,  until  an  eafy  expectoration  of  concoCted  matter  put  an  end  to  it. 
The  foft  diluting  liquors,  and  the  medicines  above-mentioned,  were  defigned 
to  bring  on  this  critical  expectoration,  as  well  as  to  promote  a fweat.  And,  to 
anfwer  that  end,  paregoric  elixir  was  likewife  given,  if  the  cough  was  very 
troublefome,  and  the  matter  brought  up  by  it  crude  and  thin,  after  the  fever 
was  gone  off  or  confiderably  abated. 

In  a certain  town  many  perfons,  to  whom,  as  foon  as  they  applied  for  affift- 
ance,  wine-whey  with  fpirits  of  hartfhorn  was  freely  given  to  force  out  a fweat, 
and  paregoric  elixir  to  quiet  their  cough,  became  delirious. 

Sometimes  a violent  cough,  with  confiderable  but  not  inflammatory  pains 
about  the  break,  feemed  to  require  bleeding  on  the  fecond  or  third  day  of 
the  difeafe ; but  this  evacuation  weakened  the  patient,  without  removing  his 
pains,  or  mitigating  his  cough  in  any  confiderable  degree,  and  feemed  to  retard 
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his  recovery.  In  feveral  inftances,  as  I am  well  informed,  the  lofs  of  blood, 
at  this  early  period  of  the  difeafe,  was  followed,  not  immediately,  but  within 
a few  days,  by  fevere  paroxyfms,  refembling  thofe  of  an  intermittent.  And  I 
.apprehend  that  bleeding  is  then  only  neceffary  in  this  diftemper,  when  it  is 
accompanied  with  real  inflammatory  fymptoms : and  that  purging  is  alfo  im- 
proper, unlefs  a fever,  which  requires  this  evacuation,  is  complicated  with 
the  catarrhous  complaints  ; a fpontaneous  fweat  being  the  natural  remedy  of 
the  fever,  which  is  molt  effential  to  them.  Mercatus  has  very  judicioufly 
remarked,  that  this  Epidemical  Catarrhous  Difeafe  is  to  be  treated  according 
to  the  nature  and  difpofition  of  the  fever  with  which  it  happens  to  be  affo- 
ciated  ; fo  that  in  fome  cafes  bleeding  is  neceffary,  in  others  purging;  but  in 
moll  a proper  regimen  only  is  required.  This  judgment  of  the  Spanifli 
phyfician  is  confirmed  by  the  experience  of  our  fagacious  Sydenham,  who  cured 
the  Stationary  Fever  of  1675,  w^en  was  united  with  the  Epidemical  Cough 
of  that  year,  in  the  fame  manner,  and  with  the  fame  fuccefs,  as  he  had  done 
before  thefe  coughs  made  their  appearance. 

If  the  feverifh  diforder,  accompanying  the  catarrhous  complaints,  continues 
increafing  for  two  or  three  days,  it  is  certain  that  another  fever,  befides 
the  Diary  or  Decreafing  Fever,  is  complicated  with  them.  This  adventitious 
fever  has  be.en  mod  commonly  found  to  produce  either  fymptoms  peculiar  to 
fevers  of  the  inflammatory  kind,  or  thofe  which  were  rhe  diftinguifhing  marks 
of  the  fever  of  the  feafon. 

Before  we  were  vifited  by  the  late  Epidemic,  the  atrabilious  conflitution, 
which,  according  to  Dr.  Grant’s  accurate  obfervations,  begins  fome  time  in 
October,  or  the  beginning  of  November,  had  taken  place.  And  on  this  ac- 
count a plentiful  difcharge  of  black  bilious  (tools,  coming  on  of  its  own 
accord,  or  procured  by  gentle  and  repeated  purging  medicines,  when  there 
were  pains  or  uneaflnefs  in  the  bowels,  or  a diftenfion  of  the  belly  and  praecor- 
dia,  with  inquietude  or  other  figns  of  turgid  matter  in  the  inteftines,  foon 
freed  the  patient  from  the  fever  of  the  feafon,  and  all  the  complaints  arifing 
from  it. 

But  when  any  danger  was  apprehended  from  inflammatory  complaints,  which 
did  not  often  happen  in  this  part  of  the  country,  more  or  lefs  blood  was  taken 
away.  This  was  always  fizy,  and  the  fize  for  the  mod  part  formed  a cup-like 
appearance.  We  had  likewife  recourfe  to  anti-phlogiftic  medicines,  and  occa- 
fionally  to  blifters,  which  more  fenfibly  abated  pleuritic  pains,  being  applied 
to  the  part  affefted,  than  the  previous  bleeding. 

Peripneumonic  complaints,  the  mod  alarming  fyrnptom  of  all,  were  gra- 
dually carried  off  by  a free  and  eafy  expefloration  of  digefted  matter.  Such 
remedies  were  therefore  adminiflered,  as  have  been  found,  by  experience,  to 
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promote  the  digeftion  of  thick  vifcid  humours,  collected  and  retained  in  the 
lungs,  and  to  facilitate  their  difcharge. 

This  difeafe  proved  fatal  to  exceeding  few  in  this  city  or  country,  and  thofe 
who  died  of  it  were  ancient  perfons  or  pulmonics.  Such  as  thefe  have  been 
the  principal  fufferers  in  every  epidemical  catarrhous  conftitution,  of  which  I 
have  read  any  defcription.  Children,  both  in  Devonfhire  and  Cornwall,  were 
lefs  fubjedt  to  the  Diftemper  than  adults ; their  complaints,  when  they  had 
taken  it,  were  (lighter,  and  they  fooner  got  well.  Almoft  all  of  them  had  watery 
eyes  and  a running  nofe. 

From  the  accounts  and  defcriptions  given  us  by  phyficians  of  the  Febris 
Catarrhalis  Epidemica,  or  Tufies  Epidemical,  which,  fince  the  year  1557,  have 
made  their  appearance  in  Europe  at  lead  a dozen  times,  it  is  fufficiently  evi- 
dent that  they  are  the  fame  difeafe,  diverfified  only  as  the  fmall-pox  are,  by 
the  influence  of  the  climate,  the  feafons  of  the  year,  and  the  conftitution 
of  the  air. 

Whilft  it  was  the  general  opinion  of  philofophers,  that  all  things  upon  earth 
were  governed  by  the  heavens,  phyficians  imputed  the  Epidemical  Catarrhous 
Semi-peftilential  Fever,  to  the  influence  of  the  ftars  ; whence  the  Italians  gave 
it  the  name  of  Influenza. 

Wintringham  and  others,  who  attribute  this  general  Epidemic  to  moift,  cold 
weather,  coming  on  fuddenly  after  a lading,  warm,  dry  feafon,  feem  not  enough 
to  have  apprehended  that  it  is  a difeafe  of  all  feafons  and  climates,  which  I 
think  it  moft  certainly  is.  For  we  are  informed  by  Willis,  in  cap.  xvii.  de  Fe- 
bribus , that  it  viflted  this  kingdom  in  April  1658  ; and  that  the  whole  fpring 
and  the  beginning  of  the  fummer  this  year  were  uncommonly  cold,  and  the 
preceding  winter  exceflively  hard.  And  Mercatus  relates,  in  lib.  ii.  de  intern, 
morb.  curat,  that  it  was  raging  in  fome  part  or  other  of  Spain  during  the  whole 
fummer  of  the  year  1580,  and  deftroyed  not  a few.  It  is  recorded  by  Fonfeca, 
in  Fifputat.  de  Garotillo , that  in  the  year  1557  it  infefted  Afia,  came  from  thence 
to  Conftantinople,  then  fpread  itfelf  over  all  Europe,  and  afterwards  attacked 
America.  And  by  a Society  of  Phyficians  at  Edinburgh,  in  the  Jecond  volume  of 
their  Medical  EJfays , that  about  the  middle  of  November  1732  it  made  its 
appearance  in  the  northern  parts  of  Germany,  and  reached  Naples  and  Spain 
before  the  end  of  February  1733,  having,  in  the  mean  time,  over-run  all 
Europe.  That  about  the  middle  of  the  following  October  it  arrived  in  New 
England,  and  travelled  fouthward  to  Barbadoes,  Jamaica,  Peru,  and  Mexico, 
much  at  the  fame  rate  as  it  had  done  in  Europe.  Now  thefe  hiftorical  faCts 
being  inconfiftent  with  the  conjectures  of  thefe  gentlemen,  who  would  perfuade 
us  that  this  uncommon  and  moft  univerfal  difeafe  is  produced  by  the  fame 
conftitution  of  the  air  as  that  which  produces  our  common  autumnal  colds  and 
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coughs — if  we  believe  the  hiftorians,  we  muft  neceffarily  conclude  that  this 
notion  of  the  theorifts  is  falfe. 

Nor  does  this  diftemper  feem  to  arife  (which  is,  I think,  at  prefent  the  more 
general  opinion)  from  contagion;  for  in  this  city,  in  the  year  1729,  it  was 
conjectured  that  two  thoufand  perfons  at  leaft  were  feized  with  it  in  one  night. 
But  what  is  more  extraordinary,  before  the  beginning  of  autumn,  in  the  year 
1557,  it  attacked  all  parts  of  Spain  at  once,  fo  that  the  greateft  part  of  the 
people  in  that  kingdom  were  feized  with  it  almoft  on  the  fame  day.  This  very 
fingular  circumftance  is  related  by  Mercatus,  who  fays,  that  it  happened  in  his 
own  time. 

And  after  all  the  attempts  that  have  been  made  to  afcertain  the  caufes  of 
general  Epidemical  Difeafes,  not  arifing  from  the  fenfible  qualities  of  the  air, 
we  feem  to  have  as  little  real  knowledge  of  them  as  the  ancient  Greek  phyfi- 
cians  had ; who  referred  thefe  diftempers  to  fomething  in  the  air,  which  is 
not  the  objedt  of  fenfe,  but  which,  like  the  Supreme  Caufe  of  all  things,  only 
manifefts  its  exiftence  and  power  to  us  by  its  effedts.  This  fomething,  there- 
fore, though  different  in  different  epidemical  confcitutions,  was  not  improperly 
called  by  Hippocrates  to  0 e7ov. 

I have  only  to  add,  that  in  this  part  of  the  country,  in  the  month  of  Sep- 
tember, many  horfes  and  dogs  were  feverely  afflicted  with  colds  and  coughs. 
Which  circumftance,  it  fhould  feem,  was  not  merely  accidental ; fince  it  has 
been  obferved,  that  horfes  were  infedted  before  men  in  three  general  epidemical 
conftitutions  that  have  happened  in  our  time.  And  I am  inclined  to  think, 
that  the  peftilence  mentioned  by  Homer,  which,  within  the  fpace  of  nine  days, 
fpread  itfelf  over  all  the  Grecian  quarters,  and  a little  while  after  difappeared, 
was  an  Epidemic  of  the  fame  kind  ; becaufe  neither  the  true  plague,  nor  any 
other  epidemical  difeafe,  with  whole  hiftory  I am  acquainted,  has  been  known 
to  make  fo  rapid  a progrefs,  or  to  end  fo  foon,  as  that  peftilence  did. 


Dr,  A S H. 

Birmingham , Dec.  2,  1775. 

i,  2,  and  3.  THE  Epidemic,  of  which  we  had  accounts  in  the  public 
papers  from  London,  made  its  appearance  in  this  place  about  the  middle  of 
November;  and  no  frefh  fubjedts  were  attacked  with  it  after  the  7th  or  8th 
of  December.  The  period  of  it  did  not  exceed  a month  ; there  was  no  dif- 
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tindtion  of  the  fexes  amongft  grown  perfons  : thofe  who  were  moft:  in  the  air 
were,  in  general,  leaft  affedted  : few  children  difeafed. 

4,  5,  6,  and  7.  In  the  town  many  were  fuddenly  feized,  efpecially  in  the 
morning  early,  with  univerfal  rigours,  and  pains  in  the  limbs  and  back  part 
of  the  head,  a roughnefs  rather  than  forenefs  in  the  throat,  great  laffitude 
and  dejedtion  of  fpirits,  great  opprefiion  on  the  praecordia,  and  fome  few  with 
pleuritic  pains.  Many  complained  of  a naufea,  and  an  inclination  to  vomit. 
The  tongue  was  generally  moift  in  the  beginning,  with  a whitenefs  and  fome- 
times  a darker  cruft;  toward  the  back  part  of  it.  The  (kin  was  feldom  hot 
or  dry,  and  the  general  temperature  of  the  habit  moderate.  The  appetite, 
except  in  the  fubjedts  who  complained  of  naufea,  was  not  much  affected ; but 
the  patients  in  general  complained  of  a total  lofs  of  a diftindtion  of  take  of 
one  kind  of  food  from  another.  The  cough  was  mediant,  efpecially  on  lying 
down  i'n  bed.  In  no  patient,  whom  I attended,  was  there  any  hardnefs  or 
tenfion  in  the  pulfe  : and  it  never  appeared  neceffary  to  take  any  blood  away. 
In  fome  few  who  had  been  blooded,  on  account  of  an  haemorrhage  from  the 
nofe,  through  the  violence  of  the  cough,  the  blood  appeared  florid,  and  of  a 
tender  texture ; the  urine  was  fecreted  generally  in  fmall  quantities,  and,  of 
courfe,  high-coloured:  the  ftate  of  the  bowels  uncertain.  Where  a tendency 
to  a diarrhoea  came  on,  it  generally  removed  the  difeafe  ; and  where  a want  of 
{tools  indicated  an  aperient  in  the  beginning  of  the  difeafe,  it  had  in  general 
the  fame  happy  effects. 

8,  9,  10,  11,  and  12.  An  early  attention  to  adminifter  and  repeat  fome  mild 
cathartics,  with  diluting  cooling  liquors  and  mild  diaphoretics,  foon  brought 
on  an  eai'y  expedtoration,  and  removed  all  the  other  fymptoms,  except  the 
cough,  which  generally  continued,  in  fome  degree,  ten  or  twelve  days,  but 
was  much  relieved  by  fmall  dofes  of  anodynes.  The  aged  and  difeafed  pa- 
tients, efpecially  afthmatics,  buffered  moft,  and  to  fome  few  it  proved  fatal. 
In  the  progrefs  of  the  difeafe,  when  not  immediately  relieved  by  the  firfb  in- 
tentions, many  difficult  and  perplexing  fymptoms  arofe  that  were  not  eafily 
removed,  and  often  appeared  alarming.  Gentle  and  repeated  purgatives  were 
of  the  moft:  certain  ufe  ; and,  if  not  early  adminiftered,  or  neglected  to  be 
repeated,  an  obftinate  coftivenefs  fometimes  came  on,  that  was  to  be  relieved 
only  by  clyfters  frequently  repeated  ; and,  in  one  cafe,  all  efforts  of  that  kind 
were  ineffectual ; and,  although  the  heat  was  moderate  the  whole  time,  the 
difeafe  proved  fatal,  and  terminated  in  a mortification  of  the  bowels. 

In  thefe  aggravated  fymptoms  of  the  diforder  the  nights  were  in  general 
difquiet ; the  cough  continued  violent,  although  the  expedtoration  was  plenti- 
ful ; and  the  head  was  affedted.  Blifi:ers  were  generally  of  good  effedt,  and 
fomentations  and  finapifms  to  the  feet  gave  great  relief.  The  difeafe  was  par- 
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ticularly  troublefome  to  women  in  the  latter  part  of  their  pregnancy.  A 
healthy  young  woman,  very  near  her  time,  was  feized  with  this  difeafe  : the 
fymptoms  were  more  violent  than  common ; but  no  aftiftance  was  called  to 
her,  on  a fuppofition  that  medicines  were  improper  in  her  prefent  fituation  : 
after  her  delivery  all  afiiftance  was  in  vain,  and  flie  died  phrenetic  on  the  fifth 
day.  Her  child  was  born,  to  all  appearance,  in  a healthful  ftate,  but  was  feized 
with  convulfions  the  fecond  day  after  its  birth,  and  died  the  evening  preceding 
the  mother’s  death.  I was  called  upon  to  attend  two  other  women  in  the  fame 
fituation,  and  directed  for  them  the  ufual  methods  of  treatment;  they  had 
both  a happy  delivery,  and  the  cough  and  all  other  fymptoms  ceafed  foon  after, 
except  the  dejedtion  of  fpirits,  with  fome  flight  palpitations  of  the  heart,  which 
foon  gave  way  to  foetid  medicines. 

The  difeafe,  in  its  decline,  often  aflumed  the  form  of  an  intermittent;  and 
the  Peruvian  bark  feemed  immediately  indicated,  but  it  never  had  its  wifhed-for 
or  expected  fuccefs  : it  feemed  to  aggravate  the  difeafe,  and  threatened  to  bring 
on  a relapfe,  and  was  never  of  ufe  except  it  a6ted  as  a brifk  purgative  on  its 
being  firft  given,  which  was  often  its  immediate  effe£t ; if  not,  it  was  highly 
prejudicial.  Befides  ; the  gentle  and  mild  cathartics,  frequently  repeated,  with 
diluting  liquors  ; mild  diaphoretics,  with  fmall  dofes  of  emetic  tartar  in  every 
form  of  medicine  ; emetics  were  given  with  the  greateft  fuccels,  efpecially 
when  the  naufea  immediately  indicated  them  ; but  if  not  immediately  indicated, 
were  in  general  found  to  abate  the  progrefs  of  the  difeafe. 

The  different  ftate  of  the  blood  in  this  place,  from  what  you  found  it  in 
London,  deferves  our  peculiar  attention.  In  a workhoufe  in  a neighbouring 
town,  three  died  of  the  Epidemic,  who  were  all  blooded  : all  the  reft  reco- 
vered, who  were  not  bled,  but  took  the  repeated  purgatives  only,  and  the  De~ 
-eohlum  Nitrojum. 


Dr.  W.  WHIT  E. 

York , Dec.  22,  177 5. 

THIS  Epidemic  Difeafe  feems  to  have  appeared  rather  earlier  with  us  than 
in  London  : it  was  obferved  before  the  end  of  Oftober,  became  general  in  the 
beginning  of  November,  at  which  time  many  whole  families  were  indifpofed. 
Not  one  dwelling-houfe  efcaped  : I was  myfelf  feized  v/ith  it  on  the  2d  of  that 
month ; and,  in  a very  fhort  time,  it  became  the  moft  univerfal  difeafe  that 
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hath  been  remembered  with  us.  It  was  much  abated  by  the  fir  ft  week  of  De- 
cember, and  feems  now  to  have  entirely  left  us. 

The  attack  was  generally  fudden,  with  a fenfe  of  fevere  coldnefs,  efpecially 
in  the  back  and  lower  extremities.  This,  in  many,  was  attended  with  a giddi- 
nefs  ; in  a few,  with  naufea  and  abhorrence  of  food,  generally  uneafinefs  about 
the  prascordia,  great  anxiety,  and  wearinefs.  The  pulfe  fmall  and  contracted, 
from  ten  to  twenty  above  the  natural  rate;  urine  pale;  body  generally  coftive. 
Some  had  more  or  lefs  forenefs  in  the  throat,  and  what  is  called  a Huffing  in 
the  head,  and  fneezing  violently;  all  had  a very  bad  tickling  cough,  which  foon 
caufed  Hitches  and  forenefs  in  the  breaH. 

Thofe  fymptoms,  as  they  were  more  or  lefs  violent,  were  fooner  or  later 
followed  by  feverifh  heat,  but  feldom  to  any  high  degree,  remarkable  forenefs 
all  over  the  body,  and  flight  pains  in  the  head,  limbs,  loins,  and  breaH. 
The  urine  now  feldom  high-coloured,  forming  a cloud  when  cold;  a diarrhoea 
uncommon  here,  the  contrary  Hate  common.  Pulfe  in  moH  one  hundred  in  a 
minute,  in  feveral  much  quicker,  feldom  full  or  Hrong.  Tongue  whitifh,  but 
moiH,  little  remarkable  thirH  ; a complaint  of  a bad  taHe  in  the  mouth  was 
general,  and  the  breath  offenfive. 

No  regular  crifis  was  obfervable  ; the  fever  was  of  the  remittent  kind,  and 
gradually  fubfided  in  general.  All  became  much  worfe  in  the  afternoon,  and  fo 
continued  till  three  or  four  o’clock  the  following  morning,  about  which  time  a 
moderate  fweating  relieved  the  patient,  who,  after  a few  hours  of  quiet  fleep, 
awoke  much  eafler : the  difeafe  thus  went  on  feveral  days,  without  any  inter- 
vening cold  fit.  For  four  days  together  my  pulfe  was  90  (15  above  the  natural 
rate)  in  the  morning,  in  the  evening  115:  the  fame  I obferved  in  feveral 
others. 

In  all,  the  nervous  fyHem  was  much  difordered,  various  affedtions  of  the 
fpafmodic  kind  occurred,  and  the  anxiety,  defpondency,  and  reflleflnefs,  were 
much  more  remarkable  than  the  general  mildnefs  of  the  vafcular  irritation 
gave  room  to  expedt. 

Regarding  the  progr.ofis  : A quick  recovery  followed  fuch  urine  as  quickly 
turned  milky  after  making,  foon  after  depofiting  a copious  fediment ; it  was 
always  attended  with  moiH  Akin,  an  abatement  of  the  cough,  the  quicknefs  of 
the  pulfe,  and  anxiety.  Some  had  more  confiderable  fweats  ; I faw  no  crifis  by 
a fpontaneous  diarrhoea,  nor  any  recovery  wdthout  the  urine  above  mentioned.. 

This  Epidemic  was,  with  us,  in  general  fo  mild,  as  feldom  to  engage  the 
attendance  of  a phyfician  ; yet  it  brought  fome  aged  aHhmatics,  and  young 
people  of  a confumptive  habit,  into  imminent  danger  : of  fuch  a few  died 
in  this  city,  efpecially  the  former. 

As  to  the  curative  part,  it  was  feldom  neceflary  here  to  take  away  blood  : 
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fome  were  relieved  by  it,  but,  in  general,  it  did  hurt,  by  deprefting  the 
patients.  An  ingenious  apothecary,  who,  from  his  extenfive  pra&ice,  had  a 
very  great  number  of  the  fick  under  his  care,  informed  me  that  this  evacua- 
tion leaned  to  relieve  fome  immediately,  but  that  he  never  faw  in  any  other 
difeafe  fo  many  bad  fymptoms  follow  bleeding  as  in  this  Epidemic.  Gentle 
cooling  purgatives  were  univerfally  beneficial  in  abating  the  anxiety  and  raifino- 
the  fpirits.  Emetics  were  feldom  indicated  ; nor  were  blitters  often  required, 
but  were  ufeful  in  abating  the  cough  and  Hitches. 

The  difeafe  was  feldom  fo  violent  as  to  call  for  antimonials  ; but  when 
ufed,  as  I did  in  feveral  cafes,  they  never  failed  in  their  febrifuge  effects.  I 
never  gave  an  anodyne  until  the  pulfe  was  confiderably  reduced,  to  about  80, 
then  they  had  every  defirable  effect : when  given  without  this  rule  they  often 
difagreed  with  the  patient,  afting  as  a ftimulant. 

The  appearance  of  the  urine  above  mentioned,  which  was  always  attended 
\vith  other  figns  of  an  apyrexia,  was  my  rule  for  giving  the  cortex  ; and  it 
never  failed  in  quickly  reftoring  the  patient.  Without  its  afiiftance  feveral 
continued  for  fome  time  in  a weak  and  irritable  condition,  fo  as  to  alarm  their 
friends  with  the  apprehenfion  of  a confumption.  I was  called  to  one  patient 
who  had  been  a month  in  this  fituation,  weak,  languid,  difpirited,  and  worn 
out  with  a violent  cough  and  want  of  fleep ; his  urine  was  as  above  defcribed  : 
the  cortex,  and  an  anodyne  at  night,  with  riding  upon  horfeback,  foon  cured 
him. 

But,  in  general,  a few  days  confinement,  abftinence  from  flefh  meat,  and 
frequent  fippings  of  fome  tepid  pedtoral  drink,  fufficed  for  the  cure.  But  it 
was  univerfally  found  neceflary  to  allow  a nutritious  diet ; and  fuch  as  had 
been  accuftomed  to  liquors  of  the  more  fiimulating  kind  became  worfe  if 
debarred  their  ufe ; the  anxiety,  inquietude,  and  other  nervous  affections,  being 
encreafed  by  fuch  procedure. 

Although  I keep  a journal  of  weather,  I think  it  unneceflary  to  relate  it ; it 
agrees  pretty  much  with  Dr.  Fothergill’s  account.  I fhall  juft  obferve,  that 
the  Epidemic  was  probably  checked  here  by  a fudden  fevere  froft  and  fnow. 
The  thermometer,  which  had  been  for  fome  time  between  40  and  50,  fell  in  one 
night’s  time  to  22,  and  continued  for  fome  days  below  the  freezing  point.  It 
is  one  of  Farenheit’s,  and  hangs  in  a garden  behind  my  houfe,  having  an  open 
expofure  to  the  fouth-weft. 

The  above  account  of  the  Epidemic,  as  it  appeared  at  York,  may  be  de- 
pended upon  for  its  exaCtnefs,  being  the  refult  of  my  own  and  the  joint  obfer- 
vations  of  the  Faculty  here,  and  it  will  give  me  pleafure  to  find  it  acceptable 
to  Dr.  Fothergill. 


W.  W. 
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Dr.  HAYGARTH,  Chejler. 

THE  Epidemical  Catarrh  of  1775  feized,  in  general,  the  inhabitants  of 
Chefter  about  the  middle  of  November.  From  the  15th  till  the  25th  of  that 
month  the  diftemper  fpread  moft  univerfally;  yet  very  few  were  attacked  fo 
late  as  December.  Indeed  I faw  one  cafe,  on  the  2d  of  November,  of  a lady 
who  had  fuffered  manifeft  fymptoms  of  this  Epidemic  fix  days  before  ; but  I 
heard  of  no  other  inftance  of  its  appearing  here  fo  early,  and  the  diforder  did 
not  become  general  till  near  a fortnight  later.  This  Epidemic  pervaded  all 
North  Wales  within  three  or  five  days  after  its  general  feizure  of  the  inhabitants 
in  Chefter ; that  is,  on  the  18th  or  20th  of  November,  as  I have  had  authentic 
information  from  every  town  and  every  confiderable  village,  and  their  neigh- 
bourhood. I was  curious  to  know  how  thofe  were  affedled  who  were  moft 
fecluded  from  the  intercourfe  of  fociety ; an  intelligent  prafritioner  informs 
me,  that  in  Llyn,  the  moft  weftern  and  remote  corner  of  Carnarvonlhire,  this 
Epidemic  began  about  the  20th  of  November,  was  general  through  every  part 
of  this  peninfuja,  and  affedted  all  clafles  of  people  : that  one  in  a family  now 
and  then  efcaped  it,  but  that  he  knew  no  family,  however  fmall,  among  whom 
it  did  not  make  its  appearance.  My  medical  correfpondents  mention,  that 
fome  cafes  occurred  in  one  part  of  Wales  fo  early  as  October  the  27th,  and 
in  another  the  beginning  of  November.  In  the  weftern  part  of  Chefhire,.  and 
that  part  of  Shropfhire  which  borders  on  Chefhire,  I obferved  that  this  difeafe 
began  foon  after  the  middle  of  November.  However,  I am  certain  that  in 
fome  Chefhire  villages  the  Epidemic  had  not  appeared  till  more  than  ten  days 
later,  though  it  afterwards  vifited  thefe  places.  Thefe  fadls,  compared  with 
the  general  feizure,  make  the  theory  of  this  Epidemic  very  difficult.  On  the 
whole,  I believe  people  in  the  country  were  attacked  rather  later  than  in 
the  towns  they  furrounded,  lefs  feverely,  and  lefs  generally  ; however,  not 
only  the  inhabitants  of  villages,  but  of  folitary  houfes,  were  feized  with  this 
difeafe.  I could  not  difcover  that  high  or  low,  dry  or  moift  fituations,  the 
neighbourhood  of  mountains,  or  of  the  fea,  or  any  other  particular  expofure, 
rendered  the  Epidemic  either  later  or  milder ; though  3 made  very  eircum- 
ftantial  inquiries  to  afcertain  thefe  fadbs. 

In  this  Epidemic  at  Chefter  the  catarrhal  and  feverifti  fymptoms  were  moft 
general ; yet  I faw  a few  cafes  of  fever  without  cough,  and  more  of  cough 
without  fever.  The  catarrhal  fymptoms  were,  a frequent  cough,  which  gene- 
rally brought  up  pellucid  phlegm,  and  in  old  people  a plentiful  yellow  dif- 
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charge;  but  in  fome  cafes  was  dry,  hard,  and  violent:  a copious  watery 
defluxion  from  the  eyes  and  nofe,  frequent  fneezing,  hoarfenefs,  and  fore  throat. 
The  feverijh  fymptoms  commenced  fometimes  before  and  fometimes  after  the 
cough,  and  began  with  chilly  and  hot  fits,  irregular  and  alternate,  followed  by 
laflitude,  inquietude,  uncommon  lofs  of  ftrength  and  fpirits,  want  of  fleep  and 
appetite,  giddnels,  acute  pain  in  the  head,  cheft,  or  a particular  point  of  the 
belly,  ail  increafed  by  coughing;  alfo  an  aching  pain  in  the  head,  back,  hips, 
and  limbs.  The  pulfe  was  feldom  very  full  or  ftrong,  except  in  peripneumonic 
cafes  ; the  fkin  had  often  no  unufual  heat ; the  tongue  was  generally  white  and 
mo  iff,  fometimes  yellowifh  and  furred  ; the  urine  appeared  varioufly,  but  was 
commonly  high-coloured  during  the  fever.  Unlefs  an  inflammation  attacked 
the  lungs,  which  was  a frequent  and  dangerous  termination  of  the  difeafe,  the 
fever  ufually  ceafed  in  a few  days.  The  cough  continued  longer,  and  was  of 
more  uncertain  duration.  The  preceding  fymptoms  were  by  far  the  moft  uni- 
verfal,  and  exhibit  the  regular  appearance  of  the  difeafe. 

The  moft  common  anomalous  complaint  was  a diarrhoea,  with  blackifti  ftools  : 
ficknefs  and  vomiting  occurred  lefs  frequently.  I faw  five  patients  who  had 
fallen  down  in  a fwoon,  preceded  by  a violent  head-ach ; three  of  thefe  were 
young  women,  who  had  the  other  fymptoms  veiy  mildly;  the  fourth  was  a gen- 
tleman of  an  athletic  habit,  who  was  never  confined  by  the  difeafe ; and  the 
fifth  was  a married  lady,  who,  without  a preceding  cough,  had  a very  violent 
loofenefs,  fucceeded  by  a phrenetic  delirium,  and  then  by  a very  urgent  cough  ; 
the  loofenefs,  delirium,  and  cough,  fucceeded  alternately  to  each  other  twice 
over  in  a regular  manner,  but  never  exifted  together:  at  laft  a red  rough  itching 
raftt  covered  the  whole  body,  after  which  no  fymptom  but  the  cough  remained. 
In  a young  girl,  a fmooth  rednefs  of  the  fkin  covered  a great  part  of  her  body, 
exactly  like  the  appearance  in  fcarlet  fevers.  One  cafe  differed  entirely  from 
the  ufual  inflammatory  type  of  the  difeafe.  A young  lady  at  a boarding-fchool 
was  feized  at  the  fame  time,  and  with  like  fymptoms,  as  26  of  her  fchool- 
fellows.  Two  days  after  her  firft  indifpofition  a diarrhoea,  with  black  ftools, 
began,  and  continued  above  three  weeks,  attended  with  a putrid  fever,  black 
dry  tongue,  fauces,  and  lips ; fordid  teeth,  total  deafnefs,  and  an  idiotic 
delirium ; yet  fhe  recovered.  Her  mother  and  two  other  attendants  were 
infedted  by  this  fever,  in  which  their  heads  were  principally  affedted  with 
violent  pain  and  a wild  delirium  : the  fever  was  fatal  to  one  of  the  attendants, 
who  died  phrenetic.  The  proof  of  infedtion,  in  this  putrid  fever,  was  moft 
evident ; but  I faw  no  inftance  of  the  epidemical  catarrh  that  appeared  to  be 
communicated  by  infedtion.  A very  large  proportion  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Chefter  were  feized  with  this  epidemic ; but,  as  far  as  may  be  concluded  from 
one  obfervation,  it  appears  that  there  were  fewer  in  the  higher  than  the  lower 
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ranks  of  fociety.  In  the  Abbey  Square,  inhabited  by  perfons  who  live  in  eafe 
and  affluence,  only  73  were  attacked  out  of  97  neighbours;  that  is,  fcarcely 
more  than  3 in  4 ; at  the  Crofs,  inhabited  by  people  in  trade,  that  compofe 
the  middle  rank,  109  had  the  difeafe  out  of  114,  that  is,  nearly  18  in  19; 
whereas  in  the  Houfe  of  Induftry  not  one  perfon  efcaped  the  diforder  out  of 
175.  Other  difeafes  did  not  preclude  this:  I faw  it  accompany  meafles,  con- 
fumption,  mortification,  gout,  fcurvy,  dropfy,  jaundice,  &c.  It  attacked  many 
who  were  confined  to  their  houfes,  and  even  to  their  beds,  with  other  ail- 
ments. Young  children  in  general  recovered  fooneft,  and  had  feweft  violent 
complaints : however,  I was  informed  by  a perfon  of  fkill,  that  he  faw  one 
child  of  two,  and  another  of  three  months  old,  with  evident  fymptoms  of 
this  diftemper.  It  was  moft  fatal  to  the  aged,  the  afthmatic,  and  thofe  who  were 
debilitated  by  other  diforders. 

A flight  degree  of  the  difeafe  foon  went  off  without  confinement,  any  par- 
ticular diet,  or  medicines ; but  many  aggravated  both  the  fever  and  cough,  by 
expofing  themfelves  to  cold.  With  a large  number  the  fymptoms  were  fo 
violent  as  to  confine  them  to  the  houfe,  and  even  to  bed : in  thefe  cafes  plenty 
of  cooling  and  diluting  liquids,  drank  warm,  by  encouraging  fweats  which 
came  on  fpontaneoufly,  feemed  greatly  to  abate  the  fever.  When  the  cough 
was  very  violent,  during  or  after  the  fever,  bleeding  in  general  manifeflly  alle- 
viated it,  though  the  blood  had  feldom  a thick  fizy  cruft,  and  often  none  at  all. 
In  one  cafe,  even  at  fo  advanced  an  age  as  75,  the  breathing  was  fo  laborious, 
from  a fuppreffion  of  the  cough,  and  the  relief  from  bleeding  was  fo  manifeft, 
and  fo  immediate,  that  it  convinced  both  my  patient  and  myfelf  that  this 
remedy  fnatched  her  out  of  the  very  jaws  of  death.  In  fome  cafes,  antimonials 
manifeftly  abated  both  the  fever  and  cough  ; in  fome,  blifters  were  of  fervice; 
in  general,  cooling  purgatives  and  other  antiphlogiftic  remedies  and  regimen, 
which  it  is  unneceffary  to  fpecify,  had  a falutary  effe£l. 

At  Chefter,  the  fpring  of  1775  (March,  April,  May,  and  beginning  of  June) 
was  remarkably  dry,  and  the  three  laft'  of  thefe  months  unufually  warm  : on 
April  the  28th,  at  two  P.  M.  the  thermometer  was  7 20  in  the  fhade.  July, 
Auguft,  and  September,  were  wet  and  warm.  On  the  19th  and  20th  of  October, 
for  48  hours,  was  a ftorm  of  wind  from  the  weft,  attended  with  rain.  The 
ftorm  was  remarkable,  both  for  violence  and  duration,  which  wrecked  many 
fhips  on  our  coaft : the  news-papers  did  not  fhew  that  it  extended  to  any  great 
diftance  ; but  different  ftorms  are  mentioned  to  have  happened  at  different 
times : their  hiftory,  conne&ed  with  that  of  the  catarrh,  may  illuftrate  the 
queftion  whether  epidemics  have  any  dependence  on  ftorms.  During  Novem- 
ber the  wind  was  generally  from  the  eaft : the  air  was  hazy  for  an  unufual 

cumber 


638  Of  the  Epidemic  Difeafe  'which  appeared  in  London  in  1 775. 

number  of  days  in  this  month.  About  Auguft  and  September,  in  North  Waies, 
almoft  all  the  horfes  were  feized  with  coughs. 

Though  I find  that  18  epidemics  of  this  kind  have  been  recorded  in  medical 
books  during  the  laft  400  years,  yet  perhaps  it  may  not  be  deemed  fuperfluous 
to  mention  another  inftance  of  this  catarrh,  which  feems  to  be  different  from 
the  hiftories  I have  had  an  opportunity  to  confult,  in  regard  to  the  age  of  thofe 
who  were  affe&ed.  The  diftemper  was  general  in  this  city  and  neighbour- 
hood : the  annexed  cafe  happened  1 5 miles  from  hence.  As  thefe  epidemics 
are  generally  mildeft  in  warm  weather,  the  feafon  probably  was  a caufe  of  its 
being  attended  with  moderate  fymptoms.  The  following  account  is  extracted 
from  a letter  I wrote  to  my  highly-efteemed  friend.  Dr.  Watfon,  junior,  on 
July  5,  1769  : 

<c  In  May  fome  children  were  attacked  with  a cough  and  fever.  Towards 
t(  the  middle  of  June  the  difeafe  became  almoft  univerfal  among  children, 
tf  between  a few  months  and  eight  or  ten  years  old,  very  few  efcaping.  In 
“ general  it  feized  upon  all  the  children  in  a family,  though  fome  inftances 
<£  occurred  where  only  one  was  attacked  out  of  feveral  who  lived  together. 
tc  Others  in  the  country,  who  had  no  communication  with  the  infedted,  were 
(c  feized  about  the  fame  time,  and  with  equal  violence.  Hence  this  catarrh 
(C  feems  to  have  been  occafioned  by  the  epidemical  conftitution  and  unknown 
“ influence  of  the  air,  rather  than  infedtion.  Though  the  difeafe  has  been 
<c  univerfal,  I have  heard  of  but  two  or  three  cafes  in  which  it  was  fatal. 
tc  The  fymptoms  of  this  catarrh  are,  a fliort  frequent  tickling  cough,  exadtly 
14  like  the  cough  which  attends  the  meafles ; fome  are  firft  feized  with  fneezing. 
t(  In  a few  days  the  fever  begins,  with  a quick  frequent  pulfe,  a hot  and 
fC  fometimes  a moift  fkin,  and  a white  tongue.  The  cough  generally  begins 
*<  before  the  fever,  and  continues  after  it.  Some  children  have  the  cough 
*<  (which  is  a very  diftinguifhable  one)  without  any  fever.  During  the  fever 
« they  are  generally  very  fleepy,  and  fometimes  delirious : a difficulty  of 
“ breathing  generally  comes  on  when  the  cough  and  fever  are  violent.  The 
“ urine,  in  all  the  cafes  I have  feen,  has  a copious  white  fediment;  the  blood 
«*  is  very  fizy;  worms  are  frequently  difcharged  by  ftool  during  the  fever. 

This  circumftance  has  increafed  a fufpicion  I have  entertained  for  fome 
if  time,  that  worms  are  not  fo  often  as  fuppofed,  or  probably  not  at  all, 

4f  the  caufe  of  fever.  It  is  natural  to  expedl  that  fevers  Ihould  expel  worms. 
*(  from  the  inteftines,  but  not  very  likely  that  worms  could  produce  fevers, 
“ for  many  reafons  that  might  be  adduced,  were  this  the  proper  occafion  of 
“ difcuffing  the  point. 

c<  In  this  epidemic,  bleeding  gave  immediate  relief.  Emetic  tartar  abated 

u remarkably 
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{<  remarkably  both  the  fever  and  cough : thefe,  with  blitters  and  cooling 
u diluting  drinks,  are  the  remedies  on  which  I principally  depend.  I do 
“ not  know  of  any  cafe  that  ended  fatally  when  treated  in  this  method : one 
“ of  thofe  who  died  was  not  blooded.  I will  tranfcribe  you  a cafe  to  illuftrate 
“ the  difeafe,  in  a concife  method,  that  I keep  the  hiftory  of  almoft  all  my 
ff  patients : 

- 

<c  Junii  17,  1769.  iEtatis  6,  Mifs  D-—  — Tuffis,  dies  viii.  nunc  brevis, 
“ frequens,  et  pituitam  movens.  Febris,  dies  v.  nunc  cutis  calor  audttus, 
“ madorque ; lingua  albida;  P.  132;  capitis  dolor;  urinse  fedimentum 
“ album,  copiofum. 

“ V.  S.  f v.  Hirudo  tempori.  Tart.  emet.  gr.  f,  iiU  horis  ad  furftim  vel 
“ deorfum  purgandum,  quotidie.  Vefic.  dorfo. 

“ Jun.  25.  Apyrexia.  Tuflis  tantum  matutina. 

<c  Hauftus  Peruvianus  ter  quotidie. 

" Jul.  1.  Ad  fanitatem  perducitur. 

“ In  this  cafe  emetic  tartar,  in  others  bleeding,  gave  mod  relief.  It  may 
“ not  be  improper  to  mention,  that  while  this  epidemic  prevailed,  I met  with 
“ a cafe  of  the  croup , diftinguilhed  by  a peculiar  hoarfe  wheezing  refpiration : 
tc  this  patient,  who  was  a boy  about  five  years  old,  fpat  up  from  his  wind- 
“ pipe  four  white  tough  membranes,  about  four  inches  long,  and  half  an  inch 
<e  broad,  on  which  the  wheezing  ceafed.  In  this  cafe  both  the  tonfils  and  fauces 
**  were  covered  with  a white  membrane.  It  feems  remarkable,  that  this  difeafe, 
“ which  is  frequent  in  Scotland,  Sweden,  Germany,  America,  and  the  Weft 
“ Indies — places  fo  diftant,  and  fo  different  in  climate — fhould  never  have  ap- 
“ peared  in  London,  as  I was  lately  allured  by  a phyfician  of  long  and  the  molt 
€t  general  practice  in  that  metropolis*.  In  Chefter,  and  North  Wales,  feveral 
41  cafes  have  occurred  to  my  obfervation  within  a few  years.” 


Dr.  R.  P U L T E N E Y,  of  Blandford,  Dorfetfhire. 

In  order  to  acquire  the  moft  accurate  information  r effecting  the  Epidemic  Influenca, 
Dr.  Fothergill  fent  printed  Sketches  of  the  difeafe , with  the  preceding  Queries, 

0 This  difeafe,  of  the  Croup,  occurs  not  unfrequently  in  the  neighbourhood  of  London.  Editor* 
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to  federal  of  his  correfpondents  in  the  country.  Dr.  Cuming  tranfmitted  one  of 
thefe  to  his  friend  Dr.  Pulteney , of  Blandford ; and  the  following  anfwers  from 
him  were  addrejfed  to  Dr.  Cuming, , by  whofe  means  I procured  them ; and , 
from  a refpett  to  the  elegant  author  of  A general  View  of  the  Writings  of 
Linnaeus,  I have  inferted  the  original , rather  than  the  abridgment  in  the  Medical 
Inquiries . Editor. 

Blandford , Dec.  17,  1775. 

1.  I THINK  we  heard  of  the  diforder  in  this  country  rather  earlier  than 
the  beginning  of  November.  I had  this  Epidemic  myfelf  among  the  firft. 
You  recollect  my  being  ill,  when  we  were  together  in  the  middle  of  October  j 
and  I did  not  get  well  in  lefs  than  three  weeks  after  that  time. 

l.  I remarked,  that  the  fervants  in  many  gentlemen’s  families  were  all  faid 
to  be  ill  of  the  Dijlemper ; and  that  it  was  confidered  among  themfelves  as  what 
they  caught  of  each  other. 

4,  5.  My  obfervations,  I think,  confirm  this  detail  of  the  fymptoms,  as  far 
as  the  number  of  patients,  that  I was  profeflionally  concerned  for,  will  allow 
me  to  judge. 

7.  Two  or  three  that  I faw,  who  fuffered  confiderably  from  it,  had  very  dark- 
coloured  llools  in  the  beginning. 

8.  This  obfervation  was  remarkably  true  with  refpedt  to  feveral  that  fell 
under  my  care  j who  were  fo  teazed  with  the  cough,  as  to  induce  them  to 
get  out  of  bed  and  fit  by  the  fire  in  the  night-time  by  which  method  they 
gained  a truce,  and  thought  themfelves  much  relieved. 

10.  No  means  feemed  to  produce  a better  effedV,  in  fuch  as  fuffered  greatly 
from  this  diforder,  than  bleeding : and,  as  far  as  I could  judge,  they  bore  it 
uncommonly  well.  I believe  I mentioned  to  you  in  a letter,  that,  fo  far  from 
finding  any  thing  really  putrid  in  this  difeafe,  as  was  then  believed  by  fome, 
on  the  contrary  I had  not  remarked,  for  feveral  years  paft,  the  fame  general 
neceffity  for  bleeding,  or  the  fame  good  effects  from  it.  Yet,  had  I not  feen 
that  good  effedt,  and  remarked  the  fizy  appearance  of  the  blood,  I own  the 
black  colour  of  the  ftools,  in  two  or  three  cafes,  would  have  deterred  me,  at 
leaft,  from  the  repetition  of  it. 

11.  It  occurred  to  me,  that  blifters,  in  feveral  inftances,  did  not  abate  the 
cough  fo  much  as  might  have  been  expedted,  and,  as  often  happens,  efpecially 
for  a night  or  two  at  leaft,  while  the  ferous  difcharge  continues  fomewhac  ' 
copious. 

Anodynes  did  very  well  after  fufficient  evacuations ; but  I did  not  make 
much  ufe  of  them,  as  1 thought,  in  fome  cafes,  they  difpofed  to  profufe 
fweatings  in  a morning. 


Excepting 
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Excepting  bleeding,  I trufted  more  to  gentle,  repeated,  evacuating  medi- 
cines, than  to  any  other.  I thought  fmall  dofes  of  James’s  powder,  with  or 
without  rhubarb,  anfwered  this  purpofe  remarkably  well.  Indeed  I was  led 
fometimes  to  acquiefce  in  giving  this  medicine,  from  having  found  my  patients 
in  the  ufe  of  it  when  I was  called  in,  and  in  finding  that  it  had  done  well  with, 
them.  Neverthelefs  it  was  judged  necefiary  to  repeat  bleeding,  in  fome  cafes, 
to  the  third  time,  and  I did  not  think  that  I ever  had  reafon  to  be  diffatisfied 
with  it. 

12.  Although  fomething  like  an  intermittent  type  was  remarked  in  a few 
cafes,  yet  I judged  the  diforder  to  be  going  off  at  that  time,  and  did  not  diredt 
the  bark. 

13.  I am  certain,  as  to  myfelf,  that  I never  rode  out,  whilft  I fuffered 
from  this  diforder,  without  aggravating  the  cough.  And,  more  than  once  or 
twice,  when  I thought  it  going  off,  a ride  brought  it  on  again  with  confide- 
rable  violence  : yet,  at  laft  the  cough  left  me  very  abruptly,  without  my  being 
able  to  affign  any  particular  caufe  for  fo  fudden  a departure. 

15,  17.  It  feems  to  me  that  it  was  by  no  means  fo  univerfally  felt  with  us 
as  it  appears  to  have  been  in  London ; and  I do  not  know  of  one  perfon  who 
fell  under  my  particular  cognizance,  either  profeffionally  or  otherwife,  that  died 
of  it. 

20.  I heard  much  of  horfes  and  dogs  being  affedted,  before  it  was  felt 
among  the  human  race ; and  I remember  to  have  feen  blood  that  was  taken 
from  horfes,  at  the  time,  uncommonly  fizy  : but  I apprehend  this  appearance  to 
be  very  common,  and  that  the  blood  of  ftabled  and  pampered  horfes  has  ufually 
this  appearance  on  almoft  all  occafions. 


Dr.  WILLIAM  THOMSON,  of  Worcefler. 

Dec.  20,  1775. 

THIS  diftemper  became  general  here  about  the  middle  of  November,  and 
Tpread  gradually  in  the  country  around. 

In  fome,  the  head  was  affedted  to  a degree  of  ftupor  and  delirium,  which 
were  relieved  as  foon  as  the  cheft  was  affedted. 

A diarrhoea  frequently  happened,  and  always  moderated  the  other  fymptoms. 
In  moft  cafes,  where  the  fymptoms  were  violent,  bleeding  was  necefiary, 
even  to  the  third  time ; nor  did  I obferve  any  inconvenience  from  it. 

4 N 
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The  fatal  confequences  of  the  diforder  to  old  afthmatic  people  were  frequent 
hereabouts. 

People  in  general  recovered  flowly,  and,  for  a good  while,  fuffered  great 
weaknefs  and  dejedtion. 


G.  SKENE,  of  Aberdeen. 

IT  began  here  near  the  end  of  November,  and  continued  for  four  or 
five  weeks  : the  fecond  and  third  week  it  was  very  general.  It  went  regularly 
northward,  but  was  not  univerfal  to  the  north  of  this  city.  It  did  not  vifit 
Fraferburgh,  though  there  was  a putrid  fever  there  very  fatal  at  that  time. 

The  difeafe  never  affumed  the  type  of  an  intermittent  here ; but  it  is  to  be 
obferved,  that  the  intermittent  fever  is  not  known  in  Aberdeen.  We  never  fee 
a regular  intermittent,  except  the  patients  bring  it  from  other  climates  im- 
mediately, or  have  been  great  fufferers  by  it  formerly  in  other  countries  j and 
our  fevers  very  tarely  affume  that  form  in  their  decline. 


Dr.  D.  CAMPBELL,  of  Lancafter. 


Feb.  18,  177& 

WHEN  the  diforder  became  fo  univerfal  here,  I think  its  nature,  as 
a contagious  complaint,  might  (befides  its  running  fo  generally  through  whole 
families)  be  fairly  proved  by  its  progrels  from  London  to  the  North.  Every 
account  fhewed  the  prevalence  of  this  epidemic  in  London , for  near  three 
weeks  before  it  extended  to  Lancafter.  Even  when  almoft  every  perfon  at 
Liverpool  was  attacked  by  it,  I fcarcely  remember  to  have  heard,  upon  the 
molt  diligent  enquiry,  that  a greater  number  of  perfons  was  affedted  with 
catarrhous  fymptoms  than  ufual.  But  I think  in  about  three  days  after  we  had 
been  informed  of  the  frequency  of  the  complaint  at  Liverpool,  there  was 
fcarcely  a family  in  this  town  but  had  one  or  more  perfons  feized.  About 

this 
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this  time  I remember  to  have  feen  a gentleman  from  Kirkby  Lonfdale,  which 
ties  about  fourteen  miles  hence,  in  a north-eaft  direction,  who  informed  me, 
not  a perfon  he  then  knew  of  was,  at  that  time,  affe&ed  there  ; but  the  next 
week  he  informed  me,  it  was  then  equally  univerfal  as  with  us.  At  the  fame 
time  he  told  me,  that  Kirkby  Steven  (which  lies  about  the  fame  diftance  from 
Kirkby  Lonfdale,  in  a ftmilar  direction)  had  yet  efcaped.  In  a few  days,  how- 
ever, I underftood  the  complaint  was  equally  general  there. 

Thefe  complaints,  which  in  a manner  difappeared  on  the  fetting-in  of  the 
fjroft,  in  the  beginning  of  January,  have,  fince  the  thaw,  which  took  place  the 
1 ft  of  February,  again  become  rife,  though  not  with  the  fame  frequency  and 
violence  as  in  December* 
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SOME  ACCOUNT 


OF  THE 


DISEASE  OF  WHICH  DR.  FOTHERGILL  DIED. 


HE  urinary  bladder,  though  fituated  in  the  lower  part  of  the  abdomen. 


where  it  is  accefiible,  by  the  paffage  of  the  urethra,  to  the  introduction 
of  an  external  inftrument ; and,  pofteriorly,  by  the  rectum,  almoft  to  the 
contact  of  the  finger ; is  neverthelefs  liable  to  difeafes,  the  ftate  and  nature  of 
which,  during  life,  have  been  fo  dubious,  as  to  be  afcertained  by  diffection 
only  after  death.  Morgagni  * * * §,  who  has  paid  attention  to  the  difeafes  of  this 
vifcus,  admits  this  difficulty  ; and  the  Symptomata  and  Extifpicia  of  Lieutaud  f 
afford  the  moft  decifive  proofs  of  this  uncertainty,  as  well  as  the  Nofologia  of 
Sauvages  J,  and  the  writings  of  many  other  authors  of  celebrity  §. 

Dr.  Fothergill’s  difeafe  was  one  of  thofe  attended  with  fome  obfcurity  : - 
we  may  trace  fymptoms  of  it  as  early  as  1778,  which  was  almoft  two  years 
before  its  fatal  termination.  I have  before  me  the  Doctor's  own  opinion  upon 

* De  Caufis  et  Sedibus  Morborum,  lib.  iii.  lit.  41,  art.  12,  and  particularly  13,  16,  17;  and 
his  numerous  authorities,  to  lit.  43,  art.  4. 

f Hiftoria  Anatomico-Medica,  vol.  i.  p.  293,  et  feq.  ; vol.  ii.  p.  330;  Obf.  1333  ad  1352. 

J Nofologia,  vol.  ii.  p.  520,  et  feq.  de  Ifchuria. 

§ It  is  not  my  defign  to  fpeak  particularly  of  the  difeafes  of  the  bladder ; and  therefore  refer 
to  the  writers  already  quoted,  and  to  their  numerous  authorities,  which  may  be  feen  under  the 
pages  to  which  I have  referred. 

I may  likewife  add  here,  that  Hippocrates,  and  many  ancient  writers,  contain  very  ufeful  fadts 
upon  this  fubjedt ; and  of  the  moderns,  confult  Hoffmanni  Oper.  tom.  iii.  p.  275  ; Suppl.  Secuna. 
p.  476  ; De  Exulceratione  Veficas ; Comment,  de  Rebus,  vol.  xvii.  p.  3.  pag.  641 ; and  particularly 
Ada  Academ.  Regis  Scientiar.  an.  1758,  vol.  xix.  j Comment,  de  Rebus,  vol.  viii.  p.  16, 
vol.  xix.  p.  469,  vol.  xxi.  p.  500;  Adverfaria  Medico-Praftica,  vol.  ii.  p.  675,  entitled,  Com- 
mentatio  de  Ifchuria  ex  Tumoribus  Veficae  ; Petit  Traite  des  Maladies,  &c.  tom.  iii.  p.  7 ; 
journal  de  Medecine,  par  M.  A.  Roux,  tom.  31,  Paris  1769. 
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the  firfl  attack  of  his  diforder,  as  communicated  to  fome  of  his  diftant  corre- 
fpondents  foon  after  his  recovery.  To  one  of  them  he  relates  the  following 
particulars,  which  I fhall  tranfcribe  : 

November  30,  1778.  “ This  day  fortnight  I found,  on  waking  out  of  a 

ce  ffiort  fleep,  a forcible  inclination  to  make  water,  but  without  the  power. 
“ I had  perceived  fome  hqat  and  unufual  difficulty,  for  a day  or  two.  I im~ 
« mediately  got  up,  took  a faline  laxative  which  I had  in  the  houfe  ; and  found 
cc  myfelf  fo  much  better  next  morning,  as  to  go  my  ufual  round  of  bufinefs. 
<c  In  the  night  I was  feized  with  a total  retention  : I was  bled,  had  repeated 
ct  injections  inftantly,  but  to  no  effeCt.  I took  oily  and  highly  anodyne 
<c  draughts ; and,  without  the  leaft  mitigation  of  pain,  took  upwards  of  200 
ct  drops  of  TinCtura  Thebaica  in  the  fpace  of  a very  few  hours,  which  barely 
tc  mitigated  my  diftrefs  ; till,  after  repeated  and  fruitlefs  attempts  to  draw  off 
‘c  the  water,  with  grievous  differing  to  myfelf,  and  no  fmall  difficulty  to  the 
<c  moft  experienced  operator  in  Britain,  we  at  length  fucceeded.  I dill 
“ continue  under  the  neceffity  of  having  it  drawn  off  twice  a day,  not  a 
cc  drop  paffing  without  it  j but  the  operation  becomes  daily  rather  lefs  painful 
ct  to  myfelf,  and  lefs  difficult  to  my  friend  Percival  Pott,  who  attends  me. 

Ci  The  immediate  caufe  of  this  difficulty  feems  to  be  a great  thickening  of 
tc  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  which  was  the  effeCt  of  inflammation.  This,  being 
“ a recent  caufe,  and  all  fever  now  removed,  will  probably  ere  long  give 
“ way. — To  this  another  caufe  is  added,  which  will  require  attention  hereafter, 
<c  if  I am  permitted  to  furvive  ; an  enlarged,  but  not  otherwife  morbid,  proftate 
“ gland.” 

To  another  correfpondent,  about  two  weeks  afterwards,  when  the  fuppreffion 
was  removed,  he  offers  a further  explanation  of  this  difeafe. 

<c  Emptying  the  bladder  as  often  as  diflenflon  made  it  neceffary,  was  the 
u only  certain  relief  I had,  till  the  obftruCting  caufe,  an  inflammation  near  the 
“ bulbous  part  of  the  urethra,  which  clofed  the  paffage  totally,  was  removed 
“ by  evacuations  and  regimen.  In  proportion  as  this  gave  way,  the  parts 
cf  began  to  produce  their  ufual  effeCts,  weakly  and  irregularly  at  firfl,  but 
ct  by  degrees  more  naturally  and  uniformly  ; for  I found  a confiderable  defeCt 
(t  in  this  operation  for  a long,  time,  for  want  of  all  the  parts  concerned  in  it 
“ uniting  in  aCtion  in  the  fame  moment. — If  the  bladder  contracted,  and  the 
f{  fphinCter  was  not  opened  the  fame  inftant,  pain  enfued  : if  thefe  aCted  at  the 
<c  fame  time,  and  the  mufcles  neceffary  for  its  progrefs  through  the  urethra: 
t{  did  not  inftantly  lend  their  affiftance,  all  was  ineffectual..  As  ftrength 
u returns,  I find  all  thefe  difficulties  abate.” 

From  this  period  he  continued  gradually  to  recover,  and  to  regain  all  his 
ufual  functions,  except  the  ability  of  retaining  his  water  as  long  as  formerly ; 
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and  difcharged  the  duties  of  his  profeflion  with  his  ufual  application  and 
affiduity. 

Soon  after  he  began  to  recover  he  fek  a pain,  though  not  very  acute,  in  one 
heel,  which  he  afcribed  to  the  gout ; and  his  fubfequent  continuance  in  health 
confirmed  him  in  opinion,  that  the  difeafe  he  had  fufpedted  in  the  proftate 
gland,  was  not  a morbid  enlargement,  but  a gouty  affe&ion  of  that  part. 

Under  this  deception  he  remained  till  the  12th  of  December  1780,  when 
the  fecond  and  final  attack  commenced.  He  had,  on  this  day,  been  inceffantly 
engaged  in  his  profellional  duties  till  late  in  the  evening ; and  had  experienced 
throughout  the  day  more  frequent  irritations  to  make  water  than  ufual  j but  it. 
was  not  till  midnight  that  he  perceived  a total  fuppreffion,  accompanied  with 
acute  pain  about  the -neck  of  the  bladder.  To  obviate  the  pain,  he  had 
recourfe  to  a large  dofe  of  laudanum  ; and  in  the  morning  the  catheter  was 
attempted  to  be  introduced,  but  without  effeft : a confiderable  tenfion  of  the 
abdomen  gradually  fupervened,  on  which  account  purgative  medicines  and 
clvfters  were  repeatedly  adminiftered  5 which,  however,  did  not  produce  any 
inteftinal  difcharge  for  near  three  days,  either  from  the  torpor  of  the  canal, 
increafed  by  opium,  or  from  the  preflure  of  the  bladder,  enlarged  by  obftrudted 
urine,  and  its  neck  by  a tumor,  which  difledtion  afterwards  more  fully  afcer- 
tained. 

To  remove  the  inflammation,  he  was  bled  in  the  arm  ; and,  after  a few  days 
from  the  attack,  he  occafionally  made  ufe  of  a warm  bath  in  his  bedchamber. 

In  the  whole  progrefs  of  this  difeafe  no  material  variety  of  fymptoms  oc- 
curred. After  the  means  were  ufed  to  obviate  inflammation,  by  bleeding,  by 
laxatives  (to  which  the  inteftines  flowly  and  reludlantly  anfwered,  without  re- 
moving the  abdominal  tenfion)  by  diluents,  and  a tepid  bath,  almoft  the 
only  refource  was  in  the  catheter : and  this  inftrument,  which,  on  a former 
occafion,  had  afforded  the  moft  happy  relief,  was  unavailable  in  the  prefent 
inftance,  though  directed  by  the  fame  able  hand  *.  However,  though  no 
urine  was  difcharged  by  the  catheter,  a fmall  quantity  was  continually  oozing 
through  the  urethra,  which  tended  to  prolong  a painful  exiftence  to  the  26th 
of  December,  when  he  died. 

It  would  prove  of  little  utility,  in  the  prefent  cafe,  to  defcribe  every  trifling 
variation  in  the  fymptoms  of  the  difeafe  itfelf,  or  the  minutiae  of  medical 
treatment.  By  the  catheter  no  urine  could  ever  be  evacuated  : after  ftools 
had  been  with  difficulty  procured  by  oily  and  faline  purgatives,  aided  by 
clyfters,  to  lefien  the  enlargement  of  the  proftate  gland  calomel  was  taken 

• Dr.  Watfon,  Dr,  Warren,  and  Dr.  Reynolds,  were  his  phyficians  j and  Percival  Pott  the 
surgeon  alluded  to, 

internally^ 
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internally,  and  fmall  quantities  of  mercurial  ointment  were  rubbed  on  the  peri- 
neum. When  th£  pain  was  violent,  opiates  were  neceffarily  given. 

The  pulfe,  efpecially  in  the  early  period  of  the  difeafe,  was  hard  and  quick ; 
the  whole  abdomen  was  tight,  and  amazingly  minified  ; the  tenfion  juft  above 
the  os  pubis  was  ftill  more  confiderable.  He  exprefted  his  feelings  to  me, 
as  if  he  had  been  violently  inflated  with  wind  to  an  unufual  magnitude ; and 
his  third  was  almoft  infatiable ; but,  throughout  the  courfe  of  the  diforder, 
his  fenfes  were  remarkably  uniform  and  collected. 


THE  DISSECTION. 

UPON  infpe&ing  the  dead  body,  the  whole  belly  appeared  to  be  con- 
fiderably,  but  by  no  means  uniformly,  fwollen,  the  tumefcence  being  much 
greater  on  the  left  fide  than  on  the  right. 

Upon  opening  the  abdomen,  fcarcely  any  veftige  of  an  omentum  was  to  be 
found  although  there  was  no  deficiency  of  fat  any  where  elfe,  where  it  might 
be  expected. 

The  bladder , containing  a large  quantity  of  urine,  was  fo  diftended  as  to 
reach  nearly  as  high  as  the  navel  j the  coats  were  very  confiderably  thickened, 
and  the  greater  part  of  its  bulk  or  volume  occupied  the  left  fide  of  the  body, 
owing  to  an  unnatural  connexion  with  the  parts  in  its  vicinity  on  that  fide. 
The  coats  of  this  organ  were  much  thickened  every  where,  and  in  the  lower 
part  of  its  cavity,  clofe  to  its  neck,  was  found  a fungous  excrefcence,  in  fize 
fomewhat  larger  than  the  largeft  of  what  are  commonly  called  French  walnuts, 
and  longer  in  proportion  to  its  breadth  : it  was  hard,  rough,  unequal  in  its 
furface,  of  a pale  red  colour  and  was  largely  and  firmly  attached  to,  if  not 
fpringing  from,  the  internal  coat  of  that  part  of  the  bladder  which  was  next 
to  its  neck. 

In  the  fuperior  part  of  the  fungus,  the  body  lying  fupine,  there  was  a 
divifion  or  flit,  forming  a kind  of  gutter  or  channel,  which  pafted  through 
about  half  the  thicknefs,  and  occupied  fomething  more  than  half  the  length,  of 
this  excrefcence.  By  means  of  the  gutter  or  channel  the  catheter  had  always, 
during  the  Doftor’s  laft  illnefs,  been  with  facility  admitted  into  the  body  of 
the  fungus,  but  could  never  proceed  further;  by  which,  although  it  was  truly 
in  the  bladder,  yet,  being  within  the  fungus  alfo,  it  could  never  ferve  the  pur- 
pofe  for  which  it  was  introduced. 

On 
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On  the  other  hand,  this  gutter,  feveral  days  before  the  Dodtor  died,  had 
fuffered  fuch  a quantity  of  urine  involuntarily  and  continually  to  pafs  off, 
as,  though  infufficient  to  empty  the  bladder,  or  remove  its  diftenfion,  had  yet 
been  fully  fufficient  to  prevent  either  its  becoming  gangrenous,  or  burfting; 
of  neither  of  which  was  there  the  fmalleft  appearance. 

In  the  middle  of  the  fungus  was  a fmall  ftone,  about  the  fize  of  a very  fmall 
horfe-bean,  but  thin  and  flat*. 

The  proftate  gland  itfelf  was  enlarged,  hard,  and  by  no  means  in  a natural 
ft  ate. 


EXPLANATION  of  the  PLATE. 

The  bladder,  with  part  of  the  urethra  opened  from  the  anterior  part. 
a a.  The  body  of  the  bladder. 

b b.  The  inferior  and  anterior  part  of  the  bladder  divided,  and  thrown  back. 

c.  The  neck  of  the  bladder. 
d d.  The  tumor  connedted  with  the  proftate  gland. 

e.  A fiflure  or  cavity  in  this  tumor. 

f.  Part  of  the  urethra  divided. 

g.  Caput  gallinaginis,  with  its  orifice. 

h h.  The  orifices  of  the  excretory  dudts  of  the  proftate. 
i i.  The  corpus  cavernofum  of  the  urethra. 
k k.  The  ureters  divided. 

/ /.  The  vafa  deferentia  divided. 
m.  The  veficulas  fcminales. 
n n.  The  proftate  gland. 

0 0.  The  eredtor  mufcles. 

* This  was  probably  colledted,  after  the  difeafe  had  been  formed,  by  depofitlon  of  fand  from  the 
urine,  as  it  Dercolated  through  the  fiffure  or  channel  of  the  excrefcence. 
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REMARKS. 

WHEN  the  bladder  is  thus  diftended,  its  neck  is  thrown  up  towards  the 
os  pubis,  which  renders  the  introdudtion  of  the  catheter  extremely  difficult  to 
the  operator.  The  mufcular  fibres  running  along  the  Tides  of  the  bladder, 
are  antagonifts  to  the  fibres  furrounding  the  orifice  of  it.  If  the  bladder  be 
thus  diftended  with  urine,  fo  that  the  mufcular  fibres  on  its  fides  lofe  their 
contradtile  force,  and  become  as  it  were  paralytic,  thofe  forming  the  fphindter 
mufcle,  having  now  loft  their  equilibrium,  immediately  contradt,  and  form  a 
fpafm  ; and  the  greater  the  diftenfion,  the  ftronger  is  the  fpafm  on  the  orifice 
of  the  bladder,  and  a natural  excretion  of  the  urine  becomes  more  and  more 
impradticable  : hence,  in  fuch  cafes,  it  happens,  that  after  the  urine  has  been 
evacuated  by  means  of  the  catheter,  the  bladder  does  not  recover  its  tone  for 
many  days,  or  even  weeks. 

A fuppreffion  of  urine  may  thus  come  on,  without  any  primary  morbid 
affedtion  of  the  bladder  in  general,  or  the  proftate  gland  in  particular;  as 
from  haemorrhoids*,  blifters,  or  other  external  or  internal  ftimulants.  Perfons 
confined  in  company,  and  influenced  by  delicacy,  have,  by  long  retention 
of  urine,  fuffered  a total  fuppreffion  ; and  the  mufcular  fibres  of  the  bladder, 
being  once  diftended  beyond  the  tone  of  contradtile  power,  can  only  be  relieved 
by  means  of  the  catheter : the  diftending  fluid  being  removed,  the  difeafe, 
thus  induced,  ufually  terminates  fpeedily. 

If,  from  a repetition  of  fuch  circumftances,  or  from  any  other  exciting  caufes, 
inflammation  to  a confiderable  degree  fhould  enfue,  the  caufe  of  the  difeafe, 
and  the  fubfequent  fymptoms  of  fuppreffion,  are  more  difficultly  removed. 
The  volume  of  urine  prefling  more  forcibly  upon  the  proftate  gland,  generally 
excites  the  moft  urgent  fymptoms  in  this  part.  This  ftage  of  the  difeafe  may 
be  termed  flimple  inflammation. 

But  if,  from  the  violence  of  the  inflammation,  from  acrimony  of  the  fluids, 
or  from  other  predifpoflng  difpofition  of  the  patient,  the  veffels  of  the  internal 
coat  of  the  bladder  and  proftate  gland  become  thickened  and  varicous,  a 
more  permanent  and  dangerous  affedtion  refults  ; and  this  ftage  may  be  called 
varicous  inflammation . 

The  internal  membranes  of  the  vifcera  are  feldom  long  inflamed,  but 
aggravated  mifchief  enfues  $ thofe  lining  the  bladder  and  covering  the  proftate 

* HofFmanni  Confult.  et  Refponf.  Med.  Cent.  ii.  & iii.  § 3.  caf.  84,  93. 

gland 
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gland  become  confiderably  thickened,  and  a kind  of  herpetic  eruption,  or 
morbid  obftrudtion  of  the  glands,  have  accompanied  the  varicous  ftate  of  this 
vifcus,  and  fometimes  alfo  a cyftirrhoea,  which  I have  known  inftances  of 
without  the  prefence  of  calculus  or  ulcer.  This  ftage  may  be  termed  chronic 
inflammation. 

In  any  of  thefe  flages,  where  inflammation  has  been  great,  and  the  fluids 
perhaps  morbid,  the  membrane  covering  the  proftate  gland  and  internal 
furface  of  the  bladder  * * * § is  liable  to  form  fungous  or  fchirrous  excrefcences, 
which  fometimes  deftroy  the  patient,  by  mechanically  flopping  the  paflage  of 
the  urethra,  as  happened  in  the  fubjefl  whofe  cafe  gave  rife  to  the  prefent 
enquiry.  In  thefe  Hates  the  proftate  gland  itfelf  is  ufually  difeafed,  and  moftly 
fcirrhous  or  enlarged,  or  even  ulcerated  f ; being  liable,  like  other  glandular 
bodies,  to  various  difeafes,  from  obftrudtion,  from  a bad  ftate  of  the  habit,  or 
other  caufes.  For  the  fake  of  diftinftion,  this  ftage  may  properly  be  called 
a morbid  affetlion  of  the  proftate  gland. 

1.  The  inflammatory  ft  ate , after  the  urine  has  been  evacuated  by  the  catheter, 
is  further  relieved  by  bleeding  from  the  arm  ; by  oily  laxatives,  fuch  as  caftor 
oil,  manna  with  oil  of  almonds  J by  emollient  anodyne  clyfters  § ; by  the 
warm  bath;  by  fmooth  mucilaginous  drinks,  and  indulging  in  an  eafy  reclined 
pofition. 

Befides  thefe  means,  which  muft  occur  to  every  practitioner,  topical  bleeding 
is  one  of  the  moft  eflfential  remedies  in  every  fpecies  of  inflammation  in  the 
bladder,  and  it  is  at  the  fame  time  one  of  the  eafieft  to  inftitute  : for  this 
purpofe  I have  ordered  from  fix  to  twelve  leeches  to  be  applied  to  the  peri- 
nteum.  As  a partial  inflammation,  it  occurred  to  me  peculiarly  to  demand  a 
partial  application  * and  the  benefit  that  has  refulted  induces  me  to  urge  this 

* Sometimes  the  internal  membrane  of  the  bladder  forme  a duplicature  near  the  neck  of  the 
bladder,  and  a&ing  like  a valve,  has  prevented  the  exit  of  the  urine,  and  thereby  deftroyed  the 
patient,  without  any  morbid  affeftion  of  the  bladder  itfelf.  A difle&ion  of  this  kind  is  in 
the  pofleflion  of  furgeon  Young. 

f An  ulcer  of  the  uterus,  or  of  the  colon  or  reftum,  in  fome  inftances,  is  communicated  to  the 
bladder,  and  has  even  dilfolved  the  fubftance  of  this  vifcus,  in  fuch  a manner  as  to  allow  the 
fee es.  See.  to  pafs  into  it.  A cafe  and  diffe&ion  of  this  kind  is  now  before  me. 

t Purgatives  of  neutral  falts  are  often  given,  from  a fuppofition  of  their  adlion  being  deter- 
mined to  the  bladder ; but  for  this  very  reafon  they  lhould  be  avoided,  and  every  other  means 
likewife  that  determines  the  fluids  to  this  vifcus,  or  excites  irritation. 

§ In  mrft  difeafes  of  the  bladder  and  proftate  gland,  anodyne  clyfters  are  peculiarly  interefting  t 
after  having  been  ufed  with  gradual  amendment  of  the  patients,  I have  known  inftances  where, 
from  negledl,  the  inje&ion  has  been  omitted,  all  the  painful  fymptoms  have  returned,  and  been 
aggravated. 
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practice  in  the  drongeft  manner,  as  one  of  the  molt  eafy  and  efficacious 
remedies. 

1.  Varicous  inflammation  not  only  requires  all  the  former  means  of  removing 
fimple  inflammation , but  alfo  a longer  perfeverance  in  their  ufe,  in  order  to 
obviate  that  habitual  fulnefs,  and  inflammatory  affetdion  of  the  blood-veflels 
and  mucous  membranes  of  the  parts.  This  is  to  be  edeCted  by  a continued 
attention  to  vegetable,  light,  mucilaginous,  and  fpare  nourifhment ; by  repeated 
bleedings,  particularly  in  perinaeo  ; by  avoiding  long  retention  of  urine,  riding 
on  horfeback,  and  other  caufes,  which  bring  a determination  of  the  fluids  to  the 
bladder.  When  there  is  varicous  inflammation , the  introduction  of  the  catheter, 
though  carefully  performed,  often  excites  an  htemorrhage  : this,  however,  is 
feldom  pernicious,  as  it  empties  the  vefiels  preternaturally  didendea ; and  ! 
have  fometimes  feen  the  fuppreflion  ceafe,  after  a copious  fanguineous  dif- 
charge  has  followed  the  removal  of  the  catheter. 

3.  Chronic  inflammation  is  a term,  however  paradoxical  it  may  appear,  that 
occafionally  takes  place,  and  is  particularly  applicable  in  fome  dates  of  the 
bladder.  Like  varicous  inflammation , the  means  of  obviating  preternatural 
determination  mud  be  long  purfued.  To  thefe  I may  add  the  ufe  of  iflues  in 
the  thighs,  as  one  of  the  mod  important  means  of  relief  in  this  dage ; and  par- 
ticularly, where  a cydirrhoea*  endangers  the  life,  or  where  ulcers  of  the  bladder 
may  be  fufpeCled.  Here  likewife  a decoClion  of  uva  urfi  f,  with  gummi  dorax 
calamitat,  has  aflorded  confiderable  benefit:  where  much  debility  has  enfued, 
a decocdion  of  Peruvian  bark  may  be  fubdituted  for  that  of  uva  urfi. 

4.  In 

* Pyuria  of  Sauvages,  Nofologia  Methodica,  tom.  ii.  p.  394,  clafT.  9.  xxviii.  See  Parnham, 
Thefis  de  Cyftirrhoea,  Edinb.  1772. 

-J-  Jo.  Andr.  Myrray,  Comm,  de  Uva  Urii,  Gott.  1764 ; De  Haen,  Rat.  Med.  tom.  ii.  p.  160  ; 
Ejufd.  Lettre  a un  de  fes  Amis,  1763,  p.  92 ; Linn.  Amcenit.  Acad.  vol.  ii.  p.  407  ; Crantz,  Mat. 
Med.  tom.  ii.  p.  24. 

J In  the  following  proportions : 

R.  Uva;  Urfi,  femi-unciam,  coque  ex 

Aqua;  Fontana,  unc.  xvj.  ad  unc.  viij. 

Sub  finem  coftionis  addendo 
Gummi  Storacis  Calam.  drachmas  duas,  turn  cola. 

R.  Hujus  Colaturae,  fefqui-unciam  j 
Spir.  Lavend.  comp,  vel 
Tinft.  Cortic.  Peruviani,  femi-drachmam. 

M.  fiat  hauftus  ter  die  fumendus. 

R.  Extract.  Cicutae,  3j* 

Sulph.  Aurati  Antimonii,  3j* 

M.  fiat  pilul.  xiv.  cap.  i.  vel  ii.  om.  nofle. 


R.  Argenti 
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4.  In  morbid  affefiions  of  the  projlate  gland  attention  muft  be  dire&ed  to  the 
primary  caufe,  as  well  as  to  the  prefent  ftate  of  morbid  affedtion.  The  reme- 
dies before  recommended  may  be  applicable  here  alfo  ; but  after  all  thefe 
means  have  been  affiduoufly  attended  to,  a fchirrous  enlargement  of  this  gland 
may  fubflft. 

In  fome  inftances  of  this  nature,  where  inflammation  no  longer  prevails, 
cicuta,  and  a folution  of  argentum  vivum,  in  fmail  dofes,  may  be  prefcribed, 
even  where  no  fyphylitic  taint  is  fufpecled  to  have  brought  on  the  difeafe  : 
where  this  infection  has  preceded  a morbid  ftate  of  the  proftate  gland,  mercu- 
rials have  an  effedt  ftill  more  certain  and  efficacious. 

If  the  caufe  of  fuppreffion  originates  from  a calculus,  regard  muft  be  had 
thereto.  It  fometimes  happens  that  a calculus  is  prefent,  but  cannot  be  difco- 
vered,  efpecially  when  the  proftate  gland  is  much  enlarged  ; for  the  catheter, 
as  it  paffes  over  the  gland,  may  be  carried  above  and  beyond  the  calculus,  and 
detection  of  it  thus  eluded,  particularly  if  it  lie  immediately  under  the  pro- 
tuberance of  this  gland. 

If  the  morbid  affection  prove  rebellious  to  every  effort  of  art,  and  increafes 
fo  far  as  totally  to  obftrudt  the  urethra,  I know  of  no  alternative  to  prolong 
life,  except  puncturing  the  bladder ; but  of  this  I have  no  experience.  Human 
ingenuity  has  never  yet,  that  I have  heard  of,  found  out  a means  of  removing 
fuch  tumors  in  the  male  fex  *,  without  wounding  the  bladder;  and  whether 
the  operation,  if  it  prolongs  life  a little,  is  preferable  to  death,  is  not  quite 
clear  -f. 


R.  Argentl  Vivi,  grana  iij. 

Pulv.  G.  Arab. 

Sacch.  Alb.  a 3j. 

Aq.  Purs,  §ifs.  Tere  Argentum  Vivum  cum  Gummi  et  Saccharo,  donee  evanefcant 
globuli,  et  gradatim  adde  Aquam,  fiat  hauft.  bis  die  fumendus. 

* Surgeon  Warner  has  communicated  cafes  of  tumors  of  the  bladder  and  urethra  having  been 
removed  with  fuccefs  in  the  female  fex.  Ph.  Tranf.  vol.  xlvi.  p.  1006;  vol.  xlvii,  N°  45,  p.  292, 
and  N°  79,  p.  475. 

f See  Medical  Obfervations  and  Inquiries,  vol.  vi.  p.  101. 
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M I N U T E S,  &c. 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  SOCIETY, 

RESPECTING  THE 

FOTHERGILLIAN  MEDAL . 


To  the  Medical  Society  of  London-, 

Gentlemen, 

TO  preferve  the  memory  of  illuftrious  charadters  by  fome  permanent 
memorial,  is  not  only  grateful  to  the  friends  of  the  deceafed,  but  excites 
in  the  living  that  commendable  emulation,  which  leads  to  great  and  virtuous 
actions.  Such  were  thofe  which  will  render  dear  to  diftant  pofterity  the  name 
of  Dr.  John  Fothergill;  in  memorial  of  whom  I have  ordered  a medal  to  be 
{truck,  under  the  patronage  and  at  the  difpofal  of  the  Medical  Society  of 
London,  held  in  Crane  Court,  Fleet  Street.  It  will  be  in  gold,  of  ten  guineas 
value,  to  be  called  the  Fothergillian  Medal,  and  be  given  annually,  on 
the  8th  day  of  March,  to  the  author  of  the  belt  Eflay  upon  a prize  queftion, 
propofed  by  the  Society,  on  a fubjedt  of  Medicine  or  Natural  Hiftory. 

The  manner  of  propofing  the  annual  queftion,  and  of  determining  upon  the 
merits  of  the  memoirs  of  the  candidates,  I refer  to  the  determination  of  the 
Society ; being  perfuaded,  from  the  unanimity  of  their  meetings,  and  the 
learning  and  judgment  of  their  members,  that  their  decifions  will  be  calculated 
to  promote  medical  fcience  in  particular,  and  phyfics  in  general,  which  are 
my  motives  for  requefting  their  patronage  of  the  Fothergillian  Medal. 

JOHN  COAKLEY  LETTSOM. 


London , 

May  25,  1784. 


jOJfDOM 


Minutes , &c.  of  the  Medical  Society , 


London  Medical  Society. 

Crane  Court , 4th  June  1784. 

AT  a fpecial  meeting  of  the  Medical  Society,  convened  for  the  purpofe  of 
taking  into  confideration  your  very  liberal  propofal  of  the  Fothergillian 
Medal,  to  be  difpofed  of  annually,  at  the  option,  and  under  the  patronage  of 
this  Society : 

I am  ordered  to  inform  you,  that  the  fame  has  been  confidered  accordingly, 
and  met  that  warm  reception  and  approbation  fuch  a diftinguifhed  favour  was 
fo  well  entitled  to  : 

And  that  this  Society,  being  highly  fenfible  how  much  you  had  thereby 
contributed  to  its  advantage  and  reputation,  order  me  to  prefent  you  with, 
the  Thanks  which  were  unanimoufly  voted  to  you  at  this  meeting. 

By  order  of  the  Society, 

WM  WOODVILLE, 

(one  of  the  Secretaries.) 

To  J.  C.  Lettjom , M.  D.  &c. 
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THE  following  Members  of  the  Medical  Society,  being  appointed  a 
Committee  to  confider  of  the  plan  and  diftribution  of  the  Fothergillian 
Medal  j viz. 

James  Sims,  M.  D. 

William  Woodville,  M.  D. 

John  Meyer,  M.  D. 

William  Hamilton,  M.  D. 

John  Coakley  Lettfom,  M.  D. 

Mr.  William  Norris ; 

Recommend,  That  the  obverfe  of  the  Medal  exhibit 
The  head  of  Dr.  Fothergill,  with  this  legend ; 

Fothergillius.  Medicus.  Amicus.  Homo. 

In  the  exergue — Nat.  Mart.  8,  1712.  Ob.  Dec.  26,  1780. 

The  reverfe — Hygeia  Handing  near  the  tomb  of  Dr.  Fothergill,  holding 
in  her  right  hand  a wreath  to  crown  the  fuccefsful  candidate,  who  is  prefented 
by  Efculapius. 

The  legendr— Don.  Soc.  Med.  Lond.  An.  Sal.  1773,  institut. 


REGU- 


a 

i 


refpeSling  the  Fothergillian  Medah 


REGULATIONS  refpeCling  the  Medal. 


1.  THAT  the  Medal  be  given  annually  to  the  author  of  the  beft  Diffier- 
tation,  on  a fubjedt  propofed  by  the  Society,  for  which  the  learned  of  all 
countries  fhall  be  invited  as  candidates. 

2.  Each  Diflertation  fhall  be  delivered  to  the  Secretary,  written,  in  a legible 
hand,  in  the  Latin,  Englifh,  or  French  language,  at  leaft  two  months  before  the 
meeting  for  adjudging  the  Medal, 

3.  With  it  fhall  be  delivered  a fealed  packet,  with  forpe  device  on  the 
•outfide;  and  within,  the  author’s  name  and  defignation. 

4.  The  fame  device  fhall  be  put  on  the  Diflertation,  ' that  the  Society  may 
know  how  to  addrefs  the  fuccefsful  candidate. 

5.  There  fhall  be  a Committee  appointed  by  the  Society,  for  the  purnnfe 

of  adjudging  this  Medal,  confifting  of  the  Council  i 1Jaall  be  joined 

fuch  Othpi*  Mcmbcra  ac  tke  Society  mail  think  proper  •,  and  their  fentence 
fhall  be  final. 

6.  The  Medal  fhall  be  adjudged  on  the  8th  day  of  March,  that  being  the 
birth-day  of  the  late  Dr.  Fothergill.  The  firft  Medal  fhall  be  adjudged  in 
the  year  1786. 

7.  No  Diflertation  with  the  name  of  the  author  affixed  can  be  received,  that 
the  Committee  may  decide  on  the  merits  of  each,  without  any  knowledge  ofs 
or  partiality  for,  the  author. 

8.  All  the  Differtations,  the  fuccefsful  one  excepted,  fhall  be  returned,  if 
defired,  with  the  packets  unopened  which  contain  the  names  of  the  authors. 


The  following  Queftion  is  propofed  as  the  fubjedt  for  the  firft  Prize  Medal : 

What  difeafes  may  he  mitigated  or  cured  by  exciting  particular  affections  or 
“ paffions  of  the  mind  ?” 


IP  I N I S. 
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Lately  Publi/bed , by  Dr.  LETTS  OM; 

And  Sold  by  C.  D1LLY,  in  the  Poultry. 


I.  T>  EFLECTIONS  on  the  general  Treatment  and  Cure  of  Fevers.  Odavo,  1792. 

Price  2 s.  ' ' 

II.  The  Natural  Hiftory  of  the  Tea-tree,  with  Obfervations  on  the  Medical  Qualities 
of  Tea,  and  Effects  of  Tea-drinking.  Quarto,  1772.  Price  4s,— The  Second  Edition 
is  now  in  the  Prefs,  Price  5 s. 

III.  The  Naturalift’s  and  Traveller’s  Companion;  containing  Inftrudions  for  colledine 
and  preferving  Objects  of  Natural  Hiftory.  Odavo,  1774.  The  Second  Edition,  Price 
2s.  6d. — The  Third  Edition,  enlarged,  is  now  in  the  Prefs,  Price  5s. 

IV.  Medical  Memoirs  of  the  General  Difpenfary  in  London.  Odavo,  1774.  Price  cs.— 
The  Second  Edition  is  preparing  for  the  Prefs,  with  an  additional  Volume,  which  will  com- 
plete the  Memoirs. 

V.  Improvement  of  Medicine  in  London,  on  the  Bafts  of  Public  Good.  Odavo,  177c, 

Price  is.  13 

VI.  Obfervations  preparatory  to  the  Ufe  of  E>r.  Mayerfbach’s  Medicines.  Otfavo,  1776. 

The  Second  Edition,  Price  is.  6 d.  _ '' 

VII.  Iliftory  of  the  Origin  of  Mcj;Cmcj  and  uf  Uiv  3iaie  ot  Phyfic  prior  to  the  Trojan 
War.  An  Oration  delivered  before  the  Medical  Society  of  London.  Quarto,  1778. 
Price  6s» 

VIII.  Obfervations  on  the  Plan  propofed  for  eftablilhing  a Difpenfary  and  Medical  Society, 
with  Formulae  Medicamentorum  Pauperibus  praecipue  accommodate.  Odavo,  1779. 
Price  1 s. 

IX.  A Letter  to  Sir  Robert  Barker,  Knt.  F.R.S.  and  George  Stacpoole,  Efq;  upon 
General  Inoculation.  Quarto,  1779.  Price  6d. 

X.  Obfervations  on  Baron  Dimfdale’s  Remarks  on  Dr.  Lettfom’s  Letter  to  Sir  Robert 
Barker,  and  George  Stacpoole,  Efq;  refpeding  General  Inoculation.  Odavo,  1779. 
Price  6d. 

XI.  An  Anfwer  to  Baron  Dimfdale’s  Review  of  Dr.  Lettfom’s  Obfervations  on  the 
Baron’s  Remarks,  refpeding  a Letter  upon  General  Inoculation.  Odavo,  1779. 
Price  6d. 

XII.  Travels  through  the  interior  Parts  of  North  America,  in  the  Years  1766,  1767, 
and  1768.  By  J.  Carver,  Efq;  Captain  of  a Company  of  Provincial  Troops  during  the 
late  War  with  France.  Iliuftrated  with  Copper-plates,  coloured.  The  Second  Edition ; to 
which  is  prefixed  fome  Account  of  the  Author,  by  Dr.  Lettfom.  Odavo.  Price  8s.  in 
Boards. 

XIII.  A Journal  of  a Voyage  to  the  South  Seas,  in  his  Majefty’s  Ship  the  Endeavour,, 
faithfully  tranferibed  from  the  Papers  of  the  late  Sydney  Parkinfon,  Draugbtfman  to  Sir 
Jofeph  Banks,  Bart,  in  his  Expedition  with  Dr.  Solander  round  the  World  ; and  errrbellifhed 
with  Twenty-nine  Views  and  Defigns,  engraved  by  capital  Artifts  : To  which  is  now  added,. 
Remarks  on  the  Preface,  by  the  late  John  Fothergill,  M.  D.  F.  R„  S.  &c. ; and  an  Appen- 
dix, containing  an  Account  of  the  Voyages  of  Commodore  Byron,  Capt.  Wallis,  Capt. 
Carteret,  Monf.  Bougainville,  Capt.  Cook,  and  Capt.  Clerke.  Royal  Quarto,  ll.-  16s. 
plain,  and  2.1.  10s,  coloured,  in  boards. 

XIV.  The  Works  of  Dr.  Fothergill,  complete,  in  3 Volumes  Odavo.  Price  18  s.  plain, 
and  il.  is.  with  the  Prints  coloured. 
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Printed 


BOOKS  publijhed  by  Dr.  LETT  SOM. 


Printed  Jeparately. 

XV.  §ome  Account  of  the  Life  of  the  late  J >hn  Fothergill,  M.  D.  F.  R.  S.  he.  O&avc. 
Price  3 s.— A new  Edition  is  in  the  Prefs,  Price  5s. 

XVI.  Hortus  Uptonenfis ; or,  A Catalogue  of  the  Hot  an  1 Green-Houfe  Plants  in  Dr. 
Fothergill’s  Garden  at  Upton,  at  the  Time  of  his  Deceafe,  Anno  1780.  Odavo.  Price 
ES.  6d. 


7 be  following  Performance ? on  the  inter  ejling  Subjefl  of  General  Inoculation , has  lately  been 

publijhed : 

A Letter  to  J.  C.  Lettfom,  M.D.  F.R.S.  and  S.  A.S.  occafioned  by  Baron  Dimfdale’s 
Remarks  on  Dr.  Lettfom’s  Letter  to  Sir  Robert  Barker,  and  George  Stacpoole,  Efq;  upon 
General  Inoculation.  By  an  uninterefted  Spectator  of  the  Controverfy  between  the 
Baron  Dimfdale  and  Dr.  Watkinfon  on  the  above-mentioned  Subject.  0<Savo,  1779° 
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